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Social	policy	refers	to	government	policies	aimed	at	meeting	the	needs	of	society.	It	aims	to	influence	how	society	is	structured	and	influences	the	rights,	freedoms,	and	responsibilities	of	citizens.	The	primary	implementation	areas	of	social	policy	are:	social	security,	health,	education,	housing,	employment,	and	migration	(Blakemore,	2003).	Examples
of	social	policies	include	raising	the	minimum	wage,	reforming	marriage	law,	and	mandating	a	minimum	school	leaving	age	of	16	years	of	age.	A	government’s	social	policy	is	interwoven	with	the	social	values	it	aims	to	promote.	For	example:	A	social	democratic	government	may	pursue	social	justice	reforms,	resource	redistribution,	and	increased
access	to	healthcare.	An	economically	liberal	government	is	traditionally	concerned	with	pursuing	efficient	social	policies	that	encourage	economic	activity	in	order	to	raise	living	standards.	Unemployment	support	–	Raising	the	amount	of	money	people	earn	when	on	unemployment	benefits,	or	linking	unemployment	benefits	to	job	applications.
Housing	–	Zoning	laws,	laws	about	housing	standards,	and	rent-to-own	policies	are	all	designed	to	promote	home	ownership	for	the	middle	and	working	classes.	Neighborhood	renewal	–	Local	governments	are	often	concerned	with	social	policies	linked	to	ensuring	people	have	access	to	greenspace,	entertainment,	and	sporting	facilities.	Child	and
family	support	–	Many	governments	will	implement	child	support	programs	like	childcare	support	programs	to	help	families	deal	with	cost	of	living	pressures	and	encourage	parents	to	re-enter	the	workforce.	Job	training	–	Governments	often	implement	job	training	programs	for	the	unemployed	to	give	them	the	skills	to	work.	These	may	be	free	or
subsidized	for	candidates	who	meet	a	certain	criteria.	Poverty	reduction	–	Poverty	reduction	policies	span	a	gammut	of	housing,	food	security,	wealth	redistribution,	and	subsidization	plans.	Governments	may	also	provide	economic	incentives	for	businesses	to	employ	people	from	impoverished	backgrounds.	Pension	schemes	–	Most	societies	recognize
the	need	for	support	services	for	the	elderly.	Often,	governments	mandate	pension	schemes	like	the	US-based	401K	to	encourage	people	to	save	for	their	retirements.	Schooling	and	education	–	Every	country	makes	education	mandatory	for	the	young.	This	social	policy	ensures	the	workforce	of	the	future	is	educated	and	can	meet	the	challenges	of
the	nation’s	economy.	Public	health	policy	–	Health	care	systems	are	designed	to	improve	the	overall	wellbeing	of	the	people.	Without	government	assistance	and	incentives,	many	parts	of	a	society	may	miss	out.	Disability	services	–	Disabled	people	have	unique	needs	that	are	often	met	through	government	programs.	They	may,	for	example,	mandate
building	accessibility	for	all	new	buildings,	and	provide	funds	for	people	with	disabilities	to	retrofit	their	homes	for	their	needs.	Unemployment	support	is	the	money	the	state	pays	unemployed	people	regularly	when	they	search	for	a	job.	Unemployment	supports	take	different	names,	such	as	unemployment	benefits,	unemployment	insurance,
unemployment	payment,	or	unemployment	compensation.	It	is	the	state’s	responsibility	to	protect	citizens	when	they	face	loss	of	income	and	the	threat	of	poverty	because	of	unemployment.	This	protection	is	among	the	human	rights	recognized	by	the	International	Labor	Organization	(ILO)	Employment	Promotion	and	Protection	Against
Unemployment	Convention,	adopted	in	1988.	There	are	criteria	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	support.	The	eligibility	issue	has	become	more	complex	since	the	1980s	with	the	advance	of	globalization.	The	socio-economic	rationale	behind	the	provision	of	this	support	is	maintaining	market	and	labor	market	stability,	as	well	as	preventing	social
unrest.	Housing	policy	concerns	providing	adequate	and	affordable	housing	for	all	citizens.	A	home	is	central	to	human	existence,	immensely	impacting	an	individual’s	and	a	family’s	living	standards	in	terms	of	physical	and	mental	health,	income	security	and	economic	chances,	integration	in	social	life,	educational	achievements,	integration	of
immigrants,	and	community	development:	“Good	housing	also	reduces	long-term	costs	to	society	in	other	areas	such	as	health,	education,	social	assistance,	and	employment	insurance”	(Carter	&	Polevychock,	2004).	In	other	words,	access	to	safe	and	stable	housing	is	a	key	social	determinant	of	health.	Housing	is	a	major	policy	area	in	a	world	that	is
rapidly	urbanizing	but	also	facing	economic	and	ecological	problems.	Even	in	the	industrialized	economies	of	the	world	(Global	North),	there	are	arising	challenges	before	the	provision	of	housing	policy.	Among	these	are	rising	housing	prices,	stagnating	wages,	demographic	pressures,	and	declining	public	investment	in	housing.		Although	adequate
housing	is	a	human	right,	over	1	billion	people	live	in	slums	in	the	Global	South,	missing	the	opportunities	for	an	equal,	healthy,	safe,	and	decent	living.	The	growing	social	unrest	in	slums	is	the	central	theme	in	Mike	Davis’	Planet	of	Slums,	published	in	2006.	Education	policy	focuses	on	the	public	provision	of	universal	education.	The	development	of
public	education	indeed	lies	at	the	core	of	the	emergence	of	social	rights	in	the	19th	century.	The	welfare	state	that	arose	after	World	War	II	provided	universal	education.	According	to	T.H.	Marshall	(1950),	children	should	have	equal	educational	opportunities	to	raise	them	to	be	civilized	citizens	able	to	make	rational	choices.	Education	provides
children	with	skills	and	future	chances	in	the	labor	market	and	life.	Lack	of	education	or	adequate	education	may	cause	financial	insecurity.	Household	poverty	may	be	a	reason	for	school	dropouts	and	child	labor	when	educational	policy	does	not	function	well	in	coordination	with	other	social	policy	dimensions.	The	increasing	number	of	private
schools	and	the	decreasing	standards	and	investments	for	public	schools	have	been	challenging	for	general	education.	This	applies	to	colleges	as	well.	Many	students	are	now	working	and	borrowing	to	get	a	degree	as	the	tuition	fees	increase	rapidly	while	public	funds	for	college	education	and	the	number	of	scholarships	decline.	Pensions	or	pension
schemes	are	retirement	plans.	During	their	retirement,	people	receive	periodic	payments	from	a	fund	in	which	money	accumulates	during	people’s	years	of	employment.	All	workers	and	self-employed	have	the	right	to	a	pension.	Pensions	are	meant	to	keep	older	people’s	living	standards	up,	to	keep	them	out	of	poverty,	and	to	prevent	their	social
exclusion.	Older	people,	especially	older	women,	face	higher	risks	of	poverty	compared	to	the	general	population.	Older	people	are	no	longer	active	or	are	not	as	active	in	the	labor	market,	but	still	need	income	for	their	living.	Pensions	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	them.	In	households	headed	by	older	people	with	children	and	grandchildren,
benefits	reach	the	larger	family.	There	is	a	transition,	in	this	policy	line,	as	well,	from	public-based	pensions	to	market-based	pensions	(Ebbinghaus	&	Whiteside,	2012).	Poverty	is	a	multidimensional	issue.	There	are	often	class-based	reasons	behind	it.	Poverty	reduction	means	reducing	or	eradicating	poverty	through	various	policy	measures.	Poverty
reduction	requires	the	attention	of	governments,	supported	by	civil	society	and	international	organizations.	Relief	for	the	poor	is	an	essential	dimension	of	this	policy.		Unemployment	and	housing	support,	decent	education	and	health	services,	and	pension	schemes	are	measures	to	keep	people	out	of	poverty.	Economic	development,	social	protection,
political	empowerment,	and	social	participation	are	part	of	the	long-term	solution.	The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	are	adopted	to	combat	extreme	poverty	and	provide	a	better	future	for	all.	Social	policy	is	an	applied	social	action	to	manage	social	risks	and	maintain	a	society’s	social	protection	system.	It	focuses	on	how	societies	around
the	world	provide	people’s	basic	requirements	for	security,	education,	job,	health,	and	prosperity.	Social	policy	also	deals	with	how	society	responds	to	universal	challenges	such	as	poverty	and	migration,	as	well	as	social,	demographic,	and	economic	change.	It	manifests	itself	in	areas	of	policy	intervention	that	vary	among	political	systems	and
countries.	National	governments,	the	family,	civil	society,	and	international	organizations	have	a	role,	albeit	at	differing	levels	according	to	the	system,	in	the	implementation	of	this	social	action.		Blakemore,	K.	(2003).	Social	policy:	An	introduction.	Buckingham:	Open	University	Press.	Carter,	T.,	&	Polevychok,	C.	(2004).	Housing	is	good	social	policy.
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what	we	care	about,	we	are	affected	by	social	issues.	It’s	the	price	of	living	in	a	society,	and	while	challenges	like	poverty,	climate	change	and	discrimination	can	feel	overwhelming,	we	have	the	power	to	take	action.	The	first	step	is	understanding	what	issues	we’re	up	against.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explore	15	of	the	biggest	social	issues	facing	the	world
today.	#	Challenge	1	The	global	housing	crisis	2	Gender	inequality	3	Climate	crisis	4	Overconsumption	5	Global	hunger	6	Threats	to	LGBTQ+	rights	7	Reproductive	justice	8	Educational	disparities	9	Health	and	healthcare	10	Income	inequality	11	Global	unemployment	12	Increased	migration	13	Artificial	intelligence	14	Debt	bondage	15	Threats	to
journalism	#1.	The	global	housing	crisis	Shelter	is	a	human	right,	but	hundreds	of	millions	of	people	lack	adequate,	affordable	housing.	According	to	the	World	Bank,	the	housing	crisis	is	global,	and	it	could	impact	as	many	as	1.6	billion	people	by	2025.	That	number	will	only	grow	with	time.	By	2030,	the	world	needs	to	build	96,000	new	affordable
homes	per	day	to	meet	the	needs	of	3	billion	people.	What’s	driving	the	global	housing	crisis?	According	to	Albert	Saiz	in	a	paper	for	the	MIT	Center	for	Real	Estate,	economic	factors	like	rising	costs	and	income	inequality	are	prevalent.	Addressing	these	issues	now	is	critical	to	protecting	people	in	the	future.	#2.	Gender	inequality	Societies	have
been	working	to	improve	gender	inequality	for	centuries,	but	we	still	have	a	long	way	to	go.	Globally,	women	still	make	less	money	than	men,	have	poorer	health	outcomes,	have	fewer	opportunities	and	endure	more	gender–based	violence.	According	to	2023	data,	the	global	gender	gap	won’t	close	until	2154.	Even	the	most	gender-equal	country,
which	is	Iceland,	still	has	social	issues	to	address.	Some	of	the	issues	are	recognized	–	women	are	still	being	subjected	to	physical	and	sexual	violence	–	while	there	are	gaps	in	data	related	to	things	like	unpaid	care,	domestic	work,	gender	and	the	environment,	and	so	on.	#3.	Climate	crisis	The	climate	crisis	is	one	of	today’s	most	urgent	social	issues.
Earth.org	outlines	a	list	of	major	climate	events	in	2023,	including	severe	droughts,	wildfires,	higher	ocean	surface	temperatures	and	storms.	That	same	year,	the	IPCC	released	a	summary	of	its	previous	five	reports,	showing	how	human	activity	is	causing	severe	damage	to	the	planet,	and,	if	trends	continue,	parts	of	the	earth	will	become	unlivable	in
just	a	few	decades.	The	world	can	fight	the	climate	crisis,	but	we	have	to	significantly	reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	turn	to	renewable	energy	sources.	#4.	Overconsumption	Greenhouse	gas	emissions	are	a	primary	driver	of	climate	change,	but	overconsumption	is	hurting	the	planet,	too.	Unfathomable	amounts	of	food,	clothing,	plastic	and
other	things	are	thrown	into	landfills	and	the	ocean	every	day.	However,	it’s	not	a	problem	for	everyone.	According	to	research,	just	20%	of	the	world’s	population	is	responsible	for	consuming	80%	of	the	globe’s	natural	resources.	The	richest	500	million	people	release	half	of	the	world’s	greenhouse	gas	emissions.	To	break	it	down	even	further,	if
every	person	in	the	world	consumed	resources	at	the	rate	as	people	in	Canada	and	the	United	States	did,	we	would	need	at	least	five	earths.	#5.	Global	hunger	Global	food	insecurity	is	a	serious	problem.	According	to	data,	about	735	million	people	endured	chronic	hunger	in	2022,	and	with	issues	like	climate	change,	the	lingering	effects	of	the
pandemic	and	conflict,	it	will	be	very	challenging	to	end	hunger	by	2030.	Children	typically	suffer	the	most.	When	kids	don’t	get	enough	to	eat,	they	become	more	vulnerable	to	diseases	like	measles,	malaria	and	diarrhea.	According	to	the	World	Food	Programme,	“hotspots”	for	hunger	include	Burkina	Faso,	Mali,	South	Sudan	and	Palestine.	#6.
Threats	to	LGBTQ+	rights	At	the	same	time	as	LGBTQ+	rights	have	expanded,	certain	countries	have	pushed	back.	In	the	summer	of	2023,	the	first	Ugandan	was	charged	with	“aggravated	homosexuality,”	a	crime	punishable	by	death.	In	its	2023	review,	the	Electronic	Frontier	Foundation	also	found	an	increase	in	anti-LGBTQ	sentiment,	including
more	laws	that	restrict	privacy	and	freedom	of	expression,	and	censorship	of	LGBTQ+	websites.	Even	in	places	like	the	United	States,	which	is	seen	by	many	as	a	haven	for	the	LGBTQ+	community,	legislative	threats	are	on	the	rise.	#7.	Reproductive	justice	Reproductive	justice,	which	includes	things	like	abortion	access	and	maternal	health,	is	a
social	issue	affecting	every	corner	of	the	world.	According	to	the	Center	for	Reproductive	Rights,	most	countries	are	expanding	abortion	rights,	while	just	four	–	the	United	States,	Poland,	Nicaragua,	and	El	Salvador	–	rolled	back	abortion	rights.	Globally,	about	40%	of	women	live	in	places	with	“restrictive”	abortion	laws.	Related	social	issues	include
menstrual	health,	prenatal	and	maternal	health,	access	to	contraception	and	so	on.	#8.	Educational	disparities	When	people	get	a	good	education,	they’re	more	likely	to	have	higher	incomes,	better	health,	healthier	children	and	other	benefits.	On	a	larger	scale,	education	also	helps	countries	achieve	overall	wealth	and	health.	There’s	been	significant
progress	on	closing	the	gender	gap	in	education.	According	to	a	blog	on	the	World	Bank,	boys	and	girls	complete	primary	school	at	almost	an	equal	rate.	However,	around	130	million	girls	are	still	being	denied	an	education.	Wealth	also	plays	a	role	in	educational	disparities.	In	the	United	States,	one	study	found	that	wealth	affects	a	student’s	chances
of	finishing	college.	On	a	global	scale,	wealth	also	impacts	where	a	family	lives	and	what	school	options	are	available,	as	well	as	tutoring	opportunities,	whether	a	student	needs	a	job	and	much	more.	#9.	Health	and	healthcare	Health	and	the	ability	(or	inability)	to	access	good	healthcare	are	major	social	issues.	Unfortunately,	healthcare	systems
around	the	world	are	struggling.	COVID-19	continues	to	be	a	problem,	but	hospitals	are	also	facing	staff	shortages	and	competition.	Not	everyone	is	affected	equally.	According	to	the	World	Health	Organization,	refugees	and	migrants	experience	worse	health	outcomes	due	to	language	barriers,	cultural	differences,	discrimination	and	legal
restrictions	on	what	services	they	can	access.	#10.	Income	inequality	Global	income	inequality	fluctuates,	but	according	to	a	2023	Oxfam	study,	the	world’s	richest	1%	took	almost	⅔	of	all	the	new	wealth	created	since	2020.	That	gave	them	almost	twice	the	amount	of	money	held	by	the	bottom	99%.	Income	inequality	can	cause	serious	problems,	such
as	lower	economic	growth,	worse	social	cohesion	and	political	polarization.	There	are	also	ethical	consequences	to	income	inequality,	which	human	rights	and	social	justice	advocates	often	discuss.	Can	society	ever	be	truly	good	or	free	when	only	a	handful	of	people	hold	all	the	wealth?	#11.	Global	unemployment	(and	underemployment)	High
unemployment	rates	–	and	low-paying	jobs	–	drive	income	inequality	and	poverty.	In	a	2023	report,	the	International	Labour	Organization	found	that	the	world	is	still	experiencing	slow	employment	growth.	There	was	a	slight	recovery	in	2021,	but	as	the	economy	slows	again,	people	are	forced	to	take	jobs	that	pay	less,	provide	fewer	hours	and/or	offer
poor	working	conditions.	South	Africa,	which	is	the	most	industrialized	economy	in	Africa,	also	has	one	of	the	highest	unemployment	rates.	According	to	Reuters,	reasons	include	structural	issues	related	to	the	shadows	of	colonialism	and	apartheid.	To	fight	issues	like	poverty	and	gender	inequality,	countries	need	to	address	unemployment	and	low-
paying	jobs.	#12.	Increased	migration	People	move	all	the	time,	but	issues	like	war	and	climate	change	force	people	to	leave	their	homes.	Sometimes,	they	move	within	the	borders	of	one	country,	but	other	times,	they’re	forced	to	take	long,	dangerous	journeys	to	countries	they’ve	never	visited.	According	to	the	Migration	Policy	Institute,
“humanitarian	migration”	increased	in	2023,	while	policies	could	impact	elections	in	2024.	The	social	issues	related	to	migration,	such	as	the	rights	of	migrants,	affordable	housing,	health	services	and	more,	will	all	be	relevant	for	the	foreseeable	future.	#13.	Artificial	intelligence	The	presence	of	artificial	intelligence	has	exploded	in	recent	years,	but
the	technology	has	several	issues.	Ethics	is	just	one	of	them.	According	to	a	guide	on	UMA	Libraries,	AI	has	problems	with	gender	and	racial	bias,	plagiarism,	generating	fake	news	and	supporting	scams.	It	also	takes	a	lot	of	energy	to	train	and	run	AI	programs,	so	as	the	use	of	AI	increases,	so	will	its	carbon	footprint.	As	the	technology	continues	to
develop,	new	regulations,	legislation	and	guidelines	will	need	to	be	created,	as	well.	#14.	Debt	bondage	Rates	of	labor	trafficking	have	been	increasing	over	the	years.	According	to	research,	about	⅕	of	those	in	forced	labor	trafficking	are	in	debt	bondage.	Debt	bondage	is	a	very	common	type	of	trafficking	where	a	person	is	forced	to	work	off	a	loan.
However,	because	the	debt	is	often	so	high	and	they	are	paid	so	little,	it’s	impossible	to	escape	the	situation.	Perpetrators	also	often	have	no	intention	of	freeing	the	people	they’re	exploiting;	debt	bondage	can	even	pass	on	to	children.	While	bonded	labor	is	technically	illegal	in	some	places,	like	India,	it	persists,	especially	in	rural	areas.	Because
trafficking	is	an	illicit	practice,	it’s	very	difficult	to	get	accurate	numbers,	but	it’s	most	likely	worse	than	what’s	reported.	#15.	Threats	to	journalism	By	providing	vital	information	to	the	public,	journalists	are	essential	to	freedom	of	speech,	freedom	of	expression,	democracy	and	the	protection	of	other	human	rights.	In	recent	years,	journalism	has
been	under	threat.	According	to	the	2023	World	Press	Freedom	Index,	the	environment	for	journalism	was	“bad”	in	seven	out	of	10	countries,	while	it	was	“satisfactory”	in	just	three	out	of	10	countries.	The	reasons	include	a	surge	in	fake	news	and	propaganda.	Journalists	also	face	threats	to	their	lives.	UNESCO	found	that	in	2023,	there	was	a	near
doubling	of	deaths	of	journalists	working	in	conflict	zones.	As	conflicts	in	Ukraine,	Palestine	and	other	countries	continue,	the	safety	of	journalism	will	remain	a	social	issue.	If	you	want	to	write	an	effective	and	engaging	controversial	essay,	you	definitely	need	to	consider	the	best	social	issue	topics.	We	are	all	members	of	the	society	and	community
where	we	live,	and	the	events	and	trends	of	this	year	have	affected	everyone.	This	is	why	you	may	frequently	find	yourself	faced	with	the	task	of	writing	about	social	topics	in	an	academic	paper	to	show	your	understanding	and	awareness	of	the	different	social	issues	of	today.	Writing	about	social	topics	is	crucial	to	academic	writing,	highlighting	its
relevance	across	various	societal	domains	such	as	politics,	economics,	education,	and	health.	Writing	research	papers	and	essays	or	creating	presentations	is	one	of	many	steps	to	train	you	to	be	a	functioning	adult	in	your	community.	Because	of	this,	you	need	to	make	an	effort	to	be	aware	of	current	changes	and	trends.	Some	teens	are	so	caught	up
in	the	digital	world	of	online	gaming	and	media	that	they	don’t	really	pay	attention	to	issues	around	them.	Writing	an	assignment	about	current	social	topics	in	2025	is	a	chance	to	open	one’s	eyes	and	increase	one’s	knowledge.	What	Are	the	Social	Issues	of	Today?	As	we	lived	through	the	global	pandemic,	natural	disasters	worldwide,	conversion	to
safe	energy	sources,	and	COVID-19	challenges,	the	list	of	relevant	social	issues	in	2025	has	also	changed.	Here	are	the	top	20	social	issues	examples	with	relevant	topics	that	you	may	consider	for	your	essay:	Climate	Change:	The	ongoing	environmental	crisis,	including	rising	temperatures,	wildfires,	and	extreme	weather	events,	continues	to	impact
ecosystems	and	human	societies.	Global	Pandemic	Recovery:	The	long-term	effects	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	including	healthcare	systems,	economies,	and	mental	health	recovery.	Racial	Inequality:	Systemic	racism	and	racial	disparities	persist	in	education,	employment,	healthcare,	and	law	enforcement.	Income	Inequality:	The	gap	between	the
rich	and	the	poor	continues	to	widen,	exacerbating	issues	related	to	poverty,	access	to	education,	and	healthcare.	Mental	Health	Crisis:	Growing	concerns	about	mental	health,	especially	among	younger	generations,	with	a	focus	on	depression,	anxiety,	and	access	to	mental	health	care.	Gender	Inequality:	Gender	pay	gaps,	reproductive	rights,	and
challenges	women	face	in	both	developed	and	developing	nations	remain	pressing	social	issues.	Migration	and	Refugee	Crises:	Political	instability	and	climate	change	contribute	to	mass	migrations	and	refugee	crises,	creating	global	and	local	challenges.	Healthcare	Access:	Healthcare	access	inequality,	especially	in	developing	countries	and	low-
income	communities,	remains	a	significant	issue.	Digital	Divide:	The	gap	between	those	who	have	access	to	digital	technologies	and	those	who	do	not	continues	to	grow,	affecting	education,	job	opportunities,	and	social	mobility.	Gun	Violence:	Gun-related	violence,	especially	in	the	U.S.,	is	a	persistent	issue,	leading	to	debates	over	gun	control,	mental
health,	and	community	safety.	Political	Polarization:	Increasing	political	divisions	and	extremism	worldwide	contribute	to	social	unrest,	protests,	and	challenges	in	governance.	LGBTQ+	Rights:	The	fight	for	equality,	anti-discrimination	laws,	and	the	rights	of	LGBTQ+	individuals	continues,	especially	in	countries	with	restrictive	laws.	Education
Inequality:	Disparities	in	educational	opportunities	and	quality	between	different	socioeconomic	groups	hinder	social	mobility	and	economic	development.	Fake	News	and	Misinformation:	The	spread	of	misinformation,	mainly	through	social	media,	fuels	division	and	misunderstanding	on	critical	issues	like	politics,	climate	change,	and	public	health.
Homelessness:	Rising	housing	costs	and	unemployment	are	contributing	to	the	growing	homelessness	crisis	in	both	urban	and	rural	areas.	Criminal	Justice	Reform:	Issues	related	to	police	brutality,	mass	incarceration,	and	inequities	in	the	justice	system	are	under	increased	scrutiny.	Corporate	Accountability:	Corporations	face	pressure	to	address
environmental	degradation,	labor	exploitation,	and	their	roles	in	societal	inequality.	Food	Insecurity:	Many	populations	still	lack	access	to	sufficient,	safe,	and	nutritious	food	due	to	economic	inequality	and	climate-related	impacts	on	agriculture.	Water	Scarcity:	As	climate	change	worsens,	access	to	clean,	potable	water	is	becoming	a	pressing
concern,	particularly	in	developing	nations.	Cybersecurity	and	Privacy:	With	increasing	digitalization,	issues	of	privacy,	data	protection,	and	cybersecurity	are	growing	concerns	for	individuals,	businesses,	and	governments.	Order	you	first	paper	and	join	EduBirdie	club	to	receive	discounts	and	updates.	Try	EduBirdie	4.8/5	List	of	Social	Issues	for
Essay	Writing	in	2025	Finding	relevant	subjects	or	interesting	presentation	topics	for	academic	assignments	is	quite	challenging.	You	must	ensure	you’ve	picked	an	adequate	topic	to	submit	a	high-quality	essay.	You	must	submit	flawless,	excellently	written	essays	if	you	want	a	degree	from	a	reputable	American	college	or	university.	Choosing
compelling	social	issues	topics	can	be	challenging,	but	an	essay	writing	service	can	help	you	develop	and	articulate	your	ideas	effectively.	Here	is	a	comprehensive	list	of	social	problems	and	social	issues	in	America	to	browse	for	ideas	for	your	next	academic	project.	Climate	Change	and	Environmental	Issues	topics	The	impact	of	climate	change	on
global	food	security.	Renewable	energy	solutions	for	developing	nations.	The	role	of	youth	movements	in	addressing	climate	change.	Greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	their	long-term	effects.	Climate	refugees:	The	next	migration	crisis.	Ocean	pollution:	How	plastic	waste	is	endangering	marine	life.	Deforestation	and	its	impact	on	indigenous
communities.	The	role	of	corporations	in	combating	climate	change.	Sustainable	agriculture	and	food	production.	Electric	vehicles:	Are	they	really	reducing	our	carbon	footprint?	The	importance	of	reforestation	efforts	in	fighting	global	warming.	Carbon	trading:	A	solution	or	a	temporary	fix?	The	rise	of	climate	tech	startups.	Water	scarcity	and	its
effect	on	human	conflict.	How	rising	sea	levels	are	threatening	coastal	cities.	Racial	and	Ethnic	Inequality	topics	The	role	of	media	in	perpetuating	racial	stereotypes.	Racial	disparities	in	the	healthcare	system.	The	effects	of	systemic	racism	on	education	outcomes.	Police	brutality	and	racial	profiling	in	2025.	The	rise	of	the	Black	Lives	Matter
movement	globally.	Reparations	for	slavery:	A	path	to	racial	reconciliation?	Immigration	policies	and	their	impact	on	racial	discrimination.	Addressing	racial	inequality	in	the	tech	industry.	How	racism	affects	mental	health	in	minority	communities.	Racial	inequality	in	criminal	sentencing.	Racism	in	sports:	How	it	manifests	and	what’s	being	done.
Intersectionality	and	its	impact	on	racial	justice	movements.	Media	representation	of	ethnic	minorities.	Racism	in	the	workplace:	Addressing	microaggressions.	The	role	of	education	in	dismantling	racism.	Gender	Equality	and	Women’s	Rights	topics	The	gender	pay	gap:	Why	does	it	persist	in	2025?	Reproductive	rights	and	access	to	abortion	services.
The	role	of	feminism	in	shaping	modern	social	policies.	The	#MeToo	movement:	Progress	and	challenges.	Gender	inequality	in	STEM	fields.	Domestic	violence:	How	to	improve	victim	protection.	Representation	of	women	in	politics.	Sexual	harassment	in	the	workplace:	Solutions	and	prevention.	Gender	bias	in	healthcare	and	medical	research.
Women’s	unpaid	labor	and	its	economic	implications.	Gender	equality	in	sports:	Closing	the	gap.	Women	in	leadership	roles:	How	to	break	the	glass	ceiling.	Challenges	faced	by	single	mothers	in	modern	society.	Female	genital	mutilation:	A	global	crisis.	The	rise	of	female	entrepreneurs:	Challenges	and	successes.	Mental	Health	topics	The	mental
health	effects	of	social	media	addiction.	The	growing	mental	health	crisis	in	schools.	Mental	health	stigma	in	minority	communities.	Access	to	mental	healthcare	in	rural	areas.	Mental	health	support	for	veterans.	The	role	of	AI	in	diagnosing	and	treating	mental	health	issues.	Social	isolation	and	its	mental	health	impacts.	The	rise	of	depression	and
anxiety	in	Gen	Z.	The	relationship	between	poverty	and	mental	health.	How	climate	change	anxiety	is	affecting	mental	health.	The	impact	of	remote	work	on	mental	health.	Post-pandemic	mental	health	challenges.	Substance	abuse	as	a	mental	health	issue.	There	is	a	need	for	more	mental	health	education	in	schools.	Mental	health	challenges	for
LGBTQ+	youth.	Read	also:	200+	Good	Argumentative	Essay	Topics	for	you	Education	and	Technology	topics	The	digital	divide	and	its	effect	on	education	access.	The	role	of	AI	in	modern	education.	Online	learning	vs.	traditional	classrooms:	What’s	more	effective?	The	rise	of	e-learning	platforms:	How	technology	is	reshaping	education.	Student	debt
crisis:	Solutions	for	an	unsustainable	system.	The	impact	of	virtual	reality	in	education.	How	technology	is	helping	students	with	learning	disabilities.	The	importance	of	teaching	digital	literacy.	The	future	of	coding	in	primary	education.	Gender	disparities	in	technology	education.	The	role	of	education	in	fighting	climate	change.	Education	reform:
How	to	adapt	curricula	for	modern	challenges.	The	effect	of	standardized	testing	on	student	performance.	How	to	improve	teacher	retention	in	underfunded	schools.	The	ethics	of	using	AI	tutors	in	schools.	Healthcare	and	Public	Health	topics	The	challenges	of	universal	healthcare	implementation.	Vaccine	hesitancy	and	its	public	health	implications.
Global	healthcare	inequality:	How	to	close	the	gap.	The	role	of	telemedicine	in	modern	healthcare.	Healthcare	access	for	undocumented	immigrants.	The	rise	of	antimicrobial	resistance.	The	healthcare	challenges	of	an	aging	population.	The	opioid	crisis:	What	solutions	are	being	proposed?	How	climate	change	is	affecting	global	health.	Healthcare
discrimination	against	LGBTQ+	individuals.	The	role	of	community	health	programs	in	rural	areas.	The	future	of	personalized	medicine.	The	mental	health	crisis	among	healthcare	workers.	How	technology	is	reshaping	the	healthcare	industry.	The	importance	of	nutrition	in	public	health.	Digital	and	Data	Privacy	topics	The	ethics	of	AI	in	surveillance
and	privacy.	Data	privacy	concerns	in	social	media	platforms.	Cybersecurity	in	a	post-pandemic	world.	The	rise	of	digital	identity	theft.	How	corporations	collect	and	use	personal	data.	Privacy	laws	in	the	age	of	big	tech.	The	future	of	blockchain	in	protecting	personal	information.	The	role	of	governments	in	regulating	data	privacy.	The	ethics	of	facial
recognition	technology.	The	right	to	be	forgotten	in	a	digital	age.	How	companies	should	balance	data	security	and	innovation.	The	impact	of	data	breaches	on	consumer	trust.	Digital	privacy	rights	for	children	and	teenagers.	How	to	protect	yourself	from	online	fraud	and	scams.	The	role	of	encryption	in	maintaining	privacy.	LGBTQ+	Rights	and
Issues	topics	The	rise	of	anti-LGBTQ+	legislation	in	certain	countries.	Transgender	rights:	Healthcare	access	and	discrimination.	LGBTQ+	representation	in	media	and	entertainment.	The	role	of	pride	movements	in	modern	LGBTQ+	advocacy.	Legal	challenges	facing	same-sex	couples.	Conversion	therapy:	Why	it’s	still	an	issue.	The	mental	health
challenges	faced	by	LGBTQ+	youth.	The	rise	of	inclusive	education	for	LGBTQ+	history.	The	role	of	corporations	in	supporting	LGBTQ+	rights.	Non-binary	identity	recognition	in	legal	documents.	Homophobia	in	sports:	How	to	create	inclusive	spaces.	The	global	fight	for	marriage	equality.	Workplace	discrimination	against	LGBTQ+	employees.	The
intersection	of	religion	and	LGBTQ+	rights.	The	fight	for	adoption	rights	for	same-sex	couples.	Economic	Inequality	topics	The	growing	wealth	gap	between	the	rich	and	poor.	The	future	of	universal	basic	income.	Gender	pay	inequality	in	corporate	America.	The	rise	of	gig	economy	jobs	and	their	effect	on	workers’	rights.	How	automation	is
exacerbating	income	inequality.	Tax	policies	and	their	impact	on	economic	inequality.	The	ethics	of	wealth	accumulation	among	billionaires.	The	effect	of	inflation	on	low-income	families.	Access	to	affordable	housing:	A	growing	crisis.	The	future	of	work:	How	to	create	equitable	employment	opportunities.	Economic	inequality	in	post-pandemic
recovery	efforts.	The	impact	of	technology	on	global	income	inequality.	How	economic	inequality	affects	access	to	education.	The	role	of	governments	in	addressing	poverty.	There	is	a	need	for	progressive	taxation	to	reduce	inequality.	Human	Rights	and	Social	Justice	topics	The	global	refugee	crisis:	Causes	and	solutions.	Human	trafficking:	How	to
stop	modern-day	slavery.	Freedom	of	speech	in	authoritarian	regimes.	The	role	of	social	media	in	social	justice	movements.	The	rights	of	indigenous	peoples	in	a	globalized	world.	The	global	fight	for	women’s	reproductive	rights.	The	ethics	of	using	drones	in	warfare.	How	to	tackle	child	labor	in	developing	countries.	The	rise	of	populism	and	its	threat
to	democracy.	Social	justice	movements:	How	to	sustain	momentum.	The	death	penalty	debate	in	modern	society.	How	to	protect	the	rights	of	disabled	individuals.	Labor	rights	and	the	fight	for	a	living	wage.	The	role	of	art	in	advocating	for	human	rights.	The	impact	of	corporate	exploitation	on	human	rights.	Didn’t	find	ideas?	Read:	150+	Best
Sociology	Topics	How	to	Write	an	Essay	on	Social	Issues	Your	professor	or	teacher	will	ask	you	to	look	for	interesting	social	issues	essay	topics	or	problem	solution	essay	topics	for	your	upcoming	assignment	as	part	of	your	coursework.	Such	assignments	allow	teens	and	young	adults	to	express	their	opinions	about	the	trendiest	topics	of	2025.	Your
classroom	is	a	safe	environment	where	you	can	discuss	your	thoughts	without	being	judged;	this	is	a	chance	you	shouldn’t	waste.	Essays	on	social	issues	can	raise	awareness	about	problems	like	racism,	mobilize	communities,	and	amplify	marginalized	voices	to	promote	positive	change.	To	write	a	perfect	essay,	follow	these	steps:	Choose	Your	Topic
Wisely.	Choosing	a	relevant	social	problem	topic	will	pay	off.	It	should	cause	some	controversy	and	keep	your	audience	interested.	You	could	also	easily	research	it	to	find	enough	evidence	and	proof	to	support	your	ideas.	Check	with	your	teacher	or	professor	to	ensure	your	topic	is	acceptable	for	2025	and	that	it	can	be	discussed	at	school	or	college.
To	help	you	find	a	relevant	topic	or	social	problems	examples,	search	trending	hashtags	of	2025	on	media	platforms	or	check	your	daily	newspaper	for	news.	Pay	attention	to	international	news	as	well.	This	is	an	excellent	way	to	understand	what	is	happening	in	different	parts	of	the	world	and	how	it	affects	Americans	living	in	the	States.	Some
relevant	global	social	problems	include	income	inequality	(poverty),	corruption,	the	rise	in	authoritarianism	(erosion	of	democratic	values),	criminality,	unsustainable	development,	and	school	bullying.	You	should	always	look	for	academically	proven	and	reliable	sources	that	you	can	cite	in	your	essay.	Listing	your	opinions	without	sufficient	logical
support	from	outside	sources	is	unacceptable.	Some	students	rely	on	the	media	for	examples	to	include	in	their	tasks.	This	is	risky	because	the	media	industry	is	affected	by	political	influence	and	can	be	biased.	It	is	recommended	that	students	rely	on	academically	approved	sources	to	find	relevant	list	of	social	issues	examples.	Support	Your	Opinion
with	Examples	Stay	attentive	to	find	relevant	examples.	Appropriate	examples	are	often	readily	available	since	you	are	discussing	a	current	social	topic.	Use	examples	to	support	your	opinion	and	explain	it.	They	can	help	make	your	point	relatable	and	easier	to	understand.	However,	some	students	use	the	media	for	examples	to	include	in	their	papers.
It	is	risky	because	politics	often	influence	the	media	industry	and	can	be	biased.	You	must	rely	primarily	on	academically	approved	sources	for	relevant	examples.	Your	essay	is	a	chance	to	express	your	opinion	and	beliefs	about	a	current	social	issue	or	situation.	That	is	why	you	must	ensure	you	have	used	the	right	words	to	express	your	point	of	view.
Use	simple	and	relevant	words	to	explain	your	meaning	to	avoid	confusing	your	audience.	Before	submitting	your	assignment,	you	must	ensure	it	is	flawless	and	error-free.	Complete	spelling	and	grammar	checks	to	review	your	paper	for	spelling,	grammar,	and	punctuation	mistakes	—	or	give	it	to	us,	as	we	can	do	essay	revisions	for	you.	Writing
errors	could	alter	the	meaning	of	your	paper	and	confuse	your	readers.	Proper	editing	and	formatting	Free	revision,	title	page,	and	bibliography	Flexible	prices	and	money-back	guarantee	Place	order	Final	thoughts	As	we	navigate	through	the	complexities	of	2025,	social	issues	such	as	climate	change,	racial	inequality,	gender	rights,	and	mental
health	continue	to	challenge	our	societies.	These	social	justice	issues	examples	are	deeply	interconnected,	often	amplifying	each	other’s	effects	on	individuals	and	communities.	Understanding	the	roots	and	consequences	of	these	problems	is	the	first	step	toward	meaningful	change.	Whether	through	education,	advocacy,	or	policy	reform,	addressing
these	challenges	requires	collective	effort	and	a	commitment	to	creating	a	fairer,	more	equitable	world.	Writing	a	good	essay	is	a	great	way	to	guarantee	the	best	grades.	If	you	can’t	finish	your	writing	assignment	independently,	you	can	always	get	help	from	expert	writers	who	can	complete	your	task	on	your	behalf.	Don’t	worry	if	you	don’t	have
great	writing	skills;	you	could	always	hire	a	professional	to	do	my	assignment	on	time.	It	takes	just	minutes	to	place	your	order,	and	you	will	receive	an	original,	authentic	essay	about	the	latest	topics.	You	can	even	hire	an	essay	writer	to	revise	your	draft.	Seek	professional	feedback	on	social	issues	in	the	United	States	to	improve	the	quality	of	your
writing.	Writing	an	interesting	essay	about	a	trendy	topic	and	social	issues	today	allows	you	to	display	your	knowledge	of	the	world.	Browse	different	public	issues	subjects	and	pick	one	that	will	impress	your	readers.	Social	policy	refers	to	government	policies	aimed	at	meeting	the	needs	of	society.	It	aims	to	influence	how	society	is	structured	and
influences	the	rights,	freedoms,	and	responsibilities	of	citizens.	The	primary	implementation	areas	of	social	policy	are:	social	security,	health,	education,	housing,	employment,	and	migration	(Blakemore,	2003).	Examples	of	social	policies	include	raising	the	minimum	wage,	reforming	marriage	law,	and	mandating	a	minimum	school	leaving	age	of	16
years	of	age.	A	government’s	social	policy	is	interwoven	with	the	social	values	it	aims	to	promote.	For	example:	A	social	democratic	government	may	pursue	social	justice	reforms,	resource	redistribution,	and	increased	access	to	healthcare.	An	economically	liberal	government	is	traditionally	concerned	with	pursuing	efficient	social	policies	that
encourage	economic	activity	in	order	to	raise	living	standards.	Unemployment	support	–	Raising	the	amount	of	money	people	earn	when	on	unemployment	benefits,	or	linking	unemployment	benefits	to	job	applications.	Housing	–	Zoning	laws,	laws	about	housing	standards,	and	rent-to-own	policies	are	all	designed	to	promote	home	ownership	for	the
middle	and	working	classes.	Neighborhood	renewal	–	Local	governments	are	often	concerned	with	social	policies	linked	to	ensuring	people	have	access	to	greenspace,	entertainment,	and	sporting	facilities.	Child	and	family	support	–	Many	governments	will	implement	child	support	programs	like	childcare	support	programs	to	help	families	deal	with
cost	of	living	pressures	and	encourage	parents	to	re-enter	the	workforce.	Job	training	–	Governments	often	implement	job	training	programs	for	the	unemployed	to	give	them	the	skills	to	work.	These	may	be	free	or	subsidized	for	candidates	who	meet	a	certain	criteria.	Poverty	reduction	–	Poverty	reduction	policies	span	a	gammut	of	housing,	food
security,	wealth	redistribution,	and	subsidization	plans.	Governments	may	also	provide	economic	incentives	for	businesses	to	employ	people	from	impoverished	backgrounds.	Pension	schemes	–	Most	societies	recognize	the	need	for	support	services	for	the	elderly.	Often,	governments	mandate	pension	schemes	like	the	US-based	401K	to	encourage
people	to	save	for	their	retirements.	Schooling	and	education	–	Every	country	makes	education	mandatory	for	the	young.	This	social	policy	ensures	the	workforce	of	the	future	is	educated	and	can	meet	the	challenges	of	the	nation’s	economy.	Public	health	policy	–	Health	care	systems	are	designed	to	improve	the	overall	wellbeing	of	the	people.
Without	government	assistance	and	incentives,	many	parts	of	a	society	may	miss	out.	Disability	services	–	Disabled	people	have	unique	needs	that	are	often	met	through	government	programs.	They	may,	for	example,	mandate	building	accessibility	for	all	new	buildings,	and	provide	funds	for	people	with	disabilities	to	retrofit	their	homes	for	their
needs.	Unemployment	support	is	the	money	the	state	pays	unemployed	people	regularly	when	they	search	for	a	job.	Unemployment	supports	take	different	names,	such	as	unemployment	benefits,	unemployment	insurance,	unemployment	payment,	or	unemployment	compensation.	It	is	the	state’s	responsibility	to	protect	citizens	when	they	face	loss	of
income	and	the	threat	of	poverty	because	of	unemployment.	This	protection	is	among	the	human	rights	recognized	by	the	International	Labor	Organization	(ILO)	Employment	Promotion	and	Protection	Against	Unemployment	Convention,	adopted	in	1988.	There	are	criteria	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	support.	The	eligibility	issue	has	become
more	complex	since	the	1980s	with	the	advance	of	globalization.	The	socio-economic	rationale	behind	the	provision	of	this	support	is	maintaining	market	and	labor	market	stability,	as	well	as	preventing	social	unrest.	Housing	policy	concerns	providing	adequate	and	affordable	housing	for	all	citizens.	A	home	is	central	to	human	existence,	immensely
impacting	an	individual’s	and	a	family’s	living	standards	in	terms	of	physical	and	mental	health,	income	security	and	economic	chances,	integration	in	social	life,	educational	achievements,	integration	of	immigrants,	and	community	development:	“Good	housing	also	reduces	long-term	costs	to	society	in	other	areas	such	as	health,	education,	social
assistance,	and	employment	insurance”	(Carter	&	Polevychock,	2004).	In	other	words,	access	to	safe	and	stable	housing	is	a	key	social	determinant	of	health.	Housing	is	a	major	policy	area	in	a	world	that	is	rapidly	urbanizing	but	also	facing	economic	and	ecological	problems.	Even	in	the	industrialized	economies	of	the	world	(Global	North),	there	are
arising	challenges	before	the	provision	of	housing	policy.	Among	these	are	rising	housing	prices,	stagnating	wages,	demographic	pressures,	and	declining	public	investment	in	housing.		Although	adequate	housing	is	a	human	right,	over	1	billion	people	live	in	slums	in	the	Global	South,	missing	the	opportunities	for	an	equal,	healthy,	safe,	and	decent
living.	The	growing	social	unrest	in	slums	is	the	central	theme	in	Mike	Davis’	Planet	of	Slums,	published	in	2006.	Education	policy	focuses	on	the	public	provision	of	universal	education.	The	development	of	public	education	indeed	lies	at	the	core	of	the	emergence	of	social	rights	in	the	19th	century.	The	welfare	state	that	arose	after	World	War	II
provided	universal	education.	According	to	T.H.	Marshall	(1950),	children	should	have	equal	educational	opportunities	to	raise	them	to	be	civilized	citizens	able	to	make	rational	choices.	Education	provides	children	with	skills	and	future	chances	in	the	labor	market	and	life.	Lack	of	education	or	adequate	education	may	cause	financial	insecurity.
Household	poverty	may	be	a	reason	for	school	dropouts	and	child	labor	when	educational	policy	does	not	function	well	in	coordination	with	other	social	policy	dimensions.	The	increasing	number	of	private	schools	and	the	decreasing	standards	and	investments	for	public	schools	have	been	challenging	for	general	education.	This	applies	to	colleges	as
well.	Many	students	are	now	working	and	borrowing	to	get	a	degree	as	the	tuition	fees	increase	rapidly	while	public	funds	for	college	education	and	the	number	of	scholarships	decline.	Pensions	or	pension	schemes	are	retirement	plans.	During	their	retirement,	people	receive	periodic	payments	from	a	fund	in	which	money	accumulates	during
people’s	years	of	employment.	All	workers	and	self-employed	have	the	right	to	a	pension.	Pensions	are	meant	to	keep	older	people’s	living	standards	up,	to	keep	them	out	of	poverty,	and	to	prevent	their	social	exclusion.	Older	people,	especially	older	women,	face	higher	risks	of	poverty	compared	to	the	general	population.	Older	people	are	no	longer
active	or	are	not	as	active	in	the	labor	market,	but	still	need	income	for	their	living.	Pensions	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	them.	In	households	headed	by	older	people	with	children	and	grandchildren,	benefits	reach	the	larger	family.	There	is	a	transition,	in	this	policy	line,	as	well,	from	public-based	pensions	to	market-based	pensions
(Ebbinghaus	&	Whiteside,	2012).	Poverty	is	a	multidimensional	issue.	There	are	often	class-based	reasons	behind	it.	Poverty	reduction	means	reducing	or	eradicating	poverty	through	various	policy	measures.	Poverty	reduction	requires	the	attention	of	governments,	supported	by	civil	society	and	international	organizations.	Relief	for	the	poor	is	an
essential	dimension	of	this	policy.		Unemployment	and	housing	support,	decent	education	and	health	services,	and	pension	schemes	are	measures	to	keep	people	out	of	poverty.	Economic	development,	social	protection,	political	empowerment,	and	social	participation	are	part	of	the	long-term	solution.	The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	are
adopted	to	combat	extreme	poverty	and	provide	a	better	future	for	all.	Social	policy	is	an	applied	social	action	to	manage	social	risks	and	maintain	a	society’s	social	protection	system.	It	focuses	on	how	societies	around	the	world	provide	people’s	basic	requirements	for	security,	education,	job,	health,	and	prosperity.	Social	policy	also	deals	with	how
society	responds	to	universal	challenges	such	as	poverty	and	migration,	as	well	as	social,	demographic,	and	economic	change.	It	manifests	itself	in	areas	of	policy	intervention	that	vary	among	political	systems	and	countries.	National	governments,	the	family,	civil	society,	and	international	organizations	have	a	role,	albeit	at	differing	levels	according
to	the	system,	in	the	implementation	of	this	social	action.		Blakemore,	K.	(2003).	Social	policy:	An	introduction.	Buckingham:	Open	University	Press.	Carter,	T.,	&	Polevychok,	C.	(2004).	Housing	is	good	social	policy.	Canadian	Policy	Research	Networks	Incorporated.	Ebbinghaus,	B.,	&	Whiteside,	N.	(2012).	Shifting	responsibilities	in	Western	European
pension	systems:	What	future	for	social	models?	Global	Social	Policy,	12(3),	266-282.	Marshall,	T.	H.	(1950).	Citizenship	and	social	class.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	Popock,	J.	(1992).	The	ideal	of	citizenship	since	classical	times.	Queens	Quarterly,	99	(1),	35–55.	Titmuss,	R.	(1958).	Essays	on	‘the	welfare	state’.	London:	Allen	and	Unwin.
Social	policy	refers	to	government	policies	aimed	at	meeting	the	needs	of	society.	It	aims	to	influence	how	society	is	structured	and	influences	the	rights,	freedoms,	and	responsibilities	of	citizens.	The	primary	implementation	areas	of	social	policy	are:	social	security,	health,	education,	housing,	employment,	and	migration	(Blakemore,	2003).	Examples
of	social	policies	include	raising	the	minimum	wage,	reforming	marriage	law,	and	mandating	a	minimum	school	leaving	age	of	16	years	of	age.	A	government’s	social	policy	is	interwoven	with	the	social	values	it	aims	to	promote.	For	example:	A	social	democratic	government	may	pursue	social	justice	reforms,	resource	redistribution,	and	increased
access	to	healthcare.	An	economically	liberal	government	is	traditionally	concerned	with	pursuing	efficient	social	policies	that	encourage	economic	activity	in	order	to	raise	living	standards.	Unemployment	support	–	Raising	the	amount	of	money	people	earn	when	on	unemployment	benefits,	or	linking	unemployment	benefits	to	job	applications.
Housing	–	Zoning	laws,	laws	about	housing	standards,	and	rent-to-own	policies	are	all	designed	to	promote	home	ownership	for	the	middle	and	working	classes.	Neighborhood	renewal	–	Local	governments	are	often	concerned	with	social	policies	linked	to	ensuring	people	have	access	to	greenspace,	entertainment,	and	sporting	facilities.	Child	and
family	support	–	Many	governments	will	implement	child	support	programs	like	childcare	support	programs	to	help	families	deal	with	cost	of	living	pressures	and	encourage	parents	to	re-enter	the	workforce.	Job	training	–	Governments	often	implement	job	training	programs	for	the	unemployed	to	give	them	the	skills	to	work.	These	may	be	free	or
subsidized	for	candidates	who	meet	a	certain	criteria.	Poverty	reduction	–	Poverty	reduction	policies	span	a	gammut	of	housing,	food	security,	wealth	redistribution,	and	subsidization	plans.	Governments	may	also	provide	economic	incentives	for	businesses	to	employ	people	from	impoverished	backgrounds.	Pension	schemes	–	Most	societies	recognize
the	need	for	support	services	for	the	elderly.	Often,	governments	mandate	pension	schemes	like	the	US-based	401K	to	encourage	people	to	save	for	their	retirements.	Schooling	and	education	–	Every	country	makes	education	mandatory	for	the	young.	This	social	policy	ensures	the	workforce	of	the	future	is	educated	and	can	meet	the	challenges	of
the	nation’s	economy.	Public	health	policy	–	Health	care	systems	are	designed	to	improve	the	overall	wellbeing	of	the	people.	Without	government	assistance	and	incentives,	many	parts	of	a	society	may	miss	out.	Disability	services	–	Disabled	people	have	unique	needs	that	are	often	met	through	government	programs.	They	may,	for	example,	mandate
building	accessibility	for	all	new	buildings,	and	provide	funds	for	people	with	disabilities	to	retrofit	their	homes	for	their	needs.	Unemployment	support	is	the	money	the	state	pays	unemployed	people	regularly	when	they	search	for	a	job.	Unemployment	supports	take	different	names,	such	as	unemployment	benefits,	unemployment	insurance,
unemployment	payment,	or	unemployment	compensation.	It	is	the	state’s	responsibility	to	protect	citizens	when	they	face	loss	of	income	and	the	threat	of	poverty	because	of	unemployment.	This	protection	is	among	the	human	rights	recognized	by	the	International	Labor	Organization	(ILO)	Employment	Promotion	and	Protection	Against
Unemployment	Convention,	adopted	in	1988.	There	are	criteria	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	support.	The	eligibility	issue	has	become	more	complex	since	the	1980s	with	the	advance	of	globalization.	The	socio-economic	rationale	behind	the	provision	of	this	support	is	maintaining	market	and	labor	market	stability,	as	well	as	preventing	social
unrest.	Housing	policy	concerns	providing	adequate	and	affordable	housing	for	all	citizens.	A	home	is	central	to	human	existence,	immensely	impacting	an	individual’s	and	a	family’s	living	standards	in	terms	of	physical	and	mental	health,	income	security	and	economic	chances,	integration	in	social	life,	educational	achievements,	integration	of
immigrants,	and	community	development:	“Good	housing	also	reduces	long-term	costs	to	society	in	other	areas	such	as	health,	education,	social	assistance,	and	employment	insurance”	(Carter	&	Polevychock,	2004).	In	other	words,	access	to	safe	and	stable	housing	is	a	key	social	determinant	of	health.	Housing	is	a	major	policy	area	in	a	world	that	is
rapidly	urbanizing	but	also	facing	economic	and	ecological	problems.	Even	in	the	industrialized	economies	of	the	world	(Global	North),	there	are	arising	challenges	before	the	provision	of	housing	policy.	Among	these	are	rising	housing	prices,	stagnating	wages,	demographic	pressures,	and	declining	public	investment	in	housing.		Although	adequate
housing	is	a	human	right,	over	1	billion	people	live	in	slums	in	the	Global	South,	missing	the	opportunities	for	an	equal,	healthy,	safe,	and	decent	living.	The	growing	social	unrest	in	slums	is	the	central	theme	in	Mike	Davis’	Planet	of	Slums,	published	in	2006.	Education	policy	focuses	on	the	public	provision	of	universal	education.	The	development	of
public	education	indeed	lies	at	the	core	of	the	emergence	of	social	rights	in	the	19th	century.	The	welfare	state	that	arose	after	World	War	II	provided	universal	education.	According	to	T.H.	Marshall	(1950),	children	should	have	equal	educational	opportunities	to	raise	them	to	be	civilized	citizens	able	to	make	rational	choices.	Education	provides
children	with	skills	and	future	chances	in	the	labor	market	and	life.	Lack	of	education	or	adequate	education	may	cause	financial	insecurity.	Household	poverty	may	be	a	reason	for	school	dropouts	and	child	labor	when	educational	policy	does	not	function	well	in	coordination	with	other	social	policy	dimensions.	The	increasing	number	of	private
schools	and	the	decreasing	standards	and	investments	for	public	schools	have	been	challenging	for	general	education.	This	applies	to	colleges	as	well.	Many	students	are	now	working	and	borrowing	to	get	a	degree	as	the	tuition	fees	increase	rapidly	while	public	funds	for	college	education	and	the	number	of	scholarships	decline.	Pensions	or	pension
schemes	are	retirement	plans.	During	their	retirement,	people	receive	periodic	payments	from	a	fund	in	which	money	accumulates	during	people’s	years	of	employment.	All	workers	and	self-employed	have	the	right	to	a	pension.	Pensions	are	meant	to	keep	older	people’s	living	standards	up,	to	keep	them	out	of	poverty,	and	to	prevent	their	social
exclusion.	Older	people,	especially	older	women,	face	higher	risks	of	poverty	compared	to	the	general	population.	Older	people	are	no	longer	active	or	are	not	as	active	in	the	labor	market,	but	still	need	income	for	their	living.	Pensions	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	them.	In	households	headed	by	older	people	with	children	and	grandchildren,
benefits	reach	the	larger	family.	There	is	a	transition,	in	this	policy	line,	as	well,	from	public-based	pensions	to	market-based	pensions	(Ebbinghaus	&	Whiteside,	2012).	Poverty	is	a	multidimensional	issue.	There	are	often	class-based	reasons	behind	it.	Poverty	reduction	means	reducing	or	eradicating	poverty	through	various	policy	measures.	Poverty
reduction	requires	the	attention	of	governments,	supported	by	civil	society	and	international	organizations.	Relief	for	the	poor	is	an	essential	dimension	of	this	policy.		Unemployment	and	housing	support,	decent	education	and	health	services,	and	pension	schemes	are	measures	to	keep	people	out	of	poverty.	Economic	development,	social	protection,
political	empowerment,	and	social	participation	are	part	of	the	long-term	solution.	The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	are	adopted	to	combat	extreme	poverty	and	provide	a	better	future	for	all.	Social	policy	is	an	applied	social	action	to	manage	social	risks	and	maintain	a	society’s	social	protection	system.	It	focuses	on	how	societies	around
the	world	provide	people’s	basic	requirements	for	security,	education,	job,	health,	and	prosperity.	Social	policy	also	deals	with	how	society	responds	to	universal	challenges	such	as	poverty	and	migration,	as	well	as	social,	demographic,	and	economic	change.	It	manifests	itself	in	areas	of	policy	intervention	that	vary	among	political	systems	and
countries.	National	governments,	the	family,	civil	society,	and	international	organizations	have	a	role,	albeit	at	differing	levels	according	to	the	system,	in	the	implementation	of	this	social	action.		Blakemore,	K.	(2003).	Social	policy:	An	introduction.	Buckingham:	Open	University	Press.	Carter,	T.,	&	Polevychok,	C.	(2004).	Housing	is	good	social	policy.
Canadian	Policy	Research	Networks	Incorporated.	Ebbinghaus,	B.,	&	Whiteside,	N.	(2012).	Shifting	responsibilities	in	Western	European	pension	systems:	What	future	for	social	models?	Global	Social	Policy,	12(3),	266-282.	Marshall,	T.	H.	(1950).	Citizenship	and	social	class.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	Popock,	J.	(1992).	The	ideal	of
citizenship	since	classical	times.	Queens	Quarterly,	99	(1),	35–55.	Titmuss,	R.	(1958).	Essays	on	‘the	welfare	state’.	London:	Allen	and	Unwin.	Social	policy	refers	to	government	policies	aimed	at	meeting	the	needs	of	society.	It	aims	to	influence	how	society	is	structured	and	influences	the	rights,	freedoms,	and	responsibilities	of	citizens.	The	primary
implementation	areas	of	social	policy	are:	social	security,	health,	education,	housing,	employment,	and	migration	(Blakemore,	2003).	Examples	of	social	policies	include	raising	the	minimum	wage,	reforming	marriage	law,	and	mandating	a	minimum	school	leaving	age	of	16	years	of	age.	A	government’s	social	policy	is	interwoven	with	the	social	values
it	aims	to	promote.	For	example:	A	social	democratic	government	may	pursue	social	justice	reforms,	resource	redistribution,	and	increased	access	to	healthcare.	An	economically	liberal	government	is	traditionally	concerned	with	pursuing	efficient	social	policies	that	encourage	economic	activity	in	order	to	raise	living	standards.	Unemployment
support	–	Raising	the	amount	of	money	people	earn	when	on	unemployment	benefits,	or	linking	unemployment	benefits	to	job	applications.	Housing	–	Zoning	laws,	laws	about	housing	standards,	and	rent-to-own	policies	are	all	designed	to	promote	home	ownership	for	the	middle	and	working	classes.	Neighborhood	renewal	–	Local	governments	are
often	concerned	with	social	policies	linked	to	ensuring	people	have	access	to	greenspace,	entertainment,	and	sporting	facilities.	Child	and	family	support	–	Many	governments	will	implement	child	support	programs	like	childcare	support	programs	to	help	families	deal	with	cost	of	living	pressures	and	encourage	parents	to	re-enter	the	workforce.	Job
training	–	Governments	often	implement	job	training	programs	for	the	unemployed	to	give	them	the	skills	to	work.	These	may	be	free	or	subsidized	for	candidates	who	meet	a	certain	criteria.	Poverty	reduction	–	Poverty	reduction	policies	span	a	gammut	of	housing,	food	security,	wealth	redistribution,	and	subsidization	plans.	Governments	may	also
provide	economic	incentives	for	businesses	to	employ	people	from	impoverished	backgrounds.	Pension	schemes	–	Most	societies	recognize	the	need	for	support	services	for	the	elderly.	Often,	governments	mandate	pension	schemes	like	the	US-based	401K	to	encourage	people	to	save	for	their	retirements.	Schooling	and	education	–	Every	country
makes	education	mandatory	for	the	young.	This	social	policy	ensures	the	workforce	of	the	future	is	educated	and	can	meet	the	challenges	of	the	nation’s	economy.	Public	health	policy	–	Health	care	systems	are	designed	to	improve	the	overall	wellbeing	of	the	people.	Without	government	assistance	and	incentives,	many	parts	of	a	society	may	miss	out.
Disability	services	–	Disabled	people	have	unique	needs	that	are	often	met	through	government	programs.	They	may,	for	example,	mandate	building	accessibility	for	all	new	buildings,	and	provide	funds	for	people	with	disabilities	to	retrofit	their	homes	for	their	needs.	Unemployment	support	is	the	money	the	state	pays	unemployed	people	regularly
when	they	search	for	a	job.	Unemployment	supports	take	different	names,	such	as	unemployment	benefits,	unemployment	insurance,	unemployment	payment,	or	unemployment	compensation.	It	is	the	state’s	responsibility	to	protect	citizens	when	they	face	loss	of	income	and	the	threat	of	poverty	because	of	unemployment.	This	protection	is	among
the	human	rights	recognized	by	the	International	Labor	Organization	(ILO)	Employment	Promotion	and	Protection	Against	Unemployment	Convention,	adopted	in	1988.	There	are	criteria	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	support.	The	eligibility	issue	has	become	more	complex	since	the	1980s	with	the	advance	of	globalization.	The	socio-economic
rationale	behind	the	provision	of	this	support	is	maintaining	market	and	labor	market	stability,	as	well	as	preventing	social	unrest.	Housing	policy	concerns	providing	adequate	and	affordable	housing	for	all	citizens.	A	home	is	central	to	human	existence,	immensely	impacting	an	individual’s	and	a	family’s	living	standards	in	terms	of	physical	and
mental	health,	income	security	and	economic	chances,	integration	in	social	life,	educational	achievements,	integration	of	immigrants,	and	community	development:	“Good	housing	also	reduces	long-term	costs	to	society	in	other	areas	such	as	health,	education,	social	assistance,	and	employment	insurance”	(Carter	&	Polevychock,	2004).	In	other
words,	access	to	safe	and	stable	housing	is	a	key	social	determinant	of	health.	Housing	is	a	major	policy	area	in	a	world	that	is	rapidly	urbanizing	but	also	facing	economic	and	ecological	problems.	Even	in	the	industrialized	economies	of	the	world	(Global	North),	there	are	arising	challenges	before	the	provision	of	housing	policy.	Among	these	are
rising	housing	prices,	stagnating	wages,	demographic	pressures,	and	declining	public	investment	in	housing.		Although	adequate	housing	is	a	human	right,	over	1	billion	people	live	in	slums	in	the	Global	South,	missing	the	opportunities	for	an	equal,	healthy,	safe,	and	decent	living.	The	growing	social	unrest	in	slums	is	the	central	theme	in	Mike
Davis’	Planet	of	Slums,	published	in	2006.	Education	policy	focuses	on	the	public	provision	of	universal	education.	The	development	of	public	education	indeed	lies	at	the	core	of	the	emergence	of	social	rights	in	the	19th	century.	The	welfare	state	that	arose	after	World	War	II	provided	universal	education.	According	to	T.H.	Marshall	(1950),	children
should	have	equal	educational	opportunities	to	raise	them	to	be	civilized	citizens	able	to	make	rational	choices.	Education	provides	children	with	skills	and	future	chances	in	the	labor	market	and	life.	Lack	of	education	or	adequate	education	may	cause	financial	insecurity.	Household	poverty	may	be	a	reason	for	school	dropouts	and	child	labor	when
educational	policy	does	not	function	well	in	coordination	with	other	social	policy	dimensions.	The	increasing	number	of	private	schools	and	the	decreasing	standards	and	investments	for	public	schools	have	been	challenging	for	general	education.	This	applies	to	colleges	as	well.	Many	students	are	now	working	and	borrowing	to	get	a	degree	as	the
tuition	fees	increase	rapidly	while	public	funds	for	college	education	and	the	number	of	scholarships	decline.	Pensions	or	pension	schemes	are	retirement	plans.	During	their	retirement,	people	receive	periodic	payments	from	a	fund	in	which	money	accumulates	during	people’s	years	of	employment.	All	workers	and	self-employed	have	the	right	to	a
pension.	Pensions	are	meant	to	keep	older	people’s	living	standards	up,	to	keep	them	out	of	poverty,	and	to	prevent	their	social	exclusion.	Older	people,	especially	older	women,	face	higher	risks	of	poverty	compared	to	the	general	population.	Older	people	are	no	longer	active	or	are	not	as	active	in	the	labor	market,	but	still	need	income	for	their
living.	Pensions	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	them.	In	households	headed	by	older	people	with	children	and	grandchildren,	benefits	reach	the	larger	family.	There	is	a	transition,	in	this	policy	line,	as	well,	from	public-based	pensions	to	market-based	pensions	(Ebbinghaus	&	Whiteside,	2012).	Poverty	is	a	multidimensional	issue.	There	are	often
class-based	reasons	behind	it.	Poverty	reduction	means	reducing	or	eradicating	poverty	through	various	policy	measures.	Poverty	reduction	requires	the	attention	of	governments,	supported	by	civil	society	and	international	organizations.	Relief	for	the	poor	is	an	essential	dimension	of	this	policy.		Unemployment	and	housing	support,	decent	education
and	health	services,	and	pension	schemes	are	measures	to	keep	people	out	of	poverty.	Economic	development,	social	protection,	political	empowerment,	and	social	participation	are	part	of	the	long-term	solution.	The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	are	adopted	to	combat	extreme	poverty	and	provide	a	better	future	for	all.	Social	policy	is	an
applied	social	action	to	manage	social	risks	and	maintain	a	society’s	social	protection	system.	It	focuses	on	how	societies	around	the	world	provide	people’s	basic	requirements	for	security,	education,	job,	health,	and	prosperity.	Social	policy	also	deals	with	how	society	responds	to	universal	challenges	such	as	poverty	and	migration,	as	well	as	social,
demographic,	and	economic	change.	It	manifests	itself	in	areas	of	policy	intervention	that	vary	among	political	systems	and	countries.	National	governments,	the	family,	civil	society,	and	international	organizations	have	a	role,	albeit	at	differing	levels	according	to	the	system,	in	the	implementation	of	this	social	action.		Blakemore,	K.	(2003).	Social
policy:	An	introduction.	Buckingham:	Open	University	Press.	Carter,	T.,	&	Polevychok,	C.	(2004).	Housing	is	good	social	policy.	Canadian	Policy	Research	Networks	Incorporated.	Ebbinghaus,	B.,	&	Whiteside,	N.	(2012).	Shifting	responsibilities	in	Western	European	pension	systems:	What	future	for	social	models?	Global	Social	Policy,	12(3),	266-282.
Marshall,	T.	H.	(1950).	Citizenship	and	social	class.	Cambridge:	Cambridge	University	Press.	Popock,	J.	(1992).	The	ideal	of	citizenship	since	classical	times.	Queens	Quarterly,	99	(1),	35–55.	Titmuss,	R.	(1958).	Essays	on	‘the	welfare	state’.	London:	Allen	and	Unwin.	Social	policy	refers	to	government	policies	aimed	at	meeting	the	needs	of	society.	It
aims	to	influence	how	society	is	structured	and	influences	the	rights,	freedoms,	and	responsibilities	of	citizens.	The	primary	implementation	areas	of	social	policy	are:	social	security,	health,	education,	housing,	employment,	and	migration	(Blakemore,	2003).	Examples	of	social	policies	include	raising	the	minimum	wage,	reforming	marriage	law,	and
mandating	a	minimum	school	leaving	age	of	16	years	of	age.	A	government’s	social	policy	is	interwoven	with	the	social	values	it	aims	to	promote.	For	example:	A	social	democratic	government	may	pursue	social	justice	reforms,	resource	redistribution,	and	increased	access	to	healthcare.	An	economically	liberal	government	is	traditionally	concerned
with	pursuing	efficient	social	policies	that	encourage	economic	activity	in	order	to	raise	living	standards.	Unemployment	support	–	Raising	the	amount	of	money	people	earn	when	on	unemployment	benefits,	or	linking	unemployment	benefits	to	job	applications.	Housing	–	Zoning	laws,	laws	about	housing	standards,	and	rent-to-own	policies	are	all
designed	to	promote	home	ownership	for	the	middle	and	working	classes.	Neighborhood	renewal	–	Local	governments	are	often	concerned	with	social	policies	linked	to	ensuring	people	have	access	to	greenspace,	entertainment,	and	sporting	facilities.	Child	and	family	support	–	Many	governments	will	implement	child	support	programs	like	childcare
support	programs	to	help	families	deal	with	cost	of	living	pressures	and	encourage	parents	to	re-enter	the	workforce.	Job	training	–	Governments	often	implement	job	training	programs	for	the	unemployed	to	give	them	the	skills	to	work.	These	may	be	free	or	subsidized	for	candidates	who	meet	a	certain	criteria.	Poverty	reduction	–	Poverty	reduction
policies	span	a	gammut	of	housing,	food	security,	wealth	redistribution,	and	subsidization	plans.	Governments	may	also	provide	economic	incentives	for	businesses	to	employ	people	from	impoverished	backgrounds.	Pension	schemes	–	Most	societies	recognize	the	need	for	support	services	for	the	elderly.	Often,	governments	mandate	pension	schemes
like	the	US-based	401K	to	encourage	people	to	save	for	their	retirements.	Schooling	and	education	–	Every	country	makes	education	mandatory	for	the	young.	This	social	policy	ensures	the	workforce	of	the	future	is	educated	and	can	meet	the	challenges	of	the	nation’s	economy.	Public	health	policy	–	Health	care	systems	are	designed	to	improve	the
overall	wellbeing	of	the	people.	Without	government	assistance	and	incentives,	many	parts	of	a	society	may	miss	out.	Disability	services	–	Disabled	people	have	unique	needs	that	are	often	met	through	government	programs.	They	may,	for	example,	mandate	building	accessibility	for	all	new	buildings,	and	provide	funds	for	people	with	disabilities	to
retrofit	their	homes	for	their	needs.	Unemployment	support	is	the	money	the	state	pays	unemployed	people	regularly	when	they	search	for	a	job.	Unemployment	supports	take	different	names,	such	as	unemployment	benefits,	unemployment	insurance,	unemployment	payment,	or	unemployment	compensation.	It	is	the	state’s	responsibility	to	protect
citizens	when	they	face	loss	of	income	and	the	threat	of	poverty	because	of	unemployment.	This	protection	is	among	the	human	rights	recognized	by	the	International	Labor	Organization	(ILO)	Employment	Promotion	and	Protection	Against	Unemployment	Convention,	adopted	in	1988.	There	are	criteria	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	support.	The
eligibility	issue	has	become	more	complex	since	the	1980s	with	the	advance	of	globalization.	The	socio-economic	rationale	behind	the	provision	of	this	support	is	maintaining	market	and	labor	market	stability,	as	well	as	preventing	social	unrest.	Housing	policy	concerns	providing	adequate	and	affordable	housing	for	all	citizens.	A	home	is	central	to
human	existence,	immensely	impacting	an	individual’s	and	a	family’s	living	standards	in	terms	of	physical	and	mental	health,	income	security	and	economic	chances,	integration	in	social	life,	educational	achievements,	integration	of	immigrants,	and	community	development:	“Good	housing	also	reduces	long-term	costs	to	society	in	other	areas	such	as
health,	education,	social	assistance,	and	employment	insurance”	(Carter	&	Polevychock,	2004).	In	other	words,	access	to	safe	and	stable	housing	is	a	key	social	determinant	of	health.	Housing	is	a	major	policy	area	in	a	world	that	is	rapidly	urbanizing	but	also	facing	economic	and	ecological	problems.	Even	in	the	industrialized	economies	of	the	world
(Global	North),	there	are	arising	challenges	before	the	provision	of	housing	policy.	Among	these	are	rising	housing	prices,	stagnating	wages,	demographic	pressures,	and	declining	public	investment	in	housing.		Although	adequate	housing	is	a	human	right,	over	1	billion	people	live	in	slums	in	the	Global	South,	missing	the	opportunities	for	an	equal,
healthy,	safe,	and	decent	living.	The	growing	social	unrest	in	slums	is	the	central	theme	in	Mike	Davis’	Planet	of	Slums,	published	in	2006.	Education	policy	focuses	on	the	public	provision	of	universal	education.	The	development	of	public	education	indeed	lies	at	the	core	of	the	emergence	of	social	rights	in	the	19th	century.	The	welfare	state	that
arose	after	World	War	II	provided	universal	education.	According	to	T.H.	Marshall	(1950),	children	should	have	equal	educational	opportunities	to	raise	them	to	be	civilized	citizens	able	to	make	rational	choices.	Education	provides	children	with	skills	and	future	chances	in	the	labor	market	and	life.	Lack	of	education	or	adequate	education	may	cause



financial	insecurity.	Household	poverty	may	be	a	reason	for	school	dropouts	and	child	labor	when	educational	policy	does	not	function	well	in	coordination	with	other	social	policy	dimensions.	The	increasing	number	of	private	schools	and	the	decreasing	standards	and	investments	for	public	schools	have	been	challenging	for	general	education.	This
applies	to	colleges	as	well.	Many	students	are	now	working	and	borrowing	to	get	a	degree	as	the	tuition	fees	increase	rapidly	while	public	funds	for	college	education	and	the	number	of	scholarships	decline.	Pensions	or	pension	schemes	are	retirement	plans.	During	their	retirement,	people	receive	periodic	payments	from	a	fund	in	which	money
accumulates	during	people’s	years	of	employment.	All	workers	and	self-employed	have	the	right	to	a	pension.	Pensions	are	meant	to	keep	older	people’s	living	standards	up,	to	keep	them	out	of	poverty,	and	to	prevent	their	social	exclusion.	Older	people,	especially	older	women,	face	higher	risks	of	poverty	compared	to	the	general	population.	Older
people	are	no	longer	active	or	are	not	as	active	in	the	labor	market,	but	still	need	income	for	their	living.	Pensions	are	the	main	source	of	income	for	them.	In	households	headed	by	older	people	with	children	and	grandchildren,	benefits	reach	the	larger	family.	There	is	a	transition,	in	this	policy	line,	as	well,	from	public-based	pensions	to	market-based
pensions	(Ebbinghaus	&	Whiteside,	2012).	Poverty	is	a	multidimensional	issue.	There	are	often	class-based	reasons	behind	it.	Poverty	reduction	means	reducing	or	eradicating	poverty	through	various	policy	measures.	Poverty	reduction	requires	the	attention	of	governments,	supported	by	civil	society	and	international	organizations.	Relief	for	the	poor
is	an	essential	dimension	of	this	policy.		Unemployment	and	housing	support,	decent	education	and	health	services,	and	pension	schemes	are	measures	to	keep	people	out	of	poverty.	Economic	development,	social	protection,	political	empowerment,	and	social	participation	are	part	of	the	long-term	solution.	The	Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)
are	adopted	to	combat	extreme	poverty	and	provide	a	better	future	for	all.	Social	policy	is	an	applied	social	action	to	manage	social	risks	and	maintain	a	society’s	social	protection	system.	It	focuses	on	how	societies	around	the	world	provide	people’s	basic	requirements	for	security,	education,	job,	health,	and	prosperity.	Social	policy	also	deals	with
how	society	responds	to	universal	challenges	such	as	poverty	and	migration,	as	well	as	social,	demographic,	and	economic	change.	It	manifests	itself	in	areas	of	policy	intervention	that	vary	among	political	systems	and	countries.	National	governments,	the	family,	civil	society,	and	international	organizations	have	a	role,	albeit	at	differing	levels
according	to	the	system,	in	the	implementation	of	this	social	action.		Blakemore,	K.	(2003).	Social	policy:	An	introduction.	Buckingham:	Open	University	Press.	Carter,	T.,	&	Polevychok,	C.	(2004).	Housing	is	good	social	policy.	Canadian	Policy	Research	Networks	Incorporated.	Ebbinghaus,	B.,	&	Whiteside,	N.	(2012).	Shifting	responsibilities	in
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