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10	kinds	of	figure	of	speech	with	examplesFigure	of	SpeechSpeech	figures,	which	are	frequently	used	in	a	text	or	during	a	speech,	are	used	to	create	a	certain	effect	and	actually	aim	to	tell	something	without	expressing	the	real	meaning	of	the	word.	Although	these	words	or	phrases	are	generally	used	in	poetry	to	create	a	better	discourse,	they	often
appear	in	everyday	speech	as	well.	For	example,	we	can	use	more	poetic	language	to	recommend	a	beautiful	painting,	or	we	can	use	different	ways	of	speaking	to	make	an	idea	more	vivid.	In	general,	figures	of	speech	are	used	to	make	the	language	more	attractive	and	to	give	a	more	literary	discourse	to	speech	or	writing.	We	can	say	that	in	all
speech	figures,	words	are	used	far	from	their	literal	meanings	and	are	used	in	a	different	way	from	their	typical	usage.Types	of	Figures	of	SpeechAlthough	Speech	figures	are	a	high-level	grammar	subject	that	includes	dozens	of	different	types	of	literary	expression,	we	only	focused	on	a	few	simple	topics	as	we	will	explain	this	subject	in	a	simpler
way.	We	can	tabulate	the	speech	figures	that	we	will	process	in	this	text	as	follows:SimilePersonificationUnderstatementMetonymySynecdocheEuphemisOxymoronOnomatopoeiaDefinition	and	Examples	of	SimileIn	a	simile,	which	is	based	on	comparing	two	objects	or	words	that	are	basically	different	from	each	other,	using	some	words,	the	words	like
and	until	are	usually	used,	and	the	simile	is	realized	in	this	way.	When	making	a	simile,	like	or	as	is	used	when	equivalence	is	wanted,	and	similarity	is	tried	to	be	obtained	with	these	patterns.I	wish	your	future	to	be	as	bright	as	the	sun	in	the	sky.You	have	to	stay	away	from	that	woman,	she	is	hard	as	a	nail.I	want	so	much	to	be	free	as	a
bird.Definition	and	Examples	of	PersonificationIn	the	art	of	personification,	in	which	a	non-human	idea	or	any	object	or	animal	is	given	human	characteristics,	ideas	and	objects	with	human	characteristics	are	treated	as	if	they	were	real	people.	In	the	art	of	personification,	which	is	a	common	form	of	metaphor,	human-specific	behaviors	and
characteristics	can	be	attributed	to	all	non-human	beings.	Thanks	to	this	attribution,	non-human	beings	can	be	given	life	and	mobility.As	much	as	I	like	to	eat	onions,	onions	don’t	like	me	very	much.Although	I	would	love	to	work	today,	my	will	insists	on	not	listening	to	me.Definition	and	Examples	of	UnderstatementUnderstatement	art,	which	is	used
to	express	incomplete	sentences,	is	the	deliberate	mistake	of	some	writers	and	artists.	In	fact,	the	main	purpose	of	this	art	of	speech,	which	cannot	be	called	a	mistake,	is	to	show	a	certain	situation	as	less	important	than	it	is.He	is	not	very	successful	in	his	classes.	(Actually,	he’s	quite	unsuccessful	in	his	classes,	but	the	author	tries	to	make	it	clear
that	it	doesn’t	matter.)The	wind	blew	stronger	than	usual.	(Actually,	there	was	a	storm	serious	enough	to	rip	up	the	power	poles,	but	the	author	ignored	it.)Definition	and	Examples	of	MetonymyWhen	an	object	or	idea	is	in	close	association	with	another	object	or	other	idea	and	replaces	the	other	idea	or	object,	it	is	called	metonymy	rhetoric.	When	we
look	at	the	definition	in	the	dictionary,	metonymy	rhetoric,	which	means	a	name	change	but	expresses	more	than	that,	is	frequently	used	by	many	poets,	and	we	frequently	encounter	it	in	our	daily	life.It	is	a	metonym	for	our	use	of	the	word	Hollywood	to	refer	to	the	film	industry.Academics	is	a	word	that	includes	all	schools,	colleges,	universities,
classes,	courses,	and	everything	related	to	education.	This	is	an	important	example	of	metonymy	that	we	may	encounter	in	daily	life.Definition	and	Examples	of	SynecdocheSynecdoche,	which	is	rhetoric	used	to	indicate	a	part	of	anything	on	a	subject,	is	actually	rhetoric	that	can	be	used	for	the	opposite.	Although	this	rhetoric,	which	has	passed	from
Greek	to	English	as	a	noun	origin,	can	be	explained	as	a	simultaneous	meaning,	it	is	not	such	simple	rhetoric.	In	fact,	Synecdoche	rhetoric	is	rhetoric	by	writers	or	poets	that	deals	with	a	particular	aspect	of	that	word	to	express	any	word	or	an	idea	in	a	different	way.Although	the	White	House	is	a	word	that	refers	to	the	president	of	the	United	States,
it	got	this	name	because	it	is	a	white	house.Pentagon	is	a	word	denoting	America’s	military	leaders,	and	the	synecdoche	rhetoric	is	masterfully	used	here.Definition	and	Examples	of	EuphemismThe	euphemism	rhetoric	used	to	change	words	or	expressions	about	a	concept	that	might	offend	other	people	is	used	to	make	words	that	might	be	rude,
harsh,	or	disagreeable	more	polite.It	is	an	example	of	euphemism	when	a	person	who	wants	to	go	to	the	toilet	says	he	is	going	to	the	“porcelain	throne”.We	call	the	poor	people	the	“economically	struggling”	people,	which	is	an	important	example	of	euphemism.Since	killing	someone	is	not	a	welcome	term,	we	prefer	“to	sleep”	instead	of	the	word
euthanasia.Definition	and	Examples	of	LitotesIn	Litotes	rhetoric,	which	is	used	to	describe	a	positive	expression,	claim,	or	statement,	the	same	thing	is	expressed	by	using	the	sentence	that	should	actually	be	used	in	a	positive	way,	in	a	negative	way.	Let’s	take	a	look	at	the	examples	to	understand	this	better:The	sports	car	Alice	just	bought	wasn’t
cheap.	(Normally,	we	should	have	written	this	sentence	as	“The	sports	car	Alice	bought	was	quite	expensive”,	but	we	preferred	to	use	Litotes	rhetoric	by	putting	this	sentence	in	a	negative	way.)Definition	and	Examples	of	OnomatopoeiaOnomatopoeia,	which	is	the	imitation	of	the	sounds	in	nature,	is	rhetoric	formed	by	imitating	the	sounds	of	nature.
We	can	give	examples	of	this	rhetoric	as	follows:The	cat	was	constantly	meowing	to	us	for	food	because	it	was	so	hungry,	but	we	didn’t	have	enough	cat	food	to	give	it.Angela’s	dog	barked	in	horror	as	she	threw	the	books	she	was	holding	onto	the	floor	with	a	loud	noise.	A	figure	of	speech	is	a	word	or	phrase	that	is	meant	to	be	taken	metaphorically.
In	other	words,	their	meaning	is	figurative,	not	literal.	Take	a	look	at	the	example	conversation	below.Example:Kyle:	“I’m	not	sure	I	can	give	this	presentation,	I	have	butterflies	in	my	stomach.”Brad:	“What?	Did	you	swallow	a	butterfly?”Kyle:	“No,	it’s	a	figure	of	speech.	I	am	nervous,	that’s	all.”Did	you	notice	the	figure	of	speech	in	the	example	above?
When	taken	literally,	it	does	not	make	sense.	So	to	properly	understand	what	Kyle	is	saying,	we	need	to	discern	the	figurative	meaning	of	the	phrase	he	used.	In	this	case,	it	means	‘to	feel	nervous.’Note:	A	figure	of	speech	is	also	called	a	metaphor;	these	two	are	synonyms.	To	learn	more	about	the	definition	of	a	metaphor,	see	our	examples	of
metaphors	in	sentences	page	for	further	details.I	am	going	to	show	you	a	list.	What	is	on	it?	This	list	has	ten	figures	of	speech	examples	on	it	that	are	commonly	heard	in	everyday	conversations.	You	may	have	heard	these	before.1.	Draw	a	Blank2.	Down	To	The	Wire3.	A	Chip	On	Your	Shoulder4.	Hold	Your	Horses5.	Let	The	Cat	Out	Of	The	Bag6.	On
The	Same	Page7.	Night	Owl8.	The	Early	Bird	Gets	The	Worm9.	A	Dime	a	Dozen10.	All	Bark	and	No	BiteThose	are	some	basic	examples.	Do	you	feel	like	you	are	starting	to	understand	what	a	figure	of	speech	is?	Well,	we	are	not	done	yet;	I	have	an	idea!	Let’s	do	a	quick	test.	In	the	sentences	and	examples	below,	try	to	identify	the	figures	of	speech.
There	is	no	time	limit,	so	feel	free	to	take	your	time	(you	can	reveal	the	answers	at	the	end).Example	#1:	This	word	puzzle	is	driving	me	bananas!	I	should	take	a	break	and	come	back	to	it	later.driving	me	bananasExample	#2:	I	got	a	lot	done	today.	There	are	still	a	few	errands	left	to	do,	but	I	am	hitting	the	hay	early	instead;	I	can	do	the	rest
tomorrow.hitting	the	hayExample	#3:	I	saw	a	funny	video	that	had	me	in	stitches,	but	when	I	showed	it	to	my	friend,	it	was	a	swing	and	a	miss.in	stitches,	a	swing	and	a	missWere	you	able	to	find	them	all?	In	total,	there	were	four	figures	of	speech	in	the	examples	and	sentences	listed	above.	If	you	were	able	to	identify	each	metaphor,	then	you
probably	have	a	decent	grasp	on	what	a	figure	of	speech	is	by	now.	If	that’s	the	case,	then	I	want	to	mention	one	more	thing.Do	you	know	what	idioms	are?	Put	simply,	an	idiom	is	a	group	of	words	that	have	a	different	definition	than	what	they	say.	Idioms	are	similar	to	figures	of	speech	because	they	both	have	a	figurative	definition.	This	can	be	seen
in	the	three	examples	mentioned	earlier,	each	figure	of	speech	from	those	examples	is	also	an	idiom!Would	you	be	interested	to	learn	more	about	them?	Well,	then	have	a	look	at	our	idiom	examples	page	once	you’re	through	here.	Anyway,	hopefully	by	now	you	have	an	understanding	of	what	a	figure	of	speech	because,	you	know,	that	was	kind	of	the
point	of	this	entire	page.	If	not,	perhaps	go	back	and	think	about	the	definition	again.	And	if	after	that	you	are	still	unsure,	then	I	apologize	for	dropping	the	ball.	Get	it?	It’s…	a	figure	of	speech.	A	figure	of	speech	is	a	creative	use	of	language	to	generate	an	effect,	enhance	an	expression,	or	evoke	an	emotion.	Some	figures	of	speech,	like	metaphor,
simile,	and	metonymy,	are	found	in	everyday	language.	Others,	like	antithesis,	circumlocution,	and	puns,	require	more	practice	to	implement.	Figures	of	speech	add	richness	and	depth	to	writing,	allowing	authors	to	convey	complex	ideas	and	feelings	more	vividly	than	straightforward	language	would	allow.	Language	that	uses	figures	of	speech	is
known	collectively	as	figurative	language.	Writing	is	a	craft.	If	you	think	of	yourself	as	a	craftsperson,	then	words	are	your	raw	materials,	and	figures	of	speech	are	one	of	your	tools.	Here,	we’ll	explore	some	common	figures	of	speech	with	definitions	and	examples	to	help	you	recognize	and	use	them	in	your	writing.	The	AI	writing	assistant	for	anyone
with	work	to	do	Table	of	contents	What	is	a	figure	of	speech?	Figures	of	speech	vs.	figurative	language	20	common	types	of	figures	of	speech	Figures	of	speech	FAQs	What	is	a	figure	of	speech?	A	figure	of	speech	is	a	literary	device	that	conveys	meaning	in	a	non-literal	way,	often	by	employing	creative	language	to	enhance	expression	and	evoke
emotion.	Figures	of	speech	can	include	metaphors,	similes,	personification,	and	hyperbole,	among	others.	Around	us	all	the	time	in	speech	and	writing,	figures	of	speech	can	be	divided	into	schemes	and	tropes.	Schemes	rearrange	word	order	for	a	specific	effect,	whereas	tropes	use	words	in	a	way	that	differs	from	their	literal	meaning.	By
transforming	ordinary	expressions	into	more	imaginative	phrases,	figures	of	speech	engage	our	senses	and	encourage	us	to	think	critically	about	the	underlying	meanings.	Figures	of	speech	vs.	figurative	language	Language	that	uses	figures	of	speech	is	known	collectively	as	figurative	language.	You	will	find	examples	of	figurative	language	in	novels,
poems,	essays,	and	plays.	The	opposite	of	figurative	language	is	literal	language.	Literal	language	is	the	type	of	straightforward	writing	you’ll	find	on	road	signs,	in	office	memos,	and	in	research	papers.	Want	to	make	sure	your	writing	shines?	Grammarly	can	check	your	spelling	and	save	you	from	grammar	and	punctuation	mistakes.	It	even
proofreads	your	text,	so	your	work	is	extra	polished	wherever	you	write.		20	common	types	of	figures	of	speech	1		Alliteration	Alliteration	refers	to	repeating	consonant	sounds	right	next	to	each	other,	which	creates	a	memorable	or	melodic	effect.	“She	sells	seashells	by	the	seashore.”	2		Antithesis	Antithesis	is	a	literary	technique	that	places	opposite
things	or	ideas	next	to	one	another	to	highlight	their	contrast.	“It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times…”	—Charles	Dickens,	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	3	Apostrophe	Apostrophe	as	a	figure	of	speech	is	when	a	character	addresses	someone	or	something	that	isn’t	present	or	cannot	respond.	The	character	might	speak	to	someone	deceased,	an
inanimate	object,	or	a	concept.	“O	Romeo,	Romeo,	wherefore	art	thou	Romeo?”	—William	Shakespeare,	Romeo	and	Juliet	4		Circumlocution	Circumlocution	is	the	use	of	a	purposely	wordy	description.	You	can	think	of	it	as	talking	in	circles.	In	Lewis	Carroll’s	Alice’s	Adventures	in	Wonderland,	the	Queen	of	Hearts	gives	confusing	directions	to	Alice
using	long,	roundabout	phrases	instead	of	straightforward	commands.	5		Epigram	An	epigram	is	a	clever	and	memorable	statement.	You	will	find	epigrams	in	speeches,	poetry,	and	sometimes	at	the	beginning	of	a	book.	“No	one	can	make	you	feel	inferior	without	your	consent.”	—Eleanor	Roosevelt	6		Euphemism	A	euphemism	is	a	soft	and	inoffensive
word	or	phrase	that	replaces	a	harsh,	unpleasant,	or	hurtful	one	for	the	sake	of	sympathy	or	civility,	such	as	passed	away	or	downsizing.	In	George	Orwell’s	Animal	Farm,	the	character	Napoleon	refers	to	the	execution	of	the	animals	who	oppose	him	as	a	public	purging,	which	softens	the	harsh	reality	of	what’s	actually	happening—murder	and
violence.	7		Hyperbole	Hyperbole	is	a	deliberate	exaggeration	that	adds	emphasis,	urgency,	or	excitement	to	a	statement.	“If	I	don’t	eat	soon,	I’m	going	to	die	of	hunger.”	8		Irony	Irony	is	when	there	is	a	discrepancy	between	expectation	and	reality.	It	often	highlights	contrasts	between	appearance	and	truth	or	intention	and	outcome,	creating	a
humorous,	tragic,	or	thought-provoking	effect.	In	Oedipus	Rex	by	Sophocles,	Oedipus	vows	to	find	and	punish	the	murderer	of	King	Laius,	not	realizing	that	he	himself	is	the	murderer.	9		Litotes	Litotes	use	a	double	negative	to	create	a	positive.	“You’re	not	wrong.”	10		Metaphor	A	metaphor	directly	compares	dissimilar	things	to	create	more	vivid
imagery	or	understanding.	“He	was	an	onion;	to	understand	him,	she	had	to	peel	back	the	layers.”	11		Metonymy	Metonymy	is	a	literary	device	in	which	a	word	or	object	stands	for	a	closely	related	word	or	object.	Metonymy	gives	a	writer	more	variability	with	descriptions.	“I	thought	his	movies	were	better	when	they	weren’t	so	Hollywood.”	12
	Onomatopoeia	Onomatopoeia	is	when	a	word	imitates	the	natural	sound	of	a	thing,	making	the	description	more	expressive	and	vivid.	“The	bacon	sizzled	in	the	pan.”	The	word	sizzled	imitates	the	sound	of	bacon	cooking.	13		Oxymoron	An	oxymoron	is	a	phrase	that	uses	two	contradictory	words	to	create	a	new	meaning.	The	phrase	deafening	silence
contrasts	two	opposing	words:	deafening,	which	suggests	a	loud	noise,	and	silence,	which	indicates	the	absence	of	sound.	14		Paradox	A	paradox	is	a	statement	that	appears	to	contradict	itself	but	contains	some	truth,	theme,	or	humor.	“All	animals	are	equal,	but	some	animals	are	more	equal	than	others.”	—George	Orwell,	Animal	Farm	15
	Personification	Personification	is	assigning	human	attributes	to	nonhuman	things.	“The	floorboards	groaned	under	the	weight	of	each	step.”	16		Pleonasm	Pleonasm	is	the	use	of	more	words	than	necessary	to	convey	meaning.	A	writer	might	use	pleonasm	for	humor	or	emphasis,	or	they	might	not	realize	they’re	using	extra	words	at	all.	“The	burning
fire	warmed	the	whole	house.”	17		Pun	A	pun	is	a	form	of	wordplay	that	purposely	substitutes	words	that	sound	similar	but	have	different	meanings.	“‘Mine	is	a	long	and	a	sad	tale!’	said	the	Mouse,	turning	to	Alice	and	sighing.	‘It	is	a	long	tail,	certainly,’	said	Alice,	looking	down	with	wonder	at	the	Mouse’s	tail,	‘but	why	do	you	call	it	sad?’”	—Lewis
Carroll,	Alice’s	Adventures	in	Wonderland	18		Simile	A	simile	compares	two	dissimilar	things	using	like	or	as	to	give	the	reader	a	more	vivid	understanding	of	something.	“It	was	the	first	real	day	of	summer,	and	by	the	time	she	came	back	indoors,	she	was	as	red	as	a	tomato.”	19		Synecdoche	Synecdoche	is	when	a	smaller	unit	is	used	to	signify	a
larger	unit	or	vice	versa.	In	the	expression	all	hands	on	deck,	hands	refers	to	the	crew	members	who	work	on	a	ship.	Instead	of	mentioning	the	entire	person,	it	uses	a	part	(the	hands)	to	represent	the	whole.	20		Understatement	Understatement	is	the	intentional	downplaying	of	a	situation.	This	can	create	a	humorous	or	deadpan	effect	in	writing.	“I
have	to	have	this	operation.	It	isn’t	very	serious.	I	have	this	tiny	little	tumor	on	the	brain.”	—J.D.	Salinger,	The	Catcher	in	the	Rye	Figures	of	speech	FAQs	What	are	figures	of	speech?	Figures	of	speech	are	literary	devices	used	to	create	expressive,	imaginative,	or	impactful	language	by	departing	from	the	literal	meaning	of	words.	They	enhance
writing	by	adding	emphasis,	clarity,	or	beauty,	often	through	comparisons,	exaggerations,	or	symbolic	meanings.	What	are	some	types	of	figures	of	speech?	Common	types	of	figures	of	speech	include	alliteration,	hyperbole,	irony,	metaphor,	and	simile.	What	are	the	different	kinds	of	figures	of	speech?	There	are	hundreds	of	figures	of	speech,	which
can	be	divided	into	schemes	and	tropes.	Schemes	are	figures	of	speech	that	rearrange	word	order	for	a	specific	effect,	while	tropes	use	words	in	a	way	that	differs	from	their	literal	meaning.	How	are	figures	of	speech	used	in	writing?	Figures	of	speech	are	used	in	every	type	of	writing	to	achieve	different	effects.	Which	figure	of	speech	you	use
depends	on	what	effect	you	want	to	have	on	the	reader.	For	example,	you	might	use	simile,	metaphor,	or	antithesis	to	create	more	vivid	imagery.	If	you	want	to	add	humor,	you	might	try	using	a	pun.	Your	writing,	at	its	best.Works	on	all	your	favorite	websitesRelated	Articles	You	may	well	have	heard	of	the	term	a	figure	of	speech	but	what	exactly
does	this	refer	to?	We	are	going	to	look	into	what	a	figure	of	speech	is	and	how	it	can	be	used.	We	will	also	look	in-depth	at	some	examples	of	figures	of	speech	and	explain	what	they	mean.	Figures	of	speech	are	an	essential	aspect	of	language	and	communication,	serving	as	creative	tools	that	generate	specific	effects	and	enhance	the	impact	of	a
message.	They	can	be	found	in	everyday	language	as	well	as	in	literature,	ranging	from	oral	storytelling	to	polished	poetry	and	prose.	Intentional	deviations	from	literal	statements	or	common	usage,	these	expressions	emphasize,	clarify,	and	embellish	language	to	make	it	more	engaging	and	expressive.	What	Is	A	Figure	of	Speech?	PinFigures	of
Speech	–	Created	by	7ESL	Figure	of	Speech	Definition	A	figure	of	speech	is	something	that	is	used	to	convey	a	more	deep	or	intense	meaning.	It	is	a	phrase	made	up	of	two	or	more	words	that	can	add	effect	to	the	meaning	of	something	and	is	used	in	a	non-literal	sense.	When	using	literal	speech,	the	words	and	sentences	explain	what	is	happening
literally,	or	in	other	words,	what	is	happening	in	reality.	When	we	use	a	figure	of	speech	to	explain	a	situation,	the	words	and	sentences	become	nonliteral	and	do	not	convey	what	is	actually	happening	but	rather	give	a	feeling	as	to	what	is	happening.	An	example	to	show	the	comparison	between	literal	speech	and	a	figure	of	speech	would	be:	Whilst
we	know	that	it	is	not	literally	raining	cats	and	dogs,	the	figure	of	speech	adds	intensity	to	the	meaning	of	the	sentence	and	puts	an	emphasis	on	how	much	it	is	raining.	A	figure	of	speech	is	a	word	or	phrase	which	is	used	to	describe	something	in	a	non-literal	sense.	These	can	be	used	as	a	literary	device	within	a	written	text	in	order	to	explain
something	in	a	more	artistic	sense	or	they	can	be	used	in	English	speaking.	In	the	latter,	they	are	usually	used	to	compare	something,	give	advice	or	create	a	less	literal	description	of	something.	When	used	as	a	rhetorical	device	a	figure	of	speech	will	give	an	opposite	or	different	meaning	to	what	is	intended.	It	can	also	be	used	to	convey	a	meaning	or
trigger	emotion	to	the	reader	or	listener.	Figures	of	Speech	Examples	There	are	various	different	types	of	figures	of	speech,	whilst	there	are	a	large	amount	of	types,	there	are	ten	more	common	ones	which	we	see	in	both	written	and	spoken	English.	They	are:	Simile:	this	makes	a	comparison	between	two	things	using	the	words	like	or	as,	for	example
‘she	shone	as	bright	as	the	sun.’	Metaphor:	makes	a	comparison	between	two	things	which	have	something	in	common,	for	example	‘the	eyes	are	the	window	to	the	soul.’	Hyperbole:	uses	an	exaggeration	to	convey	a	more	profound	meaning,	for	example	‘I	have	a	thousand	things	to	do	this	morning.’	Oxymoron:	uses	a	two-word	phrase	where	the	words
contradict	one	another	to	give	a	positive	meaning,	for	example	‘she	is	pretty	ugly.’	Pun:	a	play	on	words,	for	example,	‘a	boiled	egg	for	breakfast	is	hard	to	beat.’	Alliteration:	uses	repeated	letter	sounds	throughout	a	sentence,	for	example	‘the	high	horse	hopped	along	the	highway.’	Onomatopoeia:	these	are	words	that	resemble	the	sound	they	are
describing,	for	example	‘the	car	alarm	went	beep.’	Irony:	the	use	of	language	which	is	the	opposite	of	what	is	meant,	for	example,	‘I	love	it	when	I	drop	my	phone,	how	wonderful.’	Anaphora:	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	for	rhythmic	effect,	for	example	‘you	must	not	stop,	you	must	not	wane,	you	must	not	fail.’	Antithesis:	this	makes	a	comparison
or	connection	between	two	ideas	in	a	sentence,	for	example	‘that	is	one	small	step	for	man	and	one	giant	leap	for	mankind.’	Types	of	Figures	of	Speech	PinTypes	of	Figure	of	Speech	–	Created	by	7ESL	There	are	different	types	of	figures	of	speech	and	we	are	now	going	to	look	at	those	types,	what	they	are	and	how	to	use	them	by	looking	at	some
examples	of	them	being	used	in	sentences.	Metaphor	Metaphor	is	when	there	is	a	comparison	made	between	two	different	things	which	share	something	in	common.	Here	are	some	examples	of	metaphor	in	use.	The	world	is	your	oyster.	She	was	the	shining	star	of	the	talent	show.	His	eyes	were	ice.	Simile	Simile	is	a	phrase	that	compares	something
to	something	else	using	the	words	like	or	as.	Here	are	some	examples	of	simile	in	use.	Her	hair	was	as	golden	as	the	sun	The	dog	is	as	fit	as	a	fiddle.	I	felt	as	high	as	a	kite.	Hyperbole	Hyperbole	is	a	term	that	uses	exaggeration	to	add	a	more	dramatic	meaning	to	the	sentence.	Here	are	some	examples	of	hyperbole	in	use.	My	bag	weighs	a	tonne.	His
nose	is	the	length	of	the	river	Nile.	I	have	a	million	things	to	do	today.	Irony	Irony	is	a	statement	that	conveys	the	exact	opposite	meaning	of	what	is	literally	being	said.	It	is	also	a	statement	that	contradicts	the	situation.	Here	are	some	examples	of	irony	in	use.	The	fire	station	burnt	to	the	ground.	The	pilot	had	a	fear	of	flying.	‘What	lovely	weather.’
she	said	when	it	was	raining	Alliteration	Alliteration	is	when	there	is	a	repetition	of	sound	within	a	phrase	or	sentence.	Here	are	some	examples	of	alliteration	in	use.	She	sells	seashells	on	the	seashore	Peter	piper	picked	a	peck	of	pickled	pepper	The	dog	dug	deeper	into	the	depths.	Nicky’s	necklace	nipped	at	her	neck.	Anaphora	Anaphora	is	when	a
word	is	repeated	multiple	times	within	a	phrase.	Here	are	some	examples	of	anaphora	in	use.	Every	morning,	every	afternoon	and	every	evening	I	walk	by	the	lake.	He	had	one	apple,	one	banana	and	one	pear.	My	life	is	happy,	my	life	is	simple,	my	life	is	complete.	Antithesis	Antithesis	is	applying	a	juxtaposition	of	ideas	which	are	contrasting	in	a
statement	that	is	balanced.	Here	are	some	examples	of	antithesis	in	use.	Man	proposes	and	God	deposes.	Love	is	an	ideal	thing	and	marriage	is	a	real	thing.	That	is	one	small	step	for	man	and	one	huge	leap	for	mankind.	Apostrophe	Apostrophe	is	speaking	to	an	object	or	item	that	is	not	alive	as	if	it	were	in	fact,	alive.	Here	are	some	examples	of
apostrophe	is	use.	Oh	come	on	you	stupid	door,	just	unlock.	Thank	you	oven,	for	helping	me	make	this	meal.	Come	on	trousers,	you	have	to	fit	me.	Assonance	Assonance	is	the	similarity	in	sound	between	vowels	in	the	middle	of	neighboring	words.	Here	are	some	examples	of	assonance	in	use.	How	now,	brown	cow.	On	the	side	of	the	hide.	Top	of	the
pop	Chiasmus	Chiasmus	is	when	two	sentences	are	balanced	against	one	another	but	with	the	words	reversed.	Here	are	some	examples	of	chiasmus	in	use.	Work	to	live	and	do	not	live	to	work.	She	went	to	town,	off	to	town	went	she.	You	forget	what	you	want	to	remember	yet	you	remember	what	you	want	to	forget	Euphemism	Euphemism	is	the
replacement	of	a	phrase	that	might	be	deemed	offensive	by	one	which	implies	the	same	meaning	but	does	not	carry	offense	with	it.	Here	are	some	examples	of	euphemisms	in	use.	Instead	of	‘he	died’	you	would	say	‘he	passed	away.’	Instead	of	‘she	had	an	abortion’	you	would	say	‘she	terminated	the	pregnancy.’	Instead	of	‘going	for	a	poo’	you	would
say	‘going	to	use	the	bathroom.’	Litotes	Litotes	is	an	understatement	that	applies	a	negative	to	express	the	meaning	of	the	affirmative.	Here	are	some	examples	of	litotes	in	use.	She	isn’t	the	friendliest	woman	in	the	world.	I	wasn’t	unhappy	with	the	gift	That	dress	is	not	too	bad	Metonymy	Metonymy	is	when	a	phrase	is	replaced	with	another	which
has	a	similar	meaning,	used	to	describe	something	in	an	indirect	manner.	Here	are	some	examples	of	metonymy	in	use.	The	pen	is	more	mighty	than	the	sword.	I	remain	loyal	to	the	crown.	My	husband	is	considered	a	silver	fox.	Onomatopoeia	Onomatopoeia	is	a	word	that	resembles	the	sound	it	is	describing.	Here	are	some	examples	of	onomatopoeia
in	use.	The	bacon	sizzled	in	the	pan.	My	watch	ticks	loudly.	The	crow	cawed	overhead.	Oxymoron	Oxymoron	is	when	two	words	in	a	phrase	contradict	one	another.	Here	are	some	examples	of	oxymoron	in	use.	The	girl	next	door	is	pretty	ugly.	That	cat	is	mighty	small.	Our	farewell	was	bittersweet.	Paradox	Paradox	is	a	statement	that	contradicts	itself.
Here	are	some	examples	of	paradoxes	in	use.	He	is	a	wise	fool.	Deep	down	Anna	is	really	shallow.	It	is	the	beginning	of	the	end.	Personification	Personification	is	when	an	object	which	is	not	alive	is	given	human	qualities.	Here	are	some	examples	of	personification	in	use.	My	car	is	a	real	beauty.	That	rod	will	take	out	someone’s	eye.	My	alarm	clock
screams	at	me	every	morning.	Pun	A	pun	is	a	play	on	words,	it	uses	a	word	to	give	a	different	sense	to	the	sentence	and	add	a	double	meaning.	Here	are	some	examples	of	puns	in	use.	The	two	guitarists	got	on	well	as	they	were	always	in	a	chord.	I	spend	a	lot	of	time	doing	DIY	so	I	know	the	drill.	An	egg	for	breakfast	is	not	easy	to	beat.	Synecdoche
Synecdoche	is	a	statement	in	which	only	part	of	something	is	expressed	to	relate	to	the	whole.	Here	are	some	examples	of	synecdoche	in	use.	At	school,	the	children	learn	ABCs	and	123s	He	has	just	got	some	new	wheels.	There	were	many	hired	hands	in	the	factory.	Understatement	An	understatement	is	a	statement	that	is	made	to	be	less	important
than	what	is	actually	being	conveyed.	Here	are	some	examples	of	understatement	in	use.	The	grand	canyon	is	a	hole	in	the	ground.	I	only	have	two	million	dollars.	There	was	a	flood	in	the	town,	it	must	have	rained	a	bit	in	the	night.	Epigram	An	epigram	is	a	concise	and	witty	statement	that	conveys	a	thought	or	observation.	Typically,	it	is	used	to
challenge	or	entertain	the	reader.	Epigrams	may	be	poetic	or	prose	statements,	but	they	usually	exhibit	a	rhythmic,	memorable	quality.	Example:	“I	can	resist	everything	except	temptation.”	–	Oscar	Wilde	Ellipsis	Ellipsis	refers	to	the	deliberate	omission	of	words	or	phrases,	typically	for	the	sake	of	conciseness	or	to	create	an	effect.	It	allows	the
reader	to	fill	in	the	gaps,	which	can	create	suspense	or	build	emphasis.	Example:	“The	thief	was	bold,	cunning,	ruthless…”;	in	this	case,	the	reader	can	imagine	other	adjectives	describing	the	thief.	Antanaclasis	Antanaclasis	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	a	word	is	repeated	within	the	same	sentence	or	clause,	but	with	a	different	or	opposing	meaning
each	time.	It	serves	to	create	emphasis	on	a	particular	point	and	often	adds	a	playful	or	humorous	tone	to	the	writing.	Example:	“Your	argument	is	sound…all	sound!”	–	Benjamin	Franklin	Anthimeria	Anthimeria	is	the	use	of	a	word	outside	of	its	traditional	grammatical	role,	often	for	stylistic	or	creative	purposes.	It	typically	involves	using	a	noun	as	a
verb	or	vice	versa.	Example:	“I	could	use	a	good	sleep.”;	in	this	case,	the	word	“sleep”	(a	noun)	is	used	as	a	verb.	Rhetorical	Question	A	rhetorical	question	is	a	question	asked	to	make	a	point,	provoke	thought,	or	create	emphasis,	rather	than	to	elicit	a	direct	response.	The	answer	is	usually	self-evident,	and	the	question	serves	to	emphasize	the
intended	message.	Example:	“Is	the	Pope	Catholic?”;	the	answer	is	obvious,	but	the	question	drives	home	a	point.	Figures	of	Speech	|	Video	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor
cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon
the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where
your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	A	figure	of	speech	is	a	rhetorical	device	that	achieves	a	special	effect	by
using	words	in	distinctive	ways.	Though	there	are	hundreds	of	figures	of	speech,	below	are	20	of	the	most	common	figures.	You	will	probably	remember	many	of	these	terms	from	your	English	classes.	Whether	you	are	conscious	of	it	or	not,	you	use	figures	of	speech	every	day	in	your	writing	and	conversations.	For	example,	common	expressions	such
as	“falling	in	love,”	“racking	our	brains,”	and	“climbing	the	ladder	of	success”	are	all	metaphors	–	the	most	pervasive	figure	of	all.	Likewise,	we	rely	on	similes	when	making	explicit	comparisons		–	“light	as	a	feather”	“red	as	blood”	and	hyperboles	to	emphasize	a	point	–	“I’m	starving!”.	Using	original	figures	of	speech	in	our	writing	is	a	way	to	convey
meanings	in	fresh,	unexpected	ways.	Figures	can	help	our	readers	understand	and	stay	interested	in	what	we	have	to	say.	1.	Alliteration	The	repetition	of	an	initial	consonant	sound.	Example:	The	plantain	planter	planted	plantains	in	plantain	plantations	2.	Anaphora	The	repetition	of	the	same	word	or	phrase	at	the	beginning	of	successive	clauses	or
verses.	(Contrast	with	epiphora	and	epistrophe.)	Example:	Now	is	the	time	to	make	real	the	promises	of	democracy.	Now	is	the	time	to	rise	from	the	dark	and	desolate	valley	of	segregation	to	the	sunlit	path	of	racial	justice.	Now	is	the	time	to	make	justice	a	reality	for	all	of	God’s	children.	3.	Antithesis	The	juxtaposition	of	contrasting	ideas	in	balanced
phrases.	Example:	Setting	foot	on	the	moon	may	be	a	small	step	for	a	man,	but	a	giant	step	for	mankind.	4.	Apostrophe	Breaking	off	discourse	to	address	some	absent	person	or	thing,	some	abstract	quality,	an	inanimate	object,	or	a	nonexistent	character.	Example:	Twinkle,	twinkle,	little	star,	How	I	wonder	what	you	are.	Up	above	the	world	so	high,
Like	a	diamond	in	the	sky.	5.	Asssonance	6.	Chiasmus	A	verbal	pattern	in	which	the	second	half	of	an	expression	is	balanced	against	the	first	but	with	the	parts	reversed.	Example:	Never	let	a	Fool	Kiss	You	or	a	Kiss	Fool	You.	7.	Euphemism	The	substitution	of	an	inoffensive	term	for	one	considered	offensively	explicit.	Example:	Letting	someone	go
instead	of	firing	someone;	Passed	away	instead	of	died;	Ethnic	cleansing	instead	of	genocide;	Big-boned	instead	of	heavy	or	overweight;	Comfort	woman	instead	of	prostitute;	Between	jobs	instead	of	unemployed;	Sanitation	engineer	instead	of	garbage	man.	An	extravagant	statement;	the	use	of	exaggerated	terms	for	the	purpose	of	emphasis	or
heightened	effect.	Example:	I	am	so	hungry	I	could	eat	a	horse;	If	I	can’t	buy	that	new	game,	I	will	die;	That	joke	is	so	old,	the	last	time	I	heard	it	I	was	riding	on	a	dinosaur	Often,	I	find	myself	addressing	my	computer	directly,	begging	it	to	cooperate	with	me.	“My	computer	hates	me,”	is	a	common	phrase	I	mention	to	people	nearby.	I	also	tend	to
complain	about	the	ton	of	socks	that	need	folding	and	the	millions	of	things	I	have	to	do.	Basically,	I	complain	a	lot,	using	figure	of	speech	devices	like	apostrophe,	personification	and	hyperbole.	Describing	events	in	a	literal	way	can	be	dry	and	uninteresting.	Using	figures	of	speech	communicates	deeper	meaning	to	deliver	more	expressive	imagery	to
the	listener	or	reader.	In	this	way,	writers	and	speakers	can	suggest	visuals,	create	rhetorical	effects	or	produce	vivid	ideas.	A	figure	of	speech	involves	using	language	in	a	unique	way	to	paint	a	distinct	picture	for	the	reader.	This	literary	device	can	be	in	the	form	of	a	phrase	or	a	single	word.	The	intended	meaning	differs	from	its	ordinary	meaning	to
create	an	enhanced	experience.	figure	of	speech	(noun):	a	word	or	phrase	that	intentionally	deviates	from	its	literal	meaning	to	produce	a	rhetorical	effect,	emphasize	or	embellish	language	or	create	a	striking	impression.	A	skilled	writer	will	use	a	figure	of	speech	to	develop	a	more	memorable	description,	create	an	unforgettable	impression	or
convey	a	specific	atmosphere	or	feeling.	Figures	of	speech	communicate	information	in	a	more	lively	and	colorful	way.	These	figurative	language	tools	effectively	bring	words	to	life,	taking	readers	on	a	journey	through	the	writer’s	intent.	A	figure	of	speech	can:	Add	richness	to	descriptions	or	events	Enhance	understanding	through	the	use	of
comparisons	Develop	striking	imagery	Communicate	abstract	or	complex	ideas	Elicit	emotion	Connect	ideas	that	do	not	have	an	apparent	relationship	Create	memorable	sections	of	prose	Make	the	content	more	relatable	and	enjoyable	People	often	use	figures	of	speech	in	everyday	conversation.	Hyperbole:	Exaggerating	to	highlight	a	feature	or
quality	My	backpack	weighs	a	ton.	I’ll	die	if	I	can’t	go	to	the	concert.	That	guy	is	older	than	dirt.	Oxymoron:	Connecting	two	opposing	ideas	small	crowd	controlled	chaos	original	copy	deafening	silence	clearly	confused	Pun:	Using	words	that	have	similar	sounds	or	applications	to	create	a	double	meaning	This	vacuum	sucks.	Make	like	a	tree	and	leave.
Some	bunny	loves	you.	Crabs	don’t	share	because	they	are	shellfish.	Understatement:	Expressing	less	emotion	than	expected	to	create	an	effect	or	show	irony	A	person	who	gets	100%	on	an	exam	saying,	“I	think	I	did	OK.”	Someone	who	crashes	a	car	stating,	“I	put	a	few	scratches	on	it.”	Describing	below	zero	weather	as	“a	little	chilly.”	Verbal
paradox:	Using	contradictory	statements	to	reveal	a	truth	All	I	know	is	I	know	nothing.	Less	is	more.	You	make	money	by	spending	it.	The	only	constant	is	change.	Euphemism:	Replacing	harsh	phrases	with	more	pleasant	words	Our	organization	is	going	to	have	to	let	you	go.	My	grandpa	is	over	the	hill.	I	need	to	powder	my	nose.	Writers	employ
figures	of	speech	in	their	work	for	many	reasons.	Simile:	Connecting	two	things	with	comparison	words	busy	as	a	bee	cute	as	a	kitten	run	like	the	wind	grows	like	a	weed	Metaphor:	Comparing	things	without	comparison	words	drowning	in	a	sea	of	paperwork	rollercoaster	of	emotions	time	is	a	thief	Personification:	Attributing	human	characteristics	to
an	object	The	sunlight	danced	across	the	lake.	That	piece	of	pizza	is	calling	my	name.	The	flowers	nodded	in	the	breeze.	Some	figure	of	speech	examples	found	in	works	of	literature	include	the	following:	Personification	William	Wordsworth,	“I	Wandered	Lonely	as	a	Cloud”	“A	host,	of	golden	daffodils;	/	Beside	the	lake,	beneath	the	trees,	/	Fluttering
and	dancing	in	the	breeze.”	Alliteration	Toni	Morrison,	“Sula“	“It	was	a	fine	cry	–	loud	and	long	–	but	it	had	no	bottom,	and	it	had	no	top,	just	circles	and	circles	of	sorrow.”	Paradox	William	Shakespeare,	“Julius	Caesar“	“Cowards	die	many	times	before	their	deaths;	The	valiant	never	taste	of	death	but	once.”	Understatement	J.D.	Salinger,	“The
Catcher	in	the	Rye“	“It	isn’t	very	serious.	I	have	this	tiny	little	tumor	on	the	brain.”	Simile	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald,	“The	Great	Gatsby“	“In	his	blue	gardens,	men	and	girls	came	and	went	like	moths	…”	Figure	of	SpeechDefinitionExamplealliterationThe	repetition	of	the	first	consonant	sounds	in	a	group	of	wordspotential	power	playanaphoraThe	repetition
of	words	at	the	beginnings	of	a	sequence	of	clauses“So	let	freedom	ring	from	the	prodigious	hilltops	of	New	Hampshire.	Let	freedom	ring	from	the	mighty	mountains	of	New	York.	Let	freedom	ring	from	…”	(Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	“I	Have	a	Dream”	speech)antithesisA	rhetorical	device	that	pairs	contrasting	ideas	by	using	parallel	structureNo	guts,	no
gloryapostropheDirectly	addressing	someone	or	something	that	is	not	present“O	Romeo,	Romeo,	wherefore	art	thou	Romeo?”	(Shakespeare,	“Romeo	and	Juliet“)assonanceThe	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	within	lines	of	textGo	slow	over	the	roadchiasmusA	rhetorical	figure	in	which	words	or	concepts	repeat	in	reverse	order“Pleasure’s	a	sin,	and
sometimes	sin’s	a	pleasure.”	(Lord	Byron,	“Don	Juan”)euphemismFigurative	language	used	to	replace	an	unpleasant	expression	with	an	agreeable	onepassed	awayhyperboleIntentional	exaggerationHer	smile	was	a	mile	wide.ironyConveying	meaning	by	using	language	that	typically	signifies	the	oppositeSaying,	“What	a	lovely	day!”	during	a
hurricane.litotesA	form	of	verbal	irony	using	understatementHe’s	no	spring	chicken.metaphorA	comparison	by	using	one	word	in	place	of	anotherThis	room	is	a	pigsty.metonymySubstitution	for	a	name	or	attribute	of	a	thing	or	conceptReferring	to	the	American	administration	as	“The	White	House”onomatopoeiaWords	that	sound	like	their
meaninghiss,	sizzle,	crackoxymoronA	self-contradicting	statementdefinite	possibilityparadoxA	seemingly	contradictory	statement	that	also	conveys	truthThis	is	the	beginning	of	the	end.personificationGiving	human	characteristics	to	something	nonhumanThe	wind	howled.punA	play	on	words	using	words	that	sound	similar	or	convey	two	possible
meaningsI’m	a	baker	because	I	knead	the	dough.simileA	direct	comparison	of	two	things	using	comparison	words,	such	as,	“like”	or	“as”You	were	as	brave	as	a	lion.synecdocheA	figure	of	speech	in	which	a	part	represents	the	whole	or	vice	versaReferring	to	a	vehicle	as	“wheels.”understatementA	device	in	which	something	is	made	to	seem	less
important	than	it	isSaying	you	“lost	a	couple	of	dollars”	after	losing	thousands	in	a	poker	game.	There	are	numerous	kinds	of	figurative	language	that	are	figures	of	speech.	Scholars	divide	the	many	forms	into	two	primary	categories:	tropes	and	schemes.	A	literary	trope	utilizes	figurative	language	to	create	an	artistic	image.	It	originates	from	the
Greek	word	“trepein,”	which	means	“to	turn,	to	alter,	to	change.”	Tropes	change	the	usual	meaning	of	words	to	convey	a	vivid	picture	or	description.	Below	is	the	full	list	of	literary	tropes.
accismusallegoryallusionambiguityanacoenosisanalogyanapodotonantanaclasisanthimeriaanthropomorphismantimetaboleantiphrasisantistasisantonomasiaaphorismapologiaaporiaapophasisappositiveapostrophearchaismauxesisbathosburlesque
metaphorcatachresiscataphoracategoriaclichecircumlocutioncongeriescorrectiodehortatiodenominatiodiatyposisdouble	negativedirimens
copulatiodistinctiodyphemismdubitatioekphrasisepanorthosisencomiumenumeratioepicrisisepiplexisepitropeerotemaerotesiseuphemismgrandiloquenceexclamationhumorhyperbationhyperbolehypocatastasishypophoraHysteron	proteronilleisminnuendoinversionironylitotesmalapropismmeiosismemento
verbummerismmetalepsismetaphormetonyymynegative	questionneologismnosismnon	sequituroccupatioonomatopoeiaoxymoronpar’hyponoianparableparadiastoleparadoxparaprosdokianparalipsisparodyparonomasiapathetic	fallacyperiphrasispersonificationpleonasmpareteritioprocatalepsisproslepsisprothesisproverbpunredundancyrhetorical
questionsatiresensory	detailsesquipedalianismsimilesnowclonestylesuperlativesyllepsissyncatabasissynchoresissynecdochesynesthesiatautologytransferred	epithettruismtricolon	diminuenstricolon	crescensverbal	paradoxverba	ex	oreverbum	volitanszeugmazoomorphism			Schemes	change	word	order,	patterns,	syntax,	sounds	or	letters	instead	of
altering	the	meanings	of	words	or	phrases.	Below	is	the	full	list	of	literary	schemes.	accumulationadnominationalliterationadynatonanacoluthonanadiplosisanaphoraanastropheanti-
climaxanthimeriaantimetaboleantirrhesisantistropheantithesisaphorismusaposiopesisappositionassonanceasteismusasterismosasyndetoncacophonycataphoraclassificationchiasmusclimaxcommoratioconduplicatioconversionconsonancecorrelative
versediacopedubitatiodystmesisellipsiselisionenallageenjambmentepanalepsisepanodosepistropheepizeuxiseuphonyhalf	rhymehendiadyshendiatrishomeoptotonhomeoteleutonhomographshomonymshomophoneshypallagehyperbatonhyperbolehypozeuxishysteron	proteronisocoloninternal
rhymekenninglitotesmerismmimesisonomatopoeiaparadiastoleparallelismparaprosdokianparemvoliaparenthesisparoemionparrhesiapleonasmpolyptotonpolysyndetonpunrhythmsibilancesine	dicendosolecismspoonerismsuperlativesynathroesmussyncopesymplocesynchysissynesissynecdochesynonymiatautologytmesiszeugma	With	so	many	figure	of
speech	examples,	you	are	sure	to	find	a	way	to	craft	engaging	works	that	leap	off	the	page	and	hook	the	reader	with	the	penetrating	power	of	carefully	chosen	prose.	Leave	a	comment	and	tell	us	which	figure	of	speech	techniques	you	use	in	your	writing	or	everyday	life.	We	are	all	ears!	Figures	of	speech	are	creative	rhetorical	devices	that	go	beyond
literal	meaning.	They	make	the	language	more	colorful	and	impactful.	These	figures	of	speech	allow	the	writers	to	convey	ideas	and	imagery	in	an	imaginative	and	unconventional	way	through	comparisons,	associations	and	plays	on	words.	Some	common	examples	include	similes,	metaphors,	hyperbole,	personification,	oxymoron’s	and	alliteration.
Skillful	use	of	rhetorical	devices	brings	vividness	and	flair	to	expression.	These	figures	of	speech	make	communication	more	engaging,	memorable	and	expressive.	The	figures	of	speech	are	important	rhetorical	device,	that	writers	and	speakers	employ	to	enhance	the	power	and	impact	of	their	language.	The	use	of	creative	comparisons	and	vivid
imagery	engage	the	audience	in	memorable	ways	that	literal	language	often	lacks.	Figures	of	speech	strengthen	communication	by	using	creative	language	to	emphasize	ideas	in	a	more	compelling	way	than	plain	speech	alone.	Their	artful	deviations	from	literal	meaning	make	key	points	more	memorable	and	impactful	for	audiences.	Used
strategically	or	just	to	infuse	writing	with	imaginative	flair,	rhetorical	devices	ensure	ideas	resonate	longer	in	the	minds	of	the	readers	and	listeners.	In	essence,	by	elevating	functional	language	to	an	art	form	through	their	nuanced	turns	of	phrase,	figures	of	speech	make	messages	more	persuasive,	engaging	and	unforgettable.	For	finding	figures	of
speech	in	the	writing,	it	is	necessary	to	look	for	words	or	phrases	that	are	used	in	a	non-literal	way.	For	example,	if	someone	says	‘my	heart	is	breaking’,	he	is	using	a	metaphor	to	describe	his	emotions.	Here	is	a	list	of	50	figures	of	speech	used	in	English	literature	and	daily	communication:	Repetition	of	the	same	initial	letter	or	sound	in	closely
connected	words.	They	could	be	uttered	within	a	phrase	of	sentences,	starting	with	the	same	sound	of	consonants	but	not	necessarily	being	the	same	letter.	Some	examples	of	alliteration	are:	Peter’s	pink	pig	She	sells	seashells	Big	bad	wolf	Sally	sells	seashells	by	the	seashore	“Once	upon	a	midnight	dreary.”	In	the	said	context,	the	sound	of	‘m‘	has
been	alliterated	with	‘midnight‘	and	‘dreary’.	The	repetition	of	consonant	sound	creates	a	musical	and	effect.	It	enhances	the	gloomy	atmosphere,	which	the	write	is	trying	to	convey	in	the	poem.	It	is	a	type	of	amplification,	wherein	the	words	or	phrases	are	reiterated	in	every	clause,	sentence	and	line.	The	word	is	used	to	stress	an	idea	in	a	piece	of
writing	or	it	serves	as	a	connector.	I	came,	I	saw,	I	conquered.	To	be	or	not	to	be,	that	is	the	question.	United	we	stand,	divided	we	fall.	“It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times.	It	was	the	age	of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness.	It	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity.	It	was	the	season	of	Light,	it	was	the	season	of
Darkness.	It	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair.”	Dickens	has	used	anaphora	by	repeating	the	phrase	‘it	was’	at	the	beginning	of	each	successive	clause.	He	emphasizes	the	contrasting	nature	of	the	time	period.	The	practice	of	anaphora	is	used	to	establish	a	unique	mood	and	setting	that	stick	in	people’s	minds	to	capture	it	as	a
whole.	It	is	a	literary	device,	which	is	used	to	juxtapose	the	contrasting	ideas	in	balanced	phrases.	It	highlights	opposition	through	parallel	grammatical	structures.	The	early	bird	catches	the	worm,	but	the	second	mouse	gets	the	cheese.	You	win	some,	you	lose	some.	Absence	makes	the	heart	grow	fonder,	but	out	of	sight	is	out	of	mind.	“All	that	is
gold	does	not	glitter,	Not	all	those	who	wander	are	lost”	The	first	line	‘All	that	is	gold	does	not	glitter’	sets	up	an	expectation.	The	second	line	‘Not	all	those	who	wander	are	lost’	subverts	it	with	the	opposite	proposition.	This	creates	an	antithetical	parallel	structure	that	emphasizes	the	contrast	between	appearances/expectations	and	realities.	Things
are	not	always	as	they	seem	on	the	surface.	A	direct	address	to	an	absent	or	dead	person,	or	to	an	object,	quality,	or	idea.	It	is	a	rhetorical	device	used	to	engage	or	emotionally	influence	the	audience.	Stupid	phone,	why	aren’t	you	charging?	Come	on	feet,	you	can	make	it	up	the	stairs!	Thank	you	coffee	for	the	caffeine	boost.	“O	Romeo,	Romeo!
wherefore	art	thou	Romeo?	Deny	thy	father	and	refuse	thy	name;	Or,	if	thou	wilt	not,	be	but	sworn	my	love,	And	I’ll	no	longer	be	a	Capulet.”	The	rhetorical	device	gives	an	emotional	outlet	to	Juliet	and	draws	the	audience	deeper	into	her	perspective.	It	underscores	the	tragedy	of	their	star-crossed	love	and	opposing	families	through	Juliet’s	anguished
pleas.	This	example	demonstrates	how	apostrophe	can	powerfully	convey	emotion	and	engagement	when	used	skillfully	in	literary	works	like	Shakespeare’s	Romeo	and	Juliet.	It	intensifies	reader	experience	of	the	characters	and	themes.	The	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	in	nearby	words.	It	adds	musicality	and	emphasis	to	speech	or	writing.	Assonance
creates	cadences	that	can	make	utterances	more	memorable,	soothing	or	impactful.	Pick	a	pink	peach	please.	Slowly	she	strode	down	the	street.	Do	you	need	anything	else?	“The	rain	in	Spain	stays	mainly	in	the	plain.”	This	famous	tongue	twister	uses	assonance	extensively	through	the	repetition	of	the	“ai”	sound	in	words	like	“rain”,	“Spain”,
“mainly”.	The	assonance	highlights	the	difficulty	in	pronouncing	the	phrase	quickly	due	to	all	the	similar	vowel	sounds	falling	in	close	succession.	It	makes	the	sentence	rhythmically	challenging	to	say.	A	reference	to	a	well-known	person,	place,	event	or	work	of	art.	It	relies	on	the	readers	or	listener’s	background	knowledge	and	cultural	literacy.	They
allow	speakers	to	colorfully	draw	on	cultural	knowledge	without	exposition.	That	plan	is	doomed	like	the	Titanic.	Don’t	pull	a	Houdini	on	me!	She’s	no	Mother	Teresa.	“These	are	the	times	that	try	men’s	souls.”	This	well-crafted	allusion	would	resonate	powerfully	with	educated	readers,	which	reminds	them	of	the	challenges	ahead	in	their	fight	for
independence	using	a	culturally	significant	reference.	It	illustrates	how	allusions	can	add	profound	layers	of	inferred	meaning	in	literature	by	drawing	on	intertextual	connections	in	an	economy	of	words.	Figures	of	Speech	with	Examples	Something	out	of	its	normal	time.	It	involves	mentioning	something	from	a	different	time	period	in	a	way	that
distorts	the	actual	chronology.	I	was	just	watching	some	Netflix	after	work	yesterday.	Let	me	check	my	iPhone	for	the	time.	I’ll	email	you	the	details	later	today.		“I	cannot	rest	from	travel:	I	will	drink	Life	to	the	lees.”	Tennyson	imagines	the	thoughts	and	desires	of	the	Homeric	hero	Ulysses	in	his	later	years	after	returning	home	from	the	Trojan	War.
However,	the	language	and	ideas	Tennyson	attributes	to	Ulysses	are	anachronistic,	as	they	reflect	Victorian	England	in	the	19th	century	rather	than	ancient	Greece.	The	inversion	of	the	usual	order	of	words.	It	involves	rearranging	the	structure	of	words	or	phrases	for	impact.	It	creates	variety	from	the	standard	structures	we	expect.		Fed	up	am	I
with	this	traffic!	Off	to	work	go	I.	In	the	kitchen,	what’s	that	noise?	“Gallop	apace,	you	fiery-footed	steeds,	Towards	Phoebus’	lodging!	Such	a	wagoner	As	Phaëton	would	whip	you	to	the	west	And	bring	in	cloudy	night	immediately.”	Romeo	uses	anastrophe	by	rearranging	the	expected	word	order	of	‘fiery-footed	steeds’	to	emphasize	the	speed	and
passion	of	the	horses	as	they	carry	the	sun	across	the	sky.	While	inverting	‘fiery-footed	steeds’	to	‘you	fiery-footed	steeds’,	the	writer	draws	attention	to	the	horses	through	anastrophe	and	builds	dramatic	tension	as	Romeo	anxiously	awaits	nightfall.	A	word	that	can	have	opposite	meanings.	Here	are	the	common	antagonym	examples:	Sanction	–	This
word	can	mean	“to	approve”	or	“to	penalize.”	Example	A:	“The	manager	sanctioned	the	purchase	of	new	computers.”	(Approved)	Example	B:	“The	UN	threatened	sanctions	against	the	hostile	nation.”	(Penalized)	Oversight	–	This	word	refers	to	an	unintentional	failure	to	notice	something,	or	the	act	of	overseeing/supervising.Example	A:	“The	typo	was
due	to	an	oversight	by	the	editor.”	(Failure	to	notice)Example	B:	“There	will	be	governmental	oversight	of	the	program.”	(Supervision)	Left	–	This	word	indicates	either	“departed”	or	“remaining.”	Example	A:	“Most	of	the	cake	was	eaten,	but	some	was	left.”	(Remaining)	Example	B:	“The	traveler	left	early	in	the	morning.”	(Departed)	Antimetabole
involves	the	repetition	of	a	phrase	or	statement	in	a	reversed	sequence.		“I,	the	miserable	and	the	abandoned,	am	an	abortion,	to	be	spurned	at,	and	kicked,	and	trampled	on.”	The	above	excerpt	illustrates	the	antimetabole	literary	device	through	a	reversed	order	of	repetition	including	“and	trampled	on,	and	kicked,	and	spurned	at”.	This	shows	how
much	Frankenstein’s	monster	is	being	mistreated	and	rejected	by	society.	Antonomasia	is	the	act	of	replacing	the	name	of	an	individual	with	another	word/phrase.	This	word	simply	represents	aspects	of	character	of	a	person.	It	is	also	used	to	highlight	similarity	or	relation	between	two	people	or	item.	The	term	calling	someone	who	is	very	organized
“a	Monica”	in	relation	to	the	well	manicured	Monica	Geller	character	from	friends.	Calling	someone	cunning,	crafty	and	shrewd	as	Judas,	in	reference	to	the	Judas	Iscariot	of	the	Bible,	who	beated	Jesus.	Suggesting	that	an	innocent,	mischievous	troublesome	child	is	a	“Dennis	the	Menace”.	The	literary	device	of	Asyndeton	involves	leaving	out
connective	words	like	‘and’	or	‘or’	among	other	conjunctions	when	a	number	of	connected	clauses	follow	one	preceding	clause.	This	allows	for	faster	movement	as	well	as	highlights	the	importance	of	it.	Essays	must	be	submitted	on	time.	The	house	was	ready	for	living	with	the	furniture	in	it,	carpets	laid	on	the	floor,	and	curtains	drawn.	This	is	the
repetition	of	the	last	word	of	a	preceding	clause	at	the	beginning	of	the	next	one.	Fear	leads	to	anger.	Anger	leads	to	hate.	Hate	leads	to	suffering.	The	environment,	it	is	life	and	therefore	we	have	to	save	it.	I	did	everything	I	could.	My	best	efforts	were	insufficient.	You	entered	my	world.	My	world	has	changed	forever.	Chiasmus	is	a	rhetorical	device
in	which	two	or	more	clauses	are	balanced	against	each	other	by	the	reversal	of	structures	in	order	to	produce	a	mirror	effect.	Fair	is	foul,	and	foul	is	fair.	(Shakespeare’s	Macbeth)	You	forget	what	you	want	to	remember,	and	you	remember	what	you	want	to	forget.	(Cormac	McCarthy,	The	Road)	Ask	not	what	your	country	can	do	for	you	–	ask	what
you	can	do	for	your	country.	(John	F.	Kennedy’s	inaugural	address)	Catachresis	is	the	use	of	a	word	in	an	incorrect	way	or	in	the	wrong	context	for	rhetorical	effect.	Using	‘blanket	of	snow’	to	describe	snow	covering	the	ground,	even	though	blankets	do	not	look	like	snow.	Referring	to	a	loud	noise	as	‘deafening	silence’	despite	the	contradiction
between	deafening	and	silence.	Describing	someone’s	smile	as	‘infectious’	even	though	smiles	do	not	spread	disease	like	an	infection.	The	climax	refers	to	the	most	tense	and	dramatic	part	of	the	narrative	in	works	of	literature.	This	is	the	climax	when	tension	attains	its	zenith	and	the	conclusion	of	the	tale	begins.	Following	this	is	a	resolution	stage
whereby	the	major	conflicts	in	the	story	are	solved	and	the	fate	of	characters	is	ascertained.	A	fundamental	part	of	structure	that	also	helps	generate	tension	in	the	story	and	hold	on	the	attention	of	the	reader	or	viewer.	Emotional	Climax:	The	moment	comes	when	a	subject	becomes	too	frustrated	and	bursts	out	with	an	enormous	amount	of	emotion
leading	to	an	unexpected	ending.	Plot	Climax:	This	is	where	the	climax	of	the	story	takes	place,	where	the	conflict	culminates,	and	the	starting	point	for	the	resolution.	Social	Climax:	It	happens	when	someone	or	some	people	climb	to	a	top	of	social	position	in	most	cases	by	planned	strategy.	A	mild	or	indirect	word	or	expression	substituted	for	one
considered	to	be	too	harsh	or	blunt.	Passed	away	instead	of	died	Let	go	instead	of	fired	Challenged	instead	of	disabled	“Mrs.	Dubose	was	a	morphine	addict,”	said	Atticus.	“She	took	it	as	a	pain-killer	for	years.	The	doctor	put	her	on	it.	She’d	have	spent	the	rest	of	her	life	on	it	and	died	without	so	much	agony,	but	she	was	too	contrary—”	Here,	words
‘addict	and	‘pain	killer’	have	been	used	instead	of	direct	terms	like,	‘drug	habit’	or	‘opiate	addiction’.	This	may	have	been	considered	crude	or	inappropriate	at	the	time.	This	allows	the	author	to	discuss	Mrs.	Dubose’s	situation	in	a	more	genteel	and	less	shocking	way.	He	uses	the	euphemistic	language	rather	than	direct	terminology.	The	omission	of
words	necessary	for	complete	grammatical	construction	but	understood	in	the	context.	The	European	soldiers	killed	six	of	the	remaining	villagers,	the	American	soldiers,	two.	“He	is	very	plain,	undoubtedly—remarkably	plain:	but	that	is	nothing	compared	with	his	entire	want	of	gentility.	I	had	no	right	to	expect	much,	and	I	did	not	expect	much;	but	I
had	no	idea	that	he	could	be	so	very	clownish,	so	totally	without	air.	I	had	imagined	him,	I	confess,	a	degree	or	two	nearer	gentility.”	Austen	uses	an	ellipsis	here	when	Harriet	says	“I	had	imagined	him…a	degree	or	two	nearer	gentility.”	Harriet	doesn’t	finish	her	thought.	The	ellipsis	shows	that	her	words	trail	off	hinting	that	she	is	uncomfortable
admitting	she	hoped	Mr.	Martin	would	be	more	refined.	This	allows	Austen	to	suggest	Harriet’s	embarrassment,	without	having	her	directly	spell	it	out.	The	continuation	of	a	sentence	without	a	pause	beyond	the	end	of	a	line,	couplet,	or	stanza	in	poetry.	“Let	me	not	to	the	marriage	of	true	minds	Admit	impediments.	Love	is	not	love	Which	alters	when
it	alteration	finds,	Or	bends	with	the	remover	to	remove.”	The	writer	employs	the	literary	device	of	enjambment	in	the	foresaid	lines.	Rather	than	pausing	at	the	end	of	the	line,	the	sentence	continues	into	the	next	one	without	punctuation.	This	creates	a	flowing	and	lyrical	feeling	that	mirrors	the	notion	of	love	not	being	impeded.	The	repetition	of	a
word	at	the	end	of	successive	clauses	or	sentences.	Government	of	the	people,	by	the	people,	for	the	people,	shall	not	perish	from	the	Earth.	(Abraham	Lincoln’s	Gettysburg	Address)	We	shall	fight	on	the	beaches,	we	shall	fight	on	the	landing	grounds,	we	shall	fight	in	the	fields	and	in	the	streets,	we	shall	fight	in	the	hills	(Winston	Churchill’s	speech	to
the	House	of	Commons)	“I	have	a	dream	that	one	day	this	nation	will	rise	up	and	live	out	the	true	meaning	of	its	creed:	We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	men	are	created	equal.	I	have	a	dream	that	one	day	on	the	red	hills	of	Georgia,	sons	of	former	slaves	and	sons	of	former	slave-owners	will	be	able	to	sit	together	at	the	table	of
brotherhood.”	The	use	of	epistrophe	has	been	observed	in	“I	have	a	dream”	at	the	start	of	several	different	phrases.	The	repetitive	nature	of	this	technique	underscores	his	idea	about	the	future,	and	it	helps	make	his	words	more	poignant,	inspiring	and	memorable.	Every	time	King	says	“I	have	a	dream”	he	refers	to	his	wish	that	there	should	be
harmony	and	equality	in	the	United	States.	Anaphora	(repeated	phrase	leading	to	clauses)	of	this	aspirational	sentence	provides	rhetorical	force	and	rhythm	of	the	speech	to	crescendo	at	emotional	climax	where	King’s	dreams	of	the	nation	are	presented.	The	use	of	phrases	and	words	that	are	noted	for	their	mellifluousness	and	ease	in	speaking.	The
sounds	of	children’s	laughter	carried	melodiously	through	the	warm	summer	air.	The	babbling	brook	babbled	pleasantly	as	it	wound	its	way	through	the	verdant	meadow.	The	lilting	euphony	of	the	writing	style	matches	Pip’s	hopeful	expectations	as	he	journeys	to	Miss	Havisham’s	house	for	the	first	time:	“The	mist	was	heavier	yet	when	I	got	out	upon
the	marshes,	so	that	instead	of	my	running	at	everything,	everything	seemed	to	run	at	me.	This	was	very	disagreeable	to	a	guilty	mind.	The	gates	and	dykes	and	banks	came	bursting	at	me	through	the	mist,	as	if	they	cried	as	plainly	as	could	be,	‘A	boy	with	somebody	else’s	pork	pie!	Stop	him!’”	The	consonance	and	assonance	create	a	musical,	flowing
quality	to	mimic	Pip’s	eager	and	optimistic	young	imagination,	which	emphasizes	the	theme	of	hope	in	the	novel.	The	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	in	immediate	succession,	typically	within	the	same	sentence,	for	vehemence	or	emphasis.	Alone,	alone,	all,	all	alone,	Alone	on	a	wide,	wide	sea.	Fight,	fight	for	your	rights	and	your	freedom!	Mark	Antony
repeats	the	words	in	his	famous	speech	to	emphasize	his	points	and	rouse	the	crowd:	“For	Brutus	is	an	honorable	man;	So	are	they	all	honorable	men—	Come	I	to	speak	at	Caesar’s	funeral.	He	was	my	friend,	faithful	and	just	to	me.”	The	repetition	of	words	‘honorable’	and	subsequently	‘faithful’	create	stress	qua	the	qualities	of	Caesar,	while	planting
seeds	of	doubt	through	his	epizeuxis.	The	repetition	mimics	the	persuasive	rhythm	of	a	skillful	orator	whipping	the	crowds	into	an	emotional	frenzy	over	Caesar’s	death.	Hyperbole	is	an	exaggerated	statement	or	claim	that	is	not	meant	to	be	taken	literally,	but	instead	used	as	a	way	to	emphasize	a	point	or	evoke	strong	feelings.	I’ve	told	you	a	million
times	to	clean	your	room!	The	wait	to	get	in	was	endless.	“For	I	ne’er	saw	true	beauty	till	this	night.”	When	Romeo	first	lays	eyes	on	Juliet,	he	goes	overboard	describing	how	he	has	never	seen	someone	so	beautiful	before.	He	is	basically	exaggerating	to	show	just	how	head-over-heels	in	love	with	her	he	is	already.	This	total	exaggeration	about	her



sets	things	up	for	how	their	whole	intense,	doomed	relationship	story	will	go	from	here.	A	figure	of	speech	in	which	a	single	complex	idea	is	expressed	by	two	words	connected	with	“and”	rather	than	a	noun	and	adjective.	We	listened	to	the	poet’s	wise	and	ancient	words.	The	guests	ate	and	drank	until	late	in	the	evening.	“Her	voice	is	full	of	money—
that	was	the	inexhaustible	charm	that	rose	and	fell	in	it,	the	jingle	of	it,	the	cymbals’	song	of	it.”	Here	the	words	‘jingle’	and	‘cymbals	song’	express	the	musical	quality	of	Daisy’s	voice	more	vividly	than	just	calling	it	‘musical	voice’.	The	pairing	of	synonymous	nouns	intensifies	the	quality	being	described.	A	figure	of	speech	in	which	the	syntactic
relation	between	two	terms	is	reversed.	It	is	often	used	for	poetic	effect.	“The	heavy	foot	of	time”	instead	of	“the	footfalls	of	heavy	time”.	The	hungry	stomach	waited	impatiently	to	be	fed.	“The	windswept	plain	gave	no	shelter	to	wandering	cattle,	and	slanted	wood	planks	of	abandoned	farmhouse	doors	banged	in	aimless	gusts.”	The	way	Erdrich
describes	the	wind	is	real	neat.	Instead	of	just	saying	the	wind	was	blowing	hard	or	whatever,	she	says	the	plain	itself	was	windswept.	An	indirect	or	subtle	observation	about	a	thing	or	person.	It	is	generally	critical,	disparaging,	or	salacious	in	nature.	Some	say	he’s	not	unfamiliar	with	the	inside	of	a	jail	cell.	The	politician	claimed	to	stand	for	family
values,	but	his	record	showed	otherwise.	“Is	Miss	Darcy	much	grown	since	the	spring?”	said	Miss	Bingley;	“will	she	be	as	tall	as	I	am?”“I	think	she	will.	She	is	now	about	Miss	Elizabeth	Bennet’s	height,	or	rather	taller.”	Jane	Austen	hints	at	some	sexual	stuff	going	on	between	Lizzy	Bennet	and	Miss	Bingley	about	Darcy.	When	they’re	talking	about
how	tall	each	of	them	are,	it	seems	like	they’re	also	arguing	about	who’s	gonna	be	the	one	in	charge	in	their	whole	complicated	relationship	with	Darcy.	Like	the	one	who	stands	tallest	gets	to	boss	around	the	other	two	and	so	I	think	Austen’s	pretty	slyly	starting	some	drama	here	with	that	suggestive	comparison	of	their	heights.	Special	words	or
expressions	used	by	a	profession	or	group	that	are	difficult	for	others	to	understand.	Please	reboot	your	PC	to	complete	the	installation.	The	computer	technicians	talked	about	RAM,	CPUs,	and	SSDs	when	upgrading	the	office	devices.	“Takes	a	good	mechanic	to	keep	‘em	rollin’.	Know	how	a	differential	works?”	The	talk	about	car	stuff	like	the
differential	shows	how	Al	uses	a	bunch	of	mechanic	words.	Steinbeck	makes	it	clear	what	Al	does	for	a	living	just	through	the	way	he	talks,	without	having	to	straight	up	say	he’s	a	mechanic.	Using	all	those	gearhead	terms	makes	Al	seem	more	like	a	real	person	instead	of	just	a	character,	and	lets	you	get	to	know	him	better	since	you	can	see	stuff
about	his	job.	The	fact	of	placing	two	or	more	things	side	by	side,	often	with	the	intent	of	comparing	or	contrasting	them.	Beauty	and	decay.	The	lavish	wedding	reception	was	held	in	the	ballroom,	while	homeless	people	searched	for	food	in	the	alley	behind	the	hotel.	“And	yet	he	did	it	with	what	composure	and	concentration	we	have	seen	…
accomplishing	the	task	he	set	himself,	both	in	the	poor	workshop	and	in	the	rich	drawing-room.”	Dickens	tries	to	get	readers	to	really	grasp	the	huge	change	in	Dr.	Manette’s	life	by	showing	the	difference	between	his	nice	old	job	as	a	fancy	doctor	with	a	swanky	office	and	his	current	gig	cobbling	shoes	together	in	a	dingy	workshop	and	it’s	like	night
and	day	–	he	went	from	living’	large	to	just	scrapping	by.	It	really	makes	you	think	about	how	quick	things	can	turn	around,	don’t	it?	Expression	of	one’s	meaning	by	using	language	that	normally	signifies	the	opposite.	A	plumber’s	house	always	has	leaking	taps.	A	traffic	jam	occurred	on	the	highway	on	the	day	I	left	extra	early	to	avoid	being	late.
“There	would	be	no	powerful	will	bending	hers	in	that	blind	persistence	with	which	men	and	women	believe	they	have	a	right	to	impose	a	private	will	upon	a	fellow-creature.”	Mrs.	Mallard	is	elated	on	hearing	that	her	husband	has	passed	away	as	she	feels	liberate	from	the	union.	Unfortunately,	in	a	bitter	irony	of	fate,	she	is	overcome	by	shock
following	arrival	from	nowhere	of	Mr.	Mallard	who	appears	very	much	alive.	Here,	Chopin	uses	situational	irony	that	inverts	the	scenario	that	Mrs.	Mallard	and	the	readers	are	accustomed	to.	This,	in	essence,	explains	why	marriage	was	quite	oppressing	to	her.	An	understatement	in	which	an	affirmative	is	expressed	by	negating	its	opposite.	He’s	not
the	brightest	bulb	in	the	chandelier.	The	hike	through	the	canyon	was	no	walk	in	the	park.	Nelly	criticizes	Heathcliff	with	litotes	after	he	returns	following	Catherine’s	death:	“He’s	not	a	rough	diamond	–	a	pearl-containing	oyster	of	a	rustic:	he’s	a	fierce,	pitiless,	wolfish	man.”	Bronté	says	heathcliff	is	no	rough	diamond	but	fierce	and	pitiless	wolflike
man	with	an	attempt	to	understate	the	extent	of	Nelly’s	hatred	towards	him.	This	makes	the	character	of	Heathcliff	even	crueler	in	an	accentuated	manner	through	negation	instead	of	direct	condemnation.	A	metaphor	makes	a	direct	comparison	between	two	unlike	things,	stating	that	one	thing	is	the	other.	My	old	car	was	a	dinosaur	–	old	and
decrepit.	The	assignment	was	a	breeze	–	extremely	easy.	“As	daylight	doth	a	lamp;	her	eyes	in	heaven	Would	through	the	airy	region	stream	so	bright.”	He	compares	Juliet’s	eyes	to	stars.	Romeo	says	her	eyes	would	shine	as	brightly	in	the	sky	as	daylight	does	to	a	lamp.	Shakespeare	uses	metaphor	to	elevate	Juliet’s	beauty	to	celestial	heights.	A	figure
of	speech	in	which	a	word	or	phrase	is	used	to	represent	something	else	with	which	it	is	closely	associated	or	related.	It	consists	in	replacing	the	name	of	one	object	of	the	other	similar	object.	The	pen	is	mightier	than	the	sword.	The	White	House	issued	a	statement.	“Friends,	Romans,	countrymen,	lend	me	your	ears.”		In	this	line,	“ears”	is	used	to
represent	the	attention	or	audience	of	the	people.	Malapropism	is	an	error	of	language	which	involves	one	word	being	wrongly	exchanged	for	another	closely	sounding	word	having	the	opposite	meaning	which	results	into	nonsense	or	some	funny	statement.	He	is	the	pineapple	of	politeness.	I’m	on	a	seafood	diet.	I	see	food,	and	I	eat	it.	“Comparisons
are	odorous.”	Here,	Dogberry	mistakenly	uses	“odorous”	instead	of	“odious,”	resulting	in	a	humorous	misuse	of	the	word.	A	euphemistic	figure	of	speech	that	intentionally	understates	something	or	implies	that	it	is	lesser	in	significance	or	size.	I’m	somewhat	tired	after	completing	a	marathon.	It’s	just	a	flesh	wound.	“I	come	to	bury	Caesar,	not	to
praise	him.”	This	reduces	the	focus	on	his	intentionality	in	order	to	build	up	a	strong	empathic	sense.	The	above	instances	go	to	show	that	Meiosis	can	be	employed	to	underrate	or	reduce	a	matter	for	comic	effect	or	emphasis.	The	use	of	words	that	imitate	the	sounds	associated	with	the	objects	or	actions	to	which	they	refer.	“Buzz”	–	the	word
imitates	the	sound	of	a	bee.	“Splash”	–	the	word	resembles	the	sound	of	something	hitting	or	entering	water.	“How	they	tinkle,	tinkle,	tinkle,	In	the	icy	air	of	night!”	The	word	“tinkle”	imitates	the	sound	of	bells	ringing,	which	provides	a	sensory	experience	for	the	reader.	These	examples	illustrate	how	Onomatopoeia	is	used	to	bring	aural	imagery	to
written	language,	evoking	sounds	through	words.	An	oxymoron	is	a	figure	of	speech	that	combines	two	contradictory	terms	to	create	a	paradoxical	effect.	It	is	usually	used	to	create	a	dramatic	or	thought	provoking	impact	in	literature,	poetry	or	everyday	language.	“Good	night,	good	night!	Parting	is	such	sweet	sorrow.”	Here,	the	combination	of
‘sweet’	and	‘sorrow’	creates	the	oxymoronic	expression.	I	hope	this	clarifies	the	concept	of	an	oxymoron	and	provides	relevant	examples.	A	statement	that	seems	self-contradictory	or	nonsensical	but	in	reality	expresses	a	possible	truth.	“War	is	peace,	freedom	is	slavery,	ignorance	is	strength.”	The	juxtaposition	of	contradictory	concepts	forms	a
paradox.	It	reflects	the	twisted	logic	of	the	dystopian	society	depicted	in	the	novel.	The	use	of	components	in	a	sentence	that	are	grammatically	the	same	or	similar	in	their	construction,	sound,	meaning	or	meter.	To	be,	or	not	to	be:	that	is	the	question.	(Hamlet)	The	midnight’s	all	a-glimmer,	and	’tis	oil	midnight.	(A	Midsummer	Night’s	Dream)	“The
evening	ailed	her,	and	she	grew	shimmeringly	and	inconsolably	pale.	She	was	disturbed.”	In	the	aforesaid	example,	‘ailed	her’	and	‘grew	shimmeringly	and	inconsolably	pale.	She	was	disturbed’	are	parallel	in	structure	and	meaning.	The	sentence	creates	a	strong	image	of	the	protagonist	emotional	state	through	repetition	of	sentence	structure	and
synonyms.	Attributing	human	characteristics	to	nonhuman	things.	The	sun	smiled	on	the	meadow.	The	wind	whispered	through	the	trees.	The	clock	struck	midnight.	See	also:	Anthropomorphism	vs	Personification	“The	hills	were	alive	with	the	sound	of	music.”		In	the	aforesaid	example,	personification	is	used	to	describe	the	tranquil	hills	surrounding
the	setting	as	if	the	hills	themselves	emanated	sound.	This	poetic	device	makes	the	scene	vivid	and	lively,	which	allows	the	readers	or	viewers	to	visualize	the	environment	more	clearly.	A	pun	refers	to	a	type	of	a	joke	that	uses	one	word	but	with	multiple	meanings	either	deliberately	or	unintentionally.	I’m	reading	a	book	on	anti-gravity.	It’s	impossible
to	put	down!	She	died	doing	what	she	loved,	spreading	satin.	“To	be,	or	not	to	be:	that	is	the	butt’s	finish.	Or,	to	butt	or	not	to	butt–that	is	the	question:”	The	speaker	creates	puns	by	substituting	words	like	‘butt’	for	‘to	be’	and	‘butt’	or	‘or	not	to	butt’	for	‘to	be,	or	not	to	be’.	These	humorous	wordplays	provide	a	comedic	take	on	the	original	soliloquy.
It	reveals	the	power	and	versatility	of	language	and	English	puns.	Moreover,	the	puns	help	to	convey	a	sense	of	humorous	absurdity,	which	serves	as	an	effective	way	of	breaking	the	tension	in	a	scene.	Attributes	human	feelings	and	responses	to	inanimate	things	or	animals,	especially	in	art	and	literature.	The	somber	clouds	darkened	our	mood.
“Naught’s	had,	all’s	spent,Since	it	operational	kindWas	mine,	’tis	interference,	‘twixt	drunkennessAnd	sleep,	‘twixt	waking	and	oblivion‘Tis	an	easyZoomonly	title	Loans	Credit	Line	perfect	palindrome‘Tis	but	a	year	or	two	at	most,	/	Ere	I	must	sleep	in	my	tomb.”	This	excerpt	is	rich	in	pathetic	fallacy,	as	the	thunder,	lightning	and	rain	are	personified
and	directly	connected	to	the	events	and	emotions	of	the	characters.	A	literary	device	that	is	used	in	the	formulation	of	an	alternative	and	shorter	phrase	to	replace	a	relatively	long	and	complicated	one.	This	is	usually	in	form	of	a	circumlocution	or	round	about	expression,	rather	than	direct	or	literal	phraseology.	Periphrasis	is	used	because	of
different	aims	that	include	highlighting	the	statement,	adding	weight	or	solemnness,	masking	the	sense	and	avoiding	tediousness.	At	this	current	moment	in	time”	instead	of	“now.”	Instead	of	saying	“You	stupid	idiot,”	one	might	say,	“You’re	not	exactly	a	genius,”	“O,	she	doth	mock	me	too!	Friar	Laurence,	I	took	her	for	my	flour	and	frame;	and	now
am	I	turn’d,	then,	an	compromise	of	sound	and	sense,	I	am	very	salt	of	tear.”	Through	the	use	of	periphrasis,	Lord	Capulet	is	able	to	express	the	depth	of	his	grief	and	the	magnitude	of	his	loss	without	resorting	to	simple	and	direct	language.	The	stylistic	scheme	in	which	words	derived	from	the	same	root	are	repeated.	Love	is	an	irresistible	desire	to
be	irresistibly	desired.	“For	who	so	firm	that	cannot	be	agitated?	Be	not	disturbed,	though	change	and	chiding	chance,	By	gallants	fond,	by	gossips	diffame;	praise	you,	and	why	not?	Speak	you	praises,	or	wherein	dish?	If	you	disgust,	why	then	fair	Mar	low	despite?	If	you	can	blame,	blame;	if	you	cannot	blame,	why	then	be	brief!	Thus	convergence,
thus	men	judge	of	us:	If	we	be	merry,	praise	it	not;	If	we	be	grave,	thengraver	us:	Set	down	these	rights;	where	is	your	scribe?	Write,	for	my	part,	I	am	I.”	Through	the	use	of	Polyptoton	in	her	speech,	Rosalind	is	able	to	stress	the	theme	of	changeability	and	inconsistency	in	human	beings.	She	repeated	the	word	‘change’	with	different	endings	and
parts	of	speech	to	emphasize	her	meaning	in	a	poetic	and	impactful	manner.	Deliberate	use	of	many	conjunctions.	This	literary	technique	creates	a	series	of	equal	clauses	that	are	connected	by	‘and’,	‘but’	‘or’	and	other	coordinating	conjunctions,	which	emphasizes	the	parallel	structure	of	the	sentences.	We	have	ships	and	men	and	money	and	stores.
“The	sluggish	ooze,	which	heaped	round	my	feet,Cold	slid	and	squirmed,	and	multiple	my	pains;And	faster	and	faster	sunk	that	stone!Who	laid	bat	wings	to	Memphian	sculptures’	eyes!Beneath	the	rocks,	beneath	the	sea,	/	The	old	man	popped.”	Through	the	use	of	Polysyndeton	in	this	poem,	Coleridge	is	able	to	emphasize	the	parallels,	repeated	and
iterative	circumstances	faced	by	the	speaker,	which	makes	the	poem	more	engaging	and	vivid.	The	use	of	more	words	than	necessary	to	convey	meaning	either	as	a	fault	of	style	or	for	emphasis.	It	is	a	rhetoric	device	whereby	two	words	are	used	to	emphasize	one	meaning.	This	refers	to	a	writing	style	that	tends	to	use	a	lot	of	words	to	convey	an	idea
while	also	repeating	or	using	double	terms	denoting	exactly	the	same	meaning.		see	with	one’s	eyes	or	burning	fire.	“I	am	a	thousand	winds	that	blow,I	am	the	diamond	glints	on	snow,I	am	the	sun	on	ripened	grain,I	am	the	gentle	autumn	rain.When	you	awaken	in	the	morning’s	hush,I	am	the	swift	uplifting	rushOf	quiet	birds	in	circled	flight.I	am	the
soft	stars	that	shine	at	night.Do	not	stand	at	my	grave	and	cry,I	am	not	there;	I	did	not	die.”	Here,	the	repetition	of	‘I	am’	is	used	to	reinforce	the	idea	of	the	speaker’s	presence	and	continuity	even	after	death.	The	use	of	pleonasms	in	this	poem	creates	a	lyrical	and	immersive	quality,	which	emphasizes	the	richness	and	significance	of	everyday
experiences.	A	comparison	between	two	unlike	things	using	‘like’	or	‘as’.	Simile	helps	to	create	vivid	imagery	and	convey	complex	emotion	by	providing	a	concrete	example	or	comparison.	Her	smile	was	as	bright	as	the	sun.	She	worked	like	a	horse	“I	am	seraunt	to	some	demies,That	mock	our	masters	of	their	festivities;And	sometimes	I’ll	a	little
poster	it,When	you	have	done	your	exercises,And	wonder	thengpuly	how	you	come	to	it;But	whether	by	born	or	taught	I	cannot	decipher;It	enables	me	to	speak	in	divinity;And	’tis	a	common	proof	that	low	men	understand	it.”	Here,	Puck	uses	a	simile	to	describe	his	ability	to	move	unnoticed.	This	simile	is	powerful	and	intriguing	as	it	draws	an
interesting	parallel	between	Puck’s	movements	and	servants	making	fun	of	their	masters	festivities.	The	use	of	simile	in	this	instance	helps	to	convey	the	idea	that	Puck	is	able	to	move	around	discreetly	without	being	seen.	A	part	is	made	to	represent	the	whole	or	vice	versa.	All	hands	on	deck.	Give	me	four	“Once	upon	a	midnight	dreary,	while	I
pondered	weak	and	weary,	/	Over	many	a	quaint	and	curious	volume	of	forgotten	lore—”		Poe’s	use	of	a	raven	as	a	symbol	in	his	poem	goes	beyond	just	representing	a	specific	bird	–	it	also	highlights	the	gloomy	associations	and	connotations	that	humans	often	attach	to	it.	The	poet	employs	synecdoche	to	represent	the	whole	in	order	to	create	a
somber	and	melancholic	atmosphere.	A	literary	device	where	strongly	stressed	consonants	are	created	deliberately	by	producing	soft,	hissing	sounds.	This	effect	is	often	produced	through	the	use	of	sibilant	consonant	sounds,	such	as	‘s’,	‘sh’,	‘z’,	and	‘zh’.	The	slithering	snake	slid	through	the	grass.	The	sea	slashed	against	the	shore	“Do	I	dareDisturb
the	universe?In	a	minute	there	is	timeFor	decisions	and	revisions	which	a	lifetimeOf	trouble,	of	growing	oldShall	not	make,	shall	not	mitigate,Shall	not	make	amends	for,Still	less	does	forgiveness,Since	that	silence	in	which	we	allDie	like	a	departed	king”	The	writer	uses	a	literary	device	called	sibilance	to	create	a	pensive	and	contemplative	mood.
This	technique	involves	the	repetition	of	words	with	an	‘s’	sound,	such	as	‘disturb’	and	‘universe’,	which	contributes	to	a	whispery	and	introspective	tone	that	matches	the	speaker’s	inner	thoughts.	The	repetition	of	initial	‘s’	sounds	in	these	words	helps	to	establish	a	connection	between	the	speaker’s	thoughts	and	the	events	that	he	ponders,	which
creates	a	sense	of	complexity	and	instability	in	the	relationship	between	the	two.	A	figure	of	speech	in	which	a	part	of	a	sentence	is	repeated	in	a	different	way.	For	example,	“The	dog,	the	dog,	that	stole	the	cat”	is	a	sycope	that	repeats	the	word	“dog”	in	a	different	way	to	emphasize	it.	“(Arise,	O	sleeper,	I	would	cry	to	you	up	in	your	burrow,	/	Come
out,”	James	Joyce	uses	the	literary	device	of	syncope,	which	involves	omitting	letters	or	sounds	from	words	to	mimic	natural	speech.	He	builds	dense,	meaningful	passages	around	gaps	and	distortions	in	dialogue	to	represent	a	sedated	and	slurred	voice.	The	contrast	between	these	sections	of	rich	prose	and	moments	of	silence	allows	Joyce	to	vividly
render	the	intense	inner	experiences	and	obsessions	of	his	characters.	Saying	the	same	thing	twice	in	different	words,	which	is	considered	to	be	a	redundancy.	She	took	a	deep	breath	and	breathed	in	deeply.	I	have	already	told	you	that	I	will	never	do	it	again.	“Arise,	fair	sun,	and	kill	the	enviously	dark	night!”	Shakespeare	uses	repetition	of	the
phrases	‘fair	sun’	and	‘enviously	dark	night’	to	emphasize	the	depth	of	Romeo’s	feelings	for	Juliet.	Though	the	two	phrases	mean	the	same	thing,	however	their	repetition	create	a	strong	visual	image	and	sensuous	tone	that	mirrors	Romeo’s	intense	emotions.	This	repetitive	technique	enriches	the	text’s	poetic	style	and	resonates	with	the	reader,	which
underscores	the	passionate	love	between	the	two	characters.	A	word	applies	to	two	others	in	different	senses.	She	broke	his	car	and	his	heart.	She	dressed	her	doll	and	her	brother.	“Officials	throng	the	streets,	The	sun	stews,	yesterday’s	rain	Drips	from	the	leaves	and	whatever	else	Will	hold	such	pineapple.”	Brodsky	uses	zeugma	that	yokes	together
two	ideas	that	may	not	naturally	belong	together.	He	connects	‘officials	throng	the	streets’	with	‘the	sun	stews’	pairing	a	group	of	people	with	a	description	of	the	weather.	This	unusual	juxtaposition	allows	Brodsky	to	hyperbolize	and	satirize	as	he	critically	examines	the	Soviet	regime.	admin	July	7,	2020	Grammar	10	kinds	of	figure	of	speech	with
examples	Language	can	be	used	in	two	ways.	These	are	the	literal	and	figurative	use	of	the	word.	Literal	language	is	direct,	uses	the	true	definition	and	meaning	of	idioms	along	with	words.	However,	when	figuratively	spoken,	the	meaning	of	any	word	or	phrase	will	depend	on	the	context	in	which	it	is	used.	A	way	of	speaking	is	based	on	the
rhetorical	department	or	this	figurative	language.	When	using	speech	figures,	sentences	will	differ	from	their	actual	meaning	in	order	to	give	these	words	a	more	specific	and	specific	meaning.	Simile	It	is	the	fact	that	the	powerless	of	two	objects	with	various	relations	between	them	is	compared	to	the	strong.	Four	elements	are	used	in	the	analogy,
which	are	similar,	simulated,	analogy	of	direction,	analogy	of	analogy.	Note:	We	should	distinguish	well	between	simile	and	simile.	We	can	think	like	this,	they	compare	us	to	our	mother	or	father.	In	other	words,	we	are	compared	to	the	mother.	It	is	then	a	powerful,	resembling	weak	that	is	likened	based	on	this	knowledge.	(Mother	and	father	are
stronger	than	we	can	keep	in	mind	here.)	When	dissolving	like	soap	in	water.	Metaphor	is	a	concept	based	on	an	analogy	based	on	metaphorical	meaning.	We	can	also	define	it	as	a	figure	of	speech	extending	etymologically	from	Ancient	Greece.	It	comes	from	the	word	‘metafora’,	a	Latin	and	Greek	word	by	origin.	Unrelated	words	are	not	used	in
metaphors.	On	the	contrary,	it	is	done	by	creating	depth	in	different	expressions.	The	“Less	is	more”	philosophy	is	important	in	most	parts	of	our	lives.	The	simpler	and	clearer	the	narration	is,	the	more	clear	and	understandable	the	message	that	is	intended	to	be	conveyed,	we	agree	on	this	issue.	However,	there	are	some	expressions	that	even	if	it	is
not	decorated	with	wax,	it	can	be	expressed	in	different	metaphors	and	can	easily	be	found	in	its	mind	on	the	opposite	side,	which	we	call	metaphor.	Personification	We	call	personification	to	give	a	human	property	to	non-human	beings.	It	comes	from	the	word	person.	We	can	remember	the	personification	from	the	word	person	by	bringing	the	person
to	our	mind.	A	rain	starts	or	thinner,	then	look	at	the	joy	in	the	soil,	the	birds	told	me	that	you	are	going	to	distant	lands.	That	beautiful	sound	of	mountain	mountain	has	traveled	all	around.	Hyperbole	It	is	the	art	of	telling	the	idea	that	is	meant	to	be	explained	by	making	it	larger	or	smaller.	The	wave	of	the	sea	did	not	go	as	far	as	my	heart.
Onomatopoeia	Onomatopoeia	is	one	of	the	issues	that	we	often	encounter	in	daily	life.	If	we	describe	it	briefly,	we	can	say	the	words	that	are	inspired	by	the	sounds	of	living	or	inanimate	beings	in	nature	and	emit	those	sounds.	People	sometimes	need	to	use	reflection	words	to	strengthen	their	expression.	The	sounds	of	some	beings	in	nature	can
sometimes	be	used	to	express	other	situations	related	to	those	beings	and	sometimes	similar.	Can	you	hear	the	clicks	coming	from	the	roof?	Idiom	Idiom	is	a	word	formed	by	using	more	than	one	word	together	and	rarely	in	the	connotation	of	a	single	word	to	express	a	certain	concept,	a	certain	emotion	or	situation.	If	we	give	an	example	from	Turkish,
we	can	show	thousands	of	them	such	as	“mouth-beating,	spreading	flour,	sitting	sitting,	removing	the	pods	from	the	mouth,	fell	to	the	uncle…”.	Examples	such	as	evening	meal,	cheddar,	water,	eye,	gedik	can	be	given	for	single	item	idioms.	Collar	shrug.	(Bored	of	a	person	or	situation)	Blasting	fire.	(Excessively	angry,	angry)	Proverb	These	are	the
utterances	of	the	public,	which	have	stereotyped	forms	that	express	the	judgments,	experiences,	wise	thoughts	or	advice	based	on	long	trials	of	people	in	the	past.	Proverbs	shows	different	features	in	terms	of	format	than	other	types	of	writing.	Writing	types	such	as	stories,	novels,	poems,	essays	are	formed	by	combining	many	sentences	and
integrating	them	in	terms	of	meaning.	However,	proverbs	usually	consist	of	one,	at	most	two	sentences.	All	emotions	and	thoughts	fit	in	this	one	sentence.	These	sentences	do	not	vary	from	person	to	person.	It	is	the	common	property	of	the	people	and	is	said	by	the	people	in	the	same	way.	A	mischievous	worker	crime	always	finds	materials.	(When	a
poor	worker	fails	to	fulfill	the	task	successfully,	he	bears	the	materials	or	external	factors	he	uses.)	10	kinds	of	figure	of	speech	with	examples	When	dissolving	like	soap	in	water.	(Smile)	John	is	a	goat.	(Metaphor)	A	rain	starts	or	thinner,	then	look	at	the	joy	in	the	soil,	the	birds	told	me	that	you	are	going	to	distant	lands.	That	beautiful	sound	of
mountain	mountain	has	traveled	all	around.	(Personification)	The	wave	of	the	sea	did	not	go	as	far	as	my	heart.	(Hyperbole)	Can	you	hear	the	clicks	coming	from	the	roof?	(Onomatopoeia)	I	lubricated	the	creaking	door	hinges	beautifully.	(Onomatopoeia)	Collar	shrug.	(Bored	of	a	person	or	situation)	Blasting	fire.	(Excessively	angry,	angry)	Get	into	the
eye.	(To	gain	interest	and	value)	Movements	speak	louder	than	words.	(Actions	reflect	the	human	character	better	because	it	is	easy	to	say	something	but	it	is	difficult	to	act	as	said)


