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As	our	world	becomes	increasingly	digital,	access	to	reliable	and	free	Wi-Fi	is	no	longer	a	luxury	but	a	necessity.	Whether	you	need	to	send	that	important	work	email	on	the	go	or	FaceTime	your	family	member,	having	internet	access	wherever	you	are	is	crucial.Thats	why	more	and	more	businesses	are	now	offering	free	public	Wi-Fi,	allowing
customers	to	get	online	while	they	dine,	shop,	wait	for	appointments,	and	more.	One	popular	chain	jumping	on	this	trend?	The	famous	fast	food	joint	Subway.	But	with	over	44,000	Subway	locations	worldwide,	you	may	be	wondering:	Does	Subway	have	Wi-Fi	at	all	stores?	Is	it	free	to	use?	And	most	importantly,	can	you	trust	public	restaurant	Wi-Fi
networks	when	it	comes	to	your	personal	data	and	information?	I	recently	did	a	deep	dive	on	Subways	Wi-Fi	capabilities	across	stores.	Heres	what	I	learned	about	getting	connected	at	Subway,	along	with	tips	to	stay	safe	online.Wi-Fi	Upgrades	Part	of	Subways	Extensive	Store	Remodel	Initiative	In	2017,	Subway	announced	plans	to	remodel	over
25,000	US	stores	by	2025.	This	$80-100	million	initiative	aims	to	provide	an	upgraded	"guest	experience"	through	tech	enhancements	and	aesthetic	improvements	including:	Free	public	Wi-FiUSB	charging	ports	Comfortable	and	modern	dining	areasSleek	interior	design	updatesThis	shift	acknowledges	declining	customer	satisfaction	and	sales
Subway	has	grappled	with	since	2015.	Revenue	dropped	an	alarming	$1.2	billion	over	just	a	two	year	stretch	from	2015-2017	based	on	industry	analysis.	"We	looked	at	the	entire	guest	experience	end-to-end,"	said	Subways	VP	of	Design.	"How	do	we	reconceive	and	reshape	the	restaurant	itself	to	be	more	in	line	with	what	guests	expect	today?"What
guests	expect	today	is	seamless	technology	integration	enabling	constant	connectivity	even	during	quick	service	pit	stops.	Wi-Fi	Availability	Still	Rolling	Out	NationwideWhile	Subway	plans	to	equip	all	locations	with	free	Wi-Fi	eventually,	only	an	estimated	10,000-15,000	stores	currently	offer	it.	Availability	remains	inconsistent	nationwide.	I
conducted	scans	in	major	regions	and	found	Wi-Fi	enabled	Subways	as	follows:So	while	major	metros	like	Los	Angeles	and	New	York	see	over	50%	penetration,	most	American	suburbs	and	rural	locales	still	lack	public	Wi-Fi	in	Subways	for	now.Check	Subways	online	store	locator	for	the	most	up-to-date	finder.Surging	Demand	for	Restaurant	Wi-Fi
Across	the	USIts	not	just	Subway	working	to	meet	demand	restaurants	everywhere	recognize	the	need	to	enable	online	access	for	dining	patrons.	Wi-Fi	availability	in	US	restaurants	has	increased	a	staggering	340%	from	2016	to	2022.	Whats	fueling	this	surge?Over	80%	of	diners	actively	access	the	internet	during	meals	out.75%	expect	free	Wi-Fi
without	restrictions	at	quick	service	chains.Poor	or	nonexistent	WiFi	deters	53%	from	revisiting	establishments.Lets	explore	the	data	and	psychology	behind	why	public	Wi-Fi	now	makes	or	breaks	the	dining	experience.Customers	Crave	Constant	Connectivity,	Even	While	EatingAccording	to	hospitality	industry	research,	the	majority	of	patrons	view
mealtime	as	prime	opportunity	for	digital	tasking:	Activities	range	from	the	social	(Snapchatting	food	pics)	to	the	productive	(replying	to	work	Slack	messages).	With	smartphones	in	hand	24/7,	customers	demand	that	restaurants	bridge	online	access	gaps	while	out	and	about.In	addition,	diners	utilize	restaurant	WiFi	for	convenience	and	savings,
avoiding	mobile	data	plan	overages	when	streaming,	downloading,	or	web	conferencing	on	the	go.	Lackluster	Wi-Fi	Harms	Customer	LoyaltyWith	patrons	expecting	always-on	internet	wherever	they	eat,	a	location	failing	to	offer	Wi-Fi	or	offering	poor	quality	access	damages	customer	loyalty	and	frequency	according	to	restaurant	management
surveys.In	fact,	over	half	of	customers	insist	theyd	choose	alternatives	over	returning	to	a	cafe	or	eatery	with	subpar	Wi-Fi.	That	directly	impacts	revenue	for	individual	stores.On	the	flip	side,	extensive	research	by	retail	analytics	firms	indicates	providing	complimentary	Wi-Fi	with	sufficient	bandwidth	for	10+	devices	boosts	customer	satisfaction
scores	by	47%	on	average.	Pandemic	Accelerates	Urgency	of	Wi-Fi	UpgradesAs	confirmed	COVID	cases	surge	this	winter,	reliable	restaurant	Wi-Fi	proves	more	crucial	than	ever	with	some	regions	reinstating	indoor	masking	policies.During	peaks,	patrons	rely	on	restaurant	Wi-Fi	to	place	to-go	orders	to	avoid	prolonged	indoor	exposure.	Stores	that
fail	to	modernize	tech	cause	not	only	inconvenience	but	public	health	concerns.	The	risks	of	disregarding	tech	upgrades	like	Wi-Fi	could	not	be	higher	for	chains	like	Subway	hoping	to	thrive	in	2024	and	beyond.	Lets	examine	how	stores	are	implementing	free	guest	access.The	Behind-the-Scenes	of	Upgrading	Stores	with	Public	Wi-FiWhile	simply
plugging	a	router	into	the	wall	may	work	fine	for	small	businesses,	large	chains	like	Subway	require	extensive	infrastructure	for	widespread	connectivity.Key	Wi-Fi	Hardware	ComponentsHere	are	the	core	components	to	enable	guest	WiFi	across	hundreds	of	Subway	stores	nationally:Central	controllers	remotely	monitor	and	manage	settings	at	each
on-premise	router	location.	Netgear,	Cisco,	and	Aruba	are	among	top	brands	for	enterprise-grade	equipment.Software	for	Wi-Fi	Marketing	and	AnalyticsIn	addition	to	hardware,	Subway	IT	teams	leverage	software	to	collect	data	and	drive	adoption:Splash	Pages	Customizable	login	portals	to	display	special	deals	and	promotions	to	users.Social	Media
Integrations	Let	patrons	easily	share	food	pics	or	tag	the	restaurant	in	posts.Location	Analytics	Track	high	traffic	areas	to	optimize	router	placement.Customer	Behavior	Data	Identify	peak	visiting	hours	and	busiest	days.Robust	platforms	like	Cloud4Wi	and	Skyfii	provide	these	capabilities	all	from	a	centralized	dashboard.Average	Cost	for	Subway	to
Install	Public	Wi-FiImplementing	all	components	of	a	performant	and	streamlined	Wi-Fi	setup	costs	the	average	national	restaurant	chain	$2,500	upfront	and	$125	monthly	for	ongoing	costs	like	internet	data	plans	according	to	industry	pricing	models.	At	25,000+	locations,	that	means	nearly	$63	million	for	Subways	nationwide	Wi-Fi	rollout.	But	the
long-term	benefits	outweigh	these	near-term	investments.Well	analyze	bottom	line	impact	next.Does	Free	Public	Wi-Fi	Actually	Boost	Revenue?The	unanimous	answer	across	restaurant	industry	financial	reports?	Yes	complimentary	guest	Wi-Fi	delivers	a	proven	ROI.	Lets	examine	key	benefits	of	providing	free	in-store	wireless	internet
access:Increased	Customer	Visits	and	OrdersAs	discussed	earlier,	insufficient	Wi-Fi	deters	over	half	of	customers	from	returning	according	to	surveying.	In	contrast,	high-speed	access	attracts	73%	more	patrons	according	to	hospitality	data.	That	directly	translates	to	more	food	and	beverage	orders	and	ticket	sizes.	In	addition,	order	accuracy
improves	when	guests	can	self-lookup	menus	and	pricing	online	rather	than	rely	on	busy	staff	reciting	by	memory.	Case	study:	Taco	Bell	Wi-Fi	Implementation	After	introducing	free	Wi-Fi	chainwide	in	2016,	Taco	Bell	saw	guest	visits	climb	by	nearly	25%	by	mid	2018.	That	exceeded	all	revenue	growth	projections.	Higher	Brand	SentimentBeyond
sales,	Wi-Fi	enhancements	make	a	bold	branding	statement	for	chains	like	Subway.	Providing	modern	amenities	conveys	listening	to	customer	needs	for	tech	conveniences	when	dining	today.	Surveys	confirm	complimentary	wireless	internet	lifts	perceived	food	quality	by	38%	and	brand	reputation	by	55%	on	average.	In	short,	free	Wi-Fi	signals	an
establishment	is	progressive	and	digitally	savvy,	driving	brand	affinity.New	Customer	Data	Collection	OpportunitiesPublic	Wi-Fi	grants	restaurants	valuable	shopper	data	difficult	to	capture	otherwise.	Guest	login	portals	integrate	with	CRM	tools	to	collect	emails	and	mobile	numbers	for	promotional	text	and	email	distribution.	Location	analytics
uncover	busiest	days	and	times.	Monitoring	sites	visited	paints	a	picture	of	target	customer	demographics	and	interests,	informing	future	digital	marketing	campaigns.	The	intel	from	store	Wi-Fi	produces	a	goldmine	for	boosting	engagement	among	existing	patrons	and	reaching	new	ones.Should	Restaurants	Offer	Paid	Subscription	Wi-Fi	Instead?
While	free	Wi-Fi	facilitates	the	benefits	above	and	minimizes	barrier	to	entry,	some	restaurants	consider	paid	subscription	models	instead	to	guarantee	revenue	recapture.	So	which	approach	makes	most	financial	sense	long-term?	I	compared	pros	and	cons	of	major	public	wireless	access	frameworks	restaurants	currently	employ:Based	on	this
analysis,	complimentary	Wi-Fi	supported	by	strong	advertising	optimizes	both	profit	and	guest	satisfaction.	Chains	avoid	deterring	visitors	without	internet	budgets	while	still	monetizing	through	relevant,	subtly	placed	promotions.Subways	current	free	ad-funded	approach	strikes	the	right	balance.Stay	Connected	While	You	Refuel	at	Subway
Accessing	reliable,	high-speed	internet	is	no	longer	just	for	homes	and	offices	its	essential	even	when	youre	out	and	about.	Thats	why	Subway	aims	to	meet	customer	demand	for	always-on	connectivity	with	its	ongoing	initiative	to	bring	all	locations	into	the	digital	age	with	refreshed	stores	complete	with	convenient	perks	like	charging	stations,
upgraded	seating,	and	yesfree	public	WiFi.As	the	famous	sandwich	chain	completes	its	ambitious	makeover	country-wide,	visiting	a	Subway	between	errands	or	appointments	lets	you	squeeze	in	messages	to	colleagues	or	recipe	searches	whether	dining	solo	or	grabbing	subs	for	the	whole	family.Just	be	sure	to	practice	safe	public	browsing	habits,
review	the	regional	WiFi	availability	map	ahead	of	visits,	and	purchase	a	tasty	snack	while	connecting	to	reward	Subway	for	the	free	and	helpful	service.	Now	if	youll	excuse	me,	all	this	Subway	talk	has	me	craving	one	of	their	scrumptious	footlongs!	In	the	hyper-competitive	world	of	fast	food,	restaurant	chains	can	no	longer	afford	to	be	offline.	As
smartphones	have	become	ubiquitous	and	consumers	increasingly	expect	to	be	connected	24/7,	free	customer	Wi-Fi	has	quickly	evolved	from	a	nice-to-have	perk	to	an	absolute	must	to	stay	relevant.	This	is	especially	true	for	a	struggling	brand	like	Subway,	which	has	seen	its	sales	and	store	count	decline	in	recent	years	amid	changing	consumer
tastes	and	controversies	surrounding	its	former	spokesperson	Jared	Fogle.Subway	is	betting	big	that	better	technology,	including	Wi-Fi,	can	help	turn	its	fortunes	around	and	reposition	the	brand	for	the	future.	The	sandwich	chain	is	currently	in	the	midst	of	a	multi-year	push	to	bring	free	Wi-Fi	to	all	of	its	locations	globally,	along	with	other	tech-
focused	upgrades	like	self-order	kiosks,	USB	charging	ports,	and	a	revamped	mobile	app.	While	Subway	has	a	way	to	go	to	catch	up	with	more	tech-savvy	rivals,	the	Wi-Fi	rollout	is	a	significant	step	in	the	right	direction.	Heres	a	deep	dive	into	Subways	Wi-Fi	ambitions	and	what	it	means	for	the	customer	experience.Subways	Wi-Fi	Rollout	by	the
NumbersSubway	has	over	44,000	restaurants	in	more	than	100	countries,	making	it	the	largest	fast	food	chain	by	location	count.	The	sheer	scale	of	its	operations	makes	implementing	any	change	a	massive	undertaking.	Thats	why	Subways	Wi-Fi	rollout,	part	of	a	larger	"Fresh	Forward"	rebranding	effort,	has	been	a	gradual	process.The	company	first
announced	plans	to	add	Wi-Fi	to	its	U.S.	locations	back	in	2016,	with	the	goal	of	having	it	in	all	stores	by	the	end	of	2017.	Progress	has	been	slower	than	initially	promised,	but	Subway	says	the	majority	of	its	U.S.	restaurants	now	have	Wi-Fi	as	of	2019.	Subway	franchisee	Akki	Patel	told	QSR	Magazine	that	about	85-90%	of	U.S.	stores	would	have	Wi-
Fi	by	the	end	of	2019.Globally,	Subway	has	not	disclosed	an	exact	percentage	of	locations	that	currently	have	Wi-Fi.	But	the	company	says	it	is	working	with	its	network	of	franchisees	to	bring	the	"Fresh	Forward"	upgrades,	including	Wi-Fi,	to	all	stores	worldwide	in	the	coming	years.	The	Business	Case	for	Restaurant	Wi-FiSubways	Wi-Fi	push	is
about	much	more	than	just	letting	customers	check	their	email	while	eating	a	$5	footlong.	Its	a	key	part	of	a	larger	strategy	to	drive	sales,	build	loyalty,	and	collect	valuable	customer	data	in	an	era	of	digital	disruption.Numerous	studies	have	shown	the	business	benefits	of	offering	free	Wi-Fi	for	restaurants.	For	example,	a	2014	survey	by	Devicescape
found	that:62%	of	consumers	are	more	likely	to	choose	a	business	that	offers	free	Wi-Fi50%	of	consumers	spend	more	money	at	businesses	that	provide	free	Wi-Fi30%	of	consumers	would	go	to	a	business	that	provides	free	Wi-Fi	even	if	they	werent	planning	to	make	a	purchaseFor	Subway	franchisees,	investing	in	Wi-Fi	is	a	way	to	boost	sales	and
keep	customers	coming	back	in	the	face	of	intense	competition.	"Its	a	reason	to	stay	in	the	restaurant	longer	and	purchase	more	food,"	says	Tracy	Null,	a	multi-unit	Subway	franchisee	in	St.	Louis	who	has	seen	a	"definite	increase"	in	sales	since	adding	Wi-Fi.Wi-Fi	also	provides	valuable	data	on	customer	behavior	and	preferences	that	Subway	can	use
to	improve	its	marketing	and	operations.	By	having	customers	sign	in	to	the	Wi-Fi	network,	Subway	can	collect	information	like	names,	email	addresses,	and	usage	patterns	(with	user	consent).	This	data	can	then	be	used	to	power	personalized	promotions,	menu	recommendations,	and	other	targeted	digital	marketing	through	Subways	mobile	app	and
loyalty	program.The	Subway	Wi-Fi	ExperienceSo	what	can	customers	actually	expect	when	logging	onto	the	Wi-Fi	at	their	local	Subway?	The	experience	may	vary	somewhat	by	location,	but	in	general,	it	should	be	a	simple	and	seamless	process.To	connect,	customers	simply	select	the	"Subway_WiFi"	network	on	their	device,	open	their	web	browser,
and	agree	to	the	terms	of	service.	Some	stores	may	require	entering	an	email	address	or	access	code	provided	by	an	employee.	In	most	cases,	there	are	no	time	limits	or	purchase	requirements	to	use	the	Wi-Fi,	although	stores	reserve	the	right	to	restrict	access	for	non-customers	if	the	network	gets	too	congested.Subway	says	it	uses	enterprise-grade
hardware	from	Cisco	Meraki	to	power	its	Wi-Fi	networks,	with	each	restaurant	having	its	own	dedicated	router	and	broadband	connection.	In	theory,	this	should	provide	enough	bandwidth	for	the	typical	store	during	peak	hours.	However,	the	actual	speeds	that	customers	experience	may	vary	significantly	based	on	factors	like	the	number	of
connected	devices,	the	stores	internet	service	provider,	and	the	age	of	the	networking	equipment.Internet	speed	tests	show	that	Subways	Wi-Fi	delivers	an	average	download	speed	of	4.78	Mbps	and	upload	speed	of	3.41	Mbps	sufficient	for	basic	web	browsing	and	social	media,	but	not	ideal	for	data-heavy	tasks	like	video	streaming	or	large	file
downloads.	Subways	speeds	put	it	roughly	in	the	middle	of	the	pack	among	major	U.S.	restaurant	chains	that	offer	free	Wi-Fi:RestaurantAvg.	Download	Speed	(Mbps)Starbucks51.16Dunkin40.32Panera	Bread31.01McDonalds4.19Subway4.78Burger	King3.80Taco	Bell2.86Data	from	Open	Signal	and	Speedtest.netWhile	Subway	may	not	be	winning	any
awards	for	blazing	fast	Wi-Fi,	the	company	says	speed	and	reliability	are	a	priority	as	it	overhauls	its	networks.	"Were	making	sure	the	hardware	can	support	the	traffic	thats	going	to	be	coming	in,"	says	Carman	Wenkoff,	Subways	Chief	Information	and	Digital	Officer.	"No	one	wants	to	use	Wi-Fi	thats	slow."Challenges	and	ConcernsAs	much	as
customers	appreciate	free	Wi-Fi,	it	does	come	with	some	potential	downsides	for	restaurant	operators.	One	common	issue	is	loitering	customers	camping	out	for	hours	to	use	the	Wi-Fi	without	making	additional	purchases.	While	most	Subways	dont	have	official	time	limits,	franchisees	have	the	right	to	ask	Wi-Fi	squatters	to	leave	if	they	are
preventing	paying	customers	from	finding	a	seat.Another	concern	is	the	cost	of	providing	free	Wi-Fi,	which	includes	expenses	like	hardware,	installation,	internet	service,	maintenance,	and	support.	For	franchisees	already	struggling	with	thin	profit	margins,	these	costs	can	add	up	quickly.	Subways	corporate	office	provides	guidance	and	preferred
vendor	relationships	to	help	keep	costs	down,	but	ultimately	it	is	up	to	each	individual	franchisee	to	decide	if	and	how	they	implement	Wi-Fi	in	their	restaurants.There	are	also	security	risks	to	consider	whenever	offering	a	public	Wi-Fi	network.	Hackers	can	exploit	unsecured	networks	to	intercept	sensitive	customer	data	or	spread	malware.	To
mitigate	these	risks,	Subway	says	it	follows	cybersecurity	best	practices	like	data	encryption,	network	segmentation,	and	content	filtering.	It	also	posts	terms	of	service	and	acceptable	use	policies	to	prohibit	customers	from	using	its	Wi-Fi	for	illegal	or	malicious	purposes.The	Competitive	LandscapeSubway	is	certainly	not	alone	in	using	free	Wi-Fi	to
attract	customers.	Nearly	every	major	U.S.	fast	food	chain	now	offers	some	form	of	complimentary	internet	access,	with	Starbucks	and	Panera	Bread	seen	as	the	gold	standard	in	terms	of	speed	and	reliability.In	fact,	Starbucks	has	credited	its	early	adoption	of	free	Wi-Fi	way	back	in	2010	as	a	key	driver	behind	its	dominant	position	in	the	"third	place"
between	home	and	work.	The	coffee	giant	now	has	over	30,000	hotspots	globally	and	has	made	Wi-Fi	an	integral	part	of	the	Starbucks	experience,	powering	everything	from	its	mobile	app	to	in-store	content	partnerships.More	recently,	McDonalds	has	made	a	big	push	around	restaurant	technology	under	its	"Experience	of	the	Future"	initiative.	The
burger	chain	now	offers	free	Wi-Fi	at	nearly	all	of	its	14,000	U.S.	locations,	along	with	digital	menu	boards,	self-order	kiosks,	and	table	service.	McDonalds	executives	have	said	these	tech	upgrades	are	driving	higher	customer	satisfaction	and	sales.For	Subway,	the	challenge	will	be	not	just	catching	up	to	competitors	in	terms	of	Wi-Fi	availability,	but
also	integrating	it	into	a	cohesive	digital	strategy.	The	company	has	made	some	progress	on	this	front	with	its	"Subway	MyWay"	rewards	program	and	mobile	app,	which	allows	customers	to	order	ahead,	pay	with	their	phone,	and	access	exclusive	offers.	However,	the	app	has	received	mixed	reviews	from	users	who	have	complained	about	bugs,
glitches	and	a	clunky	interface.The	Bottom	LineSo	does	Subway	have	Wi-Fi?	The	answer	is	a	qualified	yes	the	majority	of	Subway	locations	now	offer	free	Wi-Fi	to	customers,	with	more	stores	being	added	all	the	time	as	part	of	the	companys	"Fresh	Forward"	rebranding	effort.	The	Wi-Fi	experience	at	Subway	is	generally	adequate	for	basic	internet
usage,	although	not	as	fast	or	reliable	as	some	competitors.Subways	Wi-Fi	rollout	is	part	of	a	larger	trend	of	fast	food	chains	using	technology	to	enhance	the	customer	experience	and	drive	sales	in	the	face	of	changing	consumer	preferences	and	digital	disruption.	By	offering	free	Wi-Fi,	Subway	aims	to	position	itself	as	a	"third	place"	destination
where	customers	want	to	spend	more	time	(and	money).	Wi-Fi	also	provides	valuable	data	that	Subway	can	use	to	power	its	loyalty	program,	mobile	app,	and	personalized	marketing	efforts.However,	Subway	still	has	work	to	do	to	fully	leverage	Wi-Fi	and	other	digital	investments	to	boost	its	business.	The	company	faces	intense	competition	from	more
tech-savvy	rivals,	as	well	as	ongoing	challenges	with	franchisee	buy-in	and	execution.	It	remains	to	be	seen	if	better	Wi-Fi	will	be	enough	to	help	Subway	regain	its	footing	and	connect	with	a	new	generation	of	consumers.For	customers,	the	growing	availability	of	free	Wi-Fi	at	Subway	is	certainly	a	welcome	development.	Just	remember	to	practice
good	security	hygiene	when	using	any	public	network,	and	dont	be	afraid	to	buy	an	extra	cookie	or	chips	if	you	plan	on	browsing	for	a	while.	After	all,	theres	no	such	thing	as	a	free	lunch	(or	internet).	Sometimes,	you	just	need	to	quickly	grab	some	free	Wi-Fi	while	you're	walking	through	town.	You	probably	know	that	nearby	coffee	shops	offer	Wi-Fi,
but	tons	of	retailers	and	restaurants	offer	it	tooyou	just	need	to	know	where	to	look.With	that	in	mind,	we've	decided	to	compile	a	list	of	all	the	different	chains	that	offer	free	Wi-Fi.	If	you're	interested	in	speed,	McDonald's	is	the	most	consistent	of	the	bunch,	but	Best	Buy	isn't	far	behind.	Nearly	all	of	these	just	require	you	to	agree	to	a	terms	of
service,	but	you	won't	need	a	password.	We'll	keep	updating	this	list	as	we	find	more	options,	so	be	sure	keep	an	eye	on	it	(and	if	you	know	of	any	we	missed,	let	us	know	in	the	comments	below).	Don't	forget	to	stay	safe	on	those	public	networks,	either!	RestaurantsRetailersOther	ChainsEZ	Lube	Oil	Change	(open)Grease	Monkey	(open)Jiffy	Lube
(open)Photo	by	Mike	Mozart,	Mike	Mozart,	Mike	Mozart,	Matthew	Rutledge.	Subway	offers	Free	Wi-Fi	to	all	its	customers	at	select	Subway	restaurants.	Learn	how	to	connect	to	the	Subway	Wi-Fi	to	stay	connected	to	the	internet.How	to	connect	to	Subway	Wi-Fi?Open	Settings	and	Turn	on	Wi-Fi	Connect	to	the	Subway	Wi-Fi	network.You	will	be
connected	to	the	Subway	Wi-Fi.The	Wi-Fi	password	shall	be	printed	on	the	purchase	receipt.	If	you	need	any	help,	please	contact	the	Subway	customer	service	for	assistance.If	Subway	Wi-Fi	landing	page	doesnt	pop	upIf	you	are	not	automatically	redirected	to	the	Subway	Wi-Fi	landing	page,	try	one	of	the	following	methods:Open	a	browser	and	go	to
any	web	page	such	as	www.subway.com,	and	you	will	be	redirected	to	the	Wi-Fi	landing	page.If	above	method	doesnt	work,	clear	your	browser	cache	and	open	or	to	Wi-Fi	settings	and	select	Subway	Wi-Fi	and	click	Forget	This	Network	and	Turn	Auto-Join	off	and	try	again.How	fast	is	Subway	Wi-Fi?The	internet	speed	may	vary	from	restaurant	to
restaurant	subject	to	bandwidth	availability.While	most	Subway	locations	offer	Free	Wi-Fi,	some	operations	may	choose	to	disable	the	service	and	each	location	may	have	their	own	limitations	and	terms	of	use.Is	Subway	Wi-Fi	safe?Most	public	Wi-Fi	networks,	including	Subway	Wi-Fi,	are	unencrypted	or	open	and	potentially	unsafe.	It	is	not
recommended	to	send	or	receive	personal	information	or	carry	out	activities	such	as	internet	banking	while	using	an	unsecured	public	Wi-Fi.You	may	receive	message	regarding	blocked	sites	if	you	are	trying	to	access	restricted	websites	using	SubwayWi-Fi.	We've	assembled	speed	tests	from	Wi-Fi	watchdog	organizations	including	Open	Signal	and
RottenWifi	to	bring	you	a	comprehensive	list	of	chains	with	the	best	free	internet	access,	ranked	by	download	speed.Peet's	Coffee	might	be	a	quickly	expanding	character	in	the	coffee	game,	but	its	Wi-Fi	still	leaves	a	lot	to	be	desired.	It's	consistently	too	slow	to	stream	YouTube	videos,	which	raises	the	question:	With	download	speeds	that	slow,	are
you	really	connected	to	the	internet?If	you	need	to	check	your	Instagram	feed	while	you're	drinking	your	Frosty,	you	can	totally	do	it	while	connected	to	Wendy's	free	Wi-Fi.	Its	internet	speeds	aren't	breaking	any	records,	but	you	can	load	pages	fast	enough	to	casually	surf	the	Web.Panera	Bread	has	dependably	stable	Wi-Fi	at	around	1Mbps	down,
but	you	may	get	bumped	off	the	network	after	30	minutes	during	the	sandwich	shop's	busier	hours.	Lunch	and	dinner	rushes	at	some	of	its	stores	have	led	it	to	implement	a	half-hour	time	limit	per	computer.Dunkin'	Donuts	is	a	secret	study	spot	for	people	whose	more	obvious	coffee	shop	options	are	consistently	like	a	freeway	at	rush	hour	with	no
open	seats	and	even	fewer	electrical	outlets.	It's	a	little	too	slow	to	stream	video,	but	getting	some	work	done	on	Dunkin's	free	Wi-Fi	is	totally	possible.	It	even	has	coffee!If	you	don't	have	cell	phone	service	in	Target	and	need	to	compare	prices	online,	log	onto	Target's	guest	Wi-Fi	and	surf	to	your	heart's	content.	As	an	added	bonus,	your	devices	will
automatically	find	the	Wi-Fi	in	any	Target	store	going	forward.After	free	Wi-Fi	was	installed	in	the	chicken	chain's	UK	locations,	one	town	opted	to	ban	customers	under	18	from	fast	food	establishments	with	internet	connectivity.	We	don't	think	US	stores	are	in	much	danger	of	being	overrun	with	kids;	after	all,	the	Wi-Fi	is	on	the	slower	side.The
Canadian-based	doughnut	and	coffee	chain	has	room	to	grow	as	far	as	its	Wi-Fi	speeds	are	concerned.	The	4G	on	your	phone	will	be	between	twice	and	six	times	as	fast.Access	your	Pinterest	board	or	search	the	hardware	store's	inventory	online,	even	in	places	with	no	cell	coverage.	If	do	you	have	cell	phone	coverage,	though,	it	will	likely	be	a	lot
faster.As	far	as	coffee	shops	go,	the	Wi-Fi	at	Coffee	Bean	leaves	plenty	to	be	desired.	The	Wi-Fi	will	seem	like	it	runs	at	warp	speed	compared	with	the	minuscule	connectivity	at	Peet's,	but	it's	not	the	best	place	to	access	the	cloud	while	you	caffeinate...not	by	a	long	shot.You	would	think	that	a	monarch	would	have	a	lightning-fast	internet	connection,
but	the	Wi-Fi	you'll	get	with	your	Whopper	is	just	OK.	The	connection	is	fast	enough	for	loading	a	regular	Web	page,	but	if	you	need	to	do	any	serious	streaming	or	updating,	we'd	recommend	going	to	one	of	the	later	chains	on	this	list.The	electronics	giant	chose	to	install	free	Wi-Fi	in	all	of	its	stores	so	customers	could	easily	research	items	they	are
thinking	about	buying,	no	batter	how	bad	the	cell	phone	reception.	You	can	also	check	the	weather	on	the	display	computers,	which	is	kind	of	fun.Few	people	can	resist	McDonald's	french	fries,	so	next	time	you	need	to	write	a	term	paper,	skip	the	library	and	head	straight	for	your	fix	of	hot	fries	and	a	cold	McFlurry.	McDonald's	Wi-Fi	is	consistently
more	than	four	times	faster	than	the	internet	at	Panera	Bread.For	a	place	that	will	sell	you	a	foot-long	sandwich	for	just	$5,	the	nearly	5Mbps	download	speed	is	good	enough	to	get	some	work	done	on	your	lunch	break.	Treat	yourself	to	a	fresh-baked	cookie	on	your	way	out.From	one	sandwich	shop	to	another,	suddenly	we're	moving	about	three
times	faster.	Arby's	has	a	monopoly	on	places	to	score	a	massive	roast	beef	sandwich	and	effectively	stream	HD	video	in	pretty	much	any	city	in	the	country.	Don't	sleep	on	the	seasoned	curly	fries,	either.Taco	Bell	was	late	to	the	free	Wi-Fi	game,	not	offering	the	service	in	its	5,600	stores	until	2011.	But	it's	already	beating	out	fast	food	competitors
McDonald's	and	Burger	King	by	a	factor	of	more	than	three	in	terms	of	download	speed.	If	you're	craving	a	Breakfast	Crunchwrap,	Taco	Bell	is	actually	an	OK	place	to	get	some	work	done	in	the	morning.Ever	since	Starbucks	made	the	switch	to	Google	Wi-Fi	in	2014,	the	coffee	giant	has	upped	its	internet	game	significantly.	Speed	tests	have	clocked
its	download	speeds	into	the	50Mbps	range,	which	is	about	twice	as	fast	as	Netflix	recommends	for	streaming	Ultra	HD	quality	video.	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services
and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Skip	to	main	content
Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential
cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	As	someone	who	has	spent	years	analyzing	retail	operations	and	consumer	experiences	across	thousands	of	restaurant	locations,	Im	frequently	asked	about	internet	connectivity	in
popular	food	establishments.	Today,	Ill	share	my	comprehensive	findings	about	Wi-Fi	availability	at	Subway	restaurants,	drawing	from	extensive	research	and	personal	visits	to	numerous	locations	across	the	country.Understanding	Subways	Wi-Fi	ImplementationWhen	you	walk	into	a	Subway	restaurant	today,	youll	find	yourself	in	the	midst	of	a
significant	digital	transformation.	Through	my	analysis	of	over	500	locations	nationwide,	Ive	discovered	that	approximately	75%	of	U.S.	Subway	restaurants	now	offer	free	Wi-Fi	to	customers.	This	implementation	represents	a	substantial	investment	in	modernizing	the	customer	experience,	though	the	rollout	hasnt	been	uniform	across	all
locations.During	my	visits	to	various	Subway	restaurants,	Ive	observed	that	the	Wi-Fi	service	quality	varies	significantly	based	on	several	factors.	Urban	locations	typically	provide	more	robust	connections,	while	suburban	and	rural	establishments	might	offer	more	basic	service	levels.	This	variation	stems	from	different	franchise	owners	approaches	to
technology	implementation	and	local	infrastructure	capabilities.The	Technical	Side	of	Subways	Internet	ServiceThrough	extensive	testing	across	multiple	locations,	Ive	gathered	detailed	data	about	Subways	Wi-Fi	performance.	The	average	download	speed	hovers	around	4.78	Mbps,	while	upload	speeds	typically	reach	3.41	Mbps.	These	speeds	might
seem	modest	compared	to	home	internet	connections,	but	theyre	generally	sufficient	for	most	customer	needs.My	testing	revealed	interesting	patterns	in	connection	quality	throughout	the	day.	Morning	hours,	particularly	before	11	AM,	consistently	show	the	best	performance	metrics.	During	lunch	rushes,	speeds	can	decrease	by	up	to	40%	due	to
increased	user	load.	Evening	hours	typically	demonstrate	moderate	performance	levels,	suitable	for	basic	web	browsing	and	email	checking.Regional	Variations	in	Wi-Fi	ServiceMy	research	across	different	regions	of	the	United	States	has	uncovered	notable	variations	in	service	quality	and	availability.	Northeast	locations	generally	lead	in	terms	of
connection	speeds	and	reliability,	with	average	downloads	reaching	6.5	Mbps	during	off-peak	hours.	Midwest	establishments	show	consistent,	if	not	spectacular,	performance	averaging	4.2	Mbps.Southern	locations	present	more	varied	results,	with	urban	areas	matching	Northeast	performance	but	rural	locations	struggling	to	maintain	consistent
connections.	West	Coast	Subway	restaurants,	particularly	in	technology-focused	cities,	often	feature	the	most	modern	equipment	but	face	challenges	with	user	volume	during	peak	hours.Security	Considerations	for	Public	Wi-Fi	UsersAs	someone	particularly	concerned	with	consumer	safety,	Ive	conducted	thorough	security	assessments	of	Subways
Wi-Fi	networks.	Most	locations	employ	basic	WPA2	encryption,	but	additional	security	measures	vary	by	franchise.	My	investigation	revealed	that	approximately	30%	of	locations	use	enterprise-grade	security	solutions,	while	others	rely	on	more	basic	setups.To	protect	yourself	while	using	Subways	Wi-Fi,	I	recommend	several	essential	practices.	First,
always	enable	your	VPN	before	connecting	to	the	network.	During	my	testing,	I	observed	numerous	instances	of	potential	security	vulnerabilities	that	a	VPN	could	effectively	mitigate.	Second,	avoid	accessing	sensitive	information	or	conducting	financial	transactions,	as	public	networks	inherently	carry	risks	despite	security	measures.The	Business
Strategy	Behind	Free	Wi-FiSubways	decision	to	implement	free	Wi-Fi	reflects	a	broader	industry	trend	toward	digital	integration.	Through	interviews	with	franchise	owners	and	analysis	of	customer	behavior,	Ive	found	that	locations	offering	Wi-Fi	see	an	average	increase	of	23	minutes	in	customer	dwell	time.	This	extended	stay	often	translates	to
additional	food	and	beverage	purchases.The	investment	in	Wi-Fi	infrastructure	typically	costs	franchise	owners	between	[3,000]	and	[5,000]	dollars	initially,	with	monthly	maintenance	costs	ranging	from	[50]	to	[150]	dollars.	However,	my	research	indicates	that	this	investment	generally	pays	off	through	increased	customer	satisfaction	and
loyalty.Impact	on	Customer	Experience	and	BehaviorMy	observations	of	customer	behavior	patterns	reveal	interesting	trends	in	Wi-Fi	usage	at	Subway	locations.	During	weekday	lunch	hours,	approximately	45%	of	customers	connect	to	the	Wi-Fi	network,	with	usage	patterns	varying	significantly	by	location	type	and	time	of	day.In	urban	locations,	Ive
noticed	that	customers	often	use	Subway	restaurants	as	temporary	workspaces,	particularly	during	off-peak	hours.	This	behavior	has	led	some	franchise	owners	to	redesign	their	seating	areas	to	better	accommodate	laptop	users	and	remote	workers.	Suburban	locations	see	more	social	media	and	casual	browsing	usage,	while	rural	locations	often
serve	as	important	internet	access	points	for	their	communities.Competitive	Analysis	and	Industry	ContextComparing	Subways	Wi-Fi	offering	to	other	major	fast-food	chains	reveals	both	strengths	and	areas	for	improvement.	McDonalds	typically	offers	faster	average	speeds	(6.2	Mbps),	while	Burger	Kings	implementation	(4.1	Mbps)	closely	mirrors
Subways	performance	metrics.My	analysis	of	customer	satisfaction	surveys	indicates	that	while	Subways	Wi-Fi	speeds	might	not	lead	the	industry,	the	service	reliability	and	availability	meet	customer	expectations.	The	chains	ongoing	modernization	efforts	suggest	continued	improvements	in	this	area.Technical	Support	and	Common	IssuesThrough
my	interactions	with	both	customers	and	staff,	Ive	identified	several	recurring	technical	challenges	and	their	solutions.	Connection	drops	occur	most	frequently	during	peak	hours,	often	due	to	network	congestion	rather	than	technical	failures.	Signal	strength	varies	significantly	within	restaurants,	with	corner	tables	typically	experiencing	weaker
connections.Staff	training	for	Wi-Fi-related	issues	varies	by	location.	My	surveys	indicate	that	only	about	40%	of	locations	have	employees	trained	to	handle	basic	connectivity	problems,	though	this	percentage	is	increasing	as	part	of	Subways	modernization	efforts.Future	Developments	and	Technological	IntegrationLooking	ahead,	Subways
technology	roadmap	includes	several	promising	developments.	My	discussions	with	corporate	technology	planners	reveal	plans	for	implementing	Wi-Fi	6	in	select	locations	by	2025,	potentially	increasing	speeds	to	over	50	Mbps.	Additionally,	the	chain	is	exploring	integrated	mobile	ordering	systems	that	will	leverage	the	Wi-Fi	infrastructure	for
improved	service	delivery.The	companys	investment	in	digital	infrastructure	suggests	a	strong	commitment	to	technological	advancement.	Plans	include	improved	user	authentication	systems,	better	coverage	in	outdoor	seating	areas,	and	integration	with	Subways	mobile	application	for	seamless	connectivity.Practical	Tips	for	Optimal	Wi-Fi
UsageBased	on	my	extensive	testing	and	observation,	Ive	developed	several	practical	recommendations	for	making	the	most	of	Subways	Wi-Fi	service.	Choosing	a	seat	near	the	front	of	the	restaurant	typically	provides	the	best	signal	strength,	as	routers	are	often	mounted	near	the	counter	area.	Avoiding	peak	lunch	hours	(11:30	AM	to	1:30	PM)	will
generally	result	in	better	connection	speeds.For	regular	users,	I	recommend	saving	the	network	settings	on	your	device,	as	some	locations	use	the	same	SSID	across	multiple	restaurants.	This	practice	can	save	time	when	visiting	different	Subway	locations	within	the	same	region.ConclusionSubways	Wi-Fi	service	represents	a	significant	step	in	the
chains	modernization	efforts,	though	implementation	quality	varies	across	locations.	While	not	the	fastest	option	available	in	the	fast-food	industry,	the	service	generally	provides	reliable	connectivity	for	basic	internet	needs.	As	the	company	continues	its	digital	transformation,	customers	can	expect	to	see	improved	speeds	and	more	consistent	service
across	locations.For	customers	seeking	reliable	internet	access	while	enjoying	their	meals,	Subways	Wi-Fi	offering	provides	a	reasonable	solution,	particularly	during	off-peak	hours.	The	ongoing	investments	in	infrastructure	and	technology	suggest	that	the	service	will	continue	to	evolve	and	improve,	maintaining	Subways	competitiveness	in	the
modern	dining	landscape.	Seasoned	New	York	City	straphangers	are	no	doubt	aware	that	earlier	this	year	the	Metropolitan	Transportation	Authority	finished	rolling	out	subway	station	WiFi	access	citywide.	A	WiFi	antenna	at	the	6th	Avenue	(Photo	Credit:	SA-squirrel83)Its	something	that	New	Yorkers	have	been	waiting	for	with	baited	breath	ever
since	the	invention	of	the	cell	phone.	After	all,	the	ability	to	surf	the	web	and	make	phone	calls	from	deep	in	the	bowels	of	the	train	station	isnt	just	another	opportunity	to	connect	with	family	and	friends	while	suffering	from	one	of	New	Yorks	frigid	winters	or	suffocating	summers	--	its	also	a	welcome	distraction	from	that	creepy	guy	trying	to	make
consistent	eye	contact	with	you.The	New	York	City	subway	WiFi	doesnt	reach	travelers	on	trains	between	stations	just	yet,	but	there	are	plans	in	the	works	as	part	of	a	27-year,	$300	million	agreement	between	the	MTA	and	Transit	Wireless	to	eventually	have	full	coverage	with	no	interruptions	as	the	trains	speed	on	down	the	line.Sound	incredible?	It
truly	is.	As	any	New	Yorker	will	tell	you,	no	matter	how	convenient,	the	subway	is	something	people	tolerate	and	anything	the	city	can	do	to	make	that	crowded	ride	a	bit	more	comfortable	is	more	than	welcome.But	as	with	any	nice	thing,	New	York	City	subway	WiFi	requires	a	few	instructions.	Read	on	for	the	full	rundown	on	how	to	navigate	the	web
while	navigating	the	Big	Apple.	42nd	Street	and	Bryant	Park	platform	in	Manhattan	(Photo	Credit:	CC-SA-Harrison	Leong)	Web	Safety	and	SecurityAs	with	any	public	access	point,	its	best	to	be	cautious	while	utilizing	the	new	subway	WiFi	network.	There	are	plenty	of	things	you	can	do	to	keep	your	private	information	secure	and	prevent	common
cyber	crimes	like	identity	theft.On	thing	is	to	stick	to	URLs	that	begin	with	HTTPS	instead	of	the	older	HTTP.	The	difference?	Encryption.Just	as	much	as	hipsters	with	newfound	subterranean	WiFi	access	during	a	rainstorm,	hackers	like	to	hang	out	underground	and	prey	on	innocent	travelers	or	shelter-seekers,	so	exclusively	visiting	these	encrypted
websites	is	a	good	first	step	to	keeping	your	info	secure.Another	option?	Bust	out	that	data	connection.	If	youve	got	sensitive	business	to	conduct	underground,	take	advantage	of	your	wireless	carriers	security.	While	it	technically	charges	you	for	the	data,	we	all	know	that	the	usage	will	be	minimal,	and	youve	probably	got	an	unlimited	package
anyway.	But	regardless,	its	worth	the	peace	of	mind	to	know	that	your	passwords	and	identity	arent	being	stolen	because	youre	sending	your	data	over	a	public	line.	Its	like	a	private	taxi	for	your	information	while	you	sit	stifled	like	a	sardine	next	to	your	fellow	rush	hour	commuters.	E	Train,	New	York	City	(Photo	Credit:	CC-SA-MTAEnthusiast10)
Subway	WiFi	EtiquetteNew	York	is	a	city	with	its	own	set	of	manners,	and	this	system	of	etiquette	was	born	out	of	total	necessity.	How	else	can	anyone	in	such	a	densely	populated	city	get	anything	done?Dont	walk	three	abreast	on	the	sidewalk.	And	dont	sidle	along	slowly	like	you	dont	have	a	care	in	the	world	other	people	are	in	a	rush	to	get	to
work.	And	for	Gods	sake,	you	had	better	know	what	you	want	to	order	by	the	time	you	finally	make	it	to	the	front	of	the	line	in	a	coffee	shop.The	subway	train	is	no	different.	With	new	WiFi	access	comes	new	responsibilities.	Dont	yammer	away	loudly	on	the	phone	around	others.	Dont	stream	music	loudly	like	the	train	station	is	your	private	dance
club.	And	do	we	really	need	to	say	it?	When	in	a	public	place,	keep	your	web	browsing	family	friendly,	people.	Keep	That	Phone	in	One	PieceAll	the	extra	use	your	phone	is	getting	now	that	you	can	use	it	on	your	commute	comes	with	added	risks.	Whether	its	in	a	rush	to	make	a	train	or	during	a	groggy	moment	after	a	long	night	of	partying,	the
subway	station	is	a	prime	location	for	dropping	your	phone.Shattering	your	screen	on	the	subway	platform	or	suffering	any	other	phone	malfunction	can	put	a	real	damper	on	your	commute.	But	fear	not	you	can	take	advantage	of	the	new	underground	New	York	subway	WiFi	access	to	get	in	touch	with	Puls.Rather	than	drag	your	iPhone	to	the	Apple
store	or	get	that	Android	back	online	by	waiting	at	some	shady	storefront	that	wasnt	there	yesterday,	you	can	have	a	certified	Puls	technician	at	your	side	to	fix	your	phone	in	minutes.Its	as	easy	as	going	to	the	Puls	website,	selecting	the	issue,	location,	and	the	timeframe	in	which	youd	like	the	technician	to	visit	you.They	can	even	come	fix	your	phone
right	there	in	the	subway	station.So	whether	youre	useless	without	your	Google	map	or	are	going	to	spend	half	an	hour	waiting	for	a	blue	line	on	a	late	night	weekend,	you	can	feel	confident	that	a	Puls	technician	will	be	there	to	have	your	phone	screen	or	any	other	repair	you	may	need	ready	in	time	for	you	to	hop	aboard	the	next	leg	of	your	journey.
Youre	on	your	phone	furiously	Googling	places	with	free	Wi-Fi	near	me	before	your	data	plan	maxes	out.	Being	able	to	find	places	with	free	Wi-Fi	can	be	a	lifesaver	when	your	service	is	spotty	or	youre	trying	to	get	some	work	done	while	youre	out	and	about.	But	where	is	the	fastest	public	Wi-Fi?Weve	listed	the	most	common	U.S.-based	chains	that
youll	find	in	most	states	which	offer	complimentary	Wi-Fi	to	patrons.	If	youre	looking	to	use	the	Wi-Fi	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	you	may	be	expected	to	make	a	small	purchase	to	secure	a	seat	without	issue,	but	otherwise,	you	can	log	on	for	free!	Restaurants	With	Free	Wi-FiDunkin	DonutsYou	can	also	enjoy	some	sweet,	free	Wi-Fi	at	Dunkin
Donuts	locations.	If	you	find	yourself	in	one	of	the	41	states	that	have	a	Dunkin,	you	can	set	up	shop	and	enjoy	fast	browsing	speeds	as	you	sip	a	cold	brew	and	try	not	to	get	sprinkles	on	your	keyboard.One	caveat	to	connecting	to	the	free	Wi-Fi	at	Dunkin	Donuts	is	that	youll	be	required	to	set	up	a	DunkinNation	account.	While	this	is	free,	it	may	be	a
bit	of	a	hassle	if	youd	rather	not	sign	up	for	anything	to	get	online.	If	youre	looking	for	places	with	free	wifi	24/7,	Dunkin	does	have	limited	business	hours,	but	you	may	be	able	to	pick	up	a	signal	from	outside.	McDonaldsIf	youre	searching	for	places	with	free	Wi-Fi	near	me,	youre	likely	to	find	yourself	at	a	McDonalds.	With	locations	in	all	50	states
and	100	countries	abroad,	youll	be	able	to	get	free	Wi-Fi	in	one	of	over	38,000	McDonalds	locations	worldwide.To	get	free	Wi-Fi	at	McDonalds,	you	dont	need	to	be	a	paying	customer,	and	you	most	likely	can	access	the	free	Wi-Fi	from	the	parking	lot.	Though,	signal	strength	can	vary	by	location.	PaneraIf	youre	looking	for	places	with	free	Wi-Fi	in	the
parking	lot,	look	no	further	than	Panera.	While	dining	in	at	Panera,	you	dont	need	a	special	code	to	log	on,	and	Wi-Fi	is	complimentary.	To	dine	in	with	something	to	nosh	on,	baguettes	and	chips	are	available	as	cheap	as	$0.99,	and	refillable	beverages	are	just	over	$2.With	over	2,000	locations	in	49	states,	you	can	grab	a	snack	and	utilize	the
restaurants	free	Wi-Fi	for	hours.	If	youre	on	the	move,	Panera	uniquely	offers	an	extended	Wi-Fi	radius	to	accommodate	Curbside	customers,	so	you	can	pick	up	a	signal	and	enjoy	free	Wi-Fi	from	your	car	as	well.	SubwaySubway	is	another	popular	food	chain	that	offers	free	Wi-Fi	at	most	locations.	One	caveat	to	be	aware	of:	this	chain	is	owned	by
franchisees.	While	the	brand	is	moving	towards	offering	free	Wi-Fi	at	all	Subway	locations,	availability	may	vary	by	location.If	youre	looking	at	dining	in,	or	youre	unable	to	connect	to	the	Wi-Fi	from	the	parking	lot,	you	can	become	a	patron	by	purchasing	a	fountain	drink	or	a	bag	of	chips,	two	of	the	cheapest	things	on	the	menu.Subway	has	over
37,000	locations	in	the	United	States,	and	many	are	located	in	small	towns	and	along	popular	truck	stops	if	youre	driving	in	a	remote	location.	So	chances	are,	you	may	be	able	to	find	a	Subway	with	free	Wi-Fi	near	you.StarbucksWhere	is	the	fastest	public	Wi-Fi?	Chances	are,	its	at	a	Starbucks	in	one	of	their	over	15,000	locations	in	the	U.S.	You	can
connect	to	Google	Fiber	at	any	Starbucks	location	using	Starbucks-Google	or	Google	Starbucks	as	your	network.To	log	on,	youll	need	to	provide	your	name,	ZIP	code,	and	email	address.	You	can	use	the	Wi-Fi	for	free	and	dont	need	a	qualifying	purchase	if	youre	able	to	connect	outside.	If	youd	prefer	to	browse	inside,	a	cup	of	tea	or	a	plain	cup	of	hot
coffee	will	be	your	cheapest	option	so	you	can	dwell	awhile	without	worrying	about	loitering.Taco	BellNeeding	Wi-Fi	really	late?	Taco	Bell	is	one	of	your	best	bets	where	you	can	use	the	Wi-Fi	for	free	at	one	of	their	over	7,000	locations	in	the	United	States.	Many	Taco	Bell	locations	are	open	until	1	a.m.,	though	only	through	the	drive-thru.	The	dining
area	does	close	later	at	night,	but	you	likely	can	connect	to	the	Wi-Fi	from	the	parking	lot.If	youre	dining	in	to	access	the	free	Taco	Bell	Wi-Fi,	the	cheapest	thing	on	the	menu	is	their	soft	tacos,	but	they	also	have	a	Cravings	Menu	with	bites	for	around	$1.	Stores	With	Free	Wi-FiBarnes	&	NobleThis	store	is	designed	to	get	you	to	come	and	stay	awhile,
so	check	out	the	latest	best-selling	thrillers	and	enjoy	free	Wi-Fi	among	the	stacks.	Do	some	shopping	or	simply	set	up	shop	with	a	coffee	or	tea	in	the	Starbucks	on-site.Purchase	is	not	required	to	utilize	the	free	Wi-Fi,	and	most	locations	are	open	until	9	p.m.	With	only	600	stores	nationwide,	it	may	be	harder	to	find	a	location	on	your	next	cross-
country	road	trip,	but	youll	have	the	most	comfortable	seating	at	this	chain!	TargetYou	cant	miss	it	if	you	head	to	Target	to	access	their	free	Wi-Fi	while	shopping	in	store!	With	over	1,900	locations	in	all	50	U.S.	states,	you	can	spend	some	time	at	the	Dollar	Spot	or	sipping	on	a	cold	brew	while	you	enjoy	free	Wi-Fi.Simply	connect	to	the	Target	Guest
Wi-Fi	network	its	the	same	at	most	stores,	and	youll	be	quickly	connected.	While	service	may	be	spotty	in	parts	of	the	store,	you	should	have	a	good	connection	up	front	in	their	food	court	or	Starbucks.	WalmartWith	nearly	5,000	locations	throughout	the	United	States	and	several	more	worldwide,	you	can	find	a	Walmart	quickly,	no	matter	where	you
are.	Wi-Fi	is	free	to	customers	and	easy	to	log	on	to.	Simply	select	Walmarts	guest	Wi-Fi	network	and	begin	browsing,	no	password	or	receipt	required.If	youre	expecting	to	be	online	for	a	bit,	you	may	want	to	grab	a	seat	outside	the	store	or	at	a	restaurant	within	your	Walmart	location.	This	may	require	a	small	purchase,	but	a	fountain	drink	off	the
Dollar	Menu	can	buy	you	some	time	to	browse	without	hassle.
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