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The	Punto	Evo	is	a	development	of	the	Grande	Punto	with	a	500	derived	front	after	research	showed	that	women	were	put	off	by	the	Maserati	look	of	the	Grande	Punto.	At	the	top	end	of	the	Punto	Evo	range,	the	highly	specified	Sporting	1.4	MultiAir	version	includes	sports	seats,	cruise	control,	side	skirts,	air	conditioning,	sports	suspension	and	17-
inch	alloy	wheels	as	standard.	Available	with	a	choice	of	five	low	emissions,	Euro	5	engines,	all	fitted	with	Start&Stop	as	standard,	the	Punto	Evo	comes	in	five	different	trim	levels	–	Active,	Dynamic,	GP,	Eleganza	and	Sporting.	Among	the	engine	line-up	are	two	technically	advanced	power	units	featuring	Fiat’s	new	MultiAir	technology.	The	full	list
includes:	1.4	8-valve	petrol,	1.4	16-valve	MultiAir	petrol	(105bhp	and	135bhp)	and	1.3	16-valve	MultiJet	diesel	(75bhp	and	95bhp).	Standard	equipment	in	the	entry-level	Active	model	includes	ABS	anti-lock	brakes	with	EBD,	driver,	passenger	and	knee	airbags,	radio/CD/MP3	player,	power	steering,	electric	mirrors	and	Blue&Me	infotainment.
Dynamic	trim	level	adds	such	equipment	as	side	and	window	airbags,	leather	steering	wheel	and	air	conditioning,	while	Eleganza	models	get	alloy	wheels,	cruise	control	and	rear	parking	sensors	as	standard.	The	GP	specification	includes	rear	spoiler,	dark	tinted	headlights	and	foglights.	The	Punto	Evo	went	on	sale	through	Fiat’s	170-strong	UK
dealer	network	in	January	2010.	Comes	with	dark	tinted	headlights	and	burnished	tail	lights	to	give	a	sporty	look	and	feel.	The	car	also	gets	body-coloured	door	handles,	15-inch	sports	style	alloy	wheels	and	front	fog	lights	Inside	Punto	MyLife	has	an	enhanced	soft	touch	black	dashboard	with	sporty	perforated	inserts.	As	standard,	it	features
Blue&Me	telecommunications	and	information	with	the	facility	for	TomTom	sat	nav,	Start&Stop	with	Gear	Shift	Indicator	and	air	conditioning.	Available	with	Fiat’s	1.2-litre	8v	(69bhp)	engine,	Punto	MyLife	current	price	is	£9,995	(3-door)	and	£10,595	(5-door).	FIAT	Punto	Evo	received	a	facelift	and	a	namechange,	removing	the	FIAT	500	look	and
replacing	it	with	a	look	more	like	the	original	'Maserati	grille'	Punto	of	2006	and	reverting	to	being	called	plain	'Punto'.	85hp	875cc	TwinAir	engine	introduced.	Prices:	FIAT	Punto	1.2	Pop	8v	3-door	£9,900	FIAT	Punto	1.2	Pop	8v	5-door	£10,500	FIAT	Punto	875	TwinAir	3-door	£12,100	FIAT	Punto	875	TwinAir	5-door	£12,700	FIAT	Punto	Multijet	85PS
Easy	3-door	£13,400	FIAT	Punto	Multijet	85PS	Easy	5-door	£14,000	FIAT	Punto	Multijet	85PS	Lounge	3-door	£15,000	FIAT	Punto	Multijet	85PS	Lounge	5-door	£15,600	FIAT	Punto	MultAir	135PS	Lounge	3-door	£15,200	Slow	selling	Punto	range	enhanced	again	with	new	'Sporting	trim'	level	and	specification	upgrades	across	the	line-up,	providing
better	value	for	money.	Available	with	either	three	or	five	doors	and	with	a	choice	of	five	low	emission	Euro	5	engines,	Fiat's	Punto	now	comes	with	a	revised	line-up	of	four	main	trim	levels,	Pop,	Easy,	GBT	and	the	new	Sporting.	The	previous	Lounge	and	TwinAir	trim	levels	have	been	deleted	from	the	range	with	the	award-winning	TwinAir	engine
now	available	as	an	engine	choice	on	both	Easy	and	GBT	trim	levels.	The	engine	line	up	comprises:	1.2	8-valve	petrol	(69hp),	1.4	8-valve	petrol	(77hp),	1.4	8-valve	petrol	(77hp)	Dualogic,	1.4	16-valve	MultiAir	petrol	(105hp),	TwinAir	0.9-litre	petrol	(85hp)	and	1.3	16-valve	MultiJet	diesel	(85hp).	Standard	equipment	in	the	entry-level	Pop	model
includes	remote	central	locking,	electric	front	windows,	driver	and	passenger	airbags,	window	airbags,	radio/CD/MP3	player,	Dualdrive	electric	power	steering	and	a	height-adjustable	driver's	seat.	This	specification	has	been	further	enhanced	with	a	new	dashboard	with	diamond	embossing	which	is	now	aligned	to	the	rest	of	the	range,	colour-coded
door	handles	and	door	mirrors	and	the	addition	of	a	driver's	knee	airbag	as	standard.	Both	Easy	and	GBT	trim	levels	have	also	been	enhanced	with	upgraded,	sculpted,	black	Castiglio	fabric	seats,	the	addition	of	front	fog	lights	with	cornering	function,	dashboard	and	door	ambient	lighting	and	side	airbags	as	standard.	The	GBT	trim	level	now	also
sports	16-inch	7-spoke	2-tone	Sportline	alloy	wheels,	replacing	the	previous	15-inch	Sportline	alloy	wheels.	The	new	exciting	Sporting	trim	level	joins	the	Punto	range,	building	on	the	success	of	the	GBT,	while	reinforcing	Punto's	sporty	credentials.	Standard	equipment	on	the	Sporting	trim	level	includes	body	coloured	rear	spoiler	and	side	skirts,
gloss	black	painted	roof,	sports	suspension,	gloss	black	electrically	adjustable	heated	door	mirrors,	‘Tarmac	finish'	dashboard,	black	interior	roof	lining,	sports	leather	steering	wheel,	leather	gear	knob	and	handbrake	lever,	specific	‘Sporting'	dark	headlamps,	front	fog	lights	with	cornering	function,	dark	tinted	privacy	glass,	chrome	exhaust	tailpipe
and	16-inch	7-	spoke	2-tone	black	Sportline	alloy	wheels.	The	Sporting	trim	level	is	available	with	the	1.4	8-valve	petrol	(77hp)	and	1.4	16-valve	MultiAir	petrol	(105hp)	engines	and	available	with	either	three	or	five	doors.	Available	as	a	three-door	only,	the	Punto	Jet	Black	2	is	finished	in	Crossover	Black	metallic	paint	and	is	equipped	with	dark	tinted
rear	privacy	glass	and	smoked,	12-spoke,	17-inch	alloy	wheels	as	standard.	Body-coloured	side	skirts	and	a	matching	rear	spoiler,	sports	suspension,	front	fog	lights,	special	side	stripes	and	a	tailgate	logo	complete	the	bespoke	look.	It's	priced	at	£12,000.	Haynes	manual	now	available	for	Grande	Punto,	Punto	Evo	and	Punto	hatchbacks	with	1.2	litre
(1242cc)	&	1.4	litre	(1368cc)	petrol	engines.	from	2006	to	2015.	Does	NOT	cover	'TwinAir',	'Multiair'	or	'T-Jet'	petrol	models,	diesel	models,	dual-fuel	models,	'Dualogic'	transmission,	Abarth	models	or	Van.	Does	NOT	cover	models	from	earlier	Punto	range	available	through	2006	and	2007	(sometimes	known	as	'Punto	Classic').	Book	no	5956,	ISBN
9780857339560.	Price	£22.50.	From	Haynes.	Fiat	Punto	in	Easy+	trim	now	comes	with	a	proper	built-in	satnav	and	no	longer	the	'blue	&	me'	tom	tom	power	cradle	on	top	of	the	dash	which	Fiat	seems	to	have	quietly	dropped.			26th	March	2016,	15:44			#16	BHPian					Join	Date:	Mar	2016	Location:	KL-44,	TN-12	Posts:	179	Thanked:	406	Times	re:
Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Divya	Sharan,	congrats	on	getting	the	Italian	beauty	(Bellissa).	Thanks	for	the	detailed	and	comprehensive	review	of	this	beauty,	great	pictures	too!	The	CF	cover	on	the	chrome	bits	looks	sporty.	Try	connecting	your	phone	using	the	AUX	cable	to	get	voice-guidance.
Wishing	you	a	very	happy	ownership	with	the	Bellissa.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	Tojo_GotBhp	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan	26th	March	2016,	22:08			#17	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2012	Location:	Bangalore,	BKSC	Posts:	498	Thanked:	1,614	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	I
went	on	a	short	ride	to	DD	Hills	today.	It	was	a	short	3.5	odd	hours	affair	including	wandering	around	and	breakfast	at	Kamat	restaurant	near	Dabaspet.	I	hit	6000+	km	on	the	ODO	in	the	meanwhile!	I	took	a	few	pics	here	and	there	and	I	wasted	no	time	in	HDR-ing	them	(loud).	Just	before	the	few	hairpins	start.	Parked	near	the	ruins	of	some	sort	of	a
house.	This	was	the	ruin	I	was	looking	at.	I	stopped	at	a	couple	of	places	on	my	way	back.	And	I	left	one;	untouched.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Vik0728	Congrats	Divya	Sharan	on	your	latest	acquisition	and	"SHE"	looks	Gorgeous	buddy.	Thanks	a	lot	sire!	Yes,	red	indeed	looks	very	sultry,	if	I	may	say	so.	He	he.	I	do	hope	I	join	Bangy's	T-BHP	meet
soon.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Tojo_GotBhp	Divya	Sharan,	congrats	on	getting	the	Italian	beauty	(Bellissa).	Thanks	for	the	detailed	and	comprehensive	review	of	this	beauty,	great	pictures	too!	The	CF	cover	on	the	chrome	bits	looks	sporty.	Try	connecting	your	phone	using	the	AUX	cable	to	get	voice-guidance.	Wishing	you	a	very	happy	ownership
with	the	Bellissa.	Thanks	a	lot	for	the	appreciation.	Let	me	try	out	the	AUX	cable	thingy	the	next	time	I	go	for	a	drive.			(7)	Thanks	The	following	7	BHPians	Thank	Divya	Sharan	for	this	useful	post:	blackwasp,	drivebyfire,	pdma,	theexperthand,	Tojo_GotBhp,	Vik0728,	Wildy	27th	March	2016,	19:59			#18	BHPian					Join	Date:	Oct	2014	Location:
Bangalore	Posts:	403	Thanked:	550	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Hey	there,	congrats	on	your	new	purchase.	Hope	you	have	a	lovely	time	with	it.	Just	curious,	why	din't	you	pick	the	75MJD	considering	it	would	have	been	cheaper	with	discounts	than	the	1.4P	?			(1)	Thanks	The	following
BHPian	Thanks	anand.shankar	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan	27th	March	2016,	20:51			#19	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2012	Location:	Bangalore,	BKSC	Posts:	498	Thanked:	1,614	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	anand.shankar	Hey	there,	congrats	on	your	new
purchase.	Hope	you	have	a	lovely	time	with	it.	Just	curious,	why	din't	you	pick	the	75MJD	considering	it	would	have	been	cheaper	with	discounts	than	the	1.4P	?	Thanks!	I	guess	the	word	on	maintenance	on	a	diesel	mill	and	petrols	being	more	rev	friendly	tilted	my	decision	towards	the	1.4	to	a	great	extent.	I	still	feel	that	Punto	1.4	should	have	had	a
TJet	motor	for	the	price	it	commands	or	maybe	a	1.6	NA	since	that	chassis	is	being	under	used	as	of	now.	Last	edited	by	Divya	Sharan	:	27th	March	2016	at	20:52.			()	Thanks	28th	March	2016,	11:26			#20	BHPian					Join	Date:	Mar	2016	Location:	Pune	Posts:	94	Thanked:	50	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km
completed	Wonderful	review!	My	perception	of	the	EVO's	looks	have	changed	after	seeing	the	beautiful	pictures	of	your	red	EVO.	Wishing	you	many	more	happy	miles	with	the	punto			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	satz581993Mille	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan	28th	March	2016,	12:02			#21	BHPian					Join	Date:	Mar	2016	Location:
Bangalore	Posts:	71	Thanked:	318	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Excellent	review	with	astonishing	pictures..!!	Hidden	feature	section	is	a	treat	to	me,	keeping	that	as	a	bookmark	and	waiting	for	my	day	to	try	all	of	them.	I	haven't	booked	my	Punto	and	the	buying	decision	keep	moving	ahead,
hopefully	before	Nov.	While	the	untouched	picture	of	your	bellissa	shows	how	beautiful	she	is,	others	are	like	an	art.	Art	of	the	piece	of	art.	Have	a	happy	mile	munching	ownership	with	tons	of	moments	on	the	road..!	By	the	way	I	think	yours	is	the	fourth	ownership	review	of	Punto	Evo	in	Team-BHP..!	Keep	waiting	from	the	day	of	first	review	posted
here	to	write	my	own.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	EPMV	for	this	useful	post:	blackwasp,	Divya	Sharan	28th	March	2016,	12:03			#22	BHPian					Join	Date:	Sep	2014	Location:	RJY->PUN->DXB	Posts:	359	Thanked:	830	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Welcome	to	the	club	bro,
officially	in	your	own	ownership	thread	It's	very	well	written	and	answers	my	question	as	to	why	you	went	for	the	1.4NA.	Re:	blackening	the	chrome	on	the	fog	lamps	:	I	felt	the	reflection	of	the	light	off	the	housing	made	them	like	static	corner	lamps.	Do	you	notice	any	difference	now	or	they	still	throw	light	onto	the	corners	of	the	road?	Good	luck	and
happy	driving			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	rav11stars	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan	28th	March	2016,	14:20			#23	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2012	Location:	Bangalore,	BKSC	Posts:	498	Thanked:	1,614	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	satz581993Mille
Wonderful	review!	My	perception	of	the	EVO's	looks	have	changed	after	seeing	the	beautiful	pictures	of	your	red	EVO.	Wishing	you	many	more	happy	miles	with	the	punto	Thanks	a	lot!	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	EPMV	Excellent	review	with	astonishing	pictures..!!	Hidden	feature	section	is	a	treat	to	me,	keeping	that	as	a	bookmark	and	waiting	for
my	day	to	try	all	of	them.	I	haven't	booked	my	Punto	and	the	buying	decision	keep	moving	ahead,	hopefully	before	Nov.	While	the	untouched	picture	of	your	bellissa	shows	how	beautiful	she	is,	others	are	like	an	art.	Art	of	the	piece	of	art.	Have	a	happy	mile	munching	ownership	with	tons	of	moments	on	the	road..!	By	the	way	I	think	yours	is	the	fourth
ownership	review	of	Punto	Evo	in	Team-BHP..!	Keep	waiting	from	the	day	of	first	review	posted	here	to	write	my	own.	Wow,	thanks!	Your	post	just	made	my	mundane	day	so	much	better!	I	can	now	sip	a	cup	of	Cappuccino	looking	like	a	total	freak,	grinning	from	ear	to	ear.	I	think	mine	may	be	the	1st	petrol	1.4	review	on	the	forum.	Kindly	excuse	me	if
I'm	wrong.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	rav11stars	Welcome	to	the	club	bro,	officially	in	your	own	ownership	thread	It's	very	well	written	and	answers	my	question	as	to	why	you	went	for	the	1.4NA.	Re:	blackening	the	chrome	on	the	fog	lamps	:	I	felt	the	reflection	of	the	light	off	the	housing	made	them	like	static	corner	lamps.	Do	you	notice	any
difference	now	or	they	still	throw	light	onto	the	corners	of	the	road?	Good	luck	and	happy	driving	Thanks	a	lot!	Your	posts	have	been	so	helpful	to	me	all	the	time.	I	haven't	noticed	any	difference	in	the	lighting	performance	of	the	fog	lamps	post	the	wrap,	but	in	the	hindsight	I	feel	I	never	looked	for	reduced	visibility	in	the	corners.	Let	me	take	it	for	a
night	drive	and	I	can	let	you	know	with	more	certainty.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	Divya	Sharan	for	this	useful	post:	blackwasp,	rav11stars	28th	March	2016,	20:30			#24	BHPian					Join	Date:	Oct	2014	Location:	Pune	Posts:	696	Thanked:	1,122	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed
Congrats	@Divya	Sharan	on	your	Fiat.	I	drive	the	same	beauty	(same	color),	albiet	with	a	diesel	heart	(Punto	90	HP).	Its	a	great	DIY	that	you	have	done	by	blackening	the	chrome	bits.	I	have	myself	planned	to	get	it	done	soon,	but	now	feel	that	I	should	also	opt	for	DIY	.	Can	you	share	the	details	pertaining	to	your	DIY?	I	read	that	you	drive	around
3000	RPMs,	but	try	pushing	her	at	>4000	RPMs	territory	and	roll	down	the	windows,	what	you	will	hear	would	be	pure	music	to	your	ears.	1.4	fire	has	such	a	brilliant	sporty	note.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	Waspune	for	this	useful	post:	blackwasp,	Divya	Sharan	28th	March	2016,	23:07			#25	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2012	Location:
Bangalore,	BKSC	Posts:	498	Thanked:	1,614	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Waspune	Congrats	@Divya	Sharan	on	your	Fiat.	I	drive	the	same	beauty	(same	color),	albiet	with	a	diesel	heart	(Punto	90	HP).	Its	a	great	DIY	that	you	have	done	by	blackening	the	chrome
bits.	I	have	myself	planned	to	get	it	done	soon,	but	now	feel	that	I	should	also	opt	for	DIY	.	Can	you	share	the	details	pertaining	to	your	DIY?	I	read	that	you	drive	around	3000	RPMs,	but	try	pushing	her	at	>4000	RPMs	territory	and	roll	down	the	windows,	what	you	will	hear	would	be	pure	music	to	your	ears.	1.4	fire	has	such	a	brilliant	sporty	note.
Thanks	a	lot	sir!	For	the	DIY,	you	will	need	4x4	feet	CF	paper,	4x4	matte	black	paper,	scissors,	a	heat	gun	and	load	of	patience.	It	took	me	6	hours.	And	w.r.t	the	exhaust	rhapsody,	let	me	find	an	isolated	stretch	of	road.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	Divya	Sharan	for	this	useful	post:	Waspune	28th	March	2016,	23:29			#26	Newbie			Join
Date:	Jan	2015	Location:	Bangalore	Posts:	22	Thanked:	69	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Divya	Sharan	(DS)	messaged	me	and	said	I	was	late	to	the	tbhp	party,	late	I	might	be	-	but	here	I	am	none	the	less.	Firstly,	awesome	write	up	for	the	initial	ownership	report	-	and	dare	I	say	-	amazing
pictures!!	(yours	and	mine	both	:P)	You've	covered	all	the	pertinent	points	comprehensively	and	the	hidden	features	section	was	an	absolute	pleasure	to	read.	Being	DS's	friend	I	was	sort	of	"in"	on	the	journey	where	DS	became	Bellissa's	owner	and	I	want	to	share	a	few	moments	with	you	all	from	my	perspective.	(By	the	way	I	love	the	name	Bellissa
and	somehow	for	me	it	just	comes	naturally	to	refer	to	this	particular	Punto	Evo	by	this	name.)	An	interesting	point	of	this	ownership	report	is	the	"alternatives	considered"	part	-	a	Ninja	650	!!	Fact	is	that	I	had	no	clue	DS	was	going	for	a	car.	I	knew	that	something	big	was	coming	up,	we	had	discussed	the	pros	and	cons	of	Ninja	650	and	the	troubles
(niggles?)	that	an	existing	owner	we	knew	had	faced.	I	also	knew	he	was	test	riding	alternate	600cc	bikes.	Then	DS	dropped	the	bombshell	that	an	Italian	Beauty	was	coming	home!!	There	was	no	way	to	contain	my	enthusiasm	and	I	told	all	my	friends	that	DS	was	buying	a	Ducati	Scrambler	or	any	one	of	the	Benelli	600	trio.	Congratulated	him	and
told	him	that	I	was	super	happy	'coz	this	was	the	only	way	I	was	ever	gonna	be	able	to	ride	any	of	these	bikes.	Fact	is	my	heart	was	set	on	the	awesome	Scrambler	and	I	kept	on	asking	DS	whether	it	was	the	scrambler,	but	he	was	tight	lipped	about	it	-	which	made	me	positive	it	was	gonna	be	a	Scrambler.	Somewhere	deep	down	I	was	wondering	who
the	hell	will	I	tour	with,	me	having	the	humble	Honda	150cc	that	I	have.	But	in	between	all	of	this,	DS	did	not	even	tell	me	the	exact	date	of	delivery	-	he	just	said	"this	week".	Imagine	my	utter	shock	and	disbelief	when	he	messages	me	the	photo	of	the	Fiat	logo	surrounded	by	that	smooth	Red..!!	To	say	that	I	was	utterly	flabbergasted	beyond
reasoning	would	be	the	understatement	of	this	century!!	In	fact	I	was	in	denial	for	a	few	minutes	-	as	my	dreams	of	riding	a	yellow	Scrambler	dissolved	into	thin	air,	the	shock	subsided	and	was	quicky	replaced	with	a	feeling	of	elation	'coz	for	me	this	simply	opened	another	avenue	of	adventures.	Que	dreams	of	the	two	of	us	driving	in	convoy	on	epic
roads	he	with	his	Bellissa	and	me	in	a	convenient	rental.	So	-	enough	about	me	-	on	to	the	Punto	Evo.	Lot	has	been	said	about	the	handling	prowess	of	the	Punto	platform	and	my	thoughts	are	already	quoted	in	the	text	by	DS.	Enough	has	also	been	said	about	the	rubbery	gear	shifts.	For	me	this	part	of	the	drive	experience	is	more	frustrating	than
disappointing.	Somehow	I	believe	that	the	issue	is	not	with	the	gear	box	but	with	gear	linkages	and	rubber	bushes	which	come	in	all	modern	cars.	A	simple	mod	(which	is	quite	popular	globally	for	many	many	different	cars)	where	the	rubber	bushes	of	the	linkages	are	replaced	by	metal	washers	should	may	be	solve	the	issue.	This	will	still	not	address
the	issue	of	long	throw	of	the	gear	stick	-	but	here's	the	thing	-	I	like	long	throws!!	It	gives	the	whole	business	of	changing	gears	some	purpose!	People	seem	to	be	crazy	about	short	throw	shifters	and	I	have	seen	short	throws	which	are	so	super	short	that	going	from	first	to	second	seems	like	toggling	an	old	school	lights/fan	switch	-	where	is	the	fun	in
that?	Or	maybe	the	real	question	is	-	how	often	do	you	professionally	autocross/track/drag	race?	The	only	real	life	effect	I	see	in	the	ghats	and	that	is	a	point	I	concede.	Ergonomics	-	again	call	it	Italian	character	or	quirk	-	but	things	should	have	been	better.	The	clutch	pedal	travel	is	l-o-n-g	but	the	clutch	bite	point	is	high	up,	that	is	a	bad	combo
already.	What	is	not	ok	is	the	fact	that	at	full	press	of	the	clutch	pedal,	your	feet	hit	the	steering	column!	And	you	can	feel	the	column	turn	if	you	are	taking	a	turn	while	changing	gears!	To	press	the	clutch	all	the	way	in	you	bring	your	seat	forward,	now	the	steering	is	too	close	for	comfort!	Is	it	a	matter	of	getting	used	to?	Absolutely.	Scorpio	has
weird	ergos	as	well,	doesn't	change	the	fact	that	I	love	it	either	way	and	have	done	a	762km	day	solo	in	it.	Build	quality,	suffice	to	say	I	had	no	clue	what	"thud"	people	were	going	on	and	on	about	till	I	felt	it	in	Bellissa.	Now	the	SX4's	door	feels	tinny	Interior	quality	-	it	gives	a	feeling	of	richness,	right	from	the	leather	which	covers	the	gap	in	the
steering	column	to	the	damped	switch	gear	of	the	AC/ICE	console.	Fiat	has	not	tried	to	intentionally	cheap	out	on	things	and	that	makes	the	end	consumer	a	satisfied	person.	Interior	fabric	feel	hard	wearing	as	well,	especially	the	dash	board	fabric.	Engine	-	1.4	FIRE.	Is	90hp	under-powered?	I	don't	think	so,	but	more	is	never	enough.	That	said	the
power	delivery	of	the	90hp	petrol	vs	diesel	is	poles	apart	and	that	changes	the	complete	personality.	Punto	is	heavy	and	with	4	passengers	on	board	clearing	Bangalore	speed	breakers	is	definitely	a	1st	gear	affair.	But	with	2	passengers	and	on	the	open	highway	I	felt	the	acceleration	second	gear	onward	to	be	quite	adequate.	1.4	FIRE	is	a	rev	happy
engine	but	the	cherry	on	top	is	the	uber	smooth	way	in	which	the	needle	climbs	that	tach.	The	feeling	of	increase	in	torque	as	the	rpms	climb	is	rewarding	in	itself.	That	is	something	you	will	never	get	in	a	diesel.	In	most	modern	diesels	with	small	turbos	which	spool	quickly	and	have	restrictive	catcons	to	beat	emission	norms,	only	disappointment
lurks	on	the	flipside	of	4500	rpms.	This	is	getting	longer	than	expected.	Will	let	pictures	do	the	talking	here	on	out:	Paint	quality	-	I	present	to	you	the	brand	new	facelifted	Honda	Amaze	-	pictures	taken	from	screenshot	of	Autocar	review	on	youtube:	Seriously	Honda?	That	level	of	orange	peel?	Why	bother	with	paint	+	clear	-	let	the	cars	roll	out	with
just	a	coat	of	primer	if	you	can't	care	less!	Now	the	paint	surface	on	Bellissa,	the	quality	is	superlative	and	that	reflection	is	stunning!	Oh	did	I	forget	to	mention	we	had	another	italian	beauty	accompanying	us	on	this	photoshoot?	A	few	words	on	the	wheel	well	gap	-	The	suspension	is	well	damped	and	is	independently	excellent	for	highway	use,	but	no
amount	of	excellent	damping	can	cater	to	the	indian	road	craters,	only	ground	clearance	and	extra	suspesion	travel	can	tackle	them.	That	said	the	car	deserves	to	be	lowered	by	atleast	an	inch	and	a	half	minimum.	Still	the	stance	on	the	move	is	not	affected	as	can	be	seen	in	the	panning	shot	in	DS's	post.	Thoughts	on	chrome	delete	mod	done	DIY	by
DS	-	I	was	of	the	opinion	that	he	should	have	left	the	center	chrome	on	both	front	and	back	bumpers	stay,	but	I	take	back	my	words	completely.	The	red	and	black	theme	is	amazing	and	chrome	does	not	deserve	its	place	on	Bellissa.	Front	Rear	I	had	my	doubts	on	how	the	carbon	fibre	film	will	take	wear	and	tear	of	daily	usage	but	I	feel	it	will	last	quite
a	while.	Enjoy	a	macro	of	the	surface	on	the	door	handles:	Finally	just	some	random	shots	to	end	my	contribution	to	this	party!	And	none	are	HDR	so	there's	that!			(7)	Thanks	The	following	7	BHPians	Thank	drivebyfire	for	this	useful	post:	blackwasp,	Divya	Sharan,	pdma,	rav11stars,	theexperthand,	Vik0728,	Wildy	28th	March	2016,	23:53			#27
BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2012	Location:	Bangalore,	BKSC	Posts:	498	Thanked:	1,614	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	drivebyfire	Divya	Sharan	(DS)	messaged	me	and	said	I	was	late	to	the	tbhp	party,	late	I	might	be	-	but	here	I	am	none	the	less.	A	little	late,	but	what
an	entry	boss!	Thanks	for	painstakingly	penning	and	compiling	that	informative	post.	As	far	as	pics	go,	I	need	not	say	a	word	in	excess,	other	than	breathtaking!	And	I	still	chuckle	at	the	suspense	over	the	Italian	Babe	and	you	losing	sleep	over	it.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	Divya	Sharan	for	this	useful	post:	drivebyfire	29th	March	2016,
08:24			#28	Senior	-	BHPian					Join	Date:	Feb	2010	Location:	Wellington	Posts:	3,289	Thanked:	6,056	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	The	Fiat	Evo	is	not	a	car	that	you	see	all	that	often.	A	1.4l	Evo	is	probably	the	rarest	on	our	roads.	The	engine	may	not	excite	nor	is	it	very	efficient	when	pitched
with	the	competition.	However;	it	scores	high	on	reliability	and	refinement.	Congratulations	on	your	new	ride.	This	car	in	red	is	a	looker	and	matched	to	a	really	nice	set	of	alloys.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	sandeepmohan	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan,	rav11stars	29th	March	2016,	15:42			#29	BHPian					Join	Date:	Feb	2015
Location:	Hyderabad	Posts:	165	Thanked:	278	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Hearty	congratulations	on	your	car	mate!	Got	to	admit,	one	of	drastic	changes	in	buying	decisions	that	I	have	heard	in	a	while.	What	i	do	not	seem	to	understand	is	if	the	diesel	and	1.4	EMOTION	are	costing	the	same,
why	did	you	not	choose	the	diesel	variant?	Also,	i	am	amazed	that	you	weren't	offered	any	discounts	on	the	same.	Last	month	in	Hyderabad	i	was	offered	a	base	trim	AVVENTURA	diesel	for	7.2	flat	but	declined	it	as	I	wasnt	ready	to	get	a	new	vehicle	until	next	year.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	vamsi2390	for	this	useful	post:	Divya
Sharan	29th	March	2016,	17:36			#30	BHPian					Join	Date:	Nov	2015	Location:	Bengaluru	Posts:	136	Thanked:	270	Times	re:	Bellissa	-	Fiat	Punto	Evo	1.4	ownership	review	-	4	year	/	50,000	km	completed	Congratulations	on	gifting	yourself	a	Punto	Evo.	Bellissa	was	one	of	the	names	shortlisted	for	my	Linea	TJet	as	well.	However,	I	went	ahead	with
the	name	ELSA	for	my	acquire.	Looks	like	you	were	handled	by	the	same	bunch	of	people	at	Aadya:	Roopa	and	Deepak.	Roopa,	I	would	rate	her	good	but	then	Deepak	is	one	of	those	individuals	contributing	to	FIAT's	downfall	in	India.	He	might	as	well	rank	as	the	biggest	idiot	I	have	ever	known.	Coming	back	to	your	purchase,	I	find	the	final	price	a
bit	too	high.	Weren't	you	offered	any	discounts?	With	a	June	make	you	should	have	been	given	a	substantial	discount	in	my	opinion.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Divya	Sharan	Attachment	1489873	Ground	Clearance	-	185	cm.	More	than	enough	for	most	roads	I	would	take	my	car	to.	However,	on	very	high	mountain	like	speed	bumps	and	crater	sized
potholes,	one	should	crawl	through	in	order	to	save	the	underbelly.	That	needs	a	correction.	It's	185mm	and	not	185cm.	Last	edited	by	Vinodh_Gowda	:	29th	March	2016	at	17:41.	Reason:	Spelling	mistakes	corrected			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	Vinodh_Gowda	for	this	useful	post:	Divya	Sharan	The	Punto	will	have	been	used	extensively
in	tight	urban	car	parks	and	on	school	runs	and	through	inner	city	rat	runs	so	check	the	front	and	the	rear	of	the	car	for	any	scuffs	and	dents.	Check	the	condition	of	the	alloy	wheels,	too,	if	fitted.	Check	the	interior	carefully	for	any	loose	plastics	or	trim,	and	make	sure	any	adjustable	seats	move	freely	and	easily,	as	they	should.	Check	the	tailgate
operation.Various	problems	have	presented	themselves	over	the	course	of	this	generation	of	Punto’s	long	life.	Engines	are	for	the	most	part	reliable,	but	problems	have	been	reported	with	the	cooling	system,	which	can	lead	to	reliability	and	long-term	wear	issues.	In	particular	problems	with	the	engine’s	head	gasket	has	been	noted,	leading	to
complete	engines	or	reconditioned	engines	being	needed,	often	in	cars	no	more	than	three	years	old.	On	top	of	that,	suspensions	have	been	known	to	make	clunking	noises	and	cost	money	and	battery	life	appears	to	be	low.	Build	quality	is	an	issue,	so	owners	have	reported	interior	trim	coming	adrift,	and	the	quality	of	the	seat	and	door	coverings	has
been	reported	as	fragile	and	not	long	lasting.	ECU	and	non-engine	electrics	are	also	a	known	problem,	especially	in	areas	relating	to	starting	the	car	and	the	working	of	the	air-con	units.It’s	a	mixed	bag	here.	This	is	a	car	with	a	long	life	span,	and	over	the	course	of	that	time	owners	have	reported	plenty	of	mixed	issues	with	regard	to	reliability,
though	some	have	praised	theirs.	The	Punto	didn’t	feature	in	our	most	recent	reliability	survey,	but	Fiat	as	a	brand	finished	in	24th	place	out	of	32	manufacturers.	The	MotorEasy	Reliability	Index	offers	an	extensive	assessment	of	the	Fiat	Punto’s	dependability,	drawing	insights	from	a	diverse	array	of	vehicle	models.	This	index	meticulously	details
the	frequency	and	expenses	associated	with	repairs,	providing	a	nuanced	perspective	on	potential	ownership	hurdles	and	the	probability	of	encountering	issues.We	carefully	evaluate	the	reliability	of	the	Fiat	Punto	using	our	comprehensive	methodology,	generating	a	reliability	score	that	offers	valuable	insights	into	potential	repair	costs	and
frequency.	This	data	empowers	current	and	prospective	owners	to	make	informed	decisions	regarding	the	vehicle's	performance	and	long-term	reliability.About	the	Fiat	PuntoThe	Fiat	Punto,	introduced	in	1993,	is	a	versatile	supermini	that	combines	practicality,	style,	and	affordability.	Known	for	its	compact	dimensions	and	efficient	performance,	the
Punto	is	a	popular	choice	for	city	driving	and	longer	journeys	alike.	Its	sleek	design,	spacious	interior,	and	advanced	features	make	it	a	standout	in	the	supermini	segment.Beneath	the	bonnet,	the	Fiat	Punto	boasts	a	lineup	of	efficient	petrol	and	diesel	engines,	meticulously	engineered	to	deliver	both	power	and	fuel	efficiency.	Inside,	the	cabin
showcases	premium	materials	and	advanced	technology,	enhancing	comfort	and	connectivity	for	a	seamless	driving	journey.	Whether	manoeuvring	through	urban	traffic	or	cruising	down	highways,	the	Fiat	Punto	guarantees	a	refined	and	pleasurable	driving	experience.Fiat	Punto	Reliability	IndexThe	Fiat	Punto	Reliability	Index	serves	as	a	crucial
resource	for	gaining	insight	into	the	longevity	and	upkeep	requirements	of	this	adaptable	supermini.	Leveraging	MotorEasy’s	expansive	database,	which	encompasses	data	from	thousands	of	vehicles,	we	generate	a	comprehensive	reliability	score	specific	to	the	Punto.	This	score	offers	detailed	information	on	typical	repair	frequencies	and	costs,
offering	a	precise	overview	of	expected	maintenance	needs.Our	reliability	scoring	system	spans	from	1	(red)	to	10	(green),	providing	clear	guidance	on	repair	expectations	and	associated	costs.	With	monthly	updates,	our	data	remains	up-to-date,	empowering	Fiat	Punto	owners	and	prospective	buyers	with	insights	into	common	issues	and	repair
likelihoods,	enabling	informed	decision-making.Why	a	Car	Warranty	is	Beneficial	for	Fiat	Punto	OwnersOwning	a	Fiat	Punto	offers	a	unique	mix	of	practicality,	style,	and	efficient	performance.	However,	ensuring	ongoing	enjoyment	includes	managing	potential	repair	costs.	Discover	why	a	car	warranty	is	especially	advantageous	for	Fiat	Punto
owners:Financial	Protection:	The	Fiat	Punto,	with	its	advanced	features,	can	encounter	unexpected	repair	issues.	A	comprehensive	car	warranty	shields	you	from	high	repair	costs,	ensuring	your	budget	remains	intact	and	allowing	you	to	enjoy	your	vehicle	worry-free.Coverage	for	Common	Problems:	The	Punto,	with	its	sophisticated	technology,	can
experience	issues	with	electronics,	suspension,	and	engine	components.	A	tailored	car	warranty	covers	these	common	problems,	preventing	sudden	expensive	repairs.Access	to	Quality	Repairs:	MotorEasy’s	car	warranty	provides	access	to	over	10,500	approved	garages	across	the	UK,	ensuring	high-quality	maintenance	and	repairs	for	your	Fiat	Punto,
preserving	its	performance	and	condition.Enhanced	Resale	Value:	A	car	under	warranty	is	more	attractive	to	buyers.	If	you	decide	to	sell	your	Punto,	a	car	warranty	can	enhance	its	resale	value,	making	it	a	desirable	option	in	the	used	vehicle	market.Peace	of	Mind:	Driving	should	be	a	pleasure,	free	from	the	stress	of	potential	breakdowns	and
repairs.	A	car	warranty	offers	peace	of	mind,	covering	many	repair	costs	and	allowing	you	to	focus	on	the	enjoyment	of	driving	your	Fiat	Punto.Investing	in	a	car	warranty	for	your	Fiat	Punto	is	not	merely	about	financial	protection;	it’s	about	ensuring	a	continuous,	enjoyable	driving	experience.	Whether	you	currently	own	or	are	considering	a	Punto,	a
car	warranty	is	a	wise	investment	to	keep	your	vehicle	in	prime	condition.Get	Car	Warranty	Quote		Explore	Other	Fiat	ModelsExplore	the	reliability	of	various	Fiat	models	using	our	extensive	data	and	insights.	Understanding	maintenance	requirements	and	costs	is	crucial	for	making	informed	decisions.	Dive	into	detailed	reliability	information	for
these	Fiat	models:Fiat	500Fiat	500XFiat	500LFiat	Grande	PuntoFiat	PandaEach	page	provides	comprehensive	reliability	scores,	common	issues,	and	crucial	details	to	assist	you	in	managing	the	ownership	experience	of	your	Fiat	vehicle.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—
remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that
suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You
do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit
how	you	use	the	material.	re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	LIVING	WITH	THE	PUNTO	The	beginning-	The	Punto	was	a	huge	step	up	from	our	99	Omni,	the	Omni	was	as	basic	as	a	car	can	get.	Now	for	someone	who	has	only	driven	an	Omni	i.e	my	dad,	it	wasn't	easy	for	him	to	drive	the	Punto	straightway.	There	were	many	big
differences	between	the	two	cars	like:Punto	had	front	disc	brakes	with	brake	booster,	while	the	Omni	had	drum	brakes	all	around	without	brake	booster.	Punto	was	equipped	with	a	power	steering	which	was	also	very	responsive.	Omni	had	a	manual	steering	which	was	very	slow	and	vague.	Punto	had	a	bonnet	at	the	front	.	Omni	had	brilliant	all	round
visibility	with	a	low	set	dashboard.	On	the	other	hand,	Punto	had	poor	visibility	when	compared	to	the	Omni,	especially	the	thick	A-pillars	were	a	big	problem.	Even	the	dashboard	was	set	high,	to	counter	this	we	made	judicious	use	of	the	seat	height	adjuster.	Punto	had	a	5	speed	GB,	while	the	Omni	had	a	4	speed	GB.	In	short,	these	two	cars	were
very	different	to	drive	and	my	dad	isn't	actually	a	petrol-head.	Anyways,	we	first	took	out	the	car	on	one	fine	morning	with	my	dad	behind	the	wheel.	The	start	was	promising,	my	dad	didn't	stall	the	engine	and	he	was	able	to	shift	up-to	third	gear	without	any	problem.	Then	I	asked	him	to	check	out	the	brakes,	as	expected	he	pressed	the	brakes	Omni
style	and	the	car	came	to	a	sudden	halt.	Over	the	course	of	1	month	or	so,	he	got	adjusted	to	the	Punto	properly	and	after	that	it	was	smooth	sailing.	Next	up	was	my	mom's	turn	to	try	out	the	Punto,	it	must	be	noted	that	my	mom	is	more	of	a	petrol-head	than	my	dad	is.	As	expected	my	mom	got	used	to	the	Punto	quickly,	especially	w.r.t	modulating
the	brake	pedal.	Slowly	but	steadily	the	Punto	became	the	daily	drive	of	dad	and	the	Omni	was	driven	less	thereafter.	This	was	the	start	of	the	exciting	journey	we	had	with	our	Punto	for	103k	km	&	4.5	years.	1st	service	@	2.5	km	This	was	basically	a	check-up	and	there	was	nothing	that	needed	replacement	during	this	service.	Anyways	we	reached
the	service	center	early	and	a	SA	was	assigned	to	us	who	assured	that	the	service	would	be	completed	soon.	But	even	after	2	hours	our	Punto	wasn't	moved	from	the	parking	lot	and	we	were	sweating	in	the	customers	lounge	(due	to	a	faulty	AC).	At	last	some	mechanic	opened	the	hood	and	checked	the	fluids,	as	expected	all	the	fluids	were	at	optimum
level.	Soon	after	our	SA	told	that	the	washing	center	had	run	out	of	water	and	he	will	get	the	car	washed	during	our	next	visit.	In	short,	we	had	wasted	4	hours	just	so	that	some	mechanic	could	check	the	fluids,	the	car	wasn't	even	put	on	a	ramp	to	the	check	the	under-body.	Anyways	the	first	service	was	over.	After	the	first	service	debacle	at	Abhishek
Motors,	I	had	decided	that	we	will	get	the	next	service	done	at	the	other	Tata	dealer	(Ghosh	Brothers).	2nd	service	@	15k	After	a	poor	experience	during	the	1st	service	we	visited	the	other	dealer	(Ghosh	Brothers)	to	get	the	15k	service	done.	The	15k	service	was	the	first	proper	service	where	things	like	the	engine	oil,	oil	filter,	diesel	filter,	air	filter,
and	ac	filter	were	changed.	This	was	also	a	free	service,	so	we	only	needed	to	pay	for	the	consumables.	We	only	had	one	complaint	that	needed	rectifying	during	this	service,	the	rear	wipe	washer	wasn't	spraying	water.	It	must	be	noted	that	among	all	our	family's	cars	at	that	time,	our	Punto	was	the	only	car	that	was	equipped	with	a	rear	wiper.	So,	I
wasn't	sure	if	the	rear	wiper	had	a	spray	option	or	not.	Anyways	all	the	fluids	and	filters	were	changed	without	any	drama.	Then	it	was	time	to	check	the	functioning	of	the	rear	washer,	the	mechanic	assigned	to	us	was	curiously	checking	out	the	rear	of	the	Punto,	he	kind	of	looked	confused.	After	5	minutes	or	so	he	asked	us	whether	this	was	the	top
end	model	with	things	like	ABS	and	Airbags,	to	which	we	told	him	this	was	the	Emotion	variant	with	ABS	but	without	Airbag.	Then	he	told	us	that	our	Punto	is	most	likely	not	equipped	with	a	rear	wash	as	he	couldn't	locate	the	nozzle	for	the	rear	wash,	he	showed	us	a	few	Safaris	and	Vistas,	and	sure	enough	the	rear	wash	nozzle	was	easily	visible	in
those	2	cars.	Luckily	for	us	I	had	a	peek	under	the	bonnet	and	there	was	a	huge	puddle	of	water	under	the	car.	The	mechanic	looked	under	the	car	and	found	a	loosely	fitted	pipe.	After	connecting	the	pipe	finally	water	was	sprayed	on	the	rear	glass	and	we	found	the	location	of	the	rear	nozzle,	it	was	hidden	in	the	HMSL.	The	mechanic	sheepishly	told
us	that	he	was	a	TATA	mechanic	and	the	mechanic	who	specializes	in	FIAT	cars	was	on	leave,	he	also	told	us	that	the	rear	wash	nozzle	should	have	been	placed	in	a	more	visible	location.	It	was	evening	by	that	time	and	final	bill	presented	to	us	was	around	4.5k.	Very	reasonable	if	you	ask	me.	Accident	at	24k	km	I	remember	this	day	very	clearly,	my
dad	was	supposed	to	pick	me	up	from	my	tuition	classes.	While	waiting	for	him	to	arrive,	I	received	a	phone	call	from	him	saying	that	a	bike	has	T-boned	the	car	and	he	was	in	the	police	station.	Long	story	short,	after	a	long	day	at	the	police	station	our	Punto	was	finally	released.	What	happened	was	that	a	bike	who	was	joining	the	main	road	didn't
see	our	car.	The	biker	hit	the	driver	side	door,	more	specially	on	the	door	hinge,	flew	over	the	car's	roof	and	landed	on	the	road.	My	dad	took	the	biker	to	the	nearest	hospital	and	he	was	diagnosed	with	a	broken	bone.	After	the	police	station	drama	was	over	it	was	time	to	get	the	car	repaired.	As	stated	earlier	the	front	door	had	taken	maximum
damage	and	the	front	fender	also	had	a	small	dent.	We	went	to	the	same	dealer	(Ghosh	Brothers)	from	where	we	had	done	our	15k	service	to	get	our	car	repaired.	We	were	given	a	time	frame	of	around	1	week	for	the	work	to	be	completed	and	they	also	assured	us	that	they	will	take	care	of	the	insurance	claim.	So,	after	2	weeks	we	went	to	check	the
progress	only	to	find	that	the	fender	and	the	door	was	removed	from	the	car.	We	got	hold	of	the	workshop	manager	and	asked	for	an	explanation,	he	assured	us	that	the	work	will	be	completed	soon	and	apologized	for	the	delay.	Finally,	after	2	weeks	the	job	was	completed	and	the	first	impression	of	the	work	done	was	good,	the	paint	quality	was
good.	But	we	are	taking	of	a	TATA/FIAT	dealer	here,	how	can	everything	be	perfect.	Of	course,	they	would	need	to	mess	up	somewhere.	The	front	door	wasn't	properly	aligned	with	the	frame	and	it	won't	even	close	properly.	Over	the	course	of	the	next	one	month,	they	would	refit	the	door	about	4-5	times.	Even	after	all	those	tries	the	door	won't	close
properly	and	the	driver	side	door	remained	like	that	till	we	sold	the	car.	Photos	of	the	damage:	3rd	service	@	30k	km	By	this	time	I	had	acquired	my	driving	license	and	was	raking	up	the	miles.	During	a	highway	drive	I	heard	a	strange	screeching	noise	from	the	front	and	the	noise	was	more	pronounced	during	braking.	The	odometer	reading	was
around	29k	km,	hence	it	was	time	for	a	service.	This	time	we	got	the	car	serviced	at	Abhishek	Motors	after	the	other	dealer	Ghosh	Brothers	couldn't	make	the	front	door	close	properly.	This	was	the	last	service	that	we	did	at	a	TATA	service	center,	soon	thereafter	FIAT	set	up	its	own	dealer	and	service	network.	Anyways	on	to	the	service,	the	SA
quickly	confirmed	that	the	sound	was	from	the	brake	pads	and	the	brake	discs	might	have	also	been	damaged	due	to	running	with	worn	out	pads.	It	must	be	noted	that	our	previous	car	(a	99	Omni)	wasn't	equipped	with	disc	brakes,	so	terms	like	brake	pad	and	brake	disc	were	alien	to	us.	After	inspection	it	was	confirmed	that	the	brake	pads	would
need	to	be	replaced	and	one	brake	disc	was	damaged.	We	gave	them	a	go	ahead	to	carry	out	the	necessary	replacements,	only	to	be	told	that	the	brake	discs	were	out	of	stock.	The	final	bill	was	Rs.	8730,	the	brake	pads	were	priced	at	Rs.	3290.	As	for	the	brake	disc,	we	were	told	that	they	would	inform	us	as	soon	the	part	was	available	and	they	would
waive	off	the	labor	charge.	Finally,	the	part	was	made	available	after	1	month	and	the	cost	of	the	brake	disc	was	Rs.	1123.	So,	finally	the	30k	service	was	over	and	I	was	really	hoping	that	there	would	be	no	more	visit	to	the	service	center	for	the	next	15k	km.	30k	service	bill:	Brake	disc	price:	Speedometer	&	AC	stopped	working	at	36.8k	km	One	fine
day	the	speedometer	stopped	working	and	without	the	speedometer	the	odometer	also	stopped	working.	Strangely	even	the	outside	temperature	display	was	showing	blank	in	the	MID,	though	the	tachometer	was	working	perfectly.	The	check	engine	light	was	on	due	the	faulty	speedometer.	My	dad	had	some	highway	trips	lined	up	during	that	period,
so	we	did	around	1000km	without	a	working	speedometer.	Around	2-3	weeks	later	the	AC	also	stopped	cooling,	the	blower	was	working	but	the	air	wasn't	cool.	So,	a	visit	to	the	newly	opened	exclusive	FIAT	service	was	planned.	The	mechanics	diagnosed	that	the	AC	had	stopped	working	because	there	was	no	gas	in	the	system.	The	no	gas	situation
was	due	to	a	leak	in	the	condenser	and	the	condenser	was	damaged	because	the	horn	came	in	contact	with	condenser's	fins.	Our	car	was	involved	in	a	minor	accident	@	around	28k	km	and	from	the	outside	only	the	front	bumper	was	slightly	misaligned,	hence	we	never	bothered	to	investigate	further.	Soon	after	that	one	of	the	horn	stopped	working
and	FIAT	promptly	replaced	the	horn	under	warranty.	Then	again	around	34k	km	the	same	horn	stopped	working	and	even	this	time	FIAT	replaced	the	horn	under	warranty.	So,	what	happened	was	that	the	horn	mounting	was	slightly	displaced	due	to	the	front	shunt.	This	meant	the	horn	came	in	contact	with	the	condenser	fins,	every	time	we	used
the	horn,	both	these	things	would	rub	each	other.	Finally,	both	the	horn	and	condenser	were	damaged.	Now	some	of	you	might	be	wondering	why	the	mechanic	who	fitted	the	horn	didn't	found	out	that	the	horn	was	in	contact	with	the	condenser.	Well,	my	SA	told	me	that	during	horn	replacement	they	don't	open	the	front	bumper,	hence	weren't	able
to	see	the	misalignment.	The	condenser	was	repaired	outside	for	Rs.	1000,	the	bill	read	some	Condenser	aluminum	welding.	The	AC	gas	refilling	cost	at	FASS	was	Rs.	1900.	Next	up	was	to	rectify	the	faulty	speedometer,	FASS	traced	it	to	a	faulty	Milometer	sensor.	Luckily	for	us	the	part	was	in	stock.	After	fitting	the	part,	the	speedometer	started
working	along	with	with	the	outside	temperature	display.	Just	as	we	were	about	to	leave,	one	of	mechanics	found	an	oil	leak	from	the	oil	sump,	the	leak	was	a	bit	strange	as	there	was	no	physical	damage	to	the	sump.	I	should	have	probed	a	bit	more	on	this	issue.	The	leak	was	mended	by	using	some	sealer	and	the	whole	thing	(including	labor)	costed
us	Rs.	1400.	The	bill:	4th	service	@	45k	km	This	was	a	slightly	bigger	service	as	things	like	the	brake	oil,	power	steering	oil,	transmission	oil	and	coolant	were	changed.	Also,	this	was	the	first	paid	service,	she	had	free	services	up	to	30k	km.	This	service	was	completed	without	any	mishaps	though	the	bill	was	a	bit	high	at	Rs.	8860.	The	45k	service
bill:	First	breakdown	(almost)	@	50k	km	Many	roads	in	Guwahati	get	flooded	during	monsoon	and	sometimes	you	have	no	option	but	to	drive	through	the	flooded	roads.	During	the	monsoon	of	2014,	I	was	forced	to	drive	our	Punto	through	a	waterlogged	road,	the	car	was	behaving	normally	until	I	parked	her.	After	a	few	hours	I	tried	to	start	her,	all
the	warning	lights	came	on	and	went	off	normally	but	the	engine	didn't	crank.	I	tried	a	few	more	times	and	the	engine	wouldn't	just	crank,	the	starter	motor	didn't	turn	over.	I	called	my	SA	for	help	and	asked	if	someone	could	come	over	and	check	the	problem.	He	first	advised	us	to	try	a	push	start,	and	if	the	push	start	didn't	work	he	would	send
someone	over.	So,	I	put	her	in	2nd	gear	with	the	clutch	fully	pressed	and	as	she	gained	some	momentum	(after	pushing)	I	dumped	the	clutch,	the	engine	fired	at	once.	After	that	we	let	her	idle	for	a	few	minutes	and	then	switched	off	the	engine,	this	time	the	starter	worked	normally.	So,	I	thought	it	was	a	one	off-incident	but	I	was	soon	proved	wrong.
The	problem	reappeared	within	a	week	or	so,	this	time	the	immobilizer	light	was	also	on.	My	SA	diagnosed	that	the	immobilizer	light	was	on	due	to	a	weak	battery	and	the	starter	not	working	(sometimes)	was	also	due	to	a	weak	battery.	We	fit	a	new	battery	(Amaron	make)	which	made	the	immobilizer	light	go	away,	but	the	starting	problem	was	still
there.	The	FASS	were	clueless	and	for	the	time-being	we	decided	to	live	with	the	problem.	Mid	life	crisis-	In	June	2014	we	had	taken	the	Punto	on	a	road	trip	to	Darjeeling	and	Gangtok,	the	car	behaved	brilliantly	in	the	hills.	Just	before	we	were	to	return	to	Guwahati,	we	received	a	call	from	FIAT	customer	care	and	they	gave	us	the	information	that
the	only	FIAT	dealer	in	Guwahati	(Green	Valley	FIAT)	has	shut	down.	The	odometer	reading	at	that	time	was	around	56k	km	and	we	were	due	for	a	service	within	4k	km.	Do	note	that	our	car	was	still	under	extended	warranty	and	moreover	there	are	not	many	FNGs	in	Guwahati	that	can	properly	service	a	Punto.	5th	service	@	60k	km	The	60k	km
mark	came	and	there	was	no	news	as	to	when	a	FIAT	dealer	would	open	here.	99rpm.com	came	to	the	rescue,	I	ordered	all	the	required	parts	from	them,	and	got	the	oil	changed	at	a	FNG.	The	FNG	owner	advised	us	to	change	the	engine	oil	at	around	10k	km	rather	than	the	recommended	15k	km	interval,	his	reason	being	that	15k	km	interval	is	too
long	in	our	dusty	environment.	Just	a	few	days	later	the	speedometer	again	stopped	working	and	this	time	there	was	no	FASS	in	Guwahati.	So,	we	drove	around	a	month	with	a	faulty	speedometer.	I,	along	with	a	few	of	my	friends	went	for	a	drive	in	the	Omni,	after	just	a	few	kilometers	the	car	suffered	a	puncture.	One	of	my	friends	suggested	that
before	fixing	the	puncture	we	should	click	a	photo	with	the	punctured	tire.	Upon	closer	inspection	of	the	photo	that	was	clicked	I	spotted	a	Linea	parked	beside	the	Omni.	I	looked	around	and	saw	lots	of	FIAT	cars	parked	beside	a	FNG,	inside	the	FNG	I	saw	lots	of	familiar	faces,	most	of	the	mechanics	from	FASS	were	working	there.	Hence	by	sheer
luck	I	found	a	place	where	I	could	get	the	faulty	speedometer	repaired.	Spot	the	Linea:	But	there	was	a	problem	as	I	had	only	found	the	mechanic,	there	was	still	the	task	of	finding	the	spare	parts.	Finding	a	rare	part	like	the	milometer	pinion	without	the	help	of	FASS	was	almost	impossible.	Anyways	one	of	the	mechanics	told	me	that	he	might	be	able
to	repair	the	old	milometer	pinion	using	some	juggad,	apparently	this	part	is	made	of	plastic	and	hence	it	was	fragile.	He	mended	the	old	part	using	some	glue	and	it	was	time	to	check	if	the	juggad	worked.	We	went	for	a	test	drive,	initially	the	speedometer	was	not	working,	then	after	a	few	100	meters	or	so	the	speedometer	came	back	to	life.	The
speedometer	never	gave	any	more	trouble	till	the	time	we	sold	her,	so	whatever	juggad	the	mechanic	did	was	good.	Not	everything	was	perfect	though,	we	had	initially	removed	the	bumper	for	some	denting-painting	work.	During	the	test	drive	we	didn't	put	the	bumper	back	as	we	only	wanted	to	take	a	short	drive.	In	reality	due	to	excitement	(after
the	speedo	started	working)	we	ended	up	taking	her	on	the	highway	for	a	slightly	longer	test	drive.	Driving	without	the	bumpers	meant	that	the	fender	liners	weren't	fixed	and	these	came	in	contact	with	the	tires	at	high	speed.	This	meant	that	the	fender	liners	were	badly	damaged	and	without	FASS	I	couldn't	replace	the	liners.	6th	service	@	67k	km
By	January	2015	a	new	FIAT	dealer	(Mahesh	FIAT)	had	opened	in	Guwahati.	So,	I	made	a	visit	to	them	to	get	the	starting	problem	rectified	and	also	to	replace	the	fender	linings.	This	time	I	wanted	to	make	sure	that	the	starting	problem	was	fixed	once	and	for	all,	hence	requested	my	SA	to	do	a	thorough	check	up.	After	checking	everything	from	the
fuel	pump	to	the	starter	motor,	they	finally	found	the	culprit.	The	earthing	point	of	the	starter	motor	was	found	to	be	slightly	loose	and	corroded,	this	particular	earthing	point	was	located	near	the	front	bumper.	They	mended	the	earthing	point	and	the	starting	problem	didn't	reoccur	till	the	time	we	sold	the	car.	After	the	problem	was	diagnosed,	my
SA	told	me	that	this	is	a	common	problem	in	cars	driven	through	flooded	roads	(quite	common	in	Guwahati).	Do	note	that	when	the	problem	first	occurred	the	same	guy	was	clueless	about	the	problem,	anyways	the	problem	was	finally	solved	and	I	was	happy	with	it.	Our	car	was	under	extended	warranty	up-to	March	2016	and	we	had	done	the	60k	km
service	at	a	FNG,	so	the	60k	km	service	was	still	pending	according	to	FASS	records.	Without	complete	service	history	the	warranty	would	have	been	void,	hence	I	wanted	to	get	the	oil	changed	once	more	just	to	keep	our	warranty	intact.	Along	with	the	oil	change,	the	SA	advised	us	to	change	the	timing	chain	as	according	to	him	the	timing	chain	was
making	some	unwanted	noises.	The	user	manual	recommends	timing	chain	replacement	@	60k	km	only	for	the	90HP	version,	for	the	75HP	variant	the	interval	wasn't	specified.	Anyhow	60k	km	interval	for	a	timing	chain	interval	is	too	short,	even	many	cars	equipped	with	timing	belts	(timing	chain	should	theoretically	last	more	than	a	timing	belt)	have
replacement	intervals	of	100k	km	or	more.	Anyways	we	gave	them	a	go	ahead	to	complete	all	the	necessary	work,	only	to	be	told	that	the	timing	chain	kit	wasn't	in	stock.	Then	my	SA	came	up	with	an	idea,	they	would	buy	the	timing	kit	from	a	TATA	parts	store,	and	fit	in	my	car.	He	assured	me	that	the	timing	kit	from	TATA	would	fit	perfectly	and	it
would	be	a	bit	cheaper.	Finally,	the	service	was	complete	and	the	bill	was	Rs.11165.	Timing	change	bill:	Clutch	change	@	69k	km	During	the	last	service	we	were	told	that	the	clutch	was	weak	and	needed	replacement	ASAP.	The	clutch	had	become	a	bit	hard	and	surprisingly	the	gearshifts	had	also	became	a	bit	stiff	(especially	the	2nd	gear).	Though
there	was	no	clutch	slippage,	even	on	inclines.	Anyways,	we	decided	to	get	the	clutch	replaced	and	visited	FASS	to	get	the	job	done.	Even	this	time	the	clutch	kit	wasn't	in	stock,	they	offered	to	get	the	part	from	a	TATA	parts	store.	Apparently,	TATA	Manza	and	Vista	have	the	exact	same	clutch	as	the	Punto.	I	took	a	test	drive	after	the	new	clutch	was
fitted,	the	new	clutch	was	really	light	and	the	gearshifts	were	back	to	normal.	So,	I	guess	the	old	clutch	was	really	worn	out.	The	final	bill	presented	was	Rs.	9780.	Hence,	within	2	months	we	had	spent	20k	on	servicing,	which	to	me	seemed	a	bit	expensive.	Clutch	overhaul	bill:	Breakdown	@	80k	km	This	was	the	only	time	she	broke	down	on	the	road
and	unfortunately	I	wasn't	in	the	car	when	it	happened.	I	was	told	that	there	was	a	loud	sound	from	the	engine	bay,	upon	inspection	it	was	found	that	the	alternator	pulley	had	broken	from	its	mount.	The	car	had	to	be	towed	to	the	FASS,	my	SA	declared	that	the	alternator	belt	had	broken	and	they	also	heard	a	squeaky	belt	when	the	car	left	the	FASS
that	morning.	Do	note	that	the	Punto	went	to	FASS	that	morning	to	get	a	fused	bulb	replaced.	During	the	morning	visit	no	one	warned	us	about	a	squeaky	belt	and	moreover	my	mom	was	sure	that	she	would	have	noticed	if	there	was	any	strange	noise	from	the	engine	bay.	Also	during	the	breakdown,	the	pulley	was	dislodged	from	the	mounting.	I	to
this	day	don't	have	any	idea	why	the	FASS	guys	didn't	want	to	acknowledge	about	the	pulley	problem.	Anyways	they	fitted	a	new	belt	and	fitted	the	existing	pulley,	the	bill	had	something	Smart	repairing	outside	written,	I	guess	this	was	for	fitting	the	pulley	back.	The	final	bill	was	Rs.	2200.	The	bill:	Power	steering	pump	changed	under	extended
warranty	@	80k	km	During	the	last	visit	to	FASS	(when	the	breakdown	happened)	one	of	the	mechanics	found	that	the	power	steering	pump	was	leaking.	This	time	they	agreed	to	change	the	part	under	extended	warranty,	though	the	part	was	out	of	stock	and	an	order	had	to	be	placed	for	the	part.	The	part	arrived	after	a	month	and	the	power
steering	pump	was	replaced	under	extended	warranty.	Everything	including	labor	was	covered	under	the	extended	warranty.	7th	service	@	80k	km	The	last	oil	change	was	at	67k	km	and	it	was	almost	time	for	an	oil	change.	Decided	to	get	the	oil	changed	a	bit	early	(13k	km	interval)	this	time,	mainly	to	keep	the	service	intervals	in	the	multiple	of	5
(80k,	95k	&	so	on).	The	final	bill	was	Rs.	4843,	which	was	quite	reasonable.	80k	km	service	bill:	8th	service	@	95k	km	There	was	no	unwanted	expenses	and	visit	to	FASS	during	this	period	(from	80k	to	95k)	and	I	sincerely	hoped	that	the	midlife	crisis	was	over.	Little	did	I	know	this	would	be	the	last	time	I	would	be	driving	a	properly	functioning
Punto.	Anyways,	this	was	a	slightly	bigger	service	as	things	like	the	transmission	oil,	power	steering	oil,	brake	oil	were	changed	in	addition	to	the	normal	oil	and	filter	change.	The	final	bill	was	Rs.	5913.	Few	months	back	the	glow	plug	warning	light	had	appeared	in	the	dashboard.	FASS	diagnosed	it	was	due	to	faulty	glow	plugs,	two	of	them	were
found	to	be	faulty.	Luckily	for	us	the	glow	plugs	were	covered	under	extended	warranty	and	FASS	changed	them	promptly.	However,	there	was	slight	problem	while	removing	one	of	the	glow	plugs,	one	plug	was	badly	stuck	and	even	WD-40	wasn't	of	any	help.	In	the	end	they	had	to	open	the	head	to	remove	the	stuck	glow	plug,	removing	the	head
means	some	gaskets	(head	gasket)	had	to	be	also	changed.	Finally,	both	the	glow	plugs	were	changed	and	the	glow	plug	warning	light	on	the	dashboard	was	gone.	95k	km	service	bill:	The	end-	I	was	back	in	Guwahati	in	July	2016	for	my	semester	breaks.	First	thing	I	did	was	to	peek	on	the	odometer	reading,	the	odometer	read	100010	km.	The	Punto
had	crossed	the	1	lakh	km	mark	in	4.5	years.	Then	I	remembered	that	even	our	Omni	was	nearing	the	1	lakh	mark,	the	odometer	on	the	Omni	read	00786.	It	seems	that	the	Omni	was	first	to	reach	the	1	lakh	km	mark.	When	we	bought	the	Punto	the	Omni's	odo	reading	was	80000km.	Hence,	after	we	bought	the	Punto	the	Omni	only	ran	20000km	in
4.5	years,	while	the	Punto	covered	100000km	at	the	same	time.	The	odometer	reading	on	the	Omni:	The	odometer	reading	on	the	Punto:	Alternator	overhaul	@	100k	km	But	all	was	not	well,	there	were	some	funny	noises	from	the	engine	bay.	I	asked	my	parents	about	anything	that	might	have	happened	during	the	last	2	months,	which	could	have
been	responsible	for	the	noises.	My	mom	told	me	that	the	Punto	was	driven	through	a	flooded	road	and	water	was	up-to	bonnet	level.	So,	I	made	a	visit	to	FASS	to	get	the	sound	looked	at,	they	diagnosed	that	the	sound	was	due	to	a	faulty	alternator.	Punto	uses	a	BOSCH	make	alternator	and	FASS	quoted	around	Rs.	4000	to	get	the	alternator
overhauled.	I	decided	to	get	the	alternator	overhauled	from	a	FNG,	Rs.	4000	for	an	alternator	overhaul	was	absurd.	The	windshield	wiper	washer	was	also	not	working,	the	washer	motor	was	found	to	be	faulty,	and	needed	replacement.	The	front	bumper	was	also	a	bit	misaligned.	The	final	bill	was	Rs.	4219.	The	fender	liners	were	also	changed	once
more.	The	bill:	Next	up	was	a	visit	to	an	electrician	to	fix	the	alternator.	The	alternator	was	overhauled	for	around	Rs.	2000,	the	mechanic	there	told	me	that	he	found	traces	of	water	on	the	inside	of	the	alternator.	Luckily	most	of	the	abnormal	noises	(from	the	engine	bay)	were	gone	after	the	alternator	overhaul.	Oil	Leak	from	crankshaft	oil	seal	@
100.5k	km	I	was	on	my	way	towards	home	one	day,	just	a	few	kilometers	away	I	was	forced	to	brake	a	bit	heavily.	Just	after	that	the	buzzer	sounded	along	with	a	message	on	the	MID	"Low	Oil	pressure,	stop	driving	immediately",	even	the	low	pressure	light	on	the	dashboard	was	on.	I	stopped	the	car	immediately	and	looked	at	the	road	for	any	traces
of	fluid,	there	was	none.	I	gingerly	restarted	the	engine,	the	warning	sign	was	gone.	Anyways	we	were	only	a	few	kilometers	away	from	home,	so	I	decided	to	drive	her	home	slowly.	Next	morning	I	called	FASS	and	requested	them	to	send	someone	over	to	our	house.	My	SA	told	me	that	for	roadside	assistance	I	would	have	to	call	some	third-party
vendor	and	it	would	be	better	if	I	could	make	a	visit	to	the	FASS	to	buy	engine	oil.	So,	I	bought	1	liter	of	engine	oil	(from	FASS),	poured	the	oil	and	finally	took	the	car	to	FASS.	They	quickly	found	the	source	of	oil	leak,	the	leak	was	from	the	crankshaft	oil	seal.	As	Punto	is	equipped	with	under-body	protection,	the	oil	had	accumulated	on	the	under-
body	sheet	and	hence	there	was	no	trace	of	engine	oil	on	our	garage.	My	SA	told	me	that	the	crankshaft	oil	seal	was	not	in	stock	and	they	would	have	to	place	an	order	for	it.	Then	it	struck	me	that	since	this	same	engine	is	used	in	many	Marutis,	MGP	store	must	have	this	part	in	stock.	I	took	a	sample	of	the	Punto's	crankshaft	oil	seal	and	showed	it	to
the	MGP	store	guy.	He	confirmed	that	the	oil	seal	is	same	as	that	of	the	Swift	diesel,	the	MGP	crankshaft	oil	seal	costs	Rs.	201.	Then	my	SA	also	confirmed	that	the	Maruti	oil	seal	is	indeed	same	as	the	FIAT	oil	seal,	finally	the	new	crankshaft	oil	seal	was	fitted	in	the	Punto.	They	also	poured	1	liter	of	engine	oil,	over	and	above	the	1	liter	that	I	had
poured	in	the	morning,	the	final	bill	(excluding	the	MGP	oil	seal)	was	Rs.	1067.	MGP	part	number	for	the	crankshaft	oil	seal:	The	bill	at	FASS:	Power	steering	rack	replacement	@	101k	km	Just	10	days	after	the	oil	seal	fiasco	was	over	the	steering	rack	failed,	I	was	driving	the	car	in	city	traffic,	all	of	a	sudden	I	heard	a	loud	noise	from	the	engine
compartment.	As	soon	as	I	could	find	a	parking	spot,	I	parked	her	and	saw	that	some	liquid	was	leaking	on	the	road,	the	low	viscosity	of	the	liquid	meant	that	it	couldn't	have	been	engine	oil.	After	all	the	oil	had	leaked	out,	I	started	the	engine	and	as	expected	the	power	steering	was	not	working,	in	short	the	steering	rack	had	leaked	all	the	power
steering	oil.	Driving	the	Punto	without	power	steering	was	a	task	in	itself.	Do	note	that	I	was	used	to	driving	a	non	PS	Omni,	even	then	the	Punto	steering	felt	really	hard	at	crawling	speed.	Somehow,	I	made	it	back	to	home	and	a	visit	to	FASS	was	planned	next	morning.	My	SA	diagnosed	that	the	steering	rack	was	faulty	and	would	need	replacement,
they	quoted	around	Rs.	17k	without	labor.	We	were	shocked	upon	hearing	this	figure	and	frankly	we	were	fed	up	of	the	ever	reoccurring	problems.	Anyways,	we	decided	to	try	a	FNG	which	specializes	in	FIAT	cars,	basically	this	FNG	specializes	in	older	FIATs	like	the	Palio	and	Sienna.	They	also	diagnosed	that	the	steering	rack	was	leaking	and	would
need	replacement.	Though	the	price	quoted	was	less	than	what	FASS	had	quoted,	they	quoted	us	15k	including	labor.	We	got	the	steering	rack	replaced	at	this	FNG	and	finally	the	steering	was	back	to	normal.	Luckily	for	us	the	PS	pump	wasn't	damaged,	according	to	one	of	the	mechanics	the	PS	pump	can	get	damaged	when	run	dry.	Power	steering
rack	replacement	bill:	Turbo	repairing	@	102.5k	km	After	the	steering	rack	replacement	fiasco	we	were	frustrated	with	the	endless	problems	and	subsequent	repairing	costs.	I	made	a	visit	to	the	nearest	Hyundai	dealer	just	to	get	a	rough	idea	of	the	resale	value	of	our	Punto,	the	used	car	evaluator	guys	started	by	checking	out	the	Punto	in	every
possible	way.	What	followed	left	me	heartbroken,	there	was	a	huge	cloud	of	white	smoke	when	then	they	revved	the	engine	in	neutral.	The	Hyundai	guys	told	us	that	the	engine	was	weak	and	would	need	a	overhaul	soon.	Our	Punto	used	to	smoke	a	bit	under	hard	acceleration	like	any	diesel	car,	the	smoke	would	be	black	in	color	and	would	disappear
in	2-3	seconds.	But	this	time	it	was	different,	the	smoke	was	white	in	color.	The	amount	of	smoke	was	huge,	the	smoke	could	easily	blind	the	following	traffic	during	acceleration.	Though	the	engine	was	behaving	properly	w.r.t	power	delivery,	the	turbo	was	kicking	in	perfectly,	and	the	car	was	accelerating	properly.	Then	I	checked	out	the	mileage
reading	(MID	value),	it	was	reading	around	11	kmpl	(in	city	condition).	From	the	beginning	the	mileage	reading	(MID	value)	never	went	down	below	the	13	kmpl	mark,	hence	I	was	sure	that	the	mileage	had	gone	down	a	bit.	I	was	a	bit	sad	as	I	had	never	in	my	wildest	dream	thought	that	the	engine	on	the	Punto	would	need	work	at	100k	km,	after	all	it
was	one	of	the	most	reliable	diesel	engines.	Anyways	this	time	I	went	to	the	FNG	to	get	their	opinion	on	the	problem,	the	main	mechanic	there	told	me	that	this	much	smoke	from	the	exhaust	is	not	normal	and	for	the	time	being	asked	me	to	monitor	the	engine	oil	levels.	Few	days	later	we	went	on	a	highway	drive	(200	km	back	and	fro)	and	checked
the	dipstick	next	morning.	The	dipstick	was	almost	empty,	the	engine	must	have	burned	around	1	liter	of	engine	oil	in	200km.	I	topped	up	around	1	liter	of	engine	oil	and	went	to	the	FNG.	Do	note	that	ever	since	the	steering	rack	replacement	I	had	stopped	going	to	FASS,	instead	went	to	the	FNG	who	specializes	in	FIAT	cars.	The	FNG	owner	checked
the	problem	himself	and	concluded	that	the	engine	was	indeed	burning	oil	and	most	likely	would	need	to	be	overhauled.	He	then	told	me	that	in	some	cases	a	faulty	turbo	can	also	lead	to	increase	in	oil	consumption	and	we	could	try	overhauling	the	turbo	once	before	opening	the	engine.	So,	went	for	a	turbo	overhaul,	and	the	job	costed	us	Rs.	8000
(including	labor).	The	turbo	was	overhauled	at	a	specialist	store	who	only	deals	with	turbos,	the	guy	who	did	the	overhaul	told	me	that	the	turbo	looked	in	decent	shape	even	before	the	overhaul.	I	went	for	a	drive	to	check	out	how	she	drives	with	the	overhauled	turbo,	the	car	behaved	exactly	like	she	did	before	the	turbo	overhaul.	Anyways,	even
before	the	overhaul	the	turbo	was	kicking	in	properly	and	the	car	was	accelerating	nicely.	The	overhaul	did	have	a	side	effect	though,	the	turbo	made	a	whistling	kind	of	noise	at	around	1800	RPM.	I	was	furious	and	told	the	FNG	owner	that	the	sound	wasn't	there	before	the	turbo	was	opened,	so	the	sound	wasn't	normal.	After	that	the	turbo	was
opened	once	more	and	finally	the	sound	was	gone.	By	this	time	I	was	frustrated	with	the	FNG,	they	seemed	even	more	incompetent	than	the	FASS	guys.	This	would	be	the	last	time	I	visited	that	FNG.	The	turbo	overhaul	bill:	I	was	a	bit	hopeful	that	the	turbo	overhaul	might	have	solved	the	problem	of	oil	consumption,	hence	went	for	a	short	highway
drive.	Sadly,	the	engine	was	still	consuming	a	substantial	amount	of	oil	like	before,	in	short	the	8k	that	we	spent	for	the	turbo	overhaul	was	for	nothing.	Strangely	one	of	the	mechanics	told	my	mom	(I	was	out	of	Guwahati)	something	unusual,	some	traces	of	dust	were	found	on	the	inside	of	the	air	intake	pipe.	Now	dust	entering	the	engine	is	very	bad
for	the	engine's	health,	even	a	small	amount	of	dust	can	seriously	damage	the	internals.	I	think	dust	can	only	get	past	the	air	filter	box	if	the	air	filter	box	isn't	fitted	properly,	in	the	Punto	the	air	filter	box	is	located	on	top	of	the	engine	and	is	a	part	of	the	engine	cover.	Maybe	someone	during	some	service	forgot	to	fit	the	engine	cover	properly.	Punto
sold	@	103k	km	So	I	made	a	visit	to	FASS	to	get	their	opinion	and	most	importantly	get	a	compression	test	done.	I	narrated	the	whole	story	to	my	SA,	after	checking	he	declared	that	the	engine	was	indeed	burning	substantial	amount	of	oil.	The	SA	suggested	that	they	could	try	putting	oversized	piston	rings	before	going	for	a	full	engine	overhaul,



fitting	the	oversized	piston	rings	would	work	out	to	be	cheaper.	Then	I	asked	for	a	compression	test,	to	which	my	SA	told	me	that	they	had	the	equipment	but	they	didn't	know	how	to	use	it	and	instead	asked	for	my	help	to	run	the	equipment.	Well,	I	am	no	automobile	engineer	and	hence	I	didn't	know	how	to	do	a	compression	test.	The	SA	who	told	me
that	they	didn't	know	how	to	do	a	compression	test	was	the	most	senior	SA	at	Mahesh	Fiat	(Guwahati).	By	this	time	we	had	lost	confidence	in	them,	if	they	didn't	know	how	to	do	a	simple	compression	test,	how	could	we	be	sure	that	they	would	properly	overhaul	a	complex	diesel	engine.	After	that	my	SA	told	me	that	for	engines	which	have	done	over
100k	km,	they	simply	overhaul	the	engine	if	there	is	an	issue	of	oil	consumption.	Anyways	I	asked	him	why	did	our	engine	got	worn	out	after	only	100k	km	on	the	odometer	in-spite	of	being	serviced	on	time.	To	which	he	replied	that	the	15k	interval	for	oil	change	is	a	bit	too	long	for	our	dusty/harsh	conditions,	but	then	again	there	are	many	Puntos
which	have	done	double	the	mileage	we	did	with	a	15k	oil	change	interval.	To	conclude,	we	had	a	Punto	with	a	(supposedly)	dying	engine,	a	bunch	of	mechanics	which	were	not	competent	(according	to	me)	and	we	didn't	know	the	reason	for	the	premature	wear	of	the	engine.	This	was	a	Deja	Vu	moment	for	us.	Back	in	2013	the	fan	belt	of	our	Omni
had	snapped	(Omni	has	a	mechanical	fan),	the	car	overheated,	and	was	driven	around	20	km	with	a	overheating	engine.	The	Omni	became	terribly	unreliable	post	that	incident	and	lots	of	mechanics	(including	mechanics	from	all	the	MASS)	tried	to	solve	the	problems	in	their	own	way.	Finally	later	that	year	we	fitted	a	new	half	engine	in	the	Omni,
even	after	that	there	were	constant	niggles.	Of	course	Omni	is	a	simple	car,	so	it	doesn't	cost	much	to	fix	her,	and	even	with	niggles	she	kind	of	chugs	along.	But	the	Punto	was	different,	it	was	more	complex	than	the	Omni,	and	there	were	not	many	mechanics	(in	Guwahati)	that	could	work	on	a	Punto.	Even	the	FASS	guys	were	incompetent.	Then
there	was	the	huge	list	of	repairs	that	were	due,	first	up	was	overhauling	the	engine.	Next	in	line	was	suspension	overhaul,	the	Punto	was	still	on	factory	fitted	suspension	(at	103k	km).	My	SA	also	commented	that	the	clutch	was	a	bit	weak	and	timing	chain	was	also	due	for	replacement.	Do	note	that	these	2	things	were	replaced	at	around	the	65k	km
mark	and	the	replacement	parts	were	only	40k	km	old.	I	asked	my	SA	as	to	why	did	these	two	things	again	needed	attention,	to	which	I	was	told	that	the	replacement	parts	won't	last	as	long	as	the	parts	that	came	from	the	factory.	Still,	timing	chain	and	clutch	requiring	replacement	after	just	40k	km	was	absurd.	Finally	it	was	decided	that	we	would
sell	our	Punto.	We	had	really	hoped	that	the	Punto	would	have	a	lasted	a	bit	more	than	4.5	years	or	103k	km.	Anyways	we	sold	her	for	a	paltry	150k	and	in	her	place	a	Ford	Ecosport	(Titanium+	diesel)	came	home.	Afterlife	It	is	not	very	common	to	spot	your	ex	car	on	the	road	after	you	have	sold	her.	Not	in	our	case	though,	we	have	been	spotting	the
Punto	quite	frequently	over	the	last	2	years,	the	last	time	I	saw	her	was	a	month	back.	Heck,	once	my	mom	even	struck	a	conversation	with	the	current	owner.	It	feels	nice	to	see	her	on	the	road,	clocking	the	kilometers	like	before	.	We	sold	the	Punto	to	the	Ford	dealer	from	where	we	bought	our	Ecosport.	I	was	sure	that	the	Ford	dealer	would	sell	her
to	a	small	car	dealer	and	then	finally	the	car	dealer	would	place	an	add	on	OLX.	Sure	enough	I	found	a	add	for	our	Punto	only	after	a	week	of	selling	her,	with	the	odometer	reading	reduced	to	42k	km.	I	have	written	about	how	the	used	car	business	is	run	in	our	country	in	a	different	thread,	quoting	myself	from	that	thread:	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by
chiranjitp	This	odometer	tampering	is	quite	common	all	over	India	even	if	the	car	has	a	full	service	history.	We	exchanged	our	2012	Punto	mjd	in	2016	with	an	Ecosport,	the	Punto	was	taken	by	the	ford	dealer	itself.	The	odometer	reading	at	the	time	of	sale	was	103325	km,	the	dealership	gave	us	a	sale	deed	as	a	proof	of	the	sale.	There	was	no
mention	of	the	odometer	reading	on	the	sale	deed	&	we	didn't	bother	as	we	were	selling	to	an	authorized	dealer.	While	searching	OLX.in	after	a	couple	of	weeks	I	came	across	our	Punto,	now	the	odometer	reading	was	42744km.	I	was	shocked	to	see	this	&	do	note	that	our	Punto	had	a	full	service	record	till	we	sold	her.	Few	days	later	I	was	at	the
Ford	dealership	for	some	documents,	got	hold	of	the	person	who	was	dealing	in	used	cars	&	asked	for	an	explanation.	He	replied	that	they	have	sold	the	vehicle	to	a	used	car	dealer	&	he	has	no	responsibilities	now.	Then	I	asked	whose	name	is	on	the	RC,	I	was	replied	the	RC	will	be	changed	after	the	dealer	finds	a	buyer.	Isn't	this	illegal?	Almost	all
dealers	do	this.	Since	then	I	have	spotted	our	Punto	many	times,	my	mother	once	did	talk	to	the	new	owner.	The	owner	didn't	ask	about	the	odometer	reading	nor	my	mother	said	anything	about	it.	If	the	new	owner	comes	to	know	of	this	fraud	&	the	dealer	puts	the	blame	on	us,	we	will	not	have	any	proof	that	we	didn't	tamper	the	odometer.	The	final
odometer	reading	that	I	clicked:	The	odometer	reading	from	the	olx	add:	Last	edited	by	chiranjitp	:	26th	July	2018	at	02:01.	Page	2			26th	July	2018,	22:03			#16	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2017	Location:	Guwahati	Posts:	562	Thanked:	4,745	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Thank	you	guys	for	the	compliments,	means	a	lot	to
me	.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	i74js	Good	to	see	your	fond	ownership	memories	of	Grande	Punto;	In	your	place,	I	would	not	have	picked	up	pre	2012	model	because	the	facelift	which	was	about	60k	dearer	had	many	improvements.	I	believe,	I	wasn't	very	clear	in	my	post.	The	2012	Punto	that	would	have	cost	us	60k	more	(after	discounts	&	price
hike)	was	the	dynamic	variant,	equivalent	to	the	old	Emotion	variant	(the	one	we	bought).	The	top	end	model	(with	airbags,	alloys,	ACC)	wasn't	considered	by	us	mainly	because	of	budget	issues.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	CrAzY	dRiVeR	I	would	be	very	interested	in	hearing	you	compare	the	driving	and	ownership	experience	between	the	two	though
-	the	Ecosport	diesel	and	the	Punto	diesel	-	in	addition	to	the	gear	ratios	&	ABS	calibration	mentioned	in	the	above	posts.	I	have	been	regularly	following	your	Punto	ownership	thread	since	its	inception,	for	me	it	is	one	of	the	best	Punto	ownership	threads.	Let	me	try	to	do	a	brief	comparison	between	the	Punto	and	the	Ecosport.The	NVH	is	way	better
in	the	Ecosport,	the	engine	is	almost	petrol	silent	on	the	inside.	In	comparison	some	diesel	clatter	does	filter	inside	the	cabin	of	the	Punto.	With	regards	to	keeping	the	interior	cocooned	from	the	outside	world,	both	of	them	are	similar.	The	heavy	build	(of	both	the	cars)	does	help	here.	With	regards	to	performance,	the	Ecosport	has	a	bigger	engine	&
hence	is	noticeably	faster.	The	TDCi	engine	also	doesn't	have	any	turbo	lag	to	speak	of,	easily	pulls	from	the	low	revs.	The	Multijet	on	the	other	hand	only	wakes	up	properly	after	1600-1700	RPM.	No	turbo	lag	on	the	Ecosport	means	there	is	no	turbo	kick	as	well,	in	comparison	even	the	Punto	engine	has	a	more	pronounced	turbo	kick.	During	my	first
drive	of	the	Ecosport,	I	thought	the	turbo	was	faulty	in	that	particular	car.	The	power	delivery	is	very	linear,	almost	like	a	NA	engine.	The	gearing	on	the	Ecosport	isn't	very	weird	like	the	Punto,	though	it	is	a	bit	on	the	taller	side	for	my	liking.	The	2nd	gear	almost	goes	up	to	85-90	kmph	in	the	TDCi.	The	clutch	on	the	Ecosport	is	easily	more	heavy
than	the	super	light	clutch	on	the	Punto.	The	Ecosport's	clutch	also	has	a	strong	return	back	action	(typical	of	many	diesels).	On	the	other	hand,	the	Ecosport	has	a	shorter	clutch	travel	than	the	Punto's	clutch.	When	it	comes	to	ride	quality,	the	Punto	wins	hands	down,	there	is	simply	no	comparison.	Whatever	the	speed	and	surface,	the	Punto	rides
flat.	On	the	other	hand,	the	Ecosport	has	a	slightly	stiff	ride	quality	at	low	speeds.	At	medium	to	high	speeds	the	Ecosport	rides	flat,	though	not	quite	Punto	flat.	The	steering	on	the	Ecosport	is	way	lighter	than	the	hydraulic	unit	on	the	Punto,	though	at	high	speeds	it	weights	up	(almost)	sufficiently.	The	steering	on	the	Punto	was	something	else,	it
was	perfect	in	every	possible	way.	The	EPS	unit	on	the	Ecosport	is	nowhere	as	feel	some	as	the	pure	hydraulic	unit	on	the	Punto.	On	the	positive	side,	the	Ecosport's	steering	is	very	sharp,	accurate	and	has	a	nice	center	back	action.	In	short	for	me	the	Ecosport's	steering	is	like	the	Punto's	steering,	minus	the	feel	&	weight.	The	brakes	are	quite
similar	w.r.t	actual	stopping	distance.	But	the	feel	of	braking	is	different	in	both	the	cars,	the	ABS	on	the	Ecosport	is	tuned	too	aggressively	and	it	kicks	in	too	soon.	The	ABS	calibration	on	the	Punto	was	perfect,	it	only	kicked	in	during	really	hard	braking.	The	other	problem	I	have	with	the	brakes	on	the	Ecosport	is	the	nose	dive,	there	is	noticeable
nose	dive	while	braking	from	medium/high	speeds.	Both	the	cars	are	competent	handlers.	The	Ecosport	despite	being	a	tallboy	handles	nicely.	Of	course	it	doesn't	handle	as	well	as	the	Punto,	still	it	is	fun	to	drive	on	twisty	roads.	Despite	being	similar	in	size	(length),	the	Ecosport	is	easily	more	spacious	on	the	inside.	Even	the	seats	are	a	bit	better	in
the	Ecosport,	mainly	due	to	the	fact	that	you	sit	a	bit	higher	and	upright	in	the	taller	Ecosport.	When	it	comes	to	equipment,	the	newer	Ecosport	has	way	more	equipment	(including	things	like	6	airbags,	ESP,	TC).	The	high	GC	on	the	Ecosport	is	a	boon	in	our	roads,	we	haven't	yet	scrapped	her	underbelly.	Our	Punto	had	a	lower	GC	than	your	Punto
(2012	model)	and	she	used	to	scrape	her	underbelly	very	frequently.	The	solid	under-body	protection	meant	there	was	no	major	damage	to	the	under-body.	With	regards	to	servicing,	the	Ecosport	has	only	done	around	37k	km.	So	far	the	experience	has	been	good,	even	the	warranty	replacements	were	done	promptly.	The	cost	of	the	periodic	servicing
is	easily	lower	with	the	Ecosport,	though	some	replacement	parts	are	a	bit	costly.	The	alloy	costs	around	14.5k	and	brake	pads	cost	a	cool	4.5k.	Both	the	cars	have	a	strong	built	quality,	I	would	say	best	in	their	respective	segments.	Somehow,	the	doors	on	the	Punto	feel	a	bit	more	heavier	and	thicker	than	the	Ecosport's	doors.	The	interior	fit	and
finish	is	better	in	the	Ecosport.	Having	said	that,	the	interior	quality	isn't	Hyundai	good.	If	you	would	ask	me,	the	Ecosport	is	a	not	really	a	upgrade	from	the	Punto,	especially	in	things	which	matters	most	to	me	(road	manners,	build	quality,	looks).	Still	among	the	current	sub	12lakh	cars,	Ecosport	seems	like	the	best	compromise.	I	would	advice	you	to
keep	your	Punto	for	a	few	more	years,	they	don't	make	cars	like	these	anymore.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	blackwasp	This	report	should	be	read	by	the	chaps	at	Fiat	as	to	why	the	company	lost	its	foot	in	the	market.	A	competent	product	lost	thanks	to	the	lethargy	of	the	company.	You	are	absolutely	spot	on,	FIAT	lost	many	customers	due	to	their
after	sales	support.	If	the	FASS	(in	Guwahati)	would	have	been	more	competent,	we	would	have	still	had	the	Punto	and	the	thread	title	would	have	read	something	like	"Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	6.5	years	and	1.5	lakh	km".	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	gp_fanatico	As	a	fellow	ex-Punto	onwer,	it	was	nice	to	read	through	your	experience	with	your
Punto	I	now	own	a	pre-worshipped	S-Cross	1.6,	built	by	Maruti	but	Fiat	at	heart	I	like	to	describe	the	S-Cross	as	an	European	car,	made	and	serviced	by	Maruti.	As	the	1.6	variants	were	out	of	budget,	we	didn't	consider	the	S-cross	as	a	replacement	for	the	Punto.	As	for	the	1.3L	S-Cross,	we	didn't	want	to	buy	the	same	engine	again.	Quote:	Originally
Posted	by	justin.das	I	faced	the	same	issue	with	Fiat	Linea	and	contacted	many	workshop's	for	better	diagnosis	and	I	received	the	same	answer.	From	my	research	what	I	found	was	the	real	issue	is	diesel	quality	and	long	service	interval	We	did	get	the	EGR	cleaned	once	at	around	the	50k	km	mark	and	it	was	clogged.	Maruti	recommends	cleaning	the
EGR	every	30k	km	in	their	version	of	the	Multijet,	maybe	a	30k	km	interval	is	better	for	our	road	condition.	Even	the	15k	oil	change	interval	is	a	bit	too	long	for	our	environment,	especially	for	cars	which	are	primarily	driven	inside	the	city.	How	did	you	solve	the	problem	in	your	Linea?	Did	you	overhaul	the	engine?	Last	edited	by	chiranjitp	:	26th	July
2018	at	22:10.			(7)	Thanks	The	following	7	BHPians	Thank	chiranjitp	for	this	useful	post:	CrAzY	dRiVeR,	espraveen,	hmansari,	Leoshashi,	Lij,	sdp1975,	Tanveer02	26th	July	2018,	22:37			#17	BHPian			Join	Date:	Jun	2018	Location:	Jaipur	Posts:	27	Thanked:	28	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	We	have	a	2003	Palio,	the
initial	ones	which	were	mostly	imported.	After	15	years	getting	it	re	registered	is	becoming	a	nightmare	and	I’m	afraid	we	might	have	to	sell	it.	Over	the	last	15	years	it	has	run	flawlessly	all	the	parts	are	solid	Especially	the	build	quality.	Doors	and	the	hood	are	much	heavier	than	our	2018	verna.	The	plastic	quality	is	also	much	better.	Also	like
expensive	luxury	cars	it	came	with	70%	transparency	glasses.	The	AC	was	just	awesome.	Fiat	Palio	was	one	car	that	was	ahead	of	its	time.	With	the	groundbreaking	32bit	ECU.	The	silent	powerful	engine	which	rums	flawlessly	to	this	day	(without	much	care).	I	was	3	years	old	when	we	first	bought	it.	Its	going	to	be	hard	to	say	goodbye.	Stupid	Jammu
RTO			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	Anirudh_sai	for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp,	Tanveer02	27th	July	2018,	01:13			#18	Team-BHP	Support					Join	Date:	Jun	2006	Location:	Bangalore	/	TVM	Posts:	18,043	Thanked:	79,139	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	chiranjitp	Let	me	try	to	do	a
brief	comparison	between	the	Punto	and	the	Ecosport.	Extremely	detailed.	Thank	you.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	chiranjitp	[*]If	you	would	ask	me,	the	Ecosport	is	a	not	really	a	upgrade	from	the	Punto,	especially	in	things	which	matters	most	to	me	(road	manners,	build	quality,	looks).	Still	among	the	current	sub	12lakh	cars,	Ecosport	seems	like	the
best	compromise.[*]I	would	advice	you	to	keep	your	Punto	for	a	few	more	years,	they	don't	make	cars	like	these	anymore.	Sums	up	to	what	I've	been	feeling	as	well.	So	the	car	will	continue	to	run	further	till	it	can	do	so	reliably.	Compass	felt	like	the	perfect	upgrade,	but	(thankfully)	I	was	burdened	back	then	with	a	recent	purchase	of	the	Versys	650	-
and	had	to	let	go	of	the	oppurtunity	to	book	it	post	launch.	However	-	looking	back,	I	feel	it	would	have	been	way	too	much	for	my	needs	and	budget	-	and	I'd	rather	follow	your	path	and	get	a	compact	crossover	later,	but	sometime	only	when	it	is	really	required.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	CrAzY	dRiVeR	for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp
27th	July	2018,	11:13			#19	BHPian					Join	Date:	Jan	2006	Location:	Trivandrum	Posts:	343	Thanked:	1,207	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	chiranjitp	We	did	get	the	EGR	cleaned	once	at	around	the	50k	km	mark	and	it	was	clogged.	Maruti	recommends	cleaning	the	EGR	every	30k	km	in	their
version	of	the	Multijet,	maybe	a	30k	km	interval	is	better	for	our	road	condition.	Even	the	15k	oil	change	interval	is	a	bit	too	long	for	our	environment,	especially	for	cars	which	are	primarily	driven	inside	the	city.	How	did	you	solve	the	problem	in	your	Linea?	Did	you	overhaul	the	engine?	It's	better	to	clean	EGR	every	20-30k	kilometers	and	service
the	car	every	7-10k	kilometers	so	that	longer	engine	life	is	guaranteed	.	For	my	car	the	issue	was	at	74000	kilometers	and	did	a	rebuild	on	engine	and	turbo	.Total	bill	was	around	60k	.Now	car	crossed	1.25k	and	everything	looks	fine	.			(1)	Thanks	The	following	BHPian	Thanks	justin.das	for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp	27th	July	2018,	11:44			#20	Senior
-	BHPian					Join	Date:	Aug	2009	Location:	Bangalore	Posts:	1,716	Thanked:	1,278	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Great	post	with	lot's	of	details	!	My	Emotion	Pack	Punto	MJD	will	turn	9	years	this	year	October.	I	had	purchased	her	in	October	2009	,	a	couple	of	months	after	the	launch	.	She's	done	1.38	lac	kms	now.	Have
had	no	major	problems	so	far	(	touchwood	)	.	I've	taken	her	on	several	long	drives.	Availability	of	spares	in	Bangalore	has	generally	been	good	,	although	at	times	I've	had	to	place	orders	at	the	Fiat	ASC	and	then	wait	for	a	week	or	so	for	arrival.	I've	also	found	a	good	FNG	(	Pride	cars	)	where	I	usually	visit	these	days.	I've	thought	of	upgrading	on	a
few	occasions	but	then	didn't	see	a	lot	of	value	in	doing	so.	Will	keep	her	as	long	there	aren't	any	major	problems.	Service	costs	have	been	reasonable.	I	did	a	suspension	overhaul	some	time	ago.	Here's	a	photo	taken	last	year	at	Tumalapenta	beach.	Last	edited	by	sdp1975	:	27th	July	2018	at	11:46.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	sdp1975
for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp,	hmansari	27th	July	2018,	12:20			#21	Senior	-	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2007	Location:	Mysore	Posts:	3,468	Thanked:	5,548	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Enjoyed	reading	this	very	much!	We	also	moved	from	a	95	Omni	to	a	European	hatch	(VW	Polo)	and	my	dad	would	probably	relate	to
everything	you	wrote	about	your	dad,	including	the	initial	adjustment	to	driving	a	modern	car.	Best	wishes	for	the	next	1	lakh	km.			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	McLaren	Rulez	for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp,	mh09ad5578	28th	July	2018,	13:18			#22	BHPian					Join	Date:	Nov	2011	Location:	Ahmedabad	Posts:	48	Thanked:	135	Times	Re:
Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Hi	Chiranjit,	Your	review	made	me	nostalgic	in	a	way	words	can't	describe.	Your	review	makes	me	so	go	back	to	2011	which	was	the	time	where	Punto's	were	selling	&	trying	hard	to	compete	with	other	premium	hatches.	I	believe	for	any	one	who	has	been	a	Punto	fan	would	believe	2009	till	2014	(till
Evo	was	launched)	would	be	the	best	years	of	their	life.	That's	because	Punto	is	much	more	than	a	car.	Its	an	emotion	&	like	they	said	it,	its	indeed	'crafted	for	a	true	fan'.	Any	one	who	bought	a	Punto	then	was	suddenly	a	close	friend	&	that	car	surely	bought	people	together.	I	own	a	2011	Punto	diesel	&	have	clocked	185,000	kms.	I	had	a	full	engine
change	at	125,000	kms	at	my	own	expense	&	BELIEVE	ME	the	suspension	is	yet	stock,	except	the	lower	arm	which	had	to	be	replaced	at	150,000	kms.	Punto	is	an	amazing	car,	I	have	my	ownership	review	which	i	penned	down	in	MS	Word	when	the	car	had	done	17,000	kms,	but	the	lazy	bones	has	yet	not	helped	me	to	get	it	out	of	the	assembly	line.
But	surely	your	review	has	now	inspired	me	to	complete	that	soon	&	it	will	be	out	soon.	Yes,	I	still	own	the	Punto	&	its	my	daily	drive.	And	I	have	no	plans	to	sell	it.	Period.			(5)	Thanks	The	following	5	BHPians	Thank	Carrera555	for	this	useful	post:	arun_josie,	chiranjitp,	espraveen,	hmansari,	PM	-	B	30th	July	2018,	13:16			#23	Distinguished	-	BHPian		
		Join	Date:	Jul	2014	Location:	India	Posts:	5,728	Thanked:	43,559	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Lovely	review	bro,	straight	from	the	heart,	hats	off	to	you.	Rating	it	a	well	deserved	5	stars.	If	only	Fiat	made	a	fraction	of	the	effort	(which	you	put	in	compiling	this	report)	in	selling	and	supporting	its	cars,	the	fate	of	Fiat
cars	would	have	been	different.	Regards,	Shashi			(7)	Thanks	The	following	7	BHPians	Thank	Leoshashi	for	this	useful	post:	arun_josie,	baby_antu,	chiranjitp,	hmansari,	sdp1975,	Tanveer02,	Varun_HexaGuy	31st	July	2018,	21:16			#24	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2017	Location:	Guwahati	Posts:	562	Thanked:	4,745	Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for
4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Thank	you	guys	for	the	compliments	.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Anirudh_sai	We	have	a	2003	Palio,	the	initial	ones	which	were	mostly	imported.	After	15	years	getting	it	re	registered	is	becoming	a	nightmare	and	I’m	afraid	we	might	have	to	sell	it.	Over	the	last	15	years	it	has	run	flawlessly	all	the	parts	are	solid	The	Palio	was
an	awesome	car,	which	was	also	let	down	by	FIAT.	This	car	was	very	different	from	all	the	small	cars	of	that	era	(01-02),	had	solid	build	quality,	good	highway	manners	etc.	I	believe	it	was	VFM	too,	the	EL	and	ELX	variant	were	priced	very	competitively.	Is	it	that	tough	to	get	a	car	re-registered	in	Jammu	RTO?	We	have	two	cars	in	our	garage	that	are
past	the	15	year	mark,	both	were	re-registered	without	any	hassles.	We	also	didn't	take	help	of	any	broker,	hence	the	cost	was	less	than	1k	for	both	the	cars.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	sdp1975	Great	post	with	lot's	of	details	!	My	Emotion	Pack	Punto	MJD	will	turn	9	years	this	year	October.	I	had	purchased	her	in	October	2009	,	a	couple	of	months
after	the	launch	.	She's	done	1.38	lac	kms	now.	Have	had	no	major	problems	so	far	(	touchwood	)	.	I've	taken	her	on	several	long	drives.	It's	nice	to	see	someone	holding	on	to	a	Punto	for	almost	a	decade.	Your	car	looks	to	be	in	immaculate	condition,	hardly	looks	like	a	9	year	old	car.	October	09	would	mean	a	BS-3	Punto.	Didn't	the	early	Punto
emotion	PK	come	with	a	"Blue	and	Me"	sticker	at	the	back?	This	particular	sticker	looked	really	nice.	In	my	post	I	have	done	a	brief	review	of	the	1.4L	FIRE	engine,	that	particular	car	was	a	early	2010	model	and	had	the	"Blue	and	me"	sticker	at	the	rear	glass.	The	Blue	and	Me	feature	was	quite	advanced	by	2009	standards.	Quote:	Originally	Posted
by	McLaren	Rulez	Enjoyed	reading	this	very	much!	We	also	moved	from	a	95	Omni	to	a	European	hatch	(VW	Polo)	and	my	dad	would	probably	relate	to	everything	you	wrote	about	your	dad,	including	the	initial	adjustment	to	driving	a	modern	car.	I	am	a	regular	reader	of	your	wonderful	Polo	ownership	thread,	hope	your	dad	is	enjoying	the	Polo.	95
Omni	would	mean	the	type-i	Omni	with	round	headlights,	ours	is	the	98	face-lifted	model	(with	a	different	headlight	design).	Did	you	sell	the	Omni?	We	still	have	our	Omni	and	even	today	she	chugs	along	nicely.	After	getting	used	to	the	Punto,	my	dad	stopped	driving	the	Omni.	Now	he	can't	drive	the	Omni,	as	it	lacks	things	like	PS,	power	brakes	etc	.
Though	he	is	quite	comfortable	driving	my	01	Zen	VXi,	which	has	things	like	PS	and	power	brakes.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Carrera555	Hi	Chiranjit,	Your	review	made	me	nostalgic	in	a	way	words	can't	describe.	Your	review	makes	me	so	go	back	to	2011	which	was	the	time	where	Punto's	were	selling	&	trying	hard	to	compete	with	other	premium
hatches.	I	own	a	2011	Punto	diesel	&	have	clocked	185,000	kms.	I	had	a	full	engine	change	at	125,000	kms	at	my	own	expense	&	BELIEVE	ME	the	suspension	is	yet	stock,	except	the	lower	arm	which	had	to	be	replaced	at	150,000	kms.	Wow,	185k	km	is	a	lot	of	distance.	I	have	gone	through	your	ownership	review,	I	am	hoping	that	you	will	be
regularly	updating	your	thread.	The	engine	rebuild	at	125k	km	is	a	bit	too	early,	having	said	that	it	seems	some	Puntos	(&	Lineas)	did	need	a	early	engine	overhaul.	I	believe	this	is	mainly	due	to	the	long	15k	oil	change	interval,	15k	interval	is	too	long	in	our	dusty	and	harsh	environment.	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	Leoshashi	Lovely	review	bro,
straight	from	the	heart,	hats	off	to	you.	Thank	you	bro,	your	compliment	means	a	lot	to	me.	The	fate	of	FIAT	would	have	been	quite	different	had	they	put	some	effort	in	their	after	sales	department.	Initially	lack	of	availability	of	parts	was	a	shock	to	us,	mainly	due	to	fact	that	our	previous	car	was	an	Omni.	When	the	Omni	needed	any	spare	parts,	my
dad	would	simply	visit	any	car	parts	store,	and	buy	the	part.	Last	edited	by	chiranjitp	:	31st	July	2018	at	21:38.			(4)	Thanks	The	following	4	BHPians	Thank	chiranjitp	for	this	useful	post:	Anirudh_sai,	Leoshashi,	McLaren	Rulez,	Tanveer02	31st	July	2018,	23:49			#25	Senior	-	BHPian					Join	Date:	Dec	2007	Location:	Mysore	Posts:	3,468	Thanked:	5,548
Times	Re:	Living	with	a	Fiat	Punto	for	4.5	years	&	1	lakh	km	Quote:	Originally	Posted	by	chiranjitp	95	Omni	would	mean	the	type-i	Omni	with	round	headlights,	ours	is	the	98	face-lifted	model	(with	a	different	headlight	design).	Did	you	sell	the	Omni?	Indeed,	it's	with	the	round	lights.	It's	still	with	us,	1.5	lakh	km	but	still	around	for	the	rough	jobs	like
transporting	equipment	and	going	to	tight	inner	city	streets.	Some	day,	I	hope	to	spend	enough	time	to	give	it	a	full	restoration	-	and	I	suspect	it'll	be	a	classic			(2)	Thanks	The	following	2	BHPians	Thank	McLaren	Rulez	for	this	useful	post:	chiranjitp,	Leoshashi	The	latest	Fiat	Punto	was	revealed	in	2005,	offering	better	levels	of	space	and	practicality
than	the	car	it	replaced.	Called	the	Grande	Punto,	it	was	available	with	a	range	of	efficient	engines	and	could	offer	an	impressive	five-star	Euro	NCAP	safety	rating,	making	it	one	of	the	safest	cars	on	the	market	at	the	time.	This	car	was	given	a	facelift	in	2009,	bringing	with	it	a	new	series	of	engines.	A	sporting	model	–	the	Abarth	Punto	–	was	also
spawned	from	this	model,	which	gave	drivers	a	truly	sporting	alternative	to	the	standard	car.	The	latest	car	has	just	two	engines	to	choose	from	-		a	1.2-litre	and	a	1.4-litre	–	while	the	popular	diesel	engine	has	been	ditched	entirely.	There	are	also	just	two	trim	levels	on	offer,	meaning	that	there’s	not	much	to	choose	from	in	terms	of	personalisation.
That	said,	interior	plastics	have	been	upgraded,	and	the	inside	of	the	Punto	is	now	more	polished	and	solid	than	ever	before.	Prices	start	at	just	£11,635,	giving	drivers	a	truly	low-cost	mode	of	transport.	Value	for	money	Early	cars	were	basic	to	say	the	least.	Available	as	a	three-door	or	five-door	hatchback,	as	well	as	a	two-door	convertible,	the	first-
generation	Punto	had	a	single	piece	plastic	dashboard	with	a	few	ventilation	controls	mounted	within	it	–	and	that	was	about	it.	Offered	as	a	simplistic	city	car,	the	original	Punto	certainly	gave	drivers	a	no-frills	experience.	Good	examples	of	these	cars	can	be	purchased	for	as	little	as	£500.	The	second-generation	cars	offered	better	levels	of	standard
equipment.	Even	cheaper	models	get	electric	windows	and	central	locking,	as	well	as	split-folding	rear	seats	designed	to	extend	the	Punto’s	boot	capacity.	Plenty	of	storage	areas	were	also	included,	giving	a	variety	of	places	to	put	the	little	items	that	accumulate	inside	a	car.	Low-mileage	examples	of	these	Puntos	can	range	from	£500	up	to	over
£1,200.	The	third	generation	Punto	–	the	Punto	Grande	–	had	a	large	number	of	new	parts	over	the	older	model.	Entry	level	cars	get	electric	windows	–	and	not	much	else.	Higher-spec	trims	get	air	conditioning	and	alloy	wheels,	with	these	models	commanding	a	higher	price	on	the	used	market.	From	new,	the	Punto	currently	costs	from	£11,635	–
though	you	could	easily	find	a	higher-spec	model	of	the	current	design	age	for	around	half	that.	Looks	and	image	The	last	redesign	of	the	Punto	took	place	in	2012	–	with	this	model	ditching	the	‘Grande’	moniker	and	reverting	to	its	original	singular	name.	Though	not	as	involving	to	drive	as	rivals	such	as	the	Ford	Fiesta,	this	age	of	Punto	is	still
capable,	especially	around	town.	There	are	just	two	engines	available,	a	1.2-litre	petrol	and	a	1.4-litre	petrol.	Both	return	good	economy	figures,	though	CO2	emissions	are	relatively	high	for	this	class,	with	even	the	smaller	unit	emitting	124g/km	CO2.	However,	thanks	to	well-sorted	suspension,	the	Punto	rides	well	around	town	and	deals	with
potholes	and	larger	bumps	in	the	tarmac.	It	remains	a	good	car	if	you’re	looking	for	a	simple	method	of	getting	around	–	though	in	truth	rivals	do	achieve	this	better,	and	the	Punto	is	starting	to	show	its	age.	Inside,	Fiat	has	tried	to	lift	the	Punto	with	better	quality	plastics,	though	there’s	still	all	manner	of	harder	materials	used	throughout	the	cabin.
The	overall	feel	of	the	car	is	good,	though	it	struggles	to	match	the	same	quality	air	given	off	by	the	Volkswagen	Polo,	for	instance.	Though	more	reliable	than	past	Fiat	cars,	even	the	updated	Punto	still	struggled	to	maintain	an	issue	clean-sheet.	Fire	risks	were	some	of	the	largest	problems	to	plague	the	Punto	name.


