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Austria is a country rich with history, beautiful places, traditions and activities that are distinct to the area. Along with neighboring Switzerland, it is the winter sports capital of Europe.However, Austria is just as popular for summer tourists who visit its stunning palaces and lake side villages and hike in the magnificent scenery of the Alps.Then, of
course, there is the little matter of the Grossglockner Alpine Road, arguably the most scenic drive in the world and Eisriesenwelt, the largest ice cave in the world.Throw in Krimml Falls, world-class cities like Vienna and Salzburg and a musical heritage that includes Mozart, Strauss and Schubert, and you have one of Europes finest tourist
destinations.In order to help guide you in building a list of things to do, below are some of the top tourist attractions in Austria that are sure to make your trip extra special.20. St. WolfgangSt. Wolfgang is a beautiful market town within Salzkammergut, Austrias famous Lake District. Nestled on the scenic shores of Wolfgangsee Lake, it features
several colourful houses along its picture-perfect shoreline and 1783 meter-high Mount Schafberg that towers imperiously above it.You can get to the top of this mountain by riding the quaint cog Schafberg Railway. Make sure this is one of the first things you do on arrival at St Wolfgang, as you will enjoy spectacular views of seven separate
lakes.Situated just a stones throw from Salzburg, the town is also home to the impressive Mirabell Palace. This palace features beautiful grounds that you can walk around. Fans of The Sound of Music might recognize the fountains here as they feature in the film.19. Schloss Esterhzy in EisenstadtEisenstadt is a charming city which serves as the
capital of Burgenland. Located near the Hungarian border, it is worth coming here for the magnificent Esterhzy Palace.The most distinguished building in the city, the palace boasts beautifully manicured gardens and houses several significant cultural treasures privately collected by the Esterhzy family who owns the property.9 Magical Day Trips
from Salzburg You'll Never ForgetVisitors can partake in a self-guided or guided tour of several rooms within the palace, which feature priceless artworks and furnishings. They can also walk within its immaculate grounds and visit its gift shop and wine museum.The palace is also home to an excellent interactive exhibition showcasing the work of the
composer Joseph Haydn. The stunning Haydnsaal concert hall also hosts world-class classical music performances.18. Krimml FallsEven in a country blessed with outstanding natural beauty the Krimml Waterfalls manage to stand out.Totaling 380-metres, the spectacular cascade is the highest and arguably the most beautiful waterfall in Austria. To
visit it you will have to head to the High Tauern National Park within Salzburg State. Once there you should make your way to the charming village of Krimni, which you will find on the Krimmler Ache river.Starting from the Krimmler Ache valley, the picturesque waterfall plunges into three separate sections. The top and bottom sections are both
roughly 140 meters in length each, while the middle section is 100 meters. To get better views of them a path leads you to each of these different sections.17. Hochosterwitz CastleFor those who enjoy medieval architecture, Hochosterwitz Castle is a must-see destination.The notable landmark sits on a towering dolomite rock close to the Sankt
Georgen am Lngsee in Carinthia. But it is so prominent you can see it up to 30 km away on a clear day.Although privately owned, the public can visit parts of the castle between Easter and October.Extending for 620 meters, you will navigate 14 gates along its walkway that protected it from attack back in the day. Once you get there, you will see
several artworks, weapons and exhibits. They include an 8-foot-tall set of armor worn by Burghauptmann Schenk. A larger-than-life character believed to have been the inspiration behind Gregor Clegane, The Mountain, in Game of Thrones.16. KremsLocated west of Vienna, the historic city of Krems marks the point where the blue Danube and the
Krems rivers converge at the beginning of the Wachau Valley.11 Most Amazing Places to Stay in AustriaKrems boasts a historic city center, and the pedestrian friendly layout encourages exploring the ancient city gates and the castle called Gozzoburg. Besides these things to do, Krems has a reputation for its impressive wine industry, and many
visitors come to explore exactly that. The Weinstadmuseum is a wine-focused museum in the center of town, and there travelers can get great recommendations for local wineries and tasting rooms dotted throughout Krems and along the banks of the Danube.15. Eisriesenwelt CaveOver in Werfen, about 40 km from Salzburg, resides the Eisriesenwelt
cave.Nestled within Hochkogel Mountain, it is the worlds largest ice cave, stretching for 26 miles along the Alps Tenneggebirge section. Translating, quite aptly, as World of the Ice Giants, the ice and limestone cave is only sheathed for its first 960 meters in ice. But thankfully, this is the section that is accessible to the public for viewing.To get to the
cave, you will have to hike and then ride a cable car to its entrance. However, once you are there, you will be able to go on a guided tour that showcases a host of captivating frozen waterfalls and ice formations, much of them by candlelight.14. Vienna State Operaln Viennas inner city is the Ringstrae, or Ring Road, along which countless landmarks
are found. Just one of these landmarks is the Vienna State Opera House.The structure itself was constructed in the 19th century in a Neo-Renaissance style. Marble staircases and painted ceilings make this is a truly grand destination. After bombing in World War II, the structure was rebuilt to be true to the original style. While a tour of the building
is wonderful, what is even better is attending a musical performance or even a ball, many of which are held annually at the Vienna State Opera.See also: Where to Stay in Viennal3. Mirabell PalaceThe Mirabell Palace in Salzburg, known to the locals as Schloss Mirabell, is a beautiful early 16th century structure built by Prince-Archbishop Wolf
Dietrich for his mistress. Considerable renovations in the 17th century mean that the palace now boasts a baroque interior with countless embellishments.Where to Stay in Vienna: Best Neighborhoods & HotelsThe interior is laden with marble, stuccoes and enormous frescoes on the walls. The Marble Hall is noteworthy for being among the most
picturesque wedding spots in the city. Outside, the gardens are every bit as impressive, and the sculpture collection is world-class.12. SchafbergIn the heart of the Salzkammergut Mountains is one peak called Schafberg. This mountain is part of the Limestone Alps, and it boasts a truly incredible view overlooking the Wolfgangsee Lake.What makes
Schafberg a top destination is that it is easily accessible with a steam railway. Known as the Schafbergbahn, this train chugs from the town of St Wolfgang all the way to the mountains summit. Featured in the Sound of Music, the railway is an iconic attraction that shouldnt be missed.11. Hohenwerfen CastleWhilst visiting the Eisriesenwelt Cave near
Werfen, you should take the opportunity to check out the Hohenwerfen Castle too.Flanked by the Tennen Mountains and the Berchtesgaden Alps, this impressive medieval rock castle enjoys a spectacular position overlooking the Salzach valley from atop a 623-metre precipice. Both of which provide a breathtaking backdrop.Visitors can enjoy a guided
tour of the castle or take in one of the many birds of prey demonstrations they run. Children can also partake in a fun rally quiz or enjoy medieval games like archery, bowling, walking on stilts or throwing rings.Built over 900 years ago, you may recognize the fortress for its prominent role in the films Where Eagles Dare and The Sound of Music.10.
Zell am Seelf you want to go skiing, there is no better place to do it in Austria than at Zell am See.This beautiful lakeside town offers more than 80 miles of powdery slopes for visitors to enjoy.8 Top Wonders of Austria Not to Be MissedIrrespective of whether you are at a novice, intermediate or professional level, there is a suitable slope for you. For
those who prefer cross-country skiing, there are 125 miles of pristine trails to explore.Zeller See, the lake around which the city city exists, is blue, clear and the picture-perfect example of an Alpine lake.A network of lifts and trails from the town takes you up to the Schmittenhhe mountain. Via them, you can access the summit of the spectacular
Kitzsteinhorn glacier, where the Gipfelwelt 3000 panoramic platform will provide you with incredible panoramic views. These include Grossglockner mountain and Hohe Tauern National Park.9. Melk AbbeyMatthiasKabel / WikipediaPresiding over the quaint town of Melk, which lies within the Lower Austria region, the Melk Abbey is a culturally
significant place to visit.A Benedictine abbey that dates back to the 11th century. It sits on a craggy outcrop that presides over the Danube river. The abbey is notable for housing the final resting places of Saint Coloman of Stockerau and various members associated with the House of Babenberg the countrys first prominent ruling dynasty.Since the
1100s, the abbey has also run an acclaimed monastic school. Alumnae have included composers Gregor Werner and Carl Zeller, painters Albert Paris Gtersloh and Leopold Blauensteiner and poet Friedrich Halm.If you want to learn more about its legacy, hour-long guided tours are well worth booking.8. Seefeld in TyrolAnother excellent spot for
skiing in Austria is the Alpine town of Seefeld.Found in the Tyrol region, it lies on a spectacular plateau that sits high above Innsbruck. Ringed by the Karwendel and Wetterstein ranges, the area is renowned for its world-class cross-country skiing.It is a regular on the World Cup circuit and hosted events at the Winter Olympics in 1964 and 1976.
However, far from being an elite venue, it has plenty of flatter areas for beginners to find their feet.Away from the slopes, the town has other things to do and enchanting landmarks. These include a small baroque 1600s church the Seekirchl which features an onion dome. There is also an eye-catching hilltop circle of 12 huge stones representing the
apostles.14 Most Charming Towns and Villages in Austria7. Hohensalzburg CastleThe Hohensalzburg Fortress is undoubtedly one of Europes best-preserved castles. A truly stunning piece of medieval architecture, visiting Hohensalzburg Castle is one of the top things to do in Austria.Perched at an altitude of 506 meters atop the Festungsberg, this
impressive medieval fortress lies in the heart of Salzburg. Covering an area of 250 metres by 150 metres, it is one of the largest of its type still standing on the continent.During WWI, the castle incarcerated Italian prisoners of war. While in 1938, it housed Nazi activities before Germany annexed Austria.You can get to the castle by funicular, which
runs every ten minutes and only takes a minute to ascend to its hilltop. It features several notable points of interest, including a chapel, the Golden Hall and a bed chamber, which you can view on a guided tour.6. Hofburg Imperial PalaceOne of Viennas most stunning attractions is the Hofburg Imperial Palace. This is a complex that served as the
official royal residence of the Habsburgs until the First World War.The palace was built in stages, adding on places like the stables, the library and the Spanish Riding School as power and money accumulated for the Habsburgs. From the entrance in the Michaelerplatz, visitors can tour several onsite museums and even get a look at former royal
apartments as well as the glittering Imperial Silver Collection.5. Innsbruck AltstadtSurrounded by snowcapped mountains, Innsbruck makes you feel quite insignificant in the midst of natures striking Alpine mountain range. Said to have a duel personality, the area offers both pristine landscapes and a sophisticated urban center.Altstadt, the medieval
town of Innsbruck, draws you in with its unique architecture and many shops. While you are strolling the streets of the Altstadt you can visit one of its famous landmark, the Golden Roof. 12 Best Places to Visit in Austria on Your Next TripThis house was constructed for the Holy Roman Emperor, Maximilian I, and it was decorated with thousands of
gilded copper tiles that create the appearance of pure gold.4. St Anton am ArlbergFor some people, the ONLY place to go skiing in Austria is St. Anton am Arlberg.A premier ski resort in the Tyrolean Alps, it is often referred to as the cradle of alpine skiing because of its role in inventing the sport. Boasting a massive off-piste landscape, consistent
deep snow and pure powder, you can conveniently get to the slopes of Rendl and Valluga by cable cars and lifts. When not playing on the slopes, make a point to check out the Museum St. Anton, which provides a fascinating insight into how the local ski scene developed over the years.At night, the village is also known for its bustling aprs-ski scene,
which comes alive during live music performances.3. Grossglockner Alpine RoadIf you love going for scenic drives, then you should not miss the opportunity to cruise along the Grossglockner Alpine Road.Austrias highest tarmacked mountain road pass showcases the magnificence of the Austrian Alps through a 48 km toll road that features no less
than 36 hairpin bends!Undoubtedly one of the most scenic drives in the world, the landscape is truly mesmeric. Winding a stunning course through a rocky terrain of wine-bottle green alpine pastures, you will stop several times to take it all in.Due to the weather, the Grossglockner Alpine Road is usually only open between May and October. Named
after the highest mountain in the country, it connects Bruck in Salzburg with Heiligenblut in Carinthia. The road has a maximum elevation of 2,504 meters.2. Hallstattjiuguangw / FlickrThey say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. So the fact the Chinese have made a copy of the picturesque village of Hallstatt should give you an indication of its
appeal.Situated around the western shore of Lake Hallstatt, the village lies within the mountainous region of Salzkammergut. It is known for its Alpine houses dating back to the 16th century and the spectacular, subterranean salt lake at a primordial salt mine called Salzwelten. A Guide to Austria's 9 Beautiful RegionsA funicular railway will take you
up there, as well as the Skywalk Hallstatt viewing platform, which showcases tremendous panoramic views. A trail will also take you to the Echern Valley glacier garden. There you can navigate glacial potholes and see the stunning Waldbachstrub Waterfall.1. Schnbrunn Palaceln a city rich in history and cultural significance, the Schnbrunn Palace
still stands out.During the 1700s and up until 1918, it was the principal residence of the Habsburg emperors. It also held a prominent role as the focus of both Austrian and European court life.Throughout the years, the likes of Maria Theresa, Emperor Franz Joseph and Empress Elisabeth lived here, evidence of which you can see during a guided
tour. Serving now as one of Austrias main tourist attractions, you can visit 40 lavishly furnished rooms, all of which have a story to tell. They include the Blue Chinese Salon, Porcelain Room, Vieux-Laque Room and Gobelin Salon. The latter of which features exquisite Brussels tapestries.Map of Tourist Attractions in Austria OpenStreetMap Austria
occupies an area of 83,879 sq. km (32,386sgmi) in south-central Europe. As observed on the physical map of Austria, the country had diverse topography with a large part of the land being mountainous. In essence, Austria has three main geographical areas. The Lowlands of the east and southeast are the country's agriculture center. A sliver of
lowland also fronts the Lake Constance area on its border with Switzerland.In the Hill Country, north of the Danube River, the land rises into forested hills and lower mountains up to its border with the Czech Republic. Most of Austria (70%), is covered by the Alpine Region, central and west, as the Alps extend on into Austria from Switzerland. In this
region several branches of the Alps dominate. The major ones include the Bavarian, Carnic and Otztaler ranges. The tallest peaks are in the central Tauern Range. The country's highest point, at 12,460 ft. (3,798 m), is located there. A yellow upright triangle marks the position of this mountain on the map. The Tauern Range eventually slopes into the
Danube River Valley, and into the eastern lowlands, from Vienna, south to its border with Slovenia. The Danube (1,771 miles) (2,850 km), is the most significant river in the country. It's the second longest river in Europe, and a vital waterway for commerce. Additional rivers of size include the Drau, Enns, Inn, Mur, Raab and Traun. Dozens and dozens
of lakes run amidst the mountain ranges, especially in the south and to the immediate east of Salzburg. The largest in the county is Lake Neusiedler. At 115.45m (378.8ft), Lake Neusiedl hosts the lowest point in Austria. Austria (officially, the Republic of Austria) is divided into 9 federated states (Bundeslander). In alphabetical order, the states are:
Burgenland, Carinthia, Lower Austria, Salzburg, Styria, Tyrol, Upper Austria, Vienna and Vorarlberg. These states are further subdivided into a total of 94 districts of which, 79 are district commissions and 15 are statutory cities. Located in the north eastern part of the country, Vienna is the capital, the largest and the most populous city of Austria. It
is also the administrative, cultural and economic center of the country. Austria is a landlocked mountainous country located in South-Central Europe. It is geographically positioned both in the Northern and Eastern hemispheres of the Earth. Austria is bordered by 8 countries: by Czech Republic in the north; by Slovakia in the northeast; by Hungary in
the east; by Slovenia in the south, by Italy in the southwest; by Switzerland and Liechtenstein in the west and by Germany in the northwest. Austria Bordering Countries: Italy, Hungary, Slovakia, Germany, Switzerland, The Czech Republic, Liechtenstein, Slovenia. Regional Maps: Map of Europe The above blank map represents Austria, a landlocked
mountainous country located in South-Central Europe. The above map can be downloaded, printed and used for educational purposes like map-pointing activities and coloring. The above outline map represents Austria, an East Alpine landlocked nation in South-Central Europe. Along with the neighbouring country of Switzerland, it is the winter sports
capital of Europe. This page was last updated on February 25, 2021 Introduction & Quick Facts References & Edit History Facts & Stats Geography & Travel Countries of the World What is Austria and where is it located? What is the capital city of Austria? What language do people speak in Austria? What historical events have shaped Austria? How is
Austria's geography characterized? What are some famous cultural traditions or festivals in Austria? Who are some prominent composers or musicians from Austria's past? What is the political structure of Austria's government? How does Austria's economy function and what are its main industries? What are some popular tourist attractions and
natural landmarks in Austria? Austria, largely mountainous landlocked country of south-central Europe. Together with Switzerland, it forms what has been characterized as the neutral core of Europe, notwithstanding Austrias full membership since 1995 in the supranational European Union (EU).A great part of Austrias prominence can be attributed
to its geographic position. It is at the center of European traffic between east and west along the great Danubian trade route and between north and south through the magnificent Alpine passes, thus embedding the country within a variety of political and economic systems. In the decades following the collapse in 1918 of Austria-Hungary, the
multinational empire of which it had been the heart, this small country experienced more than a quarter century of social and economic turbulence and a Nazi dictatorship. Yet the establishment of permanent neutrality in 1955, associated with the withdrawal of the Allied troops that had occupied the country since the end of World War II, enabled
Austria to develop into a stable and socially progressive nation with a flourishing cultural life reminiscent of its earlier days of international musical glory. Its social and economic institutions too have been characterized by new forms and a spirit of cooperation, and, although political and social problems remain, they have not erupted with the
intensity evidenced in other countries of the Continent. The capital of Austria is historic Vienna (Wien), the former seat of the Holy Roman Empire and a city renowned for its architecture. Audio File: National anthem of Austria Head Of Government: Chancellor: Karl Nehammer Capital: Vienna Population: (2025 est.) 9,240,000 Currency Exchange
Rate: 1 USD equals 0.875 euro Head Of State: President: Alexander Van der Bellen Form Of Government: federal state with two legislative houses (Federal Council [61]; National Council [183]) Official Language: German Official Religion: none Official Name: Republik sterreich (Republic of Austria) Total Area (Sq Km): 83,884 Total Area (Sq Mi):
32,388 Monetary Unit: euro () Population Rank: (2025) 98 Population Projection 2030: 9,113,000 Density: Persons Per Sq Mi: (2025) 285.3 Density: Persons Per Sq Km: (2025) 110.2 Urban-Rural Population: Urban: (2024) 59.8% Rural: (2024) 40.2% Life Expectancy At Birth: Male: (2023) 79.4 years Female: (2023) 84.2 years Literacy: Percentage Of
Population Age 15 And Over Literate: Male: 100% Female: 100% Gni (U.S.$ 000,000): (2023) 502,501 Gni Per Capita (U.S.$): (2023) 55,030 AustriaPhysical features of Austria.Austria is bordered to the north by the Czech Republic, to the northeast by Slovakia, to the east by Hungary, to the south by Slovenia, to the southwest by Italy, to the west by
Switzerland and Liechtenstein, and to the northwest by Germany. It extends roughly 360 miles (580 km) from east to west. Mountains and forests give the Austrian landscape its character, although in the northeastern part of the country the Danube River winds between the eastern edge of the Alps and the hills of Bohemia and Moravia in its journey
toward the Alfld, or Hungarian Plain. Vienna lies in the area where the Danube emerges from between the mountains into the drier plains. The Austrian Alps form the physical backbone of the country. They may be subdivided into a northern and a southern limestone range, each of which is composed of rugged mountains. These two ranges are
separated by a central range that is softer in form and outline and composed of crystalline rocks. The Alpine landscape offers a complex geologic and topographical pattern, with the highest elevationthe Grossglockner (12,460 feet [3,798 meters])rising toward the west. The western Austrian Lnder (states) of Vorarlberg, Tirol, and Salzburg are
characterized by the majestic mountains and magnificent scenery of the high Alps. This high Alpine character also extends to the western part of the state of Krnten (Carinthia), to the Salzkammergut region of central Austria, and to the Alpine blocks of the state of Steiermark (Styria). Guess the Country by Its Neighbors Quiz North of the massive
Alpine spur lies a hilly subalpine region, stretching between the northern Alps and the Danube and encompassing the northern portion of the state of Obersterreich (Upper Austria). To the north of the river is a richly wooded foothill area that includes a portion of the Bohemian Massif, which extends across the Czech border into the state of
Niedersterreich (Lower Austria). This part of Austria is furrowed by many valleys that for centuries served as passageways leading to the east and southeast of Europe and evenin the case of medieval pilgrims and Crusadersto the Holy Land. The lowland area east of Vienna, together with the northern part of the state of Burgenland, may be regarded
as a western extension of the Little Alfld (Little Hungarian Plain). Austria is a land of lakes, many of them a legacy of the Pleistocene Epoch (i.e., about 2,600,000 to about 11,700 years ago), during which glacial erosion scooped out mountain lakes in the central Alpine district, notably around the Salzkammergut. The largest lakeslying partly in the
territory of neighboring countriesare Lake Constance (Bodensee) in the west and the marshy Neusiedler Lake (Neusiedlersee) in the east. Danube RiverVineyards along the Danube River in the Wachau region, Austria.Nearly all Austrian territory drains into the Danube River system. The main watershed between the Black Sea and the North Sea runs
across northern Austria, in some places lying only about 22 miles (35 km) from the Danube, while to the west the watershed between the Danube and the river systems emptying into the Atlantic and the Mediterranean coincides with the western political boundary of Austria. In the south the Julian and Carnic (Karnische) Alps and, farther to the west,
the main Alpine range mark the watershed of the region draining into the Po River of northern Italy. An experience, an encounter, sometimes just a fleeting moment and everything new feels familiar. A feeling that arises from the bond with the people who live here. Holidays in Austria your Lebensgefhl. Small, landlocked Austria offers alpine scenery,
world-class museums, cobbled quaintness, and Wiener schnitzel. Unlike Germany, its industrious neighbor to the northwest, Austria is content to bask in its good living and elegant, opulent past as the former head of one of Europe's grandest empires. Austrians tend to be relaxed, gregarious people who love the outdoors as much as a good cup of
coffee in a caf. Danube Valley Hallstatt Salzburg Tirol Vienna Vienna Austria's regal capital city, rich with swirling architecture and world-class museums; impressive Habsburg sights (Schnbrunn Palace, in-city royal apartments, treasury, crypt, and Lipizzaner stallions); massive St. Stephen's Cathedral; and a grand classical-music tradition, from the
renowned Vienna State Opera to its famous Boys' Choir. Salzburg Musical mecca for fans of Mozart and The Sound of Music, offering a dramatic castle, Baroque churches, near-nightly concerts, and an old town full of winding lanes. And just across the border is the German resort of Berchtesgaden, soaked in alpine scenery and Nazi history. Hallstatt
and the Salzkammergut Scenic lake district, home to the pristine if touristy village of Hallstatt, with its medieval town center, fun salt mine, plentiful hiking opportunities, and placid swan-filled lake. Tirol Austria's panhandle region and mountain-sports mecca, centering around the distinctive city of Innsbruck, plus little neighboring Hall, with its
quaint old town. In the northwest lie the towering Zugspitze peak and the sleepy burg of Reutte, just across the border from Germany's Neuschwanstein castle. (And right over the southern border are the rugged Dolomites of Italy's South Tirol region.) Danube Valley Romantic, bikeable valley west of Vienna, dotted with ruined castles, adorable
villages and vineyards, and highlighted by the beautiful "Wachau" stretch between Melk (with its glorious abbey) and the riverside town of Krems. Farther west is the powerful Mauthausen concentration-camp memorial. Austria Audio Tours Imagine Austria and your mind might well drift to the lavish palaces and coffeehouses of Vienna, the snow-
white peaks of the Tyrolean Alps, the river romance of the Danube and Mozart symphonies ringing out in the baroque concert halls of Salzburg.And if this is your first visit, youll undoubtedly want to see all the whole darned lot and more besides. But there is far more to this pocked-sized, landlocked country than at first meets the eye.Whether you are
heading gleefully high into the glaciated mountains of Hohe Tauern National Park, tuning into the latest tech wizardry in future-focused Graz, hiding away in the little-visited wilds of the Bregenzerwald, or tripping along the vineyard-draped wine roads of southern Styria, which have more than a whisper of Tuscany about them, Austria richly rewards
those who dare to deviate from the well-trodden track.Here's our take on the best places to visit in Austria.l. Zell am SeeSitting smugly on the shores of a bluest-blue lake and buttressed by lofty peaks, Zell am See is a knockout. The cheerful Alpine resort has sensational wilderness on its doorstep, including the glacier-capped 3203m (10,509ft)
Kitzsteinhorn, where you can embark on a glacier trail, kick back on a snow beach, spend the night in an igloo, and ski well into summer. Its also perfect for dipping into the ravishing mountains of Hohe Tauern National Park. The resort has a real outdoor buzz in summer, with people rocking up to swim, boat, windsurf and stand-up paddleboard on
the lake, cycle around or paraglide above it. If youre a hiker, youre in for a treat, too: a cable-car zips up to Schmittenhhe to hook onto the 17-km (10.5-mile), moderately challenging Pinzgauer Spaziergang, one of Austrias most memorable day hikes, with exhilarating views of the countrys highest peak, 3798m (12,461ft) Grossglockner. The resort also
makes a terrific springboard for the Grossglockner High Alpine Road, a head-spinning, helter-skelter drive, with on-high views of waterfalls, lakes, glaciers and a sea of snowy Alps.Planning tip: Dodge the peak-season crowds by visiting as soon as the snow begins to melt from the highest summits in late May or in autumn before the flakes fall.Time
your visit to Austria just right with our seasonal guide Tour Vienna's stunning palaces, such as Schnbrunn bluejayphoto / Getty Images 2. ViennaFew cities move so effortlessly between past and present as Vienna, where Hapsburg emperors ruled the roost for 600 years. The pomp and splendor can be almost overwhelming, as you waltz through vast,
exuberantly gilded palaces like the Hofburg and Schnbrunn, tour Klimt-filled galleries like the Upper Belvedere, stroll grand baroque streets, and saunter past follies and Greek gods in landscaped gardens that gaze down upon the city with a kindly eye.The music of Mozart, Beethoven and that old romantic devil Strauss reverberates in some of the
worlds most feted and opulent concert halls: the Musikverein and Staatsoper. And even going for a coffee can be a regal affair at the likes of chandelier-lit Caf Central, where all the 19th-century bigwigs once hung out.Vienna isnt all about show. Venture beyond the big-hitters of the Innere Stadt and the Gothic whack of Stephansdom and youll find a
liveable, loveable capital that moves to its own urban, edgy beat: in parks sprawling along the banks of the Danube, at the MuseumsQuartier, delivering a serious hit of culture in the former baroque imperial stables, and at food markets like Naschmarkt, where Vienna embraces the world in street food and spice.Planning tip: As night descends and the
city twinkles, take a self-guided tour of the monumental Ringstrasse boulevard that wraps around Viennas historic 1st district (Innere Stadt) on trams 1 and 2. Linz is Austria's most forward-thinking city with a focus on technology, science and design saiko3p / Shutterstock 3. LinzOther Austrian cities flick on the fairy-tale charm, but not Linz. This is
where Austria leaps headfirst into the 21st century. With its gaze fixed firmly on the future, this tech-mad trailblazer has an ever-evolving cultural scene, and is making pioneering waves in avant-garde art and architecture, with a flurry of galleries and buildings at the cutting edge of design; all of which helped it snag UNESCO City of Media Arts
status back in 2014.At the top of any itinerary is Ars Electronica Center, zooming in on technology, science and digital media. Here you can interact with robots, animate digital objects, print 3D structures, turn your body into musical instruments and (virtually) travel to outer space. Its over-the-Danube rival is the rectangular glass-and-steel Lentos, a
vast repository of modern art, with a stash of Warhol, Schiele, Klimt and Kokoschka originals. Both museums have a face-off of illuminations when they strikingly change color by night.Planning tip: Tune into the art and technology of the future from VR to biotech, robotics to media art at the five-day Ars Electronica Festival held in early September.
Gaze upwards in wonder at the fortress on the cliffs in Salzburg canadastock / Shutterstock 4. SalzburgOn the banks of the fast-flowing, turquoise Salzach River, Salzburg looks freshly minted for Hollywood. From the moment you arrive, youre forced to gaze up in wide-eyed wonder: at the soaring spires of its brilliantly baroque Altstadt, home to the
Residenz palace, where prince-archbishops once held court, and the copper-domed cathedral; at its high-on-a-hill, 900-year-old fortress, Festung Hohensalzburg; at the cliffs of 540m-high (1772ft) Mnchsberg flinging up above the city; and at the white-wisped peaks of the Alps that pucker up on the horizon.Salzburg has churned out many a legend,
most notably Mozart, who was born in a bright-yellow townhouse on Getreidegasse, which now harbors a museum thats an ode to the virtuoso. His high-note-hitting rival is Maria of The Sound of Music (1965) fame. Boundless tours and bike rides whizz around the film locations, or devise your own self-guided spin of them.Escape the masses by taking
a spirit-lifting hike along the wooded cliffs of Mnchsberg to Augustiner Brustbl, a 400-year-old, monk-founded brewery, with Oktoberfest flavor, vaulted parlors, and a 1000-seat beer garden for quaffing foaming beers under the chestnut trees. For a breath of fresh Alpine air and trails weaving deep into the mountains, hitch a ride on the cable car up
to 1853m-high (6079ft) Untersberg on the border with Bavaria. Planning tip: Salzburg gets totally swamped in peak season. Rooms are like gold dust and rates rocket during the festival from mid-July to late August. Spring and autumn are less crowded, while winter here is cold but beautiful, particularly when Christmas markets sparkle. Graz is a
great jumping off point for a trip to the less-visiting Styria region Przemek Iciak / Shutterstock 5. Graz and the Styrian Wine RoadsWith a castle high on a bluff, an Altstadt thats a jumble of Renaissance courtyards and baroque palaces hinting at nearby Italy, and some strikingly avant-garde galleries, Graz is an endearingly laid-back, cultured city for
dipping deeper into the oft-overlooked region of Styria in southern Austria.Using the city as a base, you can easily strike out onto the Weinstrassen (wine roads) that vein the gently rolling hills, flower-stippled meadows, forests and vineyards that carpet the south of the province. With vineyards marching up steep hillsides and even the odd poppy and
cypress tree, this is Austrias answer to Tuscany (minus the crowds) and perfect road trip territory. As you make your way through towns like Leutschach, Ehrenhausen, Gamlitz and Berghausen, youll find wineries opening their doors for tastings and farmhouses offering rustic respite.Planning tip: On the last weekend in September, the region pops
many corks at its Weinlesefest (wine harvest festival). With cross-country skiing and hiking and cycling trails, the Bregenzerwald is the perfect place to spend a few days Umomos / Shutterstock 6. BregenzerwaldEveryone raves about the mountains of Tyrol and Salzburgerland, but theres a lesser-known region that deserves a look-in. Huge swathes of
Austria's far west, Vorarlberg, remain deliciously off-the-radar, with narrow, silent valleys carving up mighty peaks and forests. It is here that the Alpine heights of the Silvretta-Montafon give way to the wavy hills and lush dairy country of the Bregenzerwald, which in turn fall to the Bodensee (Lake Constance), where Austria rolls into Germany and
Switzerland.The Bregenzerwald, in particular, is an incredibly peaceful and deeply rural corner of the country to slip off the map for a few days, whether hiking, cycling or cross-country skiing. Roads here unzip through cow-nibbled pastures, passing limestone peaks and one ludicrously pretty timber chalet-lined village after the next. The dream is
Schwarzenberg, where you can visit the Angelika Kauffmann Museum before lunch in the wood-panelled parlor at Gasthof Hirschen.Planning tip: Youll need own wheels to explore the regions KseStrasse (cheese road), which twists through valley and lush mountain meadow, linking up cheese-makers, farm shops and Schoppernaus show dairy.For
more great driving routes check out our guide to Austria's best road trips Ride the Zaha Hadid-designed funicular from Innsbruck up into the Nordkette Alps Sergii Figurnyi / Shutterstock 7. InnsbruckThe jagged Nordkette Alps rise like a theater curtain above Innsbruck, Tyrols rivetingly pretty capital. Here mountains whoosh up above the turquoise
Inn River and seem to sneak into every picture. Cant decide between city and slopes? Here you get the best of both, with a space-age funicular designed by architect Zaha Hadid winging you up to the Alpine heights of 2334m (7657ft) Hafelekar in mere minutes.Innsbruck is perhaps unique in the fact you can spend the morning carving powder, hiking
or dashing downhill on a mountain bike, and the afternoon with a serious hit of culture. Begin by wafting around the swanky imperial state apartments of the cupola-topped Hofburg palace. Nearby the Goldenes Dachl catches your eye, a late-Gothic oriel shimmering with 2657 fire-gilded copper tiles. But all that glitters here is not gold: just a quick
bus hop from town, Swarovski Kristallwelten in Wattens delivers some serious crystal sparkle.To ramp up the adventure, head to the neighboring village of Igls for a pulse-quickening ride on the Olympiabobbahn, where youll pick up speeds of 110km/h (68mph) as you pinball around 10 curves.Planning tip: With stays of two nights or more, youll
receive the Innsbruck Welcome Card, which entitles you to benefits like free public transport, bike rental, rides on mountain lifts, guided hikes (in summer) and snowshoe tours (in winter). A visit to Austria's Wachau region is possible on a day trip from Vienna Stefan Rotter / Getty Images 7. The WachauFew places capture the soul of Austria like the
Wachau, a skip west of Vienna, with mellow landscapes unfolding as harmoniously as a Strauss symphony. Here orchards and vineyards rib terraced slopes that stagger down to the meandering River Danube, and trails waltz through field and forest to medieval castles romantically poised on hillsides. With one of the countrys most exciting food and
wine scenes, paths that are a joy to explore on foot or by bike, and poetic landscapes, this stretch of the Danube Valley is so darned scenic that it has been granted UNESCO World Heritage status. The big-hitter culturally is Stift Melk, a twin-spired, onion-domed baroque stunner of an abbey, with a sunny yellow facade and flamboyantly frescoed
monastery church. Beyond this, youll want to see the fairy-tale that is Drnsteins ruined castle, where Richard the Lionheart was locked up in the late 12th century for insulting Leopold V, and the low-key village of Spitz, topped off by the 1000-Eimer-Berg, so-named for its ability to fill 1000 buckets of wine each season.Planning tip: Trains run from
Vienna to Krems and Melk in an hour, making this a cracking day trip from the capital. Rent wheels with nextbike to pedal along the river and through wine country on a stretch of the Danube Cycle Path.Looking for other day trips from Vienna? Here are some of the best9. Bad GasteinSmuggled away in a wildly romantic valley in the glacier-capped
Hohe Tauern mountains, Bad Gastein is an instant heart-stealer, with belle poque villas that evoke the grace of a bygone age clinging to sheer, forested slopes, and a 341m (1119ft) waterfall plummeting over cliffs. Over the centuries the town has beguiled everyone from beauty-conscious Romans to romantic souls such as Schubert and Klimt and
royals like Empress Elisabeth for the miraculous healing powers of its radon-laced thermal hot springs.Today you can take these same waters at the grotto-filled Felsentherme and architecturally innovative Alpentherme baths. Or, for greater impact, go deep into the bowels of the Gasteiner Heilstollen, a medieval gold mine turned health center, to
absorb the radon (taster sessions are available), said to cure all manner of ills from arthritis to fibromyalgia.One look at the mountains that fling up above the valley and youll be itching to head higher. A gondola swings up to 2200m (7218ft) Stubnerkogel, where you can hike across a 140m-long (459ft) suspension bridge for out-of-this-world views
deep into the snowy Hohe Tauern peaks, or ski in winter.Planning tip: Stay overnight and you get the Gastein Card, which entitles you to free use of local public transport, free guided half-day and full-day hikes, plus substantial discounts on mountain lifts, thermal baths and activities. If you only have time for one lake in the Salzkammergut region,
make it to Hallstatter See zhuyufang / Getty Images 10. Salzkammergut LakesIf youve ever swooned over a lake scene in The Sound of Music it was probably filmed in the Salzkammergut, a fantasy region of jewel-colored Alpine lakes, wildflower-strewn valleys and peaks topping out near the 3000m (9845ft) mark. Should you only have time to see one
lake, make it crazily pretty Hallstatt, a heavenly splash of glassy green-blue water, rimmed by the Dachstein Mountains. So gorgeous that it inspired the kingdom of Arendelle in the 2013-Disney blockbuster Frozen, its looks havent gone unnoticed and the villages streets are clogged in summer. A funicular floats up to UNESCO-listed Salzwelten, the
worlds oldest salt mines, which peer back on 7000 years of history and once produced the regions "white gold".The region rewards those who dont rush straight off: allow longer so you can soak in thermal baths in spa town Bad Ischl, bathe in the warm waters of crescent-shaped Mondsee, follow in pilgrims footsteps to Wolfgangsee, and explore the
icy underworld of the Dachstein Caves in Obertraun.Planning tip: While July to early September are ideal for lake swimming (the water is mighty chilly at other times of the year), you might prefer to visit in the shoulder seasons spring and autumn are glorious to escape the selfie stick-wielding throngs and enjoy the lakes in peace.So you want to go
properly off piste? Upper Austria is the place to do just that. Somehow this region has managed to slip under the tourist radar making it ripe for an away-from-the-crowds adventure. This province has its own quiet, lingering beauty, with golden wheat fields giving way to patchwork fields and apple orchards that in turn rise to mountains rolling to the
Czech border. Its a joy to explore on foot or by bike, with cycle paths hugging river banks, rambling farms selling homegrown Most (cider) and mellow autumn mists.The fairest town by far is Steyr, which composer Franz Schubert called "inconceivably lovely" and used as the inspiration for his sprightly "Trout Quintet". At the confluence of the swiftly
flowing Enns and Steyr rivers, this pretty town of cobblestones and pastel-hued baroque houses makes a brilliant base for diving into the rest of the region.Planning tip: For hiking, mountain-biking and rock climbing action, the Nationalpark Kalkalpens limestone peaks, gorges, and high moors are within easy striking distance.12. St Anton am
Arlbergln the beginning there was St Anton am Arlberg... In the place where the countrys first ski club was founded in 1901 and downhill skiing was born, the Austrian Alps take a huge leap into wilder heights. Overshadowed by a real beast of a mountain called Valluga (2809m/9216ft), this resort makes even veteran skiers quiver in their boots with
some of Austrias steepest on- and off-piste skiing. The ultimate challenge is the Run of Fame. One of the longest circuits in the Alps, this 85km (53-mile) marathon ski wraps up the entire Arlberg arena and covers 18km (11 vertical miles). With 305km (190 miles) of slopes to pound, the skiing here is the stuff of legend. And the aprs-ski scene is
bonkers people here like to party as hard as they play.While winter is the big deal for most, the outdoor action ramps up in summer too, with hiking trails heading from peak to glorious peak, and adventure pros H20 taking you white water rafting on the fast-flowing Inn River, canyoning in the surrounding gorges, tubing, and mountain biking. If
mindfulness is more your bag, mountain yoga is having a moment here too, with the resort playing host to a peak-gazing, mood-lifting, body-bending festival in early September.Planning tip: From mid-June to early October, all guests receive the handy St Anton Summer Card, including benefits like free use of public transport, entrance to local
museums, guided hikes, yoga classes and swimming pool entry. Austria (German: sterreich), officially the Republic of Austria (German: Republik sterreich), is a small, predominantly mountainous country located in Central Europe, approximately between Germany, Italy and Hungary.The origins of modern Austria date back to the ninth century, when
the countryside of upper and lower Austria became increasingly populated. Since the Austrian ruling Habsburg dynasty controlled large parts of Western Europe for much of the period from 1278 to 1918, Austria has had a huge impact on the development of Western Europe. After hundreds of years' involvement in innumerable wars, Austria is one of
six European countries that have declared permanent neutrality and one of the few countries that includes the concept of everlasting neutrality in their constitution. GeographyThe German name sterreich can be translated into English as the "eastern realm," which is derived from the Old German Ostarrchi. The name "Ostarrichi" is first documented
in an official document from 996. Since then this word has developed into the German word sterreich. The name was Latinized as "Austria."The landlocked country shares national borders with Switzerland and the tiny principality of Liechtenstein to the west, Germany and the Czech Republic and Slovakia to the north, Hungary to the east, and
Slovenia and Italy to the south. It has a total area of 32,383 square miles (83,859 square kilometers), about twice the size of Switzerland and slightly smaller than the state of Maine in the U.S..Austria may be divided into three unequal geographical areas. The largest part of Austria (62 percent) is occupied by the relatively young mountains of the
Alps, but in the east, these give way to a part of the Pannonian plain, and north of the River Danube lies the Bhmerwald, an older, but lower, granite mountain range. The highest point is Grossglockner at 12,460 feet (3798 meters). The greater part of Austria lies in the cool/temperate climate zone in which humid westerly winds predominate. The
wetter western regions have an Atlantic climate with a yearly rainfall of about 40 inches (1000 millimeters), while the eastern regions have a drier, more continental type of climate, and less precipitation. With over half of the country dominated by the Alps, the alpine climate predominates. In the east, in the Pannonian Plain and along the Danube
valley, the climate shows continental features with less rain than the alpine areas. Although Austria is cold in the winter, in the summer temperatures can be relatively warm reaching 68F -95F (20C-35C).Northern Austria is the location of the main watershed between the Black Sea and the North Sea. Most Austrian territory drains to the Danube
River. Austria has numerous lakes, many a legacy of glacial erosion. The largest lakes are Lake Constance (Bodensee) in the west and the marshy Neusiedler Lake (Neusiedlersee) to the east. Natural resources include oil, coal, lignite, timber, iron ore, copper, zinc, antimony, magnesite, tungsten, graphite, salt, and hydropower.Austria has 44 percent
of its area under forests. Deciduous beech, birch, and oak and conifers (fir) cover the mountains up to about 4000 feet (1200 meters), above which fir predominates and then gives way to larch and stone pine. Wildlife include some chamois, deer, hare, fox, badger, marten, Alpine chough, grouse, marmot, partridge, and pheasant. Birds include purple
heron, spoonbill, and avocet. The ibex, once threatened, has begun breeding again. Natural hazards include landslides, avalanches, and earthquakes. Environmental issues include some forest degradation caused by air and soil pollution, soil pollution resulting from the use of agricultural chemicals, air pollution resulting from emissions by coal- and
oil-fired power stations and industrial plants and from trucks transiting Austria between northern and southern Europe. Vienna is Austria's primary city, and had a population of about 1.7 million (2.3 million within the metropolitan area) in 2007. It is by far the largest city in Austria as well as its cultural, economic and political center.HistoryPre-
historyThe first traces of human settlement in the lands that became Austria date from the Lower Paleolithic Period (early Stone Age), about 2.5 million years ago. The archaeological evidence shows several distinct cultures either succeeded one another or coexisted. Hallstatt in Austria gave its name to a culture that lasted from 1200 B.C.E. to 500
B.C.E. The community at Hallstatt exploited the salt mines in the area. Hallstatt cemeteries contained weapons and ornaments from the Bronze Age, up to the fully developed Iron Age. NoricumNoricum was a Celtic federation of 12 tribes stretching over the area of today's Austria and Slovenia, and in the past a province of the Roman Empire. It was
bounded on the north by the Danube, on the west by Raetia and Vindelicia, on the east by Pannonia, on the south by Italia and Dalmatia. The original population appears to have consisted of Pannonians (a people kin to the Illyrians), who after the great emigration of the Gauls became subordinate to various Celtic tribes. The country proved rich in iron
and supplied material for the manufacturing of arms in Pannonia, Moesia and northern Italy. The famous Noric steel was largely used in the making of Roman weapons. Roman ruleFor a long time the Noricans enjoyed independence under princes of their own and carried on commerce with the Romans, until Noricum was incorporated into the Roman
Empire in 16 B.C.E. The Romans built roads, and towns including Carnuntum (near Hainburg), and Vindobona (Vienna). Roman municipalities developed at Brigantium (Bregenz), Juvavum (Salzburg), Ovilava (Wels), Virunum (near Klagenfurt), Teurnia (near Spittal an der Drau), and Flavia Solva (near Leibnitz). Invasions of Germanic tribes in from
166 C.E. to 180 C.E. interrupted peaceful development. The Alemanni invaded in the third century. Under Diocletian (245-313), Noricum was divided into Noricum ripense ("Riverside Noricum," the northern part southward from the Danube) and Noricum mediterraneum. Subsequent attacks by Huns and eastern Germans overcame Roman provincial
defenses in the area.Severinus of NoricumSeverinus of Noricum (ca. 410-482), a Roman Catholic saint, was first recorded as traveling along the Danube in Noricum and Bavaria, preaching Christianity, procuring supplies for the starving, redeeming captives, and establishing monasteries at Passau and Favianae, and hospices in the chaotic territories
that were ravaged by the Great Migrations, sleeping on sackcloth and fasting severely. His efforts seem to have won him wide respect, including that of the Hun chieftain Odoacer (435493). His biographer Eugippius credits him with the prediction that Odoacer would become king of Rome.Rupert of SalzburgRupert of Salzburg (660-710), was a Frank
and bishop of Worms until around 697, when he was sent to become a missionary to Regensburg in Bavaria. He soon had converted a large area of the Danube, and introduced education and other reforms. He promoted the salt mines of Salzburg, then a ruined Roman town of Juvavum, and made it his base and renamed the place
"Salzburg."Germanic, Slavic settlementDuring the Migration Period (300-700), the Slavs migrated into the Alps in the wake of the expansion of their Avar overlords during the seventh century, mixed with the Celto-Romanic population, and established the realm of Karantania, which covered much of eastern and central Austrian territory, and lasted
almost 300 years. In the meantime, the Germanic tribe of the Bavarians had developed in the fifth and sixth century in the west of the country and in Bavaria, while what is today Vorarlberg had been settled by the Alemans. Those groups mixed with the Rhaeto-Romanic population and pushed it up into the mountains.Karantania, under pressure of the
Avars, lost its independence to Bavaria in 745 and became a margraviate, which was a medieval border province. During the following centuries, Bavarian settlers went down the Danube and up the Alps, a process through which Austria was to become the mostly German-speaking country it is today. The Bavarians themselves came under the
overlordship of the Carolingian Franks and subsequently a Duchy of the Holy Roman Empire. Duke Tassilo III, who wanted to maintain Bavarian independence, was defeated and displaced by Charlemagne in 788. From 791 to 796, Charlemagne led a number of attacks against the Avars, making them resettle to the eastern part of lower Austria, where
they were presumably assimilated into the local population. March of AustriaFranks instituted border provinces known as marches, in newly won territory. The marches were overseen by a comes or dux as appointed by the warlord. The title was eventually regularized to margravei (German: markgraf). (i.e. "count of the mark"). The first march,
covering approximately the territory that would become Austria, was the Eastern March (marchia orientalis), established by Charlemagne in the late eighth century against the Avars. When the Avars disappeared in the 820s, they were replaced largely by a Slavic people, who established the state of Great Moravia. The region of Pannonia was set
apart from the Duchy of Friuli in 828 and set up as a march against Moravia within the regnum of Bavaria. These marches corresponded to a frontier along the Danube from the Traungau to Szombathely and the Raba river and including the Vienna basin. Magyar incursions began in 881. By the 890s, the Pannonian march seems to have disappeared.
By 906, Magyars had destroyed Great Moravia, and in 907, the Magyars defeated a large Bavarian army near Pressburg (Bratislava). But Emperor Otto the Great (912-973) defeated the Magyars in the Battle of Lechfeld (955). The marchia orientalis, that was to become the core territory of Austria, was given to Leopold of Babenberg (d. 994) in 976
after the revolt of Henry II, Duke of Bavaria.The first record showing the name Austria is 996 were it is written as Ostarrchi, referring to the territory of the Babenberg March. The term Ostmark is not historically ascertained and appears to be a translation of marchia orientals that came up only much later.Babenberg AustriaOriginally from Bamberg
in Franconia, now northern Bavaria, an apparent branch of the Babenbergs went on to rule Austria as counts of the march and dukes from 976 to 1248, before the rise of the house of Habsburg. Those centuries were characterized by settlement, forest clearing, establishment of towns and monasteries, and expansion. Leopold I (d.994) extended the
eastern frontier to the Vienna Woods after a war with the Magyars. Henry I, who was margrave from 994 to 1018, controlled the country around Vienna and created new marches in what was later known as Carniola and Styria. Margrave Adalbert battled Hungarians and Moravians during his rule from 1018 to 1055. Austria was drawn into the
Investiture Controversy, a struggle for control of the church in Germany, between Pope Gregory VII and King Henry IV from 1075. Leopold III (10951136) married Holy Roman Emperor Henry V's sister Agnes, and during his rule, Austrian common law was first mentioned. On Leopold III's death, the Babenbergs were drawn into a conflict between the
two leading German dynasties, the Hohenstaufen and the Welfson the side of the Hohenstaufen. In 1156, the Privilegium Minus elevated Austria to the status of a duchy. In 1192, the Babenbergs also acquired the Duchy of Styria through the Georgenberg Pact. At that time, the Babenberg dukes came to be one of the most influential ruling families in
the region.The reign of Leopold VI (1198-1230) was a time of great prosperity. He founded a Cistercian monastery at Lilienfeld (c. 1206), he participated in crusades, and brought about the Treaty of San Germano between Emperor Frederick II and Pope Gregory IX in 1230. But his son Frederick II (1201-1246), known as "the Warlike" and "the
Quarrelsome," was known for harsh internal policy, failed military excursions against neighboring lands, and opposition to the emperor Frederick II, which led in 1237 to the temporary loss of both Austria and Styria. On June 15, 1246, he was killed in battle against the Hungarians, and the male line of the family came to an end. This resulted in the
interregnum, a period of several decades during which the status of the country was disputed. The Babenberg era produced excellent Romanesque and early Gothic architecture, the court attracted leading German poets, and the Nibelung saga was written down.Rise of The Habsburgs (1278-1526) Coat of arms of the Habsburg EmperorAustria came
briefly under the rule of the Czech King Otakar II (12531278), who controlled the duchies of Austria, Styria and Carinthia. Contesting the election of Rudolf I of Habsburg (1218-1291) as emperor, Otakar was defeated and killed in the battle of Drnkrut and Jedenspeigen in 1278 by the German King, who took Austria and gave it to his sons, Albert and
Rudolf II, to govern in 1282. After opposition from the Austrians, the Treaty of Rheinfelden in 1283 provided that Duke Albert should be the sole ruler. Austria was ruled by the Habsburgs for the next 640 years. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the Habsburgs began to accumulate other provinces in the vicinity of the Duchy of Austria, which
remained a small Duchy along the Danube, and Styria, which they had acquired from Ottokar alongside with Austria. Carinthia and Carniola came under Habsburg rule in 1335, Tyrol in 1363. These provinces, together, became known as the Habsburg hereditary lands, although they were sometimes all lumped together simply as Austria.During his
notable but short rule, Rudolf IV (1358-1365) proclaimed the indivisibility of Habsburg hereditary possessions, which corresponded roughly to the modern republic of Austria. He started to rebuild St Stephen's Cathedral in the Gothic style, and founded the University of Vienna (1365). Rudolf is best known for the forgery of the Privilegium Maius,
which de facto put him on par with the Electors of the Holy Roman Empire, compensating for Austria's failure to receive an electoral vote in the Golden Bull. The title of archduke, invented by Rudolf, became an honorific title of all males of the House of Habsburg in the sixteenth century. His brothers Albert III (1349-1395) and Leopold III (1351-1386)
split the realms in the Treaty of Neuberg in 1379. Albert retained Austria proper, while Leopold took the remaining territories. In 1402, there was another split in the Leopoldinian line, when Ernest the Iron (1377-1424) took Inner Austria (Styria, Carinthia and Carniola) and Frederick IV (1382-1439) became ruler of Tyrol and Further Austria. The
territories were only reunified by Ernest's son Frederick V (Frederick III as Holy Roman Emperor), when the Albertinian line (1457) and the Elder Tyrolean line (1490) had become extinct.In 1396, representatives of nobility, monasteries, towns, and marketplaces were first assembled to consider the Turkish threat. From then, these estates or diets



were to play an important political role in Austria. Sometimes peasants sent their representatives. Habsburg partitions, and periodic regencies, meant the assemblies gained in importance, and insisted on the right to levy taxes and duties. In 1438, Duke Albert V of Austria was chosen as the successor to his father-in-law, Emperor Sigismund. Although
Albert himself only reigned for a year, from then on, every emperor was a Habsburg, with only one exception. The Habsburgs began also to accumulate lands far from the Hereditary Lands. The reign of Frederick III (14151493) was characterized by strife with the estates, with his neighbors, and with his jealous family. During the reign of Emperor
Archduke Maximilian (14591519), the Habsburg empire became a great power, as its territory expanded because of several advantageous marriages. Maximilian married Mary of Burgundy, thus acquiring most of the Low Countries. His son Philip the Fair married Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand V and Isabella I, and thus acquired Spain and its Italian,
African, and New World appendages. Philips son Ferdinand I married into the ruling House of Bohemia and Hungary and became King of Bohemia in 1524.Empire combined and dividedFerdinands brother Charles became Holy Roman Emperor as Charles V (15001558) after Maximilian died in 1519. Charles V combined under his rule Habsburg
hereditary lands in Austria, the Low Countries, and Spain and its possessionsa huge territory which was impossible for one monarch to rule. In 1520, Emperor Charles V (15001558) left Habsburg hereditary territories in Austria and part of Germany to the rule of his brother, Ferdinand (15031564). The division of the Habsburg dynasty into Spanish
and Austrian branches was finalized in 1556 when Charles abdicated as King of Spain in favor of his son Philip IT and, in 1558, as Holy Roman Emperor in favor of his brother Ferdinand.The Reformation The Battle of Vienna 1683.Austria and the other Habsburg hereditary provinces (and Hungary and Bohemia, as well) were much affected by the
Reformation, the separation of Protestant denominations from the Catholic Church that started in 1517. Although the Habsburg rulers themselves remained Catholic, the provinces themselves largely converted to Lutheranism, which Ferdinand I and his successors, Maximilian II, Rudolf II, and Mathias largely tolerated. The nobility turned toward
Lutheranism, while the peasants were attracted by the Anabaptists, who were persecuted. In 1528, Annabaptist leader Balthasar Hubmaier was burned at the stake in Vienna, and in 1536, Tirolean Anabaptist Jakob Hutter, was burned at the stake in Innsbruck. The Peace of Augsburg in 1555 brought some peace based on the principle that each ruler
had the right to determine his religion and that of his subjects.Counter-ReformationIn the late sixteenth century, however, the Counter-Reformation began to make its influence felt, and the Jesuit-educated Archduke Ferdinand (15291595) who ruled over Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola, was energetic in suppressing heresy in the provinces which he
ruled. When, in 1619, he was elected emperor to succeed his cousin Mathias, Ferdinand II, as he became known, embarked on an energetic attempt to re-Catholicize not only the hereditary provinces, but Bohemia and Habsburg Hungary as well. The Protestants in Bohemia rebelled in 1618, thus beginning the first phase of the Thirty Years' War
(1618-1648), which had greatly negative consequences for Habsburg control of the empire itself. These campaigns within the Habsburg hereditary lands were largely successful, leaving the emperors with much greater control within their hereditary power base, although Hungary was never successfully re-Catholicized.Conflict with the
TurksFerdinands defeat by the Ottoman Turks in the Battle of Mohcs of 1526, in which Ferdinand's brother-in-law Louis II, King of Hungary and Bohemia, was killed, and the first siege of Vienna, which followed in 1529, initiated the Austrian phase of the Habsburg-Ottoman Wars. Ferdinand brought Bohemia and that part of Hungary not occupied by
the Ottomans under his rule. Habsburg expansion into Hungary, however, led to frequent conflicts with the Turks, particularly the so-called Long War of 1593 to 1606. The long reign of Leopold I (1657-1705) saw the culmination of the Austrian conflict with the Turks. Following the successful defense of Vienna in 1683, a series of campaigns resulted
in the return of all of Hungary to Austrian control by the Treaty of Carlowitz in 1699.The War of the Spanish SuccessionIn 1700, the physically disabled, mentally retarded and disfigured Habsburg Charles II of Spain (1661-1700) died without an heir. He bequeathed Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, and possessions in Italy to Philip, Duke of Anjou, a
grandson of Louis XIV, King of France. The Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I, a Habsburg from the Austrian line, claimed these lands for his son Joseph I. This led to the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1714), in which the French and Austrians (along with their British and Dutch allies) fought over the inheritance of the vast territories of the
Spanish Habsburgs. Although the French secured control of Spain and its colonies for Philip, the Austrians also ended up making significant gains in Western Europe, including the former Spanish Netherlands (now called the Austrian Netherlands, including most of modern Belgium), the Duchy of Milan in Northern Italy, and Naples and Sardinia in
Southern Italy. The Pragmatic Sanction and the War of the Austrian Succession Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI.In 1713, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI (17111740), who had no living male heirs, promulgated the so-called Pragmatic Sanction, which declared his possessions indivisible and hereditary in both the male and female linemaking his
daughter Maria Theresa his heir. Most European monarchs accepted the Pragmatic Sanction in exchange for territory and authority. After Charles' death in 1740, Charles Albert (1697-1745), the prince-elector of Bavaria who was son-in-law of Joseph I, Holy Roman Emperor, rejected the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 and claimed the German territories
of the Habsburg dynasty. He invaded Upper Austria in 1741, thus sparking the War of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748), which began under the pretext that Maria Theresa of Austria was ineligible to succeed to the Habsburg throne, because Salic law precluded royal inheritance by a woman. The war featured a struggle of Prussia and the
Habsburg monarchs for control of the economically important region of Silesia. Austria lost most of the economically developed Silesia to Prussia.Enlightened despotismIn 1745, following the reign of the Bavarian Elector as Emperor Charles VII, Maria Theresa's husband Francis of Lorraine, Grand Duke of Tuscany, was elected emperor, restoring
control of that position to the Habsburgs (or, rather, to the new composite house of Habsburg-Lorraine). Maria Theresa remained the power on the throne. The Seven Years' War (17561763), which claimed between 900,000 and 1,400,000 people and involved all of the major European powers of the period. The war ended France's position as a major
colonial power in the Americas, and its position as the leading power in Europe, until the time of the French Revolution. Great Britain, meanwhile, emerged as the dominant colonial power in the world. The war left Austria, exhausted, continuing the alliance with France (cemented in 1770 with the marriage of Maria Theresa's daughter Archduchess
Maria Antonietta to the Dauphin), but also facing a dangerous situation in Central Europe, faced with the alliance of Frederick the Great of Prussia and Catherine the Great of Russia.On Maria Theresa's death in 1780, she was succeeded by her son Joseph II, already Holy Roman Emperor since Francis I's death in 1765. Joseph was a reformer, and is
often considered the foremost example of an eighteenth century enlightened despot. He abolished serfdom, improved civil and criminal procedures, decreed religious toleration and freedom of the press, and attempted to control the Roman Catholic Church and the various provincial nobilities. His reforms led to widespread resistance, especially in
Hungary and the Austrian Netherlands, which were used to their traditional liberties. He pursued a policy of alliance with Catherine the Great's Russia, which led to a war with the Ottoman Empire in 1787. Austria's performance in the war was distinctly unimpressive, and the expense involved led to further resistance. Joseph was succeeded by his
more sensible brother, Leopold II, previously the reforming Grand Duke of Tuscany. Leopold knew when to cut his losses, and soon cut deals with the revolting Netherlanders and Hungarians. He revoked most of the reforms and recognized Hungary as a separate unit. He also managed to secure a peace with Turkey in 1791, and negotiated an
alliance with Prussia, which had been allying with Poland to press for war on behalf of the Ottomans against Austria and Russia.War with revolutionary FranceFrom 1792 to 1815 the Habsburg Empire was at war, first with revolutionary France, and then in the Napoleonic Wars. Although Leopold was sympathetic to the revolutionaries, he was also
the brother of the French queen. Disputes arose involving the rights of various imperial princes in Alsace, where the revolutionary French government was attempting to remove rights. Although Leopold did his best to avoid war with the French, he died in March of 1792. The French declared war on his inexperienced son Francis II a month later. An
initially successful Austro-Prussian invasion of France faltered when the French forces drove the invaders back across the border and, during the winter of 1794-1795, conquered the Austrian Netherlands. Defeats by Napoleon in 1797 and 1799 led to the Imperial Deputation Report of 1803, in which the Holy Roman Empire was reorganized, with
nearly all of the ecclesiastical territories and free cities, traditionally the parts of the empire most friendly to the House of Austria, eliminated. With Bonaparte's assumption of the title of Emperor of the French in 1804, Francis, seeing the writing on the wall for the old Empire, took the new title of Emperor of Austria as Francis I, in addition to his title
of Holy Roman Emperor. Defeat at Austerlitz on December 2, 1805, meant the end of the old Holy Roman Empire. Napoleon's satellite states in southern and Western Germany seceded from the empire in the summer of 1806, forming the Confederation of the Rhine, and a few days later Francis proclaimed the Empire dissolved, and renounced the old
imperial crown. The Congress of Vienna by Jean-Baptiste Isabey, 1819.Napoleon's fortunes eventually turned. He was defeated at Leipzig in October 1813, and abdicated on April 3, 1814. Louis XVIII was restored, soon negotiating a peace treaty with the victorious allies at Paris in June.The Congress of Vienna Prince Klemens Wenzel von
Metternich.The Congress of Vienna was a conference between ambassadors, from the major powers in Europe that was chaired by the Austrian chancellor Klemens Wenzel von Metternich (17731859) and held in Vienna, Austria, from November 1, 1814, to June 8, 1815. Its purpose was to settle issues and redraw the continent's political map after the
defeat of Napoleonic France the previous spring, which would also reflect the change in status by the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire eight years before. The discussions continued despite the former emperor Napoleon I's return from exile and resumption of power in France in March 1815, and the Congress's Final Act was signed nine days
before his final defeat at Waterloo on June 18, 1815.Austria emerged from the Congress of Vienna as one of three of the continent's dominant powers (together with Russia and Prussia). Although Austria lost some territories in Belgium and south-west Germany, it gained Lombardy, Venetia, Istria, and Dalmatia. In 1815 the German Confederation,
(German) Deutscher Bund was founded under the presidency of Austria, with Austria and Prussia the leading powers.Revolutions of 1848Under the control of Metternich, the Austrian Empire entered a period of censorship and a police state in the period between 1815 and 1848. The empire was basically rural, although industrial growth had taken
place since the late 1820s. Unsolved social, political and national conflicts made the Habsburg Empire susceptible to the 1848 revolution, a revolutionary wave which erupted in Sicily and then, further triggered by the French Revolution of 1848, soon spread to the rest of Europe. From March 1848 through July 1849, much of the revolutionary activity
was of a nationalist character. The empire, ruled from Vienna, included Austrian Germans, Hungarians, Slovenes, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Ruthenians, Romanians, Serbs, Italians, and Croats, all of whom attempted in the course of the revolution to either achieve autonomy, independence, or even hegemony over other nationalities. The nationalist
picture was further complicated by the simultaneous events in the German states, which moved toward greater German national unity.Metternich and the mentally handicapped Emperor Ferdinand I (1793-1875) were forced to resign to be replaced by his young nephew Franz Joseph (1830-1916). Separatist tendencies (especially in Lombardy and
Hungary) were suppressed by military force. A constitution was enacted in March 1848, but it had little practical impact. However, one of the concessions to revolutionaries with a lasting impact was freeing of peasants in Austria. This facilitated industrialization, as many flocked to the newly industrializing cities of the Austrian domain. (Industrial
centers were Bohemia, Lower Austria with Vienna, and Upper Styria). Social upheaval led to increased strife in ethnically mixed cities, leading to mass nationalist movements.Austria-Hungary createdThe defeat at Kniggrtz in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866 resulted in Austria's exclusion from Germany; the German Confederation was dissolved. The
monarchy's weak external position forced Franz Joseph to concede also internal reforms. To appease Hungarian nationalism, Franz Joseph made a deal with Hungarian nobles, which led to the creation of Austria-Hungary through the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867. The western half of the realm (Cisleithania) and Hungary (Transleithania)
now became two realms with different interior policy, but with a common ruler and a common foreign and military policy.The 1867 compromise heightened the desire for autonomy among other national groups within the empire, which was also home to Czechs, Poles, Ruthenes (Ukrainians), Slovaks, Serbs, Romanians, Croats, Slovenes, and Italians.
About 6.5 million Czechs living in Bohemia, Moravia, and Austrian Silesia made up the largest, and most restless minority.The Austrian half of the dual monarchy began to move towards constitutionalism. A constitutional system with a parliament, the Reichsrat was created, and a bill of rights was enacted also in 1867. Suffrage to the Reichstag's
lower house was gradually expanded until 1907, when equal suffrage for all male citizens was introduced. However, the effectiveness of parliamentarism was hampered by conflicts between parties representing different ethnic groups, and meetings of the parliament were ceased altogether during World War I.The decades until 1914 featured a lot of
construction, expansion of cities and railway lines, and development of industry. During this period, now known as Grnderzeit, Austria became an industrialized country, even though the Alpine regions remained characterized by agriculture. Alliance with GermanyAustrian foreign minister Gyula Andrssy (1823-1890), adopted a policy of friendship
with the German Empire, which was founded in 1871. Andrssy said that Austria-Hungary would not interfere in German internal affairs, while Germany backed Austro-Hungarian attempts to limit Russian influence in south-eastern Europe. In 1878, Austria-Hungary occupied Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had been cut off from the rest of the
Ottoman Empire by the creation of new states in the Balkans. The territory was annexed in 1907 and put under joint rule by the governments of both Austria and Hungary. In 1879, Germany and Austria-Hungary signed a formal alliance, which, with the addition of Italy in 1882, became known as the Triple Alliance. World War I Franz Ferdinand,
Archduke of Austria. Gavrilo Princip in prison cell at Terezn.The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863-1914), who was the presumed heir of Franz Joseph as Emperor, and his wife, in Sarajevo, in 1914 by Gavrilo Princip (a member of the Serbian nationalist group the Black Hand), was the proximate cause of World War I, a global military
conflict which took place primarily in Europe from 1914 to 1918. After receiving assurances of support from Germany, the Austro-Hungarian foreign office held the Serbian government responsible, and issued an ultimatum. Despite a conciliatory reply, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28. Germany declared war on Russia and France in
early August, sparking World War I. Over 40 million casualties resulted, including approximately 20 million military and civilian deaths. The Entente Powers, led by France, Russia, the British Empire, and later Italy (from 1915) and the United States (from 1917), defeated the Central Powers, led by the Austro-Hungarian, German, and Ottoman
Empires.Austro-Hungarian military initially fought Russia and Serbia. Italy, which had declared its neutrality, left the Triple Alliance and entered the war, in 1915, on the side of the Allies. The monarchy began to disintegrate, Emperor Franz Joseph I died in 1916, and was succeeded by his grand-nephew, Karl of Austria (1887-1922). In 1917, Emperor
Karl failed to achieve a separate peace with the Allies, angering the Germans. During early to mid 1918, Austro-Hungarian forces were defeated, while food shortages resulted in strikes and demonstrations at home, and mutinies in the military. Nationalist groups organized national councils. The Southern Slavs, meeting in October 1918, advocated
union with Serbia, while Czechs proclaimed an independent republic in Prague. The Hungarian government separated from Austria on November 3, the day Austria and Hungary each signed an armistice with the Allies. On November 12, Emperor Karl went into exile. Between 1918 and 1919, Austria, with most of the German-speaking parts, was
officially known as the Republic of German Austria (Republik Deutschsterreich). The monarchy was dissolved in 1919, and a parliamentary democracy was set up by the constitution of November 10, 1920.The Interwar years High inflation led to a change of currency from the old Krone to the new Schilling in 1925.The Austrian Republic started as a
disorganized state of about seven million people, minus the industrial areas of Bohemia and Moravia, and without the large internal market created by the union with Hungary. The newly formed Austrian parliament asked for union with Germany, but the Treaty of Saint Germain prohibited political or economic union with Germany and forced the
country to change its name from the "Republic of German Austria" to the "Republic of Austria," i.e. the First Republic. In 1920, the modern Constitution of Austria was enacted, creating a federal state, with a bicameral legislature and a democratic suffrage.From 1919 to 1920, the United States, British, and Swedish organizations provided food. In the
autumn of 1922, Austria was granted an international loan supervised by the League of Nations to avert bankruptcy, stabilize the currency, and improve the general economic condition. With the granting of the loan, Austria passed from an independent state to the control exercised by the League of Nations. At the time, the real ruler of Austria
became the League, through its commissioner in Vienna. The commissioner was a Dutchman not formally part of the Austrian government. Austria pledged to remain independent for at least 20 years.Austrian politics were characterized by intense and sometimes violent conflict between left and right from 1920 onwards. The Social Democratic Party
of Austria, which pursued a fairly left-wing course known as Austromarxism at that time, could count on a secure majority in "Red Vienna," while right-wing parties controlled all other states. Since 1920, Austria was ruled by the Christian Socialist Party, which had close ties to the Roman Catholic Church. It was headed by a Catholic priest named
Ignaz Seipel (1876-1932), who served twice as Chancellor. While in power, Seipel was working for an alliance between wealthy industrialists and the Roman Catholic Church.Both left-wing and right-wing paramilitary forces were created during the 1920s, namely the Heimwehr in 1921-1923 and the Republican Schutzbund in 1923. A clash between
those groups in Schattendorf, Burgenland, on January 30, 1927, led to the death of a man and a child. Right-wing veterans were indicted at a court in Vienna, but acquitted in a jury trial. This led to massive protests and fire at the Justizpalast in Vienna. In the July Revolt of 1927, 89 protesters were killed by the Austrian police forces.Political conflict
escalated until the early 1930s. Engelbert Dollfu (1892-1934) of the Christian Social Party became Chancellor in 1932.Austrofascism and Anschluss The conservative Christian Social Party dominated a series of federal governments while unrest continued during the economic misery of the Great Depression. Austrian Nazism became a new
destabilizing factor. Faced with growing opposition from the left and the extreme right, Dollfuss took advantage of a formal error during a vote in 1933 and dissolved parliament to rule by decree. On February 12, 1934, this new Austrofascist regime, backed by the army and the Heimwehr (Home Defence League), searched the headquarters of and
banned the Socialist Party. Later Dollfuss abolished opposing political parties.On May 1, 1934, the Dollfuss cabinet approved a new constitution that abolished freedom of the press, established one party system (known as "The Patriotic Front") and created a total state monopoly on employer-employee relations. This system remained in force until
Austria became part of the Third Reich in 1938. The Patriotic Front government frustrated the ambitions of pro-Hitlerite sympathizers in Austria who wished both political influence and unification with Germany, leading to the assassination of Dollfuss on July 25, 1934, during an attempted Nazi takeover. His successor Schuschnigg maintained the ban
on pro-Hitlerite activities in Austria. A Rome-Berlin Axis was established in 1936. Schuschnigg reached an agreement with German leader Adolf Hitler that acknowledged Austria as a German state. When Schuschnigg called for a plebiscite on Austrian independence in 1938, Hitler demanded and received his resignation on March 11, 1938. The
Anschluss (annexation) was accomplished when German troops occupied Austria on March 12, who met celebrating crowds. A Nazi government was formed, headed by Nazi puppet Arthur Seyss-Inquart (1892-1946) as Chancellor. A referendum on April 10 approved of the annexation with a majority of 99.73 percent. This referendum is, however,
believed by many observers and historians to have been rigged. Austria, called the Ostmark (Eastern March) until 1942 when it was renamed Alpen-Donau-Reichsgaue, was divided into seven administrative districts under the authority of the German Third Reich.World War II Nazi puppet leader Arthur Seyss-Inquart. Monument to Socialist leader Karl
Renner next to the Austrian Parliament. Austrian Chancellor Leopold Figl.World War II was a worldwide military conflict, which split the majority of the world's nations into two opposing military alliances: the Allies and the Axis Powers. Spanning much of the globe, World War II resulted in the death of over 70 million people, making it the deadliest
conflict in human history.The annexation of Austria was enforced by military invasion but large parts of the Austrian population were in favor of the Nazi regime, many Austrians would participate in its crimes. There was a Jewish population of about 200,000 then living in Vienna, which had contributed considerably to science and culture and very
many of these people, with socialist and Catholic Austrian politicians were deported to concentration camps, murdered or forced into exile.In October 1943, the United States, the United Kingdom, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) signed the Moscow Declaration, which asserted the re-establishment of an independent Austria as an
Allied war aim. Just before the end of the war, on March 28, 1945, American troops set foot on Austrian soil and the Soviet Union's Red Army crossed the eastern border two days later, taking Vienna on April 13. American and British forces occupied the western and southern regions, preventing Soviet forces from completely overrunning and
controlling the country.Just before the collapse of the Third Reich, the defeat of Germany and the end of the war, the Socialist leader Karl Renner (1870-1950), astutely set up a Provisional Government in Vienna in April 1945 with the tacit approval of the Soviet forces and declared Austria's secession from the Third Reich. Western occupation powers
recognized Renner's provisional government in October, and parliamentary elections were held in November. The Austrian Peoples Party won 85 of the National Assembly's 165 seats, the Socialists won 76 seats, and the Communists won four seats. Renner was elected president, and a coalition government with the Peoples Party leader Leopold Figl
(1902-1965) as Chancellor was formed.Allied occupation Occupation zones in AustriaAustria, in general, was treated like it had been originally invaded by Germany and liberated by the Allies. The country was occupied by the Allies from May 9, 1945 and under the Allied Commission for Austria established by an agreement on July 4, 1945, it was
divided into Zones occupied respectively by American, British, French and Soviet Army personnel, with Vienna being also divided similarly into four sectors - with an International Zone at its heart. Largely owing to Karl Renner's action on April 27th in setting up a Provisional Government, the Austrian Government had the right to legislate and to
administer the laws. The occupation powers controlled demilitarization and the disposal of German-owned propertywhich was assigned to the respective occupying power in each zone. The war had shattered Austrian industry, disrupted transport, and the people had suffered, especially from starvation. The UN Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
(UNRRA) by mid-1947 averted the danger of starvation. Austria would benefit from the Marshall Plan but economic recovery was very slow - as a result of the State's ten-year political overseeing by the Allied Powers. By 1951 industrial production had exceeded pre-war peaks.IndependenceOn May 15, 1955, Austria regained full independence by
concluding the Austrian State Treaty with the Four Occupying Powers. The treaty prohibited unification of Austria and Germany, denied Austria the right to own or manufacture nuclear weapons or guided missiles, and obliged Austria to give the USSR part of its crude oil output. Negotiations for the treaty had begun in 1947. The main issue was the
future of Germany. On October 26, 1955, Austria was declared "permanently neutral” by act of Parliament, which it remains to this day.The Second RepublicContrary to the First Republic, the Second Republic became a stable democracy. The two largest leading parties, the Christian-conservative Austrian People's Party (VP) and the Social
Democratic Party (SP) remained in a coalition led by the VP until 1966. The communists (KP), who had hardly any support in the Austrian electorate, remained in the coalition until 1950 and in parliament until 1959. For much of the Second Republic, the only opposition party was the Freedom Party of Austria (FP), which included pan-German and
liberal political currents. It was founded in 1955 as a successor organization to the short-lived Federation of Independents (VdU).The political system of the Second Republic came to be characterized by the system of Proporz, meaning that most posts of some political importance were split evenly between members of the Social Democrats (Labour
Party) and the People's Party (Conservatives). Interest group representations with mandatory membership (e.g. for workers, businesspeople, farmers etc.) grew to considerable importance and were usually consulted in the legislative process, so that hardly any legislation was passed that did not reflect widespread consensus. The Proporz and
consensus systems largely held even during the years between 1966 and 1983, when there were non-coalition governments.Renner died in December 1950 and was succeeded by the Socialist Party leader, Theodore Koerner. In 1957, Austria became involved in a dispute with Italy over the status of Austrians in the South Tirol, which had been under
Italian rule since 1919. A settlement was reached in 1970. In 1960, Austria signed the pact establishing the European Free Trade Association.Kreisky governmentThe Socialists, in March 1970, became the largest party in the National Assembly. Socialist leader Bruno Kreisky (1911-1990) was appointed chancellor and formed the first Austrian all-
Socialist Cabinet, supported by the Freedom Party. The 1971 elections gave the Socialists an absolute majority, enabling them to govern alone. The Kreisky era brought modernization and a dramatic increase in the standard of living. Many social and labour reforms were introduced. In 1972, Austria signed a free trade agreement with the European
Economic Community. He faced opposition on environmental issues, proposed tax increases, and especially the building of a nuclear power plant near Vienna, which the government was forced to abandon when it was nearly completed. Kreisky resigned in 1983, after the Socialists lost their majority. The 1970s were then seen as a time of liberal
reforms in social policy. The economic policies of the Kreisky era have been criticized, as the accumulation of a large national debt began, and non-profitable nationalized industries were strongly subsidized.From 1983Following severe losses in the 1983 elections, the SP entered into a coalition with the FP under the leadership of Fred Sinowatz (b.
1929). In Spring 1986, Kurt Waldheim (1918-2007) was elected president amid considerable national and international protest because of his possible involvement with the Nazis and war crimes during World War II. Fred Sinowatz resigned, and Franz Vranitzky (b. 1937) became chancellor.In September 1986, in a confrontation between the German-
national and liberal wings, Jrg Haider became leader of the FP. Chancellor Vranitzky rescinded the coalition pact between FP and SP, and after new elections, entered into a coalition with the VP, which was then lead by Alois Mock. Jrg Haider's populism and criticism of the Proporz system allowed him to gradually expand his party's support in
elections, rising from four percent in 1983 to 27 percent in 1999. The Green Party managed to establish itself in parliament from 1986 onwards.Austria became a member of the European Union in 1995 and retained its constitutional neutrality, like some other EU members, such as Sweden.Historic maps Archeological map of distribution of the Celtic
Hallstatt culture ca. 800400 B.C.E. The Roman Empire c. 120. Noricum highlighted. Second to fifth century simplified migrations. Hypothetical borders of Karantania around 828. German map showing the marcha orientalis (upper right) within the Duchy of Bavaria. Holy Roman Empire from 12731378, and its principal royal dynasties, showing
scattered Habsburg territories. Habsburg possessions in 1547. Map of Europe in 1811 after several French victories. Government and politics Austrian Parliament in Vienna.Austria's constitution characterizes the republic as a federation consisting of nine autonomous federal states. Both the federation and all its states have written constitutions
defining them to be republican entities governed according to the principles of representative democracy. Austria's government structure is surprisingly similar to that of incomparably larger federal republics such as Germany or the United States. A convention, called the sterreichKonvent was convened in 2003 to reform the constitution, but has
failed to produce a proposal that would receive the two thirds of votes in the Nationalrat necessary for constitutional amendments and/or reform. Constitutional structureThe chief of state is the president, who is elected by direct popular vote for a six-year term, and is eligible for a second term. The head of government is the chancellor, who is
formally chosen by the president but determined by the coalition parties forming a parliamentary majority. The vice chancellor chosen by the president on the advice of the chancellor.The bicameral Federal Assembly, or Bundesversammlung, consists of Federal Council or Bundesrat, which has 62 members who are chosen by state parliaments with
each state receiving three to 12 members, according to its population, to serve a five- or six-year term, and the National Council, or Nationalrat, which has 183 members elected by direct popular vote to serve four-year terms, by proportional representation. Seats in the Nationalrat are awarded to political parties that have obtained at least four
percent of the general vote, or alternatively, have won a direct seat, or Direktmandat, in one of the 43 regional election districts. This "four percent hurdle" prevents a large splintering of the political landscape in the Nationalrat. Suffrage is universal to those aged 18 years and over. The judiciary comprises the Supreme Judicial Court, the
Administrative Court, and Constitutional Court. The legal system is based on civil law system originating from Roman law. There is judicial review of legislative acts by the Constitutional Court, and there are separate administrative and civil/penal supreme courts. Austria accepts compulsory International Court of Justice jurisdiction.Administrative
divisionsA federal republic, Austria is divided into nine states. These states are then divided into districts and cities. Districts are subdivided into municipalities. Cities have the competencies otherwise granted to both districts and municipalities. The states are not mere administrative divisions but have some distinct legislative authority separate from
the federal government.Perpetual neutralityThe 1955 Austrian State Treaty ended the occupation of Austria following World War II and recognized Austria as an independent and sovereign state. In October 1955, the Federal Assembly passed a constitutional law in which "Austria declares of her own free will her perpetual neutrality." The second
section of this law stated that "in all future times Austria will not join any military alliances and will not permit the establishment of any foreign military bases on her territory." Since then, Austria has shaped its foreign policy on the basis of neutrality. Austria began to reassess its definition of neutrality following the fall of the Soviet Union, granting
overflight rights for the UN-sanctioned action against Iraq in 1991, and, since 1995, contemplating participation in the EU's evolving security structure. Also in 1995, it joined the Partnership for Peace and subsequently participated in peacekeeping missions in Bosnia. Austria attaches great importance to participation in the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development and other international economic organizations, and it has played an active role in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).Energy politicsIn 1972, the country began construction of a nuclear-powered electricity-generation station at Zwentendorf on the River Danube, following a
unanimous vote in parliament. However, in 1978, a referendum voted approximately 50.5 percent against nuclear power, 49.5 percent for, and parliament subsequently unanimously passed a law forbidding the use of nuclear power to generate electricity. Austria produces more than half of its electricity by hydropower. Together with other renewable
energy sources such as wind, solar and biomass powerplants, the electricity supply from renewable energy amounts to nearly 80 percent of total use in Austria. The rest is produced by gas and oil powerplants.MilitaryThe main branches of the Austrian Armed Forces ("Bundesheer") are Joint Forces which consist of Land Forces, Air Forces,
International Missions, and Special Forces; next to Mission Support and Command Support. In 2004, Austria spent about 0.9 percent of its GDP on defense. The army had about 45,000 soldiers in 2007, of which about half were conscripts. With the end of the Cold War, and more importantly the removal of the former heavily guarded "Iron Curtain"
separating Austria and Hungary, the Austrian military have been helping Austrian border guards to prevent border crossings by illegal immigrants. This assistance was to end when Hungary joined the EU Schengen area in 2008, abolishing "internal" border controls between treaty states. Some politicians have called for a prolongation of this mission,
but the legality of this is heavily disputed. In accordance with the Austrian constitution, armed forces may only be deployed in a limited number of cases, mainly to defend the country and aid in cases of national emergencies, such as in the wake of natural disasters etc. They may generally not be used as auxiliary police forces.Austria has a long
tradition of engaging in UN-led peacekeeping and other humanitarian missions. The Austrian Forces Disaster Relief Unit (AFDRU), in particular, an all-volunteer unit with close ties to civilian specialists (rescue dog handlers, etc) enjoys a reputation as a quick (standard deployment time is 10 hours) and efficient SAR unit. In 2007, larger contingents
of Austrian forces were deployed in Bosnia, Kosovo and, since 1974, on the Golan Heights.Economy Cows near top of mountain Schneeberg.Austria has a well-developed social market economy, similar in structure toGermany's. The country has a very high standard of living in which the government has played an important role in its citizen's life ever
since 1945. Its principal economic activities include finance and consulting, tourism, iron and steel works, chemical plants and oil corporations, and a small, but highly developed agricultural sector. The people of Austria enjoy a high standard of living. The service sector generates the vast majority of Austria's GDP. Vienna has grown into a finance
and consulting metropole and has established itself as the door to the east within the last decades. Viennese law firms and banks are among the leading corporations in business with the new EU member states. Kitzbhel, one of Austria's famous winter tourist citiesImportant for Austria's economy is tourism, both winter and summer tourism. Its
dependency on German guests has made this sector of Austrian economy dependent on German economy, however recent developments have brought a change, especially since winter ski resorts such as Arlberg or Kitzbhel are now more and more frequented by Eastern Europeans, Russians and Americans.Ever since the end of the World War II,
Austria has achieved sustained economic growth. In the 1950s, the rebuilding efforts for Austria lead to an average annual growth rate of more than five percent. Many of the country's largest firms were nationalized in the early post-war period to protect them from Soviet takeover as war reparations. For many years, the government and its state-
owned industries conglomerate played an important role in the Austrian economy. However, starting in the early 1990s, the group was broken apart, and state-owned firms started to operate largely as private businesses, and a great number of these firms were wholly or partially privatized. Although the government's privatization work in past years
has been successful, it still operates some firms, state monopolies, utilities, and services. Austria has a strong labor movement. The Austrian Trade Union Federation (GB) comprises constituent unions with a total membership of about 1.5 millionmore than half the country's wage and salary earners. Since 1945, the GB has pursued a moderate,
consensus-oriented wage policy, cooperating with industry, agriculture, and the government on a broad range of social and economic issues in what is known as Austria's "social partnership." Germany has historically been the main trading partner of Austria, making it vulnerable to rapid changes in the German economy. But since Austria became a
member state of the European Union it has gained closer ties to other European Union economies, reducing its economic dependence on Germany. In addition, membership in the EU has drawn an influx of foreign investors attracted by Austria's access to the single European market and proximity to EU aspiring economies. Export commodities
include machinery and equipment, motor vehicles and parts, paper and paperboard, metal goods, chemicals, iron and steel, textiles, and foodstuffs. Export partners include Germany, [[Italy], U.S., and Switzerland. Import commodities include machinery and equipment, motor vehicles, chemicals, metal goods, oil and oil products; and foodstuffs.
Import partners include Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and Netherlands.Demographics A painting by Canaletto of Vienna during the first half of the eighteenth century.PopulationAustria's total population is close to 9 million. The population of the capital, Vienna, is close to million (2.6 million including its suburbs), representing about a quarter of the
country's population, and is known for its vast cultural offerings and high standard of living.EthnicityAustrians make up the large majority of the population, while former Yugoslavs (including Croatians, Slovenes, Serbs, and Bosniaks), Turks, Germans, and others make up the rest. Austrians are a homogeneous people, although several decades of
strong immigration have significantly altered the composition of the population of Austria.German-speaking Austrians form by far the country's largest group of Austria's population. The Austrian federal states of Carinthia and Styria are home to a significant (indigenous) Slovenian minority, while Hungarians and ,Croatians live in the east-most
Bundesland, Burgenland (formerly part of the Hungarian half of Austria-Hungary). The remainder of Austria's people are of non-Austrian descent, many from surrounding countries, especially from the former East Bloc nations. So-called guest workers (Gastarbeiter) and their descendants, as well as refugees from Yugoslav wars and other conflicts,
also form an important minority group in Austria. Since 1994 the Roma and Sinti (gypsies) are an officially recognized ethnic minority in AustriaSome of the Austrian states introduced standardized tests for new citizens, to assure their language and cultural knowledge and accordingly their ability to integrate into the Austrian society.Religion Charles
V, Holy Roman Emperor, also Charles I of Spain, Austrian Habsburg ruler and one of the major figures of the Counter-Reformation.Among religions in Austria, Roman Catholic Christianity is the predominant one. The remaining people include adherents to Eastern Orthodox Churches and Judaism, as well as those who have no religion. The influx of
Eastern Europeans, especially from the former Yugoslav nations, Albania and particularly from Turkey largely contributed to a substantial Muslim minority in Austria. Buddhism, which was legally recognized as a religion in Austria in 1983, enjoys widespread acceptance.Austria was greatly affected by the Protestant reformation, to the point where a
majority of the population was eventually Protestant. Due to the prominent position of the Habsburgs in the Counter-Reformation, however, Protestantism was all but wiped out and Catholicism once more restored to the dominant religion. The significant Jewish population (around 200,000 in 1938) in the country, mainly residing in Vienna, was
reduced to a mere couple of thousand by the mass emigration in 1938 (more than two thirds of the Jewish population emigrated from 1938 until 1941) and the following Holocaust during the Nazi regime in Austria. Immigration in more recent years, primarily from Turkey and the former Yugoslavia, has led to an increase in the number of Muslims and
Serbian Orthodox Christians.LanguageThe official language of Austria is German. Austria's mountainous terrain led to the development of numerous dialects, all of which belong to Austro-Bavarian groups of German dialects, with the exception of the dialect spoken in its west-most Bundesland, Vorarlberg, which belongs to the group of Alemannic
dialects. There is also a distinct grammatical standard for Austrian German with a few differences to the German spoken in Germany.Men and womenMost Austrians consider it women's work to do household chores, cook, and care for children. Austrian women work outside the home less frequently than women in other European countries, and
women tend to be under-represented in business and the professions. Despite equal-pay, most women are paid less than men for the same type of job. Austrian men, especially among older and rural families, are still considered the head of the family. Men have compulsory military service and work in industry, farming, trades, and professions.
Austrian men have a high suicide rate.Marriage and the familyAfter a boom in marriages from 1945 through the 1960s, by the late twentieth century, fewer young people marry, more couples divorce, more raise children without marrying. Couples marry later, and educated women choose their career over a family. No-fault divorce has accompanied
an increase in marriage break-ups. The domestic unit is the nuclear family of husband, wife, and children, as well as single-parent households, homes of divorced or widowed people, single professionals, and households where a man and woman raise children outside of marriage. Rural households may include extended families. Regarding inheritance
of farms, the most common practice is passing the property to one son, while remaining siblings receive cash for their share of the property.EducationOptional kindergarten education is provided for all children between the ages of three and six years. School attendance is compulsory for nine years, ie usually to the age of 15. Primary education lasts
for four years. Alongside Germany, secondary education includes two main types of schools based on a pupil's ability as determined by grades from the primary school: the Gymnasium for the more gifted children which normally leads to the Matura which is a requirement for access to universities, and the Hauptschule which prepares pupils for
vocational education. The Austrian university system had been open to any student who passed the Matura examination until 2006, when legislation allowed the introduction of entrance exams for studies such as Medicine. In 2006, all students were charged a fee of about 370 per semester for all university studies. An OECD report criticized the
Austrian education system for the low number of students attending universities and the overall low number of academics compared to other OECD countries. Regarding literacy, 98 percent of the total population over the age of 15 could read and write in 2003.ClassIn the early 1800s, Austrian society consisted of aristocrats, "citizens," and peasant-
farmers or peasant-serfs. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the aristocracy diminished and a small middle class of entrepreneurs, and a larger working class, were added to the existing structure. After World War II, the middle class expanded, so that by the late twentieth century there were more middle-class citizens than any other group.
Education was considered the means to upward mobility in 2007. Equality was promoted, although foreign workers, immigrants, and Gypsies were less accepted. An old Austrian family lineage and inherited wealth remain symbols of status in Austrian culture. Wealth is displayed in a second home and more material possessions.Culture The Belvedere
Palace, an example of Baroque architecture. Liechtenstein Castle in Austria Minoritenkirche in Vienna.Culture in the territory of what is today Austria can be traced back to around 1050 B.C.E. with the Hallstatt and La Tne cultures. However, a culture of Austria as we know it today began to take shape when the Austrian lands were part of the Holy
Roman Empire, with the Privilegium Minus of 1156, which elevated Austria to the status of a Duchy, marking an important step in its development. Austrian culture has largely been influenced by its neighbors, Italy, Germany, Hungary and Bohemia.ArchitectureAustria is famous for its castles, palaces, and cemeteries, among other architectural
works. Some of Austria's most famous castles include the Burg Hohenwerfen, Castle Liechtenstein (built during the twelfth century, was destroyed by the Ottomans in 1529 and 1683, and remained in ruins until 1884, when it was rebuilt), and the Schlo Artstetten. Many of Austria's castles were created during the Habsburg reign.Austria is known for
its cemeteries. Vienna has 50 different cemeteries, of which the Zentralfriedhof is the most famous. The Habsburgs are housed in the Imperial Crypt.Austria is rich in Roman Catholic tradition. One of Austria's oldest cathedrals is the Minoritenkirche in Vienna. It was built in the Gothic style in the year 1224. One of the world's tallest cathedrals, the
136-meter-tall (446-foot-tall) Stephansdom is the seat of the Archbishop of Vienna; the Stephansdom is 107 meters (351 feet) long and 34 meters (111.5 feet) wide. Stift Melk is a Benedictine abbey in the federal state of Lower Austria, overlooking the Danube as it flows through the Wachau valley. The abbey was formed in 1089 on a rock above the
city of Melk.Two of the most famous Austrian palaces are the Belvedere and Schnbrunn. The baroque-style Belvedere palace was built in the period 17141723, by Prince Eugene of Savoy, and now is home to the Austrian Gallery. The Schnbrunn palace was built in 1696 by Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach for Emperor Leopold I; empress Maria
Theresa of Austria ordered the palace restyled in Rococo; in 1996, it was added to the United Nations' World Cultural Heritage list. The Semmering Railway, a famous engineering project constructed in the years 18481854, was the first European mountain railway built with a standard-gauge track. Still fully functional, it is now part of the Austrian
Southern Railway.ArtVienna was a center for the fine arts as well as for music and the theater. Realist painter Ferdinand G. Waldmuller and painter Hans Makart were the most famous of the nineteenth century. The Vienna Secession was part of a varied movement around 1900 that is now covered by the general term Art Nouveau. Major figures of
the Vienna Secession were Otto Wagner, Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele, and Koloman Moser. Oskar Kokoschka painted the realities of World War I. In the twentieth century, artists such as Herbert Boeckl painted ornamentation on residential blocs and cathedrals. Anton Kolig and Josef Mikl were abstract painters, and Ernest Fuchs and Anton Lehmden
were known for "fantastic realism." Friedensreich Regentag Dunkelbunt Hundertwasser, an Austrian painter, and sculptor, was by the end of the terntieth century was arguably the best-known contemporary Austrian artist. Hundertwasser's original, unruly, artistic vision expressed itself in pictorial art, environmentalism, philosophy, and design of
facades, postage stamps, flags, and clothing (among other areas).Cinemaln the silent movie era, Austria was one of the leading producers of movies. Many of the Austrian directors, actors, authors and cinematographers also worked in Berlin. The most famous was Fritz Lang, the director of Metropolis. Following the Anschluss, the German annexation
of Austria in 1938, many Austrian directors emigrated to the United States, including Erich von Stroheim, Otto Preminger, Billy Wilder, Hedy Lamarr, Mia May, Richard Oswald and Josef von Sternberg.CuisineAustria's cuisine is derived from the cuisine of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In addition to native regional traditions, it has been influenced
above all by Hungarian, Czech, Jewish, Italian and Bavarian cuisines, from which both dishes and methods of food preparation have often been borrowed. Goulash is one example of this. Austrian cuisine is known primarily in the rest of the world for its pastries and sweets. In recent times a new regional cuisine has also developed which is centered on
regional produce and employs modern and easy methods of preparation. The Austrian Cuisine is therefore one of the most multi and transcultural cuisines in Europe. Typical Austrian dishes include Wiener Schnitzel, Schweinsbraten, Kaiserschmarren, Kndel, Sachertorte and Tafelspitz. There are also Kasnockn, a macaroni dish with fresh Pinzgauer
cheese and parsley, and Eierschwammerl dishes. The Eierschwammerl are the native yellow, tan mushrooms. These mushrooms are delicious, especially when in a thick Austrian soup, or on regular meals. The candy PEZ was invented in Austria. Austria is also famous for its Apfelstrudel.There are many different types of Austrian beer. The most
common style of beer is called Mrzen which is roughly equivalent to the English lager or Bavarian Helles. Among the multitude of local and regional breweries, certain brands are available nationally. One of the most common brands of beer to be found in Austria is Stiegl, founded in 1492. Stiegl brews both a helles (a light lager) and a Weissbier
(Hefeweizen), as well as other specialty beers. Ottakringer from Vienna can be found more often in the eastern provinces. Among Styrian breweries, in the south, are the popular Gsser, Puntigamer and Murauer brands. Hirter is produced in the town of Hirt in Carinthia. In Lower Austria Egger, Zwettler, Schwechater, and the popular Wieselburger
predominate.Dance Der Kinderreigen (Children's dances) by Thoma, Hans shows children engaged in the traditional Austrian Round dance.Austrian folk dancing is mostly associated with Schuhplattler, Lndler, Polka or Waltz. However, there are other dances such as Zwiefacher, Kontratnze and Sprachinseltnze. In Austria, folk dances in general are
known as Folkloretnze, i.e. "folklore dances," whereas the Austrian type of folk dance is known as Volkstanz (literally "folk dance"). Figure dancing is a type of dance where different figures are put together with a certain tune and given a name. Round dancing, which includes the waltz, the polka, Zwiefacher etc, involves basic steps which can be
danced to different tunes. In folk dancing, the waltz and the polka are in a slightly different form to standard ballroom dancing. Sprachinseltnze (literally "language island dances") are those dances which are actually by German-speaking minorities (see German as a Minority Language) living outside Austria, but which originate in Austria, e.g. those
of Transylvania. One example of this type of dance is the Rediwa.Literature Georg Trakl, Austrian poet.Austrian literature is the German language literature written in Austria. The first significant literature in German appeared in Austria in the form of epic poems and songs around 1200. Austrian literature can be divided into two main divisions,
namely the period up until the mid twentieth century, and the period subsequent, after both the Austro-Hungarian and German empires were gone. Austria went from being a major European power, to being a small country. In addition, there is a body of literature that some would deem Austrian but is not written in German. Complementing its status
as a land of artists, Austria has always been a country of great poets, writers, and novelists. It was the home of novelists Arthur Schnitzler, Stefan Zweig, Thomas Bernhard, and Robert Musil, and of poets Georg Trakl, Franz Werfel, Franz Grillparzer, Rainer Maria Rilke, and Adalbert Stifter. Famous contemporary Austrian playwrights and novelists
include Elfriede Jelinek and Peter Handke.Music Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791).Austria has been the birthplace of many famous composers such as Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Joseph Haydn, Franz Schubert, Anton Bruckner, Johann Strauss, Sr., Johann Strauss, Jr. and Gustav Mahler as well as members of the Second Viennese School such
as Arnold Schoenberg, Anton Webern and Alban Berg.Vienna has long been especially an important center of musical innovation. Eighteenth and nineteenth century composers were drawn to the city due to the patronage of the Habsburgs, and made Vienna the European capital of classical music. During the Baroque period, Slavic and Hungarian folk
forms influenced Austrian music. Vienna's status began its rise as a cultural center in the early 1500s, and was focused around instruments including the lute. Ludwig van Beethoven spent the better part of his life in Vienna.Austria's current national anthem was chosen after World War II to replace the traditional Austrian anthem by Joseph Haydn.
The composition, which was initially attributed to Mozart, was most likely not composed by Mozart himself.Austria has also produced one notable jazz musician, keyboardist Josef Zawinul who helped pioneer electronic influences in jazz as well as being a notable composer in his own right.Philosophyln addition to physicists, Austria was the birthplace
of two of the greatest philosophers of the twentieth century, Ludwig Wittgenstein and Karl Popper. In addition to them biologists Gregor Mendel and Konrad Lorenz as well as mathematician Kurt Gdel and engineers such as Ferdinand Porsche and Siegfried Marcus were Austrians. Science and technologyAustria was the cradle of numerous scientists
with international reputations. Among them are Ludwig Boltzmann, Ernst Mach, Victor Franz Hess and Christian Doppler, prominent scientists in the nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, contributions by Lise Meitner, Erwin Schrdinger and Wolfgang Pauli to nuclear research and quantum mechanics were key to these areas' development
during the 1920s and 1930s. A present-day quantum physicist is Anton Zeilinger, noted as the first scientist to demonstrate quantum teleportation. A focus of Austrian science has always been medicine and psychology, starting in medieval times with Paracelsus. Eminent physicians like Theodore Billroth, Clemens von Pirquet, and Anton von
Eiselsberg have built upon the achievements of the nineteenth century Vienna School of Medicine. Austria was home to psychologists Sigmund Freud, Alfred Adler, Paul Watzlawick and Hans Asperger and psychiatrist Viktor Frankl. The Austrian School of Economics, which is prominent as one of the main competitive directions for economic theory is
related to Austrian economists Joseph Schumpeter, Eugen von Bhm-Bawerk, Ludwig von Mises, and Friedrich Hayek. Other noteworthy Austrian-born migrs include the management thinker Peter Drucker and the 38th Governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger.SportsParts of Austria are located in the Alps which makes it a prime location for
skiing. Austria is the leading nation in the Alpine Skiing World Cup (consistently winning the largest number of points of all countries) and also strong in many other winter sports such as ski jumping. Austria's national ice hockey team ranks 13th in the world. Austria (particularly Vienna) also has an old tradition in football, even though, since World
War II, the sport has more or less been in decline. The Austrian championship (originally only limited to Vienna, as there were no professional teams elsewhere), has been held since 1912. The Austrian Cup has been held since 1913. The Austria national football team has qualified for 7 World Cups however has not ever qualified in its history to the
European Championship, though that will change with the 2008 Tournament as they qualify as co-hosts with Switzerland. The governing body for football in Austria is the Austrian Football Association. The first official world chess champion, Wilhelm Steinitz was from the Austrian Empire.Notes Beller, Steven. A Concise History of Austria. (Cambridge
Concise Histories.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. ISBN 0521478863Brenger, Jean. A History of the Habsburg Empire. London: Longman, 1994. ISBN 978-0582090095Brook-Shepherd, Gordon. The Austrians: A Thousand-year Odyssey. London: HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 978-0006382553]elavich, Barbara. Modern Austria Empire and
Republic, 1815-1986. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987. ISBN 978-0521316255Sully, Melanie A. A Contemporary History of Austria. London: Routledge, 1990. ISBN 978-0415019286 All links retrieved August 22, 2023. Z Feeling overwhelmed trying to plan your dream trip to Austria? Z Tired of one-size-fits-all tours that dont match your
travel style?Z Want to discover authentic, local experiences and hidden gems beyond the usual tourist trail?If you want to plan your own adventure rather than relying on a travel agent, youre in the right place.Our Austria Travel Guide is your trusted source packed with expert tips, up-to-date information, itineraries, and first-hand insights from
someone who lives in Austria.Whether youre dreaming of alpine hikes, historic towns, or cultural gems, our goal is to empower independent travellers like you to create unforgettable adventures on your terms.We believe unforgettable holidays arent created by overseas travel agencies or generic algorithmstheyre crafted with local insight, personal
experience, and a passion for sharing the real Austria with English-speaking travellers.Skip the cookie-cutter tours and let our Austria Travel Guide show you the Austria few travellers truly get to know.
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