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Hotel	Dusk	and	Professor	Layton	are	both	great	puzzle-adventure	games	that	offer	an	engaging	experience.	Hotel	Dusk,	developed	by	Cing,	is	often	compared	to	999,	which	shares	similarities	in	its	gameplay	style.	Players	take	on	the	role	of	Jake	Hunter,	a	detective	tasked	with	solving	a	murder	mystery.	The	game's	pace	is	well-balanced,	with
challenging	puzzles	and	intriguing	story	segments.If	you're	new	to	the	series,	start	with	"The	Curious	Village,"	the	first	Professor	Layton	game,	as	it	introduces	the	character	and	gameplay	mechanics	effectively.	The	series	focuses	on	puzzles,	with	varying	styles	and	difficulty	levels.	Although	the	plot	takes	a	backseat	to	puzzle-solving,	the	pacing	is
well-handled,	making	for	an	enjoyable	experience.For	those	who	enjoy	straight-up	puzzle	games,	Polarium,	Meteos,	Puzzle	Quest,	and	MillionHeir	are	highly	rated	options.	However,	if	you're	looking	for	something	more	casual	with	mixed	media	elements,	consider	games	like	Polarium	or	Meteos.Hotel	Dusk	is	a	great	starting	point,	but	if	you've	already
tried	it,	Last	Window	might	be	up	your	alley	as	well.	The	Jake	Hunter	series	offers	another	puzzle-adventure	experience,	while	Manhattan	Requiem	and	Again:	Interactive	Crime	Novel	provide	similar	gameplay	styles.	AI:	The	Somnium	Files,	developed	by	the	director	of	Zero	Escape,	is	a	notable	mention	for	its	complex	puzzles.If	you're	interested	in
visual	novels	or	interactive	fiction,	Lost	Window:	The	Secret	of	Cape	West	and	Trace	Memory	are	both	worth	exploring.	The	latter	has	seen	a	remake	on	the	Switch,	offering	an	updated	experience	for	fans.	Lastly,	Retro	Mystery	Club	Vol.	1:	The	Ise-Shima	Case	is	another	great	option	for	puzzle	enthusiasts.Ghost	Trick	and	Another	Code:	Two
Memories	are	definitely	two	of	the	best	menu-based	Japanese	adventure	games	I've	played.	If	you	haven't	already	checked	them	out,	both	are	available	on	the	NDS	and	offer	a	unique	gaming	experience	that's	hard	to	find	elsewhere.	For	starters,	Ghost	Trick	is	an	absolute	masterpiece	-	its	tile-based	gameplay	mechanics	are	innovative,	the	art	style
and	animation	are	top-notch,	and	the	characters	are	all	so	well-developed.Another	Code:	Two	Memories,	on	the	other	hand,	is	closely	tied	to	Hotel	Dusk	&	999	thanks	to	their	developer	Cing.	If	you	enjoyed	those	games,	you'll	likely	find	a	lot	to	love	about	Another	Code.Time	Hollow	is	another	game	worth	checking	out	-	it's	also	available	on	the	NDS
and	shares	some	similarities	with	Ghost	Trick	in	terms	of	its	unique	gameplay	mechanics.The	visual	novel	Nanashi	no	Game	(Me)	is	also	highly	recommended	for	anyone	looking	for	something	truly	unique.	With	an	English	patch	available,	it's	definitely	worth	giving	a	try	-	just	be	prepared	to	go	in	blind!On	the	topic	of	Hotel	Dusk	&	999,	I	think	they're
both	super	unique	games	that	are	hard	to	compare	directly	to	anything	else.If	you're	still	having	trouble	deciding	on	which	game	to	play	first,	you	could	consider	checking	out	the	collection	The	Nonary	Games	-	it	includes	all	three	of	999's	sequels	and	the	two	Zero	Escape	games.In	North	America,	the	latter	has	recently	received	a	remake	on	Switch
alongside	its	Wii	sequel,	Another	Code:	R,	which	I	haven't	played.	From	what	I	gathered,	it	lost	some	of	its	charm	during	the	conversion,	and	some	puzzles	were	specifically	designed	around	the	DS's	features,	like	one	that	blew	my	mind	back	then	and	can't	be	replicated	on	Switch.	I'd	recommend	playing	the	original	DS	version.	Alongside	these,	the
two	big	DS	franchises,	Ace	Attorney	and	Professor	Layton,	are	well-known	and	highly	regarded,	definitely	satisfying	the	P&C	craving.	These	series	have	ups	and	downs	but	are	all	quality	games	offering	hundreds	of	hours	of	entertainment.	Ace	Attorney	leans	more	towards	visual	novels,	while	Professor	Layton	focuses	on	puzzles,	but	both	are
excellent.	They	even	collaborated	on	a	3DS	crossover	I	highly	recommend.	Note	that	in	the	Ace	Attorney	series,	the	Miles	Edgeworth	investigations	are	closest	to	a	classic	P&C	feel	with	third-person	navigation,	though	they	aren't	the	best	in	the	series.	All	Ace	Attorney	games	have	been	remastered	for	modern	platforms,	while	Professor	Layton
remains	on	DS/3DS.	Other	DS	games	worth	noting	include	the	Touch	Detective	series,	known	as	Touch	Mystery	in	Europe,	which	are	quirky	Japanese	games	with	unique	art	but	odd	pacing.	Broken	Sword:	Knights	of	the	Templars	-	Director's	Cut,	a	classic	PC	game	ported	to	DS,	still	delivers	but	with	downsized	visuals.	Runaway	2:	Dream	of	the	Turtle,
another	PC	port,	is	decent	but	lacks	the	magic	of	the	first.	Exit	DS	offers	more	puzzles	than	story	but	satisfies	the	P&C	craving.	Myst	DS	is	the	original	Myst	on	DS.	Flower,	Sun	and	Rain,	from	Suda	51,	is	cryptic	and	challenging,	even	for	seasoned	players.	The	Wii	had	several	P&C	ports	like	Telltale's	Sam	&	Max,	Tales	of	Monkey	Island,	and	Back	to
the	Future,	enhanced	by	the	Wiimote.	A	standout	Wii	exclusive	is	Capcom's	Zack	and	Wiki,	an	environmental	puzzle	game	reminiscent	of	90s	classics,	using	the	Wiimote	creatively.	The	story	is	minimal,	but	the	puzzles	are	smart	and	challenging.	Don't	be	fooled	by	its	childish	look;	it's	a	hidden	gem.	If	you	have	or	can	mod	a	Wii	or	DS/3DS,	ScummVM
allows	playing	classic	Sierra	and	Lucas	Arts	games.	You	can	re-experience	Day	of	Tentacle	with	a	Wiimote	or	Space	Quest	with	a	stylus.	Last	edited:	Apr	22,	2025	Your	Turn	to	Die	on	PC	is	great,	blending	P&C,	minigames,	and	social	deduction.	Still	unfinished,	but	the	writing	and	puzzles	are	engaging.	I	must	mention	Return	of	the	Obra	Dinn,	a
favorite	from	recent	years,	which	I	wish	I	could	forget	and	replay.	Recent	puzzle	adventures	include	The	Last	Door	1&2,	The	Room	series,	Machinarium,	Return	to	Monkey	Island,	Bulb	Boy,	2064,	Read	Only	Memories,	Thimbleweed	Park,	The	Darkside	Detective,	Her	Story,	and	12	Minutes.	Special	mention	to	Monument	Valley	1,2,3	for	pure	puzzle
mastery.	Last	edited:	Apr	22,	2025	I've	played	all	mystery	VN	stuff,	and	this	is	still	top	3,	only	Great	Ace	Attorney	2	surpasses	it.	View	attachment	60727	I	forgot	about	this	one!	Lots	of	love	for	it,	with	unique	writing,	great	characters,	and	Japanese	folklore.	Gen	Kobayashi's	art	is	stunning,	and	I	can't	wait	for	File	#23,	rumored	to	be	a	sequel	or
prequel.	###The	writer	shares	their	experience	with	a	game	series	they	enjoyed,	specifically	comparing	its	sequel	to	the	original.	They	found	the	gameplay	in	the	sequel	improved	over	the	first	one,	but	still	had	some	issues	with	certain	mechanics.	The	writer	expresses	their	love	for	adventure	games	and	requests	recommendations	from	others.To
satiate	this	thirst	for	more,	they've	compiled	a	list	of	visual	novels	(VNs)	with	game	elements:	Danganronpa	2,	AI	sominum	files,	Ace	attorney,	and	the	Zero	Escape	series.	They	also	suggest	mostly	VN	titles	like	Parasona	Sight	and	Raging	Loop.A	fan	of	escape	room	games	mentions	their	fondness	for	Hotel	Dusk	and	999	but	is	unaware	of	many	similar
games	on	the	DS.	Another	user	recommends	games	such	as	Another	Code,	Last	Window,	Phoenix	Wright,	and	Limbo	due	to	their	similarities	in	gameplay	and	themes.The	writer	also	enquires	about	a	specific	game	called	Ever	17	and	its	availability	on	the	Nintendo	DS.	A	suggestion	to	play	Crimson	Room	on	PSP	is	made,	but	the	writer	questions	if	it
differs	significantly	from	the	computer	version.Muv-Luv	Alternative	and	Steins;Gate	are	two	exceptional	visual	novel	games	that	offer	unique	gaming	experiences,	while	Muv-Luv	Alternative	also	includes	core	features	such	as	Sci-fi	Environment,	Tons	of	Dialogue,	Save	the	Humanity,	Nightmare,	and	more,	whereas	Steins;Gate	is	an	Adventure,	Visual
Novel,	and	Single-player	video	game	developed	and	published	by	5pb.,	Nitroplus.The	plot	of	Muv-Luv	Alternative	focuses	on	the	sci-fi	environment,	where	players	can	interact	with	non-player	characters	using	a	dialogue-based	system,	explore	the	story,	and	find	their	love	to	romance.	On	the	other	hand,	Steins;Gate	is	an	adventure	game	that	revolves
around	a	group	of	students	who	discover	technology	to	change	the	past,	featuring	non-linear	gameplay	and	multiple	scenarios.During	gameplay,	both	games	require	interaction	from	players,	such	as	reading	dialogues	in	Steins;Gate	or	using	dialogue-based	interactions	in	Muv-Luv	Alternative.	In	both	cases,	player	choices	can	significantly	affect	the
game's	outcome.	With	thrilling	gameplay	mechanics	and	graphics,	these	visual	novels	offer	engaging	experiences	that	keep	players	entertained	and	invested.
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