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Have	you	ever	jumped	in	the	shower	only	to	be	greeted	by	icy	water?	If	your	water	heater	stopped	working	after	a	power	outage,	you’re	not	alone.	Many	people	face	this	frustrating	situation,	especially	after	unexpected	disruptions	to	their	electricity.Common	Malfunctions:	Power	outages	can	lead	to	various	issues	such	as	tripped	circuit	breakers,
blown	fuses,	thermostat	failures,	and	damaged	heating	elements	in	water	heaters.Troubleshooting	Steps:	Always	check	the	power	source,	inspect	the	thermostat	settings,	and	reset	circuit	breakers	to	restore	functionality	after	a	power	outage.System	Reset:	Pressing	the	reset	button	on	the	water	heater	can	often	resolve	problems	caused	by	power
disruptions;	allow	time	for	the	water	to	heat	up	afterward.Component	Replacement:	If	basic	troubleshooting	fails,	consider	replacing	faulty	parts	like	heating	elements	and	thermostats,	as	well	as	checking	for	sediment	buildup	that	can	impair	performance.Preventative	Measures:	Install	a	surge	protector	and	follow	regular	maintenance	practices,	such
as	flushing	the	tank	annually	and	inspecting	components,	to	prevent	future	malfunctions.Water	heaters	can	stop	working	after	a	power	outage	for	several	reasons.	Understanding	these	issues	helps	you	troubleshoot	effectively.Power	interruptions	may	affect	the	water	heater’s	ability	to	ignite	or	operate.	Check	these	factors:	KitchenAid	KSMC895CU	8-
Quart	Commercial	Countertop	Mixer	with	Bowl	Guard,	10-Speed,	Gear-Driven,	Contour	Silver	Cordless	Vacuum	Cleaner,	550W	45Kpa	Vacuum	Cleaners	for	Home,	Stick	Vacuum	with	Self-Standing,	Max	60	Mins,	Touch	Screen,	Vacuum	Cleaner	with	Charging	Station	for	Hard	Floor	Carpet	Car	Pet	Instant	Pot	Duo	7-in-1	Electric	Pressure	Cooker,	Slow
Cooker,	Rice	Cooker,	Steamer,	Sauté,	Yogurt	Maker,	Warmer	&	Sterilizer,	Includes	App	With	Over	800	Recipes,	Stainless	Steel,	6	Quart	Ninja	Air	Fryer,	Roast,	Bake,	Air	Fry,	Roast,	Broil,	Reheats,	&	Dehydrates,	4-in-1,	Fries,	Frozen	Food,	Veggies,	and	Juicy	Meat,	Less	Oil,	Easy	Meals,	Healthy	Meals,	Compact,	4	QT,	Grey,	AF101	Affresh	Washing
Machine	Cleaner,	Cleans	Front	Load	and	Top	Load	Washers,	Including	HE,	6	Tablets	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker:	Inspect	your	breaker	panel	for	tripped	switches.	Reset	any	that	are	off.Blown	Fuses:	Examine	the	fuses	related	to	the	water	heater.	Replace	blown	fuses	to	restore	power.Faulty	Power	Source:	If	the	power	outage	damaged	the	electrical
supply,	consult	an	electrician	to	assess	the	wiring.Power	outages	can	lead	to	specific	component	failures.	Look	into	these	parts:Thermostat	Failure:	A	faulty	thermostat	may	prevent	the	water	heater	from	reaching	the	desired	temperature.	Test	or	replace	it	as	needed.Heating	Element	Damage:	Electric	water	heaters	may	have	damaged	heating
elements.	Test	their	continuity	with	a	multimeter	and	replace	if	necessary.Sediment	Buildup:	Sediment	can	accumulate	during	power	outages,	affecting	efficiency.	Flush	your	water	heater	periodically	to	prevent	this	issue.By	identifying	these	common	issues,	you	can	quickly	address	the	malfunction	and	restore	hot	water.After	a	power	outage,	your
water	heater	might	require	some	attention	to	start	functioning	again.	Follow	these	troubleshooting	steps	to	help	identify	and	resolve	the	issue.Ensure	the	water	heater	is	plugged	in.	Check	the	power	cord	for	any	visible	damage.Verify	that	the	outlet	has	power.	Use	a	voltage	tester,	or	plug	in	another	appliance.	If	it	doesn’t	work,	inspect	your	home’s
electrical	system.Confirm	that	the	water	heater’s	power	switch	is	in	the	“on”	position.	This	switch	may	resemble	a	light	switch	and	is	usually	located	near	the	heater.Locate	the	thermostat	on	your	water	heater.	It’s	commonly	found	behind	an	access	panel.Adjust	the	thermostat	setting.	Set	it	to	a	higher	temperature	if	it’s	below	your	desired	level,
typically	between	120°F	and	140°F.Reset	the	thermostat	if	it	has	a	reset	button.	Press	this	button	if	available,	which	can	restore	functionality	after	a	power	outage.Find	your	circuit	breaker	panel.	It	often	resides	in	a	utility	room,	basement,	or	garage.Inspect	the	circuit	breakers	for	any	that	appear	tripped.	A	tripped	breaker	usually	sits	in	the	middle
position.Reset	any	tripped	breakers.	Flip	them	fully	to	the	“off”	position	and	then	back	to	“on.”	This	step	can	restore	power	to	the	water	heater.By	following	these	steps,	you	can	often	identify	and	solve	common	issues	with	your	water	heater	after	a	power	outage.After	a	power	outage,	restoring	your	water	heater	may	involve	several	important	steps.
Taking	action	promptly	can	prevent	further	damage	and	ensure	you	regain	access	to	hot	water.	roborock	Q5	Pro+	Robot	Vacuum	and	Mop,	Self-Emptying,	5500	Pa	Max	Suction,	DuoRoller	Brush,	Hands-Free	Cleaning	for	up	to	7	Weeks,	Precise	Navigation,	Perfect	for	Hard	Floors,	Carpets,	and	Pet	Hair	Vitamix	Explorian	Blender,	Professional-Grade,
64	oz.	Low-Profile	Container,	Black	-	65542	(Renewed	Premium)	Keurig	K-Elite	Single	Serve	K-Cup	Pod	Coffee	Maker,	with	Strength	and	Temperature	Control,	Iced	Coffee	Capability,	8	to	12oz	Brew	Size,	Programmable,	Brushed	Slate	Shark	Upright	Vacuum,	Navigator	Lift-Away	Deluxe	with	Large	Dust	Cup	Capacity,	HEPA	Filter,	Swivel	Steering,
Upholstery	Tool	&	Crevice	Tool,	Blue,	NV360	Waterdrop	DA29-00020B	NSF	53&42	Certified	Refrigerator	Water	Filter,	Replacement	for	Samsung	HAF-CIN/EXP,	DA29-00020A/B,	DA29-00020B-1,	RF263BEAESR,	RF28HMEDBSR,	3	Filters	(Package	May	Vary)	Resetting	the	water	heater	can	often	resolve	issues	caused	by	power	disruptions.	Here’s
how	to	do	it:Locate	the	Reset	Button:	Find	the	reset	button	on	your	water	heater.	This	button	is	typically	near	the	thermostat.	It’s	often	red	or	yellow.Press	the	Reset	Button:	Firmly	press	the	button.	This	action	can	restart	the	heating	mechanism.Wait	for	the	Water	to	Heat:	Give	the	water	heater	some	time	to	reach	the	desired	temperature.	This	can
take	up	to	an	hour,	depending	on	the	model	and	size.If	your	water	heater	is	still	not	working	after	resetting,	you	might	need	to	explore	other	repairs.If	basic	troubleshooting	doesn’t	restore	your	water	heater,	faulty	components	may	require	replacement.	Here’s	a	closer	look:Heating	Elements:	Inspect	the	heating	elements	for	any	signs	of	damage	or
wear.	If	you	notice	discoloration	or	corrosion,	consider	replacing	them.Thermostat:	A	malfunctioning	thermostat	can	prevent	the	heater	from	regulating	temperature	correctly.	If	adjustments	don’t	help,	installing	a	new	thermostat	could	be	necessary.Fuses	and	Breakers:	Check	fuses	and	circuit	breakers	dedicated	to	the	water	heater.	If	a	fuse	is	blown
or	a	breaker	continues	to	trip,	replacements	can	improve	functionality.Sediment	Buildup:	Excess	sediment	can	impair	the	water	heater’s	performance.	Flush	the	tank	regularly	to	keep	it	clean.	If	flushing	doesn’t	resolve	the	issue,	other	measures	might	be	warranted.By	following	these	steps,	you	can	effectively	troubleshoot	and	repair	your	water
heater	after	a	power	outage.	Taking	steps	to	prevent	your	water	heater	from	malfunctioning	after	a	power	outage	can	save	you	time	and	hassle.	Implementing	these	measures	helps	ensure	a	consistent	hot	water	supply.	GE	Profile	Opal	2.0	XL	with	1	Gallon	Tank,	Chewable	Crunchable	Countertop	Nugget	Ice	Maker,	Scoop	included,	38	lbs	in	24	hours,
Pellet	Ice	Machine	with	WiFi	&	Smart	Connected,	Stainless	Steel	LEVOIT	Air	Purifier	for	Home	Allergies	Pets	Hair	in	Bedroom,	Covers	Up	to	1095	ft²	by	56W	High	Torque	Motor,	3-in-1	Filter	with	HEPA	Sleep	Mode,	Remove	Dust	Smoke	Pollutants	Odor,	Core300-P,	White	GHome	Smart	Mini	Plug	Compatible	with	Alexa	and	Google	Home,	WiFi	Smart
Outlet	Socket	Remote	Control	with	Timer	Function,	Only	Supports	2.4GHz	Network,	No	Hub	Required,	ETL	FCC	Listed	(4	Pack),	White	Glisten	Dishwasher	Cleaner,	Removes	Limescale,	Rust,	Buildup,	and	Grease,	Lemon	Scent,	12	Ounce	Bottle,	3-Pack	Heavy	Duty	Furniture	Lifter	4	Appliance	Roller	Sliders	with	660	lbs	Load	Capacity	Wheels	+
Adjustable	Height	Lifting	Tool	Lever	Suitable	for	Safe	and	Easy	Moving	of	Couches	Sofas	Refrigerators	+	More	Installing	a	surge	protector	safeguards	your	water	heater	from	power	surges	that	can	occur	during	outages.	Look	for	a	surge	protector	rated	for	heavy-duty	appliances	like	water	heaters.	Place	the	surge	protector	between	the	outlet	and	the
water	heater.	This	device	absorbs	excess	voltage,	reducing	the	risk	of	damage	during	electrical	fluctuations.	Check	the	manufacturer’s	guidelines	to	ensure	compatibility.Regular	maintenance	helps	keep	your	water	heater	in	optimal	condition.	Follow	these	tips	for	effective	upkeep:Flush	the	Tank:	Flush	the	tank	annually	to	remove	sediment	buildup.
Attach	a	hose	to	the	tank’s	drain	valve,	open	the	valve,	and	let	the	water	flow	out	until	it	runs	clear.Inspect	Heating	Elements:	Check	heating	elements	for	signs	of	wear.	If	you	notice	rust	or	corrosion,	consider	replacing	them.Test	the	Pressure	Relief	Valve:	Test	the	valve	at	least	once	a	year	to	ensure	it	functions	properly.	Lift	the	lever	to	release
water	briefly,	then	let	go	to	ensure	it	seals.Check	Anode	Rod:	Inspect	the	anode	rod	every	2-3	years.	Replace	it	if	it’s	heavily	corroded	to	help	prevent	tank	rusting.Implementing	these	preventative	measures	will	enhance	the	longevity	and	reliability	of	your	water	heater.Dealing	with	a	water	heater	that	won’t	work	after	a	power	outage	can	be	a	hassle.
But	with	a	little	troubleshooting	and	some	simple	checks	you	can	often	get	things	back	on	track.	Remember	to	inspect	the	power	source	and	components	before	diving	into	repairs.Taking	preventative	measures	now	can	save	you	from	future	headaches.	Regular	maintenance	and	investing	in	a	surge	protector	will	help	keep	your	water	heater	running
smoothly.	You	deserve	a	reliable	hot	water	supply	so	don’t	hesitate	to	take	action	when	issues	arise.	With	the	right	approach	you	can	enjoy	hot	showers	again	in	no	time.Water	heaters	may	fail	after	a	power	outage	due	to	several	reasons,	including	tripped	circuit	breakers,	blown	fuses,	and	faulty	power	sources.	Component	failures	like	thermostat
issues,	damaged	heating	elements,	and	sediment	buildup	can	also	contribute	to	the	problem.To	troubleshoot,	first	check	the	power	source	by	ensuring	the	water	heater	is	plugged	in	and	the	outlet	is	functional.	Then,	inspect	the	thermostat	for	proper	settings	and	reset	it	if	needed.	Finally,	examine	the	circuit	breaker	panel	for	tripped	breakers	and
reset	them.If	your	water	heater	doesn’t	work	after	troubleshooting,	consider	resetting	the	system	using	the	reset	button	on	the	unit.	Wait	for	the	water	to	heat	up,	and	if	issues	persist,	inspect	or	replace	faulty	components	like	heating	elements	and	thermostats.To	prevent	malfunctions,	install	a	surge	protector	to	protect	against	power	surges.	Regular
maintenance	practices,	such	as	flushing	the	tank	annually	and	checking	the	pressure	relief	valve,	will	help	ensure	your	water	heater	operates	efficiently.You	should	perform	maintenance	on	your	water	heater	at	least	once	a	year.	This	includes	flushing	the	tank,	inspecting	heating	elements,	testing	the	pressure	relief	valve,	and	checking	the	anode	rod
every	2-3	years	for	wear.	Regular	maintenance	improves	the	efficiency	and	longevity	of	your	unit.Hey,	I’m	Jake.	I	focus	on	cooling	systems	at	Appliance	Mastery,	like	fridges,	freezers,	and	air	conditioners.I’ve	worked	in	appliance	repair	for	more	than	ten	years	and	I’m	certified	through	NASTeC.	I’ve	seen	just	about	every	fridge	issue	you	can
imagine.My	goal	is	to	help	you	fix	problems	without	stress.	Whether	it’s	a	freezer	that	won’t	cool	or	an	AC	that	keeps	beeping,	I’m	here	to	walk	you	through	it.	Fluctuating	high	voltages,	a	lost	phase,	and	a	hot	water	control	relay	in	the	‘off’	position	are	three	different	reasons	why	a	water	heater	won’t	work	after	an	outage.	A	power	outage	due	to	a
fault	with	the	electricity	network	can	be	caused	by	many	things.	The	best	thing	to	do	is	to	contact	your	local	electricity	power	lines	company	for	details	about	the	power	outage.	This	post	will	show	you	three	reasons	why	the	water	heater	isn’t	working	from	an	electrician’s	perspective.		A	water	heater	can	be	powered	by	electricity,	gas	or	other
systems.	Understanding	what	hot	water	system	you	have	is	the	first	step	to	finding	out	what	is	wrong.		For	example,	electric	hot	water	heaters	are	often	controlled	by	relays	which	turn	the	hot	water	on	or	off	automatically.	This	won’t	be	present	with	gas	hot	water	systems.		In	general,	an	electric	hot	water	system	uses	a	lot	more	electrical	power	than
gas	hot	water	and	is	harsher	on	your	power	bill.		The	unit	for	a	gas	hot	water	heater	is	normally	plugged	into	a	standard	wall	socket	while	an	electric	hot	water	cylinder	is	hard	wired	with	a	bigger	cable	to	compensate	for	the	larger	amount	of	current	it	draws.	A	domestic	electric	hot	water	heater	is	typically	sized	at	2-3	kilowatts	of	power	but	can	be
larger.	Larger	cylinders	may	have	more	than	one	heater	element	and	be	powered	by	more	than	one	electrical	feed.		An	electric	hot	water	heater	will	have	at	least	one	element,	a	thermostat,	an	isolating	switch,	potential	relays	and	contactors	turning	it	on	and	off.		The	cable	at	the	switchboard	for	the	hot	water	heater	will	be	connected	into	a	miniature
circuit	breaker	(MCB)	or	fuse	which	protects	the	circuit	from	overloading	and	short	circuits.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#1	Likelihood:	High	–	commonly	accompanying	power	outages	in	my	opinion.	Contact	your	local	lines	company	for	more	information	on	the	electrical	fault.	Fixable?	Yes,	may	require	replacement	of	the
water	cylinder	element,	thermostat	or	switch.	A	power	outage	isn’t	usually	the	reason	why	a	water	heater	wont	work.	Instead	it	is	the	voltage	surges	preceding	the	outage	that	can	cause	components	to	not	function	properly.	A	water	heater	is	designed	to	work	at	a	standard	voltage.	For	America	this	is	120	or	240	volts	at	60	Hertz	and	for	AUS/UK/NZ	it
is	230	volts	at	50	Hertz.	The	components	in	the	water	heater	including	the	element,	thermostat,	switch	contacts	are	all	rated	to	work	at	a	specific	voltage.	When	this	voltage	gets	too	high	even	if	it	is	only	momentarily	these	components	start	to	get	damaged.	If	the	voltage	surge	gets	very	high	it	can	cross	the	insulation	barrier	(‘jump’	through	the
insulation)	on	a	cable	and	short	out	against	something.	The	solution	to	voltage	surges	is	to	install	surge	protection	which	to	protect	a	water	heater	would	be	installed	at	the	switchboard.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#2	Likelihood:	High	–	if	the	water	heater	is	powered	by	more	than	one	electrical	feed	(phase).	Contact	your
lines	company	to	find	out	if	an	electrical	feed	is	still	out.	Fixable?	Yes,	wait	for	the	electrical	feed	to	come	back	online.	If	your	property	has	three	phase	power	it	could	be	possible	that	one	phase	is	offline.	This	phase	would	normally	be	powering	your	hot	water	heater.	A	lost	electrical	feed	is	a	common	occurrence	when	a	nearby	powerline	is	down,	for
example.	Waiting	for	this	electrical	feed	to	come	back	online	will	resolve	the	problem.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#2	Likelihood:	High	–	this	relay	can	trip	off	when	power	is	lost.	Fixable?	Yes,	the	hot	water	relay	should	automatically	reset	after	a	set	amount	of	time.	Electric	hot	water	systems	are	often	controlled	by
automatic	relays	that	turn	the	hot	water	on	and	off.	These	automatic	relays	are	controlled	by	the	power	companies	and	are	used	for	managing	the	load	on	the	electrical	network	because	hot	water	cylinders	use	a	lot	of	power.		When	the	power	is	shut	off	due	to	an	outage,	sometimes	the	relay	is	also	shut	off.	When	the	power	is	returned,	the	relay	often
doesn’t	immediately	reset	and	may	take	some	time	to	turn	back	on.	This	could	be	20	minutes.	Waiting	for	it	to	come	back	online	should	work.	The	hot	water	control	relay	can	be	found	in	a	few	places.	Usually	it	is	in	the	switchboard	or	with	the	electrical	meter.	Surge	protectors	will	help	ensure	that	high	surge	voltages	are	diverted	away	from
appliances	thereby	protecting	them	from	damage.	A	surge	protector	is	a	small	circuit	breaker	sized	device	that	lives	in	your	switchboard.	Its	job	is	to	take	surges	and	send	them	to	your	earthing	system.	Multiboards	can	also	contain	surge	protection	however	they	will	only	protect	whatever	appliance	is	plugged	into	it.	Surge	protectors	located	in	the
switchboard	will	protect	all	appliances	in	the	home.	Electrician’s	Perspective	A	high	voltage	surge	damaging	a	critical	part	of	the	water	heater	such	as	the	thermostat	is	the	most	likely	reason	why	it	isn’t	working.	Luckily	replacing	a	damaged	element,	thermostat	or	switch	is	possible	without	having	to	replace	the	whole	heater	unit.	A	hot	water	relay	in
the	off	position	is	also	a	possibility.	Waiting	for	the	relay	to	turn	back	on	will	resolve	the	problem.	We	Fix	Faults	is	an	electrician	blog	looking	to	find	and	solve	common	electrical	problems	in	the	home.	If	you	have	any	topics	you’d	like	us	to	cover	send	us	a	message	above.	Fluctuating	high	voltages,	a	lost	phase,	and	a	hot	water	control	relay	in	the	‘off’
position	are	three	different	reasons	why	a	water	heater	won’t	work	after	an	outage.	A	power	outage	due	to	a	fault	with	the	electricity	network	can	be	caused	by	many	things.	The	best	thing	to	do	is	to	contact	your	local	electricity	power	lines	company	for	details	about	the	power	outage.	This	post	will	show	you	three	reasons	why	the	water	heater	isn’t
working	from	an	electrician’s	perspective.		A	water	heater	can	be	powered	by	electricity,	gas	or	other	systems.	Understanding	what	hot	water	system	you	have	is	the	first	step	to	finding	out	what	is	wrong.		For	example,	electric	hot	water	heaters	are	often	controlled	by	relays	which	turn	the	hot	water	on	or	off	automatically.	This	won’t	be	present	with
gas	hot	water	systems.		In	general,	an	electric	hot	water	system	uses	a	lot	more	electrical	power	than	gas	hot	water	and	is	harsher	on	your	power	bill.		The	unit	for	a	gas	hot	water	heater	is	normally	plugged	into	a	standard	wall	socket	while	an	electric	hot	water	cylinder	is	hard	wired	with	a	bigger	cable	to	compensate	for	the	larger	amount	of	current
it	draws.	A	domestic	electric	hot	water	heater	is	typically	sized	at	2-3	kilowatts	of	power	but	can	be	larger.	Larger	cylinders	may	have	more	than	one	heater	element	and	be	powered	by	more	than	one	electrical	feed.		An	electric	hot	water	heater	will	have	at	least	one	element,	a	thermostat,	an	isolating	switch,	potential	relays	and	contactors	turning	it
on	and	off.		The	cable	at	the	switchboard	for	the	hot	water	heater	will	be	connected	into	a	miniature	circuit	breaker	(MCB)	or	fuse	which	protects	the	circuit	from	overloading	and	short	circuits.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#1	Likelihood:	High	–	commonly	accompanying	power	outages	in	my	opinion.	Contact	your	local
lines	company	for	more	information	on	the	electrical	fault.	Fixable?	Yes,	may	require	replacement	of	the	water	cylinder	element,	thermostat	or	switch.	A	power	outage	isn’t	usually	the	reason	why	a	water	heater	wont	work.	Instead	it	is	the	voltage	surges	preceding	the	outage	that	can	cause	components	to	not	function	properly.	A	water	heater	is
designed	to	work	at	a	standard	voltage.	For	America	this	is	120	or	240	volts	at	60	Hertz	and	for	AUS/UK/NZ	it	is	230	volts	at	50	Hertz.	The	components	in	the	water	heater	including	the	element,	thermostat,	switch	contacts	are	all	rated	to	work	at	a	specific	voltage.	When	this	voltage	gets	too	high	even	if	it	is	only	momentarily	these	components	start
to	get	damaged.	If	the	voltage	surge	gets	very	high	it	can	cross	the	insulation	barrier	(‘jump’	through	the	insulation)	on	a	cable	and	short	out	against	something.	The	solution	to	voltage	surges	is	to	install	surge	protection	which	to	protect	a	water	heater	would	be	installed	at	the	switchboard.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#2
Likelihood:	High	–	if	the	water	heater	is	powered	by	more	than	one	electrical	feed	(phase).	Contact	your	lines	company	to	find	out	if	an	electrical	feed	is	still	out.	Fixable?	Yes,	wait	for	the	electrical	feed	to	come	back	online.	If	your	property	has	three	phase	power	it	could	be	possible	that	one	phase	is	offline.	This	phase	would	normally	be	powering
your	hot	water	heater.	A	lost	electrical	feed	is	a	common	occurrence	when	a	nearby	powerline	is	down,	for	example.	Waiting	for	this	electrical	feed	to	come	back	online	will	resolve	the	problem.	Water	Heater	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	–	Reason	#2	Likelihood:	High	–	this	relay	can	trip	off	when	power	is	lost.	Fixable?	Yes,	the	hot	water	relay
should	automatically	reset	after	a	set	amount	of	time.	Electric	hot	water	systems	are	often	controlled	by	automatic	relays	that	turn	the	hot	water	on	and	off.	These	automatic	relays	are	controlled	by	the	power	companies	and	are	used	for	managing	the	load	on	the	electrical	network	because	hot	water	cylinders	use	a	lot	of	power.		When	the	power	is
shut	off	due	to	an	outage,	sometimes	the	relay	is	also	shut	off.	When	the	power	is	returned,	the	relay	often	doesn’t	immediately	reset	and	may	take	some	time	to	turn	back	on.	This	could	be	20	minutes.	Waiting	for	it	to	come	back	online	should	work.	The	hot	water	control	relay	can	be	found	in	a	few	places.	Usually	it	is	in	the	switchboard	or	with	the
electrical	meter.	Surge	protectors	will	help	ensure	that	high	surge	voltages	are	diverted	away	from	appliances	thereby	protecting	them	from	damage.	A	surge	protector	is	a	small	circuit	breaker	sized	device	that	lives	in	your	switchboard.	Its	job	is	to	take	surges	and	send	them	to	your	earthing	system.	Multiboards	can	also	contain	surge	protection
however	they	will	only	protect	whatever	appliance	is	plugged	into	it.	Surge	protectors	located	in	the	switchboard	will	protect	all	appliances	in	the	home.	Electrician’s	Perspective	A	high	voltage	surge	damaging	a	critical	part	of	the	water	heater	such	as	the	thermostat	is	the	most	likely	reason	why	it	isn’t	working.	Luckily	replacing	a	damaged	element,
thermostat	or	switch	is	possible	without	having	to	replace	the	whole	heater	unit.	A	hot	water	relay	in	the	off	position	is	also	a	possibility.	Waiting	for	the	relay	to	turn	back	on	will	resolve	the	problem.	We	Fix	Faults	is	an	electrician	blog	looking	to	find	and	solve	common	electrical	problems	in	the	home.	If	you	have	any	topics	you’d	like	us	to	cover	send
us	a	message	above.	Power	outages	happen	occasionally	and	are	not	a	significant	cause	for	alarm	because	electrical	systems	have	advanced	considerably.	Many	appliances	and	electrical	circuits	have	fail-safes	to	protect	against	power	surges	and	outages.	Despite	all	the	precautions	you	can	take,	something	can	always	go	wrong.	For	instance,	you
could	find	your	electric	water	heater	not	working	after	an	outage,	even	when	other	things	are	working	just	fine.	So,	why	would	your	electric	water	heater	stop	working	after	a	power	outage?	What	Happens	After	A	Power	Outage?	Your	electric	water	heater	could	stop	working	after	an	outage	because	of	two	main	reasons;	an	interrupted	power	supply
or	a	malfunctioning	system.	Interrupted	Power	Supply	If	the	power	is	back	in	the	house	and	you	still	do	not	have	hot	water,	the	power	supply	to	your	heating	system	is	likely	down.	You	can	use	a	circuit	tester	to	confirm	that	power	is	still	going	into	the	system.	If	there	is	no	power,	one	of	the	following	could	be	the	reason:	Circuit	breakers	are	a	fail-safe
that	protects	the	house	and	appliances	from	the	dangers	of	power	surges,	including	your	water	heater.	When	the	power	went	out,	the	circuit	breaker	that	controls	power	to	the	heater	likely	flipped.	The	power	supply	should	restore	as	soon	as	you	flip	it	back	to	'on.'	Often,	the	circuit	breaker	trips	when	it	senses	an	overload,	so	there	could	be
something	wrong	with	your	wiring	or	appliances	if	it	keeps	tripping.	When	the	power	goes	out,	it	could	cause	overheating	that	may	burn	through	a	wire	disconnecting	the	water	heater’s	supply.	It	is	also	possible	that	while	the	power	went	out,	a	rodent	or	small	animal	chewed	through	the	cables,	interrupting	power.	You	must	call	a	professional	to
reconnect	the	power	and	replace	the	damaged	wires.	Faulty	Switchboard	or	Plug	The	problem	could	also	be	at	the	switchboard	that	powers	the	water	heater,	either	because	of	a	loose	connection	or	improper	earthing.	The	plug	connecting	the	water	heater	to	the	power	supply	could	also	have	a	loose	connection,	which	may	interrupt	the	power.	Both
require	a	professional	to	determine	the	cause	of	the	interruption	and	the	best	way	to	fix	it.	Malfunctioning	System	The	following	are	some	common	malfunction	problems	that	could	develop	after	a	power	outage:	Your	thermostat	could	malfunction,	and	the	power	was	just	an	excuse,	so	you	may	have	to	restart	it.	If	it	does	not	respond	after	restarting	it,
you	may	need	to	call	in	a	professional	to	replace	it.	It	is	also	possible	that	the	heater’s	reset	button	was	tripped	in	the	outage,	possibly	due	to	a	faulty	thermostat	or	loose	wiring.	The	trip	button	is	often	red	and	pops	out	when	it	is	tripped.	All	you	must	do	is	push	it	back	in	to	restore	function.	For	more	on	why	an	electric	hot	water	heater	may	not	be
working	after	a	power	outage,	it	is	recommended	that	you	contact	your	plumber	or	electrician	for	prompt	assistance.	A	power	outage	is	a	nightmare	of	its	own	and	the	last	thing	you	want	after	going	through	such	a	stressful	event	is	to	find	out	that	your	gas	water	heater	had	stopped	working.	A	gas-fired	unit	can	stop	functioning	after	a	power	outage
in	case	the	pilot	light	had	gone	out.	The	majority	of	gas	water	heaters	nowadays	require	electricity	to	operate,	so	you	might	want	to	check	the	circuit	breaker,	the	wiring,	and	the	control	board	as	well.	What	exactly	happens	to	your	gas	unit	will	depend	on	the	type	of	water	heater	that	you	have.	An	old-style	conventional	gas	heater	with	a	tank	usually
has	a	continuous	pilot	light.	If	the	pilot	had	been	lit	before	the	power	outage,	the	chances	are	high	that	the	water	heater	would	continue	to	function.	Even	the	models	that	rely	on	electronic	ignition	might	work	if	everything	is	fine	with	the	gas	supply.	However,	modern	gas	water	heaters	rely	on	electricity	not	only	to	spark	the	pilot	but	also	to	monitor
the	water’s	temperature.	On-demand	units,	for	example,	won’t	be	able	to	function	in	a	power	outage	as	the	control	board	won’t	have	any	power.	Tip:	if	you	have	a	water	heater	with	a	tank	(gas	or	electric),	turn	off	the	power,	water,	and	gas	supply	to	the	unit	–	the	hot	water	might	be	able	to	remain	warm	for	a	few	days,	in	some	cases.	Read:	Gas	Water
Heater	Not	Maintaining	Temperature	Your	gas	unit	might	fail	to	operate	even	after	the	power	is	restored	simply	because	the	pilot	light	had	gone	out.	Depending	on	the	type	of	water	heater	that	you	have,	you	would	have	to	either	manually	relight	the	pilot	or	push	the	reset	button.	Another	thing	that	you	can	do	is	check	for	the	gas	outage	–	the	supply
might	have	been	shut	off	in	your	area.	To	restore	gas	service,	you	would	have	to	contact	the	utility	company.	Once	the	power	is	back	to	your	house,	the	water	heater	might	fail	to	work	due	to	two	main	reasons	–	the	power	supply	to	the	unit	is	still	not	through	or	the	power	outage	caused	a	malfunction	in	the	system.	In	the	first	case,	you	should	check…
The	circuit	breaker	–	when	the	power	had	gone	back	on,	the	breaker	might	have	tripped.The	wires	–	some	wires	might	have	simply	burnt	due	to	overheating.The	control	board	–	there	might	be	a	loose	connection	or	improper	earthing.	In	any	case,	attempt	to	check	the	control	board	only	if	you’re	experienced	with	electronics.	The	plug	–	the
components	might	have	loose	connections	or	be	damaged.The	voltage	–	your	house	might	start	receiving	inadequate	voltage.	If	this	ever	happens	the	safety	features	in	your	electrical	system	will	shut	everything	down.	If	your	water	heater	is	receiving	power,	then	one	of	the	following	reasons	might	be	to	blame:	A	malfunctioning	thermostatBurnt
heating	elementsA	tripped	reset	button	Read:	Why	Is	Gas	Water	Heater	Humming?	The	majority	of	Rheem	water	heaters	are	equipped	with	a	reset	button.	All	you	would	have	to	do	is	turn	the	gas	valve	to	‘off’,	wait	for	a	few	seconds,	and	then	turn	it	back	to	‘on’.	This	should	reset	the	system.	In	any	other	case,	look	for	the	red	reset	button	located	on
the	actual	unit	(right	above	the	thermostat).	In	a	Noritz	water	heater,	the	water	temperature	might	change	after	a	power	outage.	You	would	have	to	reset	the	temperature	and	the	flow	meter	alarm	settings.	Check	the	circuit	breaker	to	make	sure	that	it	hasn’t	tripped.If	the	breaker	has	not	tripped,	then	try	resetting	the	high-temperature	limit	switch.If
none	of	the	above	has	helped,	then	you	might	have	to	replace	the	heating	elements.	Read:	Why	Gas	Water	Heater	Keeps	Cycling	ON	And	OFF?	A	tankless	water	heater	will	not	work	in	case	of	a	power	outage	as	the	unit	relies	on	a	control	panel	that	is	fully	powered	by	electricity.	If	you	want	to	be	able	to	use	your	water	heater	even	in	times	when	the
power	goes	out,	then	you	can	go	for	a	battery	backup.	To	reset	a	tankless	water	heater	after	a	power	outage,	you	can	try	lowering	the	thermostat	down	to	zero	and	then	taking	it	back	to	the	desired	temperature	in	a	few	minutes.		It	is	important	to	determine	where	exactly	the	leak	is	occurring.	If	the	actual	tank	is	leaking,	then	you	would	have	to
replace	the	whole	unit.	But	if	you	can	see	water	dripping	from	one	of	the	valves,	then	tightening	the	component	should	solve	the	problem.	Sometimes	a	water	heater	might	start	to	leak	from	the	valves	after	a	power	outage	because	as	soon	as	the	power	gets	restored	the	pressure	inside	the	unit	quickly	changes.	This	difference	might	make	the	water
leak	for	a	while,	but	it	shouldn’t	last	for	too	long.	Read:	Why	Gas	Water	Heater	Making	A	Humming	Noise	If	your	gas-powered	unit	has	a	reset	button,	all	you	would	have	to	do	is	push	it.	The	button	is	usually	located	just	above	the	thermostat	(in	the	center	of	the	limit	switch).	In	some	cases,	you	would	have	to	reset	the	pilot	light.	This	can	be	done	with
a	match	or	with	an	igniter	switch	(if	your	unit	has	one).	When	it	comes	to	electric	water	heaters,	those	usually	have	a	red	rest	button	on	the	upper	thermostat.	Don’t	forget	to	turn	off	the	water	heater	before	pushing	the	reset	button.	If	you	have	gone	through	a	power	outage	and	you	have	an	on-demand	water	heater,	then	you	wouldn’t	have	to	wait	for
the	hot	water	to	get	restored	at	all.	With	a	gas	unit,	you	should	be	able	to	get	in	the	shower	in	about	30-40	minutes,	while	an	electric	water	heater	might	take	up	to	90	minutes.	A	power	outage	can	trip	the	rest	button.	In	such	a	case,	it’s	a	quick	and	easy	fix.	However,	a	tripping	reset	button	can	sometimes	serve	as	an	indicator	of	more	serious	issues:	A
malfunctioning	thermostatA	worn-out	heating	elementA	broken	reset	buttonPoor	wiringA	breaker	that	had	gone	badA	grounding	issue	The	pilot	light	on	a	gas	water	heater	might	be	able	to	stay	lit.	The	unit	has	a	thermocouple	that	monitors	whether	or	not	the	pilot	is	lit	and	controls	the	flow	of	gas.	The	pilot’s	heat	is	what	makes	the	thermocouple
generate	a	small	electrical	current	to	keep	the	gas	valve	open.	If	the	flame	was	already	lit	before	the	power	outage	happened,	it	might	be	able	to	stay	that	way.	Read:	Why	Gas	Water	Heater	Is	Not	Hot	Enough?	Once	again,	it	depends.	If	you	already	had	the	pilot	light	running	before	the	power	outage,	it	might	be	able	to	‘survive’.	However,	a
malfunction	in	the	thermocouple,	gas	valve,	or	any	other	component	might	make	the	light	go	out,	as	well	as	an	ordinary	draft.	Not	all	gas	water	heaters	will	continue	to	work	in	a	power	outage.	If	your	unit	uses	a	continuous	pilot	light,	then	it	might	be	able	to	operate	without	electricity.	However,	the	majority	of	modern	gas	water	heaters	rely	on
electricity	to	power	the	electric	ignition	control,	the	control	board,	the	thermostat,	and	so	on.	A	typical	water	heater	will	be	using	around	4.000	watts.	If	you	want	your	gas	unit	to	be	able	to	work	on	a	20-amp	OCPD,	you	are	going	to	need	a	25-	or	a	30-amp	circuit.	Unless	the	manufacturer	requires	one,	you	might	not	need	a	dedicated	circuit.	A	gas-
fired	unit	usually	uses	about	12	amps	with	115	volts,	so	the	average	40-gallon	tank	model	would	require	a	30-amp	breaker.	An	electric	water	heater	and	some	gas	units	will	stop	heating	the	water	in	the	event	of	a	power	outage.	The	good	news	is	that	the	water	that	has	already	been	heated	up	will	remain	hot	for	quite	a	while	inside	the	insulated	tank
(up	to	a	couple	of	days,	in	some	cases).	Tankless	water	heaters	won’t	be	able	to	provide	any	hot	water	at	all.	To	reset	your	water	heater	after	a	power	outage,	first,	turn	off	the	thermostat.	Then,	turn	it	back	on	to	restore	power.	Experiencing	a	power	outage	can	disrupt	many	household	functions,	including	your	water	heater.	After	the	power	returns,
your	water	heater	may	need	a	quick	reset	to	function	properly.	Understanding	how	to	reset	it	ensures	you	have	hot	water	when	you	need	it.	This	process	is	straightforward	and	can	usually	be	done	in	minutes.	Knowing	these	steps	is	essential	for	any	homeowner.	A	properly	functioning	water	heater	is	crucial	for	daily	activities,	from	bathing	to
cleaning.	Let’s	explore	the	simple	steps	to	reset	your	water	heater	effectively	after	an	outage,	ensuring	your	comfort	and	convenience	at	home.	After	a	power	outage,	check	your	water	heater	carefully.	Safety	is	the	top	priority.	Make	sure	the	area	is	dry.	Look	for	any	visible	damage	to	the	heater.	Check	for	leaks	or	strange	noises.	Turn	off	the	power
supply	if	anything	looks	wrong.	If	there’s	water	pooling,	shut	off	the	main	valve.	Wait	for	a	professional	if	you	see	serious	issues.	Ensuring	everything	is	in	order	helps	prevent	further	problems.Look	closely	at	the	connections	and	pipes.	Rust	or	corrosion	could	indicate	trouble.	If	the	water	heater	is	older,	it	may	need	a	replacement.	Ensure	that	your
water	heater	is	safe	to	operate.	A	small	inspection	can	save	you	from	bigger	issues	later.	Credit:	www.youtube.com	After	a	power	outage,	check	your	power	supply	first.	Ensure	that	the	electricity	is	back	on.	Look	for	any	flickering	lights	or	other	signs	of	power	restoration.Next,	locate	your	circuit	breaker.	Open	the	panel	and	check	if	any	switches	are
in	the	off	position.	If	you	find	one,	simply	flip	it	back	to	the	on	position.	This	step	often	helps	reset	the	water	heater.If	the	water	heater	does	not	start,	look	for	a	reset	button.	It	is	usually	found	near	the	thermostat.	Pressing	this	button	can	help	restore	normal	operation.	After	a	power	outage,	many	people	face	water	heater	problems.	No	hot	water	is	a
common	issue.	First,	check	the	thermostat	settings.	Make	sure	the	temperature	is	set	correctly.	Reset	the	heater	by	turning	it	off	and	on	again.	Wait	a	few	minutes	to	see	if	it	heats	up.Strange	noises	can	also	occur.	Banging	or	popping	sounds	may	indicate	sediment	buildup.	This	buildup	can	affect	heating	efficiency.	Draining	the	tank	can	help
eliminate	sediment.	Check	for	any	unusual	vibrations	as	well.	These	could	mean	the	heater	needs	maintenance.	Issue	Solution	No	Hot	Water	Check	thermostat	and	reset	the	heater	Strange	Noises	Drain	the	tank	to	remove	sediment	Credit:	www.aztilac.com	Every	water	heater	has	a	reset	button.	This	button	is	a	safety	feature.	It	helps	prevent
overheating.	Finding	the	reset	button	is	easy.	Usually,	it’s	located	on	the	thermostat.	Look	for	a	red	or	yellow	button.Press	the	reset	button	only	when	needed.	A	power	outage	can	cause	the	heater	to	shut	down.	If	hot	water	stops,	check	the	reset	button	first.	Press	it	to	restart	the	system.	Wait	a	few	minutes.	Check	if	the	water	is	heating	again.	Gas
water	heaters	need	special	care	after	a	power	outage.	First,	check	the	gas	supply.	Ensure	the	valve	is	open	and	gas	flows	correctly.	If	the	gas	supply	is	off,	turn	it	back	on	before	proceeding.Next,	locate	the	pilot	light.	It	should	be	at	the	bottom	of	the	water	heater.	If	it	is	out,	follow	these	steps	to	relight	it:	Turn	off	the	gas	control	knob.	Wait	for	five
minutes	to	clear	any	gas.	Turn	the	knob	to	“pilot.”	Press	and	hold	the	igniter	button.	Light	the	pilot	flame	with	a	long	lighter.	Release	the	button	and	check	the	flame.	A	steady	blue	flame	indicates	success.	Always	follow	safety	guidelines	when	working	with	gas	appliances.	Power	outages	can	cause	electric	water	heaters	to	trip.	Follow	these	steps	to
reset	them.Tripped	High-Temperature	Cutoff:	Locate	the	reset	button	on	the	heater.	Press	it	firmly.	This	button	is	usually	red	or	black.Thermostat	Reset:	Check	the	thermostat	settings.	Adjust	the	temperature	to	your	desired	level.	Most	heaters	work	well	at	120°F.After	resetting,	wait	for	the	heater	to	warm	the	water.	This	may	take	some	time.	Ensure
hot	water	is	available	before	use.	Recognizing	serious	problems	in	your	water	heater	is	crucial.	Look	for	signs	like	leaks,	strange	noises,	or	inconsistent	temperatures.	These	issues	may	indicate	a	malfunction.	Ignoring	them	can	lead	to	more	damage.Finding	a	qualified	technician	is	essential	for	repairs.	Check	online	reviews	and	ask	friends	for
recommendations.	Ensure	the	technician	has	proper	certifications	and	experience	with	your	type	of	water	heater.	Always	request	an	estimate	before	starting	any	work.Keep	safety	a	priority.	If	you	notice	burning	smells	or	excessive	heat,	turn	off	the	heater	immediately.	Contact	a	professional	to	assess	the	situation.	Credit:	dengarden.com	Regular
maintenance	is	key	to	keeping	your	water	heater	running	well.	Check	the	temperature	settings	monthly.	The	ideal	setting	is	around	120°F.	Flushing	the	tank	once	a	year	helps	remove	sediment.	This	process	can	improve	efficiency	and	extend	the	heater’s	life.Investing	in	surge	protectors	can	protect	your	heater	from	power	spikes.	They	help	prevent
damage	during	outages.	Choose	a	surge	protector	designed	for	high-voltage	appliances.	This	extra	step	can	save	you	money	on	repairs.Also,	inspect	the	anode	rod	every	few	years.	Replacing	it	can	prevent	rust	and	corrosion.	Regular	inspections	can	help	catch	small	problems	before	they	grow.	Understanding	your	water	heater’s	warranty	is
important.	Each	warranty	has	different	terms.	Some	cover	parts,	while	others	cover	labor.What’s	covered?	Check	your	warranty	document	for	specific	details.	Most	warranties	cover	defects	in	materials	and	workmanship.	Some	may	not	cover	damage	from	power	outages.	Warranty	Type	Coverage	Standard	Warranty	Defects	in	materials	and
workmanship	Extended	Warranty	Longer	coverage	period,	may	include	labor	Limited	Warranty	Specific	parts	only,	excludes	labor	Claiming	your	warranty	requires	following	specific	steps.	First,	gather	all	necessary	documents.	This	includes	your	receipt	and	warranty	information.Contact	customer	service	for	guidance	on	the	claim	process.	Be
prepared	to	explain	your	issue	clearly.	Provide	any	photographic	evidence	if	needed.	Regular	annual	inspections	are	crucial	for	your	water	heater’s	longevity.	They	help	catch	small	issues	before	they	become	big	problems.	A	professional	can	identify	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	This	ensures	your	water	heater	runs	efficiently	and	safely.Sediment	flushes
improve	the	efficiency	of	your	water	heater.	Over	time,	minerals	build	up	and	reduce	heating	efficiency.	Flushing	removes	this	buildup	and	can	extend	the	life	of	your	unit.	This	simple	task	can	save	you	money	on	energy	bills.Taking	care	of	your	water	heater	leads	to	fewer	repairs	and	a	longer	lifespan.	Regular	maintenance	is	essential	for	all
appliances.	It	helps	ensure	you	always	have	hot	water	when	you	need	it.	A	power	outage	can	reset	your	water	heater.	Electric	models	may	need	to	be	manually	restarted.	Gas	models	might	require	a	pilot	light	relight.	Check	your	breaker	box	for	tripped	switches.	Ensure	all	settings	are	correct	after	the	outage	to	restore	hot	water.	A	power	outage
affects	electric	water	heaters,	stopping	them	from	heating	water.	Gas	water	heaters	remain	operational	unless	the	outage	impacts	gas	supply.	Always	check	your	specific	model’s	requirements	for	accurate	information.	A	water	heater	typically	takes	about	30	minutes	to	2	hours	to	reset.	The	exact	time	varies	based	on	the	unit’s	size	and	the	water
temperature.	Always	consult	the	manufacturer’s	guidelines	for	specific	reset	times	and	recommendations.	Regular	maintenance	can	help	ensure	efficient	performance.	To	reset	a	heater	after	a	power	outage,	first,	turn	off	the	thermostat.	Unplug	the	heater	or	switch	off	its	power	supply.	Wait	for	a	few	minutes,	then	restore	power	and	turn	the
thermostat	back	on.	Check	for	any	error	codes	and	ensure	the	heater	is	functioning	properly.	Resetting	your	water	heater	after	a	power	outage	is	essential	for	restoring	hot	water.	Follow	the	outlined	steps	to	ensure	safety	and	efficiency.	Regular	maintenance	can	prevent	future	issues.	A	functional	water	heater	enhances	comfort	in	your	home.	Stay
proactive	and	keep	your	system	in	top	shape	for	consistent	hot	water	availability.	What	to	Do	in	a	Power	Outage	One	minute	you’re	watching	TV	with	the	lights	on	and	the	fan	running,	the	next	minute	you’re	sitting	silently	in	the	dark.	Power	failures	can	strike	suddenly	without	a	care	for	your	plans	or	activities.	Some	outages	are	brownouts,	in	which
you	experience	a	temporary	interruption	in	voltage	(i.e.	the	lights	dim).	Blackouts	are	complete	absences	of	power	that	could	last	a	day	or	more	in	the	worst	circumstances.	Knowing	what	to	do	when	the	power	goes	out	can	minimize	the	uncertainty	and	disruption	to	your	life.	It	all	starts	with	planning	ahead.	Browse	Emergency	Generators	How	to
Prepare	For	a	Power	Outage	There	are	some	instances	when	power	outages	are	planned.	Brownouts	and	rolling	blackouts	are	often	deliberately	implemented	by	power	companies	to	cope	with	peak	power	demands	and/or	to	prevent	a	worse	blackout.	Your	utility	company	should	alert	you	to	planned	outages.	For	example,	California	utilities	sometimes
implement	rolling	blackouts	to	protect	the	grid	and	surroundings	from	raging	wildfires.	Other	causes	of	power	outages	include:	Hurricanes	Lightning	strikes	Downed	lines	An	overloaded	grid	Transformer	explosion	Solar	flares	Updates	and	repairs	to	infrastructure	More	than	likely,	a	power	outage	will	strike	without	warning	due	to	inclement	weather.
At	that	point,	you’re	scrambling	to	figure	out	what	to	do	when	you	could	have	had	a	plan	in	place	all	along.	Stock	Up	on	Essentials	During	an	extended	power	outage,	it	might	be	difficult	to	buy	food,	water,	and	other	supplies.	Not	only	will	demand	be	extremely	high,	but	store	computer	systems	could	malfunction	and	interrupt	the	purchasing	process.
Have	a	gallon	of	water	per	person	per	day	and	nonperishable	food	stocked	up	ahead	of	time.	We	also	recommend	keeping	these	25	items	in	your	home	during	an	emergency.	Just	knowing	you	have	what	you	need	to	survive	will	reduce	the	stress	and	anxiety	caused	by	a	power	outage.	Get	Backup	Power	A	backup	electric	generator	is	one	of	the	most
important	things	you	need	during	a	power	outage.	It	will	make	it	seem	like	you	don’t	have	a	power	outage	at	all,	depending	on	what	type	you	get.	Whole	house	and	standby	generators	will	turn	on	automatically	when	they	detect	a	blackout.	If	properly	sized,	they	can	power	most,	if	not	all,	equipment	in	your	home	during	an	outage.	Once	utility	power
comes	back	on,	they	automatically	switch	off.	Standbys	are	large,	hardwired	generators	that	cannot	be	installed	overnight,	so	planning	is	necessary.	Typically,	your	local	municipality	must	approve	the	installation	before	you	can	get	a	professional	contractor	to	your	home.	Portable	emergency	generators	are	smaller,	less	expensive	options	to	keep
critical	appliances	powered	during	an	outage.	Always	run	them	outside	because	they	release	carbon	monoxide.	Also,	never	backfeed	or	connect	your	generator	directly	to	your	home’s	electrical	system.	Instead,	connect	appliances	directly	to	the	generator	by	running	cords	outside	or	via	a	manual	transfer	switch.	Stay	Informed	Follow	the	news	for
weather	threats	and	be	aware	of	any	planned	power	outages	from	your	utility.	Lightning,	ice,	and	strong	winds	can	all	cause	blackouts	either	directly	or	indirectly,	so	if	these	conditions	are	expected,	be	ready	for	the	lights	to	go	out.	What	to	Do	During	the	Outage	As	soon	as	the	lights	go	out,	there	are	a	few	steps	you	should	take.	Find	out	what’s
going	on.	Is	the	power	outage	affecting	your	neighbors,	your	neighborhood,	or	just	you?	Figuring	out	how	widespread	it	is	can	help	you	appraise	the	severity.	You	should	also	report	the	outage	to	your	power	company	to	make	sure	they're	aware.	Turn	the	battery-powered	radio	on	that	you	have	in	your	emergency	kit,	or	track	severe	weather	on	social
media.	Both	can	help	you	figure	out	what	is	happening	and	when	you	can	expect	the	lights	back	on.	Unplug	your	appliances.	When	the	power	comes	back	on,	the	initial	surge	can	damage	your	appliances,	especially	if	they’re	not	plugged	into	a	surge	protector.	Electronics,	such	as	TVs	and	computers,	are	particularly	sensitive.	To	prevent	damage,
unplug	everything	as	soon	as	the	power	goes	out.	Check	your	water.	When	the	power	goes	out,	water	treatment	centers	might	not	be	able	to	effectively	purify	your	water.	Contact	them	to	find	out,	or	keep	your	ears	open	for	any	boil	alerts.	If	you	have	water	stocked	up,	though,	you	shouldn’t	have	a	problem.	Conserve	your	phone’s	battery.	Your	phone
is	your	lifeline	to	the	outside	world.	A	power	outage	is	not	the	time	to	waste	battery	life	playing	games	like	Candy	Crush	Saga	or	browsing	the	web.	Unless	you	have	a	battery	charger	on	hand,	don’t	use	your	phone	carelessly.	Stay	Warm	(Or	cool).	A	power	outage	will	most	likely	interrupt	your	home’s	heating	and	cooling	if	you	don’t	have	a	backup
generator.	If	it’s	cold,	dress	in	layers	and	use	extra	blankets.	If	it’s	dangerously	hot,	either	run	a	battery-powered	fan	or	drive	somewhere	cool,	like	a	library.	Many	homeowners	have	questions	when	a	power	outage	hits.	Appliances	we	take	for	granted	every	day	suddenly	don’t	work.	Here	are	some	frequently	asked	questions	and	recommendations.
Does	Hot	Water	Work	When	Power	is	Out?	Most	modern	water	heaters	rely	on	some	degree	of	electrical	power	and	will	not	work	during	a	power	outage.	If	it’s	an	electric	tank	or	tankless	model,	then	you’re	out	of	luck.	If	you	have	a	gas	tank	or	tankless	water	heater,	it	will	still	need	main	power	to	switch	the	pilot	light	on	and	heat	the	water.	Only	a
few,	mostly	older	gas	tank	water	heaters	will	continue	to	work.	If	you	need	to	shower	during	an	outage,	do	so	early	on	while	the	water	in	the	tank	is	still	hot.	Once	that	water	cools,	that’s	it.	Will	My	Gas	Stove	Work	During	a	Power	Outage?	Gas	burners	on	modern	stoves	are	controlled	electronically	and	will	not	work	during	an	outage.	Similarly,	your
oven	relies	on	an	igniter	and	won’t	turn	on.	You	can	still	get	a	burner	to	work,	however,	by	putting	a	match	to	it	and	turning	the	gas	knob	to	the	low	position.	The	match	will	ignite	the	flame.	Just	be	very	careful	doing	this.	How	Long	Can	Food	Last	in	the	Fridge	Without	Power?	According	to	the	U.S.	Department	of	Agriculture,	a	full	freezer	will	stay
safely	cold	for	48	hours	during	a	power	outage,	while	a	half-full	freezer	will	last	24	hours.	In	the	refrigerator,	food	will	remain	safe	for	four	hours	during	a	blackout.	When	the	power	goes	out,	don’t	open	the	fridge	or	freezer	unless	you	really	must.	If	you	anticipate	a	prolonged	outage,	start	eating	the	perishable	foods	in	your	fridge	first	so	they	don’t
go	to	waste.	Take	out	multiple	items	at	once	so	you	don’t	have	to	open	and	close	the	door	repeatedly.	Who	Do	You	Call	During	a	Power	Outage?	Knowing	who	to	call	when	power	is	out	is	extremely	important.	Do	Not	call	911	just	to	report	a	power	outage	unless	you	or	someone	in	your	home	is	hurt	or	in	danger.	It’s	irresponsible	to	divert	valuable	911
resources	from	the	people	who	need	them	most.	Instead,	call	your	local	non-emergency	number	or	your	power	company	to	report	an	outage.	These	resources	can	also	help	you	keep	track	of	the	outage	and	offer	estimates	for	how	long	it	will	last.	Remember	to	stay	calm.	Most	power	outages	will	be	minor	inconveniences	instead	of	life-threatening
situations.	How	Do	I	Start	My	Generator?	If	you	prepared	for	an	outage	by	buying	a	portable	backup	generator,	congratulations!	Your	life	will	be	much	easier	during	the	outage.	There	are	several	steps	and	safety	considerations	to	take	before	starting	your	generator,	however.	Read	our	generator	quick	start	guide	for	all	the	details.	After	the	Outage
When	the	lights	come	back	on,	there	are	a	few	commonsense	steps	to	take.	Check	for	Flooding	If	your	power	outage	accompanied	a	severe	storm,	you	should	check	for	basement	flooding,	especially	if	you	didn’t	have	backup	power	and	your	sump	pump	went	out.	Check	out	our	Ultimate	Flooding	Guide	for	help	dealing	with	a	flood.	Turn	on	Appliances
With	the	power	back	on,	you	can	start	plugging	in	and	turning	on	essential	appliances	again.	Do	so	gradually	to	allow	the	system	to	stabilize.	Then	you	can	turn	on	your	secondary	electronics.	Clean	Out	Your	Refrigerator	If	the	power	outage	lasted	more	than	four	hours,	the	perishable	food	in	your	fridge	is	no	longer	safe	to	eat,	and	you	will	have	to
throw	it	away	before	you	forget.	Remember,	your	freezer	food	should	still	be	fine,	unless	the	outage	lasted	for	a	day	or	more.	Get	Ready	for	the	Next	Outage	If	you	went	through	the	supplies	in	your	home	emergency	kit,	remember	to	restock	for	the	next	power	outage.	At	this	point,	if	you	didn’t	have	a	backup	generator,	you	might	appreciate	its	value
even	more.	And	don’t	forget	to	reset	your	electric	clocks	because	they	stopped	at	the	time	of	the	outage!	Your	power	will	turn	back	on	eventually,	and	you'll	be	ok.	Knowing	what	to	do	in	between	will	reduce	interruptions	and	unnecessary	stress.		Next:	Create	an	Emergency	Plan	Hurricane	Preparation	NavigationMain	|	Hurricane	Supplies	|	Hurricane
Shipping	|	Hurricane	Generator	Guide	|	Flood	Protection	|	Dealing	With	Power	Outages	|	Most	Destructive	Hurricanes	|	Hurricane	Forecasts	Was	this	article	helpful?	Yes	No	If	your	water	heater	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	check	the	circuit	breaker	and	reset	it	if	necessary.	If	the	problem	persists,	inspect	the	thermostat	and	pilot	light	for
issues.	Power	outages	can	disrupt	many	household	systems,	including	water	heaters.	When	electricity	returns,	appliances	may	not	automatically	reset.	This	can	leave	you	without	hot	water	just	when	you	need	it.	Understanding	the	reasons	behind	this	issue	helps	you	troubleshoot	effectively.	Common	culprits	include	tripped	circuit	breakers,	faulty
thermostats,	or	pilot	light	problems	in	gas	heaters.	Regular	maintenance	can	prevent	these	issues	and	ensure	your	water	heater	operates	smoothly.	Knowing	how	to	address	these	problems	empowers	you	to	restore	hot	water	quickly	and	efficiently.	Credit:	www.youtube.com	Tripped	circuit	breakers	are	a	common	issue	after	a	power	outage.	They	can
cut	off	electricity	to	your	water	heater.	Simply	check	your	circuit	panel.	Reset	any	breakers	that	may	have	tripped.	This	can	restore	power	quickly.	Faulty	heating	elements	may	also	cause	problems.	After	a	power	outage,	they	might	not	work	properly.	Signs	of	a	faulty	element	include	no	hot	water	or	strange	noises.	Inspect	the	elements	for	any	visible
damage.	Replacing	them	can	often	solve	the	issue.	Safety	is	important	before	starting	any	troubleshooting.	Always	disconnect	the	power	to	the	water	heater.	This	prevents	any	electrical	shock	or	further	damage.	Next,	do	a	visual	inspection	of	the	water	heater.	Look	for	any	signs	of	physical	damage	like	cracks	or	leaks.	Check	for	burnt	wires	or	loose
connections.	These	issues	can	affect	the	heater’s	performance.	If	everything	looks	fine,	reconnect	the	power.	Wait	for	a	few	minutes	and	see	if	the	heater	starts	working	again.	If	not,	further	troubleshooting	may	be	necessary.	To	reset	your	water	heater,	start	by	locating	the	reset	button.	This	button	is	often	on	the	unit’s	thermostat.	It	may	be	red	or
yellow	in	color.	Look	for	it	near	the	power	supply.	Follow	these	steps	to	properly	reset	your	water	heater:	Turn	off	the	power	to	the	water	heater.	Find	the	reset	button	on	the	thermostat.	Press	the	button	firmly	until	it	clicks.	Turn	the	power	back	on.	Check	if	the	water	heater	is	working	again.	Start	by	inspecting	the	thermostat.	Make	sure	it	is	set	to
the	right	temperature.	A	setting	below	120°F	can	cause	issues.	Check	for	any	visible	damage	or	loose	wires.	Next,	test	the	heating	elements.	Turn	off	the	power	to	avoid	shocks.	Use	a	multimeter	to	check	for	continuity.	If	the	heating	elements	do	not	have	continuity,	they	may	need	replacement.	Also,	check	the	circuit	breaker.	A	tripped	breaker	can
stop	the	heater	from	working.	Reset	the	breaker	and	see	if	it	solves	the	issue.	Finally,	ensure	the	power	supply	is	stable.	Any	fluctuations	can	affect	the	heater’s	performance.	If	problems	persist,	consider	calling	a	professional	for	help.	After	a	power	outage,	a	gas	water	heater	may	need	some	checks.	The	pilot	light	might	go	out	during	the	outage.
Relighting	it	is	simple.	Follow	these	steps:	Turn	off	the	gas	supply.	Wait	for	five	minutes	to	clear	gas.	Locate	the	pilot	light	access	door.	Use	a	long	lighter	to	ignite	the	pilot.	Once	lit,	hold	the	button	for	30	seconds.	Check	the	gas	supply	line	to	ensure	it	is	working.	Look	for	any	leaks	or	damages.	Make	sure	all	valves	are	open.	If	issues	arise,	contact	a
professional.	Credit:	www.aztilac.com	Check	the	thermostat	first.	A	faulty	thermostat	can	stop	your	water	heater	from	working.	If	it’s	broken,	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Make	sure	the	new	thermostat	matches	your	heater	model.	Next,	examine	the	heating	element.	A	burnt-out	heating	element	will	also	cause	issues.	To	check	it,	turn	off	the	power	and
remove	the	element.	Use	a	multimeter	to	test	for	continuity.	If	it	shows	no	continuity,	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	ComponentActionThermostatReplace	if	faultyHeating	ElementTest	and	replace	if	burnt-out	Complex	electrical	issues	can	arise	after	a	power	outage.	Signs	like	strange	noises	or	flickering	lights	indicate	trouble.	These	problems	may	need	a
trained	professional	to	fix.	Do	not	attempt	to	repair	complex	wiring	or	components	yourself.	Warranty	and	insurance	considerations	are	important.	Check	if	your	water	heater	is	under	warranty.	Contact	the	manufacturer	for	guidance	on	repairs.	Insurance	may	cover	damages	from	power	outages.	Review	your	policy	to	understand	what	is	included.
Credit:	www.emergencyplumbersca.com	Regular	maintenance	helps	keep	your	water	heater	in	good	shape.	Check	the	temperature	settings	every	few	months.	Ensure	that	the	pressure	relief	valve	works	correctly.	Flushing	the	tank	yearly	removes	sediment	build-up.	This	process	improves	efficiency	and	extends	the	heater’s	lifespan.	Investing	in	surge
protectors	is	crucial.	They	prevent	damage	from	power	surges	during	outages.	Choose	a	surge	protector	rated	for	high	voltage.	Connect	your	water	heater	to	this	device	for	added	safety.	Regularly	inspect	the	surge	protector	for	any	signs	of	wear.	To	restart	your	water	heater	after	a	power	outage,	first	check	the	power	supply.	Turn	off	the	thermostat
and	wait	a	few	minutes.	Then,	turn	it	back	on.	For	gas	heaters,	ensure	the	pilot	light	is	lit.	Wait	for	the	heater	to	fully	heat	the	water	before	use.	Your	hot	water	heater	may	not	be	working	after	an	outage	due	to	a	tripped	circuit	breaker	or	a	blown	fuse.	Sediment	buildup	can	also	affect	performance.	Check	the	thermostat	settings	and	ensure	the	pilot
light	is	lit	for	gas	models.	Regular	maintenance	helps	prevent	future	issues.	A	power	outage	affects	electric	water	heaters,	preventing	them	from	heating	water.	Gas	water	heaters	may	still	function,	but	electronic	ignition	models	won’t	work	without	power.	Always	check	your	water	heater	type	to	understand	its	operation	during	an	outage.	To	reset	a
heater	after	a	power	outage,	first	turn	off	the	heater	and	unplug	it.	Wait	a	few	minutes,	then	plug	it	back	in.	Turn	on	the	heater	and	adjust	the	thermostat.	Check	for	any	tripped	circuit	breakers	and	reset	them	if	necessary.	Ensure	proper	functioning	before	use.	A	power	outage	can	disrupt	your	water	heater’s	functionality.	Troubleshooting	steps	can
help	restore	hot	water.	Always	check	the	power	supply	and	reset	the	unit	if	needed.	If	issues	persist,	consulting	a	professional	is	wise.	Ensuring	your	water	heater	is	in	good	condition	keeps	your	home	comfortable	during	unexpected	outages.	Join	Date:	Nov	2018	Posts:	1	Upvotes:	0	Received	0	Upvotes	on	0	Posts	Water	heater	not	working	after	power
outage	I	have	a	Energyguide	GE	520	water	heater	and	it	stopped	working	after	a	power	outage	this	morning.	The	breakers	were	not	tripped,	I	did	reset	the	breaker	anyway.	I	opened	the	top	door	and	pushed	the	red	reset	button	but	nothing	happened.	Still	no	hot	water.	I	don’t	hear	it	making	any	noises	either	as	if	it	was	heating	the	water.	Any	help?
Welcome	to	the	forums.	Only	one	thread	allowed	on	a	topic	and	this	is	yours.	In	the	other	thread	you	posted	GE	550.	What	is	the	full	model	number	of	the	water	heater	?	It	will	be	on	an	ID	tag	on	the	unit.	Going	to	need	a	real	volt/ohm	meter	to	do	any	real	testing.	Join	Date:	Jan	2004	Location:	San	Francisco	Posts:	967	Upvotes:	0	Received	1	Upvote	on
1	Post	Join	Date:	Mar	2010	Location:	USA	Posts:	4,766	Upvotes:	0	Received	319	Upvotes	on	293	Posts	Your	power	might	not	have	been	completely	restored.	Do	you	have	other	appliances	such	as	an	electric	stove	that	needs	240	volts	and	do	they	work	okay?	Testing	for	lack	of	one	of	the	two	legs	that	give	240	volts	is	a	more-than-one-step	process	if
you	do	not	have	a	meter,	or	a	tester	that	verifies	200	to	250	volts	with	no	ambiguity	with	100	to	130	volts	or	with	130-200	volts.	For	example	looking	at	the	clock	on	your	stove	does	not	prove	you	have	both	legs	for	240	volts.	You	would	turn	off	the	breakers	for	all	240	volt	appliances	(including	the	water	heater)	and	then	see	if	many	of	the	wall
receptacles	do	not	work.	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the
effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Have	you	ever	jumped	in	the	shower	only	to	be	greeted	by	a	blast	of	icy	water?	If	your	electric	hot	water	heater	stopped
working	after	a	power	outage,	you’re	not	alone.	Many	people	face	this	frustrating	issue,	especially	after	storms	or	unexpected	outages.This	article	will	guide	you	through	the	steps	to	troubleshoot	and	fix	your	hot	water	heater.	You’ll	learn	how	to	identify	common	problems	and	what	you	can	do	to	get	your	hot	water	flowing	again.	With	a	little	know-
how,	you	can	tackle	this	issue	and	restore	comfort	to	your	home	in	no	time.	Understand	Common	Causes:	Power	surges,	tripped	circuit	breakers,	and	faulty	components	are	frequent	reasons	for	electric	hot	water	heater	failures	after	power	outages.	Conduct	Thorough	Troubleshooting:	Check	the	power	supply,	inspect	the	thermostat	settings,	and
examine	wiring	connections	to	identify	the	root	cause	of	the	issue.	Implement	Preventative	Measures:	Installing	surge	protectors	and	scheduling	regular	maintenance	tasks	like	flushing	the	tank	and	checking	the	anode	rod	can	enhance	the	longevity	and	reliability	of	your	hot	water	heater.	Recognize	Signs	for	Professional	Help:	Persistent	issues	such
as	tripped	breakers,	unusual	noises,	water	leakage,	and	burning	smells	may	indicate	serious	problems	that	require	expert	attention.	Choose	the	Right	Repair	Service:	Look	for	qualified,	experienced	technicians	with	positive	reviews,	proper	credentials,	and	insurance	to	ensure	safe	and	effective	repairs.Dealing	with	an	electric	hot	water	heater	that
won’t	work	after	a	power	outage	can	be	frustrating.	Understanding	the	common	causes	helps	you	troubleshoot	effectively.	KitchenAid	KSMC895CU	8-Quart	Commercial	Countertop	Mixer	with	Bowl	Guard,	10-Speed,	Gear-Driven,	Contour	Silver	Cordless	Vacuum	Cleaner,	550W	45Kpa	Vacuum	Cleaners	for	Home,	Stick	Vacuum	with	Self-Standing,
Max	60	Mins,	Touch	Screen,	Vacuum	Cleaner	with	Charging	Station	for	Hard	Floor	Carpet	Car	Pet	Instant	Pot	Duo	7-in-1	Electric	Pressure	Cooker,	Slow	Cooker,	Rice	Cooker,	Steamer,	Sauté,	Yogurt	Maker,	Warmer	&	Sterilizer,	Includes	App	With	Over	800	Recipes,	Stainless	Steel,	6	Quart	Ninja	Air	Fryer,	Roast,	Bake,	Air	Fry,	Roast,	Broil,	Reheats,
&	Dehydrates,	4-in-1,	Fries,	Frozen	Food,	Veggies,	and	Juicy	Meat,	Less	Oil,	Easy	Meals,	Healthy	Meals,	Compact,	4	QT,	Grey,	AF101	Affresh	Washing	Machine	Cleaner,	Cleans	Front	Load	and	Top	Load	Washers,	Including	HE,	6	Tablets	Power	surges	can	damage	electrical	components	in	your	hot	water	heater.	When	the	power	returns	quickly	after
an	outage,	it	may	send	a	spike	through	the	system.	This	spike	can	burn	out	elements	or	damage	the	thermostat.	If	you	notice	strange	noises	or	no	hot	water,	a	power	surge	might	be	the	culprit.Sometimes,	a	tripped	circuit	breaker	prevents	your	hot	water	heater	from	working.	After	a	power	outage,	check	your	home’s	electrical	panel.	If	the	circuit
breaker	for	the	heater	is	off,	flip	it	back	on.	Ensure	the	switch	is	secure.	If	it	trips	again,	it	indicates	an	underlying	issue	needing	further	investigation,	such	as	short	circuits	or	faulty	wiring.If	your	electric	hot	water	heater	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	follow	these	troubleshooting	steps	to	diagnose	and	resolve	the	issue.Inspect	the	Circuit
Breaker:	Check	your	circuit	breaker	box.	Look	for	any	tripped	breakers.	Reset	it	by	flipping	the	switch	off,	then	back	on.Look	for	Power	Outages:	Confirm	whether	your	area	is	experiencing	a	power	outage.	Contact	your	utility	company	for	updates.Verify	Power	Supply:	Test	other	appliances	to	ensure	that	power	is	reaching	your	outlet.	If	they’re	not
working,	investigate	further	into	your	home’s	electrical	supply.Adjust	the	Thermostat	Settings:	Ensure	the	thermostat	is	set	at	the	correct	temperature,	typically	between	120°F	and	140°F	(49°C	to	60°C).Check	for	Faulty	Thermostat:	If	adjusting	doesn’t	produce	results,	you	may	need	to	test	the	thermostat	with	a	multimeter.	A	reading	outside	the
expected	range	indicates	a	need	for	replacement.Examine	Compatibility:	Ensure	that	the	thermostat	is	compatible	with	your	heater.	You	can	consult	your	heater’s	manual	for	specifics.Inspect	Wiring	Connections:	Check	all	accessible	wiring.	Look	for	loose,	damaged,	or	burnt	wires.	Ensure	everything	is	securely	connected.Look	for	Signs	of	Damage:
Pay	attention	to	char	marks	or	smells	of	burnt	wiring.	These	signs	often	indicate	deeper	issues	that	may	require	professional	assistance.Test	the	Heating	Elements:	Use	a	multimeter	to	check	the	continuity	of	heating	elements.	If	there’s	no	reading,	replacing	the	element	may	be	necessary.By	following	these	troubleshooting	steps,	you	can	identify	and
address	the	issues	affecting	your	electric	hot	water	heater	after	a	power	outage.Taking	preventative	steps	can	help	minimize	the	risk	of	your	electric	hot	water	heater	failing	after	a	power	outage.	Focus	on	installing	protective	devices	and	regularly	maintaining	your	equipment.	roborock	Q5	Pro+	Robot	Vacuum	and	Mop,	Self-Emptying,	5500	Pa	Max
Suction,	DuoRoller	Brush,	Hands-Free	Cleaning	for	up	to	7	Weeks,	Precise	Navigation,	Perfect	for	Hard	Floors,	Carpets,	and	Pet	Hair	Vitamix	Explorian	Blender,	Professional-Grade,	64	oz.	Low-Profile	Container,	Black	-	65542	(Renewed	Premium)	Keurig	K-Elite	Single	Serve	K-Cup	Pod	Coffee	Maker,	with	Strength	and	Temperature	Control,	Iced
Coffee	Capability,	8	to	12oz	Brew	Size,	Programmable,	Brushed	Slate	Shark	Upright	Vacuum,	Navigator	Lift-Away	Deluxe	with	Large	Dust	Cup	Capacity,	HEPA	Filter,	Swivel	Steering,	Upholstery	Tool	&	Crevice	Tool,	Blue,	NV360	Waterdrop	DA29-00020B	NSF	53&42	Certified	Refrigerator	Water	Filter,	Replacement	for	Samsung	HAF-CIN/EXP,	DA29-
00020A/B,	DA29-00020B-1,	RF263BEAESR,	RF28HMEDBSR,	3	Filters	(Package	May	Vary)	Installing	surge	protectors	adds	a	crucial	layer	of	defense	against	power	surges.	These	devices	can	help	safeguard	your	hot	water	heater’s	components.	Choose	a	whole-house	surge	protector	for	maximum	coverage.	This	setup	protects	multiple	appliances
simultaneously.Additionally,	consider	using	plug-in	surge	protectors	for	appliances	connected	directly	to	outlets.	Ensure	the	surge	protectors	have	a	sufficient	joule	rating,	which	indicates	their	capacity	to	absorb	energy.	Higher	ratings	offer	better	protection,	especially	in	areas	prone	to	storms.Regular	maintenance	extends	the	lifespan	of	your
electric	hot	water	heater	and	prevents	issues.	Follow	these	tips	for	effective	upkeep:Check	the	Anode	Rod:	Inspect	the	anode	rod	every	few	years.	A	degraded	rod	can	lead	to	corrosion.	Replace	it	if	it’s	less	than	half	an	inch	thick.Flush	the	Tank:	Drain	and	flush	your	tank	annually	to	remove	sediment	buildup.	This	process	improves	efficiency	and
prevents	clogs.Test	the	Pressure	Relief	Valve:	Perform	a	safety	test	on	the	pressure	relief	valve	annually.	Lift	the	lever	briefly	and	let	it	snap	back.	If	water	leaks,	replace	the	valve.By	following	these	regular	maintenance	tasks,	you	enhance	the	reliability	of	your	system	and	reduce	the	likelihood	of	problems	occurring	after	a	power	outage.Sometimes,
despite	your	best	efforts,	your	electric	hot	water	heater	may	not	respond	after	a	power	outage.	Knowing	when	to	call	a	professional	is	crucial	for	ensuring	safety	and	proper	repairs.	GE	Profile	Opal	2.0	XL	with	1	Gallon	Tank,	Chewable	Crunchable	Countertop	Nugget	Ice	Maker,	Scoop	included,	38	lbs	in	24	hours,	Pellet	Ice	Machine	with	WiFi	&	Smart
Connected,	Stainless	Steel	LEVOIT	Air	Purifier	for	Home	Allergies	Pets	Hair	in	Bedroom,	Covers	Up	to	1095	ft²	by	56W	High	Torque	Motor,	3-in-1	Filter	with	HEPA	Sleep	Mode,	Remove	Dust	Smoke	Pollutants	Odor,	Core300-P,	White	GHome	Smart	Mini	Plug	Compatible	with	Alexa	and	Google	Home,	WiFi	Smart	Outlet	Socket	Remote	Control	with
Timer	Function,	Only	Supports	2.4GHz	Network,	No	Hub	Required,	ETL	FCC	Listed	(4	Pack),	White	Glisten	Dishwasher	Cleaner,	Removes	Limescale,	Rust,	Buildup,	and	Grease,	Lemon	Scent,	12	Ounce	Bottle,	3-Pack	Heavy	Duty	Furniture	Lifter	4	Appliance	Roller	Sliders	with	660	lbs	Load	Capacity	Wheels	+	Adjustable	Height	Lifting	Tool	Lever
Suitable	for	Safe	and	Easy	Moving	of	Couches	Sofas	Refrigerators	+	More	Look	for	specific	signs	that	your	hot	water	heater	needs	professional	help:Persistent	Tripped	Breakers:	If	the	circuit	breaker	keeps	tripping,	it	indicates	a	deeper	issue	in	the	electrical	system.	This	situation	often	requires	a	licensed	electrician	to	inspect	wiring	and



components.Unusual	Noises:	Any	loud	noises,	like	banging	or	hissing	from	the	heater,	suggest	internal	problems.	These	sounds	may	point	to	sediment	buildup	or	failing	elements,	requiring	expert	evaluation.Water	Leakage:	If	you	notice	leaks	around	the	unit,	it	could	signify	a	damaged	tank	or	faulty	connections.	Prompt	professional	attention	prevents
further	water	damage.Lack	of	Hot	Water:	If	the	heater	doesn’t	produce	hot	water	after	troubleshooting	steps,	it	might	indicate	significant	problems	with	the	heating	elements	or	thermostat.Burning	Smell:	A	burning	odor	can	stem	from	electrical	components	overheating.	This	situation	necessitates	immediate	action	and	a	professional	inspection.Select
a	reliable	repair	service	to	address	your	hot	water	heater	issues:Check	Credentials:	Ensure	the	technician	holds	the	necessary	licenses	and	certifications	to	perform	repairs.	Licensed	professionals	are	familiar	with	local	codes	and	standards.Read	Reviews:	Investigate	customer	reviews	for	insights	into	the	service	quality	and	reliability.	Look	for
companies	with	positive	feedback	regarding	promptness	and	effectiveness.Get	Quotes:	Obtain	estimates	from	multiple	services	before	deciding.	Compare	pricing,	warranties,	and	included	services	to	make	an	informed	choice.Ask	About	Experience:	Inquire	about	the	technician’s	experience	with	electric	hot	water	heaters.	Specific	expertise	can	lead	to
quicker,	more	accurate	diagnoses	and	repairs.Verify	Insurance:	Confirm	that	the	repair	service	has	liability	insurance.	This	coverage	protects	you	in	case	of	accidental	damage	during	repairs.Taking	these	steps	ensures	you	can	find	a	trustworthy	professional	to	restore	your	electric	hot	water	heater	efficiently	and	safely.Getting	your	electric	hot	water
heater	back	up	and	running	after	a	power	outage	can	feel	daunting	but	you’ve	got	the	tools	to	tackle	it.	By	following	the	troubleshooting	steps	and	preventive	measures	outlined,	you	can	regain	hot	water	and	comfort	in	your	home.Remember	to	keep	an	eye	on	your	system’s	health	with	regular	maintenance	and	consider	surge	protectors	to	avoid
future	issues.	If	you	ever	find	yourself	stuck	with	persistent	problems	don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	a	professional.	You	deserve	a	reliable	hot	water	supply	and	with	a	little	effort	you	can	ensure	it	stays	that	way.After	a	power	outage,	your	electric	hot	water	heater	may	stop	working	due	to	damaged	electrical	components	from	power	surges	or	a	tripped
circuit	breaker.	Check	the	breaker	first,	as	it	might	need	to	be	reset.	If	the	breaker	trips	again,	there	may	be	a	deeper	issue	requiring	further	investigation.To	troubleshoot	your	heater,	start	by	checking	the	power	supply	and	circuit	breaker.	Inspect	the	thermostat	settings	and	wiring	connections	for	damage.	Test	the	heating	elements	for	continuity.
These	steps	will	help	you	identify	the	issue	and	determine	if	it	can	be	fixed	without	professional	help.Call	a	professional	if	you	experience	persistent	tripped	breakers,	unusual	noises,	water	leakage,	or	if	there’s	a	lack	of	hot	water.	Burning	smells	also	indicate	serious	problems	that	need	immediate	attention.	A	qualified	technician	can	diagnose	and	fix
complex	issues	safely.To	prevent	future	issues,	consider	installing	surge	protectors	to	safeguard	against	power	surges.	Perform	regular	maintenance,	such	as	inspecting	the	anode	rod,	flushing	the	tank	annually,	and	testing	the	pressure	relief	valve.	These	practices	enhance	reliability	and	reduce	the	likelihood	of	malfunction	after	outages.When
looking	for	a	repair	service,	check	credentials,	read	customer	reviews,	and	obtain	quotes	from	multiple	providers.	Inquire	about	their	experience	specifically	with	hot	water	heaters	and	verify	that	they	are	insured.	This	ensures	you	select	a	trustworthy	expert	for	your	repairs.Hey,	I’m	Jake.	I	focus	on	cooling	systems	at	Appliance	Mastery,	like	fridges,
freezers,	and	air	conditioners.I’ve	worked	in	appliance	repair	for	more	than	ten	years	and	I’m	certified	through	NASTeC.	I’ve	seen	just	about	every	fridge	issue	you	can	imagine.My	goal	is	to	help	you	fix	problems	without	stress.	Whether	it’s	a	freezer	that	won’t	cool	or	an	AC	that	keeps	beeping,	I’m	here	to	walk	you	through	it.	If	your	electric	water
heater	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	check	before	calling	a	professional.	First,	make	sure	that	the	power	outage	didn’t	trip	the	circuit	breaker.	If	it	did,	simply	reset	it	and	see	if	the	water	heater	starts	working.	If	the	circuit	breaker	trips	again,	there	may	be	a	problem	with	the	water	heater	itself.	Next,	check	the
thermostat	to	see	if	it’s	set	to	the	correct	temperature.	If	it’s	not,	adjust	it	and	see	if	the	water	heater	starts	working.	If	the	thermostat	is	set	correctly	and	the	water	heater	still	isn’t	working,	there	may	be	a	problem	with	the	heating	element.	This	is	a	more	serious	issue	and	will	likely	require	a	professional	to	fix.	If	you’ve	checked	the	circuit	breaker,
thermostat,	and	heating	element	and	the	water	heater	still	isn’t	working,	it’s	time	to	call	a	professional.	They’ll	be	able	to	diagnose	the	problem	and	get	your	water	heater	up	and	running	again	in	no	time.	What	Are	Some	Reasons	Why	An	Electric	Water	Heater	Might	Not	Work	After	A	Power	Outage?	An	electric	water	heater	requires	a	constant	flow	of
electricity	to	maintain	water	temperature.	If	there	is	an	interruption	in	the	flow	of	electricity,	the	water	in	the	tank	will	begin	to	cool.	A	power	outage	is	one	reason	why	an	electric	water	heater	might	not	work.	Other	reasons	why	an	electric	water	heater	might	not	work	are:	1.	A	tripped	circuit	breaker	–	If	a	circuit	breaker	trips,	it	will	interrupt	the
flow	of	electricity	to	the	water	heater.	2.	A	blown	fuse	–	A	blown	fuse	can	also	interrupt	the	flow	of	electricity	to	the	water	heater.	3.	A	power	surge	–	A	power	surge	can	damage	the	electrical	components	of	the	water	heater.	If	your	electric	water	heater	is	not	working,	check	to	see	if	there	is	a	power	outage	in	your	area.	If	there	is	not	a	power	outage,
check	the	circuit	breaker	or	fuse	box	to	see	if	a	circuit	breaker	has	tripped	or	a	fuse	has	blown.	If	the	circuit	breaker	or	fuse	box	looks	normal,	then	there	may	be	a	power	surge	and	you	should	contact	your	electrician.	How	Can	You	Troubleshoot	An	Electric	Water	Heater	That	Is	Not	Working	After	A	Power	Outage?	If	you	have	an	electric	water	heater
that	is	not	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	troubleshoot	the	problem.	First,	check	to	see	if	the	power	is	back	on.	If	it	is,	then	check	to	see	if	the	water	heater	is	getting	power.	If	it	is,	then	check	to	see	if	the	water	heater	is	turned	on.	If	the	water	heater	is	turned	on,	then	check	to	see	if	the	water	heater	is	full	of	water.
If	it	is,	then	check	to	see	if	the	water	heater	is	set	to	the	correct	temperature.	If	the	water	heater	is	set	to	the	correct	temperature,	then	check	to	see	if	the	water	heater	is	working	properly.	If	it	is,	then	you	should	be	able	to	use	it.	If	the	water	heater	is	not	working	properly,	then	you	may	need	to	call	a	plumber	to	come	and	take	a	look	at	it.	What	Are
Some	Things	You	Can	Do	To	Prevent	Your	Electric	Water	Heater	From	Not	Working	After	A	Power	Outage?	If	you	want	to	prevent	your	electric	water	heater	from	not	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do.	First,	you	can	invest	in	a	backup	power	source,	such	as	a	generator.	This	will	ensure	that	your	water	heater	will	still
have	power	even	if	the	electricity	goes	out.	Second,	you	can	make	sure	that	your	water	heater	is	properly	insulated.	This	will	help	to	keep	the	water	inside	hot	for	longer,	which	can	help	prevent	your	water	heater	from	going	cold	during	a	power	outage.	Third,	you	can	have	your	water	heater	professionally	serviced	on	a	regular	basis.	This	will	help	to
ensure	that	it	is	functioning	properly	and	that	there	are	no	issues	that	could	cause	it	to	fail	during	a	power	outage.	Following	these	steps	can	help	to	prevent	your	electric	water	heater	from	not	working	after	a	power	outage.	However,	if	you	do	experience	an	outage,	it	is	important	to	contact	your	local	electric	company	as	soon	as	possible	to	have	the
power	restored.	What	Are	Some	Things	You	Can	Do	To	Troubleshoot	Your	Electric	Water	Heater	If	It	Does	Not	Work	After	A	Power	Outage?	If	you	have	an	electric	water	heater	that	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	troubleshoot	the	issue.	First,	check	to	see	if	the	breaker	has	tripped.	If	it	has,	simply	reset	it	and
see	if	that	fixes	the	problem.	If	the	breaker	hasn’t	tripped,	then	the	next	thing	to	check	is	the	thermostat.	It’s	possible	that	it	got	knocked	out	of	place	during	the	power	outage,	so	simply	resetting	it	should	do	the	trick.	If	neither	of	those	two	things	fix	the	issue,	then	it’s	possible	that	the	heating	element	itself	is	damaged	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.
Of	course,	these	are	just	a	few	of	the	possible	issues	that	could	be	causing	your	electric	water	heater	to	not	work	after	a	power	outage.	If	you’re	still	having	trouble,	it’s	best	to	call	a	professional	to	take	a	look	and	diagnose	the	problem.	How	Can	You	Prevent	Your	Electric	Water	Heater	From	Not	Working	After	A	Power	Outage?	If	you	want	to	prevent
your	electric	water	heater	from	not	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do.	First,	make	sure	that	the	power	to	your	home	is	not	interrupted	during	a	power	outage.	If	the	power	goes	out,	your	water	heater	will	not	be	able	to	heat	the	water.	Second,	you	can	invest	in	a	backup	power	source	for	your	water	heater.	This	way,	if
the	power	does	go	out,	your	water	heater	will	still	be	able	to	function.	Third,	you	can	try	to	insulate	your	water	heater.	This	will	help	to	keep	the	heat	in,	and	prevent	the	water	from	cooling	down	too	much.	Finally,	you	can	always	ask	your	utility	company	about	getting	a	generator.	This	way,	if	the	power	does	go	out,	you	will	still	have	power	to	your
water	heater.	These	are	just	a	few	ways	that	you	can	prevent	your	electric	water	heater	from	not	working	after	a	power	outage.	If	you	have	any	other	questions,	feel	free	to	ask	your	local	electrician.	Conclusion	If	you	have	an	electric	water	heater	and	the	power	goes	out,	the	water	heater	will	not	work.	You	will	need	to	either	use	a	backup	source	of
heat	or	wait	for	the	power	to	come	back	on.	Hopefully,	you	are	clear	now	on	what	to	do	if	your	electric	water	heater	is	not	working	after	a	power	outage.	If	you	still	have	any	questions,	feel	free	to	comment	below.	Last	Updated	on	February	26,	2024	by	Sajib
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