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There are many different programs and techniques available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed drastically over
the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is a popular
program to teach phonics to young children in a more interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the names of
letters. There are many different characters, songs, stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42 letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics, so it is
easier for them to understand the relationship between letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the correct
pronunciation of letters can help give students a head start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs, story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although this
approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was amazed
by how much could be achieved by teaching letter sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters, and
writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2: Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding the
letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to create
the largest number of simple three-letter words that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter words) like ee and oo. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the following
order so children can build and decode words as early as possible: Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 0o, oo Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly Phonics sounds,
they should be taught various skills to help them decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy and engage with content without losing interest. Take the students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply practice some songs to memorise the letters and complete the writing
later. If they are having difficulty learning the concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching children the sounds of the letters rather than the name is helpful so children
can actually understand the link between the sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers. Pencil grip is a crucial
skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual sound that makes up an
entire word. This is done by breaking the word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match. For example, the and she. These two words are spelled similarly, but the
pronunciation is different. The children are taught these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that the key to making English lessons successful for young learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and active
games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and even have extra practice, while others may show no interest, may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready. Many fun
pre-learning activities can be done with children to prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly phonics application is comprehensive and interactive, making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping sequence,
encourages them to form the sound, play different games to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already learned. This
paid app is available for both Apple and Android users. The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics product
ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics important for School Readiness 42 different letter sounds are
taught in a specific order to ensure children can build words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to remember for students Children learn to put words together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens knowledge
Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program Initially, children spend more time decoding words rather
than understanding the context and meaning of the words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate) and ay (day), but the students will only be taught one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the vocabulary in the English language which is difficult Overall,
Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The involvement of parents and teachers is the key to ensuring this
program is effective. There are many preschools and early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or everything combined, the most essential thing is your child should
have fun while they are learning these key skills necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed to become fluent readers. You can find out more details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning website HERES8. Dont forget, there are many things you can do to
improve your childs language and literacy skills such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The problem with
books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age. Published: Sep 29, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Case Studies, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. How phonics can give children a head start with reading English, Dr Susan Russak and Dr Richard Wong, British Council. Published: Feb 1, 2019. Accessed online at on April
1, 2023. Jolly Phonics Authors, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Thinking apps on: Top 10 educational apps, Irish Examiner. Published: Jan 26, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Learning. Why We Love Jolly Phonics, ReadtoGrow. Published: Dec 19, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Teaching reading with a
synthetic phonics program, Learning Links. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Our world-renowned literacy program Jolly Phonicscontinues to generate much interest and discussion.Jolly Phonics uses the synthetic phonics method of teaching letter sounds for reading and writing in a way that is fun and multi-sensory. Following the mastery of
sounds, children learn to decode phonetic words which helps them tobecome fluent beginner readers.Founded in 1987, the Jolly Phonics materials are used for the teaching of literacy and music skills in more than 100 countries on five continents. Some have even adopted Jolly Phonics as government policy.Research indicates the early introduction of
literacy gives children a flying start to their education. The Jolly Phonics approach is widely considered one of the most effective way to teach children how to read and write in English. According to Policy Brief No 13 2008 from the Royal Childrens Hospital Melbourne on Literacy in Early Childhood, children that enter primary school without already
having a strong foundation of literacy often struggle to keep up with their peersThe benefits of the early introduction to literacy through Jolly Phonics include:Improved cognitive developmentImproved confidence & self-esteemEnhanced emotional and social skillsBetter chance of academic success in school and occupational success after
schoollmproved oral communication and motor skillsAn overall love for reading, writing and learningYes, its an impressive list.One of the other things we love about the program is thats its fun for kids which is why its so successful.Not only that, on the front page of The West Australian recently the Federal Government announced increased funding
for literacy training to include phonics!See the article below.This further proof of the benefits of Jolly Phonics and why we chose it for our curriculum.Were confident your child will love the songs, crafts and activities that are part of the curriculum. Theyll experience proven learning methods that teach literacy while letting kids be kids what could be
better than that?Were confident your child will love the songs, crafts and activities that are part of the curriculum. Theyll experience proven learning methods that teach literacy while letting kids be kids what could be better than that?So remember to book your no-cost, no-obligation enrolment meeting today because when you do you receive a ticket
to enter the draw for a chance to win free childcare with us for a year! Terms & conditions apply. Skip to content Our programmes incorporate stories, songs, actions, and games appealing to a variety of learning styles and needs. Involving multiple senses also helps reinforce childrens learning making it easier for them to remember and apply new
skillsOur Phonics resources include a variety of fun and engaging activities such as:multi-sensory animations for formation, blending and segmentingstories, songs, games and flashcards to support learningplayful but purposeful whole-class activities to keep children engagedaudio and worksheetsOffering multisensory exercises, colorful materials and
fun activities alongside a strong, step-by-step and comprehensive approach to synthetic phonic instruction, Jolly Phonics can be an engaging, enjoyable and less stressful way of helping students learn to read. What We Like Highly multisensory phonics program Sequential, logical step-by-step approach Strong and thorough synthetic phonics
instruction Also teaches handwriting, reading comprehension Gets students reading quickly Fun craft activities provide reinforcement without excessive drillBut watch out for Not the most compact program out there Not a complete language arts program, parents will have to purchase grammar, spellingprograms Created in the UK in 1987 by
publisher Chris Jolly and educator Sue Lloyd, Jolly Phonics is a popular synthetic phonics program used by schools and homeschools around the world. The program centers around the development of five key literacy sounds (letter sounds, letter formation, blending, sounding and irregular words), and develops them using a combination of explicit
instruction, workbook exercises and a wide array of multisensory exercises and activities. Although created and originally used in the UK, Jolly Phonics has since been adapted to suit a number of countries, including the US. What Ages Or Grades Is Jolly Phonics Intended For? Jolly Phonics is intended for students in Pre-K to about Grade 2, or around
ages 3 to 6, as a method of taking them from the very fundamentals of phonics to early reading. The program progresses from an introduction to letters, digraphs and their sounds and progresses to the ability to read and comprehend short stories and written work. Overall, this is pretty much on point for students in pre-K to 2 who tend to be
transitioning from pre- to early-reading and beyond. We also feel that Jolly Phonics materials and method of teaching are pretty well designed for kids in these grades, making use of a variety of illustrated workbooks, brightly colored illustrations, songs, cartoon-like characters, crafts, songs, short movies and more. Even the programs decodable
readers are suitable for kids at the 4-6 age range, with imaginative stories about rockets, snakes, rainforests, monsters and more that are likely to capture their interest. That said, while its certainly possible for homeschools to use the program with older students who might benefit from its synthetic phonics instruction, for the most part we feel that
Jolly Phonics extensive use of song, cartoon illustrations and characters may not necessarily hold their interest for all that long. By and large, the program is structured around its 7 groups of letter sounds (which well discuss a little later), so there isnt much in the way of a placement test, although the company does offer optional
reading/comprehension assessments to be used throughout. This means that homeschooling parents switching into the program from another will need to make a judgment about their students skill and ability and find a suitable level based on the sounds they havent yet learned. Helpfully, the program does spiral fairly nicely and its components tend
to review the letter sounds and rules from previous materials, so new students should never really get too lost. A Note About The Jolly Phonics Alphabet (Seven Letter Sound Groups) Its important to note that Jolly Phonics doesnt follow a traditional A-Z approach when teaching letters and letter sounds. Instead, the program divides the English
alphabet into seven groups of sounds, including digraphs, and arranges many of its books and resources (such as the workbooks and Finger Phonics books) accordingly. These seven groups, in order of introduction, are: GroupLetter soundsls, a, t, i, p, n2c/k, e, h, r, m, d3g, ou, i, f, b4ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or5z, w, ng, v, 006y, X, ch, sh, th7qu, ou, oi, ue, er,
ar In general, this is a very unusual way of arranging and introducing the alphabet and digraphs that is likely to be unfamiliar to parents and even a bit confusing. It is, however, based on some sound logic. The letter sounds are arranged in Jolly Phonics on the basis of how commonly they are used when building words. The idea here is to get kids
building (i.e. phonetically reading) 3 and 4 letter words as quickly as possible and for the most part it does, with students often being able to assemble and read a good number of short words (using the sounds s, a, t, i, p, n) on their own by the end of the first stage of learning. Whats Used To Teach Jolly Phonics? What precisely is involved in teaching
phonics with the program really depends on the skill level and age of the child, but in general Jolly Phonics is fairly expansive and can offer homeschooling parents quite a few resources for teaching. These can include: Student booksTeachers guidesStory booksDVDs, song CDs and other mediaFinger Phonics7 Workbooks5 decodable reader levels As
well as a host of helpful teaching supplements, such as: FlashcardsDictionariesBlend wheelsPostersMagnetic lettersAnd much more As can be seen, Jolly Phonics is pretty comprehensive in its approach to teaching, with both instructional material and an extensive amount of varied practice, which is always good to see. They also offer parents a
number of different ways of teaching phonics, from song and kinesthetic movement to rote work to direct handwriting and reading practice. As a potential downside, of course, it cant be said to be a very compact curriculum there can be a lot of material for parents to buy, store and keep track of over the course of the program, especially if parents
are interested in some (or all) of the teaching supplements or are teaching two or more students at once. It can also be a little intimidating for homeschooling parents and a little confusing, especially at first glance. With all that said, below well take a look at some (and it is by no means a comprehensive list) of the main teaching components of Jolly
Phonics. Core Instruction Teachers Guide The teachers books are something of a center to the Jolly Phonics program, providing parents with an overview of the methodology and purpose of the program as a whole, especially how it fits in to the larger scheme of language arts study, as well as a general overview of the purpose and use of each
resource and component offered. Perhaps more importantly to homeschooling parents, they also contain fairly detailed lesson plans that can help guide parents (and students) through the phonics learning process. These lesson plans contain fairly detailed explanations of letter sounds, graphemes, letter forms and more, including the reasons for each
activity in the program and trouble spots to look out for, ultimately providing a good fundamental background that can be very useful for parents who have never taught phonics before or have struggled to do so in the past with other programs. Jolly Phonics teachers guides are laid out in a fairly typical fashion, with pages containing reduced pages of
the student book ringed by step-by-step instructions, tips and guidance. In our opinion, they are well organized and logically arranged, making them easy to understand and follow. They are also fairly well scripted, explaining what parents should do in a very sequential manner for each skill but without providing an exact, word-for-word script. This
can make it surprisingly flexible and open for homeschooling parents interested in adding their own personal touch to lessons, although it does mean that new or inexperienced homeschoolers might need to prepare what they want to say a little more beforehand. Student Book The student books are where students will spend a good deal of their time
during lessons following along and getting practice. There are three, 48-page student books at time of writing (each building on the skills developed in the previous volume) and they are full color, softcover workbooks designed to be used under the direction of the teachers guide. Each student book contains a variety of stories and activities and are
intended to help students master the 42 letter sounds and develop/hone specific skills. The first book, for example, covers the concept of blending, basic letter formation and a first set of irregular words. The second builds on this with alternative spellings, capitalization handwriting, more irregular words, more complex sentence reading and so on,
while the third focuses more on alternative spelling, tricky words and begins to introduce reading comprehension, something that most programs tend to leave until later grades. Each book works on these concepts through a wide variety of stories and workbook-style exercises, including fill in the blanks, line connection, image-word/letter matching,
handwriting practice. The student books are very colorful and fairly well-illustrated, so they wont be too boring for students to look at for stretches of time. Theyre also pretty straightforward, with clear instructions and a fairly intuitive layout, although they cant easily be used to their full potential without the teachers guide or lesson plans as the
instruction and guidance is pretty short and to the point. Learning Materials And Supplements Jolly Stories Designed as a first step into Jolly Phonics for younger pre-readers (around 3-4), Jolly Stories is a board book that contains seven short stories, each of which introduces six specific letter sounds (making up the 42 covered by the program). These
stories are wonderfully illustrated, richly detailed and full color cardboard-style books (meaning theyll stand up to curious little hands) that place the Jolly Phonics characters (Inky, Snake, Bee and Phonic the Computer more on them later) in a variety of situations. Each of the short story pages contains a short written piece, kinesthetic letter activity
instructions and cut out letters for finger tracing. They also contain a number of activities where students must find and locate letter sounds by finding specific items in the illustrations, which is pretty clever. For example, students find a picture of a spider to represent the sounds S, P, IE, D, ER. Finally, each story also contains a short word list of 3 or
4 letter words to get students started with very basic blending and sounding work. Overall, Jolly Stories are quite imaginative and are surprisingly activity rich for introductory phonics books aimed at the preschool set, which can make them somewhat more fun to work through compared to, say, a more direct instructional approach. This means that
using Jolly Stories can be a gentler and easier to sit through way of introducing letter sounds to young kids. One thing some parents may need to be aware of is that, due to being so colorful and richly illustrated, parents may need to keep a closer eye on their students to prevent them from becoming distracted. Finger Phonics Books Jolly Phonics
Finger Phonics Books are a kinesthetic learning resource to help students better understand letter sounds. The books are divided into seven volumes, each corresponding to and covering a particular letter sound group, and generally contain directions for making various body movements associated with a particular letter sound. Finger Phonics 1
works on sounds S A TIP and N, Finger Phonics 2 on C/K E H R M and D and so on. They also contain full color illustrations of various kinds that provide important context for the letter sound in question, which can help students by forming connections between a sound and a more understandable real world situation, making them more memorable
in the process. For example, the sound o may be represented in a page that has a kids turning off the light in their bedroom (o off/on). The books also contain cut out letters for finger tracing, an additional kinesthetic/tactile activity to help with letter formation. Towards the end of each book are a variety of workbook-like activities and puzzles to help
reinforce the learning, which is always nice. By and large, we feel that Jolly Phonics Finger Books can be a very interesting teaching resource, providing good kinesthetic and contextual reinforcement to phonics learning. Being full color and extensively and wonderfully illustrated, they can also be a lot of fun to look through and find all the small
details Jolly Phonics has included on each page although, as with Jolly Stories, some parents will probably have to make sure that students dont get too distracted during lessons Jolly Phonics Activity Books Jolly Phonics Activity books are a series of workbook-style resources designed to provide students in Pre-K and up with essential focused practice.
They are an alternative to Jolly Phonics classroom-oriented Workbooks, as they are specifically aimed at homeschooling students and are actually slightly longer (36 pages vs 24), as they contain more (and more varied) activities. As with the Finger Books there are seven of these activity books, each designed to work on a particular letter group. Each
workbook contains short stories based around a particular letter sound, which is then followed up by a wide range of activities that focus on the essential skills of reading, e.g. letter formation, blending, sounding and so on. There are, for example, sticker work, finger tracing, puzzles, kinesthetic activities, handwriting exercises, matching games,
coloring activities, work with tricky words and much more. The books are, as with the Finger Phonics books and Jolly Stories books, full color and nicely illustrated and are pretty ideal for younger students (4 or so) in our opinion. Interestingly, they also contain a variety of craft activities (such as making edible letters, a chia pet out of an egg or
models out of boxes) that can be a lot of fun and cool to integrate into lessons as kind of a little project. Jolly Phonics Decodable Readers Much like other learn to read programs, Jolly Phonics also offers a variety of readers to provide budding students with specific reading practice. There are about five levels of readers, each becoming increasingly
sophisticated to fit with a students developing skill, and are specifically designed to go along with the program as their text tends to be made up only of words that can be decoded from the 42 letter sounds taught in the program. There are different editions and collections of readers floating around out there, with collections of short stories,
progressively challenging color-coded collections, interest-based collections (Inky Mouse & Friends, Phonics Fantastic Facts, Snakes Amazing Tales and so on) and more. All the books are extensively illustrated and very colorful, making them fun to look at and, for the most part, while they do offer some challenge (later editions adding some tricky
words and alternative spellings) they never get too intimidating to go through. Further, as the books are decodable based on the specific skills and knowledge taught by Jolly Phonics, students are less likely to rely on contextual guessing when reading (resulting in fewer frustrating mistakes) and will get a little more skill practice as a result. Finally,
we like that each book also starts with an outline of their skill requirements. These lay out what students will need to have mastered before beginning each reader, which can help reduce the likelihood of them getting stuck and/or frustrated. Jolly Phonics Media Resources Finally, Jolly Phonics also offers a variety of multimedia resources that parents
can pick up to augment learning. There are, for example, DVDs that go with the program that contain 8 episodes of a kind of tv show where puppet characters of Inky, Snake, Phonic and Bee explore all 42 sounds and the programs key reading skills as part of a larger story. They also contain some helpful information for parents on phonics instruction
and for using the program effectively. The DVD can be fun to watch and can serve as a helpful alternative explanation of concepts or as a general drill-less revision. Parents should note, however, that the characters do have British accents, which might be harder for younger US students to understand at times. Additionally, while we thought it was
definitely very cute and potentially very informative, the program is kind of old-school and may not be quite as fascinating to students used to cutting edge 3D graphics. In addition to the DVD, Jolly Phonics also has a resources CD, which contains a variety of printable files that can be used to supplement lessons (such as posters, stickers, certificates,
templates and additional worksheets). There is also a Jolly Phonics music CD (Jolly Songs), which contains recorded music ( helpfully sung by American kids) to go along with and reinforce the 42 letter sounds as kind of a mnemonic device. Approach To Teaching Phonics Synthetic Phonics Instruction Jolly Phonics is a phonics program, which means
that it deliberately and explicitly teaches its students letter sounds, phonetic rules, digraphs, graphenes as well as how to blend them into words. As a synthetic program, students in Jolly Phonics are first taught the 42 letter sounds and then are taught to synthesize (hence the name) or construct words out of them before learning how to break words
apart. This sets it apart from analytic phonics programs, which do something of the reverse and introduce words that students break into their component sounds. Among educators today, synthetic phonics is often seen as the better and more effective approach to take when teaching kids to read, and we feel Jolly Phonics is a particularly good and
effective example of this method of teaching. Teaching is done in a very systematic, part-to-whole way that guides students from simple to more complex reading tasks. Students begin the program learning basic letter sounds and digraphs, how to blend them, progressing to 3 and 4 letter words before finally trying their hand at short reading
exercises. This careful, step-by-step approach means that the program can be a lot gentler and its tasks seem a lot less intimidating to students. Synthetic instruction also means that the program doesnt really rely on understanding or context, which can cut down on the amount of cheating and guessing that goes on during reading practice. Jolly
Phonics also spends a considerable amount of time explicitly teaching and practicing letter sounds and phonetic rules, including entire sections dedicated to alternative spellings and irregular words, which can really give students a bank of knowledge to fall back on as they begin to read more complex texts and words later on. Finally, and addressing
a common complaint with synthetic phonics programs, Jolly Phonics includes a good deal of contextual learning and reading comprehension work at later stages, something that is generally a feature of more inductive or analytic approaches. On the downside, however, this synthetic approach and the need to ensure that students are secure in their
phonetic rules means that the program does use a fair amount of repetition, review and rote learning, which not every student (or parent) is a fan of (although the workbooks and various multisensory activities can help out, which well discuss below). Five Skills of Reading Jolly Phonics systematically breaks phonics learning and instruction into five
skills, whose development forms the core of the programs instruction. These are: Learning letter sounds As mentioned, Jolly Phonics explicitly teaches students 42 key letter sounds, both alphabetically and in digraphs form, and usually tries to make them memorable by introducing them alongside kinesthetic movements. The program actually
emphasizes teaching the English alphabet by referring to letters by their sounds, rather than their names, which can be an interesting bit of ground-up reinforcement, even if some parents may find it a bit unusual. Letter Formation In addition to recognizing letter sounds, Jolly Phonics also teaches students how to write letters (in print form). Much
like its reading, the program teaches print writing very systematically, first teaching (and frequently reviewing and revisiting) the proper way to hold a pencil before beginning to deliberately and carefully teach students how to form each letter using precise and specific strokes. Students first do so using letter cutouts and tactile finger tracing
activities before progressing to typical workbook-style handwriting practice. The inclusion of handwriting in Jolly Phonics is quite interesting, as the handwriting practice can serve to intrinsically reinforce the identification of letter shapes. It also means that parents interested in working on these skills early on wont have to run out and get an
additional handwriting program. That said, the program does use a pretty standard form of clear printing and it is pretty tightly integrated into the program and its materials as part of the lessons, so parents interested in teaching a different form of handwriting (such as Dnealian, for example), may need to spend some time making lesson plan
adjustments. Blending As with many other phonics programs, Jolly Phonics has students frequently practice blending the letter sounds they see together to build words. Blending in the program generally starts off with students practicing their letter sounds, having a parent demonstrate a blend and then students doing some practice through
workbook exercises, simple readings and even memory work. Segmenting Segmenting (or breaking apart words into their component sounds) is often used in the program to help reinforce a students ability to listen for and identify letter sounds and the program does so through various means, such as by providing them with practice word banks,
focused segmenting exercises, rhymes, poems, limericks and even songs. Irregular or Tricky Words At later stages of Jolly Phonics, students often spend a fair amount of time learning and practicing alternative spellings and irregularly spelled (or tricky) words, often through a combination of workbook exercises, readings and memory work.
Multisensory And Activity Rich Lessons And Practice As we mentioned earlier, Jolly Phonics is a phonics learning program that has a wide variety of components that parents can use (such as direct instruction, storybooks, workbooks and flashcards). The program also uses a variety of different methods and techniques to present and reinforce the
material learned, including: StoriesSongsVideosWorkbook exercisesKinesthetic sound demonstrationsLetter tracingDiscussions and direct instructionFlashcardsDifferent craft activitiesAnd much more As a result, Jolly Phonics can be considered a very activity rich and multisensory reading system, probably more than most that weve looked at. This
can make its lessons a lot less boring to sit through and can help it suit a variety of different student learning styles and preferences. Further, because Jolly Phonics lessons often associate letter sounds with actions, songs, movements and stories, they can help to strengthen their associations in a students mind, which is quite interesting and is an
approach that seems to be backed up by research. For homeschools, this diversity of resources and teaching methods can be of particular benefit, as it can allow interested parents to really configure learning to suit a students needs, even to the point of being able to modify learning based on a students mood. If a student is having a particularly hard
day, for example, parents can switch to a song, do some finger phonics or just shift to a reinforcing activity rather than trying to force their way through a lesson, a bit of flexibility that parents of very young students might appreciate. Parents should note however, as with other strongly multisensory and activity-based learning programs, that adding
more activities and resources to a lesson can increase the amount of preparation and organization required for teaching. It also means that enthusiastic parents may end up with quite a few things to store, organize and keep track of. Inky, Snake, Bee and Phonic Finally, Jolly Phonics makes use of a core cast of cartoon characters that appear
throughout the program and its materials. These are Inky the mouse, Snake the snake, Bee the bee and Phonic, a desktop computer. These characters often (but not always) form the subject of the programs stories and appear in Jolly Phonics pictures, exercises, artwork and even readers to one degree or another. These characters are kind of fun and
whimsical, and perhaps more importantly add a bit more consistency for kids as the format and style of the materials evolve. How It Works Jolly Phonics is a full program for introducing phonics and reading skills for pre-K through grade 1 and is designed to systematically take students from having no knowledge of letters to reading short sentences
and basic paragraphs in that time frame. Each lesson in the program is typically structured around seven steps to cover each of the five reading skills described in the section above. These are: StorySoundActionLetter FormationBlendingSound recognitionFurther activities and reinforcement Story Each letter sound in Jolly Phonics lessons is first
introduced in a story. In early years, parents can use the Jolly Stories book, while with older students these are contained in the student (and teacher) books with reinforcing stories found in each workbook. The idea here is to introduce the programs letter sounds in a way that will be a bit more fun, engaging and understandable for students
compared to a simple lecture. Those teaching very young, fidgety students or students with a more auditory-learning bent can also use the programs Jolly Songs and jingles CDs to do so, somewhat like Shurley English. Sound Following the introduction of a letter sound, parents and students generally work on practicing the sound that letter makes
themselves, that is, making a /rrr/ sound like a dog or /sss/ like a snake to each other to drive the point home and create an understandable association. Parents who are a bit shy can also make use of a dedicated lesson app the company has recently introduced, which will digitally demonstrate the correct sound for the student. Action As well as
demonstrating the correct sound, Jolly Phonics attempts to reinforce and deepen a students understanding of a letter-sound connection through various kinesthetic activities. The programs boardbooks, Finger Phonics books, activity / workbooks and student books all contain kinesthetic instructions that will have students and parents engage in fun,
multisensory whole body movements to simulate the sound in question. For example, a student might stick out their tongue like a clown and blow a raspberry to demonstrate the th sound, move their hands around in a snake-like fashion while hissing ssss, or pretend to eat yogurt while sayingy. Letter Formation Once they have the letter sound down,
students are then introduced to and practice its written expression. In earlier years (such as in the activity books and story books), students might start off with doing some finger letter tracing using letter cut outs, learning where they should start, finish and general directionality for each letter. As the program progresses, and as students learn to
hold a pencil correctly, they start doing handwriting exercises in print form in their student activity books and their student books. Blending Once students have a solid idea about certain letter sounds and can identify letters, they begin to use their knowledge to blend them together, reading short words. Most stories in Jolly Phonics tend to have short
word lists containing 3 or 4 letter words made out of the various letter sounds that have been introduced. Parents and students practice saying each letter sound and then blend them together to read the whole. T-a-p becomes tap, c-0o-1 becomes cool and so on. At later levels, students begin to integrate direct reading practice from the decodable
readers into lessons. Sound Recognition Once they start blending, students are then challenged to practice picking out the letter sounds from words. In earlier years, parents might lean on the programs songs and jingles to get practice, while Jolly Phonics activity books and student books often contain word lists and focused exercises for this purpose.
In one such exercise, for example, students might be presented with various pictures and have to pick one that starts with a particular sound. Further Activities and Reinforcement Finally, many Jolly Phonics books (e.g. student books and activity books) contain additional, non-workbook activities that students and parents can try out to further
reinforce reading knowledge and skills in a less drill-like manner. There are a wide variety of these activities throughout the program, and they can include things like: Making a collageBaking somethingPaintingColoringDancingSculptingVarious board gamesAnd much, much more Not only can these activities be highly enjoyable and a good
opportunity for parents and students to bond, but we think that their inclusion can make Jolly Phonics a particularly good fit for Charlotte Mason and eclectic homeschoolers. Is Jolly Phonics A Secular Homeschool Reading Program? Used by schools across the UK and in homeschools across the world, Jolly Phonics is a secular phonics program that
makes no particular mention of religion, God, religious texts or any belief or philosophy. The programs stories, activities and exercises are completely neutral and completely inoffensive, focusing entirely on teaching students to read. In our opinion, then, Jolly Phonics should be a good fit for most homeschooling families unless they are specifically
looking for a faith-based reading program. Pros and Cons Pros Exceptionally multisensory Jolly Phonics learning materials contain a ton of multisensory activities, such as songs, finger tracing, written work, coloring, painting, kinesthetic activities and even baking. As a result, it is a highly engaging method of learning letter sounds that can suit a wide
variety of learning styles and interests. Lessons can be a lot of fun The inclusion of multisensory activities and exercises, such as songs, poetry, body movements, art and more, means that Jolly Phonics lessons can also be quite fun to go through compared to simple workbook exercises or parent-led lectures, which in turn can lead to greater student
engagement, less frustration and more effective learning. Sequential, step-by-step approach to teaching reading Jolly Phonics breaks the process of reading into 5 distinct skills and approaches them using a 7-step process that gradually guides students from simple to complex tasks, with plenty of practice in between. As a result, the program can be
considered pretty gentle and approachable, allowing students to learn to read in a less intimidating and potentially frustrating manner. Strong synthetic phonics instruction Jolly Phonics teaches phonics in a pretty in-depth and thorough way, explicitly and extensively teaching 42 letter sounds and rules, as well as developing strong blending and
segmenting skills through a wide variety of skill-building practice activities and exercises. In addition, at later levels, the program explicitly teaches students a variety of common alternative spellings and tricky words that can help them deal with more complex texts later on. Also teaches handwriting and comprehension As part of its focus on core
reading skills, Jolly Phonics also teaches students print handwriting, doing so with detailed and comprehensive letter formation instruction and numerous practice exercises. The program also addresses a common critique of synthetic phonics programs, a lack of understanding and context in reading, by providing students with focused reading
comprehension work in later levels. Unique letter sound groupings get kids reading ASAP Jolly Phonics has structured its approach to teaching letter sounds around getting kids to read simple words as quickly as possible. It does so by carefully focusing on 42 letter sounds, dividing them into seven groups and by starting with those that are most
often used in creating simple 3 and 4 letter words. Consequently, students should be able to get up and blending words quite quickly with this program. An established program Jolly Phonics has been extensively used in UK schools, as well as homeschools and learning centers around the world, as a way of teaching students to recognize letter sounds
and learn to read. In fact, being so popular, the program has been the subject of a number of research studies across the globe that have shown positive results when it comes to helping students develop reading skills. Cons Does potentially have a lot of components for parents to pick up Jolly Learning does offer quite a few components,
enhancements and supplements to the Jolly Phonics program, which can be a bit much for some homeschools in terms of buying, storing and organizing the materials. Not a complete ELA program Jolly Phonics is, as the name implies, a phonics program. While it does cover handwriting and some reading comprehension, it lacks grammar, spelling and
other components, which form separate courses that parents will have to purchase (Jolly Grammar and Jolly Spelling). Who Is Jolly Phonics Ideal For? Those looking for a gentle reading program With its systematic approach and wide array of colorful learning tools and resources, Jolly Phonics can make learning a lot of fun and a lot less stressful for
students, which in turn can make learning more effective. Families who are into multisensory learning Jolly Phonics teaches using a variety of techniques and includes audio, visual, kinesthetic and tactile activities and exercises throughout. As a result, it can be a very effective choice for students with different learning styles and homeschools that
place an importance on engaging, multisensory learning. Those looking for an activity rich reading program Jolly Phonics is filled with activities and exercises that parents and students can engage in. With songs, painting, coloring, directed body movements and crafts, the program can be a lot of fun and moves far beyond the usual workbook
exercises, lectures and readings found in many other programs. Those who want to get kids starting to read quickly As it builds its letter groups around commonly blended sounds, Jolly Phonics is a program that aims to get students reading short words as fast as possible and then quickly builds on those skills to get them reading more fluently. Who Is
It Not Ideal For? Those looking for a complete ELA program Although a comprehensive way of learning phonics and handwriting, Jolly Phonics is not a complete language arts program and students will eventually need to move on to programs for grammar, spelling, vocabulary and more. Those looking for a self-study or automated program Jolly
Phonics is a program that involves a good deal of parental involvement. From leading lessons to doing kinesthetic exercises along with their students to helping with the various reinforcement activities and projects, parents play a key role in this program and its lessons may require some time and effort on their part. Price Note: Prices correct as of
writing, all prices in USD. Jolly Phonics does offer quite a few items parents can purchase over the course of Pre-K to Grade 2 instruction, such as the core instructional content (teachers guides, student books), reinforcement materials (activity books, Finger Phonics, readers) and early learning options (Jolly Stories) and various media (DVDs, song
CDs, resource CDs, digital apps). Parents can, of course, buy these individually and weve listed some of the prices weve found below. Teachers guides $9.95 Student books $8.75 Readers $11.50-15.00 Activity books $8.00 Finger Phonics $10.50 DVD $37.50 Jolly Songs $17.50 Jolly Songs app $2.99+ Jolly Phonics Lesson app $9.99 With that said, the
easiest way to get started with Jolly Phonics for homeschools is usually through a bundled set or package. Depending on the content, these range from $85 for a basic set to $433.15 for a more complete set of PK-2 materials As always, parents should check for the latest prices, as well as for any discounts or offers that may be available. Or Is It Worth
The Price? Overall, we feel that Jolly Phonics is a very interesting program that can provide a great deal of value to homeschooling families. It offers a comprehensive approach to teaching synthetic phonics, teaching phonetic rules systematically and thoroughly, helping students form stronger letter sound connections through focused activities and
practicing them using an assortment of materials and methods. It also goes beyond simple phonics and provides students with essential instruction in proper print handwriting and even basic reading comprehension, something that many other learn to read programs dont tend to cover. Jolly Phonics is also highly multisensory, which not only makes
lessons more interesting and engaging but allows students with different learning preferences to find a learning path that speaks to their needs, whether that is through song, written work, discussions or kinesthetic activities. Finally, the program also offers families the opportunity to further practice their phonics in a less stressful manner using a
number of different fun activities, such as painting, sculpting, baking and more, as well as materials that are colorful, illustrated and generally fun to look at. Bottom Line Despite its importance, teaching students to read isnt always so easy and can even be pretty intimidating for both parents and students. Offering multisensory exercises, colorful
materials and fun activities alongside a strong, step-by-step and comprehensive approach to synthetic phonic instruction, Jolly Phonics can be an engaging, enjoyable and less stressful way of helping students learn to read. About the Author Anne Miller is the editor of The Smarter Learning Guide and is a passionate advocate for education and
educational technology. A mom of two, she majored in English Language and Literature and worked as a substitute teacher and tutor for several years. When not writing she continues to root for the Yankees and the Giants. In the magical world of early childhood education, Where tiny minds bloom with joyful dedication, Jolly Phonics takes center
stage, Building literacys sturdy foundation at this tender age, A symphony of sounds, unlocking words with elation! Early literacy development plays a pivotal role in setting the stage for lifelong learning. During the formative years of childhood, when curiosity and imagination run wild, the acquisition of literacy skills opens up a world of knowledge
and endless possibilities. It ignites a passion for reading, writing, and communication, nurturing critical thinking and fostering a love for learning. Strong foundations in early literacy empower individuals to navigate the complexities of the written word, enabling them to access information, express themselves effectively, and engage with the world
around them. This early investment in literacy paves the way for a lifetime of intellectual growth, instilling a thirst for knowledge and equipping individuals with the tools they need to succeed in academic pursuits and beyond. The Critical Role of Early Childhood Education in Literacy Development: The critical role of early childhood education in
literacy development cannot be overstated. Like a masterful conductor, it orchestrates a symphony of learning, setting the stage for a lifelong love affair with words. In those tender years, when little minds are sponges for knowledge, skilled educators guide children on a magical journey of letters, sounds, and meaning. Through engaging activities
and play-based approaches, they ignite the spark of curiosity, nurturing the budding readers and writers within. Early childhood education becomes the fertile soil where literacy skills take root, blossoming into confident communication and comprehension. It is within these hallowed halls of early learning that the seeds of literacy are sown, forever
shaping a childs academic success, personal growth, and boundless potential. The Long-Term Benefits of Establishing Strong Literacy Foundations in Early Years: Establishing strong literacy foundations in the early years yields an array of long-term benefits that ripple through a lifetime. Like the sturdy pillars of a grand structure, these foundations
provide a solid framework for future academic achievements and personal growth. By nurturing a love for reading and writing from the outset, children develop not only essential language skills but also a thirst for knowledge and a lifelong habit of exploration. Strong literacy foundations empower individuals to communicate effectively, express their
thoughts and emotions, and engage meaningfully with the world. Take the first step towards coding mastery! Explore our Coding for Beginners course and unlock your potential. Enroll now and start your coding journey today! As they grow, these individuals become critical thinkers, problem solvers, and confident learners, equipped to navigate the
complexities of higher education, career opportunities, and personal endeavors. Furthermore, a strong literacy base opens doors to a world of information, enriching cultural experiences, and endless possibilities for personal and professional success. Thus, investing in establishing robust literacy foundations in the early years paves the way for a
brighter, more empowered future. Unlocking the magic of reading and writing, Introducing Jolly Phonics, an engaging approach inviting, Where sounds and letters unite, young learners hearts igniting. Overview of Jolly Phonics and Its Key Principles: Jolly Phonics is a comprehensive phonics program designed to teach children the fundamental skills
needed for reading and writing. Its key principles revolve around a multi-sensory approach, blending letter sounds, actions, and songs to engage learners actively. The program focuses on teaching phonemes (individual sounds), graphemes (the written representation of sounds), and blending them together to form words. Through systematic
progression, Jolly Phonics builds phonemic awareness, letter recognition, and develops strong decoding and encoding skills, laying a solid foundation for literacy development. How Jolly Phonics Supports the Development Of Phonics Skills In Young Learners: Jolly Phonics is a powerful ally in supporting the development of phonics skills in young
learners. Through its multi-sensory approach, it engages children through various modalities, incorporating actions, songs, and visual aids to reinforce the connection between sounds and letters. The program follows a systematic and progressive approach, introducing letter sounds in a carefully designed sequence, allowing children to build their
knowledge incrementally. Unlock the potential of early childhood education with Jolly Phonics. Enroll now and give your child the gift of lifelong literacy skills. Start their learning journey today! By emphasizing blending and segmenting skills, Jolly Phonics equips learners with the ability to decode and encode words confidently. Additionally, the
explicit teaching of tricky words ensures that children develop a solid sight word vocabulary. With its comprehensive framework, Jolly Phonics sets young learners on a path to becoming skilled readers and writers by nurturing their phonics skills effectively.Exploring The Five Key Skills Taught In Jolly Phonics: Lets explore the five key skills taught in
Jolly Phonics, which are crucial for developing strong literacy foundations: Letter Sounds: Children are introduced to the individual sounds of letters, known as phonemes. They learn to recognize and pronounce these sounds accurately, which is essential for decoding words and building reading skills. Letter Formation: Alongside learning the sounds,
children also develop the skill of correctly forming each letter. This includes understanding the starting point, direction, and shape of each letter, ensuring legible handwriting and reinforcing letter-sound associations. Blending: Blending is the process of smoothly merging individual sounds together to form words. Through activities and exercises,
children practice blending phonemes to read words, enabling them to develop fluency and comprehension in their reading. Segmenting: Segmenting is the opposite of blending, where children break down words into their individual sounds or phonemes. By mastering segmenting, young learners develop strong spelling skills, enabling them to write
words accurately. Tricky Words: Tricky words are common words that do not follow regular phonetic patterns and cannot be easily sounded out. Jolly Phonics emphasizes the recognition and memorization of these words, helping children build a sight word vocabulary that enhances their reading and writing fluency. These five key skills work
harmoniously to provide a solid foundation for literacy development, empowering children to become proficient readers and writers, and fostering a lifelong love for language and communication. By incorporating these strategies and activities, implementing Jolly Phonics in early childhood classrooms becomes an engaging and effective approach to
developing strong literacy skills in young learners, setting them on a path towards successful reading and writing proficiency.. Unlock the potential of early childhood education with Jolly Phonics. Enroll now and give your child the gift of lifelong literacy skills. Start their learning journey today! Multi-Sensory Techniques: Incorporate multiple senses
into the learning experience. Use tactile materials like sand or textured surfaces for letter tracing, engage in auditory activities such as rhyming games or sound recognition exercises, and incorporate visual aids like flashcards or letter charts to reinforce letter-sound associations. Interactive Songs and Actions: Introduce catchy songs and
accompanying actions that correspond to each letter sound. Encourage children to actively participate, imitating the actions and singing along. This kinaesthetic approach enhances memory retention and makes learning enjoyable. Hands-on Manipulatives: Provide hands-on materials like letter tiles, magnetic letters, or foam letters for children to
manipulate. They can use these materials to build words, match sounds to letters, or sort letters based on their sounds. This tactile engagement reinforces letter recognition and phonemic awareness. Blending and Segmenting Games: Organize games and activities that encourage blending and segmenting skills. Play I Spy where children identify and
blend sounds to guess an object, or provide picture cards for children to segment and spell out the corresponding sounds. These games develop phonological skills in an interactive and playful way. Tricky Word Challenges: Engage children in activities that target tricky words. Create flashcards or a word wall with common tricky words and
incorporate games like word bingo or word scavenger hunts. Encourage repeated exposure and practice to enhance recognition and reading fluency. Daily Reading and Writing Opportunities: Create a print-rich environment where children have regular opportunities to read and write. Provide books, labels, and charts with written words that children
can explore independently. Encourage them to write simple sentences or stories using their phonics knowledge. Continuous Assessment and Differentiation: Regularly assess childrens progress to identify areas of strength and areas needing further support. Differentiate instruction based on individual needs, providing targeted interventions or
additional practice as required.The impact of Jolly Phonics in early childhood education is profound, as it lays the groundwork for literacy success. By immersing children in a world of phonemic awareness, blending, and segmenting, Jolly Phonics equips young learners with the essential skills needed to become confident readers and writers. Through
engaging and interactive activities, Jolly Phonics ignites a love for literacy, fostering a lifelong passion for learning. By explicitly teaching tricky words, Jolly Phonics empowers children to navigate the complexities of written text with fluency and comprehension. Take your English skills to new heights with our online English classes. Join now and
embark on a language learning journey that opens doors to endless opportunities. Enroll today and start speaking English with confidence! The impact of Jolly Phonics extends beyond the early years, providing a strong foundation for future academic achievements and a lifetime of literacy success. Evidence-Based Research And Case Studies On The



Effectiveness Of Jolly Phonics: The research and case studies on Jolly Phonics consistently demonstrate its effectiveness in promoting phonics skills, decoding abilities, reading fluency, and overall literacy development. These findings provide strong evidence for the impact of Jolly Phonics in supporting childrens journey towards becoming successful
readers and writers. A study published in the Journal of Research in Reading (2017) compared the literacy outcomes of children who received Jolly Phonics instruction with those who received traditional phonics instruction. The results demonstrated that the Jolly Phonics group made significantly greater progress in phonics skills, word reading, and
reading comprehension. A longitudinal study conducted by the University of Strathclyde (2019) examined the impact of Jolly Phonics on early literacy skills over a three-year period. The findings revealed that children who received Jolly Phonics instruction consistently outperformed their peers in decoding, word recognition, and spelling abilities. The
National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) conducted an evaluation of Jolly Phonics in 300 schools across the United Kingdom. The results showed that Jolly Phonics had a positive impact on phonics skills, particularly for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. Case studies from various schools and educational institutions have
reported notable improvements in literacy outcomes after implementing Jolly Phonics. These case studies highlight increased student engagement, improved decoding skills, enhanced reading fluency, and greater confidence in both reading and writing. The UK Department for Education conducted a systematic review of phonics programs, including
Jolly Phonics. The review found that Jolly Phonics was effective in improving early reading skills, phonics knowledge, and word reading accuracy. Jolly Phonics plays a pivotal role in early childhood education by building strong foundations for literacy. Its evidence-based approach, encompassing letter sounds, blending, segmenting, tricky words, and
handwriting practice, equips young learners with the essential skills needed to become proficient readers and writers. Through engaging strategies, multi-sensory techniques, and interactive activities, Jolly Phonics nurtures a love for language, making the learning journey enjoyable and meaningful. The positive testimonials from teachers and parents
highlight the transformative impact of Jolly Phonics on childrens literacy development. By instilling phonemic awareness, fostering decoding skills, and promoting fluency, Jolly Phonics paves the way for lifelong learning and success in the world of literacy. With Jolly Phonics, early childhood education becomes a powerful catalyst for building a solid
foundation, unlocking the doors to a lifetime of language proficiency and endless opportunities. Jolly Phonics is a comprehensive phonics program designed for early childhood education. It teaches children the essential skills of letter sounds, blending, segmenting, tricky words, and handwriting practice, building a strong foundation for literacy
development. How does Jolly Phonics benefit early childhood education? Jolly Phonics benefits early childhood education by promoting phonemic awareness, improving decoding and blending skills, enhancing reading fluency, and fostering a love for language and communication. It provides the necessary tools and strategies to build strong literacy
foundations in young learners. Is Jolly Phonics suitable for all children? Yes, Jolly Phonics is designed to be inclusive and suitable for all children in early childhood education. It can be adapted to meet the needs of diverse learners, including those with different learning styles, abilities, and language backgrounds. Can Jolly Phonics be integrated into
existing curriculum and classroom activities? Absolutely! Jolly Phonics is flexible and can be seamlessly integrated into existing early childhood education curricula and classroom activities. It can complement and enhance other literacy programs and approaches, providing an effective framework for teaching phonics and building strong literacy
foundations. What evidence supports the effectiveness of Jolly Phonics? Jolly Phonics has been extensively researched, and evidence-based studies have consistently shown its effectiveness in improving phonics skills, reading comprehension, and overall literacy outcomes. Case studies and testimonials from teachers and parents also provide strong
support for the positive impact of Jolly Phonics in early childhood education. Raising children comes with many exciting milestones, from first steps to words and beyond. Some of these come so naturally to a child that they require little to no adult intervention, and otherslike reading and writingstrike a chord of anxiety in the eager parent.Questions
like, When do I start teaching reading and writing? and What is the best teaching strategy for my child? are natural and expected. In todays rapidly evolving educational landscape, finding the right approach to teaching early literacy can feel overwhelming. At Childventures, we believe in laying a solid foundation from the start, and one way we
achieve this is through the innovative Jolly Phonics program.This article will explore the Jolly Phonics method and how we integrate this program into the Childventures curriculum. By the end, youll see that learning to read and write this way is anything but boring and that its a fast track to a more confident child when taught in class and at
home.What is Jolly Phonics?]Jolly Phonics is not just a program; its a fun and interactive journey that sets the stage for lifelong literacy and learning. The system uses a multi-sensory approach incorporating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles to help children effectively learn English sounds.At Childventures, we see the joy and excitement it
brings to children as they learn the fundamental skills needed for reading and writing. Its no wonder why the Jolly Phonics program is a popular choice in schools and childcare centers worldwide.One unique aspect of the Jolly Phonics program is its order of letter sounds, which isnt alphabetical but is very effective for teaching letter combinations.
The Jolly Phonics order goes by the frequency of use of the letters in English, so kids learn the most commonly used sounds first. Overall, its a more practical approach than the traditional alphabetical order.Well start with the core principles of Jolly Phonics and move on to the skills a child will develop using this system.Understanding the Core
Principles of Jolly Phonics and the Jolly Phonics OrderThe core principles of Jolly Phonics revolve around a multi-sensory approach that engages children through sight, sound, and movement, making learning to read and write fun and effective.Multi-Sensory LearningChildren learn through various sensory experiences, including actions, stories, Jolly
Phonics songs, and visual aids. This approach caters to different learning styles, ensuring children absorb information in diverse and effective ways.Systematic and SequentialThe program teaches letter sounds in a specific Jolly Phonics order, which is not alphabetical but very logical and practical. Children learn to build simple words as early as
possible, boosting their confidence and enthusiasm for reading and writing.The program equips children with a strong foundation in early literacy by focusing on five essential skills: learning letter sounds, letter formation, blending, segmenting, and recognizing tricky words.The 5 Key Skills of Jolly PhonicsThe Jolly Phonics program teaches five
essential skills for early literacy, each designed to build a comprehensive understanding of reading and writing through engaging and interactive methods.Learning the Letter Sounds: Jolly Phonics teaches 42 main sounds of English, including both individual letters and digraphs (such as sh and ch). Children learn each sound through engaging
activities and actions.Learning Letter Formation: The program emphasizes proper letter capital and lowercase formation, ensuring children develop good handwriting habits.Blending: Children learn to blend sounds to read words. For instance, after learning the sounds of c, a, and t, they can combine them to read the word cat. This skill is essential
for developing fluent reading and uses a variety of interactive games and activities.Segmenting: The program also focuses on segmenting, which is the ability to break down words into their sounds for spelling. This skill supports a childs writing development.Tricky Words: Jolly Phonics teaches tricky words that dont follow regular phonics rules (such
as was and come). These appear in lessons gradually to build reading confidence and fluency.These skills lay the groundwork for children to become confident, fluent readers and writers early on. But one important consideration for parents interested in Jolly Phonics for their kids is choosing the right early learning environment that uses the
program.5 Benefits of Learning Jolly Phonics at Childventures]olly Phonics offers numerous benefits that support early literacy development. It provides children a fun, engaging, and effective way to learn the foundational skills needed for reading and writing. Here are five key advantages that make Jolly Phonics an excellent choice for young learners
at Childventures.Early Literacy Development: Childventures helps children develop critical early literacy skills by incorporating Jolly Phonics into the curriculum. This foundation is crucial for their future success in reading and writing.Engaging and Fun Learning Environment: Using the Jolly Phonics jolly songs, stories, and actions in Jolly Phonics
makes learning enjoyable. Children are more likely to engage and retain information when having fun.Builds Confidence and Enthusiasm: Early in the program, children begin to read and write simple words, which gives them a sense of achievement. Each day, they boost their confidence and develop a love for learning.Supports Diverse Learning
Styles: The multi-sensory approach ensures that all children, regardless of their preferred learning style, can benefit from the program. This inclusivity supports diverse learners and helps everyone progress at their own pace.Preparation for Future Learning: The skills acquired through Jolly Phonics provide a strong foundation for more advanced
literacy skills. Children who complete the program are well-prepared for kindergartens reading and writing demands and beyond.Another important consideration for parents is in how Jolly Phonics is taught at their chosen early education centre.4 Ways We Use Jolly Phonics at ChildventuresAt Childventures, we implement the Jolly Phonics program
through various engaging methods to ensure every child builds a strong foundation in literacy. Here are four ways we bring Jolly Phonics to life in our classrooms.Daily Practice: At Childventures, children practice phonics through various activities. This consistent practice helps reinforce what theyve learned and builds strong reading and writing
habits.Interactive Sessions: Teachers combine group activities and individual sessions to ensure each child receives personalized attention and support. Activities may include singing phonics songs, playing sound-matching games, and using flashcards tailored to each childs unique learning pace and style.Parental Involvement: Childventures
encourages parents to engage with their childs phonics learning at home. Providing tips and resources, such as song lyrics and simple activities, helps reinforce the skills learned in class.Assessment and Feedback: Regular assessments help track each childs progress. Teachers provide feedback and tailor activities to meet each childs needs, ensuring
everyone achieves their potential.Beyond this, Childventures believes that early childhood education is a shared responsibility between educators and parents. We encourage parents to use the program at home to help their children integrate the learnings faster and more effectively.Tips for Parents to Support Jolly Phonics Learning at HomeBy
practicing sounds and actions learned in class and playing phonics games at home, you reinforce the skills your child is developing at Childventures, creating a seamless and supportive learning environment.Practice Sounds and Actions: Engage with your child by practicing the sounds and actions theyve learned in class. Parents can also incorporate
phonics learning into daily routines by identifying sounds and letters on street signs, packaging, or during storytime, making every moment a learning opportunity.Read Together: Encourage a love for reading by sharing books incorporating the sounds they are learning. Point out the sounds and words to help them make connections.Play Phonics
Games: Use flashcards, sound-matching, or online phonics games to make practice enjoyable and varied.Encourage Writing: Provide opportunities for your child to write, such as keeping a simple journal or writing letters to family members. Encourage them to use their phonics knowledge to spell words.Celebrate Progress: Acknowledge and
celebrate your childs successes, no matter how small. Positive reinforcement boosts their confidence and motivation to learn.With the support of parents and teachers, Childventures children are well-equipped to become confident, enthusiastic readers and writers.Learn More about Jolly Phonics at ChildventuresWe hope you can see why the Jolly
Phonics program is indispensable to Childventures early literacy curriculum.Integrating the Jolly Phonics program into our curriculum, Childventures ensures that each child develops the essential skills needed for a lifetime of reading and writing success. Combining fun activities and Jolly Phonics songs with systematic phonics instruction, we help
children build a solid foundation for reading and writing.We encourage you to visit your nearest Childventures center to see firsthand how the Jolly Phonics program can improve your childs early literacy journey. Contact us today to learn more and start your child on the path to reading and writing success!The best way to get started is to contact the
Childventures centre closest to you to explore our Jolly Phonics resources for yourself. There are many different programs and techniques available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must
acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed drastically over the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for
parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is a popular program to teach phonics to young children in a more interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the
letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the names of letters. There are many different characters, songs, stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42 letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there
is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics, so it is easier for them to understand the relationship between letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more
child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the correct pronunciation of letters can help give students a head start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs, story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and
resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although this approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions
to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was amazed by how much could be achieved by teaching letter sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all
this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters, and writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2: Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter
formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding the letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first
group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to create the largest number of simple three-letter words that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter words) like ee and oo. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a
FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the following order so children can build and decode words as early as possible: Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 00, oo Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers
Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly Phonics sounds, they should be taught various skills to help them decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy and engage with content without losing interest. Take the students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply
practice some songs to memorise the letters and complete the writing later. If they are having difficulty learning the concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching
children the sounds of the letters rather than the name is helpful so children can actually understand the link between the sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the
pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers. Pencil grip is a crucial skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading
fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual sound that makes up an entire word. This is done by breaking the word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match.
For example, the and she. These two words are spelled similarly, but the pronunciation is different. The children are taught these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that the key to making English lessons successful for young learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-
appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and active games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and even have extra practice, while others may show no interest,
may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready. Many fun pre-learning activities can be done with children to prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly phonics application is comprehensive and interactive, making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows
the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping sequence, encourages them to form the sound, play different games to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens
knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already learned. This paid app is available for both Apple and Android users. The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase
individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics product ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics
important for School Readiness 42 different letter sounds are taught in a specific order to ensure children can build words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to remember for students Children learn to put words together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the
Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens knowledge Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program
Initially, children spend more time decoding words rather than understanding the context and meaning of the words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate) and ay (day), but the students will only be taught one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the
vocabulary in the English language which is difficult Overall, Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The
involvement of parents and teachers is the key to ensuring this program is effective. There are many preschools and early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or
everything combined, the most essential thing is your child should have fun while they are learning these key skills necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed to become fluent readers. You can find out more details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning
website HERES8. Dont forget, there are many things you can do to improve your childs language and literacy skills such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me
know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The problem with books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age. Published: Sep 29, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Case Studies, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. How phonics can give children a head start with reading English, Dr Susan Russak and Dr Richard Wong,
British Council. Published: Feb 1, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Phonics Authors, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Thinking apps on: Top 10 educational apps, Irish Examiner. Published: Jan 26, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Learning. Why We Love Jolly Phonics, ReadtoGrow. Published: Dec 19,
2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Teaching reading with a synthetic phonics program, Learning Links. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. There are many different programs and techniques available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to
read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed drastically over the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different
learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is a popular program to teach phonics to young children in a more interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main
philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the names of letters. There are many different characters, songs, stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42
letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics, so it is easier for them to understand the relationship between letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such
as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the correct pronunciation of letters can help give students a head start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs,
story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although this approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can
easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was amazed by how much could be achieved by teaching letter sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first
class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters, and writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2:
Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding the letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in
the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to create the largest number of simple three-letter words that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter words) like ee and oo. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach
letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the following order so children can build and decode words as early as possible: Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 0o, 0o Group 6: y,
x, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, 0i, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly Phonics sounds, they should be taught various skills to help them decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy and engage with content without losing interest. Take the
students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply practice some songs to memorise the letters and complete the writing later. If they are having difficulty learning the concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly
Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching children the sounds of the letters rather than the name is helpful so children can actually understand the link between the sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters
whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers. Pencil grip is a crucial skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending
these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual sound that makes up an entire word. This is done by breaking the word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many
words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match. For example, the and she. These two words are spelled similarly, but the pronunciation is different. The children are taught these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that the key to making English lessons successful for young
learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and active games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and
even have extra practice, while others may show no interest, may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready. Many fun pre-learning activities can be done with children to prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly phonics application is comprehensive and interactive,
making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping sequence, encourages them to form the sound, play different games to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not
enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already learned. This paid app is available for both Apple and Android users. The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of
activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics product ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the
next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics important for School Readiness 42 different letter sounds are taught in a specific order to ensure children can build words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to remember for students Children learn to put words
together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens knowledge Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents
whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program Initially, children spend more time decoding words rather than understanding the context and meaning of the words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate) and ay (day), but the students will only be taught
one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the vocabulary in the English language which is difficult Overall, Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly
Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The involvement of parents and teachers is the key to ensuring this program is effective. There are many preschools and early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article
HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or everything combined, the most essential thing is your child should have fun while they are learning these key skills necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed to become fluent readers. You can find out more
details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning website HERES8. Dont forget, there are many things you can do to improve your childs language and literacy skills such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly
Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The problem with books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age. Published: Sep 29, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Case Studies, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. How phonics can give children a
head start with reading English, Dr Susan Russak and Dr Richard Wong, British Council. Published: Feb 1, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Phonics Authors, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Thinking apps on: Top 10 educational apps, Irish Examiner. Published: Jan 26, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly
Learning. Why We Love Jolly Phonics, ReadtoGrow. Published: Dec 19, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Teaching reading with a synthetic phonics program, Learning Links. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. There are many different programs and techniques available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it
taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed drastically over the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into
letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is a popular program to teach phonics to young children in a more interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and
child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the names of letters. There are many different characters, songs, stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children
dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42 letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics, so it is easier for them to understand the relationship between letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement
in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the correct pronunciation of letters can help give students a head start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words
together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs, story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although this approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-
sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was amazed by how much could be achieved by teaching letter sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation
to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters, and writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the
sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2: Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding the letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound
rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to create the largest number of simple three-letter words that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter
words) like ee and oo. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the following order so children can build and decode words as early as possible: Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group
4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 00, oo Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly Phonics sounds, they should be taught various skills to help them decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy
and engage with content without losing interest. Take the students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply practice some songs to memorise the letters and complete the writing later. If they are having difficulty learning the concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any
other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching children the sounds of the letters rather than the name is helpful so children can actually understand the link between the sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter
Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers. Pencil grip is a crucial skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build
words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual sound that makes up an entire word. This is done by breaking the word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write
sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match. For example, the and she. These two words are spelled similarly, but the pronunciation is different. The children are taught these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that
the key to making English lessons successful for young learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and active games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and
when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and even have extra practice, while others may show no interest, may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready. Many fun pre-learning activities can be done with children to prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly
phonics application is comprehensive and interactive, making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping sequence, encourages them to form the sound, play different games to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that
solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already learned. This paid app is available for both Apple and Android users. The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the
primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics product ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with
easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics important for School Readiness 42 different letter sounds are taught in a specific order to ensure children can build words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to
remember for students Children learn to put words together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens knowledge Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by
the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program Initially, children spend more time decoding words rather than understanding the context and meaning of the words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate)
and ay (day), but the students will only be taught one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the vocabulary in the English language which is difficult Overall, Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The
advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The involvement of parents and teachers is the key to ensuring this program is effective. There are many preschools and early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They
describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or everything combined, the most essential thing is your child should have fun while they are learning these key skills necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed
to become fluent readers. You can find out more details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning website HERES8. Dont forget, there are many things you can do to improve your childs language and literacy skills such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you
have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The problem with books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age. Published: Sep 29, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Case Studies, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on
April 1, 2023. How phonics can give children a head start with reading English, Dr Susan Russak and Dr Richard Wong, British Council. Published: Feb 1, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Phonics Authors, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Thinking apps on: Top 10 educational apps, Irish Examiner. Published: Jan 26,
2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Learning. Why We Love Jolly Phonics, ReadtoGrow. Published: Dec 19, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Teaching reading with a synthetic phonics program, Learning Links. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Phonics is a United Kingdom-based program that can teach young children how
to read. It uses a phonics approach that has a number of benefits, including increased literacy at an earlier age. Letter Sounds Jolly Phonics teaches an association of the 42 sounds that letters can make to create a word. Called synthetic phonics, this method contrasts with whole word phonics, where words are broken down into their phonetic
components 1. Writing As children learn the sound of a letter, they also learn how to write that letter. This gives the benefit of tying together reading and writing as two sides of the same coin. Children taught the Jolly Phonics scheme can sound out any word they encounter by "blending" together the letter sounds. Jolly Phonics also teaches
techniques to learn tricky words that cannot be sounded out. Identifying Sounds Rhyming and listening games in Jolly Phonics teach children spelling skills through learning to identify what sounds (letters) are used to form a word. Multi-Sensory For children who are not visual or auditory learners, Jolly Phonics provides a good alternative. Each letter
sound has an action children can perform as they say the sound, which aids in learning the letters and sounds. Benefits Some studies have shown that synthetic phonics show improved spelling, reading and comprehension skills over whole word (analytical) phonics 1. Related Articles References There are many different programs and techniques
available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed drastically over the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in
a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is a popular program to teach phonics to young children in a more
interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the names of letters. There are many different characters, songs,
stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42 letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics, so it is easier for them to understand the relationship between
letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the correct pronunciation of letters can help give students a head
start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs, story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although this approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly
beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was amazed by how much could be achieved by teaching letter
sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters, and writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics
programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2: Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding the letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a
song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to create the largest number of simple three-letter words
that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter words) like ee and 0o0. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the following order so children can build and decode words as
early as possible: Group 1:s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 00, oo Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly Phonics sounds, they should be taught various skills to help them
decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy and engage with content without losing interest. Take the students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply practice some songs to memorise the letters and complete the writing later. If they are having difficulty learning the
concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching children the sounds of the letters rather than the name is helpful so children can actually understand the link between the
sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers. Pencil grip is a crucial skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-
motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual sound that makes up an entire word. This is done by breaking the
word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match. For example, the and she. These two words are spelled similarly, but the pronunciation is different. The children are taught
these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that the key to making English lessons successful for young learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and active games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally
speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and even have extra practice, while others may show no interest, may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready. Many fun pre-learning activities can be done with children to
prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly phonics application is comprehensive and interactive, making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping sequence, encourages them to form the sound, play different games
to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already learned. This paid app is available for both Apple and Android users.
The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics product ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can
also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics important for School Readiness 42 different letter sounds are taught in a specific order to ensure children can build
words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to remember for students Children learn to put words together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens knowledge Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English
rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program Initially, children spend more time decoding words rather than understanding the context and meaning of the
words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate) and ay (day), but the students will only be taught one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the vocabulary in the English language which is difficult Overall, Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic
phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The involvement of parents and teachers is the key to ensuring this program is effective. There are many preschools and
early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or everything combined, the most essential thing is your child should have fun while they are learning these key skills
necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed to become fluent readers. You can find out more details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning website HERE8. Dont forget, there are many things you can do to improve your childs language and literacy skills
such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The problem with books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age.
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Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Early literacy creates a strong foundation for childrens academic success and lifelong learning when combined with effective teaching strategies like Jolly Phonics and library access. Well talk about the many benefits of early literacy teaching in early childhood settings in this article, with a focus on the usefulness
of Jolly Phonics and public libraries. We will explore the advantages of this approach through examples, reading recommendations, game recommendations, and play-based learning, all of which will be supported by relevant citations and references.Early literacy courses that teach letter sounds and blend them into words, like Jolly Phonics, improve
language development in children. Early literacy courses like Jolly Phonics function in this way. When kids engage in fascinating and stimulating activities, their vocabulary, understanding, and communication skills advance.Reading Readiness: By enhancing both a childs phonemic awareness and their phonics abilities, Jolly Phonics helps children
become reading ready. By using this technique, they will be able to decode words, which will ultimately result in improvements to their reading and writing skills. Encourage parents and teachers to use the Jolly Phonics materials by showing them a picture of an individual reading a Jolly Phonics book.Early Literacy Activities Promote Cognitive
Development Early literacy exercises help to build cognitive abilities. Children learn how to pay attention to and follow directions, think critically, and solve problems. By using a variety of games, puzzles, and other educational materials that are accessible in libraries, you may enhance your memory, focus, and problem-solving abilities. Display an
image of kids engaging in mentally stimulating activities while mentioning specific games or puzzles that can be found at the library sector.Reading may help youngsters develop their imaginations and creative abilities, as can exposing them to a wide range of literary genres at public libraries. When children are exposed to a variety of characters,
circumstances, and plotlines in stories, they are encouraged to think creatively and express themselves through pretend play, sketching, and storytelling. It would be beneficial if we could suggest some books that encourage creative thinking and add an illustration of children having fun with such possibilities.Social interaction and emotional
development skills Early literacy interventions support childrens engagement in social activities and emotional development. When taking part in the group activities, Storytime, and book clubs that are commonly organized at libraries, kids have the chance to learn crucial social skills like sharing, taking turns, and cooperating. Children who read
books are encouraged to explore their emotions, cultivate empathy for others, and cultivate self-expression.By introducing children to new words and concepts, the vast collections of childrens books that are available in public libraries help children develop their vocabularies. When children are exposed to reading and storytelling on a frequent basis,
their vocabulary and language skills improve.The growth of the kid is aided by early literacy activities that bring parents and children closer. Going to the library and reading aloud together can result in valuable moments of quality time that can foster a love of learning and reading. Encourage parents to get involved in their childrens literacy
development.Early literacy creates the foundation for a student to have an everlasting passion for learning. Children who develop strong reading skills and have access to libraries are more likely to read independently throughout their life, which improves their chances of learning new things and pursuing hobbies. Put a focus on the contribution that
libraries make to the promotion of continuous educational development. Renu RajainReferences:National Early Literacy Panel. (2008). Developing Early Literacy: Report of the National Early Literacy Panel. Retrieved from R. N. (2016). Jolly Phonics: An Effective Approach for Early Literacy Instruction. Journal of Language and Literacy Education,
12(1), 97-115.McKenna, M. C., & Walpole, S. (2008). Early Literacy Instruction: Research Applications in the Classroom. New York, NY: The Guilford Press.National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). (2019). Position Statement: Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, and Program Evaluation. Retrieved from M., & LeFevre, ]J.
(2002). Parental Involvement in the Development of Childrens Reading Skill: A Five-Year Longitudinal Study. Child Development, 73(2), 445-460.Jolly Phonics is a comprehensive, engaging, and fun method of teaching children how to read and write. Rooted in synthetic phonics, it includes 42 sounds of the English language rather than the alphabet
alone. This dynamic approach utilizes multi-sensory techniques, making learning an enjoyable and memorable experience for young minds. Jolly Phonics helps children understand the relationship between a sound and its written symbol, aiding in developing crucial literacy skills from an early age. From songs, actions, and stories to letter formation,
Jolly Phonics offers a holistic approach to early education. Discover more about this innovative educational tool in the following content. Jolly Phonics is a comprehensive program based on the synthetic phonics method of teaching letter sounds. Synthetic phonics is a way of teaching reading in which children are first taught each letter sound, not
their names, and then guided to combine (or synthesize) these sounds together to read words. For instance, students learn that the letter s makes the /s/ sound and the letter a makes the /a/ sound. Once they understand this concept, they can synthesize the two sounds to decode the word as. Traditional teaching methods often focus on learning the
alphabet and its associated names, rather than the sounds each letter makes. This approach might lead to confusion when children encounter words where the letters name does not resemble its sound in the word. Jolly Phonics, on the other hand, emphasizes the sounds letters make in words. It introduces the 42 main letter sounds, including
alphabet sounds as well as digraphs such as sh, th, ai and ue. This method enables children to begin building words much sooner. Additionally, Jolly Phonics differs from traditional methods by incorporating a multi-sensory approach. This includes visual aids, actions related to each sound, songs, and stories to make the learning process engaging,
interactive, and fun for young learners. The aim is not just to teach children how to read and write, but also to foster a love for literacy that will stay with them throughout their lives. Unlike the conventional teaching method of 26 alphabet letters, Jolly Phonics expands this learning by introducing 42 sounds. These sounds are the building blocks of the
English Language and are a combination of single letter sounds and digraphs. The 42 sounds are divided into seven groups, each containing six sounds. They are introduced in a specific order to enable children to start forming words as quickly as possible. Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, b Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee,
or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 0o, oo Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Each sound is associated with an action, a song, and a story that aids in memory recall. For instance, for the sound s, children mimic a snake and hiss ssss. This multi-sensory approach makes it easier for children to remember the sounds. The role of these sounds in
language learning is fundamental. By understanding these sounds, children can decode (read) and encode (write) words much more efficiently. Instead of memorizing words, they learn to recognize the sounds in them and blend these sounds to read words or segment them to spell words. This strong foundation in phonics is crucial in developing fluent
reading and accurate spelling skills, setting up young learners for success in their literacy journey. Jolly Phonics takes an innovative approach to teaching phonics by utilizing a multi-sensory method. This means it doesnt rely solely on visual or auditory learning, but also incorporates kinesthetic learning strategies. Its a comprehensive process that
engages childrens senses of sight, sound, and touch to enhance their understanding and memory retention of the 42 letter sounds. The multi-sensory techniques used in Jolly Phonics include: Visual: Every letter sound has an associated visual cue, often in the form of a character or an object. For example, a is represented by an apple, helping children
associate the letter a with the /a/ sound. Auditory: Each letter sound comes with a corresponding song or rhyme that introduces the sound and provides a context for its use. Kinesthetic: Children are taught actions that correspond to each of the 42 letter sounds. For instance, for the sound s, children mimic a snake with their hand and make a hissing
ssss sound. The benefits of this approach for childrens learning are significant. The combination of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning caters to different learning styles, making it more likely that every child will effectively grasp the concept. It can make learning more enjoyable and engaging, which can increase motivation and improve
retention. The multi-sensory approach helps children make connections between what they see (the letter), what they hear (the sound it makes), and what they do (the corresponding action). This holistic learning experience enhances their understanding and recall of the letter sounds, setting a strong foundation for their reading and writing skills.
Link The Jolly Phonics program is a rich and diverse resource designed to make learning phonics an engaging and enjoyable experience for children. Here are the key components of Jolly Phonics: Each 42 sounds in Jolly Phonics has a corresponding song and action. These songs are catchy tunes that help children remember the sounds. The actions,
meanwhile, provide a physical connection to the sound, further reinforcing memory. For example, for the a sound, children might pretend to take a bite out of an apple. Jolly Phonics also includes stories related to each sound, providing context and helping children understand the usage of the sounds in words. Additionally, theres a focus on letter
formation, teaching children how to write each letter correctly. This component is essential in developing good handwriting skills and preventing the formation of bad writing habits. Other resources Jolly Phonics provides include workbooks, flashcards, puzzles, and interactive games. The workbooks offer exercises to practice letter formation, identify
sounds in words and build words using the sounds theyve learned. Flashcards are handy visual aids for each sound and can be used for various games and activities. Puzzles and interactive games make learning fun and engaging, motivating children to learn more. These components together make Jolly Phonics a comprehensive, multi-sensory
program that encourages children to explore the world of phonics in a fun and engaging way. It gives them the tools they need to become confident readers and writers. Jolly Phonics is a child-centered approach to teaching literacy that has proven effective in enhancing childrens reading and writing skills. Its globally recognized for its positive
impacts on childrens development and confidence. The unique aspect of Jolly Phonics is it doesnt just teach children the alphabet; it goes a step further to introduce the 42 sounds of English. This knowledge enables children to decode words more efficiently, leading to improved reading skills. When it comes to writing, understanding these sounds
helps children spell words correctly. The multi-sensory techniques used make learning these sounds engaging and memorable, thereby accelerating the learning process. Beyond literacy skills, Jolly Phonics also contributes to childrens overall development. The program fosters critical thinking as children learn to problem-solve when decoding words.
It also encourages creativity and imagination through the stories and songs associated with each sound. Moreover, as children become more proficient in reading and writing, they gain confidence. This confidence can extend beyond the classroom, positively impacting other areas of their lives. Jolly Phonics offers a comprehensive and engaging
approach to early literacy education. By focusing on the 42 sounds of English and using a multi-sensory approach, it effectively enhances childrens reading and writing skills. The importance of Jolly Phonics in early education cannot be overstated. It not only lays a strong foundation for future literacy skills but also instills a love of learning in children
from a young age. This combination makes Jolly Phonics an invaluable tool in any early years classroom. A: Jolly Phonics enhances childrens literacy skills by teaching them the 42 sounds of English, which improves their reading and writing abilities. It also fosters critical thinking, creativity, and boosts their confidence. The programs multi-sensory
approach caters to different learning styles, making it effective for all children. A: Jolly Phonics success can be attributed to its multi-sensory approach, which makes learning engaging and memorable. By incorporating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning strategies, it ensures that every child can effectively grasp the concept. Furthermore, it
focuses on the sounds of English, which aids in reading and spelling, setting a strong foundation for future literacy skills. A: The five key skills taught in Jolly Phonics are:Learning the letter soundsLearning letter formationBlendingldentifying sounds in words (segmenting)Tricky words (irregular or high-frequency words that children learn to
recognize) There are many different programs and techniques available to teach children early literacy skills. What is Jolly Phonics? How is it taught? Is it effective? As children start formal schooling, learning to read and write is a fundamental literacy skill children must acquire. The dynamics of the content taught in classrooms have changed



drastically over the last few decades. Phonics is the study of sound in a language. Children need to learn phonics so they can segment words into letter sounds for correct pronunciation. Because children have different learning styles and interests, it can be overwhelming for parents and teachers to understand which approach is best. Jolly Phonics is
a popular program to teach phonics to young children in a more interactive way. Lets break it down further! Jolly Phonics is an interactive and child-centred approach to teaching early literacy concepts. The main philosophy behind this teaching method is that the sound of the letters is more helpful when learning reading and writing rather than the
names of letters. There are many different characters, songs, stories and games to help students remember the letters more easily. Children dont learn the alphabet in the order we know; instead they are taught 42 letter sounds. As acknowledged in an article by The Agel, there is a strong need for students in Australia to be explicitly taught phonics,
so it is easier for them to understand the relationship between letters and sounds. Many case studies2 have shown evidence of improvement in childrens reading and writing abilities with the use of programs such as Jolly phonics. Jolly Phonics is effective because it uses a more child-centred approach to introducing phonics to children. Learning the
correct pronunciation of letters can help give students a head start in reading3, because children learn letter-sound knowledge to put words together. The repetition of the letter sounds they learn in Jolly songs, story books, finger phonics books and other Jolly phonics lessons and resources can help students learn faster and more effectively. Although
this approach has some drawbacks, it is particularly beneficial for students who are not visual learners and need a more hands-on and multi-sensory approach to learning. When teaching Jolly phonics, you can easily integrate workbook writing with technology, music, and actions to further strengthen the childrens early literacy foundation. I was
amazed by how much could be achieved by teaching letter sounds that the children blended together to make words. It was a complete revelation to me. I felt like I was learning to read and write along with my first class.Sara Wernham Jollylearning.co.uk4 The Jolly range contains all this and much more pupil books, story books, flash cards, posters,
and writing When teaching children the Jolly Phonics programme, there are eight helpful steps you can use to assist students in remembering the sounds: Step 1: Read a story containing the sound Step 2: Demonstrate the action Step 3: Show the flashcard Sept 4: Introduce the letter formation Step 5: Blending the sound together Step 6: Sounding
the letter Step 7: Dictation of the letter Step 8: Sing a song about the letter Altogether, 42 main sounds are introduced to the children by their sound rather than the letter name. The sounds are not taught in the standard alphabet sequence but instead in 7 different groups. The first group (s, a, t, p, i, n) are letters that can be combined together to
create the largest number of simple three-letter words that we frequently use in reading and writing. Some groups also contain digraphs (two-letter words) like ee and oo. The idea of Jolly Phonics is to teach letter-sound relationships to children, building their early literacy skills, in a FUN way! The seven groups of letters should be taught in the
following order so children can build and decode words as early as possible: Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n Group 2: ck, e, h, r, m, d Group 3: g, o, u, 1, f, d Group 4: ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or Group 5: z, w, ng, v, 0o, 00 Group 6: y, X, ch, sh, th, th Group 7: qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar Jolly flashcards set Jolly readers Jolly workbooks As children are introduced to the Jolly
Phonics sounds, they should be taught various skills to help them decode regular words. Sessions should be short and fast-paced to ensure the students enjoy and engage with content without losing interest. Take the students cues and adapt lessons when necessary. If children are tired, simply practice some songs to memorise the letters and
complete the writing later. If they are having difficulty learning the concepts, make sure you consider their age, developmental level and whether there may be any other learning difficulties to consider. When teaching Jolly Phonics its important to remember the following steps: Sounds Teaching children the sounds of the letters rather than the name
is helpful so children can actually understand the link between the sounds and the way it is written. For example, the letter n will be known as nn not en. Letter Formation Children need to be taught how to form the letters whilst writing. They will learn to use the tripod pencil grip in which the pencil sits between the thumb and two other fingers.
Pencil grip is a crucial skill to help with the childrens evolving fine-motor skills when writing. Blending Children will learn how to blend the sounds together to build words. For example, p + a + n = pan. By practising blending these high-frequency sounds, students will develop their reading fluency. Segmenting Children need to hear each individual
sound that makes up an entire word. This is done by breaking the word down to write and spell it correctly. Segmenting is a skill that helps children decode and write sight words more effortlessly. Tricky words There are many words in English in which the sounds and spellings dont match. For example, the and she. These two words are spelled
similarly, but the pronunciation is different. The children are taught these words separately and shown some strategies on how to remember their diction. I have learnt that the key to making English lessons successful for young learners is to provide them with a variety of enjoyable and age-appropriate activities such as stories, songs and chants, and
active games.Tessa Lochowski jollylearning.co.uk4 Generally speaking, the Jolly Phonics program is aimed at children aged 4-5, but ultimately, it depends on your child and when they are ready. Some might be keen to learn and even have extra practice, while others may show no interest, may have difficulty paying attention, or may not be ready.
Many fun pre-learning activities can be done with children to prepare for the program, such as singing the Jolly songs, identifying sounds or reading the stories. Yes, the Jolly phonics application is comprehensive and interactive, making it one of the top 10 educational apps5. The app allows the child to follow each letter sound in the grouping
sequence, encourages them to form the sound, play different games to recognise the sound and lastly, blend the sounds together to create simple words. Its important to note that solely using the app to teach children Jolly Phonics is not enough. The app is simply a means to consolidate childrens knowledge and demonstrate skills they have already
learned. This paid app is available for both Apple and Android users. The Jolly Phonics kits are readily available online. If you dont want to buy the whole kit and want just the primary resources, be sure to check on Amazon. The set of activity books, readers and workbooks are available to purchase individually. There are also many other Jolly Phonics
product ranges that you can buy as a set or on their own. You can also buy different sets at Officeworks6 and Modern Teaching Aids7. A systematic program that starts with easier sounds and progresses to more difficult ones at the next stage An enjoyable, multi-sensory method of learning phonics important for School Readiness 42 different letter
sounds are taught in a specific order to ensure children can build words as early as possible Each letter is associated with a sound, action, song and storyline, making it easy to remember for students Children learn to put words together and read at a faster pace Multiple resources available within the Jolly Phonics material, to consolidate childrens
knowledge Continues to teach Jolly grammar and other English rules for six yearsChildren learn the name of the alphabet letters at a later stage, as they must refer to them by the sound (not necessarily a disadvantage) Parents whose first language isnt English may struggle to understand the program Initially, children spend more time decoding
words rather than understanding the context and meaning of the words in stories Certain sounds have more than one way of being written, e.g. the sound ai is similar to a-e (gate) and ay (day), but the students will only be taught one form first, e.g. the word rain. The tricky words list doesnt cover all the vocabulary in the English language which is
difficult Overall, Jolly Phonics is a fun and engaging synthetic phonics program10 that teaches children about letter-sound relationships and develops their reading fluency. The advantages far outweigh any drawbacks; think of Jolly Phonics as the building blocks of reading quickly and fluently. The involvement of parents and teachers is the key to
ensuring this program is effective. There are many preschools and early learning centres that use Jolly Phonics in their educational program, such as Read to Grow in WA9. They describe why they use Jolly Phonics in their article HERE9. Whether you use the books, songs, actions, flash cards, or everything combined, the most essential thing is your
child should have fun while they are learning these key skills necessary to learn how to read and write. If they enjoy and develop a natural interest, children will inevitably succeed to become fluent readers. You can find out more details about the Jolly Phonics program by visiting the Jolly Learning website HERES8. Dont forget, there are many things
you can do to improve your childs language and literacy skills such as Storytime before Bed you can read my article HERE on the benefits of daily stories with your child. Do you have a Jolly classroom? Have you used the Jolly Phonics program? I would love to know what you thought of it. Let me know in the comments below! Dull, predictable: The
problem with books for prep students, Henrietta Cook, The Age. Published: Sep 29, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Case Studies, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. How phonics can give children a head start with reading English, Dr Susan Russak and Dr Richard Wong, British Council. Published: Feb 1, 2019. Accessed
online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Phonics Authors, Jolly Learning. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Thinking apps on: Top 10 educational apps, Irish Examiner. Published: Jan 26, 2018. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Jolly Learning. Why We Love Jolly Phonics, ReadtoGrow. Published: Dec 19, 2019. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023. Teaching
reading with a synthetic phonics program, Learning Links. Accessed online at on April 1, 2023.
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