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Read	More...	Once	everything	is	plugged	in	and	switched	on	it's	time	to	set	your	levels	and	make	sure	things	are	working	as	they	should	be.	As	you	should	already	be	familiar	with	the	operation	of	your	components	and	how	to	connect	them	(it	is	hugely	important	and	beneficial	to	yourself	to	know	this	before	taking	on	work),	we	will	do	this	as	a	sort	of
powered-on	checklist:	Speakers:	The	general	rule	for	the	total	beginner	is	to	set	the	volumes	on	active	speakers	or	the	amplifier	to	between	halfway	and	three-quarters	up	(not	full	up).	Though	modern	active	speakers	or	amps	have	protection,	it	is	just	good	practice	to	manually	limit	the	volume	as	it	keeps	the	amplifiers	running	nicely.	You	never	want
to	run	anything	at	100%,	which	is	why	your	PA	should	always	be	more	capable	than	you	need.	Mixer:	Starting	with	the	mixer	volumes	on	zero,	play	some	music.	Raise	the	master	volume	to	around	50%,	then	raise	the	input	channel	level	until	you	can	hear	the	music.	Most	mixers	have	a	VU	meter	that	shows	you	the	signal	level,	so	the	aim	is	to	have
this	in	the	green,	as	close	to	the	0dB	mark	as	possible,	and	then	use	the	master	volume	to	further	raise	or	lower	the	actual	output	volume	of	the	system.	Gain:	Some	audio	sources	are	just	quieter	than	others	and	do	need	a	slight	boost	to	bring	them	in	line	with	your	other	incoming	signals.	As	standard,	gain	pots	should	be	at	unity	gain	(zero	dB).	Be
very	careful	with	this	adjustment,	and	keep	it	as	close	to	unity	as	possible.	Gain	is	not	volume,	and	you	will	quickly	overwhelm	your	system	with	distortion	if	misused.	It's	all	a	balancing	act	between	the	mixer	and	amplifier/speakers	that	will	soon	become	second	nature	to	you,	with	the	goal	being	to	establish	a	comfortable	volume	level	for	the	PA	for
that	particular	venue	that's	free	from	distortion	and	isn't	straining	your	equipment.	Microphones:	Test	each	microphone	for	functionality,	and	adjust	the	channel	level	and	EQ	for	each	to	get	the	best	vocal	clarity	while	avoiding	feedback.	Ensure	the	microphone	levels	blend	well	with	the	music	source	without	overpowering	or	being	drowned	out.
Effects	such	as	echo	or	reverb	can	be	set	to	a	low	level	for	a	bit	of	depth	to	start	with,	then	adjusted	to	suit	each	singer.	Optimising	Your	Setup:	Position	your	speakers	facing	out	into	the	room	to	minimize	feedback	and	ensure	even	coverage	throughout	the	venue.	Microphone	stands	should	be	placed	at	a	comfortable	height	for	the	performer	and
away	from	the	direct	line	of	speakers	to	reduce	feedback	risk.	The	physical	setup	of	your	environment	can	greatly	enhance	the	karaoke	experience:	Use	lighting	to	create	a	stage-like	atmosphere.	LED	Par	Cans	or	LED	strips	can	be	used	to	highlight	the	performers	and	the	stage	area,	and	will	help	set	the	mood.	Some	venues	with	a	proper	stage	set-up
may	not	need	it,	but	some	have	nothing,	in	which	case	it's	up	to	you	to	create	a	defined	performance	area.	Some	professional	karaoke	DJs	will	use	freestanding	backdrops	and	banners.	This	can	be	great	for	isolating	the	performance	area	from	a	larger	room,	and	can	be	placed	to	shield	the	lyric	display	screen	from	unwanted	natural	light	reflections.
They	also	provide	you	with	a	subtle	advertising	board	for	your	business	name,	web	address	etc.	Different	venues	will	often	dictate	what	you	are	allowed	to	do	(for	a	variety	of	reasons)	so	it's	always	worth	checking	first	before	any	setup.	Be	mindful	of	your	cables,	as	they	can	be	a	tripping	hazard,	and	will	also	get	destroyed	if	being	constantly	trampled.
A	longer	cable	that	can	be	routed	neatly	is	always	better	than	one	at	risk	of	being	ripped	out	of	the	desk	or	speaker	after	being	pulled	or	stepped	on.	Don't	overload	mains	extension	leads,	and	buy	proper	ones,	ideally	with	RCD	trip	switching,	as	they	will	protect	your	equipment	from	nasty	power	spikes.	Finally,	be	prepared	to	handle	common
technical	issues:	Microphone	Techniques:	Educate	performers	on	proper	microphone	techniques,	such	as	holding	the	microphone	at	a	consistent	distance	and	angle,	to	improve	sound	quality	and	reduce	the	risk	of	feedback.	Don't	be	afraid	to	tell	someone	they	are	using	your	equipment	incorrectly,	just	learn	to	do	so	in	a	friendly	way.	Feedback:	If
feedback	occurs,	adjust	the	speaker	and	microphone	placement,	or	tweak	the	EQ	settings	on	your	mixer.	It’s	more	of	an	issue	in	really	small	spaces	where	singers	are	really	close	to	the	PA,	but	just	be	prepared	for	it.	Uncontrolled	feedback	can	destroy	your	speaker's	tweeters	quickly,	so	kill	the	mic	level	immediately	and	bring	it	back	up	while	making
adjustments	to	the	gain	if	needed.	Microphone	Problems:	Always	take	spare	mics,	even	if	it's	just	some	really	cheap	ones	to	get	you	out	of	trouble.	You	should	have	spare	cables	too	as	they	get	trodden	on	and	pulled	at,	so	can	fail	regardless	of	quality.	Always	have	spare	batteries	for	wireless	mics.	Display	Issues:	Have	backup	cables	at	least,	and	a
spare	monitor	if	you	can	afford	to	in	case	of	issues.	It’s	worth	testing	screens	pre-gig	rather	than	getting	a	surprise	during	setup.	Regular	Maintenance:	Keep	equipment	in	good	condition	with	regular	checks	and	maintenance.	This	includes	cleaning,	checking	cables	for	wear,	and	ensuring	all	connections	are	secure.	Your	microphones	especially	will
take	abuse,	it	comes	with	the	territory,	so	be	prepared	to	repair	or	replace	these	on	a	fairly	regular	basis.	Also,	consider	padded	transport	bags	or	even	flight	cases	for	equipment.	It	helps	protect	them	during	storage	and	transport	and	will	make	things	last	much	longer.	8	FINAL	THOUGHTS	Setting	up	a	professional	karaoke	system	involves
thoughtful	consideration	of	equipment,	understanding	the	technical	aspects	of	sound	management,	and	ensuring	that	performers	and	audiences	enjoy	a	seamless	and	engaging	experience.	With	the	right	equipment	and	setup,	your	karaoke	events	will	be	a	hit,	providing	high-quality	entertainment	for	everyone	involved.	It’s	a	good	idea	to	go	out	and	do
some	first-hand	research,	visit	a	few	local	karaoke	nights,	see	what	the	setup	looks	like,	how	it	sounds,	how	the	DJ	presents	themselves	and	their	general	attitude	dealing	with	the	public.	It’s	the	best	insight	you	will	get,	and	can	help	make	decisions	on	equipment	choices.	By	following	this	guide	and	choosing	the	right	equipment,	your	karaoke	system
will	be	ready	to	provide	high-quality	entertainment	for	any	event	or	venue.	The	setup	you	create	will	not	only	enhance	performances	but	also	ensure	that	everyone—from	casual	singers	to	more	serious	enthusiasts—has	a	great	time.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—
remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that
suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You
do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit
how	you	use	the	material.	Looking	for	a	karaoke	system	for	a	bar?	Here	are	the	essentials!	Karaoke	is	more	popular	than	ever	and	a	recent	study	of	37	karaoke	venues	showcases	why.	In	short	—	karaoke	is	fun,	interactive,	and	brings	patrons	to	the	venue	who	spend	more	time	in	the	venue	and	more	money	on	fare.	Hosting	a	karaoke	night	once	or
more	weekly	with	the	right	karaoke	system	for	a	bar	is	a	‘win	win’…but	what	equipment	will	you	need	and	how	are	you	going	to	keep	your	karaoke	music	library	fresh	so	your	singers	stay	engaged?	One	item,	and	the	most	important	piece	of	‘equipment’	you’ll	need,	is	a	qualified	karaoke	host	(AKA	KJ).	Someone	that	knows	how	to	work	the	crowd,	sing
when	needed,	and	generally	help	with	the	flow	of	the	karaoke	night.	The	remainder	of	what	you’ll	need	is	a	tightly	meshed	combination	of	karaoke	software,	karaoke	hardware,	and	karaoke	music.	[av_heading	heading=’Karaoke	System	for	a	Bar	|	The	Essentials’	tag=’h1′	style=”	size=”	subheading_active=”	subheading_size=’15’	padding=’11’
color=”	custom_font=”	av-medium-font-size-title=”	av-small-font-size-title=”	av-mini-font-size-title=”	av-medium-font-size=”	av-small-font-size=”	av-mini-font-size=”	admin_preview_bg=”	av_uid=’av-1s4eeie’][/av_heading]	The	Laptop/Computer	Specifications	First,	you’re	going	to	need	a	proper	laptop,	either	MAC	or	Windows,	that’s	capable	of
running	karaoke	software	efficiently	and	problem	free.	Here	are	the	minimum	system	requirements	we	recommend:	Mac	Requirements:	OSX	10.9	or	greater	2.5GHz	Intel	Core	2	Duo	/	Core	2	Quad	/	Core	i3/i5/i7	4	GIG	RAM	or	Better	Video	card:	Dedicated	Video	Card	or	Intel	3000	series	(or	Iris)	or	better	200	MB	free	on	the	hard-drive	Windows
Requirements:	Windows	7	/	Windows	8	/	Windows	8.1	/	Windows	10	2.5GHz	Intel	Core	2	Duo	/	Core	2	Quad	/	Core	i3/i5/i7	/	Amd	Phenon	4	GIG	RAM	or	Better	Video	card:	Intel	HD	3000	Series	Graphics	Card	or	Better	200	MB	free	on	the	hard-drive	No	one	brand	sticks	out	above	the	others,	but	you	also	don’t	want	bargain	basement	and	otherwise
entry	level	machines.	You	need	something	that	can	hold	up	to	the	rigors	of	weekly	abuse.	If	you	allow	smoking	in	your	venue,	especially.	The	Karaoke	Software	LYRX	is	modern,	snappy,	and	easy-to-use	karaoke	show	hosting	software	for	MAC	and	Windows	that’s	capable	of	managing	a	singer	rotation	(keeping	singers	in	order	automatically),	filling	the
gaps	between	singers	and	sets	with	automated	filler	music	(so	there’s	no	dreaded	‘dead	air’),	and	much	more.	If	you	also	want	to	DJ,	our	DEX	3	Pro	software	combines	all	the	karaoke	features	found	in	LYRX	with	DJ	capabilities	and	video	mixing.	You	would	run	the	‘lyrics-only’	output	from	your	laptop	(MAC/Windows)	via	HDMI	into	the	‘singers
display’.		The	singers	will	only	be	able	to	view	the	lyrics	on	their	screen	while	the	KJ	mans	LYRX	on	the	laptop	screen.	If	you	have	multiple	displays	in	your	venue	you	can	run	to	an	HDMI	splitter	like	this	one.	LYRX	is	a	one-off	purchase	that	will	provide	you	with	activation	for	three	different	computers	and	FREE	upgrades	for	life.	Once	you	own	it,	it’s
your’s	to	keep,	and	supports	all	popular	standard	karaoke	file	formats.	A	qualified	karaoke	host	should	be	able	to	learn	and	use	LYRX	in	a	matter	of	a	minutes.	Learn	More	about	LYRX	The	LYRX	karaoke	software	provides	all	the	karaoke	tools	needed	to	search,	add	to	rotation,	and	play	karaoke	songs	—	but	where	do	you	get	the	music,	and	just	as
importantly,	how	do	you	stay	current	with	new	karaoke	music	without	having	to	scour	the	web	weekly?	The	Karaoke	Music	Enter	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	—	the	leading	manufacturer	of	new	and	popular	karaoke	music	in	the	United	States.	The	commercially-legal	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	Subscription	service	is	designed	for	professional	use	in	bars	and	by
professional	karaoke	hosts.	At	the	time	of	this	blog	post	the	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	platform	comes	with	over	15,600	HD	quality	karaoke	songs	with	a	perfect	blend	of	old	classics	and	brand	new	hits,	with	regular	updates	so	the	library	stays	fresh.	The	legal	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	service	is	$99-a-month,	which	undoubtedly	sounds
fairly	pricey,	but	when	individual	karaoke	downloads	run	anywhere	from	$2.49-a-track	to	$2.99-a-track	from	legal	karaoke	websites	the	value	comes	into	focus.		If	you	were	to	purchase	the	15,600	+	karaoke	songs	that	Party	Tyme	includes	you’d	be	looking	at	a	lump	payout	of	about	40K!	The	best	thing	about	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	is	the	seamless
integration	with	LYRX.	You	subscribe,	login,	access,	search	and	stream	from	the	Party	Tyme	catalog	directly	within	the	LYRX	browser	—	so	you	never	leave	the	application.	What	also	makes	the	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	service	unique	is	that	you	can	download	the	entire	catalog	for	offline	use.	That	means	that	even	if	internet	in	your	venue
goes	out	one	night	the	karaoke	show	can	go	on.	Learn	More	about	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	Now	that	you’ve	got	the	karaoke	player	(LYRX)	and	the	karaoke	music	(Party	Tyme)	sorted,	what	else	are	you	going	to	need	to	host	a	proper	karaoke	night?	The	Karaoke	Hardware	The	various	hardware-based	karaoke	equipment	you’ll	need	can	be	sourced	from
stores	such	as	Guitar	Center	or	online	avenues	such	as	sweetwater.com	or	musiciansfriend.com.	If	you	have	a	local	pro	audio	dealer	you	prefer	than	go	with	them.	Here’s	a	rundown	of	what	essential	hardware	is	required	for	your	karaoke	bar	or	venue	—	print	this	list	and	take	it	your	local	pro	audio	retailer	or	find	online.	Karaoke	Mixer/Amp	(PA	style
mixing	board	with	at	least	3	mic	inputs	–	one	for	the	karaoke	host,	two	for	the	singers	(duets))	Minimum	of	2	Speakers	with	minimum	15″	sub-woofer	2	Speaker	Stands	for	the	two	‘tops’	2-3	Wireless	Microphones	(The	KJ’s	mic	can	be	corded)	RF	Converter	19″	Color	LCD/LED	TV	with	minimum	resolution	of	1366×768	(or	another	size	if	you	prefer	–	but
19″	is	fairly	standard	for	the	main	‘singers	display’	for	the	lyrics)	TV	stand	(or	mount)	Component	Rack	(hardware	to	mount	all	the	hardware	gear,	and	the	laptop	for	the	karaoke	host,	in	one	‘rack’	or	table/stand)	Various	Cables	and	Accessories	to	connect	the	hardware	components	(including	HDMI	for	the	lyrics	output).	With	all	these	items	combined
you’ll	be	up	and	running	with	a	karaoke	system	for	a	bar	that	meets	today’s	standards	and	ensures	a	quality,	problem	free,	karaoke	event.	Still	have	questions?	Call	a	PCDJ	product	specialist	at	877-999-7235	x	1	to	discuss!	Let's	get	real	-	the	tug	of	war	between	the	country	and	pop	songs,	Taylor	Swift	and	Bon	Iver	genres,	or	acoustic	and	rock	culture
is	a	never-ending	loop.	But,	what's	one	thing	that	remains	consistent	throughout	this	entire	clash?	Bathroom	singers	and	karaoke!	Whether	you	plan	to	give	your	friends	a	private	concert	or	host	a	fun	party,	you	need	to	have	the	perfect	home	karaoke	system	setup.	The	next	step	after	that	is	to	know	how	to	set	up	a	karaoke	system.First	and	foremost,
you	need	a	karaoke	setup	and	a	tablet	or	iPad	to	work	for	this	entire	karaoke	iPad	setup.	To	get	the	ball	rolling,	follow	these	simple	steps	to	accomplish	karaoke	at	home	on	your	iPad.Step	1:	Hop	onto	YouTube	and	type	your	desired	song's	title.	Don't	forget	to	type	in	'karaoke'	at	the	end	of	the	title	too.Step	2:	For	this	YouTube	karaoke	setup	to	work,
you	also	need	a	good	quality	speaker	at	home.	You	can	purchase	any	active	or	powered	speaker.	You	can	opt	for	microphones	with	extensive	Bluetooth	connectivity	and	built-in	effects	for	maximized	experience	and	easier	access.Step	3:	Get	your	hands	on	a	tripod,	music	stand,	or	iPad	holder.	Set	your	iPad	on	it.Step	4:	Get	a	separate	mixer	with
connectivity	options	that	can	be	plugged	into	your	powered	speakers.	With	the	help	of	the	mixer,	you	can	control	the	volume	of	your	iPad.Step	5:	Get	a	2.5mm	for	the	iPad's	earphones	outlet	and	plug	in	the	RCA	to	the	mixer.	And	the	mixer's	connection	goes	into	your	speaker.	Utilize	a	converter	if	you	need	a	longer	wire.Step	6:	Now,	take	your	trustee
microphone.	Any	standard	microphone	with	a	1/4	cable	will	do	the	job.	But,	you	can	also	get	a	hold	of	a	wireless	microphone.	With	wireless	microphones,	all	you	have	to	do	is	connect	the	receiver	to	the	karaoke	mixer,	and	you	have	two	wireless	microphones	ready	to	use.And	there	you	go!	Now,	you	have	the	best	singing	set	up	with	your	iPad,	right	at
home.Related:	Using	YouTube	with	your	Karaoke	SystemsThere	are	essentially	two	ways	on	how	to	install	a	home	karaoke	setup	using	laptops.	You	can	either	opt	for	a	wired	connection	or	Bluetooth	connection	to	inaugurate	a	laptop	karaoke	setup.	Let's	see	how	it's	done.Method	1	-	Bluetooth	(Wireless)Step	1:	If	you're	opting	for	the	Bluetooth	option,
it's	definitely	because	both	your	easy	karaoke	machine	and	laptop	have	Bluetooth	connectivity.	To	get	going,	go	to	the	settings	options	and	make	your	computer	discoverable.Step	2:	Make	sure	that	the	discoverable	option	in	your	karaoke	machine	is	turned	on	too.Step	3:	Search	for	each	of	your	devices	on	both	the	laptop	and	karaoke	machine.Step	4:
Once	they	pair	up,	you	can	play	and	listen	to	any	video	and	audio.This	is	the	simplest	method	to	follow	for	your	computer	karaoke	setup	if	both	devices	allow	you	to.Method	2	-	Wired	ConnectivityStep	1:	If	both	devices	have	an	AUX	outlet,	utilize	a	3.5mm	AUX	cable	to	connect	them.	Additionally,	you	can	even	use	USB	cables	and	connections.Step	2:	If
your	karaoke	machine	requires	an	RCA	connection,	it	should	be	included	in	the	system.You	can	also	hop	on	and	check	a	few	YouTube	karaoke	setups	and	even	select	songs	from	the	site	to	get	the	party	started.	Once	connected,	you	should	be	able	to	play	music	using	both	devices.	Yay!We	have	all	the	details	on	how	to	set	up	karaoke	in	your	car	or,	as
the	kids	nowadays	call	it	-	Caraoke!	Let's	jump	right	in.You	must	already	have	headrest	monitors	installed	in	your	back	seat	or	mounted	on	the	dashboard	in	front	of	the	passenger	seat.	However,	if	not,	you	might	have	to	take	professional	help	or	take	assistance	from	an	expert	on	how	to	DIY	a	monitor	in	your	car.Step	1:	If	you	have	one	screen,	the
process	is	simple	plug-and-play.	However,	the	scenario	is	a	tad	different	if	you	have	to	power	each	of	the	screens.	To	do	that,	you	will	need	a	power	cable	from	the	cigarette	lighter.	It	should	go	through	the	inverter	and	split	into	three	more	power	lines.Step	2:	The	power	from	the	trunk	should	be	enough	for	your	inverter.	Now	split	the	inverter's
cables	for	your	monitors.	Similarly,	plug	in	the	video	splitter	and	karaoke	machine	to	the	inverter.	The	karaoke	machine's	video	out	has	to	be	plugged	into	the	video	splitter's	input.	Then,	plug	in	the	phono	outputs	from	your	video	splitter	and	into	the	monitors.Step	3:	Plug	in	the	karaoke	machine's	audio	to	the	car's	audio	input.	Choose	the	AUX	input
for	your	car's	audio	interface.	Pro	tip:Run	the	cables	along	with	your	car's	door	and	up	the	passenger	seat.Hide	them	under	the	mats	if	needed	when	tiny	bits	peek	through.Utilize	the	black	tape	to	stick	them	in	place.Now,	you	can	officially	enjoy	karaoke	in	your	car!	Crank	up	the	volume	and	sing	along.	Make	sure	all	your	road	trips	are
memorable.When	you	promise	your	friends	a	DJ	karaoke	setup	and	don't	know	how	to	set	up	a	karaoke	machine	-	you're	in	a	bit	of	a	pickle.	While	setting	a	top-notch	home	theater	karaoke	setup,	you	need	a	decent	sound	system,	lights	and	a	spacious	area,	microphones,	and	so	much	more.All	these	equipments	would	be	rendered	far	more	useless	if
they	can't	be	installed	and	plugged	in	accordingly.	Thus,	to	elaborate	on	the	entire	karaoke	setup	diagram,	we're	here	to	guide	you.Find	The	Right	Space:A	killer	home	theater	with	karaoke	systems	will	only	be	labeled	as	such	when	you've	chosen	the	correct	spacing	to	place	the	devices	in.	First	and	foremost,	think	about	the	acoustics	and	audio	and
which	space	in	your	room	will	complement	it.	Our	recommendation	is	to	choose	an	open	space	where	the	sound	can	dissipate	thoroughly.However,	space	can't	be	too	enormous	either,	as	that	would	lead	to	distortions	and	echoing.	Lastly,	choose	a	room	where	you	and	your	fellow	mates	will	be	comfortable	performing	and	watching.Choose	Your
Karaoke	Machine:There	are	plenty	of	professional	and	primary	machines	for	karaoke	at	home	on	tv	for	you	to	choose	from—these	contrasts	based	on	expertise	and	size	to	match	up	to	your	skill	level	and	room	space.	Your	karaoke	machine's	sole	job	has	to	be	to	keep	track	of	the	music	database,	the	sequence	to	play	them	in,	and	so	on.The	professional
karaoke	systems	will	cost	more	and	might	be	too	complicated	for	beginners.	If	you're	a	beginner,	opt	for	all-in-one	equipment.On	the	contrary,	if	you	plan	on	building	your	karaoke	fort,	you	will	need	to	have	a	keen	eye	on	which	speakers,	video,	and	microphone	to	grab.	If	you're	an	advanced	karaoke	user,	the	results	of	your	DIY	karaoke	system	can	be
mind-blowing.Choose	Your	Speaker	&	Sound	Equipment:Here's	the	secret	-	the	nanosecond	of	music	transition	from	'meh'	to	'wow'	lies	within	the	ability	of	your	speakers	and	sound	systems.	Let's	get	real;	nobody	is	willing	to	bob	their	heads	to	the	barely	audible	laptop	music	sounds.	And	that's	why	you	need	an	enhanced	sound	system	and	quality
that	can	fill	your	room	with	acoustics,	thunder,	rock,	and	pop.For	all-in-one	options,	you	can	pick	a	heavy-duty,	high-quality	powered	speaker.	These	are	super	affordable	and	have	a	kick	in	their	sound	system.Choose	Your	Karaoke	Microphones:Getting	your	hands	on	below-average	karaoke	microphones	tailors	to	a	worthless	karaoke	setup.	Like	any
other	item,	the	higher	the	price	tag	on	a	microphone	is,	the	better	its	quality.	Nevertheless,	even	decently	priced	microphones	can	deliver	optimum	results	for	entry-level	and	intermediate	karaoke	lovers.But,	the	most	crucial	dilemma	arises	while	deciding	if	you	want	a	wired	or	wireless	microphone.	There	are	specific	pros	and	cons	to	these	as	well.
However,	the	sound	quality	rarely	varies	too	much	if	you	can	score	a	good	quality	wired	or	wireless	microphone.The	best	catch	is	that	you	don't	even	have	to	spend	an	arm	and	a	leg	to	acquire	top-tier	sound	quality.	Grab	an	AVE	or	Max	microphones	to	enjoy	singing	on	a	budget.	We	recommend	a	wireless	microphone.	It's	simply	a	more	accessible
alternative.	You	wouldn't	have	to	move	through	a	whirlpool	of	wires	and	humans	to	sing;	neither	would	it	hamper	your	killer	dance	moves.Choose	your	Video	Equipment:An	excellent	video	equipment	setup	can	change	your	karaoke	game	entirely.	You	can	utilize	any	trustee	monitor,	projector,	or	even	a	TV	if	you	have	all	the	other	appliances	ready	to
go.	A	crystal	clear	picture	quality	lets	you	sing	along	with	the	lyrics	seamlessly.Controls:There's	a	frail	balance	that	you	must	maintain	when	juggling	the	karaoke	machine,	video,	and	sound	systems.	Based	on	your	preference,	you	have	to	control	the	karaoke	mixer,	song	queue,	and	supportive	video.	This	requires	immense	fine-tuning	and	adjustments.
The	delicate	equilibrium	between	the	voice	volume	and	background	music	can	be	easily	ruptured	if	not	appropriately	controlled.Similarly,	if	either	of	these	settings	is	overpowered,	it	will	significantly	hamper	the	treble	and	bass	levels,	ruining	the	whole	experience.	For	newbies,	a	karaoke	machine	that	has	built-in	mixer	settings	can	be	the	best
getaway.	However,	if	you're	a	professional	and	want	things	a	certain	way,	then	building	your	collection	with	a	selection	of	complementary	technical	items	is	the	way	to	go.If	purchasing	all	the	equipment	to	install	karaoke	machines	seems	like	breaking	the	bank	for	you,	you	can	switch	to	a	DIY	karaoke	system.	Mind	you,	this	takes	a	lot	more	work,	and
you	might	have	to	face	a	few	complications	here	and	there.But	it's	definitely	possible!	To	set	your	plans	in	motion,	you	need	to	know	how	to	build	a	karaoke	system.	And	we're	here	to	tell	you	precisely	what	you'll	need	for	this	DIY.Karaoke	Machines:How	could	you	possibly	get	in	the	game	without	a	banging	karaoke	machine?	The	best-rated	karaoke
machines	have	multiple	features	for	your	delight.	Fortunately,	you	can	abide	by	such	features	or	utilize	the	standard	norms	of	playing	music	on	YouTube,	CDs	or	download	karaoke	apps	and	software.Few	of	these	karaoke	machines	can	come	with	a	screen	too.	But	if	not,	you	can	always	access	it	through	your	TV,	iPads,	or	tablets.	Flair	up	some	disco
lights,	and	you're	good	to	go.The	primary	necessities	are	the	same	no	matter	which	karaoke	machine	you	grab.	It	would	help	if	you	had	them	to	have	or	accompany	the	music,	lyrics,	and	microphones.	If	you	want	the	complete	setup,	choose	a	karaoke	machine	with	all	the	wires,	stands,	screens,	and	microphones.	Sure,	that	might	cost	you	a	bit	extra,
but	the	value	and	hassle-free	setup	make	up	for	it.Microphones:We	recommend	acquiring	two	microphones	to	lead	to	a	fun	duet	challenge	and	spice	up	the	party.	You	can	even	get	three	or	more	microphones,	depending	on	your	audience.	Although	the	more	number	of	microphones	you	splurge	on,	the	cost	of	your	mixer's	set	up	would	increase	too.	So,
having	more	than	two	microphones	is	an	indefinite	upgrade.Again,	with	microphones,	you	have	to	make	a	confirmed	decision	about	whether	you	would	want	to	go	wireless	or	stay	plugged	in.	For	cheaper	karaoke	setups,	wired	microphones	are	your	best	companion.	On	the	contrary,	if	you	prefer	to	go	up	the	price	ladder,	move	around,	dance,	and	have
freedom,	opt	for	wireless	microphones.Check	if	your	mixer	is	compatible	with	the	wireless	setting	as	most	wireless	microphones	require	a	Bluetooth	or	WiFi	connection.Sound	System-Speakers:The	sound	quality	relies	on	the	speakers.	But,	the	speaker's	rate	is	directly	proportionate	to	your	budget.	If	you're	a	severe	karaoke	geek,	then	you	might	go
for	wireless	speakers	as	they're	more	flexible	to	handle	and	maneuver.	Wired	speakers	are	cheaper	and	have	a	variety	of	quality	reach.Furthermore,	you	can	also	get	2-in-1	mixer	and	speaker	combination	deals	if	that's	what	you	want.	These	have	an	enhanced	sound	quality	over	speakers	and	mixers	that	are	sold	separately.Home	karaoke	system
setups	bring	out	the	best	results	with	active	or	PA	speakers.	Unlike	home	theater	speakers,	these	can	match	up	with	live	music	in	sync.Powered	Mixer:Your	amplifier	or	mixer	will	bring	the	whole	karaoke	setup	to	life.	But	you	must	know	what	an	amplifier	does.	The	two	kinds	of	sounds	that	amplifiers	specialize	in	are	backing	tracks	and	song	sounds.
These,	in	return,	are	the	microphone's	outcome	when	sung	by	a	person.	A	mixer	will	have	both	the	microphone	and	audio	connectivity	and	an	output	connection	for	the	speaker,	which	inevitably	amplifies	the	sound	system.Then	again,	the	choice	between	wired	and	wireless	mixers	is	all	of	you.	Choose	wisely	and	the	best-suited	equipment	for	your
karaoke	setup.Worry	not,	as	the	sound	software	options	will	blow	your	mind.	Thus,	you	can	choose	freely	based	on	your	comfort	and	budget.The	sound	software	will	be	connected	to	your	screen	and	mixer.	Hence	compatibility	is	essential.	Does	your	mixer	allow	wired	or	wireless	connectivity?	Does	it	mesh	in	with	Wifi	or	Bluetooth?	So	many	options	to
choose	from	that,	you	can	deliberately	get	lost	in	this	whirlwind.Don't	worry;	we're	here	to	describe	each	sound	software	and	how	it	can	serve	your	karaoke	set	up	with	the	most	outstanding	results.YouTube	Karaoke:Let	me	tell	you	why	YouTube	is	a	handy	tool	for	home	karaoke	setups.	All	you	have	to	do	is	connect	your	laptop,	smart	TV,	iPad,	or
tablet	to	the	mixer	and	then	search	for	your	song's	karaoke	version	on	YouTube.	It's	free,	and	it's	one	search	away.	As	the	video	plays	on,	you	can	read	through	the	lyrics	and	listen	to	any	song.Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick:You	can	easily	play	the	audios	and	lyrics	on	your	preferred	screen	via	Amazon	Fire.	It's	one	Alexa	or	Google	command	away.	Connect
your	mixer	and	smart	TV	to	the	karaoke	app	to	get	ahead	on	your	karaoke	game.Karaoke	Version:Karaoke	Version	consists	of	all	songs	as	it	acts	as	an	MP3	backup.	Even	with	such	ease,	you	might	have	to	be	a	tad	tech-savvy	to	use	this	software.	You	will	need	to	create	a	video	utilizing	Lyric	Video	Creator,	followed	by	the	MP3	songs.	It's	a	bit
complicated	and	way	out	of	the	league	for	most	beginner	users.KaraFun:The	name	is	highly	appropriate	for	the	KaraFun	app.	You	can	connect	your	screen	and	mixer	to	play	videos	and	audio	with	over	33,000	options.	Karaoke	fun,	a.k.a	KaraFun	just	got	real!It	has	three	subscription	plans	available	with	personal	subscriptions,	2-days	options,	and	a
premium	subscription	plan.	Choose	either	of	these	based	on	your	expertise	level	and	rate	of	usage.Sunfly	Karaoke:Sunfly	Karaoke	has	been	around	for	as	long	as	karaoke	singers	rocked	their	living	rooms.	With	more	advancements	and	upgrades,	they	have	become	even	more	modernistic	and	serve	users	with	vast	downloading	options,	karaoke	CDs,
personal	tracklists,	and	much	more.	Luckily	enough,	you	can	even	download,	post,	and	share	your	tracks	with	others.	Yay!The	Voice	Sing	And	Connect:The	Voice	Sing	and	Connect	has	gained	enormous	fame	throughout	the	years	based	on	famous	TV	talent	shows.	You	can	download	their	services	on	Apple	and	Android	devices.	Moreover,	you	can	catch
up	to	the	tunes	with	your	friends,	in	duets,	and	even	for	solo	performances.	But	the	best	part?	You	can	do	all	that	even	with	friends	who	aren't	right	next	to	you.Yes,	you	read	that	right.You	can	finally	have	a	karaoke	showdown	with	your	friends	and	family	all	over	the	world.	There's	a	vast	collection	of	records,	libraries	filled	with	songs,	multiple	voices,
and	visual	effects.	Safe	to	say,	this	software	will	elevate	your	karaoke	nights	like	no	other.What	is	a	karaoke	machine?Karaoke	machines	can	play	recorded	tracks	without	the	song's	vocals.	It's	a	device	that	lets	the	singers	perform	via	a	microphone	as	they	read	the	subtitles	in	sync	with	the	music.	The	range	of	karaoke	machines	and	their	related
equipment	is	enormous	and	can	meet	each	user's	requirements.How	does	a	karaoke	machine	work?The	karaoke	machine	or	device	plays	recorded	songs	without	the	vocals.	The	singer	has	to	use	a	microphone	to	perform	while	reading	the	lyrics	subtitles	on	a	screen.	The	timing	of	the	song	and	subtitles	has	to	be	in	sync.	These	are	great	for	parties	and
recreation	activities	at	home.How	to	set	up	a	home	karaoke	system	with	the	computer?To	begin	with	this	method	of	karaoke,	you	must	procure	the	correct	components	for	the	karaoke.	Next	up,	you	will	have	to	adjust	the	mixers,	sound	systems,	and	all	the	other	comprehensive	karaoke	equipment.	After	which,	you	must	connect	all	your	speakers	and
connect	the	devices	to	your	computer	via	Bluetooth	or	WiFi.Adjust	the	levels	of	the	music,	play	along	with	the	balance	of	the	volume	and	sound	systems.	Grab	your	wired	or	wireless	microphone,	and	you're	ready	to	rock	and	roll!How	do	karaoke	without	a	machine?When	you	don't	have	a	generic	karaoke	machine,	the	best	way	to	go	around	it	is	via
YouTube	or	a	Smart	TV.	You	can	also	utilize	your	trusted	laptop,	computer,	tablet,	or	iPad	to	search	the	karaoke	versions	of	your	liked	songs.	If	the	screen	in	use	is	tiny,	it's	best	to	manage	an	HDMI	cable	for	excelled	activity.How	to	get	karaoke	music?To	get	the	most-liked	karaoke	music,	you	can	skim	through	YouTube,	Amazon	Fire	TV	Stick,	Karaoke
Version,	KaraFun,	Sunfly	Karaoke,	or	The	Voice	Sing	and	Connect.Frankly,	those	aged-old	days	of	customizing	and	cutting	up	songs	or	tossing	out	the	vocals	on	various	costly	apps	are	long	gone.	These	easy-to-use	apps	are	here	to	save	your	day.We	think	you	can	enjoy	karaoke	to	its	optimum	levels	when	you	have	the	perfect	karaoke	setup	and	singing
setup.	They're	fun	for	all	age	groups	and	lets	everyone	escape	from	their	rather	mundane	life.HI,	John	Andrew	here.	I’ve	been	an	audiophile	since	I	was	a	little	kid.	I’m	an	original	member	of	myaudiolover	.	It	emerged	as	a	way	for	me	to	share	my	passion	and	knowledge	for	audio	technology.	If	you’re	looking	for	tips,	techniques,	and	insights	about
audio-tech,	that	can	enable	your	productions	that	professional	edge,	then	MyAudioLover	is	the	place	for	you!	Would	you	like	to	set	up	karaoke	in	your	venue,	but	you	don’t	know	what	karaoke	equipment	you	need	or	even	where	to	start?	Fear	not,	this	guide	will	go	over	all	the	steps	and	karaoke	equipment	you	need	on	your	journey	towards	happily
singing	customers.	We	did	the	research	for	you	and	had	a	chat	with	the	AV-specialist	Peter	Eriksson.	He’s	the	foremost	expert	on	karaoke,	having	worked	at	Events4U/Karaokefabriken	for	many	years.	Here	he	shares	his	best	advice	for	getting	started	with	your	karaoke	setup.	So	please	enjoy,	below	are	the	do’s	and	don’ts	of	putting	together	your
professional	karaoke	setup.	This	guide	covers:	First	things	first:	Karaoke	room	or	live	stage	karaoke?	The	first	thing	you	have	to	decide	is	whether	you	would	like	to	go	for	karaoke	rooms	or	live	stage	karaoke.	A	karaoke	room	usually	fits	4-10	guests,	and	they	can	be	set	up	in	any	venue	from	big	nightclubs	to	traditional	pubs.	A	karaoke	room	is	also	a
great	way	to	boost	your	revenue.	For	example,	let's	say	that	you	have	three	karaoke	rooms	size	130	ft²	and	they	are	booked	17	hours	in	a	week	with	a	$40	hour	booking	fee.	If	four	people	have	two	drinks	per	person	in	an	hour,	your	turnover	will	be	$887	per	square	foot	annually.	If	your	booking	fee	is	$80,	your	turnover	will	be	$1	242	in	a	year.	One	or
several	karaoke	rooms	is	a	great	option	especially	for	a	restaurant	where	you	don’t	want	to	bother	your	dinner	guests	with	background	noise.	Karaoke	rooms	are	also	trendy	right	now,	which	is	one	of	the	ways	to	stand	out	in	the	post-pandemic,	ready-to-rebound	nightlife	scene.	–	Everyone	wants	karaoke	rooms	now,	but	it	is	an	excellent	idea	to
combine	karaoke	rooms	with	open	stage	karaoke,	says	Peter	Eriksson.	According	to	Eriksson,	there	are	two	main	target	groups	for	karaoke.	There	are	those	who	sing	karaoke	because	they	love	performing,	and	there	are	the	ones	who	mainly	want	to	have	a	good	time	with	their	friends.	You	won’t	attract	“the	performers”	to	your	karaoke	room	and	a
combination	of	karaoke	rooms	and	a	live	stage	karaoke	keeps	all	of	your	options	open,	he	advises.	Read	more	about	different	karaoke	concepts	and	how	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	venue	here.	What	to	think	about	if	you	want	to	go	for	a	karaoke	room:	Do	you	already	have	a	space	in	mind	for	the	karaoke	room?	Turning	an	unused	storage	room
into	a	karaoke	box	is	a	(already	used)	great	idea.	You	probably	need	to	invest	some	money	in	soundproofing	the	room,	but	there	is	no	need	to	make	it	completely	soundproof.	A	bit	of	background	noise	is	normal	in	most	venues.If	you	build	the	karaoke	room	from	scratch,	ask	your	construction	company	to	soundproof	it.	It	is	always	easier	to	soundproof
a	room	during	the	construction	phase.What	are	you	gonna	put	in	the	room?	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	room,	you	can	install	a	small	stage	and	add	some	seating	places	and	tables	for	serving	food	and	drinks.It	can	be	a	good	idea	to	go	for	one	bigger	and	more	glamorous	karaoke	room	for	bigger	groups	over	20	people	and	a	couple	of	smaller	ones,
Peter	Eriksson	advises.If	you’re	building	several	karaoke	rooms,	make	sure	that	the	power	supply	in	every	room	has	its	own	fuse.	This	is	a	smart	way	of	making	sure	that	the	other	karaoke	rooms	will	continue	functioning	even	if	one	loses	power.	Check	out	these	ideas	for	designing	your	karaoke	room!	Photo	by	Duygu	Kayacık	/	UnsplashEquipment
needed	for	a	professional	karaoke	setup	Here	is	a	list	of	the	basics	you	will	need	to	get	your	karaoke	started:Loudspeakers	Screens	MicrophonesMixer	iPadCables	1.	LoudspeakersDepending	on	the	size	of	your	venue,	you	might	need	one	or	several	loudspeakers.	These	LD	loudspeakers	are	feedback-free,	distribute	the	sound	in	120	degrees	and	carry
the	sound	far	into	the	room.	The	most	important	is	to	get	array	speakers	that	are	suitable	for	singing.	In	a	smaller	karaoke	room	you	don’t	need	as	powerful	speakers	as	in	a	bigger	space.Most	bars	and	venues	already	have	a	sound	system	with	loudspeakers,	and	that	is	a	great	start.	You	can	probably	use	some	of	the	existing	equipment,	but	be	aware
that	your	loudspeakers	might	not	be	powerful	enough	for	live	stage	karaoke	in	a	big	space.	2.	ScreensYou	need	at	least	one	but	preferably	several	screens	for	showing	the	lyrics	on	the	wall,	for	example	a	TV	or	a	projector.3.	MicrophonesWhile	both	wired	and	wireless	microphones	can	work	for	your	karaoke	room,	there	are	some	pros	and	cons	to	each
type	of	microphone.	The	industry	standard		is	also	a	good	choice.	Check	out	our	guide	on	how	to	choose	the	best	karaoke	microphone	here.	Image	Source:	Amazon.	As	an	Amazon	Associate	I	may	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.4.	An	audio	mixerA	decent	middle	market	option	is	the	Alesis	MultiMix	4.	It	offers	a	variety	of	options	to	tweak	bass,	treble,
echo	and	volume,	so	you	can	adjust	the	sound	to	the	singer.	If	are	looking	for	more	options	ther	Yamaha	MG10XU	offers	a	wide	range	of	settings.Image	Source:	Amazon–	As	a	karaoke	host,	you	have	to	be	able	to	make	some	sound	adjustments	by	yourself.	For	example,	a	performing	headbanger	doesn’t	appreciate	a	lot	of	echo	and	you	need	to	tweak	it
a	bit	so	that	it	sounds	good,	Eriksson	says.	Read	more	about	what	makes	a	great	KJ.	5.	An	iPadIf	you’re	using	karaoke	software,	you	probably	need	an	iPad	for	running	your	karaoke	program.	6.	CablesGet	some	cables	to	connect	everything	together,	usually	HDMI.In	a	karaoke	room	you	can	either	choose	to	hide	the	equipment	or	let	the	guests	make
adjustments	according	to	their	own	taste.	Returning	guests	usually	appreciate	the	ability	to	tweak	the	sound.	Professional	karaoke	contentYour	space	is	prepped	and	you	have	all	the	equipment	you	need	for	karaoke,	except	for	the		karaoke	content.	There	are	different	options	here,	and	you	can	choose	between	these	alternatives:	Karaoke	CD:s	and
DVD:sKaraoke	software	Karaoke	as	a	streaming	serviceBy	law,	you	cannot	play	karaoke	tracks	from	Youtube	or	from	your	normal	karaoke	discs	for	your	karaoke	nights	at	a	bar	or	business	establishment.	Those	mentioned	media	are	for	your	private	usage	only.Remember	that	you	need	legal	karaoke	content.	In	other	words,	you	need	fully-licensed
karaoke	songs	for	commercial	use.	You	also	need	a	license	to	have	karaoke,	play	background	music	or	host	dance	nights,	live	music	or	DJs	at	your	establishment.	Read	more	about	the	karaoke	licensing	in	the	USA	here.	1.	Karaoke	CDs	or	DvDs	Pros:You	only	pay	once	for	the	content.Easy	to	use.Don’t	require	an	internet	connection.	Cons:You	will	only
get	access	to	a	limited	amount	of	songs	and	you	therefore	need	to	update	your	song	library	every	once	in	a	while.CD:s	and	DVD:s	might	get	scratched	and	stop	working	over	time.	2.	Karaoke	softwarePros:You	get	access	to	a	large	song	library.You	don’t	need	to	keep	track	of	extra	equipment.Cons:Usually	requires	an	internet	connection.You	need	to
pay	a	monthly	fee.	3.	Karaoke	as	a	streaming	service	One	of	the	easiest	ways	of	getting	started	with	karaoke	is	with	Singa,	a	streaming	service	for	professional	karaoke.	Singa	is	a	modern	and	completely	digital	karaoke	solution	for	commercial	use	at	restaurants,	nightclubs,	libraries,	schools	and	other	venues.	Pros:Singa	can	run	karaoke	on	its	own.
When	using	the	autoplay	mode,	your	guests	can	add	songs	to	the	queue	with	their	own	smartphones	and	the	program	will	take	care	of	the	rest.	You	don’t	need	a	karaoke	host	every	day	in	the	week	in	order	to	offer	karaoke	as	entertainment	for	your	guests.You	can	use	Singa	offline.The	song	library	consisting	of	80	000	songs	is	updated	with	the	latest
hits	every	week.Singa	works	on	an	easy-to-use	iPad	that	you	can	plug	into	your	audio	system	and	screen.	Cons:You	need	to	pay	a	monthly	fee.	Peter	Eriksson,	a	Singa-user	for	many	years,	recommends	Singa	for	everyone	that	wants	to	set	up	professional	karaoke	without	fuzz.	Singa	is	very	easy	to	use.	You	can	also	add	your	own	commercials	and
pictures	to	show	in	between	songs	and	new	and	popular	songs	are	added	to	the	library	continually.	Read	more	about	different	Singa’s	solutions	for	commercial	karaoke	here.How	much	does	everything	cost?	Open	stage	karaoke	setup	costsIf	you	want	to	go	for	premium	equipment	you	can	expect	to	pay	around	$1500		for	loudspeakers.	A	pair	of
microphones	costs	around	$300.	In	total,	you	can	expect	to	pay	around	$2100-2700	for	a	high-end	karaoke	setup	on	an	open	stage.	–	In	my	opinion,	you	don’t	need	to	go	for	the	most	pricey	alternative	but	it	is	important	to	have	a	good	sound	in	your	venue,	Peter	Eriksson	says.	Karaoke	room	setup	costsIf	you	need	equipment	for	a	couple	of	smaller
karaoke	rooms	or	one	big	and	more	luxurious	room,	you	can	expect	costs	around	$1600-2100	for	loudspeakers,	microphones,	screens	and	mixers.	In	addition	to	this,	you'll	have	the	recurring	(monthly	or	yearly)	cost	of	the	karaoke	software.Now	you	hopefully	have	all	the	information	you	need	in	order	to	set	up	karaoke	in	your	venue.	If	you	have
questions	regarding	the	karaoke	setup,	we	recommend	you	to	contact	your	local	AV	integrator	for	a	customised	setup	or	advice.	We	are	happy	to	get	you	started	with	karaoke	straight	away,	and	if	you	have	any	questions	regarding	Singa,	contact	us	here.	link	to	How	to	Set	Up	Karaoke	on	PlayStation	(PS4	and	PS5)	link	to	5	Best	Karaoke	Microphones
for	iPhones	and	Smartphones	Looking	for	a	karaoke	system	for	a	bar?	Here	are	the	essentials!	Karaoke	is	more	popular	than	ever	and	a	recent	study	of	37	karaoke	venues	showcases	why.	In	short	—	karaoke	is	fun,	interactive,	and	brings	patrons	to	the	venue	who	spend	more	time	in	the	venue	and	more	money	on	fare.	Hosting	a	karaoke	night	once	or
more	weekly	with	the	right	karaoke	system	for	a	bar	is	a	‘win	win’…but	what	equipment	will	you	need	and	how	are	you	going	to	keep	your	karaoke	music	library	fresh	so	your	singers	stay	engaged?	One	item,	and	the	most	important	piece	of	‘equipment’	you’ll	need,	is	a	qualified	karaoke	host	(AKA	KJ).	Someone	that	knows	how	to	work	the	crowd,	sing
when	needed,	and	generally	help	with	the	flow	of	the	karaoke	night.	The	remainder	of	what	you’ll	need	is	a	tightly	meshed	combination	of	karaoke	software,	karaoke	hardware,	and	karaoke	music.	[av_heading	heading=’Karaoke	System	for	a	Bar	|	The	Essentials’	tag=’h1′	style=”	size=”	subheading_active=”	subheading_size=’15’	padding=’11’
color=”	custom_font=”	av-medium-font-size-title=”	av-small-font-size-title=”	av-mini-font-size-title=”	av-medium-font-size=”	av-small-font-size=”	av-mini-font-size=”	admin_preview_bg=”	av_uid=’av-1s4eeie’][/av_heading]	The	Laptop/Computer	Specifications	First,	you’re	going	to	need	a	proper	laptop,	either	MAC	or	Windows,	that’s	capable	of
running	karaoke	software	efficiently	and	problem	free.	Here	are	the	minimum	system	requirements	we	recommend:	Mac	Requirements:	OSX	10.9	or	greater	2.5GHz	Intel	Core	2	Duo	/	Core	2	Quad	/	Core	i3/i5/i7	4	GIG	RAM	or	Better	Video	card:	Dedicated	Video	Card	or	Intel	3000	series	(or	Iris)	or	better	200	MB	free	on	the	hard-drive	Windows
Requirements:	Windows	7	/	Windows	8	/	Windows	8.1	/	Windows	10	2.5GHz	Intel	Core	2	Duo	/	Core	2	Quad	/	Core	i3/i5/i7	/	Amd	Phenon	4	GIG	RAM	or	Better	Video	card:	Intel	HD	3000	Series	Graphics	Card	or	Better	200	MB	free	on	the	hard-drive	No	one	brand	sticks	out	above	the	others,	but	you	also	don’t	want	bargain	basement	and	otherwise
entry	level	machines.	You	need	something	that	can	hold	up	to	the	rigors	of	weekly	abuse.	If	you	allow	smoking	in	your	venue,	especially.	The	Karaoke	Software	LYRX	is	modern,	snappy,	and	easy-to-use	karaoke	show	hosting	software	for	MAC	and	Windows	that’s	capable	of	managing	a	singer	rotation	(keeping	singers	in	order	automatically),	filling	the
gaps	between	singers	and	sets	with	automated	filler	music	(so	there’s	no	dreaded	‘dead	air’),	and	much	more.	If	you	also	want	to	DJ,	our	DEX	3	Pro	software	combines	all	the	karaoke	features	found	in	LYRX	with	DJ	capabilities	and	video	mixing.	You	would	run	the	‘lyrics-only’	output	from	your	laptop	(MAC/Windows)	via	HDMI	into	the	‘singers
display’.		The	singers	will	only	be	able	to	view	the	lyrics	on	their	screen	while	the	KJ	mans	LYRX	on	the	laptop	screen.	If	you	have	multiple	displays	in	your	venue	you	can	run	to	an	HDMI	splitter	like	this	one.	LYRX	is	a	one-off	purchase	that	will	provide	you	with	activation	for	three	different	computers	and	FREE	upgrades	for	life.	Once	you	own	it,	it’s
your’s	to	keep,	and	supports	all	popular	standard	karaoke	file	formats.	A	qualified	karaoke	host	should	be	able	to	learn	and	use	LYRX	in	a	matter	of	a	minutes.	Learn	More	about	LYRX	The	LYRX	karaoke	software	provides	all	the	karaoke	tools	needed	to	search,	add	to	rotation,	and	play	karaoke	songs	—	but	where	do	you	get	the	music,	and	just	as
importantly,	how	do	you	stay	current	with	new	karaoke	music	without	having	to	scour	the	web	weekly?	The	Karaoke	Music	Enter	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	—	the	leading	manufacturer	of	new	and	popular	karaoke	music	in	the	United	States.	The	commercially-legal	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	Subscription	service	is	designed	for	professional	use	in	bars	and	by
professional	karaoke	hosts.	At	the	time	of	this	blog	post	the	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	platform	comes	with	over	15,600	HD	quality	karaoke	songs	with	a	perfect	blend	of	old	classics	and	brand	new	hits,	with	regular	updates	so	the	library	stays	fresh.	The	legal	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	service	is	$99-a-month,	which	undoubtedly	sounds
fairly	pricey,	but	when	individual	karaoke	downloads	run	anywhere	from	$2.49-a-track	to	$2.99-a-track	from	legal	karaoke	websites	the	value	comes	into	focus.		If	you	were	to	purchase	the	15,600	+	karaoke	songs	that	Party	Tyme	includes	you’d	be	looking	at	a	lump	payout	of	about	40K!	The	best	thing	about	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	is	the	seamless
integration	with	LYRX.	You	subscribe,	login,	access,	search	and	stream	from	the	Party	Tyme	catalog	directly	within	the	LYRX	browser	—	so	you	never	leave	the	application.	What	also	makes	the	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	subscription	service	unique	is	that	you	can	download	the	entire	catalog	for	offline	use.	That	means	that	even	if	internet	in	your	venue
goes	out	one	night	the	karaoke	show	can	go	on.	Learn	More	about	Party	Tyme	Karaoke	Now	that	you’ve	got	the	karaoke	player	(LYRX)	and	the	karaoke	music	(Party	Tyme)	sorted,	what	else	are	you	going	to	need	to	host	a	proper	karaoke	night?	The	Karaoke	Hardware	The	various	hardware-based	karaoke	equipment	you’ll	need	can	be	sourced	from
stores	such	as	Guitar	Center	or	online	avenues	such	as	sweetwater.com	or	musiciansfriend.com.	If	you	have	a	local	pro	audio	dealer	you	prefer	than	go	with	them.	Here’s	a	rundown	of	what	essential	hardware	is	required	for	your	karaoke	bar	or	venue	—	print	this	list	and	take	it	your	local	pro	audio	retailer	or	find	online.	Karaoke	Mixer/Amp	(PA	style
mixing	board	with	at	least	3	mic	inputs	–	one	for	the	karaoke	host,	two	for	the	singers	(duets))	Minimum	of	2	Speakers	with	minimum	15″	sub-woofer	2	Speaker	Stands	for	the	two	‘tops’	2-3	Wireless	Microphones	(The	KJ’s	mic	can	be	corded)	RF	Converter	19″	Color	LCD/LED	TV	with	minimum	resolution	of	1366×768	(or	another	size	if	you	prefer	–	but
19″	is	fairly	standard	for	the	main	‘singers	display’	for	the	lyrics)	TV	stand	(or	mount)	Component	Rack	(hardware	to	mount	all	the	hardware	gear,	and	the	laptop	for	the	karaoke	host,	in	one	‘rack’	or	table/stand)	Various	Cables	and	Accessories	to	connect	the	hardware	components	(including	HDMI	for	the	lyrics	output).	With	all	these	items	combined
you’ll	be	up	and	running	with	a	karaoke	system	for	a	bar	that	meets	today’s	standards	and	ensures	a	quality,	problem	free,	karaoke	event.	Still	have	questions?	Call	a	PCDJ	product	specialist	at	877-999-7235	x	1	to	discuss!	Form	of	entertainment	involving	singing	to	recorded	music	For	other	uses,	see	Karaoke	(disambiguation).	A	person	singing
karaoke	in	Hong	Kong	("Run	Away	from	Home"	by	Janice	Vidal)	Karaoke[a]	(カラオケ)	is	a	type	of	interactive	entertainment	system	usually	offered	in	nightclubs	and	bars,	where	people	sing	along	to	pre-recorded	accompaniment	using	a	microphone.	Its	musical	content	is	an	instrumental	rendition	of	a	well-known	popular	song.	In	recent	times,	lyrics
are	typically	displayed	on	a	video	screen,	along	with	a	moving	symbol,	changing	colour,	or	music	video	images,	to	guide	the	singer.	In	Chinese-speaking	countries	and	regions	such	as	mainland	China,	Hong	Kong,	Taiwan	and	Singapore,	a	karaoke	box	is	called	a	KTV.	The	global	karaoke	market	has	been	estimated	to	be	worth	nearly	$10	billion.[3]
Karaoke's	global	popularity	has	been	fueled	by	technological	advancements,	making	it	a	staple	of	social	gatherings	and	entertainment	venues	all	over	the	world.	The	precursors	of	karaoke	machines	using	cassette	tapes	made	their	first	appearances	in	Japan	and	the	Philippines	in	the	1970s.	Commercial	versions	manufactured	by	Japanese	companies
using	LaserDisc	became	available	worldwide	in	the	1980s,	leading	to	a	surge	in	popularity.	Karaoke	machines	are	commonly	found	in	lounges,	nightclubs,	and	bars;	as	well	as	in-home	versions	which	later	combined	with	home	theater	systems.	Over	time,	karaoke	has	evolved	with	digital	music,	video	games,	smartphone	apps,	and	online	platforms,
allowing	users	to	sing	anytime	and	anywhere.	Beyond	leisure,	karaoke	is	used	for	professional	training	in	music	and	public	speaking,	highlighting	its	broad	appeal	and	impact	on	popular	culture.	A	karaoke	bar	in	Wuhan,	Hubei,	China	From	1961	to	1966,	the	American	TV	network	NBC	carried	a	karaoke-like	series,	Sing	Along	with	Mitch,	featuring
host	Mitch	Miller	and	a	chorus,	which	superimposed	the	lyrics	to	their	songs	near	the	bottom	of	the	TV	screen	for	home	audience	participation.[4]	The	primary	difference	between	karaoke	and	sing-along	songs	is	the	absence	of	the	lead	vocalist.	Sing-alongs	(present	since	the	beginning	of	singing)	fundamentally	changed	with	the	introduction	of	new
technology.	In	the	late	1960s	and	into	the	1970s,	stored	audible	materials	began	to	dominate	the	music	recording	industry	and	revolutionized	the	portability	and	ease	of	use	of	band	and	instrumental	music	by	musicians	and	entertainers	as	the	demand	for	entertainers	increased	globally.	This	may	have	been	attributable	to	the	introduction	of	music
cassette	tapes,	technology	that	arose	from	the	need	to	customize	music	recordings	and	the	desire	for	a	"handy"	format	that	would	allow	fast	and	convenient	duplication	of	music	and	thereby	meet	the	requirements	of	the	entertainers'	lifestyles	and	the	'footloose'	character	of	the	entertainment	industry.	Despite	the	Japanese	provenance	of	the	term
karaoke	(first	attested	in	1977),	the	invention	of	karaoke-styled	machines	is	controversial.[5][6]	It	is	usually	credited	to	two	people,	depending	on	the	sources:	Daisuke	Inoue	of	Japan	or	Roberto	del	Rosario	of	the	Philippines.[5]	Neither	of	whom	significantly	benefited	from	the	worldwide	surge	of	popularity	of	the	karaoke	starting	from	the	1980s.	The
profits	in	the	karaoke	industry	went	to	later	machines	developed	by	larger	Japanese	corporations.[5][7]	Other	people	have	also	claimed	to	have	invented	karaoke-styled	machines	at	various	dates,	but	only	del	Rosario	has	a	patent	on	his	machine.[7][8][9][10][11]	The	fact	that	the	karaoke	machine	is	simply	an	aggregate	of	existing	technologies	and	is
built	on	the	older	concept	of	sing-alongs	makes	it	likely	that	it	was	developed	independently	multiple	times.[5]	In	a	1996	interview	with	a	Singapore-based	all-karaoke	TV	channel,	the	Japanese	nightclub	musician	Daisuke	Inoue[12]	claimed	to	have	invented	the	first	karaoke-style	machine	in	the	city	of	Kobe	in	1971.[13][14]	He	was	also	credited	for	the
invention	of	karaoke	when	he	was	later	also	featured	on	a	Time	magazine	article	in	1999.[15]	Inoue,	a	bandleader,	drummer,	and	Electone	keyboardist,	specialized	in	leading	sing-alongs	at	nightclubs	in	Sannomiya,	the	entertainment	district	of	the	city	of	Kobe.	In	1970,	he	and	six	bandmates	played	instruments	in	fancy	drinking	establishments	to
accompany	middle-aged	businessmen	who	would	sing	traditional	Japanese	songs.	He	claimed	to	have	first	thought	of	the	idea	of	a	karaoke-style	machine	when	he	was	asked	by	a	prominent	client	to	play	for	him	on	an	overnight	trip	to	an	onsen.	Not	being	able	to	do	so,	he	instead	provided	a	tape	of	his	accompaniment	to	the	client.	Realizing	its
potential,	he	thought	of	merging	these	pre-taped	accompaniments	with	a	jukebox.[15]	Lacking	the	skills	to	make	the	machine	himself,	one	of	his	bandmates	introduced	him	to	a	friend	who	owned	an	electronics	shop.	He	described	his	idea	to	him	and	commissioned	11	home-made	machines	which	he	called	"8	Juke."	Each	machine	cost	around	$425	per
unit	and	consisted	of	a	box	containing	an	amplifier,	a	microphone,	a	coin	box,	and	a	car	stereo	which	used	specially-made	8-track	tapes.	The	machines	metered	out	several	minutes	of	singing	time	and	used	¥100	coins.[16]	He	initially	recorded	his	own	versions	of	popular	songs	with	his	bandmates	for	the	tapes.[16]	Starting	from	1971,	Inoue	loaned	the
machines	to	establishments	for	free	in	exchange	for	a	portion	of	the	monthly	earnings	from	the	machines.[17]	He	placed	the	first	8	Jukes	in	Sannomiya's	"snack	bars",	but	they	initially	failed	to	take	off.	Inoue	then	hired	hostesses	to	ostentatiously	sing	on	them,	which	successfully	sparked	interest.	This	also	caused	a	great	deal	of	friction	with	Inoue's
fellow	musicians,	who	saw	it	as	drawing	customers	away	from	them.	When	profits	improved	at	around	four	years	of	operation,	he	hired	professional	musicians	and	rented	a	recording	studio	to	create	the	8-tracks	for	the	machines.[16]	He	made	the	songs	in	keys	that	made	them	easier	for	casual	singers.	As	such	he	also	included	a	rudimentary	reverb
function	to	help	mask	singers'	deficiencies.[18][15]	By	this	time,	the	number	of	units	he	rented	had	increased	from	the	initial	eleven	to	around	25,000.	Club	owners	from	Kobe	had	started	bringing	his	machines	to	new	clubs	in	Osaka	which	became	the	birthplace	of	the	karaoke	boom	in	Japan.	He	also	managed	to	convince	large	record	labels	to	include
their	songs	in	the	tracks	for	the	8	Jukes.[16]	For	these	reasons,	Inoue	is	often	considered	to	be	the	inventor	of	the	modern	business	model	for	karaoke.[19]	Inoue	never	patented	his	machine.	While	initially	successful	and	earning	approximately	half	a	million	dollars	a	year,	Inoue	lost	interest	in	the	business.	He	eventually	handed	over	the	company	to
his	brother.	By	the	1980s,	the	idea	of	coin-operated	sing-along	machines	was	picked	up	by	larger	Japanese	corporations	who	started	manufacturing	commercial	versions	of	their	own	with	better	technologies	like	LaserDiscs.[15][16]	In	2004,	Daisuke	Inoue	was	awarded	the	tongue-in-cheek	Ig	Nobel	Peace	Prize	for	inventing	karaoke,	"thereby	providing
an	entirely	new	way	for	people	to	learn	to	tolerate	each	other."[20]	In	1975,	the	Filipino	entrepreneur	and	piano	manufacturer	Roberto	del	Rosario	also	claimed	to	have	invented	the	first	karaoke-type	machine	known	as	the	"Sing-Along	System"	(SAS).	The	machine	included	multiple	features	enclosed	in	a	single	portable	cabinet	casing;	including	an
amplifier,	a	speaker,	a	double	or	single	tape	deck,	an	optional	tuner	or	radio,	and	a	microphone	mixer	that	enhances	the	singer's	voice	using	effects	like	reverb	and	echo.	The	machine	used	cassette	tapes	of	instrumental	versions	of	popular	songs	which	would	later	become	more	widely	known	as	Minus-One.	The	machine	did	not	have	video,	but	it
included	songbooks	with	lyrics.[7][9][8][11][21]	The	SAS	was	originally	developed	since	the	late	1960s	as	a	teaching	device	for	students	taking	singing	lessons	at	del	Rosario's	Trebel	School	of	Music.[22]	It	was	refashioned	for	amateur	and	recreational	use	from	1975	to	1977.	Unlike	Inoue's	"8	Juke",	it	was	not	coin-operated.[5][22][23]	Del	Rosario
was	himself	a	pianist	and	was	a	member	of	the	amateur	jazz	group	Executive	Combo	Band	(composed	mainly	of	politicians	and	prominent	businessmen).	He	owned	a	company,	Trebel	Industries,	that	was	the	leading	manufacturer	of	pianos	and	harpsichords	in	the	Philippines.	Del	Rosario	also	invented	and	patented	other	audio	equipment	before	and
after	the	SAS.	His	other	inventions	included	the	1972	"One-Man	Band"	(OMB),	an	acoustic	piano	that	automatically	plays	a	full	orchestra	accompaniment;	the	"Piano	Tuners'	Guide",	an	electronic	push-button	device	for	piano	tuning;	and	"Voice	Color	Tapes",	ready-made	multiplex	tapes	with	songs	recorded	and	programmed	to	match	a	specific	vocal
range.[22][24]	Unlike	Inoue,	del	Rosario	patented	the	"Sing-Along	System"	(issued	in	1983	and	1986)	and	is	recognized	as	the	sole	holder	of	a	patent	for	a	karaoke	system	in	the	world	after	he	won	a	patent	infringement	case	against	a	Chinese	company	in	the	1990s.[7][21][11][25]	Despite	this,	he	also	did	not	profit	significantly	from	his	invention.	Like
Inoue,	his	machines	were	eventually	replaced	by	more	advanced	commercial	versions	made	by	larger	corporations	that	became	available	by	the	1980s.[22]	In	1985,	Del	Rosario	was	awarded	the	Gold	Medal	for	Best	Inventor	by	the	World	Intellectual	Property	Organization	for	the	Sing-Along	System,	among	other	awards.[21][22]	He	was	also	elected	to
the	executive	board	of	the	International	Federation	of	Inventors'	Associations	(IFIA).	He	also	lobbied	for	more	government	support	for	inventors	in	the	Congress	of	the	Philippines,	leading	to	the	successful	passage	of	Republic	Act	No.	7459,	better	known	as	the	Inventor	and	Inventions	Incentives	Act	of	1992.[22][24]	Japanese	engineer	Shigeichi
Negishi,	who	ran	a	consumer	electronics	assembly	business,	also	claimed	to	have	made	the	first	karaoke-styled	machine	in	1967;[26][27][28]	He	subsequently	began	mass	producing	coin-operated	versions	under	the	brand	name	"Sparko	Box",	making	it	the	first	commercially	available	karaoke	machine.	For	media,	it	used	8-track	cassette	tapes	of
commercially	available	instrumental	recordings.	Lyrics	were	provided	in	a	paper	booklet.[29]	However,	he	ran	into	distribution	troubles	and	ceased	production	of	the	Sparko	Box	shortly	thereafter.[30]	Despite	being	credited	by	some	as	the	first	to	automate	and	commercialize	the	karaoke	singalong,	Negishi,	who	died	in	2024,	never	patented	his
invention.[31]	Another	possible	early	pioneer	was	Toshiharu	Yamashita,	who	worked	as	a	singing	coach,	and	in	1970	sold	an	8-track	playback	deck	with	microphone	for	sing-alongs.[28]	Shortly	after	the	development	of	the	LaserDisc,	Pioneer	started	to	offer	Video	Karaoke	machines	in	the	1980s.	These	are	capable	of	displaying	lyrics	over	a	video	that
accompanies	the	music.[32][33]	Entrance	hall	of	a	karaoke	box	in	Taipei,	Taiwan	In	1992,	a	scientist	named	Yuichi	Yasutomo	created	a	networked	karaoke	system	for	Brother	Industries.	Called	tsūshin	karaoke	[ja]	(通信カラオケ,	lit. 'communications	karaoke'),	it	served	up	songs	in	MIDI	format	via	phone	lines	to	modem-equipped	karaoke	machines.	This
new	technology	swept	Japan;	by	1998,	94%	of	karaoke	was	being	sung	on	networked	karaoke	machines.[34]	As	an	early	form	of	music	on	demand,	it	could	be	called	the	first	successful	audio	streaming	service.	It	also	allowed	for	big	data	analysis	of	songs	popularity	in	realtime.[35]	Karaoke	soon	spread	to	the	rest	of	Asia	and	other	countries	all	over



the	world.	In-home	karaoke	machines	soon	followed	but	lacked	success	in	the	American	and	Canadian	markets.	When	creators	became	aware	of	this	problem,	karaoke	machines	were	no	longer	being	sold	strictly	for	the	purpose	of	karaoke	but	as	home	theater	systems	to	enhance	television	watching	to	"movie	theater	like	quality".	Home	theater
systems	took	off,	and	karaoke	went	from	being	the	main	purpose	of	the	stereo	system	to	a	side	feature.	As	more	music	became	available	for	karaoke	machines,	more	people	within	the	industry	saw	karaoke	as	a	profitable	form	of	lounge	and	nightclub	entertainment.	It	is	not	uncommon	for	some	bars	to	have	karaoke	performances	seven	nights	a	week,
[36]	commonly	with	high-end	sound	equipment	superior	to	the	small,	stand-alone	consumer	versions.	Dance	floors	and	lighting	effects	are	also	becoming	common	sights	in	karaoke	bars.	Lyrics	are	often	displayed	on	multiple	television	screens	around	the	bar.	A	basic	karaoke	machine	consists	of	a	music	player,	microphone	inputs,	a	means	of	altering
the	pitch	of	the	played	music,	and	an	audio	output.	Some	low-end	machines	attempt	to	provide	vocal	suppression	so	that	one	can	feed	regular	songs	into	the	machine	and	remove	the	voice	of	the	original	singer;	however	this	was,	historically,	rarely	effective.	Most	common	machines	are	CD+G,	Laser	Disc,	VCD	or	DVD	players	with	microphone	inputs
and	an	audio	mixer	built	in,	though	VHS	VCRs	are	sometimes	used.[37]	CD+G	players	use	a	special	track	called	subcode	to	encode	the	lyrics	and	pictures	displayed	on	the	screen	while	other	formats	natively	display	both	audio	and	video.	Most	karaoke	machines	have	technology[38]	that	electronically	changes	the	pitch	of	the	music	so	that	amateur
singers	can	choose	a	key	that	is	appropriate	for	their	vocal	range,	while	maintaining	the	original	tempo	of	the	song.	(Old	systems	which	used	cassettes	changed	the	pitch	by	altering	playback	speed,	but	none	are	still	on	the	market,	and	their	commercial	use	is	virtually	nonexistent.)	A	popular	game	using	karaoke	is	to	type	in	a	random	number	and	call
up	a	song,	which	participants	attempt	to	sing.	In	some	machines,	this	game	is	pre-programmed	and	may	be	limited	to	a	genre	so	that	they	cannot	call	up	an	obscure	national	anthem	that	none	of	the	participants	can	sing.	This	game	has	come	to	be	called	"Kamikaze	Karaoke"	or	"Karaoke	Roulette"	in	some	parts	of	the	United	States	and	Canada.[39]
Many	low-end	entertainment	systems	have	a	karaoke	mode	that	attempts	to	remove	the	vocal	track	from	regular	audio	CDs,	using	an	Out	Of	Phase	Stereo	(OOPS)	technique.	This	is	done	by	center	channel	extraction,	which	exploits	the	fact	that	in	most	stereo	recordings	the	vocals	are	in	the	center.	This	means	that	the	voice,	as	part	of	the	music,	has
equal	volume	on	both	stereo	channels	and	no	phase	difference.	To	get	the	quasi-karaoke	(mono)	track,	the	left	channel	of	the	original	audio	is	subtracted	from	the	right	channel.	The	Sega	Saturn	also	has	a	"mute	vocals"	feature	that	is	based	on	the	same	principle	and	is	also	able	to	adjust	the	pitch	of	the	song	to	match	the	singer's	vocal	range.	A	row	of
3	karaoke	booths	at	a	shopping	center	in	Angeles	City,	Philippines	This	crude	approach	results	in	the	often-poor	performance	of	voice	removal.	Common	effects	are	hearing	the	reverb	effects	on	the	voice	track	(due	to	stereo	reverb	on	the	vocals	not	being	in	the	center);	also,	other	instruments	(snare/bass	drum,	bass	guitar	and	solo	instruments)	that
happen	to	be	mixed	into	the	center	get	removed,	degrading	this	approach	to	hardly	more	than	a	gimmick	in	those	devices.	Recent	years	have	seen	the	development	of	new	techniques	based	on	the	fast	Fourier	transform.	Although	still	not	perfect,	the	results	are	usually	much	better	than	the	old	technique,	because	the	stereo	left-right	comparison	can
be	done	on	individual	frequencies.[citation	needed]	Early	karaoke	machines	used	8-track	cartridges	(The	Singing	Machine)	and	cassette	tapes,	with	printed	lyric	sheets,	but	technological	advances	replaced	this	with	CDs,	VCDs,	LaserDiscs	and,	currently,	DVDs.	In	the	late	1980s	and	1990s,	Pioneer	Electronics	dominated	the	international	karaoke
music	video	market,	producing	high	quality	karaoke	music	videos	(inspired	by	the	music	videos	such	as	those	on	MTV).[40]	In	1992,	Taito	introduced	the	X2000,	which	fetched	music	via	a	dial-up	telephone	network.	Its	repertoire	of	music	and	graphics	was	limited,	but	its	smaller	size	and	the	advantage	of	continuous	updates	saw	it	gradually	replace
traditional	machines.	Karaoke	machines	which	are	connected	via	fiber-optic	links	enabling	them	to	provide	instant	high-quality	music	and	video	are	becoming	increasingly	popular.[citation	needed]	Karaoke	direct	is	an	Internet	division	established	in	1997	been	serving	the	public	online	since	1998.	They	released	the	first	karaoke	player	that	supports
MP3+G	and	now	[when?]	the	KDX2000	model	supporting	karaoke	in	DIVX,	Format.[41]	One	of	the	long-running	karaoke	device	is	the	DVD	and	HDD	karaoke	systems,	which	comes	with	thousands	of	songs	that	are	popular	in	business	such	as	karaoke	machine	rentals	and	KTV	bars,	and	became	popular	in	Asia,	especially	the	Philippines.	This	device
also	provides	MIDI	format	with	on-screen	lyrics	on	a	background	video	and	scoring	after	you	sing,	the	score	will	appear	from	60	(lowest)	to	100	(highest)	based	on	timing	and	pitch.	Main	article:	Music	video	game	§	Pitch	games	The	earliest	karaoke-based	music	video	game,	called	Karaoke	Studio,	was	released	for	the	Nintendo	Famicom	in	1985,	but
its	limited	computing	ability	made	for	a	short	catalog	of	songs	and	therefore	reduced	replay	value.	As	a	result,	karaoke	games	were	considered	little	more	than	collector's	items	until	they	saw	release	in	higher-capacity	DVD	formats.[citation	needed]	Karaoke	Revolution,	created	for	the	PlayStation	2	by	Harmonix	and	released	by	Konami	in	North
America	in	2003,	is	a	console	game	in	which	a	single	player	sings	along	with	on-screen	guidance	and	receives	a	score	based	on	pitch,	timing,	and	rhythm.	The	game	soon	spawned	several	follow-ups	including	Karaoke	Revolution	Vol.	2,	Karaoke	Revolution	Vol.	3,	Karaoke	Revolution	Party	Edition,	CMT	Presents	Karaoke	Revolution:	Country	and
Karaoke	Revolution	Presents:	American	Idol.	While	the	original	Karaoke	Revolution	was	also	eventually	released	for	the	Microsoft	Xbox	console	in	late	2004,	the	new	online-enabled	version	included	the	ability	to	download	additional	song	packs	through	the	console's	exclusive	Xbox	Live	service.[citation	needed]	A	similar	series,	SingStar,	published	by
Sony	Computer	Entertainment	Europe,	is	particularly	popular	in	the	European	and	Australasian	markets.	Other	music	video	game	titles	that	involve	singing	by	the	player	include	Boogie	and	its	sequel	Boogie	Superstar,	Disney	Sing	It,	Get	On	Da	Mic,	the	Guitar	Hero	series	starting	with	World	Tour,	High	School	Musical:	Sing	It!,	Lips,	the	Rock	Band
series,	SingSong,	UltraStar,	and	Xbox	Music	Mixer.[42]	An	Xbox	Live	App	with	the	same	name	created	by	iNiS	and	powered	by	The	Karaoke	Channel/Stingray	Karaoke	was	released	on	12	December	2012.[43]	The	app	uses	Unreal	Engine	3.	Many	VCD	players	in	Southeast	Asia	have	a	built-in	karaoke	function.	On	stereo	recordings,	one	speaker	will
play	the	music	with	the	vocal	track,	and	the	other	speaker	will	play	the	music	without	the	vocal	track.	So,	to	sing	karaoke,	users	play	the	music-only	track	through	both	speakers.	In	the	past,	there	were	only	pop-song	karaoke	VCDs.	Nowadays,	different	types	of	karaoke	VCDs	are	available.	Cantonese	opera	karaoke	VCD	is	now	a	big	hit	among	the
elderly	in	China.[44]	Electronic	music	production	has	made	distribution	of	instrumental	'stems'	simple.	Since	2003,	much	software	has	been	released	for	hosting	karaoke	shows	and	playing	karaoke	songs	on	a	personal	computer.	Instead	of	having	to	carry	around	hundreds	of	CD-Gs	or	LaserDiscs,	karaoke	jockeys	can	rip	their	entire	libraries	onto	their
hard	drives	and	play	the	songs	and	lyrics	from	the	computer.	Additionally,	new	software	permits	singers	to	sing	and	listen	to	one	another	over	the	Internet.	Karaoke	devices	in	the	2000s	saw	a	shift	towards	the	use	of	hard	drives	to	store	large	collections	of	karaoke	tracks	and	touch	screen	devices	that	allows	users	to	select	their	songs.	This	trend	was
driven	by	the	declining	cost	of	hard	drive	storage[45]	and	improvement	in	touchscreen	technology	in	the	consumer	space.	In	2005,	Freeware	Karaoke	software	from	Thailand	on	Windows	"All	In	One	Karaoke	Player"	Version	2.0	has	released[46]	It	can	play	all	MIDI	Karaoke	file	(.MID,	.KAR,	.RMS	etc.),	Video	Karaoke	file	(VCD,	MP4,	DVD,	MPG,	DAT,
WMV)	and	Audio	Karaoke	file	(MP3,	OGG+HotBeat).	In	2006,	first	released	of	eXtreme	Karaoke[47]	is	a	paid	software	by	bank	transfer	pay	500	THB	and	send	to	E-mail	for	activate	license	key[48]	and	also	can	play	same	with	All	In	One	Karaoke	Player.	and	in	2008	eXtreme	Karaoke	changed	from	License	file	to	HardLock	(USB	Dongle)	the	price	is
2,000	THB	for	software.[49]	In	2006,	Recisio	was	founded	as	a	downloadable	karaoke	software.[50]	In	2010,	a	new	concept	of	home	karaoke	system	through	the	use	of	live	streaming	from	a	cloud	server	emerged.	The	earliest	cloud	based	streaming	device,	KaraOK!,	was	released	by	StarHub	on	14	January	2010,[51]	licensing	songs	from	RIMMS.[52]
The	use	of	cloud	streaming	allows	for	smaller	devices	with	over	the	air	updates	compared	to	costly	and	bulky	hard	drive-based	systems.	Recisio	transitioned	into	Karafun,	an	online	subscription	based	system	in	2011.[50]	In	2015,	Singa	Karaoke	was	launched,	providing	karaoke	for	Android	and	iOS	mobile	devices,	in	addition	to	a	web	browser
product[53]	for	a	subscription	fee.	Other	similar	service	providers	include	Smule	and	Starmaker.	In	August	2017,	ROXI	home	music	system	launched	in	the	UK,	and	later	that	year	in	the	US,	providing	on-demand	music	streaming	and	a	karaoke	singalong	feature	called	Sing	with	the	Stars.	ROXI	matches	songs	in	its	cloud	based	licensed	music
streaming	catalogue	to	a	lyrics	database	to	provide	real	time	scrolling	on-screen	lyrics.	The	music	system	also	uses	a	hand-held	Wii	style	point	and	click	controller	with	built-in	microphone	allowing	users	to	select	and	sing	along	to	thousands	of	songs	from	its	catalogue.[54]	In	July	2023,	YouTube	channel	Sing	King	Karaoke	reached	11	million
subscribers,	making	it	the	largest	karaoke	channel	on	the	platform.	In	2003,	several	companies	started	offering	a	karaoke	service	on	mobile	phones,	using	a	Java	MIDlet	that	runs	with	a	text	file	containing	the	words	and	a	MIDI	file	with	the	music.	More	usual	is	to	contain	the	lyrics	within	the	same	MIDI	file.	Often	the	file	extension	is	then	changed
from	.mid	to	.kar,	both	are	compatible	with	the	standard	for	MIDI	files.	Researchers	have	also	developed	karaoke	games	for	cell	phones	to	boost	music	database	training.	In	2006,	the	Interactive	Audio	Lab	at	Northwestern	University	released	a	game	called	Karaoke	Callout	for	the	Nokia	Series	60	phone.	The	project	has	since	then	expanded	into	a
web-based	game	and	will	be	released	soon	as	an	iPhone	application.	Karaoke	is	now	available	for	the	Android,	iPhone	and	other	playback	devices	at	many	internet	storefronts.	This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.	Unsourced	material	may	be
challenged	and	removed.	(January	2018)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Taxicabs	equipped	with	sound	systems	and	a	microphone	appeared	in	South	Korea	in	the	1990s.[55]	Chinese	automobile	maker	Geely	Automobile	received	much	press	in	2003	for	being	the	first	to	equip	a	car,	their	Beauty	Leopard,	with	a	karaoke	machine	as
standard	equipment.	Europe's	first	commercial	"karaokecab"	which	was	a	London	TX4	taxi	with	a	karaoke	machine	inside	for	occupants	of	the	cab	to	use	to	sing	whilst	in	the	cab.	The	idea	and	installation	were	made	by	Richard	Harfield	of	karaokeshop.com	and	was	featured	on	Channel	4's	Big	Breakfast	and	several	German	TV	stations	featured	the
karaokecab.	Granada	TV	also	featured	the	cab,	which	is	now	in	its	4th	vehicle	and	operates	in	Bolton,	Greater	Manchester	as	Clint's	Karaoke	Cab.	Karaoke	is	often	also	found	as	a	feature	in	aftermarket	in-car	DVD	players.	In	2010,	karaoke	taxis	were	available	in	London,	England	in	the	'Kabeoke'	fleet	of	private	hire	vehicles.[56]	Tesla's	newer	cars
have	an	infotainment	system	that	features	a	"Car-a-oke"	app.	Mini	karaoke	box	Mini	karaoke	box	or	karaoke	booth	is	a	device	similar	in	shape	and	size	to	a	phone	booth,	equipped	with	a	karaoke	machine	inside.	Typically	made	from	soundproof	glass,	it	can	be	installed	anywhere	and	is	suitable	for	use	by	one	or	two	people.	It	is	popular	in	East	Asia.
The	CD+G	format	of	a	karaoke	disc,	which	contains	the	lyrics	on	a	specially	encoded	subcode	track,	has	heretofore	required	special—and	expensive—equipment	to	play.	Commercial	players	have	come	down	in	price,	though,	and	some	unexpected	devices	(including	the	Sega	Saturn	video	game	console	and	XBMC	Media	Center	on	the	first	Xbox)	can
decode	the	graphics;	in	fact,	karaoke	machines,	including	video	and	sometimes	recording	capability,	are	often	popular	electronics	items	for	sale	in	toy	stores	and	electronics	stores.	Additionally,	there	is	software	for	Windows,	Pocket	PC,	Linux,	and	Macintosh	PCs	that	can	decode	and	display	karaoke	song	tracks,	though	usually	these	must	be	ripped
from	the	CD	first,	and	possibly	compressed.	In	addition	to	CD+G	and	software-based	karaoke,	microphone-based	karaoke	players	enjoy	popularity	mainly	in	North	America	and	some	Asian	countries	such	as	the	Philippines.	Microphone-based	karaoke	players	only	need	to	be	connected	to	a	TV—and	in	some	cases	to	a	power	outlet;	in	other	cases	they
run	on	batteries.	These	devices	often	support	advanced	features,	such	as	pitch	correction	and	special	sound	effects.	Some	companies	offer	karaoke	content	for	paid	download	to	extend	the	song	library	in	microphone-based	karaoke	systems.	CD+G,	DVD,	VCD	and	microphone-based	players	are	most	popular	for	home	use.	Due	to	song	selection	and
quality	of	recordings,	CD+G	is	the	most	popular	format	for	English	and	Spanish.	It	is	also	important	to	note	that	CD+G	has	limited	graphical	capabilities,	whereas	VCD	and	DVD	usually	have	a	moving	picture	or	video	background.	VCD	and	DVD	are	the	most	common	format	for	Asian	singers	due	to	music	availability	and	largely	due	to	the	moving
picture/video	background.[citation	needed]	Jūhachiban	(十八番.	also	ohako).	Many	karaoke	singers	have	one	song	which	they	are	especially	good	at	and	which	they	use	to	show	off	their	singing	abilities.	In	Japan,	this	is	called	jūhachiban	in	reference	to	Kabuki	Jūhachiban,	the	18	best	kabuki	plays.	十八番	means	eighteen	in	Japanese	as	well.	Karamovie
or	Movioke	Main	article:	Movieoke	Karaoke	using	scenes	from	movies.	Amateur	actors	replace	their	favorite	movie	stars	in	popular	movies.	Usually	facilitated	by	software	or	remote	control	muting	and	screen	blanking/freezing.	Karamovie	originated	in	2003.	Karaoke	jockey	or	KJ	A	karaoke	jockey	plays	and	manages	the	music	for	a	venue.	The	role	of
the	KJ	often	includes	announcing	song	titles	and	whose	turn	it	is	to	use	the	microphone.	Hitokara	Singing	karaoke	alone	is	called	hitokara	(ヒトカラ,	abbreviation	for	ひとりカラオケ;	ひとり	hitori,	"one	person"	or	"alone"	+	カラオケ	karaoke)	in	Japan.	Recently	this	trend	has	become	very	popular	amongst	amateur	singers	in	Japan,	India	and	China,	though
mostly	Japan.	Lobby	of	a	karaoke	box	in	Japan	Entrance	to	a	karaoke	box	in	China	Karaoke	in	an	Irish	pub	in	Hamburg	In	Asia,	a	karaoke	box	is	the	most	popular	type	of	karaoke	venue.	A	karaoke	box	is	a	small	or	medium-sized	room	containing	karaoke	equipment	rented	by	the	hour	or	half-hour,	providing	a	more	intimate	atmosphere.	Karaoke	venues
of	this	type	are	often	dedicated	businesses,	some	with	multiple	floors	and	a	variety	of	amenities	including	food	service,	but	hotels	and	business	facilities	sometimes	provide	karaoke	boxes	as	well.	In	South	Korea,	karaoke	boxes	are	called	noraebangs.[57]	In	mainland	China	and	Taiwan,	a	karaoke	establishment	is	called	a	KTV.	In	some	traditional
Chinese	restaurants,	there	are	so-called	"mahjong-karaoke	rooms"	where	the	elderly	play	mahjong	while	teenagers	sing	karaoke.	The	result	is	fewer	complaints	about	boredom,	but	more	noise.	Noise	regulations	can	be	an	issue,	especially	when	karaoke	is	brought	into	residential	areas.	Violent	reactions	to	karaoke	singing	have	made	headlines	in
Malaysia,	Thailand	and	the	Philippines,	with	reports	of	killings	by	listeners	disturbed	by	the	singing.	In	the	Philippines,	at	least	half	a	dozen	killings	of	people	singing	"My	Way"	caused	newspapers	there	to	label	the	phenomenon	"My	Way	killings";	such	that	some	bars	refused	to	allow	the	song,	and	some	singers	refrained	from	vocalizing	it	among
strangers.[58]	Prostitution	became	an	issue	implicating	karaoke	in	Cambodia,	Sri	Lanka,	Thailand	and	other	parts	of	Southeast	Asia.[59][60][61]	In	Thailand,	"karaoke	girls"	are	brought	in	not	only	from	Thailand	itself	but	from	neighboring	countries	and	are	sent	to	other	parts	of	the	world.[62]	Asian	karaoke	establishments	are	often	fronts	for
gentlemen's	clubs,	where	men	pay	for	female	hosts	to	drink,	sing,	and	dance	with	them.[citation	needed]	In	Japan,	such	a	business	is	called	a	piano	bar.[63]	After	the	COVID-19	outbreak,	karaoke	bars	in	Japan	reopened	with	rules	such	as	mask	wearing,	mic	covers,	and	singer	must	face	same	direction	as	onlookers.[64]	Instrumental	tracks	on	cassette
tapes	were	initially	the	format	used	by	Roberto	del	Rosario's	"Sing-Along	System".[65]	By	the	1980s,	including	instrumental-only	tracks	on	the	B-side	of	commercial	song	and	album	releases	had	become	standard	practice	in	the	Philippine	recording	industry,	popularly	known	as	Minus-One.[66]	Del	Rosario's	"Sing-Along	System"	led	to	the	rapid	growth
of	popularity	of	"sing-alongs"	in	the	Philippines.[67]	Singing	contests	were	staged	in	town	fiestas,	where	amateurs	from	all	walks	of	life	competed.	In	later	years,	the	audio-only	Sing-Along	Systems	were	replaced	by	Japanese-style	coin-operated	machines	with	video	and	running	lyrics	that	came	to	be	known	as	"videoke".[68][69]	It	became	a	popular
domestic	recreational	pastime	among	Filipinos.	It	also	led	to	the	popularity	of	nighttime	videoke	bars.[70]	This	section	needs	expansion.	You	can	help	by	adding	to	it.	(June	2013)	In	Taiwan,	karaoke	bars	similar	to	those	in	Japan	and	South	Korea	are	called	KTVs,	which	stands	for	karaoke	television.	Karaoke	is	a	highly	popular	form	of	recreation	in
Taiwan.	The	biggest	KTV	chains	in	Taiwan	are	Partyworld	Cashbox,	Holiday	KTV	and	NewCBParty.	A	noraebang[71]	(Hangul:	)	refers	to	a	singing	venue	in	South	Korea	where	private	sound-proof	rooms	are	available	for	rent,	equipped	for	singing	–	typically	microphones,	remote	controls,	a	large	video	screen,	couches,	and	mood	décor	such	as	disco
lights	and	tambourines.	The	term	noraebang	is	a	Korean	compound	word,	blending	norae	(Hangul:	,	English:	song)	and	bang	(Hangul:	,	English:	room).	It	is	the	regional	equivalent	to	the	Karaoke	box	in	Japan.[72]	Singing	is	an	important	part	of	social	life	in	Korea,	where	people	will	perform,	and	be	persuaded	to	perform,	an	impromptu	song	at
virtually	any	social	occasion.[73]	As	such,	noraebangs	are	popular	and	widespread,	often	identifiable	by	bright	neon	signs	with	musical	notes	or	microphones.[74]	Often	the	last	stop	after	a	night	of	alcohol-lined	entertainment	for	youths	and	businesspeople	alike,[75][76]	noraebangs	are	also	a	favorite	family	pastime,	and	many	are	surprisingly	dry
venues.[77]	People	also	frequent	noraebangs	as	a	form	of	stress	relief,	and	some	noraebangs	cater	to	those	who	seek	to	sing	alone.[78]	A	karaoke	bar	in	Oulu,	Finland	A	karaoke	bar,	restaurant,	club	or	lounge	is	a	bar	or	restaurant	that	provides	karaoke	equipment	so	that	people	can	sing	publicly,	sometimes	on	a	small	stage.	Most	of	these
establishments	allow	patrons	to	sing	for	free,	with	the	expectation	that	sufficient	revenue	will	be	made	selling	food	and	drink	to	the	singers.	Less	commonly,	the	patron	wishing	to	sing	must	pay	a	small	fee	for	each	song	they	sing.	Both	are	financially	beneficial	for	the	establishment	by	not	having	to	pay	a	professional	singer	or	a	cabaret	tax	which	is
usually	applied	to	any	entertainment	of	more	than	one	person.	Many	establishments	offer	karaoke	on	a	weekly	schedule,	while	some	have	shows	every	night.	Such	establishments	commonly	invest	more	in	both	equipment	and	song	discs,	and	are	often	extremely	popular,	with	an	hour	or	more	wait	between	a	singer's	opportunities	to	take	the	stage
(called	the	rotation).	Private	karaoke	rooms,	similar	to	Asia's	karaoke	boxes,	are	commonplace	in	major	cities.	Karaoke	is	very	popular	in	Scotland	with	dedicated	karaoke	venues	in	most	reasonably	large	towns.	Aberdeen	is	home	to	a	number	of	notable	karaoke	bars	including	Weagleys,	The	Spirit	Level,	Bardot's	Karaoke	Bar,	Sing	City.	In	North
America,	the	Tri	State	area	is	known	to	have	many	lounges	that	participate	in	weekly	karaoke	shows.	New	Jersey	has	many	establishments	that	are	frequented	by	people	of	different	backgrounds	who	also	participate	in	karaoke.	Hugo's	Lounge	and	Love	Lounge	located	in	Plainfield,	New	Jersey	are	just	a	couple	of	the	many	establishments	with	weekly
karaoke	schedules.	Throughout	much	of	North	America,	live	band	karaoke	is	also	popular.	With	live	band	karaoke,	singers	sing	with	a	live	band	instead	of	the	prerecorded	backing	track.	Rock	critic	Rob	Sheffield	claims	that	the	1986	music	video	for	the	song	"Wild	Wild	Life"	by	Talking	Heads	was	the	first	depiction	of	karaoke	in	American	popular
culture.	The	video	features	a	variety	of	characters	taking	turns	singing	portions	of	the	song	to	an	audience	at	a	bar.[79]	However	a	karaoke	bar	in	Honolulu	called	"Sing	Sing"	is	depicted	in	an	episode	of	the	American	TV	series	Magnum,	P.I.	entitled	"The	Man	from	Marseilles"	first	broadcast	on	March	14,	1985.	In	Italy,	karaoke	had	become	popular	by
early	1994,	popularized	by	television	personality	Rosario	Fiorello	who	had	a	karaoke	program	that	appeared	weekly	on	national	television.[80]	The	karaoke	box	at	Karaoke	Kan	(Tokyo)	where	Bill	Murray	and	Scarlett	Johansson	sang	in	Lost	in	Translation	Karaoke	made	a	brief	appearance	in	Sofia	Coppola's	2003	movie	Lost	in	Translation,	and	it	was,
three	years	before,	the	primary	focus	of	Bruce	Paltrow's	2000	film	Duets,	written	by	John	Bynum	and	starring	Paltrow's	daughter	Gwyneth	and	Huey	Lewis,	"anchor-man"	of	Huey	Lewis	and	the	News.	Also	popular	among	the	international	performing	arts	community	in	Europe,	a	group	of	Finnish	producers	organized	an	international	karaoke
competition	called	KWC	(Karaoke	World	Championships).	Their	2011	international	karaoke	competition	has	attracted	ABC	producers	to	help	host	America's	karaoke	competition	in	Las	Vegas	Nevada	called	Karaoke	Battle	USA.	The	competition	is	promised	to	select	1	male	and	1	female	contestant	to	represent	the	U.S.	in	the	international	arena.
Largely	supported	by	the	Broadway	community	in	Times	Square,	Pulse	Karaoke	Lounge	sponsored	2011's	New	York	state	karaoke	finals	to	select	individuals	representing	New	York	in	the	eastern	finals.	According	to	The	New	York	Times,	the	dozens	of	karaoke	bars	in	Portland,	Oregon	make	it	not	just	"the	capital	of	karaoke"	in	the	United	States,	but
"one	of	the	most	exciting	music	scenes	in	America."[81]	In	Australia,	karaoke	was	gradually	popularized	in	the	late	1980s.	A	number	of	Filipino	migrants	brought	with	them	their	own	'minus-one'	music	from	cassette	music	tapes	and	video	tapes	purchased	mainly	in	the	Philippines.	A	number	of	Philippine-imported	karaoke	units	with	two	cassette
drives	were	used	in	private	households.	Video	TV	tapes,	mainly	consisted	of	popular	and	contemporary	songs	rendered	by	Filipino	artists,	and	with	a	mix	of	English	and	Tagalog	songs	were	soon	used.	Projected	lyrics	on	TV	screens	became	very	common	as	the	main	source	of	karaoke	renditions.	These	tapes	were	soon	replaced	by	CD+Gs,	but	a	plug-n-
play	karaoke	microphone	that	housed	a	factory	built-in	songchip	loaded	with	hundreds	of	karaoke	songs	quickly	became	a	favourite.	This	unit	would	usually	be	purchased	in	the	Philippines	and	brought	into	Australia,	becoming	a	common	household	item	and	is	popularly	used	during	gatherings.	Commercially,	karaoke	was	first	introduced	into	Australia
in	1989	by	Robin	Hemmings	who	had	seen	karaoke	operating	in	Fiji.	Prior	to	this,	karaoke	was	generally	unknown	to	the	broader	population.	Hemmings,	of	Adelaide,	South	Australia,	offered	systems	manufactured	by	Pioneer	which	used	12in	(30	cm)	double-sided	laser	discs	containing	a	maximum	of	24	songs	with	accompanying	video	track	and
subtitled	lyrics.	Despite	some	initial	resistance,	Adelaide	hoteliers	The	Booze	Brothers	offered	limited	access	to	their	hotels	and	the	karaoke	phenomenon	was	born.	Hemmings	business,	Karaoke	Hire	Systems,	operated	seven	machines	on	a	casual	rental	basis	to	numerous	hotels,	clubs	and	private	parties	in	and	around	Adelaide	with	an	additional
machine	on	snow-season	lease	at	Jindabyne,	NSW.	Each	system	came	complete	with	up	to	24	discs	containing	a	maximum	of	576	music	video	tracks.	In	Adelaide,	karaoke	reached	its	zenith	in	1991	with	virtually	every	hotel	offering	at	least	one	karaoke	night	per	week	with	many	having	undertaken	alterations	to	their	premises	with	the	addition	of
purpose	built	stages	and	sound	systems.	Karaoke	rental	suppliers	had	proliferated	during	this	period	and	Hemmings	is	known	to	have	sold	his	business	in	late	1991	as	a	going	concern.	Karaoke's	popularity	in	Adelaide	waned	from	mid	1992	and	was	virtually	extinguished	by	early	1993,	until	recently	where	karaoke	bars	have	largely	regained	their
former	popularity	among	the	city's	increasing	international	population.[82]	In	2021,	the	University	of	Adelaide	Karaoke	Club	was	formed,	re-popularizing	karaoke	among	the	student	population	of	Adelaide.[83]	In	the	mid-2000s,	a	number	of	karaoke	bars	sprouted	in	Sydney	with	karaoke	boxes	frequented	by	Japanese	students	and	tourists	and	a	few
locals,	especially	on	Thursday	nights	and	weekends.	A	number	of	clubs	such	as	RSL,	League	Clubs	and	restaurants	and	bars	mainly	feature	karaoke	nights	to	entice	more	customers	and	to	entertain	guests.	Sunfly	Karaoke	is	probably	the	major	karaoke	brand	in	Australia	as	well	as	the	UK.[84]	Computer	Music	Player	by	Kumyoung	in	South	Korea
Karaoke	is	very	popular	in	Asian	countries,	and	many	artists	distribute	a	karaoke	track	at	the	same	time	the	song	is	released.	The	most	common	form	of	karaoke	nowadays[when?]	is	released	in	MIDI	format	with	on-screen	lyrics	on	a	DVD	background	video.	In	Europe	and	North	America,	karaoke	tracks	are	almost	never	done	by	the	original	artist,	but
are	re-recorded	by	other	musicians.	South	Korean	firms	TJ	Media,	Magic	Sing,	Kumyoung	produce	digital	music	content	in	MIDI	format	and	manufacture	computer	music	players	for	the	Asian	market.	This	section	does	not	cite	any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged
and	removed.	(December	2010)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Since	the	rise	of	karaoke	around	the	world,	karaoke	contests	have	become	a	phenomenon	of	mainstream	culture,	giving	non-professional	singers	opportunity	to	showcase	their	talent,	win	prizes,	and	at	times,	travel	the	world.	Contest	participants	are	usually	rated	50%	by
customer	votes	and	50%	by	judges'	votes,	but	this	may	vary,	depending	on	the	venue	and	the	level	of	competition.	Karaoke	World	Championship	is	one	of	the	most	popular	karaoke	contests	and	has	been	around	since	2003.	In	September	2011,	Karaoke	World	Championships	took	place	in	Killarney,	Ireland.	As	of	2009,	the	world	record	for	the	most
people	singing	karaoke	was	at	Bristol	Motor	Speedway	in	the	United	States.	Over	160,000	people	began	to	sing	Garth	Brooks'	song	"Friends	in	Low	Places"	before	the	NASCAR	Sharpie	500	race	began.[85]	Hungary	holds	the	record	for	the	longest	Karaoke	marathon	with	multiple	participants	for	an	event	organized	in	the	Honey	Grill	Restaurant	by
Gabor	Dániel	Szabó	(REVVOX	Music).	It	lasted	for	1,011	hours,	1	minute,	between	20	July	2011,	and	31	August	2011.	Each	song	was	over	3	minutes	long	and	the	gap	between	songs	was	no	longer	than	30	seconds.	No	song	was	repeated	in	any	two-hour	period.[86]	The	record	for	the	longest	Karaoke	solo	marathon	is	held	by	the	Italian	Leonardo
Polverelli,	who	sang	1,295	songs	in	101	hours,	59	minutes,	and	15	seconds.[87]	[88]	Main	articles:	My	Way	killings	and	Karaoke	bar	Between	2002	and	2012,	numerous	fatal	incidents	in	the	Philippines	occurred	in	connection	to	karaoke	bars	and	the	song	"My	Way",	popularized	by	Frank	Sinatra.[89]	Similar	violent	and	fatal	incidents	connected	to
karaoke	bars	have	also	occurred	in	other	countries,	including	Malaysia,	Thailand,	and	China.[90][91][92][93]	Japan	portalPhilippines	portalMusic	portalSociety	portal	Closed	captioning	Fansub	List	of	English	words	of	Japanese	origin	Music	Minus	One	PowerPoint	karaoke	Same	language	subtitling	Subtitling	Surtitles	The	Singing	Machine	Company
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March	2021.	The	dictionary	definition	of	karaoke	at	Wiktionary	Media	related	to	Karaoke	at	Wikimedia	Commons	Portals:	Japan	Philippines	Oregon	Pop	music	Retrieved	from	"	2Magnetic	tape	sound	recording	format	This	article	is	about	the	eight-track	cartridge.	For	eight-track	multitracking,	see	Multitrack	recording.	For	other	uses,	see	Cartridge
(disambiguation).	Stereo	8The	inside	of	a	cartridge.	The	black	rubber	pinch	roller	is	at	upper	right.Media	typeMagnetic	tape	cartridge	endless	loopEncodingStereo	analog	signalCapacityFour	stereo	channelsRead	mechanismTape	headWrite	mechanismMagnetic	recording	headDeveloped	byLear	IndustriesUsageAudio
storageExtended	fromFidelipac/Mohawk	cartridge[1]Released1964;	61	years	ago	(1964)	The	8-track	tape	(formally	Stereo	8;	commonly	called	eight-track	cartridge,	eight-track	tape,	and	eight-track)	is	a	magnetic-tape	sound	recording	technology	that	was	popular[2]	from	the	mid-1960s	until	the	early	1980s,	when	the	compact	cassette,	which	pre-
dated	the	8-track	system,	surpassed	it	in	popularity	for	pre-recorded	music.[3][4][5]	The	format	was	commonly	used	in	cars	and	was	most	popular	in	the	United	States	and	Canada	and,	to	a	lesser	extent,	in	the	United	Kingdom,	Ireland	and	Japan.[3][4][6]	One	advantage	of	the	8-track	tape	cartridge	was	that	it	could	play	continuously	in	an	endless
loop,	and	did	not	have	to	be	ejected,	turned	around	and	reinserted	to	play	the	entire	tape.	After	about	80	minutes	of	playing	time,	the	tape	would	start	again	at	the	beginning.	Because	of	the	loop,	there	is	no	rewind.	The	only	options	the	user	has	are	play,	fast	forward,	record,	and	program	(track)	change.[7]	The	Stereo	8	Cartridge	was	created	in	1964
by	a	consortium	led	by	Bill	Lear,	of	Lear	Jet	Corporation,[8]	along	with	Ampex,	Ford	Motor	Company,	General	Motors,	Motorola,	and	RCA	Victor	Records	(RCA—Radio	Corporation	of	America).	The	8-track	tape	format	is	now	considered	obsolete,	although	there	are	collectors	who	refurbish	these	tapes	and	players	as	well	as	some	bands	that	issue	these
tapes	as	a	novelty.	Cheap	Trick's	The	Latest	in	2009	was	issued	on	8-track,	as	was	Dolly	Parton's	A	Holly	Dolly	Christmas	in	2020,	the	latter	with	an	exclusive	bonus	track.	H8-Track	Stereo	started	by	Sean	Beard	released	over	800	albums	for	artists	on	8-track	internationally	from	2013	to	2019,	inspiring	an	underground	revival	of	the	format	that	has
yet	to	be	exceeded.	The	cartridge's	dimensions	are	approximately	5.25	by	4	by	0.8	inches	(13.3	cm	×	10.2	cm	×	2.0	cm).	The	magnetic	tape	is	played	at	3.75	inches	per	second	(twice	the	speed	of	a	cassette),	is	wound	around	a	single	spool,	is	about	0.25	inches	(0.64	cm)	wide	and	contains	eight	parallel	tracks.	The	player's	head	reads	two	of	these
tracks	at	a	time,	for	stereo	sound.	After	completing	a	program,	the	head	mechanically	switches	to	another	set	of	two	tracks,	creating	a	characteristic	clicking	noise.[9]	A	blank	compatible	Stereo-Quadraphonic	8-track	cartridge	Blank	cartridges	could	be	used	to	make	recordings	at	home.	Inventor	George	Eash	invented	a	design	in	1953,	called	the
Fidelipac	cartridge,	also	called	the	NAB	cartridge,[10]	which	would	later	be	used	in	not	only	the	Muntz	Stereo-Pak	but	also	in	various	monaural	background	music	systems	from	the	late	1960s	to	the	early	1990s.	His	inspiration	came	from	one	of	the	first	products	that	used	the	endless	tape	cartridge	technology,	which	was	the	Audio	Vendor	from	a	year
earlier,	an	invention	of	Bernard	Cousino.	The	tape	is	passed	through	an	inner	ring	of	loose	tape	reel,	where	the	recording	is	stored,	and	looped	back	through	the	outer	ring	of	the	reel.	Initially,	this	mechanism	was	to	be	implemented	in	a	reel-to-reel	audio	tape	recorder.	Later,	Cousino	developed	a	plastic	case	that	could	be	mounted	on	some	existing
tape	recorders.	This	cartridge	was	marketed	by	John	Herbert	Orr	as	Orrtronic	Tapette.	In	this	generation,	the	tape	was	wound	with	the	magnetic	coating	facing	the	inside	of	the	reel.	Later	cartridge	types	had	the	magnetic	layer	facing	the	outside	of	the	reel,	so	it	had	to	be	played	by	a	specially	designed	recorder.	Once	traction	of	the	tape	by	capstan
was	added,	users	had	the	convenience	of	just	pushing	the	cartridge	into	the	recorder	without	having	to	thread	the	tape.	These	cassettes	needed	no	internal	space	for	the	tape	head	slider	because	they	accessed	the	tape	from	outside	the	cartridge.	Based	on	these	new	cassettes,	George	Eash	developed	the	Fidelipac	cartridge	in	1954.	PlayTape	and	the
endless-loop	compact	cassettes	for	the	announcement	text	of	answering	machines	were	made	with	this	technique	as	well	along	with	other	similar	but	incompatible	answering	machine	tapes.	The	original	separate	take-up	reel	got	a	platter	laid	under	the	supply	reel	to	combine	the	two	and	the	perforation	around	the	edge	of	the	reel	for	traction	was
removed.	There	was	no	rear	winding	reel	inside	such	a	cassette	so	rewinding	was	impossible.	Previously,	a	similar	technique	was	used	to	store	Tefifon	grooved-vinyl	sonic	tape	in	the	Tefi	cartridge	but	without	the	benefit	of	a	reel	due	to	the	width	being	16mm,	over	twice	that	of	an	8-track	and	due	to	the	thickness	of	the	film	at	3	mils	(75μm).	Another
similar	technology	was	the	LaBelle	Tutor	16	which	combined	several	endless	loop	technologies	at	once.	A	35mm	filmstrip	was	reduced	to	16mm	and	loaded	into	an	endless	loop	film	cartridge	similar	to	a	Fisher	Price	Movie	Viewer	which	used	silent	truncated	versions	of	16mm	cartoons.	The	bottom	of	this	cartridge	acted	as	the	top	for	the	sound
cartridge	below	it	which	was	basically	identical	to	an	8-track.	The	only	difference	was	the	recording	was	the	same	2-track	format	as	mono	NAB	carts	at	the	same	3-3/4	IPS	speed	(9.5	cm/s)	as	an	8-track	with	the	program	material	on	one	track	and	the	subsonic	picture-change	automation	tone	on	the	other	track.	Films,	both	silent	as	well	as	sound,	in
8mm	as	well	as	16mm	configurations	and	in	optical	as	well	as	magnetic	sound	formats	were	also	endless	loops,	used	in	everything	from	store	end-cap	sales	tools,	to	on-the-road	engineering	instructions	to	early	portable	airline	movies.	Instead	of	having	any	part	of	the	mechanism	located	inside	the	cartridge,	the	only	part	located	there	was	a	45-degree
mirror	to	reflect	the	light	through	the	film	and	onto	either	the	internal	frosted	screen	or	an	external	screen	by	way	of	flipping	another	mirror	in	to	redirect	the	picture.	Lear	Jet	Stereo	8	advertisement,	Billboard	July	16,	1966	The	Lear	Jet	Stereo	8	cartridge	was	designed	by	Richard	Kraus	while	working	for	the	Lear	Jet	Corporation,	under	Bill	Lear,	in
1963.	The	major	change	was	to	incorporate	a	neoprene	rubber	and	nylon	pinch	roller	into	the	cartridge	itself,	rather	than	to	make	the	pinch	roller	a	part	of	the	tape	player,	reducing	mechanical	complexity.	Lear	also	eliminated	some	of	the	internal	parts	of	the	Eash	cartridge,	such	as	the	tape-tensioning	mechanism	and	an	interlock	that	prevented	tape
slippage.	Because	the	Stereo-Pak	cartridges	were	prone	to	jamming	due	to	their	complex	design,	Lear	endeavored	to	redesign	them,	putting	twice	the	number	of	tracks	on	them,	doubling	their	recording	time	first	to	80	minutes	and	then	extending	that	to	100	minutes.[11]	Four-channel	8-tracks	were	distinguishable	by	the	notch	in	the	upper	left	hand
corner	as	in	the	picture	to	the	right.	Blanks	such	as	this	one	were	sold	with	a	white	spacer	occupying	the	notch	the	same	as	45	rpm	adapter	were	sold	to	convert	7-inch	(19	cm)	large	hole	singles	so	that	they	could	be	played	on	conventional	turntables.	This	notch	activated	the	second	set	of	tracks	on	the	new	head	which	would	have	originally	played
Programs	3	and	4	of	a	stereo	tape	and	used	them	simultaneously	with	heads	that	would	read	Programs	1	and	2.	Tapes	were	first	marketed	for	the	Fall,	1970	music	season.	Oddly,	the	last	Stereo-Pak	four	track	Muntz	cartridge	tapes	(vs	four	channel	quadraphonic)	were	still	being	produced	at	the	same	time	as	well	as	regular	Stereo	8	tapes.	Going	back
to	using	the	same	amount	of	tape	for	an	album	as	a	Stereo-Pak	was	a	little	annoying	to	consumers	because	Two	Albums	on	One	Tape	for	the	Same	Low	Price	(as	an	LP)	was	now	impossible.	Quadraphonic	issues	of	double	albums	on	8-track	had	to	occupy	two	or	even	(in	the	case	of	classical	music)	three	tapes.	If	an	album	ran	over	50	minutes,	half	the
time	that	could	be	recorded	on	a	Stereo	8-track,	and	there	was	not	enough	program	material	to	justify	a	second	tape,	producers	would	edit	or	eliminate	some	songs	to	make	the	album	fit	the	25-minute-per-program	time	limit.	Commercial	recordings	were	going	back	to	a	slightly	smaller	version	of	the	same	truncated	program	problems	that	plagued	2-
track	stereo	tapes	20	years	earlier.	Quadraphonic	cassettes	were	experimented	with	starting	in	1974,	but	never	gained	a	toe-hold	until	cassette	portastudios	established	themselves	ten	years	later	just	before	digital	took	off.	Factory	optional	8-track	stereo	player	in	a	1967	American	Motors	Marlin	mounted	between	the	center	console	and	dash	Factory
installed	AM/FM	radio/8-track	unit	in	a	1978	AMC	Matador	with	a	Briefcase	Full	of	Blues	cartridge	in	"play"	position	The	popularity	of	both	four-track	and	eight-track	cartridges	grew	from	the	booming	automobile	industry.[12]	In	September	1965,	the	Ford	Motor	Company	introduced	factory-installed	and	dealer-installed	eight-track	tape	players	as	an
option	on	three	of	its	1966	models	(the	sporty	Mustang,	luxurious	Thunderbird,	and	high-end	Lincoln),[13]	and	RCA	Victor	introduced	175	Stereo-8	Cartridges	from	its	RCA	Victor	and	RCA	Camden	labels	of	recording	artists	catalogs.[14]	By	the	1967	model	year,	all	of	Ford's	vehicles	offered	this	tape	player	upgrade	option.	Most	of	the	initial	factory
installations	were	separate	players	from	the	radio	(such	as	shown	in	the	image),	but	dashboard	mounted	8-track	units	were	offered	in	combination	with	an	AM	radio,	as	well	as	with	AM/FM	receivers.[15]	The	8-track	format	gained	steadily	in	popularity	because	of	its	convenience	and	portability.	Home	players	were	introduced	in	1966	that	allowed
consumers	to	share	tapes	between	their	homes	and	portable	systems.	By	the	late	1960s,	the	8-track	segment	was	the	largest	in	the	US	consumer	electronics	market	(Low	UK	&	Europe	sales	as	Compact	Cassette	was	released	1962)	and	the	popularity	of	8-track	systems	for	cars	helped	generate	demand	for	home	units.[16][page	needed]	"Boombox"
type	portable	players	were	also	popular	but	eight-track	player/recorders	failed	to	gain	wide	popularity	and	few	manufacturers	offered	them	except	for	manufacturer	Tandy	Corporation	(for	its	Radio	Shack	electronics	stores).	With	the	availability	of	cartridge	systems	for	the	home,	consumers	started	thinking	of	eight-tracks	as	a	viable	alternative	to	33
rpm	album	style	vinyl	records,	not	only	as	a	convenience	for	the	car.	Also	by	the	late	1960s,	prerecorded	releases	on	the	8-track	tape	format	began	to	arrive	within	a	month	of	the	vinyl	release.	The	8-track	format	became	by	far	the	most	popular	and	offered	the	largest	music	library	of	all	the	tape	systems	in	the	US.[17]	Daisuke	Inoue	invented	the	first
karaoke	machine	in	1971	called	the	Juke-8.[18][19]	In	1968,	Sega	released	an	arcade	electro-mechanical	game	MotoPolo,	which	used	an	8-track	player	to	play	back	the	sounds	of	the	motorbikes.[20]	Milton	Bradley's	OMNI	Entertainment	System	was	an	electronic	quiz	machine	game	first	released	in	1980,	similar	to	Jeopardy!	or	later	entries	in	the	You
Don't	Know	Jack	video	game	series,	using	8-track	tapes	for	questions,	instructions,	and	answers,	using	audio	playback	as	well	as	digital	signals	in	magnetic-tape	data	storage	on	remaining	tracks	to	load	the	right	answer	for	counting	the	score.	In	1978,	the	Mego	Corporation	launched	the	2-XL	toy	robot,	which	utilized	the	tracks	for	determining	right
from	wrong	answers.[21]	In	1977,	the	Scottish	company	GR	International	released	the	Bandmaster	Powerhouse,	a	drum	machine	that	played	back	custom-made	8-track	cartridges	similar	to	a	Mellotron	or	Chamberlin	Music	Master	containing	drum	and	percussion	rhythm	loops	recorded	with	real	instruments.	These	could	be	subjected	to	a	degree	of
processing	using	the	drum	machine's	controls,	which	included	tempo	and	instrument	balance.[22]	In	the	United	States,	1978	was	the	peak	year	for	8-track	sales	but	sales	declined	rapidly	from	then	on.[23]	Eight-track	players	became	less	common	in	homes	and	vehicles	in	the	late	1970s,	dwarfed	by	the	compact	cassette	(which	arrived	in	1963).[24]	By
1980,	the	eight-track	was	already	being	phased	out	in	favor	of	cassettes,[25]	whose	sales	were	rapidly	increasing	partly	due	to	the	success	of	the	Walkman[26]	and	eventually	caught	up	and	dethroned	LPs	by	1983.[27]	In	the	U.S.,	eight-track	cartridges	were	phased	out	of	retail	stores	in	late	1982	and	early	1983.	However,	some	titles	were	still
available	as	eight-track	tapes	through	Columbia	House	and	RCA	(BMG)	Music	Service	record	clubs	until	late	1988.	Until	1990,	Radio	Shack	(Tandy	Corporation)	continued	to	sell	blank	eight-track	cartridges	and	players	for	home	recording	use	under	its	Realistic	brand.[28]	PlayTape	HiPac	Stereo-Pak	Album	era	Timeline	of	audio	formats	Sound
recording	and	reproduction	Birotron	^	"TelePro	Cartridge	Patent	Fails",	Billboard	vol.	79,	No.	27,	8	July	1967,	p.	3.	^	"What	Are	8-Track	Tapes?".	wisegeek.com.	Retrieved	14	February	2015.	While	immensely	popular	in	the	United	States	for	a	period	of	time	...	^	a	b	"Collector's	Corner:	The	History	of	the	Eight-Track	Tape".	23	December	2005.
Retrieved	22	January	2014.	Just	as	the	signs	were	all	pointing	to	eight-track	toppling	vinyl	as	the	format	of	choice	for	music	lovers	in	the	United	States,	Canada	and	to	a	lesser	extent,	in	Great	Britain,	along	came	the	audio	cassette	^	a	b	"What	Are	8-Track	Tapes?".	Retrieved	22	January	2014.	^	"Eight-Track	Tapes".	Encyclopedia.com.	Retrieved	17
January	2023.	Outside	of	the	United	Kingdom,	Canada,	and	a	few	other	nations,	the	use	of	8-track	technology	was	virtually	unknown.	^	"8-Tracking	Around	the	World".	www.8trackheaven.com.	Archived	from	the	original	on	11	August	2016.	^	"Car	Cartridges	Come	Home",	pp.	18–22,	HiFi	/	Stereo	Review's	Tape	Recorder	Annual	1968,	retrieved	May
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headDeveloped	byLear	IndustriesUsageAudio	storageExtended	fromFidelipac/Mohawk	cartridge[1]Released1964;	61	years	ago	(1964)	The	8-track	tape	(formally	Stereo	8;	commonly	called	eight-track	cartridge,	eight-track	tape,	and	eight-track)	is	a	magnetic-tape	sound	recording	technology	that	was	popular[2]	from	the	mid-1960s	until	the	early
1980s,	when	the	compact	cassette,	which	pre-dated	the	8-track	system,	surpassed	it	in	popularity	for	pre-recorded	music.[3][4][5]	The	format	was	commonly	used	in	cars	and	was	most	popular	in	the	United	States	and	Canada	and,	to	a	lesser	extent,	in	the	United	Kingdom,	Ireland	and	Japan.[3][4][6]	One	advantage	of	the	8-track	tape	cartridge	was
that	it	could	play	continuously	in	an	endless	loop,	and	did	not	have	to	be	ejected,	turned	around	and	reinserted	to	play	the	entire	tape.	After	about	80	minutes	of	playing	time,	the	tape	would	start	again	at	the	beginning.	Because	of	the	loop,	there	is	no	rewind.	The	only	options	the	user	has	are	play,	fast	forward,	record,	and	program	(track)	change.[7]
The	Stereo	8	Cartridge	was	created	in	1964	by	a	consortium	led	by	Bill	Lear,	of	Lear	Jet	Corporation,[8]	along	with	Ampex,	Ford	Motor	Company,	General	Motors,	Motorola,	and	RCA	Victor	Records	(RCA—Radio	Corporation	of	America).	The	8-track	tape	format	is	now	considered	obsolete,	although	there	are	collectors	who	refurbish	these	tapes	and
players	as	well	as	some	bands	that	issue	these	tapes	as	a	novelty.	Cheap	Trick's	The	Latest	in	2009	was	issued	on	8-track,	as	was	Dolly	Parton's	A	Holly	Dolly	Christmas	in	2020,	the	latter	with	an	exclusive	bonus	track.	H8-Track	Stereo	started	by	Sean	Beard	released	over	800	albums	for	artists	on	8-track	internationally	from	2013	to	2019,	inspiring
an	underground	revival	of	the	format	that	has	yet	to	be	exceeded.	The	cartridge's	dimensions	are	approximately	5.25	by	4	by	0.8	inches	(13.3	cm	×	10.2	cm	×	2.0	cm).	The	magnetic	tape	is	played	at	3.75	inches	per	second	(twice	the	speed	of	a	cassette),	is	wound	around	a	single	spool,	is	about	0.25	inches	(0.64	cm)	wide	and	contains	eight	parallel
tracks.	The	player's	head	reads	two	of	these	tracks	at	a	time,	for	stereo	sound.	After	completing	a	program,	the	head	mechanically	switches	to	another	set	of	two	tracks,	creating	a	characteristic	clicking	noise.[9]	A	blank	compatible	Stereo-Quadraphonic	8-track	cartridge	Blank	cartridges	could	be	used	to	make	recordings	at	home.	Inventor	George
Eash	invented	a	design	in	1953,	called	the	Fidelipac	cartridge,	also	called	the	NAB	cartridge,[10]	which	would	later	be	used	in	not	only	the	Muntz	Stereo-Pak	but	also	in	various	monaural	background	music	systems	from	the	late	1960s	to	the	early	1990s.	His	inspiration	came	from	one	of	the	first	products	that	used	the	endless	tape	cartridge
technology,	which	was	the	Audio	Vendor	from	a	year	earlier,	an	invention	of	Bernard	Cousino.	The	tape	is	passed	through	an	inner	ring	of	loose	tape	reel,	where	the	recording	is	stored,	and	looped	back	through	the	outer	ring	of	the	reel.	Initially,	this	mechanism	was	to	be	implemented	in	a	reel-to-reel	audio	tape	recorder.	Later,	Cousino	developed	a
plastic	case	that	could	be	mounted	on	some	existing	tape	recorders.	This	cartridge	was	marketed	by	John	Herbert	Orr	as	Orrtronic	Tapette.	In	this	generation,	the	tape	was	wound	with	the	magnetic	coating	facing	the	inside	of	the	reel.	Later	cartridge	types	had	the	magnetic	layer	facing	the	outside	of	the	reel,	so	it	had	to	be	played	by	a	specially
designed	recorder.	Once	traction	of	the	tape	by	capstan	was	added,	users	had	the	convenience	of	just	pushing	the	cartridge	into	the	recorder	without	having	to	thread	the	tape.	These	cassettes	needed	no	internal	space	for	the	tape	head	slider	because	they	accessed	the	tape	from	outside	the	cartridge.	Based	on	these	new	cassettes,	George	Eash
developed	the	Fidelipac	cartridge	in	1954.	PlayTape	and	the	endless-loop	compact	cassettes	for	the	announcement	text	of	answering	machines	were	made	with	this	technique	as	well	along	with	other	similar	but	incompatible	answering	machine	tapes.	The	original	separate	take-up	reel	got	a	platter	laid	under	the	supply	reel	to	combine	the	two	and	the
perforation	around	the	edge	of	the	reel	for	traction	was	removed.	There	was	no	rear	winding	reel	inside	such	a	cassette	so	rewinding	was	impossible.	Previously,	a	similar	technique	was	used	to	store	Tefifon	grooved-vinyl	sonic	tape	in	the	Tefi	cartridge	but	without	the	benefit	of	a	reel	due	to	the	width	being	16mm,	over	twice	that	of	an	8-track	and
due	to	the	thickness	of	the	film	at	3	mils	(75μm).	Another	similar	technology	was	the	LaBelle	Tutor	16	which	combined	several	endless	loop	technologies	at	once.	A	35mm	filmstrip	was	reduced	to	16mm	and	loaded	into	an	endless	loop	film	cartridge	similar	to	a	Fisher	Price	Movie	Viewer	which	used	silent	truncated	versions	of	16mm	cartoons.	The
bottom	of	this	cartridge	acted	as	the	top	for	the	sound	cartridge	below	it	which	was	basically	identical	to	an	8-track.	The	only	difference	was	the	recording	was	the	same	2-track	format	as	mono	NAB	carts	at	the	same	3-3/4	IPS	speed	(9.5	cm/s)	as	an	8-track	with	the	program	material	on	one	track	and	the	subsonic	picture-change	automation	tone	on
the	other	track.	Films,	both	silent	as	well	as	sound,	in	8mm	as	well	as	16mm	configurations	and	in	optical	as	well	as	magnetic	sound	formats	were	also	endless	loops,	used	in	everything	from	store	end-cap	sales	tools,	to	on-the-road	engineering	instructions	to	early	portable	airline	movies.	Instead	of	having	any	part	of	the	mechanism	located	inside	the
cartridge,	the	only	part	located	there	was	a	45-degree	mirror	to	reflect	the	light	through	the	film	and	onto	either	the	internal	frosted	screen	or	an	external	screen	by	way	of	flipping	another	mirror	in	to	redirect	the	picture.	Lear	Jet	Stereo	8	advertisement,	Billboard	July	16,	1966	The	Lear	Jet	Stereo	8	cartridge	was	designed	by	Richard	Kraus	while
working	for	the	Lear	Jet	Corporation,	under	Bill	Lear,	in	1963.	The	major	change	was	to	incorporate	a	neoprene	rubber	and	nylon	pinch	roller	into	the	cartridge	itself,	rather	than	to	make	the	pinch	roller	a	part	of	the	tape	player,	reducing	mechanical	complexity.	Lear	also	eliminated	some	of	the	internal	parts	of	the	Eash	cartridge,	such	as	the	tape-
tensioning	mechanism	and	an	interlock	that	prevented	tape	slippage.	Because	the	Stereo-Pak	cartridges	were	prone	to	jamming	due	to	their	complex	design,	Lear	endeavored	to	redesign	them,	putting	twice	the	number	of	tracks	on	them,	doubling	their	recording	time	first	to	80	minutes	and	then	extending	that	to	100	minutes.[11]	Four-channel	8-
tracks	were	distinguishable	by	the	notch	in	the	upper	left	hand	corner	as	in	the	picture	to	the	right.	Blanks	such	as	this	one	were	sold	with	a	white	spacer	occupying	the	notch	the	same	as	45	rpm	adapter	were	sold	to	convert	7-inch	(19	cm)	large	hole	singles	so	that	they	could	be	played	on	conventional	turntables.	This	notch	activated	the	second	set
of	tracks	on	the	new	head	which	would	have	originally	played	Programs	3	and	4	of	a	stereo	tape	and	used	them	simultaneously	with	heads	that	would	read	Programs	1	and	2.	Tapes	were	first	marketed	for	the	Fall,	1970	music	season.	Oddly,	the	last	Stereo-Pak	four	track	Muntz	cartridge	tapes	(vs	four	channel	quadraphonic)	were	still	being	produced
at	the	same	time	as	well	as	regular	Stereo	8	tapes.	Going	back	to	using	the	same	amount	of	tape	for	an	album	as	a	Stereo-Pak	was	a	little	annoying	to	consumers	because	Two	Albums	on	One	Tape	for	the	Same	Low	Price	(as	an	LP)	was	now	impossible.	Quadraphonic	issues	of	double	albums	on	8-track	had	to	occupy	two	or	even	(in	the	case	of	classical
music)	three	tapes.	If	an	album	ran	over	50	minutes,	half	the	time	that	could	be	recorded	on	a	Stereo	8-track,	and	there	was	not	enough	program	material	to	justify	a	second	tape,	producers	would	edit	or	eliminate	some	songs	to	make	the	album	fit	the	25-minute-per-program	time	limit.	Commercial	recordings	were	going	back	to	a	slightly	smaller
version	of	the	same	truncated	program	problems	that	plagued	2-track	stereo	tapes	20	years	earlier.	Quadraphonic	cassettes	were	experimented	with	starting	in	1974,	but	never	gained	a	toe-hold	until	cassette	portastudios	established	themselves	ten	years	later	just	before	digital	took	off.	Factory	optional	8-track	stereo	player	in	a	1967	American
Motors	Marlin	mounted	between	the	center	console	and	dash	Factory	installed	AM/FM	radio/8-track	unit	in	a	1978	AMC	Matador	with	a	Briefcase	Full	of	Blues	cartridge	in	"play"	position	The	popularity	of	both	four-track	and	eight-track	cartridges	grew	from	the	booming	automobile	industry.[12]	In	September	1965,	the	Ford	Motor	Company
introduced	factory-installed	and	dealer-installed	eight-track	tape	players	as	an	option	on	three	of	its	1966	models	(the	sporty	Mustang,	luxurious	Thunderbird,	and	high-end	Lincoln),[13]	and	RCA	Victor	introduced	175	Stereo-8	Cartridges	from	its	RCA	Victor	and	RCA	Camden	labels	of	recording	artists	catalogs.[14]	By	the	1967	model	year,	all	of
Ford's	vehicles	offered	this	tape	player	upgrade	option.	Most	of	the	initial	factory	installations	were	separate	players	from	the	radio	(such	as	shown	in	the	image),	but	dashboard	mounted	8-track	units	were	offered	in	combination	with	an	AM	radio,	as	well	as	with	AM/FM	receivers.[15]	The	8-track	format	gained	steadily	in	popularity	because	of	its
convenience	and	portability.	Home	players	were	introduced	in	1966	that	allowed	consumers	to	share	tapes	between	their	homes	and	portable	systems.	By	the	late	1960s,	the	8-track	segment	was	the	largest	in	the	US	consumer	electronics	market	(Low	UK	&	Europe	sales	as	Compact	Cassette	was	released	1962)	and	the	popularity	of	8-track	systems
for	cars	helped	generate	demand	for	home	units.[16][page	needed]	"Boombox"	type	portable	players	were	also	popular	but	eight-track	player/recorders	failed	to	gain	wide	popularity	and	few	manufacturers	offered	them	except	for	manufacturer	Tandy	Corporation	(for	its	Radio	Shack	electronics	stores).	With	the	availability	of	cartridge	systems	for	the
home,	consumers	started	thinking	of	eight-tracks	as	a	viable	alternative	to	33	rpm	album	style	vinyl	records,	not	only	as	a	convenience	for	the	car.	Also	by	the	late	1960s,	prerecorded	releases	on	the	8-track	tape	format	began	to	arrive	within	a	month	of	the	vinyl	release.	The	8-track	format	became	by	far	the	most	popular	and	offered	the	largest	music
library	of	all	the	tape	systems	in	the	US.[17]	Daisuke	Inoue	invented	the	first	karaoke	machine	in	1971	called	the	Juke-8.[18][19]	In	1968,	Sega	released	an	arcade	electro-mechanical	game	MotoPolo,	which	used	an	8-track	player	to	play	back	the	sounds	of	the	motorbikes.[20]	Milton	Bradley's	OMNI	Entertainment	System	was	an	electronic	quiz
machine	game	first	released	in	1980,	similar	to	Jeopardy!	or	later	entries	in	the	You	Don't	Know	Jack	video	game	series,	using	8-track	tapes	for	questions,	instructions,	and	answers,	using	audio	playback	as	well	as	digital	signals	in	magnetic-tape	data	storage	on	remaining	tracks	to	load	the	right	answer	for	counting	the	score.	In	1978,	the	Mego
Corporation	launched	the	2-XL	toy	robot,	which	utilized	the	tracks	for	determining	right	from	wrong	answers.[21]	In	1977,	the	Scottish	company	GR	International	released	the	Bandmaster	Powerhouse,	a	drum	machine	that	played	back	custom-made	8-track	cartridges	similar	to	a	Mellotron	or	Chamberlin	Music	Master	containing	drum	and	percussion
rhythm	loops	recorded	with	real	instruments.	These	could	be	subjected	to	a	degree	of	processing	using	the	drum	machine's	controls,	which	included	tempo	and	instrument	balance.[22]	In	the	United	States,	1978	was	the	peak	year	for	8-track	sales	but	sales	declined	rapidly	from	then	on.[23]	Eight-track	players	became	less	common	in	homes	and
vehicles	in	the	late	1970s,	dwarfed	by	the	compact	cassette	(which	arrived	in	1963).[24]	By	1980,	the	eight-track	was	already	being	phased	out	in	favor	of	cassettes,[25]	whose	sales	were	rapidly	increasing	partly	due	to	the	success	of	the	Walkman[26]	and	eventually	caught	up	and	dethroned	LPs	by	1983.[27]	In	the	U.S.,	eight-track	cartridges	were
phased	out	of	retail	stores	in	late	1982	and	early	1983.	However,	some	titles	were	still	available	as	eight-track	tapes	through	Columbia	House	and	RCA	(BMG)	Music	Service	record	clubs	until	late	1988.	Until	1990,	Radio	Shack	(Tandy	Corporation)	continued	to	sell	blank	eight-track	cartridges	and	players	for	home	recording	use	under	its	Realistic
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