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Osogbo:	No.	28,	29,	30		Chief	Ifadapo	Elebuibon	Street,	Osogbo,	Osun	State	​	Lagos:	Face	7,	White	House,	Ikorodu,	Lagos	State	Click	Part	1,	2	&	3	to	Listen	to	this	Article	In	this	article	we	talk	about	what	is	Odu	in	the	Ifa	religion	and	the	meaning	of	the	information	contained	within	each	Odu.	We	explain	the	structure	of	the	Odu	and	the	names	and
symbols	used	to	describe	the	Odu.	We	also	go	into	what	is	ese	Ifa,	the	verses	contained	within	the	Odu	as	well	as	provide	an	example	of	an	ese	(verse)	from	one	of	the	Odu.	Haga	clic	aquí	para	leer	en	Espanol	Ifá	is	an	ancient	religion	and	a	complex	system	of	divination	conceptualized	many	centuries	ago	by	the	Yoruba	people	of	West	Africa.	Ifá	Yoruba
religion	is	based	on	oral	literature	scriptures	known	as	Odu	Ifá	or	the	Ifa	corpus.	Ifa	is	not	only	a	religion,	but	also	a	collection	of	Ifá	spiritual	traditions,	timeless	wisdom,	cultural	and	historical	information.	This	information	has	been	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	for	centuries	through	divination,	real	life	situations	and	experiences.	It	is	this	well	of	infinite	and
timeless	wisdom	from	which	a	Babalawo	and	Iyanifa	continue	to	learn	from	in	their	life	long	journey	of	Ifa	practice.	256	odu	contain	the	secrets	of	Ifa	Odu	Ifá	is	the	blueprint	of	life	used	to	guide	humanity	towards	the	manifestation	of	their	destiny	in	a	positive	way.	It	provides	guidance	on		how	to	make	good	decisions	and	how	to	proceed	through
uncertain	times.	Through	proper	interpretation	of	Odu	Ifá,	questions	with	unknown	outcomes	can	be	answered.	The	Yoruba	people	have	preserved	the	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	throughout	time.	This	information	has	been	passed	down	orally	from	generation	to	generation.	Although,	you	can	find	literary	works	and	websites	like	this	one	containing	an
abundance	of	information	about	Ifá.	You	can	learn	more	about	other	topics	related	to	Ifá	here	The	literary	corpus	or	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	and	the	Ifá	divination	system	were	made	part	of	the	Masterpieces	of	the	oral	and	intangible	heritage	of	humanity	in	2005.	This	collection	of	timeless	wisdom	was	classified	as	such	in	an	effort	to	preserve	and
protect	it.	There	are	various	stories	about	the	origin	of	the	16	major	odu.	According	to	Ifa	stories,	the	16	principle	odu	were	16	heavenly	prophets	that	came	down	to	Earth	and	revealed	themselves	to	Orunmila,	the	prophet	of	Ifa	religion	to	help	provide	guidance	to	humanity.	Orunmila	is	also	known	as	the	deity	of	wisdom	that	was	present	during	the
creation	and	allocation	of	destiny	for	each	human	being.	Other	oral	traditions	may	suggest	the	16	major	odu	were	left	behind	by	Orunmila	to	continue	helping	guide	humanity	in	a	positive	direction.	In	any	case,	the	16	principle	odu	represent	the	first	16	major	odu	signs	that	create	the	foundational	structure	of	the	literary	corpus	for	the	Ifa	religion.	16
Principle	Odu	Ifa	–	The	pillars	of	Ifa	Corpus	They	can	be	figuratively	compared	to	as	the	pillars	of	Ifa	from	which	the	remaining	240	minor	odu	signs	derive	from	resulting	in	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	sacred	corpus	of	Ifá.	Each	odu	represents	centuries	of	philosophy,	wisdom,	and	knowledge	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	throughout	time.	They
include	information	related	to	moral	teachings,	spiritual	guidance,	life	experiences,	ethics,	rituals,	sacrifices,	and	much	more.	This	information	is	provided	and	integrated	within	in	each	odu	in	the	form	of	ese	or	verses.	We	will	talk	more	about	ese	or	verses	within	the	odu	later	in	this	article.	Each	odu	contains	information	associated	with	the	good	and
the	bad.	It	provides	guidance	on	how	to	manifest	the	good	and	how	to	keep	negative	disruptive	forces	known	as	Ajogun	away.	It	is	through	the	Ifa	divination	processes	that	the	odu	currently	shaping	our	lives	is	revealed	to	us.	This	sacred	act	of	divination	(performed	by	an	experienced	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa)	is	what	provides	the	opportunity	that	allows
us	to	know	ourselves	better	and	see	our	path	more	clear.	Furthermore,	it	allows	us	the	opportunity	to	know	how	we	can	live	and	maintain	a	positive	life	for	all.	Learn	more	details	about	the	process	of	Ifá	divination	here	256	odu	Ifa	refers	to	the	complete	collection	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	There	are	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	foundation	of	the	Ifa
religion.	The	previously	mentioned	16	principle	or	major	odu	ifa	are	considered	the	pillars	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	The	remaining	240	minor	odu	ifa	are	derived	from	these	16	major	odu.	In	the	following	sections	of	this	article	we	go	into	more	details	of	how	the	256	odu	ifa	are	structured	along	with	an	explanation	of	what	is	contained	within	the	odu.	Each	of
the	256	odus	of	ifa	contain	ese	or	verses	of	information,	similar	to	the	Bible	in	the	Christian	religion.	There	are	many	verses	or	ese	within	each	Odu.	Some	may	have	hundreds	of	ese	or	versus.	This	is	not	counting	the	ones	that	may	have	been	lost	in	time	due	to	the	lack	of	documentation.	The	number	of	verses	per	Odu	may	increase	throughout	time.
Adding	knowledge	and	wisdom	to	the	ever-expanding	foundation	of	the	ifa	Yoruba	religion.	In	recent	history,	Ifa	priests	have	taken	on	the	responsibility	of	documenting	the	sacred	ese	in	an	effort	to	conserve	the	information	for	future	generations.	The	ese	or	Ifá	prayers	are	recited	by	a	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	for	many	reasons.	This	is	done	during	Ifá
divination	and	other	Yoruba	religion	rituals.	These	ese	ifa	or	verses	contain	the	advice	and	messages	that	is	to	be	interpreted	by	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	during	the	divinatory	process.	They	are	what	holds	the	solutions	and	answers	to	issues	and	questions	being	asked	by	the	person	seeking	advice	and	guidance	from	Ifa.	Here	is	one	example	of	an	ese
out	of	many	verses	within	the	Odu	Ejiogbe-Odi	or	Ogbe	Odi	in	Yoruba	language;	interpretation	will	follow:	Ogbe	di	kakaOgbe	di	kunkunOgbe	di	ganmun	ganmunKi	irun	imun	re	o	mon	ba	yo	sileA	d’ifa’	fu’n	Esu	OdaraIgba	ti	nlo	re	de	igbere	lodoA	d’ifa	fun	gbogbo	okanle	irunmoleNijo	ti	won	n	lo	ree	ji	ejaEsu	Odara	koEbo	ni	won	ni	ko	seO	gbebeo	nibe	o
ruboNke	mo	moyin	oEyin	aseniEmi	moyinEyin	odale	Interpretation	of	ese	Ifa:	At	a	high	level,	this	ese	is	about	advising	the	person	or	community	for	which	this	Odu	was	marked,	to	be	careful	with	individuals	surrounding	them.	Individuals	they	may	have	trust	in	might	have	the	intentions	of	betrayal.	They	may	act	like	friends	but	in	actuality	are	traitors.
On	the	other	hand,	this	Odu	also	advises	not	to	jump	to	conclusions	in	situations	as	it	may	have	ramifications	in	their	life.	This	person	is	advised	to	take	the	time	to	understand	any	situations	and	or	scenarios	they	may	currently	be	in.	There	may	be	more	than	meets	the	eye.	Other	verses	in	this	odu	talk	about	the	importance	of	making	sacrifice	to
maintain	a	positive	position.	There	are	references	to	Esu	in	this	Odu,	the	orisha	considered	to	be	the	messenger	between	Ifa	and	Olodumare.	Properly	appeasing	Esu	and	having	trust	in	his	ability	to	defend	the	person	this	Odu	was	marked	for	is	advised.	As	previously	mentioned	there	are	many	verses	for	each	of	the	256	odu.	In	this	site	we	attempt	to
provide	this	information	along	with	appropriate	interpretations	for	each	odu.	We	will	continue	to	share	the	information	we	learn	about	as	time	goes	on,	Ase!	Learn	more	about	Odu	Ifa	Interpretations	here	An	integral	part	of	the	Odu	Ifá	interpretation	is	the	process	of	consulting	with	Ifá	and	the	oral	scriptures	using	the	Ifá	divination	system.	It	is	the
most	complex	and	accurate	divination	system	known	by	many	for	its	reliability.	This	system	is	the	channel	that	communicates	with	the	universe	to	obtain	information	and	answers	that	help	us	to	make	better	informed	decisions	in	our	lives.	A	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	have	the	proper	training	and	ability	to	perform	this	process	correctly.	The	process	of
Ifá	divination	allows	the	information	of	Odu	Ifá	to	be	revealed	during	the	divination	sessions	to	the	person	or	community	seeking	advice	and	guidance.	Read	more	about	Babalawo	powers	here	and	Iyanifa	Ifa	priestess	here	Ifa	divination	is	a	system	that	aids	in	better	understanding	of	oneself	and	purpose.	Through	years	of	study	and	practice	of	Ifá,	a
Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	obtain	deeper	understanding	of	the	mysteries,	the	evolution,	and	the	secrets	held	by	the	natural	forces	of	the	universe	and	of	this	world.	There	are	multiple	methods	used	to	communicate	with	Ifá.	The	process	of	using	the	Ifá	divination	system	also	involves	the	use	of	various	tools.	The	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	choose	the	tools
necessary	based	on	the	method	of	communication	to	be	used.	A	description	of	Ifá	divination	tools	and	how	they	are	used	during	Ifá	divination	can	be	found	here.	Odu	Ifá	is	the	map	that	allows	humans	to	navigate	life	itself.	A	way	for	all	humans	to	live	in	harmony	with	each	other	and	the	Earth.	The	common	message	delivered	across	each	Odu	is	that	of
making	life	for	yourself	and	those	around	you	a	more	positive	experience.	The	sacred	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	corpus	are	structured	into	a	total	of	256	signs.	These	256	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	Odu	Ifá	or	16	principle	signs	of	Ifá.	In	other	words,	a	combination	of	the	16	principle	odu	(16×16)	or	16	squared	will	result	in	the	256	Odus	of	Ifa.
To	elaborate	further,	the	seventeenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun.	The	eighteenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	third	major	odu	Iwori	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori.	This
occurs	up	through	ifa	odu	sign	#31.	Then	ifa	odu	#32	starts	with	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	combined	with	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Oyekun	–	Ejiogbe.	This	continues	throughout	the	rest	of	the	16	major	odu	Ifa.	These	combinations	of	odu	ifa	signs	created	at	#17	through	#256	are	known	as	the	240	minor	odu	Ifa
or	omo	odu.	The	following	sections	will	demonstrate	a	few	of	the	actual	symbols	and	names	of	the	odu	ifa	signs	which	may	provide	more	clarity	to	how	the	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	odu.	Each	odu	has	a	name	and	a	symbol	associated	with	it.	There	are	two	sets	of	symbols	used	to	denote	each	odu.	One	set	involves	the	use	of	single	and	double
vertical	lines	and	the	other	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	The	single	lines	represent	the	light,	or	an	open	position	and	the	double	lines	represent	the	dark	or	a	closed	position.	Here	is	an	example	of	the	first	4	of	the	16	major	odu	signs	expressed	in	vertical	lines.	From	right	to	left:	Ejiogbe,	Oyekun,	Iwori,	Odi	Odu	Ifa	signs	expressed	in
single	and	double	vertical	lines	The	second	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	Similar	to	the	vertical	lines,	each	0	represents	the	dark	or	a	closed	or	off	position	and	the	1	represents	the	light	or	an	open	or	on	position.	These	symbols	are	grouped	together	into	two	sets	of	4	symbols	side	by	side.	This	structure	symbolizes	one	Odu.	Ofun	Meji
Odu	Ifa	sign	expressed	in	0’s	and	1’s	The	reason	for	the	two	types	of	symbols	used	to	identify	an	odu	maybe	be	associated	with	the	method	of	divination	used	by	the	diviner.	For	example,	if	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	chooses	to	divine	using	the	Opele	chain	or	ifa	divination	chain,	the	odu	revealed	during	this	method	of	divination	is	presented	in	the	form
of	0’s	and	1’s.	The	opele	chain	is	made	from	eight	half	nuts	from	the	opele	fruit	tree.	The	opele	nuts	when	cut	in	half	create	a	concave	and	convex	side.	The	convex	side	(outer	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	0	of	an	odu	sign	and	the	concave	side	(inner	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	1	of	the	odu	sign.	You	can	read	more	about	how	to	use	the
Opele	Ifa	here	If	the	Babalawo	chooses	to	divine	with	ikin	ifa	(sacred	palm	nuts),the	way	the	odu	is	typically	revealed	in	the	iyerosun	powder	during	divination	is	presented	in	the	form	of	the	vertical	line	symbols	as	seen	in	the	previous	image	with	the	first	4	major	odu	expressed	in	vertical	lines	above.	You	can	read	more	about	ikin	ifa	divination	here
Traditionally	the	odu	ifa	signs	are	read	from	right	to	left.	Every	odu	has	4	sets	of	2	markings	or	digits	side	by	side.	When	an	odu	ifa	is	marked	in	iyerosun	powder,	the	Awo	will	engrave	the	sign	starting	from	the	top	set	of	digits.	For	example,	first	digit	marked	is	in	the	right	column	and	first	row	then	continues	to	the	left	column	first	row.	The	second
set	of	digits	in	second	row	go	next.	Right	column	second	row	then	left	column	second	row.	This	continues	until	the	fourth	set	of	digits.	An	Odu	that	has	identical	symbols	on	the	right	and	left	side	signifies	it	is	one	of	the	16	major	odu.	When	the	odu	has	one	set	of	symbols	on	the	right	side	and	a	different	set	of	symbols	on	the	left	side,	this	signifies	the
odu	is	one	of	the	240	minor	odu.		Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Ejiogbe	(left	side)	–	Eji	Ogbe	Meji	–	One	of	the	16	principle	odu	Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Oyekun	(left	side)	or	Ogbe	Oyeku	–	One	of	the	240	minor	odu	Take	note	of	the	16	major	odu	ifa	or	16	meyi	in	the	following	table.	Starting	with	the	1st	odu	top	right	Baba	Ejiogbe,	2nd	Oyekun,	3rd	Iwori,	4th	Odi,	5th
Iroso	and	so	on	through	the	table	below.	Vertical	lines	are	used	to	express	the	Ifa	signs	here:	All	16	major	odu	ifa	signs	As	mentioned	earlier,	the	17th	minor	odu	ifa	is	a	combination	of	the	1st	principle	odu	and	the	2nd	principle	odu	expressed	as	follows	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun	or	Ogeb	Oyeku	–	17th	odu	ifa	sign;	one
of	the	240	minor	odu	The	18th	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	sign	and	third	major	odu	sign	expressed	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori	–	18th	odu	ifa	sign;	one	of	the	240	minor	odu	Please	share	this	article	with	someone	you	know.	Ase	–	Thanks!	Please	subscribe	to	be	notified	when	new	odu	is
published.	Thank	you.	Ifa	Oracle:	The	16	Odu	Ifa	&	Their	Meaning.	The	meaning	of	the16	Odu	Ifa	of	the	Ifa		is	based	on	16	symbolic	or	allegorical	parables	contained	in	the	16	Core	Chapters	or	Principles	that	form	the	basis	of	the	Ifá,	a	system	of	divination	of	the	Yoruba	people	of	Nigeria.	The	Grand	Priest	of	Ifa,	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifas	are	the
Priests	and	Priestesses	of	the	Ifa	Oracle	that	receive	and	decode	the	meaning	of	the	Divine	Messages	contained	in	the	Odu	Ifa	Parables	that	are	transmitted	to	them	using	a	Divination	Chain	known	as	Opele	or	the	Sacred	Palm	or	Kola	Nuts	on	a	Wooden	Divination	Tray	called	the	Opon	Ifa.	When	the	16	Odu	Ifa	are	combined,	a	total	of	256	Odu
emerges	which	is	essentially	a	collection	of	16	Odu,	each	of	which	has	sixteen	alternatives	that	are	believed	to	reference	all	situations,	circumstances,	actions	and	consequences	in	life.	These	form	the	basis	of	traditional	Yoruba	spiritual	knowledge	and	are	the	foundation	of	all	Yoruba	divination	systems.	Ifá	proverbs,	stories,	and	poetry	are	not	written
down.	Rather,	they	are	passed	down	orally	from	one	Babalawo	to	another.	People	consult	Ifa	for	divine	intervention	and	spiritual	guidance.		The	16	Odu	Ifa:		1.	Eji	Ogbe:	The	principle	of	Eji	Ogbe	is	the	idea	of	perfect	alignment	with	Destiny.	Ifa	teaches	that	all	human	Destinies	are	rooted	in	the	spiritual	discipline	of	developing	good	character.	2.
Oyeku	Meji:	It	is	references	to	the	idea	that	death	represents	any	end	of	a	cycle	for	example	the	end	of	poverty,	the	end	of	ill	health,	the	end	of	confusion,	and	the	end	of	loneliness.	iii)	Iwori	Meji:	It	focuses	on	the	ability	to	identify	REAL	possibilities.	iv)	Odi	Meji:	Odi	means	the	spirit	of	female	reproductive	organs;	it	is	known	as	the	seal.	To	seal
something	in	a	ceremony	is	to	guarantee	it	will	manifest.	A	seal	is	anything	irreversible	such	as	birth.	v)	Irosun	Meji:	Irosun	Meji	occupies	the	fifth	position	within	the	order	of	Odu	Ifa	in	Yorubaland.		Irosun	means	the	spirit	that	protects	the	head	descends.	The	Odu	is	known	as	the	sounding	Osun.	Osun	is	the	spirit	that	protects	the	head	(ori).	The
head	is	where	memories	are	stored,	so	by	protecting	the	head,	Osun	preserves	the	past.	Irosun	Meji	is	the	stable	and	inflexible	reality	of	what	has	come	before	us.	vi)	Owonrin	Meji:	Owonrin	means	brought	by	the	hands.		It	says	the	solidification	of	the	past	lays	the	foundation	for	that	which	is	to	come.		Humans	are	born	with	a	spectrum	of	potential
that	cannot	be	changed.	Within	the	spectrum,	we	can	makes	choices	affecting	the	way	our	potential	becomes	manifest.	vii)	Obara	Meji:	Obara	is	the	Odu	that	incarnates	humility	in	the	struggle	with	arrogance.		For	those	who	are	struggling	to	find	abundance	cleaning	away	the	negative	effects	of	arrogance	is	the	first	step	towards	accessing	your
ability	to	create	abundance.	viii)	Okanran	Meji:	Here	is	a	warning	not	to	scatter	your	attention.		Okanran	refers	to	new	beginnings	and	change	of	direction	in	your	life.	This	change	needs	to	be	focused	and	directed	towards	a	specific	goal	in	order	to	be	effective.	ix)	Ogunda	Meji:	Ogunda	Meji	is	a	reference	to	the	courage	of	Ogun	to	face	unknown
obstacles.	When	some	people	have	problems	they	complain	and	blame	others.	In	Ifa,	complaining	and	blaming	others	is	called	ibi.	Ire	comes	from	accessing	Ogun’s	Ase,	which	is	the	Ase	of	the	courage	to	take	responsibilities	for	all	of	your	problems	and	the	willingness	to	face	them	head	on.	x)	Osa	Meji:	There	are	some	stories	attached	to	his	Odu,	to
simply	put,	it	is	said	according	to	the	Odu	Ifa	Osa	Meji	Ifa	explains	what	happened	between	the	Iyami	and	human	beings:	When	humans	(eniyan)	and	birds	(eye)	came	to	earth	(Aye)	from	the	sky	(Orun)	they	made	the	sacred	promise	they	will	never	kill	each	other.		Time	passed	by	and	human	beings	became	hungry	because	there	wasn’t	food	for	them
and	so	they	started	to	die	one	by	one;	Esu	came	to	humans	and	put	in	their	minds	that	why	they	were	dying	with	so	many	birds	around?		Humans	decided	to	break	the	promise	and	started	to	kill	the	birds	and	eat	them.	The	Eleye	became	very	furious	and	went	to	Eledumare	who	said	that	human	beings	were	guilty	and	since	that	moment	the	Eleye	or
Iyami	will	have	the	power	to	interfere	in	the	human’s	life	and	do	what	they	want	with	them.	Human	beings	broke	the	promise,	they	broke	the	equilibrium	and	now	they	need	Iyami’s	favor	to	avoid	negativities.	xi)	Ika	Meji:	This	speaks	of	running	away	from	evil	thoughts,	evil	actions	and	evil	utterances.	IFA	says,	evil	does	not	pay,	but	doing	good	and
thinking	well	and	speaking	out	good	words	attract	enormous	blessings	from	OLODUMARE.	xii)		Oturupon	Meji:	Oturupon-Meji	occupies	the	twelfth	position	in	Odu	Ifa.	It	is	an	image	of	instability	within	the	forces	of	the	earth.	Oturupon	Meji	reveals	how	the	faculty	of	intelligence	came	to	the	world.	It	relates	to	Egungun	(Ancestor	Society).The
Egungun	should	be	allowed	to	comment	on	the	resolution	of	any	conflict.	Oturupon	deals	with	the	spiritual	consequence	of	lack	of	courage.	xiii)		Otura	Meji	Otura	meji	means	peace	,	harmony	,	love	,	light	through	proper	examination	of	mind,	heart	and	soul	to	find	the	infinite	wisdom,	infinite	power	and	the	infinite	supply	of	all	that	is	necessary	to
achieve	our	earthly	destiny	and	spiritual	growth.	xiv)		Irete	Meji:	Under	this	odu,	Orunmila	speaks	of	possible	initiation	into	IFA	to	guarantee	long	life	and	good	health.		This	odu	speaks	of	prosperity	of	life	and	Exaltation	of	life,	if	possible	offering	of	rituals,	sacrifice	and	initiation	to	encourage	fulfillment	of	life	and	happiness.	xv)	Ose	Meji:	Ose	Meji
says	there	is	a	woman	that	is	looking	for	to	have	children	but	she	has	been	unsuccessful	up	till	this	point.		Ose	Meji	says	this	person	must	make	a	sacrifice.		Ose	Meji	says	that	if	this	person	can	sacrifice,	they	will	soon	find	a	spouse,	birth	children	and	receive	a	financial	increase.	xvi)	Ofun	Meji:	Ofun	Meji	occupies	the	sixteenth	position	within	the	o
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The	term	oddun	refers	to	the	oracular	subsystem	of	Ifá;	known	as	"sign"	to	that	of	Dilogún	and	Letra	to	that	of	Obí.	The	three	Yoruba	Oracles	are	among	the	main	elements	of	our	religion	and	allow	direct	communication	with	Orishas	and	Egguns	that	is	interpreted	by	the	santeros	or	babalawos.	In	other	words,	although	each	Ifá	divinatory	oracle,
Dilogún	and	Obí,	has	particularities	and	ancestral	secrets,	all	are	interrelated	by	having	the	same	principles	of	knowledge	that	regulate	interpretations.	It	is	a	ideological,	mythological	and	sapiential	source	that	indicates	the	predictions	with	the	knowledge	accumulated	in	patakies	(stories),	myths,	proverbs	and	popular	sayings	of	Osha-Ifá.	This
oracular	element	contains	the	message	of	the	deities	and	protections	through	the	regent	Osha	or	Orisha	for	each	particular	oracle.	Saying	message	is	the	one	that	should	be	interpreted	only	by	a	priest	or	babalawo	that	has	been	consecrated	to	the	service	of	the	oracular	subsystem	in	question.	The	oracular	subsystem	of	IFÁ	is	composed	of	16	Odu
main	and	256	that	are	formed	from	the	combination	of	these	16	main	ones.	To	these	oddun	main	they	are	called	Oddun	meyi	and	those	that	are	formed	from	the	combination	of	these	are	called	Omoluos.	As	we	said,	Oddun,	is	the	main	element	of	the	Osha-Ifá	divinatory	system,	oracular	subsystem	that	transmits	the	sacred	message	of	the	deities.	A
Babalawo	interprets	the	Oddun	of	Ifá	in	correspondence	with	the	reality	that	lives,	as	explained	by	many	expert	anthropologists.	In	other	words,	the	art	of	divination	through	Oracles	is	also	linked	to	the	circumstances	of	the	current	context.	E.g.,	in	Santeria	today	many	of	the	danger	warnings	for	Cubans	have	to	do	with	"crossing	the	sea",	due	to	the
migratory	trips	that	are	in	the	current	context	of	the	Island,	while	in	other	realities	this	situation	is	not	exposed	.	Next,	we	show	the	16	Odu	of	the	oracular	subsystem	of	IFÁ.	Make	no	mistake,	many	ask	if	they	exist	"bad	signs"	or	"strong	signs"	of	Ifá,	but	this	does	not	work	like	that,	many	of	these	odunes	bring	advice	perhaps	more	negative	or
positive,	or	perceived	by	many	in	this	way,	but	if	the	religious	follows	the	advice	and	respects	the	word	of	Orula,	he	can	straighten	his	path,	even	if	it	is	marked	one	of	those	"bad	signs",	remember	that	everything	supposedly	bad	brings	a	lesson.	1.Eyiogbe2.	Oyekun3.Iwori4.	hated5.	Irony6.Ojuani7.	Obara8.okana9.	ogunda10.	Bear11.ika12.	Otrupon13.
Otura14.	Go	away15.oshe16.	Ofon	Keep	reading:	The	Meaning	of	the	Oddun	«click	here»	As	we	have	said,	there	are	16	Ifá	signs,	but	it	is	valid	to	clarify	that	each	of	these	contains	16	more	signs,	which	they	break	them	down	and	turn	them	into	256	oddun	of	Ifá	(16	x	16	=	256)	that	is,	alternative	variants,	which	are	those	that	are	predicted,	and	that
offer	us	a	life	guide,	advice,	warnings,	to	achieve	our	destiny	on	earth.	Click	Part	1,	2	&	3	to	Listen	to	this	Article	In	this	article	we	talk	about	what	is	Odu	in	the	Ifa	religion	and	the	meaning	of	the	information	contained	within	each	Odu.	We	explain	the	structure	of	the	Odu	and	the	names	and	symbols	used	to	describe	the	Odu.	We	also	go	into	what	is
ese	Ifa,	the	verses	contained	within	the	Odu	as	well	as	provide	an	example	of	an	ese	(verse)	from	one	of	the	Odu.	Haga	clic	aquí	para	leer	en	Espanol	Ifá	is	an	ancient	religion	and	a	complex	system	of	divination	conceptualized	many	centuries	ago	by	the	Yoruba	people	of	West	Africa.	Ifá	Yoruba	religion	is	based	on	oral	literature	scriptures	known	as
Odu	Ifá	or	the	Ifa	corpus.	Ifa	is	not	only	a	religion,	but	also	a	collection	of	Ifá	spiritual	traditions,	timeless	wisdom,	cultural	and	historical	information.	This	information	has	been	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	for	centuries	through	divination,	real	life	situations	and	experiences.	It	is	this	well	of	infinite	and	timeless	wisdom	from	which	a	Babalawo	and	Iyanifa
continue	to	learn	from	in	their	life	long	journey	of	Ifa	practice.	256	odu	contain	the	secrets	of	Ifa	Odu	Ifá	is	the	blueprint	of	life	used	to	guide	humanity	towards	the	manifestation	of	their	destiny	in	a	positive	way.	It	provides	guidance	on		how	to	make	good	decisions	and	how	to	proceed	through	uncertain	times.	Through	proper	interpretation	of	Odu
Ifá,	questions	with	unknown	outcomes	can	be	answered.	The	Yoruba	people	have	preserved	the	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	throughout	time.	This	information	has	been	passed	down	orally	from	generation	to	generation.	Although,	you	can	find	literary	works	and	websites	like	this	one	containing	an	abundance	of	information	about	Ifá.	You	can	learn	more
about	other	topics	related	to	Ifá	here	The	literary	corpus	or	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	and	the	Ifá	divination	system	were	made	part	of	the	Masterpieces	of	the	oral	and	intangible	heritage	of	humanity	in	2005.	This	collection	of	timeless	wisdom	was	classified	as	such	in	an	effort	to	preserve	and	protect	it.	There	are	various	stories	about	the	origin	of	the
16	major	odu.	According	to	Ifa	stories,	the	16	principle	odu	were	16	heavenly	prophets	that	came	down	to	Earth	and	revealed	themselves	to	Orunmila,	the	prophet	of	Ifa	religion	to	help	provide	guidance	to	humanity.	Orunmila	is	also	known	as	the	deity	of	wisdom	that	was	present	during	the	creation	and	allocation	of	destiny	for	each	human	being.
Other	oral	traditions	may	suggest	the	16	major	odu	were	left	behind	by	Orunmila	to	continue	helping	guide	humanity	in	a	positive	direction.	In	any	case,	the	16	principle	odu	represent	the	first	16	major	odu	signs	that	create	the	foundational	structure	of	the	literary	corpus	for	the	Ifa	religion.	16	Principle	Odu	Ifa	–	The	pillars	of	Ifa	Corpus	They	can	be
figuratively	compared	to	as	the	pillars	of	Ifa	from	which	the	remaining	240	minor	odu	signs	derive	from	resulting	in	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	sacred	corpus	of	Ifá.	Each	odu	represents	centuries	of	philosophy,	wisdom,	and	knowledge	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	throughout	time.	They	include	information	related	to	moral	teachings,	spiritual
guidance,	life	experiences,	ethics,	rituals,	sacrifices,	and	much	more.	This	information	is	provided	and	integrated	within	in	each	odu	in	the	form	of	ese	or	verses.	We	will	talk	more	about	ese	or	verses	within	the	odu	later	in	this	article.	Each	odu	contains	information	associated	with	the	good	and	the	bad.	It	provides	guidance	on	how	to	manifest	the
good	and	how	to	keep	negative	disruptive	forces	known	as	Ajogun	away.	It	is	through	the	Ifa	divination	processes	that	the	odu	currently	shaping	our	lives	is	revealed	to	us.	This	sacred	act	of	divination	(performed	by	an	experienced	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa)	is	what	provides	the	opportunity	that	allows	us	to	know	ourselves	better	and	see	our	path	more
clear.	Furthermore,	it	allows	us	the	opportunity	to	know	how	we	can	live	and	maintain	a	positive	life	for	all.	Learn	more	details	about	the	process	of	Ifá	divination	here	256	odu	Ifa	refers	to	the	complete	collection	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	There	are	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	foundation	of	the	Ifa	religion.	The	previously	mentioned	16	principle	or
major	odu	ifa	are	considered	the	pillars	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	The	remaining	240	minor	odu	ifa	are	derived	from	these	16	major	odu.	In	the	following	sections	of	this	article	we	go	into	more	details	of	how	the	256	odu	ifa	are	structured	along	with	an	explanation	of	what	is	contained	within	the	odu.	Each	of	the	256	odus	of	ifa	contain	ese	or	verses	of
information,	similar	to	the	Bible	in	the	Christian	religion.	There	are	many	verses	or	ese	within	each	Odu.	Some	may	have	hundreds	of	ese	or	versus.	This	is	not	counting	the	ones	that	may	have	been	lost	in	time	due	to	the	lack	of	documentation.	The	number	of	verses	per	Odu	may	increase	throughout	time.	Adding	knowledge	and	wisdom	to	the	ever-
expanding	foundation	of	the	ifa	Yoruba	religion.	In	recent	history,	Ifa	priests	have	taken	on	the	responsibility	of	documenting	the	sacred	ese	in	an	effort	to	conserve	the	information	for	future	generations.	The	ese	or	Ifá	prayers	are	recited	by	a	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	for	many	reasons.	This	is	done	during	Ifá	divination	and	other	Yoruba	religion	rituals.
These	ese	ifa	or	verses	contain	the	advice	and	messages	that	is	to	be	interpreted	by	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	during	the	divinatory	process.	They	are	what	holds	the	solutions	and	answers	to	issues	and	questions	being	asked	by	the	person	seeking	advice	and	guidance	from	Ifa.	Here	is	one	example	of	an	ese	out	of	many	verses	within	the	Odu	Ejiogbe-
Odi	or	Ogbe	Odi	in	Yoruba	language;	interpretation	will	follow:	Ogbe	di	kakaOgbe	di	kunkunOgbe	di	ganmun	ganmunKi	irun	imun	re	o	mon	ba	yo	sileA	d’ifa’	fu’n	Esu	OdaraIgba	ti	nlo	re	de	igbere	lodoA	d’ifa	fun	gbogbo	okanle	irunmoleNijo	ti	won	n	lo	ree	ji	ejaEsu	Odara	koEbo	ni	won	ni	ko	seO	gbebeo	nibe	o	ruboNke	mo	moyin	oEyin	aseniEmi
moyinEyin	odale	Interpretation	of	ese	Ifa:	At	a	high	level,	this	ese	is	about	advising	the	person	or	community	for	which	this	Odu	was	marked,	to	be	careful	with	individuals	surrounding	them.	Individuals	they	may	have	trust	in	might	have	the	intentions	of	betrayal.	They	may	act	like	friends	but	in	actuality	are	traitors.	On	the	other	hand,	this	Odu	also
advises	not	to	jump	to	conclusions	in	situations	as	it	may	have	ramifications	in	their	life.	This	person	is	advised	to	take	the	time	to	understand	any	situations	and	or	scenarios	they	may	currently	be	in.	There	may	be	more	than	meets	the	eye.	Other	verses	in	this	odu	talk	about	the	importance	of	making	sacrifice	to	maintain	a	positive	position.	There	are
references	to	Esu	in	this	Odu,	the	orisha	considered	to	be	the	messenger	between	Ifa	and	Olodumare.	Properly	appeasing	Esu	and	having	trust	in	his	ability	to	defend	the	person	this	Odu	was	marked	for	is	advised.	As	previously	mentioned	there	are	many	verses	for	each	of	the	256	odu.	In	this	site	we	attempt	to	provide	this	information	along	with
appropriate	interpretations	for	each	odu.	We	will	continue	to	share	the	information	we	learn	about	as	time	goes	on,	Ase!	Learn	more	about	Odu	Ifa	Interpretations	here	An	integral	part	of	the	Odu	Ifá	interpretation	is	the	process	of	consulting	with	Ifá	and	the	oral	scriptures	using	the	Ifá	divination	system.	It	is	the	most	complex	and	accurate	divination
system	known	by	many	for	its	reliability.	This	system	is	the	channel	that	communicates	with	the	universe	to	obtain	information	and	answers	that	help	us	to	make	better	informed	decisions	in	our	lives.	A	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	have	the	proper	training	and	ability	to	perform	this	process	correctly.	The	process	of	Ifá	divination	allows	the	information	of
Odu	Ifá	to	be	revealed	during	the	divination	sessions	to	the	person	or	community	seeking	advice	and	guidance.	Read	more	about	Babalawo	powers	here	and	Iyanifa	Ifa	priestess	here	Ifa	divination	is	a	system	that	aids	in	better	understanding	of	oneself	and	purpose.	Through	years	of	study	and	practice	of	Ifá,	a	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	obtain	deeper
understanding	of	the	mysteries,	the	evolution,	and	the	secrets	held	by	the	natural	forces	of	the	universe	and	of	this	world.	There	are	multiple	methods	used	to	communicate	with	Ifá.	The	process	of	using	the	Ifá	divination	system	also	involves	the	use	of	various	tools.	The	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	choose	the	tools	necessary	based	on	the	method	of
communication	to	be	used.	A	description	of	Ifá	divination	tools	and	how	they	are	used	during	Ifá	divination	can	be	found	here.	Odu	Ifá	is	the	map	that	allows	humans	to	navigate	life	itself.	A	way	for	all	humans	to	live	in	harmony	with	each	other	and	the	Earth.	The	common	message	delivered	across	each	Odu	is	that	of	making	life	for	yourself	and	those
around	you	a	more	positive	experience.	The	sacred	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	corpus	are	structured	into	a	total	of	256	signs.	These	256	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	Odu	Ifá	or	16	principle	signs	of	Ifá.	In	other	words,	a	combination	of	the	16	principle	odu	(16×16)	or	16	squared	will	result	in	the	256	Odus	of	Ifa.	To	elaborate	further,	the
seventeenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun.	The	eighteenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	third	major	odu	Iwori	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori.	This	occurs	up	through	ifa	odu
sign	#31.	Then	ifa	odu	#32	starts	with	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	combined	with	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Oyekun	–	Ejiogbe.	This	continues	throughout	the	rest	of	the	16	major	odu	Ifa.	These	combinations	of	odu	ifa	signs	created	at	#17	through	#256	are	known	as	the	240	minor	odu	Ifa	or	omo	odu.	The	following
sections	will	demonstrate	a	few	of	the	actual	symbols	and	names	of	the	odu	ifa	signs	which	may	provide	more	clarity	to	how	the	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	odu.	Each	odu	has	a	name	and	a	symbol	associated	with	it.	There	are	two	sets	of	symbols	used	to	denote	each	odu.	One	set	involves	the	use	of	single	and	double	vertical	lines	and	the
other	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	The	single	lines	represent	the	light,	or	an	open	position	and	the	double	lines	represent	the	dark	or	a	closed	position.	Here	is	an	example	of	the	first	4	of	the	16	major	odu	signs	expressed	in	vertical	lines.	From	right	to	left:	Ejiogbe,	Oyekun,	Iwori,	Odi	Odu	Ifa	signs	expressed	in	single	and	double
vertical	lines	The	second	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	Similar	to	the	vertical	lines,	each	0	represents	the	dark	or	a	closed	or	off	position	and	the	1	represents	the	light	or	an	open	or	on	position.	These	symbols	are	grouped	together	into	two	sets	of	4	symbols	side	by	side.	This	structure	symbolizes	one	Odu.	Ofun	Meji	Odu	Ifa	sign
expressed	in	0’s	and	1’s	The	reason	for	the	two	types	of	symbols	used	to	identify	an	odu	maybe	be	associated	with	the	method	of	divination	used	by	the	diviner.	For	example,	if	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	chooses	to	divine	using	the	Opele	chain	or	ifa	divination	chain,	the	odu	revealed	during	this	method	of	divination	is	presented	in	the	form	of	0’s	and	1’s.
The	opele	chain	is	made	from	eight	half	nuts	from	the	opele	fruit	tree.	The	opele	nuts	when	cut	in	half	create	a	concave	and	convex	side.	The	convex	side	(outer	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	0	of	an	odu	sign	and	the	concave	side	(inner	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	1	of	the	odu	sign.	You	can	read	more	about	how	to	use	the	Opele	Ifa	here
If	the	Babalawo	chooses	to	divine	with	ikin	ifa	(sacred	palm	nuts),the	way	the	odu	is	typically	revealed	in	the	iyerosun	powder	during	divination	is	presented	in	the	form	of	the	vertical	line	symbols	as	seen	in	the	previous	image	with	the	first	4	major	odu	expressed	in	vertical	lines	above.	You	can	read	more	about	ikin	ifa	divination	here	Traditionally	the
odu	ifa	signs	are	read	from	right	to	left.	Every	odu	has	4	sets	of	2	markings	or	digits	side	by	side.	When	an	odu	ifa	is	marked	in	iyerosun	powder,	the	Awo	will	engrave	the	sign	starting	from	the	top	set	of	digits.	For	example,	first	digit	marked	is	in	the	right	column	and	first	row	then	continues	to	the	left	column	first	row.	The	second	set	of	digits	in
second	row	go	next.	Right	column	second	row	then	left	column	second	row.	This	continues	until	the	fourth	set	of	digits.	An	Odu	that	has	identical	symbols	on	the	right	and	left	side	signifies	it	is	one	of	the	16	major	odu.	When	the	odu	has	one	set	of	symbols	on	the	right	side	and	a	different	set	of	symbols	on	the	left	side,	this	signifies	the	odu	is	one	of
the	240	minor	odu.		Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Ejiogbe	(left	side)	–	Eji	Ogbe	Meji	–	One	of	the	16	principle	odu	Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Oyekun	(left	side)	or	Ogbe	Oyeku	–	One	of	the	240	minor	odu	Take	note	of	the	16	major	odu	ifa	or	16	meyi	in	the	following	table.	Starting	with	the	1st	odu	top	right	Baba	Ejiogbe,	2nd	Oyekun,	3rd	Iwori,	4th	Odi,	5th	Iroso	and	so
on	through	the	table	below.	Vertical	lines	are	used	to	express	the	Ifa	signs	here:	All	16	major	odu	ifa	signs	As	mentioned	earlier,	the	17th	minor	odu	ifa	is	a	combination	of	the	1st	principle	odu	and	the	2nd	principle	odu	expressed	as	follows	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun	or	Ogeb	Oyeku	–	17th	odu	ifa	sign;	one	of	the	240
minor	odu	The	18th	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	sign	and	third	major	odu	sign	expressed	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori	–	18th	odu	ifa	sign;	one	of	the	240	minor	odu	Please	share	this	article	with	someone	you	know.	Ase	–	Thanks!	Please	subscribe	to	be	notified	when	new	odu	is	published.	Thank
you.	The	16	Odu	Ifa	are	based	on	symbolic	and	allegorical	parables	found	in	the	Core	Chapters	or	Principles	that	serve	as	the	foundation	of	the	Ifá	divination	system,	a	spiritual	tradition	originating	from	the	Yoruba	people	of	Nigeria.		Ifá	is	deeply	rooted	in	the	Yoruba	religion	but	has	also	been	integrated	into	other	spiritual	practices	such	as	West
African	Vodun	and	African	diasporic	religions	like	Cuban	Santería.	According	to	the	teachings	of	Ifá,	the	divinatory	system	is	guided	by	Orunmila,	believed	to	have	granted	this	knowledge	to	humanity.		The	structure	of	Ifá	follows	an	initiatory	tradition,	where	those	initiated	into	the	practice	and	the	flag	bearer	are	referred	to	as	babaláwo	or	Iyanifa.
Although	babaláwo	are	traditionally	male,	while	Iyanifa	are	women.	Many	women	in	the	diaspora	have	been	initiated	into	Ifa	in	regions	like	Cuba,	Brazil,	Mexico	and	some	other	parts	of	South	America.	The	sacred	literary	corpus	of	Ifá	consists	of	256	distinct	signs.	These	are	classified	into	two	main	categories.	The	first	is	the	Ojú	Odù,	or	the	main	Odù,
which	contains	16	chapters.	The	second	category,	known	as	Amúlù	Odù,	consists	of	240	chapters	formed	through	combinations	of	the	16	core	Odù.	Together,	these	chapters	and	verses	form	the	basis	for	understanding	and	interpreting	the	wisdom	of	Ifá	divination.	They	use	either	the	divining	chain,	known	as	Ọ̀pẹlẹ̀,	Iyere	Osun	powder,	or	sacred	palm
nuts	or	kola	nuts	called	Ikin,	on	a	wooden	divination	tray	referred	to	as	Ọpọ́n	Ifá,	to	identify	which	Odu	is	relevant	to	addressing	a	particular	problem.	You	might	also	want	to	read	more	on	Odu	Ifa	and	Yoruba	Spirituality	for	more	insight	about	this	divination	system	and	practices.	Ìwòrì	Méjì:	The	Origin	Of	Ifa	As	narrated	in	Ìwòrì	Méjì,	the	origin	of	Ifá
was	marked	by	a	significant	crisis	where	Orunmila	was	insulted,	provoked,	and	betrayed	in	an	act	of	rebellion	and	treason.	The	most	painful	part	of	this	uprising	was	that	it	was	initiated	by	his	youngest	son.	This	son	refused	to	pay	homage	to	Orunmila,	boldly	proclaiming,	"Ènìkan	kìí	fọrí	adé	balẹ̀	f’énìkan"	("A	ruler	does	not	bow	before	another	ruler").
Upon	hearing	this	defiant	act	of	insubordination,	Orunmila	was	filled	with	rage	and,	in	a	fit	of	anger,	uprooted	his	silver	staff.	This	is	what	follows:	Ni	Ọ̀rúnmìlà	bá	kọrí	sí	ìdí	ọpẹ	àgùnká,Èyí	tó	yà	sí	ya	búkà	mẹrìndínlógún.Ló	bá	di	wí	pé	aboyún	ò	bí	mọ́:Àgàn	ò	tọwọ́	àlà	bosùn;Òkùnrùn	ò	dìde:Akérémọdò	wẹ̀wù	ìràwé;Àtọ́	gbẹ	mọ́	ọmọkùnrin	ní	ìdí;Obìnrin
ò	rí	àṣẹ	ẹ	rẹ̀	mọ́.Iṣú	pẹyin	ò	ta;Àgbàdo	tàpẹ́	ò	gbó:Erèé	yọjú	ọ̀pòlọ́.Òjò	páápààpáá	kán	sílẹ̀,Adìẹ́	sà	á	mì.A	pọ́n	abẹ	sílẹ̀	ewúrẹ́	mú	un	jẹ.Gbogbo	ayé	wá	á	ń	wí	pé:Nígbà	tí	Ọ̀rúnmìlà	n	bẹ	láyéBáyií	kọ́	layé	rí.	Following	the	events	described,	Orunmila	left	the	world	in	a	state	of	fury,	abandoning	his	throne	after	the	coup	against	him.	The	coup,	unfortunately,
was	successful,	and	Orunmila	retreated	to	a	palm	tree	with	sixteen	branches,	where	he	disappeared	forever.	This	is	why	palm	tree	has	since	become	a	sacred	symbol	in	Ifá	divination,	and	the	number	sixteen	holds	profound	significance	in	the	system.	However,	the	repercussions	of	Orunmila’s	departure	were	dire.	As	the	excerpt	explains,	his	absence
led	to	chaos	in	the	world—poverty,	diseases,	famine,	infertility,	drought,	and	pestilences	plagued	humanity.	The	suffering	was	immense,	and	the	people	lamented,	acknowledging	that	life	had	been	far	better	when	Orunmila	was	present	on	earth.	Desperate	for	relief,	the	people	made	offerings	and	appealed	to	Orunmila	to	return,	journeying	to	the	palm
tree	with	sixteen	branches	to	ask	for	his	leadership	once	again.	Yet,	Orunmila	refused	their	pleas,	insisting	that	he	would	not	return.	Instead,	he	instructed	them	to	open	their	palms	and	gave	them	sixteen	special	palm	nuts,	called	Ikin.	He	told	them	that	whenever	they	needed	guidance,	encountered	difficulties,	or	sought	explanations,	they	should
consult	the	sixteen	palm	nuts.	These	Ikin	became	the	foundation	of	Ifá	divination.	In	response,	the	Yoruba	sages	and	ancestors,	demonstrating	remarkable	wisdom,	expanded	upon	Orunmila’s	gift.	They	multiplied	the	number	sixteen	by	itself,	arriving	at	256	systems	of	knowledge	known	as	Odu	Ifá,	or	Odù	Àbáláyé.	The	sacred	sixteen	forms	the	core	of
Ifá,	symbolizing	a	profound	and	eternal	source	of	wisdom.	What	Does	Ifa	Mean?	Check	out	our	in-depth	guide	on	all	what	you	need	to	know	about	Ifa	and	its	teachings.	What	Are	The	16	Odu	Ifa	And	Their	Meaning?	The	16	Odu	Ifa	represent	the	core	teachings	and	symbolic	parables	in	the	Ifá	divination	system,	an	ancient	practice	of	the	Yoruba	people
of	Nigeria.	Each	Odu	carries	unique	spiritual	principles,	offering	insights	into	different	aspects	of	life.	Here's	a	detailed	explanation	of	each	Odu	Ifa:	1.	Ogbe	Principle:	Alignment	with	Destiny	Ogbe	emphasizes	perfect	alignment	with	one's	destiny.	According	to	Ifa	teachings,	human	destiny	is	deeply	rooted	in	the	development	of	good	character.	This
Odu	speaks	to	the	importance	of	following	a	path	of	integrity	to	achieve	harmony	in	life.	2.	Oyeku	Principle:	Endings	as	New	Beginnings			Oyeku	symbolizes	death,	not	as	a	final	end	but	as	the	conclusion	of	cycles.	It	represents	the	end	of	hardship,	whether	it's	poverty,	illness,	or	loneliness.	This	Odu	teaches	that	after	every	ending,	there	is	a	new
beginning.	3.	Iwori	Principle:	Realizing	Potential			Iwori	focuses	on	the	ability	to	recognize	and	act	on	real	possibilities	in	life.	It	highlights	the	importance	of	discerning	what	is	achievable	and	taking	the	right	steps	to	manifest	those	possibilities.	4.	Odi	Principle:	The	Power	of	Sealing			Odi	refers	to	the	spirit	of	female	reproductive	organs	and
symbolizes	sealing	or	guaranteeing	something.	In	ceremonies,	the	act	of	sealing	ensures	that	the	outcome	is	permanent,	such	as	the	irreversible	process	of	birth.	5.	Irosun	Principle:	Protection	and	Preservation			Irosun	represents	the	spirit	that	protects	the	head	(Ori)	and	preserves	the	past.	It	signifies	the	inflexible	reality	of	history	and	how	past
events	shape	the	present	and	future.	6.	Owonrin	Principle:	Manifesting	Potential			Owonrin	means	"brought	by	the	hands,"	emphasizing	that	the	solid	foundation	of	the	past	lays	the	groundwork	for	the	future.	This	Odu	teaches	that	while	human	potential	is	fixed,	how	it	manifests	depends	on	individual	choices.	7.	Obara	Principle:	Humility	and
Abundance			Obara	symbolizes	the	struggle	between	humility	and	arrogance.	This	Odu	suggests	that	those	seeking	abundance	must	first	overcome	arrogance	to	access	their	creative	potential.	8.	Okanran	Principle:	Focus	and	Direction			Okanran	warns	against	scattering	one’s	attention	and	emphasizes	the	importance	of	focusing	on	specific	goals.	It
symbolizes	new	beginnings	and	the	need	to	direct	one’s	energy	effectively	for	success.	9.	Ogunda	Principle:	Courage	and	Responsibility			Ogunda	speaks	to	the	courage	of	Ogun,	the	god	of	iron,	in	facing	obstacles.	It	teaches	that	instead	of	blaming	others	for	problems,	one	must	take	responsibility	and	face	challenges	head-on	with	courage.	10.	Osa
Principle:	The	Broken	Promise			Osa	tells	the	story	of	a	broken	promise	between	humans	and	birds,	which	led	to	the	wrath	of	the	Eleye	(birds)	and	interference	in	human	affairs.	This	Odu	warns	that	breaking	sacred	promises	leads	to	disharmony	and	the	need	for	appeasement.	11.	Ika	Principle:	Avoiding	Evil			Ika	warns	against	evil	thoughts,	actions,
and	words.	It	emphasizes	that	doing	good	attracts	blessings	from	Olodumare	(God),	while	evil	deeds	lead	to	misfortune.	12.	Oturupon	Principle:	Instability	and	Courage			Oturupon	deals	with	the	instability	of	life’s	forces	and	the	importance	of	intelligence	in	navigating	challenges.	This	Odu	is	linked	to	the	Ancestor	(Egungun)	and	emphasizes	the	need
for	spiritual	guidance	and	courage.	13.	Otura	Principle:	Peace	and	Harmony			Otura	represents	peace,	love,	and	harmony.	It	teaches	that	through	introspection	and	spiritual	growth,	individuals	can	align	with	their	destiny	and	achieve	enlightenment.	14.	Irete	Principle:	Longevity	and	Prosperity			Irete	speaks	of	initiation	into	Ifa	to	ensure	long	life	and
good	health.	It	encourages	sacrifices	and	rituals	to	promote	prosperity	and	fulfillment	in	life.	15.	Ose	Principle:	Sacrifice	for	Fulfillment			Ose	advises	that	sacrifices	must	be	made	to	achieve	life’s	desires.	For	those	struggling	with	fertility	or	financial	problems,	this	Odu	suggests	that	making	the	right	offerings	will	bring	children,	a	spouse,	and
financial	success.	16.	Ofun	Principle:	Alignment	with	Destiny			Ofun	emphasizes	the	importance	of	being	in	alignment	with	one's	destiny.	It	signifies	that	those	who	are	spiritually	disciplined	and	committed	to	their	path	will	receive	blessings	from	the	Divine.	You	can	learn	more	about	the	256	Odu	of	Ifa,	Interpretation	and	Meaning	in	our
Comprehensive	List	of	Odu	Ifa	Divination	Corpus.	Click	Part	1,	2	&	3	to	Listen	to	this	Article	In	this	article	we	talk	about	what	is	Odu	in	the	Ifa	religion	and	the	meaning	of	the	information	contained	within	each	Odu.	We	explain	the	structure	of	the	Odu	and	the	names	and	symbols	used	to	describe	the	Odu.	We	also	go	into	what	is	ese	Ifa,	the	verses
contained	within	the	Odu	as	well	as	provide	an	example	of	an	ese	(verse)	from	one	of	the	Odu.	Haga	clic	aquí	para	leer	en	Espanol	Ifá	is	an	ancient	religion	and	a	complex	system	of	divination	conceptualized	many	centuries	ago	by	the	Yoruba	people	of	West	Africa.	Ifá	Yoruba	religion	is	based	on	oral	literature	scriptures	known	as	Odu	Ifá	or	the	Ifa
corpus.	Ifa	is	not	only	a	religion,	but	also	a	collection	of	Ifá	spiritual	traditions,	timeless	wisdom,	cultural	and	historical	information.	This	information	has	been	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	for	centuries	through	divination,	real	life	situations	and	experiences.	It	is	this	well	of	infinite	and	timeless	wisdom	from	which	a	Babalawo	and	Iyanifa	continue	to	learn
from	in	their	life	long	journey	of	Ifa	practice.	256	odu	contain	the	secrets	of	Ifa	Odu	Ifá	is	the	blueprint	of	life	used	to	guide	humanity	towards	the	manifestation	of	their	destiny	in	a	positive	way.	It	provides	guidance	on		how	to	make	good	decisions	and	how	to	proceed	through	uncertain	times.	Through	proper	interpretation	of	Odu	Ifá,	questions	with
unknown	outcomes	can	be	answered.	The	Yoruba	people	have	preserved	the	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	throughout	time.	This	information	has	been	passed	down	orally	from	generation	to	generation.	Although,	you	can	find	literary	works	and	websites	like	this	one	containing	an	abundance	of	information	about	Ifá.	You	can	learn	more	about	other	topics
related	to	Ifá	here	The	literary	corpus	or	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	and	the	Ifá	divination	system	were	made	part	of	the	Masterpieces	of	the	oral	and	intangible	heritage	of	humanity	in	2005.	This	collection	of	timeless	wisdom	was	classified	as	such	in	an	effort	to	preserve	and	protect	it.	There	are	various	stories	about	the	origin	of	the	16	major	odu.
According	to	Ifa	stories,	the	16	principle	odu	were	16	heavenly	prophets	that	came	down	to	Earth	and	revealed	themselves	to	Orunmila,	the	prophet	of	Ifa	religion	to	help	provide	guidance	to	humanity.	Orunmila	is	also	known	as	the	deity	of	wisdom	that	was	present	during	the	creation	and	allocation	of	destiny	for	each	human	being.	Other	oral
traditions	may	suggest	the	16	major	odu	were	left	behind	by	Orunmila	to	continue	helping	guide	humanity	in	a	positive	direction.	In	any	case,	the	16	principle	odu	represent	the	first	16	major	odu	signs	that	create	the	foundational	structure	of	the	literary	corpus	for	the	Ifa	religion.	16	Principle	Odu	Ifa	–	The	pillars	of	Ifa	Corpus	They	can	be
figuratively	compared	to	as	the	pillars	of	Ifa	from	which	the	remaining	240	minor	odu	signs	derive	from	resulting	in	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	sacred	corpus	of	Ifá.	Each	odu	represents	centuries	of	philosophy,	wisdom,	and	knowledge	gathered	by	Ifa	priests	throughout	time.	They	include	information	related	to	moral	teachings,	spiritual
guidance,	life	experiences,	ethics,	rituals,	sacrifices,	and	much	more.	This	information	is	provided	and	integrated	within	in	each	odu	in	the	form	of	ese	or	verses.	We	will	talk	more	about	ese	or	verses	within	the	odu	later	in	this	article.	Each	odu	contains	information	associated	with	the	good	and	the	bad.	It	provides	guidance	on	how	to	manifest	the
good	and	how	to	keep	negative	disruptive	forces	known	as	Ajogun	away.	It	is	through	the	Ifa	divination	processes	that	the	odu	currently	shaping	our	lives	is	revealed	to	us.	This	sacred	act	of	divination	(performed	by	an	experienced	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa)	is	what	provides	the	opportunity	that	allows	us	to	know	ourselves	better	and	see	our	path	more
clear.	Furthermore,	it	allows	us	the	opportunity	to	know	how	we	can	live	and	maintain	a	positive	life	for	all.	Learn	more	details	about	the	process	of	Ifá	divination	here	256	odu	Ifa	refers	to	the	complete	collection	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	There	are	a	total	of	256	odu	that	make	up	the	foundation	of	the	Ifa	religion.	The	previously	mentioned	16	principle	or
major	odu	ifa	are	considered	the	pillars	of	the	Ifa	corpus.	The	remaining	240	minor	odu	ifa	are	derived	from	these	16	major	odu.	In	the	following	sections	of	this	article	we	go	into	more	details	of	how	the	256	odu	ifa	are	structured	along	with	an	explanation	of	what	is	contained	within	the	odu.	Each	of	the	256	odus	of	ifa	contain	ese	or	verses	of
information,	similar	to	the	Bible	in	the	Christian	religion.	There	are	many	verses	or	ese	within	each	Odu.	Some	may	have	hundreds	of	ese	or	versus.	This	is	not	counting	the	ones	that	may	have	been	lost	in	time	due	to	the	lack	of	documentation.	The	number	of	verses	per	Odu	may	increase	throughout	time.	Adding	knowledge	and	wisdom	to	the	ever-
expanding	foundation	of	the	ifa	Yoruba	religion.	In	recent	history,	Ifa	priests	have	taken	on	the	responsibility	of	documenting	the	sacred	ese	in	an	effort	to	conserve	the	information	for	future	generations.	The	ese	or	Ifá	prayers	are	recited	by	a	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	for	many	reasons.	This	is	done	during	Ifá	divination	and	other	Yoruba	religion	rituals.
These	ese	ifa	or	verses	contain	the	advice	and	messages	that	is	to	be	interpreted	by	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	during	the	divinatory	process.	They	are	what	holds	the	solutions	and	answers	to	issues	and	questions	being	asked	by	the	person	seeking	advice	and	guidance	from	Ifa.	Here	is	one	example	of	an	ese	out	of	many	verses	within	the	Odu	Ejiogbe-
Odi	or	Ogbe	Odi	in	Yoruba	language;	interpretation	will	follow:	Ogbe	di	kakaOgbe	di	kunkunOgbe	di	ganmun	ganmunKi	irun	imun	re	o	mon	ba	yo	sileA	d’ifa’	fu’n	Esu	OdaraIgba	ti	nlo	re	de	igbere	lodoA	d’ifa	fun	gbogbo	okanle	irunmoleNijo	ti	won	n	lo	ree	ji	ejaEsu	Odara	koEbo	ni	won	ni	ko	seO	gbebeo	nibe	o	ruboNke	mo	moyin	oEyin	aseniEmi
moyinEyin	odale	Interpretation	of	ese	Ifa:	At	a	high	level,	this	ese	is	about	advising	the	person	or	community	for	which	this	Odu	was	marked,	to	be	careful	with	individuals	surrounding	them.	Individuals	they	may	have	trust	in	might	have	the	intentions	of	betrayal.	They	may	act	like	friends	but	in	actuality	are	traitors.	On	the	other	hand,	this	Odu	also
advises	not	to	jump	to	conclusions	in	situations	as	it	may	have	ramifications	in	their	life.	This	person	is	advised	to	take	the	time	to	understand	any	situations	and	or	scenarios	they	may	currently	be	in.	There	may	be	more	than	meets	the	eye.	Other	verses	in	this	odu	talk	about	the	importance	of	making	sacrifice	to	maintain	a	positive	position.	There	are
references	to	Esu	in	this	Odu,	the	orisha	considered	to	be	the	messenger	between	Ifa	and	Olodumare.	Properly	appeasing	Esu	and	having	trust	in	his	ability	to	defend	the	person	this	Odu	was	marked	for	is	advised.	As	previously	mentioned	there	are	many	verses	for	each	of	the	256	odu.	In	this	site	we	attempt	to	provide	this	information	along	with
appropriate	interpretations	for	each	odu.	We	will	continue	to	share	the	information	we	learn	about	as	time	goes	on,	Ase!	Learn	more	about	Odu	Ifa	Interpretations	here	An	integral	part	of	the	Odu	Ifá	interpretation	is	the	process	of	consulting	with	Ifá	and	the	oral	scriptures	using	the	Ifá	divination	system.	It	is	the	most	complex	and	accurate	divination
system	known	by	many	for	its	reliability.	This	system	is	the	channel	that	communicates	with	the	universe	to	obtain	information	and	answers	that	help	us	to	make	better	informed	decisions	in	our	lives.	A	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	have	the	proper	training	and	ability	to	perform	this	process	correctly.	The	process	of	Ifá	divination	allows	the	information	of
Odu	Ifá	to	be	revealed	during	the	divination	sessions	to	the	person	or	community	seeking	advice	and	guidance.	Read	more	about	Babalawo	powers	here	and	Iyanifa	Ifa	priestess	here	Ifa	divination	is	a	system	that	aids	in	better	understanding	of	oneself	and	purpose.	Through	years	of	study	and	practice	of	Ifá,	a	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	obtain	deeper
understanding	of	the	mysteries,	the	evolution,	and	the	secrets	held	by	the	natural	forces	of	the	universe	and	of	this	world.	There	are	multiple	methods	used	to	communicate	with	Ifá.	The	process	of	using	the	Ifá	divination	system	also	involves	the	use	of	various	tools.	The	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	will	choose	the	tools	necessary	based	on	the	method	of
communication	to	be	used.	A	description	of	Ifá	divination	tools	and	how	they	are	used	during	Ifá	divination	can	be	found	here.	Odu	Ifá	is	the	map	that	allows	humans	to	navigate	life	itself.	A	way	for	all	humans	to	live	in	harmony	with	each	other	and	the	Earth.	The	common	message	delivered	across	each	Odu	is	that	of	making	life	for	yourself	and	those
around	you	a	more	positive	experience.	The	sacred	oral	scriptures	of	Odu	Ifá	corpus	are	structured	into	a	total	of	256	signs.	These	256	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	Odu	Ifá	or	16	principle	signs	of	Ifá.	In	other	words,	a	combination	of	the	16	principle	odu	(16×16)	or	16	squared	will	result	in	the	256	Odus	of	Ifa.	To	elaborate	further,	the
seventeenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun.	The	eighteenth	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	and	third	major	odu	Iwori	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori.	This	occurs	up	through	ifa	odu
sign	#31.	Then	ifa	odu	#32	starts	with	the	second	major	odu	Oyekun	combined	with	the	first	major	odu	Ejiogbe	which	results	in	the	minor	odu	Oyekun	–	Ejiogbe.	This	continues	throughout	the	rest	of	the	16	major	odu	Ifa.	These	combinations	of	odu	ifa	signs	created	at	#17	through	#256	are	known	as	the	240	minor	odu	Ifa	or	omo	odu.	The	following
sections	will	demonstrate	a	few	of	the	actual	symbols	and	names	of	the	odu	ifa	signs	which	may	provide	more	clarity	to	how	the	signs	are	derived	from	the	16	major	odu.	Each	odu	has	a	name	and	a	symbol	associated	with	it.	There	are	two	sets	of	symbols	used	to	denote	each	odu.	One	set	involves	the	use	of	single	and	double	vertical	lines	and	the
other	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	The	single	lines	represent	the	light,	or	an	open	position	and	the	double	lines	represent	the	dark	or	a	closed	position.	Here	is	an	example	of	the	first	4	of	the	16	major	odu	signs	expressed	in	vertical	lines.	From	right	to	left:	Ejiogbe,	Oyekun,	Iwori,	Odi	Odu	Ifa	signs	expressed	in	single	and	double
vertical	lines	The	second	set	of	symbols	involves	the	use	of	0’s	and	1’s.	Similar	to	the	vertical	lines,	each	0	represents	the	dark	or	a	closed	or	off	position	and	the	1	represents	the	light	or	an	open	or	on	position.	These	symbols	are	grouped	together	into	two	sets	of	4	symbols	side	by	side.	This	structure	symbolizes	one	Odu.	Ofun	Meji	Odu	Ifa	sign
expressed	in	0’s	and	1’s	The	reason	for	the	two	types	of	symbols	used	to	identify	an	odu	maybe	be	associated	with	the	method	of	divination	used	by	the	diviner.	For	example,	if	the	Babalawo	or	Iyanifa	chooses	to	divine	using	the	Opele	chain	or	ifa	divination	chain,	the	odu	revealed	during	this	method	of	divination	is	presented	in	the	form	of	0’s	and	1’s.
The	opele	chain	is	made	from	eight	half	nuts	from	the	opele	fruit	tree.	The	opele	nuts	when	cut	in	half	create	a	concave	and	convex	side.	The	convex	side	(outer	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	0	of	an	odu	sign	and	the	concave	side	(inner	part)	of	the	opele	nut	represents	the	1	of	the	odu	sign.	You	can	read	more	about	how	to	use	the	Opele	Ifa	here
If	the	Babalawo	chooses	to	divine	with	ikin	ifa	(sacred	palm	nuts),the	way	the	odu	is	typically	revealed	in	the	iyerosun	powder	during	divination	is	presented	in	the	form	of	the	vertical	line	symbols	as	seen	in	the	previous	image	with	the	first	4	major	odu	expressed	in	vertical	lines	above.	You	can	read	more	about	ikin	ifa	divination	here	Traditionally	the
odu	ifa	signs	are	read	from	right	to	left.	Every	odu	has	4	sets	of	2	markings	or	digits	side	by	side.	When	an	odu	ifa	is	marked	in	iyerosun	powder,	the	Awo	will	engrave	the	sign	starting	from	the	top	set	of	digits.	For	example,	first	digit	marked	is	in	the	right	column	and	first	row	then	continues	to	the	left	column	first	row.	The	second	set	of	digits	in
second	row	go	next.	Right	column	second	row	then	left	column	second	row.	This	continues	until	the	fourth	set	of	digits.	An	Odu	that	has	identical	symbols	on	the	right	and	left	side	signifies	it	is	one	of	the	16	major	odu.	When	the	odu	has	one	set	of	symbols	on	the	right	side	and	a	different	set	of	symbols	on	the	left	side,	this	signifies	the	odu	is	one	of
the	240	minor	odu.		Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Ejiogbe	(left	side)	–	Eji	Ogbe	Meji	–	One	of	the	16	principle	odu	Ejiogbe	(right	side)	Oyekun	(left	side)	or	Ogbe	Oyeku	–	One	of	the	240	minor	odu	Take	note	of	the	16	major	odu	ifa	or	16	meyi	in	the	following	table.	Starting	with	the	1st	odu	top	right	Baba	Ejiogbe,	2nd	Oyekun,	3rd	Iwori,	4th	Odi,	5th	Iroso	and	so
on	through	the	table	below.	Vertical	lines	are	used	to	express	the	Ifa	signs	here:	All	16	major	odu	ifa	signs	As	mentioned	earlier,	the	17th	minor	odu	ifa	is	a	combination	of	the	1st	principle	odu	and	the	2nd	principle	odu	expressed	as	follows	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Oyekun	or	Ogeb	Oyeku	–	17th	odu	ifa	sign;	one	of	the	240
minor	odu	The	18th	minor	odu	ifa	sign	is	a	combination	of	the	first	major	odu	sign	and	third	major	odu	sign	expressed	in	vertical	lines	and	in	0’s	and	1’s	below:	Ejiogbe	–	Iwori	–	18th	odu	ifa	sign;	one	of	the	240	minor	odu	Please	share	this	article	with	someone	you	know.	Ase	–	Thanks!	Please	subscribe	to	be	notified	when	new	odu	is	published.	Thank
you.	Divination	and	InterpretationIn	divination,	these	Odus	are	combined	in	various	ways,	creating	a	total	of	256	possible	combinations,	each	with	its	specific	interpretations	and	advice.	The	process	involves	the	casting	of	palm	nuts	or	a	divination	chain,	and	the	resulting	pattern	is	interpreted	by	the	diviner.Moral	and	Ethical	GuidanceEach	Odu
contains	lessons	and	advice	on	moral	and	ethical	behavior.	They	guide	individuals	in	making	decisions	and	understanding	the	consequences	of	their	actions,	both	for	themselves	and	their	community.Cultural	and	Spiritual	WisdomThe	Odus	are	repositories	of	Yoruba	cultural	wisdom,	encompassing	folklore,	history,	and	spiritual	teachings.	They	offer
insights	into	human	nature,	the	workings	of	the	universe,	and	the	relationship	between	the	divine	and	the	mundane.Personal	and	Community	RelevanceThe	Odus	provide	personal	guidance	to	individuals	seeking	answers	to	life's	challenges.	They	also	have	a	communal	aspect,	offering	advice	on	social	relationships,	community	responsibilities,	and	the
maintenance	of	societal	harmony.Therapeutic	and	Psychological	AspectsConsulting	the	Odus	can	have	therapeutic	effects,	offering	solace,	understanding,	and	a	way	forward	in	difficult	times.	They	help	individuals	to	understand	and	contextualize	their	experiences	within	a	larger	spiritual	and	cosmic	framework.The	Odus	in	Contemporary	SocietyIn
contemporary	society,	the	Odus	continue	to	be	relevant,	providing	guidance	and	wisdom	in	a	rapidly	changing	world.	They	are	studied	and	revered	not	only	within	traditional	Yoruba	communities	but	also	among	diverse	global	populations	engaged	with	African	spirituality.Challenges	and	PreservationThe	preservation	and	accurate	interpretation	of	the
Odus	are	challenges	faced	by	practitioners,	especially	in	the	diaspora.	However,	the	increasing	interest	in	Yoruba	spirituality	and	the	efforts	of	practitioners	ensure	their	continued	relevance	and	transmission	to	future	generations.ConclusionThe	16	Odus	of	Ifá	constitute	a	profound	and	intricate	system	of	wisdom	that	guides	individuals	and
communities	in	various	aspects	of	life.	They	are	much	more	than	a	divination	tool;	they	are	a	comprehensive	philosophical	and	ethical	framework	that	offers	insights	into	the	human	condition	and	the	workings	of	the	universe.	As	carriers	of	cultural,	spiritual,	and	moral	wisdom,	the	Odus	continue	to	be	a	source	of	guidance,	inspiration,	and
understanding	for	those	who	seek	to	connect	with	the	rich	heritage	of	Yoruba	spirituality.




