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The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.	It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and	1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to	blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of
the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This	blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an	alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some	controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life	counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these	controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot
and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate	portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real	Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in	California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the
world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s	counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding	of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,	where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be	combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement	managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious
youth	without	fundamentally	compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed	lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion	more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too	old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one
of	the	primary	characters	in	Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United	States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of	Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to	disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were
desperately	in	need	of	some	sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He	preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he	regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On	the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used	illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth
Revival	Centers	would	peter	out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the	church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership	numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of	"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same	time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the
younger	folks.	In	real	life,	some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus	Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized	some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately	portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard	Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked
Laurie’s	conversion	to	Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an	inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to	avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,	these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard	to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without
knowing	the	extent	of	their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith	also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s	punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also	faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups	called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of
Prayer	events	at	the	Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is	the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between	two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding	the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of	Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak
hippies,	most	stayed	and	formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal	believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by	their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus	Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on	Netflix	Half	a	century	ago	Hollywood	was	frantically	trying	to	figure	out
the	newly-dominant	“youth	market.”	Since	some	of	that	market	had	recently	found	Jesus,	there	was	a	brief	spate	of	related	films:	Zefferelli’s	hippie-fied	St.	Francis	biopic	“Brother	Sun,	Sister	Moon,”	adapted	stage	musicals	“Jesus	Christ	Superstar”	and	“Godspell,”	the	Billy	Graham-produced	“A	Time	to	Run”	chief	among	them.	But	as	the	“Jesus	Movement”	got	absorbed	into	more	mainstream	institutions,	the	brief	vogue	flickered	out.		For	a	moment	there,	however,	counterculture	and	Christ	had	a	groovy	thing	going	on,	one	that	promised	both	salvation	for
those	who’d	gone	overboard	on	sex,	drugs	and	rock	’n’	roll,	as	well	as	a	healthy	shakeup	of	churches	that	had	lost	touch	with	younger	generations.	Dramatizing	that	moment	is	“Jesus	Revolution,”	an	engaging,	upbeat	new	effort	from	co-directors	Jon	Erwin	(“I	Can	Only	Imagine”)	and	Brent	McCorkle	(“Unconditional”),	adapted	from	Greg	Laurie’s	memoir.		This	inspirational	take	on	a	Southern	California	ministry’s	eventually	far-reaching	impact	may	not	be	a	definitive	representation	of	some	real-life	participants’	roles.	Nonetheless,	it’s	one	of	the	most	appealing
faith-based	big-screen	entertainments	in	a	while,	polished	and	persuasive	without	getting	too	preachy.	Kelsey	Grammer’s	presence	may	lure	some	patrons	not	typically	drawn	to	this	kind	of	attraction,	while	co-star	Jonathan	Roumie	will	help	draw	those	who	are	—	he	plays	J.C.	in	the	well-received	Biblical	TV	series	“The	Chosen.”	Lionsgate	opens	the	feature	on	2,000-plus	U.S.	screens	this	Friday,	after	a	more	limited	Wednesday	night	“special	preview	event.”		After	an	opening	mass-baptism	sequence	the	film	returns	to	about	an	hour	later,	the	narrative	proper
begins	in	1968	Newport	Beach,	where	fatherless	teenager	Greg	(Joel	Courtney)	is	unhappily	enrolled	at	a	local	military	academy,	and	no	more	happy	at	home	with	alcoholic	mother	Charlene	(Kimberly	Williams-Paisley).	He’s	more	than	ready	to	be	liberated	from	both	when	his	path	crosses	that	of	several	turned-on	public	high	schoolers,	notably	Cathe	(Anna	Grace	Barlow),	with	whom	he’s	immediately	smitten.	But	the	downside	of	druggy	escapism	frightens	her	off	before	he	hits	a	freaked-out	bottom	of	his	own.	Meanwhile,	staid	pastor	Chuck	Smith	(Grammer)
presides	over	a	dwindling	congregation.	When	he	expresses	prim	disapproval	of	the	hippie	phenomenon	scrutinized	on	network	TV	news,	his	own	teen	daughter	Janette	(Ally	Ioannides)	scoffs	such	lack	of	understanding	may	be	“why	your	church	is	so	empty.”	Picking	up	a	hitchhiker	one	day,	she	sees	a	golden	opportunity	in	the	form	of	shaggy	Lonnie	Frisbee	(Roumie).	With	“Jesus	Loves	You”	hand-painted	on	his	poncho,	he	announces	he’s	“down	from	San	Francisco	spreading	the	Good	News	to	whoever	wants	to	hear	it.”	“You’ve	got	to	meet	my	father,”	she
grins.	Their	meeting	is	one	of	“Jesus	Revolution’s”	high	points,	as	the	guileless	evangelical	positivity	of	this	Jesus-looking	(and	more	importantly,	-acting)	guy	duly	wins	over	the	resistant	Chuck.	Saying	his	generation	is	on	a	“quest	for	God”	—	whether	they	realize	it	or	not	—	but	that	“We	can	only	go	through	doors	that	are	open	to	us,”	Lonnie	persuades	the	older	man	to	invite	his	kind	into	his	suburban	church.	That	influx	ruffles	some	preexisting	parishioners.	But	the	trickle	of	newcomers,	drawn	by	Lonnie’s	charisma	and	message,	soon	becomes	a	flood,	with
Greg	and	Cathe	prominent	among	them.	Like	a	born-again	version	of	Ang	Lee’s	“Taking	Woodstock,”	“Jesus	Revolution”	revisits	the	“turbulent”	’60s	to	praise	rather	than	bury,	celebrating	the	essential	optimism	of	its	nonconformist	youth.	Most	of	this	new	effort	effectively	channels	that	same	effervescent	spirit,	while	extending	empathy	to	parental	figures	struggling	to	comprehend	offspring	who’ve	suddenly	turned	alien.	It’s	to	the	filmmakers’	credit	that	there’s	at	least	as	much	period	flavor	in	scenes	of	communal	hanging	out	amongst	subsidiary	characters
(some	deploying	old-school	psychedelic	visual	effects)	as	in	a	larger-scale	set-piece	involving	stand-ins	for	Janis	Joplin	and	Allen	Ginsberg.		The	infectious	welcome	provided	by	Frisbee’s	brand	of	religious	outreach,	bolstered	by	“Jesus	music”	from	seminal	Christian	rock	band	Love	Song,	helped	turn	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel	into	the	incubator	for	an	explosively	growing	movement.	By	1971	it,	and	the	principal	players	depicted	here,	landed	on	the	cover	of	“Time	Magazine”	(DeVon	Franklin	plays	its	investigative	reporter).		But	art	echoes	life	here	in	shunting
Lonnie	Frisbee	out	of	the	picture	under	questionable	pretenses,	at	which	late	point	some	of	the	air	goes	out	of	the	movie.	We’re	left	stuck	with	Smith	and	Laurie,	their	boring	self-doubts	and	the	underwritten	women	in	their	lives,	whom	Erwin	and	John	Gunn’s	screenplay	finally	gives	something	to	do	—	they	get	to	tell	our	remaining	heroes	how	wonderful	they	are,	and	how	important	their	mission.	Even	Frisbee	has	a	torch-passing	speech	to	Greg,	which	feels	labored.	As	well	it	ought,	since	as	detailed	in	David	Di	Sabatino’s	2005	documentary	“Frisbee:	The	Life
and	Death	of	a	Hippie	Preacher,”	Lonnie	didn’t	leave	the	ministries	he	co-founded	so	much	as	he	was	pushed	out.	Disinterested	in	money,	by	all	accounts	a	truly	charismatic	figure	(some	claimed	to	witness	“miracles”	he	performed,	ambiguously	portrayed	here),	he	apparently	clashed	with	the	more	assimilationist	values	of	colleagues	who	went	on	to	long,	high-profile	evangelical	careers.	At	least	his	memory	is	done	justice	by	Roumie’s	persuasively	magnetic,	touched-by-the-spirit	performance.			Grammer’s	sincere	turn	puts	some	nuance	into	the	somewhat	pat
portrayal	of	Chuck’s	evolution	from	hippie-allergic	to	hippie	advocate,	while	Courtney	and	the	other	younger	players	do	well,	even	if	they	seem	a	mite	mature	for	high	schoolers.	(For	that	matter,	Roumie	looks	about	twice	the	age	Frisbee	was	at	the	time.)	And	the	film	does	clamber	back	onto	higher	ground	after	a	turgid	20	minutes	or	so	by	ending	with	a	montage	of	footage	from	the	era,	showing	the	extent	to	which	so-called	“Jesus	People”	fueled	a	global	phenomenon.	That	considerably	helps	close	“Jesus	Revolution”	on	the	buoyantly	proselytizing	note	Erwin
and	McCorkle	intended.		Their	Kingdom	Story	Co.	production	is	pleasingly	assembled	in	all	departments	without	seeming	over-slick,	its	throwback	vibe	nicely	conveyed	by	production	designer	Aimee	Holmberg	and	Anna	Redmon’s	costumes	—	even	if	Alabama	locations	must	pass	for	So.	Cal.	ones.	There’s	a	sufficient	soundtrack	sprinkling	of	more-or-less	timely	archival	tracks	by	Rare	Earth,	Edwin	Star,	America,	the	Doobie	Brothers	and	others	amid	contributions	from	latter-day	Christian	pop	artists.		The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with
Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.	It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and	1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to	blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This
blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an	alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some	controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life	counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these	controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot	and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate
portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real	Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in	California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the	world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s
counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding	of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,	where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be	combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement	managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious	youth	without	fundamentally
compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed	lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion	more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too	old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one	of	the	primary	characters	in
Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United	States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of	Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to	disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were	desperately	in	need	of	some
sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He	preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he	regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On	the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used	illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers	would	peter
out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the	church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership	numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of	"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same	time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the	younger	folks.	In	real	life,
some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus	Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized	some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately	portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard	Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked	Laurie’s	conversion	to
Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an	inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to	avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,	these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard	to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without	knowing	the	extent	of
their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith	also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s	punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also	faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups	called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of	Prayer	events	at	the
Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is	the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between	two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding	the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of	Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak	hippies,	most	stayed	and
formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal	believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by	their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus	Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on	Netflix	Warning:	Spoilers	for	Jesus	Revolution!Jesus	Revolution	centers	around	Greg	Laurie,	the
Evangelical	author	and	pastor	whose	eventful	life	was	as	colorful	as	the	2023	Christian	drama.	Set	in	the	politically	turbulent	decade	of	the	1960s,	the	unconventional	biopic	movie	follows	the	journey	of	Greg,	the	easygoing	Christian	hippie	Lonnie	Frisbee	and	the	stern	but	good-natured	pastor	Chuck	Smith	as	they	immerse	themselves	in	the	Jesus	Movement	in	California.	Spanning	across	the	late	1960s	and	early	1970s,	this	evangelical	movement	was	revolutionary	at	its	time	for	opening	the	church	doors	to	even	hippies	willing	to	become	people	of	faith	(or
"Jesus	freaks,"	as	some	of	them	called	themselves).	Frasier	star	Kelsey	Grammer	portrays	Smith	while	Jonathan	Roumie	plays	Frisbee	as	they	discuss	and	debate	how	to	make	the	average	60s-era	Church	more	open	to	people	across	all	age	groups.	Jesus	Revolution	ultimately	spreads	a	message	of	universal	love	but	with	none	of	the	formulaic	preachiness	that	other	faith-based	films	usually	subscribe	to.	The	movie	garnered	mixed	reviews	from	critics,	but	its	inspiring	themes	resonated	with	audiences,	and	Jesus	Revolution	managed	to	be	a	box	office	hit,	earning
more	than	three	times	its	production	budget.	As	for	the	real-life	Greg	Laurie,	the	pastor	went	on	to	lead	quite	an	amusing	life	even	after	the	movie's	events.	Jesus	Revolution	Is	Based	On	Greg	Laurie's	Life	From	racism	to	the	Vietnam	War,	civil	unrest	was	evident	in	the	1960s,	as	evident	from	the	rise	of	the	hippie	movement	and	the	iconic	counter-culture	movies	that	followed	in	the	1970s.	Amidst	this	social	and	cultural	change,	Jesus	Revolution's	protagonist	Greg	Laurie	struggled	to	find	his	identity.	The	movie	covers	this	coming-of-age	arc	in	his	life	as	he
finally	found	his	purpose	with	the	then-emerging	Jesus	Movement.	After	the	events	of	Jesus	Revolution,	Laurie	established	his	own	LA-based	Evangelical	organization	Harvest	Crusaders,	which	continues	to	function	to	this	day.	Its	widely-televised	sermons	and	conferences	(led	by	Laurie	himself)	have	witnessed	thousands	of	attendees	over	the	years.	Greg	Laurie	was	never	raised	in	a	Christian	environment.	A	2016	profile	by	Los	Angeles	Times	describes	him	having	a	troubled	childhood	with	an	alcoholic	mother.	In	his	teenage	years,	Laurie	ran	away	from	school
and	found	his	calling	in	the	hippie	movement.	But	even	within	the	hippies,	he	was	concerned	about	uncontrolled	substance	abuse.	Ultimately,	he	found	solace	and	a	sense	of	purpose	in	Chuck	Smith	and	Lonnie	Frisbee's	ministry.	As	the	leading	faces	of	the	Jesus	Movement,	the	unlikely	duo	of	Smith	and	Frisbee	appealed	to	the	youth	through	feel-good	Christian	music—this	impressed	Laurie,	who	decided	to	forward	their	work	of	spreading	Christianity	among	the	youth.	As	Smith	and	Frisbee	succeeded	in	making	Jesus	Christ	a	more	approachable	figure	for	a
young	crowd,	a	newly-converted	youngster	like	Greg	Laurie	served	as	the	perfect	face	of	their	so-called	"Jesus	Revolution."	Even	though	he	carved	his	own	legacy	later,	Laurie	still	came	across	as	a	soft-spoken	person	in	his	congregations	and	events.	This	humility	made	him	an	instantly	likable	figure	in	the	revisionist	religious	movement.	Despite	his	former	disillusionment	with	the	hippie	movement,	Laurie	wasn't	involved	in	any	hate-mongering	against	the	hippies	or	any	other	social	demographic.	Balancing	his	new-age	outlook	on	religion,	Laurie	still	faithfully
preached	about	the	Bible	at	the	end	of	the	day.	Turning	into	a	devout	Christian	at	the	age	of	17,	Laurie	was	determined	to	spend	the	rest	of	his	life	toward	faith.	When	he	turned	19	in	1973,	Smith	handed	him	the	responsibility	of	supervising	a	small	Bible	study	in	Riverside	(as	per	Los	Angeles	Times).	While	the	study	initially	involved	only	thirty	participants,	this	was	only	the	beginning	for	young	Laurie.	This	experience	led	him	to	establish	Riverside's	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship.	Still	serving	as	a	senior	pastor	within	the	organization,	Laurie	succeeded	in
turning	it	into	one	of	America's	largest	churches	(attracting	over	15,000	people	in	its	congregations).	While	Laurie's	intentions	have	always	been	to	deliver	the	Gospel	to	the	masses,	his	presentation	differed	from	the	ambitious	outlook	of	Biblical	epics.	Instead,	his	approach	was	more	grounded,	and	he	invited	atheists	and	people	from	other	faiths	to	give	Christianity	a	chance.	And	then,	in	1990,	Laurie	and	Chuck	Smith	joined	forces	yet	again	to	organize	the	Harvest	Crusade	in	Orange	County.	This	free-for-all	event,	intended	as	a	celebration	of	Christ,	was	a
game-changer	in	modern	evangelism	as	it	featured	sermons	without	any	theological	jargon	and	performances	by	live	bands	instead	of	a	typical	church	choir.	The	event	was	a	hit	and	filled	its	stadium	venue	for	five	nights.	After	the	success	of	this	event,	Laurie	went	on	to	organize	many	more	Harvest	Crusades	at	even	bigger	stadiums.	The	events	in	Jesus	Revolution	were	just	the	start	for	him	as	he	garnered	much	more	positive	feedback	with	his	involvement	in	the	Harvest	Crusades.	He	also	resorted	to	literature	to	spread	his	teachings.	Apart	from	penning	70
books,	he	also	authored	Jesus	Revolution,	his	2018	autobiography	that	later	obviously	served	as	the	basis	of	the	biopic	of	the	same	name.	His	sermons	also	found	traction	in	the	half-hour	daily	program	A	New	Beginning,	which	was	played	on	over	1,100	radio	stations	worldwide	(according	to	the	official	Harvest	website).	After	Jesus	Revolution	brought	Greg	Laurie's	inspiring	journey	into	the	cinematic	mainstream,	he	continued	living	in	Riverside	with	his	wife,	Cathe.	When	he's	not	busy	delivering	sermons	or	writing	books	as	the	senior	pastor	of	Harvest
Christian	Fellowship,	he	also	occasionally	serves	as	a	guest	commentator	on	WorldNetDaily.	It	must	be	noted	that	WorldNetDaily	is	a	far-right	news	website	that	has	been	alleged	to	spread	conspiracy	theories.	But	apart	from	this,	Laurie's	present-day	activities	court	no	controversy,	and	he	continues	to	be	revered	for	his	modern	outlook	on	spreading	Christianity.	His	simple	preaching	style	continues	to	be	filled	with	pop	culture	examples	and	universal	philosophical	concepts.	The	COVID-19	pandemic	bears	testimony	to	Laurie's	present-day	relevance.	With	all
California	churches	shutting	down	in	the	pandemic's	first	wave,	the	pastor	and	his	Fellowship	resorted	to	online	programs.	The	online	church	program	"Harvest	At	Home"	was	such	a	viral	success	that	its	Palm	Sunday	webcast	drew	1.3	million	viewers	(as	reported	by	The	Christian	Post).	The	online	event's	success	has	allowed	Laurie	to	embrace	new-age	technology.	As	he	told	The	Christian	Post,	"I	have	been	preaching	the	Gospel	for	45	years.	I	have	never	seen	an	opportunity	like	this,	where	people	are	open.	We	have	the	technology	to	reach	them	now."
Sources:	Los	Angeles	Times,	Harvest,	The	Christian	Post	Real	Stories	is	an	ongoing	column	about	the	true	stories	behind	movies	and	TV	shows.	It’s	that	simple.	This	installment	focuses	on	the	stories	and	influences	behind	the	2023	film	Jesus	Revolution.	Many	readers	will	be	familiar	with	the	Summer	of	Love	and	the	hippies	of	the	1960s	and	70s.	But	that	period	also	saw	the	rise	of	the	so-called	Jesus	Movement.	Participants	in	the	movement	were	called	“Jesus	people,”	or	“Jesus	freaks.”	The	movement	serves	as	the	inspiration	for	Jesus	Revolution,	a	film	by
directors	Jon	Erwin	and	Brent	McCorkle.	The	film	stars	Joel	Courtney,	Anna	Grace	Barlow,	Jonathan	Roumie,	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley,	and	Kelsey	Grammer.	Below	is	a	look	at	the	true	story	behind	the	film.	Birth	of	the	Movement	As	historian	Larry	Eskridge	writes,	the	counterculture	of	the	1960s	had	a	“decidedly	spiritual	dimension	that	attracted	a	great	deal	of	hippie	interest.”	But	some	eventually	found	that	the	activities	of	the	counterculture,	including	drugs	and	sex,	had	gotten	out	of	hand.	In	the	Bay	Area,	so-called	“Jesus	freaks”	appeared	on	the	scene,
“urging	people	to	follow	Jesus	Christ	and	forsake	drugs	and	promiscuous	sex.”	Their	message	became	clear:	“Get	ready!	Repent	because	Jesus	is	coming	back	soon!”	The	national	press	soon	began	to	take	notice,	and	tens	of	thousands	of	people	began	to	join.	Some	estimates	place	membership	numbers	at	as	high	as	3	million	people.	Founding	Figures	The	man	often	credited	as	one	of	the	founders	of	the	movement,	Ted	Wise,	partnered	with	a	pastor	named	John	MacDonald	to	form	a	coffee	house	and	mission	called	“The	Living	Room.”	According	to	Eskridge:
Over	the	next	year	and	a	half,	thousands	of	runaway	youth	and	hippie	characters	(including	a	man	named	Charles	Manson	later	convicted	for	mass	murders)	came	into	the	mission	to	talk	with	what	MacDonald	referred	to	as	the	“Street	Christians.”	Similar	venues	began	to	pop	up	along	the	area.	Pastors,	sensing	the	burgeoning	movement,	gave	sermons	and	began	to	usher	in	new	relations	between	hippie	sects	of	Christians	and	evangelical	Christians.	Southern	California,	and	in	particular	the	southern	Los	Angeles	area,	became	the	epicenter	of	the	movement.
But	similar	so-called	“coffeehouses”	began	to	spread	across	the	country.	As	Neil	J.	Young	writes	for	Vox,	“Christian	coffeehouses	presented	themselves	as	an	alternative	to	hedonism.”	Birth	of	the	Religious	Right	Many	scholars,	including	Eskridge,	have	noted	that	the	Jesus	movement	helped	give	birth	to	the	modern	religious	right.	There	is	a	certain,	obvious	irony	there.	After	all,	when	we	think	of	the	1960s	counterculture,	we	probably	first	conjure	images	of	Kent	State,	or	protests	against	the	Vietnam	War,	racism,	and	misogyny	in	American	life.	But	look	at	the
mega-churches	today	on	TV,	and	you	will	see	traces	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Like	the	counterculture	movement,	they	relied	on	music,	a	laid-back	style,	and,	of	course,	long	hair	to	help	appeal	to	new	followers.	They	were	selling	a	lifestyle	and	community.	And	as	their	numbers	grew,	so	too	did	their	influence.	Young	writes:	…	the	Jesus	People	also	reshaped	American	politics.	They	helped	to	inspire	the	birth	of	the	religious	right.	Many	conservative	evangelicals	had	long	avoided	politics,	believing	it	would	corrupt	their	spiritual	lives,	but	the	Jesus	People
contended	that	Christians	couldn’t	keep	their	spiritual	and	political	lives	separate.	The	controversial	and	powerful	pastor	Billy	Graham	quickly	embraced	the	movement,	writing	a	best-selling	book	on	the	subject	and	using	it	as	a	vehicle	for	recruitment.	Similarly,	Jerry	Falwell,	another	pastor	with	a	history	of	bigoted	statements,	also	saw	an	opportunity.	Young	writes:	When	Jerry	Falwell	implored	conservative	Christians	in	the	1980s	to	become	“revolutionaries”	for	Jesus,	he	was	tapping	directly	into	that	legacy.	Co-opting	the	Jesus	People’s	outsider	stance	to
justify	their	own	entry	into	politics,	white	evangelicals	took	control	of	the	Republican	Party	and	set	their	sights	on	winning	the	nation.	Today,	the	religious	right	remains	a	powerful	force	in	American	politics.	Looking	back	on	the	movement	today,	it	is	obvious	why	they	would	see	partnering	up	with	the	so-called	“Jesus	freaks”	as	beneficial	to	their	cause.	Characters	Depicted	in	the	Film	It	is	clear	from	the	film’s	trailer	and	the	backgrounds	of	its	creators	that	it	presents	a	positive	outlook	on	the	so-called	Jesus	Movement.	Courtney	plays	Greg	Laurie,	who	is	in
real	life	a	preacher	based	in	Riverside,	California.	He	got	caught	up	in	the	Jesus	Movement	of	the	period,	where	he	joined	the	ministry	of	Chuck	Smith.	Laurie	has	made	headlines	recently	for	predicting	that	the	war	in	Ukraine	is	the	beginning	of	Christ’s	second	coming.	Grammar	plays	Smith	and	Roumie	plays	Lonnie	Frisbee,	two	influential	leaders	in	the	Jesus	Movement.	Frisbee	and	Smith	founded	the	Calvary	Chapel	movement,	which	at	one	time	boasted	upwards	of	25,000	members,	according	to	Young.	Smith	became	famous	during	the	period	for
conducting	mass	baptisms	on	the	beach.		The	trailer	for	the	film	shows	Smith	confused	by	the	Jesus	Movement,	but	then	seeing	it	as	an	opportunity	to	grow	his	small	parish.	Before	his	death	in	2013,	Smith	often	made	headlines	for	bigoted	statements,	including	tying	the	9/11	attacks	to	homosexuality	and	abortion.	By	the	mid-1970s,	the	Jesus	Movement	began	to	decline.	But	its	influence	lasted	forever.	Mega	churches?	Look	to	the	movement.	Christian	rock	music?	Look	to	the	Jesus	freaks.	Young	writes:	As	Berkeley’s	Christian	World	Liberation	Front	had
argued	that	Jesus	People	were	to	“join	others	of	his	[God’s]	forever	Family	here	to	change	this	world.”	Jesus	Revolution	debuts	in	theaters	on	February	24,	2023	The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.	It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel
Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and	1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to	blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This	blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an	alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some
controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life	counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these	controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot	and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate	portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern
California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real	Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in	California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the	world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s	counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding	of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,
where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be	combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement	managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious	youth	without	fundamentally	compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed
lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion	more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too	old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one	of	the	primary	characters	in	Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United	States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of
Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to	disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were	desperately	in	need	of	some	sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He	preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he
regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On	the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used	illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers	would	peter	out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the	church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership
numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of	"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same	time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the	younger	folks.	In	real	life,	some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus	Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized
some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately	portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard	Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked	Laurie’s	conversion	to	Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an	inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to
avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,	these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard	to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without	knowing	the	extent	of	their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith	also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s
punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also	faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups	called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of	Prayer	events	at	the	Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is	the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between
two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding	the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of	Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak	hippies,	most	stayed	and	formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal	believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by
their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus	Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on	Netflix	Jesus	Revolution	is	a	Christian	drama	film	based	on	Greg	Laurie's	involvement	in	the	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	in	California.	The	movie	features	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa,	a	real-life	church	founded	by	Chuck	Smith	in	1965,	and	depicts	how	Smith	invited	hippies	to	join	the	congregation	to	boost	membership	numbers.	Greg	Laurie,	portrayed	by	Joel	Courtney	in	the	film,	eventually	takes	over	one	of	Calvary	Chapel's	branches	in
Riverside	and	establishes	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	which	still	exists	today	as	a	multi-site	church	with	Laurie	as	the	senior	pastor.	Jesus	Revolution	tells	the	story	of	Greg	Laurie	and	how	he	was	involved	in	the	Jesus	movement	in	California	during	the	late	1960s	and	early	1970s.	The	movement	was	an	evangelical	Christian	movement	characterized	by	the	increase	of	religion	in	the	state,	thanks	to	the	blend	of	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	The	2023	Christian	drama	film	pulls	inspiration	from	the	autobiographical	book	of	the	same	name	that	the	real
Greg	Laurie	co-wrote	in	2018.	Plus,	the	church	depicted	in	the	movie	is	based	on	a	place	of	worship	that	exists	in	real	life.	Joel	Courtney	stars	as	Laurie	in	the	film,	and	the	rest	of	the	cast	includes	Kelsey	Grammer	as	Chuck	Smith,	Jonathan	Roumie	as	Lonnie	Frisbee,	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley	as	Charlene	McDaniel,	Anna	Grace	Barlow	as	Cathe	Martin,	and	Nic	Bishop	as	Dick.	Along	with	Courtney's	Laurie,	Grammer's	character	Chuck	Smith	is	an	instrumental	figure	in	the	movie	and	is	based	on	a	real	pastor.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	the	church	that	Greg	and	Cathe
stumble	upon	in	Jesus	Revolution	is	inspired	by	Smith's	chapel.	Jesus	Revolution	Is	Based	On	Chuck	Smith's	Church,	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa	According	to	Collider,	Chuck	Smith's	church	in	Jesus	Revolution	is	based	on	the	pastor's	chapel	in	real	life.	It	is	called	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa	and	was	founded	in	1965	by	Smith.	The	movie	depicts	the	church's	beginnings	and	how	Smith	invited	hippies	to	join	the	congregation	to	raise	membership	numbers.	When	Smith	first	founded	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa,	the	pastor	struggled	to	get	new	people	on	board
with	the	church.	He	didn't	know	how	to	appeal	to	the	younger	generation.	A	few	years	later,	as	the	chapel	was	on	the	verge	of	death,	Smith's	idea	to	bring	on	Lonnie	Frisbee	and	welcome	hippies	to	the	church	aided	the	Jesus	movement	in	southern	California,	as	seen	in	Jesus	Revolution.	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa	was	only	the	beginning,	and	in	the	present	day,	there	are	more	than	1,000	Calvary	Chapel	institutions	in	the	United	States	and	many	more	overseas.	Jesus	Revolution's	central	character	Greg	Laurie	is	a	lost	soul	who	finds	himself	at	Chuck	Smith's
Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa	in	the	'60s.	At	the	end	of	the	film,	Laurie	took	over	a	bible	study	in	Riverside,	California,	that	rapidly	grew	in	size	before	he	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	real	place	of	worship	in	Riverside.	Laurie	became	a	pastor	and	opened	the	new	multi-site	church	in	1973,	where	he	still	serves	as	the	senior	pastor	as	of	2023.	Source:	Collider	Movies'Jesus	Revolution'	is	based	on	the	true	story	of	a	religious	movement	popular	in	the	'60s	and	'70s.	A	new	Christian	movie	called	Jesus	Revolution	is	about	to	hit	theaters.	The	film	tells
the	true	story	of	the	Jesus	Revolution,	a	movement	that	took	place	in	the	’60s	and	’70s	across	the	world.		‘Jesus	Revolution’	star	Kelsey	Grammer	|	Monica	Schipper/Getty	Images	for	Christopher	&	Dana	Reeve	Foundation	‘Jesus	Revolution’	tells	the	true	story	of	one	man’s	conversion	to	Christianity	Jesus	Revolution	tells	the	story	of	Greg	Laurie,	who	was	one	of	the	real-life	people	involved	in	the	movement.	He	converted	to	Christianity	in	the	’60s	after	crossing	paths	with	pastor	Chuck	Smith,	one	of	the	leaders	of	the	Jesus	Revolution.		The	movie	also	deals	with
the	cultural	clash	that	happened	during	the	Jesus	Revolution	movement.	Hippies	and	young	people	began	attending	church	alongside	more	conservative	older	people,	and	both	parties	disagreed	with	the	other’s	views	on	life	and	religion.		The	cast	includes	Frasier	star	Kelsey	Grammer	as	Chuck	Smith	and	The	Kissing	Booth’s	Joel	Courtney	as	Greg	Laurie.	Other	actors	involved	in	the	project	include	Jonathan	Roumie,	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley,	Julia	Campbell,	and	DeVon	Franklin.		Jesus	Revolution	has	been	in	development	for	almost	seven	years.	According	to
Liberty	University,	producer	Jon	Erwin	shared	that	he	got	the	idea	for	the	film	after	picking	up	a	1970s	copy	of	TIME	magazine	that	featured	a	cover	story	about	the	movement.		“I	studied	it	for	years,”	Erwin	said	of	the	magazine	cover.	“We	were	just	dreaming	of	being	able	to	make	this	movie.	It’s	a	miracle	that	Lionsgate	let	us	make	it.”	Part	of	the	development	process	meant	casting	changes.	For	example,	stand-up	comedian	Jim	Gaffigan	was	originally	set	to	play	Chuck	Smith,	but	was	replaced	by	Grammer.		“The	Jesus	Revolution”	began	in	the	late	1960s	on
the	West	Coast	and	eventually	spread	across	the	globe,	according	to	Encyclopedia.	Some	major	themes	of	the	movement	included	a	return	to	simple	and	communal	living	and	rejecting	drugs	and	alcohol	in	favor	of	religion.		Members	of	the	movement	made	music	a	central	part	of	their	faith,	incorporating	the	rock	and	country	sounds	from	popular	songs	of	the	day	into	their	services.	They	also	expressed	their	dissatisfaction	with	typical	middle-class	Christianity,	preferring	to	blend	it	with	their	hippie	sensibilities,	according	to	The	Conversation.	Some	of	the	big
names	in	the	Jesus	Revolution	include	Smith,	who	was	the	founder	and	pastor	at	Calvary	Chapel	Costa	Mesa,	Nashville	pastor	Don	Finto,	and	Steve	Freeman,	who	opened	the	Kingdom	Come	Christian	Coffee	House	in	South	Carolina.		The	movement	came	to	an	end	by	the	late	’80s,	but	its	influences	on	Christianity	can	still	be	felt	today.	The	Jesus	Revolution	brought	more	young	people	to	churches,	created	youth	groups	for	young	Christians,	and	started	the	trend	of	modern	worship	songs	being	used	during	services.		You’re	invited	to	the	JESUS	REVOLUTION
Prayer	Team!Revival	cannot	be	manufactured—and	we	believe	we	need	another	awakening,	another	Jesus	Revolution.Will	you	join	our	film’s	official	prayer	team	and	pray	for	revival	with	us	TODAY	at	12pm	CST?	pic.twitter.com/b2vAF8mkZA—	Jesus	Revolution	(@JesusRevMovie)	January	27,	2023	It’s	not	surprising	that	Grammer	would	want	to	be	part	of	Jesus	Revolution.	The	actor	has	publicly	spoken	about	his	Christian	faith,	as	well	as	how	it	helped	him	through	personal	tragedies,	including	substance	abuse	issues	and	the	tragic	murders	of	his	father	and
sister	in	separate	incidents.		“My	faith	is	a	constant,”	Grammer	told	The	Sydney	Morning	Herald.	“I	was	raised	a	Christian	Scientist,	which	was	fantastic	because	it’s	so	metaphysical	in	its	approach	to	things.”	2023	film	directed	by	Jon	Erwin	and	Brent	McCorkle	Jesus	RevolutionTheatrical	release	posterDirected	by	Jon	Erwin	Brent	McCorkle	Screenplay	by	Jon	Gunn	Jon	Erwin	Based	onJesus	Revolutionby	Greg	LaurieEllen	Santilli	VaughnProduced	by	Kevin	Downes	Jon	Erwin	Andrew	Erwin	Daryl	Lefever	Josh	Walsh	Jerilyn	Esquibel	Katelyn	Botsch	Bekah
Hubbell	Starring	Joel	Courtney	Jonathan	Roumie	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley	Anna	Grace	Barlow	Kelsey	Grammer	CinematographyAkis	KonstantakopoulosEdited	byJohn	PucketMusic	byBrent	McCorkleProductioncompanyKingdom	Story	CompanyDistributed	byLionsgateRelease	dates	February	15,	2023	(2023-02-15)	(TCL	Chinese	Theatre)	February	24,	2023	(2023-02-24)	(United	States)	Running	time120	minutes[1]CountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglishBudget$15	million[2]Box	office$54.3	million[3][4]	Jesus	Revolution	is	a	2023	American	Christian	drama	film
directed	by	Jon	Erwin	and	Brent	McCorkle.	Based	on	the	autobiographical	book	of	the	same	name	co-written	by	Greg	Laurie,	the	film	follows	the	teenage	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney),	Christian	hippie	Lonnie	Frisbee	(Jonathan	Roumie),	and	pastor	Chuck	Smith	(Kelsey	Grammer)	as	they	take	part	in	the	Jesus	movement	in	California	during	the	late	1960s.	Anna	Grace	Barlow	and	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley	also	star.	The	film	was	theatrically	released	in	the	United	States	by	Lionsgate	on	February	24,	2023.	Although	it	received	mixed	reviews	from	critics,	the	film
grossed	$54	million	worldwide	against	a	production	budget	of	$15	million.	In	1968,	the	stern	yet	respected	Southern	California	pastor	Chuck	Smith	realizes	his	church,	Calvary	Chapel,	is	slowly	dying	and	he	is	unable	to	connect	with	the	younger,	live-free	hippie	generation	of	teens	and	young	adults.	His	daughter,	Janette,	gives	a	ride	to	a	colorful	hippie	hitchhiker	named	Lonnie	Frisbee,	who	says	he	is	traveling	around	and	telling	people	about	the	ministry	of	Jesus.	Smith,	at	first	suspicious	of	Frisbee,	eventually	warms	up	to	him	and	welcomes	him	to	his	church
and	his	home.	To	the	dismay	of	Chuck	and	his	wife,	more	hippies	soon	arrive	at	the	Smith	house.	After	Lonnie	introduces	Chuck	to	a	newly-formed	band	called	Love	Song,	and	the	group	performs	a	song	in	his	living	room,	Chuck	develops	a	new	attitude	toward	the	young	people.	He	and	Lonnie	end	up	joining	forces	and	start	a	successful	movement	to	evangelize	hippies	and	other	youth.	Meanwhile,	high-school	student	Greg	Laurie	runs	away	from	his	Junior	Reserve	Officers'	Training	Corps	class	and	joins	a	girl	named	Cathe	and	her	friends,	who	"turn	him	on"	to
drugs	at	a	Janis	Joplin	concert.	At	the	concert,	Timothy	Leary	is	seen	preaching	the	value	of	LSD	for	self-discovery.	However,	Greg	sees	that	various	hippies	are	dangerously	irresponsible;	at	one	point,	Cathe's	sister	gets	sick	from	a	drug	overdose.	When	watching	a	movie,	Cathe	gets	angry	at	Greg	for	not	caring	about	the	dangers	of	drugs	and	ends	their	friendship.	They	reconcile	the	next	day,	with	Cathe	telling	Greg	she	found	Lonnie's	church	and	he	should	attend	with	her.	After	getting	baptized	at	Pirates	Cove,	Greg	and	Cathe	find	solace	at	Smith's	and
Frisbee's	church,	though	Cathe's	establishment	and	conservative	parents	are	not	enthusiastic	about	Greg.	The	ministry	explodes	in	popularity,	being	seen	as	a	"Jesus	Revolution"	and	the	young	attendees	as	"Jesus	freaks".	Christian	conversions	and	group	baptisms	in	the	Pacific	Ocean	follow	as	membership	at	Calvary	Chapel	grows	to	such	proportions	that	services	have	to	be	held	outside	under	a	large	tent.	Time	magazine	does	a	cover	story	on	the	movement	in	1971,	and	both	Lonnie	and	Chuck	are	featured	on	Kathryn	Kuhlman's	weekly	television	show.[5]
Lonnie	and	his	wife,	Connie,	start	having	difficulties	in	their	marriage,	and	Lonnie	believes	Chuck	is	trying	to	diminish	his	contribution	to	their	joint	ministry.	Lonnie	eventually	leaves	for	Florida	with	Connie	after	increasing	disagreement	with	Chuck.	Before	Lonnie's	departure,	Greg	offers	to	take	over	a	ministry	branch	of	Calvary	chapel	in	Riverside.	He	eventually	marries	Cathe	and	becomes	a	pastor	of	his	own	church,	which	becomes	Harvest	Fellowship.	At	the	end	of	the	film,	the	credits	reveal	that	Smith	and	Frisbee	reconciled	and	both	are	remembered	as
founders	of	and	leaders	in	the	widespread	Jesus	movement	that	started	at	Calvary	Chapel.[6]	Joel	Courtney	as	Greg	Laurie[7]	Jackson	Robert	Scott	as	young	Greg	Laurie[8]	Jonathan	Roumie	as	Lonnie	Frisbee[9]	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley	as	Charlene,	Greg's	mother[10]	Anna	Grace	Barlow	as	Cathe,	Greg's	love	interest[10]	Kelsey	Grammer	as	Chuck	Smith[10]	Nic	Bishop	as	Dick[10]	Nicholas	Cirillo	as	Charlie[10]	Ally	Ioannides	as	Janette	Smith,	Chuck	&	Kay's	daughter[10]	Julia	Campbell	as	Kay,	Chuck's	wife[10]	Mina	Sundwall	as	Dodie	DeVon	Franklin	as
Josiah[11][12]	Charlie	Morgan	Patton	as	Connie,	Lonnie's	wife	Jolie	Jenkins	as	Pilar[10]	Shaun	Weiss	as	Vietnam	Vet	The	film	was	announced	in	June	2018,	with	Jon	Erwin	and	Jon	Gunn	writing	the	screenplay,	Gunn	directing,	and	Greg	Laurie,	Kevin	Downes,	and	the	Erwin	Brothers	producing.	Jim	Gaffigan	and	Joel	Courtney	signed	on	in	the	lead	roles	in	June	2020,	although	Kelsey	Grammer	eventually	replaced	Gaffigan.[13]	Filming	occurred	in	Mobile,	Alabama	in	March	2022,	with	several	other	scenes	being	shot	on-location	in	California.[14][15]	The	film	had
its	premiere	at	the	TCL	Chinese	Theatre	in	Los	Angeles	on	February	15,	2023,[16]	and	was	theatrically	released	in	the	United	States	on	February	24,	2023	by	Lionsgate.[17]	The	film	was	released	internationally,	starting	in	Singapore	on	March	23,	2023,	with	Indonesia,	Australia,	New	Zealand,	and	other	countries	set	for	release	in	the	subsequent	months.[18]	Jesus	Revolution	was	released	for	VOD	on	April	11,	2023,	followed	by	a	Blu-ray	and	DVD	release	on	April	25,	2023.[19]	In	the	United	States	and	Canada,	Jesus	Revolution	was	released	alongside	Cocaine
Bear,	and	was	initially	projected	to	gross	$6–7	million	from	2,475	theaters	in	its	opening	weekend.[20]	The	film	made	$7	million	on	its	first	day	(including	$3.3	million	from	previews	from	the	days	leading	up	to	its	release),	raising	weekend	estimates	to	$14	million.	It	went	on	to	debut	with	$15.8	million,	finishing	in	third	place.[2]	In	its	second	weekend	it	made	$8.7	million,	continuing	to	outperform	expectations,[21]	finishing	in	fifth	place.[22]	In	its	third	and	fourth	weekends	the	film	made	$5.1	million	and	$3.5	million,	respectively,[23][24]	to	pass	$40	million
and	briefly	become	the	highest-grossing	Lionsgate	movie	since	2019.[25]	The	film	eventually	passed	$50	million.[26]	The	film	received	mixed	reviews	from	critics.[27][28]	On	the	review	aggregator	website	Rotten	Tomatoes,	54%	of	58	critics'	reviews	are	positive,	with	an	average	rating	of	5.8/10.	The	website's	consensus	reads:	"Jesus	Revolution	fumbles	an	opportunity	to	bring	fascinating	real-life	history	vibrantly	to	life,	but	deserves	credit	for	avoiding	the	preachiness	common	to	faith-based	films."[29]	Metacritic,	which	uses	a	weighted	average,	assigned	the
film	a	score	of	46	out	of	100,	based	on	7	critics,	indicating	"mixed	or	average"	reviews.[30]	Audiences	surveyed	by	CinemaScore	gave	the	film	an	average	grade	of	"A+",	giving	director	Jon	Erwin	the	most	films	to	earn	the	grade	(following	2015's	Woodlawn,	2018's	I	Can	Only	Imagine	and	2021's	American	Underdog).[31]	Those	polled	by	PostTrak	gave	it	a	97%	positive	score,	with	89%	saying	they	would	definitely	recommend	the	film.[2]	Joshua	Encinias	of	MovieMaker	attributed	its	positive	reception	among	audiences	to	"high	production	values	and	a	storyline
that	works	even	if	you	don't	care	about	Christianity."[32]	Rahul	Malhotra	and	Simbiat	Ayoola	of	Collider	noted	that	Christian	media	is	an	"underserved	audience",	that	"the	production	company	did	its	due	diligence	to	create	buzz",	and	"despite	mixed	critical	reviews,	Jesus	Revolution	has	proven	to	be	rather	popular	with	its	target	demographic."[33][21]	Michael	Foust	of	Crosswalk	gave	it	5	out	of	5	stars,	writing	that	"although	the	script	carries	the	film,	the	cast	makes	it	believable."	Noting	that	Jonathan	Roumie	is	best	known	for	his	portrayal	of	Jesus	in	The
Chosen,	Foust	added,	"it	doesn't	take	long	to	put	that	in	the	back	of	your	mind	and	imagine	him	as	Frisbee."[34]	Dennis	Harvey	of	Variety	gave	the	film	a	positive	review,	saying	the	film	is	"polished	and	persuasive	without	getting	too	preachy."[35]	In	another	review,	James	Berardinelli	said	that	"Jesus	Revolution	takes	a	fascinating	period	of	American	history	–	the	hippie	movement	and	its	associated	fallout	within	the	Christian	community	–	and	transforms	it	into	a	bland,	TV	movie-of-the-week	experience."[36]	Film	Threat	writer	Alan	Ng	gave	the	film	an	8/10,
saying,	"I	associate	three	things	with	faith-based	films:	bad	acting,	an	outrageous,	overly	positive	message,	and	a	shoe-horned	sermon.	Thankfully,	this	film	avoids	all	three	elements."[37]	Nell	Minow	of	RogerEbert.com	gave	the	film	2	stars,	pointing	out	that	the	film	skips	details	like	one	of	its	real-life	characters'	substance	abuse	and	homosexuality,	and	quoted	Jack	Kornfield	saying	"after	the	ecstasy	comes	the	laundry."[38]	Kathy	Schiffer	of	the	National	Catholic	Register	noted,	"If	you're	old	enough	to	remember	the	1960s	and	'70s,	you'll	find	Lionsgate's
upbeat	new	film	Jesus	Revolution	to	be	a	walk	down	memory	lane...	As	a	mainstream	Christian	film,	it	focuses	on	a	feel-good	faith	message,	which	is	more	than	welcome	amid	today's	culture."[39]	Award	Date	of	ceremony	Category	Recipients	Result	Dove	Awards	October	17,	2023	Inspirational	Film	of	the	Year	Jesus	Revolution	Won[40]	Movieguide	Awards	March	7,	2024	Best	Movie	for	Mature	Audiences	Jesus	Revolution	Won	[41]	^	"Jesus	Revolution".	Irish	Film	Classification	Office.	April	26,	2023.	Archived	from	the	original	on	April	30,	2023.	Retrieved	April
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Apple	Podcasts	Listen	on	Spotify	Show	notes:	Acclaimed	director	Jon	Erwin	shares	his	heart	behind	moviemaking,	how	he	got	started	with	humble	beginnings	in	Alabama,	and	why	he	loves	to	tell	true	dramas	(3:41).	He	shares	the	reason	for	making	Jesus	Revolution	in	particular	and	how	Time	magazine’s	1971	cover	story	inspired	his	interest	in	the	shocking	true	story	(11:52).	Erwin	talks	about	how	they	were	connected	to	Lionsgate	and	Kelsey	Grammer	and	the	resurgence	in	Christian	media	in	Hollywood	(18:31).	He	discusses	the	striking	similarities	between
Gen	Z	and	the	generation	that	took	part	in	the	counterculture	movement	in	the	60s	and	70s	portrayed	in	Jesus	Revolution.	He	expands	on	this	theme	by	encouraging	Christians	to	go	on	the	spiritual	offense	by	living	on	mission	with	optimism.	(28:57)	Erwin	shares	his	favorite	theme	and	scene	in	the	movie,	why	“Pirate’s	Cove”	in	California	is	so	important	to	Jesus	Revolution,	and	the	way	the	Holy	Spirit	moved	in	miraculous	ways	while	they	filmed	(40:53)	He	closes	by	challenging	the	audience	to	trust	Jesus,	get	out	of	their	seats	to	reach	Gen	Z,	and	watch	for
God	to	work	in	this	generation.	(49:53)	Resources	and	further	reading:	About	the	hosts	Mark	Turman,	DMin,	is	the	executive	director	of	Denison	Forum.	He	received	his	DMin	from	Truett	at	Baylor	and	previously	served	as	lead	pastor	of	Crosspoint	Church.	Mark	Legg	is	an	Associate	Editor	for	Denison	Forum.	He	graduated	from	Dallas	Baptist	University	in	2021	with	a	degree	in	Philosophy	and	Biblical	Studies.	About	the	guest	In	2002,	Jon	Erwin	founded	a	production	company	with	his	brother,	Andrew	Erwin.	Their	first	ventures	were	commercials,
documentaries,	and	music	videos.	The	brothers	soon	directed	videos	and	produced	concerts	and	television	programs	for	platinum	recording	artists	such	as	Amy	Grant,	Michael	W.	Smith,	Casting	Crowns,	Switchfoot,	Skillet,	and	others	and	received	eleven	GMA	Dove	Awards	nominations	and	three	wins	for	Music	Video	of	the	Year.	Alongside	their	award-winning	music	videos,	Jon	and	Andrew	have	also	produced	and	directed	several	documentaries.	These	include	the	multi-award-winning	9/11	story,	The	Cross	and	the	Towers.	Their	features	have	all	opened	in	the
top	ten	box	office	on	opening	weekend,	and	they	have	received	the	coveted	A+	Cinema	Score	twice.	Their	features	include	October	Baby,	Mom’s	Night	Out,	Woodlawn,	and	the	2018	surprise	hit	I	Can	Only	Imagine,	which	became	the	#1	independent	film	of	2018,	earning	over	$83	million	at	the	box	office.	In	2019,	Jon	and	Andrew	launched	Kingdom	Story	Company,	alongside	their	partners	Kevin	Downes	and	Tony	Young,	with	a	first-look	deal	with	Lionsgate.	Jon	serves	as	Chief	Executive	Officer	at	Kingdom	Story	Company	as	well	as	writes	and	co-directs
feature	films	with	Andrew.	He	is	also	the	author	of	the	upcoming	book	For	Love	and	Honor.	Transcript	Transcribed	by	Otter.ai.	Mark	Turman		00:10	Welcome	back	to	The	Denison	Forum	Podcast.	I’m	Dr.	Mark	Turman,	Executive	Director	at	Denison	forum	and	host	for	today’s	conversation.	We’re	gonna	have	a	really	good	time.	I’m	joined	today	by	our	associate	editor	and	Denison	forum	contributor	Mark	leg,	Mark	say	hello.	Mark	Legg		00:27	Hello.	Good	morning	again.	Mark	Turman		00:28	Yeah,	glad	to	have	you	back	with	us.	And	we’re	gonna	just	try	to	clarify
for	our	audience	as	well	as	our	guest	today	it’s	Mark	and	Mark	the	younger,	not	Mark,	the	greater	not	mark	the	older	just	mark,	that’s	me	and	mark	the	younger.	That’s	you.	All	right.	And	we’re	not	going	to	tell	anybody	that	I	am	actually	old	enough	to	be	your	dad.	But	that	is	the	case	we’ll	move	on.	But	today	we’re	talking	about	an	exciting	opportunity.	The	movie	called	Jesus	revolution	is	releasing	this	week	on	February	23.	And	we	are	honored	to	have	one	of	the	key	figures	in	making	this	project	come	alive.	John	Irwin,	with	Kingdom	story	company,	the
founder	and	director	of	Kingdom	story.	Let	me	just	tell	you	a	little	bit	about	John	and	then	we’ll	get	him	to	say	hello.	In	2002.	John	and	his	brother	Andrew	founded	a	production	company.	And	the	first	things	they	got	involved	with	were	commercials,	documentaries	and	music	videos.	For	the	likes	of	Amy	Grant,	Michael	W.	Smith	Casting	Crowns	Switchfoot	skillet,	they	have	received	11	GMA	Dove	Award	nominations	and	three	wins	for	music	video	of	the	year.	They	also	produced	a	an	award	winning	documentary	about	911	called	the	cross	and	the	towers	that
hopefully	people	can	find	and	connect	to.	In	2010,	John	and	Andrew	began	exclusively	developing	dramatic	feature	film	projects.	In	2018.	They	partnered	with	Kevin	Downes	and	Tony	young	to	launch	Kingdom	story	company	in	an	exclusive	partnership	with	Lions	Gate	anybody	goes	to	the	movie	sees	Lions	Gate,	often	when	they	watch	a	movie,	and	they	are	creating	life	changing	content	through	a	variety	of	talented	storytellers.	Some	of	which	you	will	recognize	I’m	sure	their	features	have	all	opened	in	top	10	box	office	and	they	have	received	coveted	A	plus
cinema	score	three	times.	Early	hits	include	October	Baby	mom’s	Night	Out	Woodlawn.	And	many	will	recognize	the	surprise	hit	I	can	only	imagine	which	I	have	an	affection	for	for	a	lot	of	reasons.	So	many	of	us	love	this.	The	love	the	song	but	the	story	is	based	not	far	from	where	we	are	located	in	Dallas.	That	movie	earned	$86	million	at	the	box	office.	They’ve	also	included	other	projects	such	as	I	still	believe	the	story	of	Jeremy	camp,	and	the	Jesus	music	as	well	as	the	Kurt	Warner’s	Warner	story	American	underdog	and	the	movie	about	Johnny	Cash.	John	is
also	an	author.	He	wrote	the	book	Beyond	valor,	a	world	war	two	story	of	extraordinary	heroism,	sacrificial	love	and	a	race	against	time,	which	tells	the	amazing	story	of	his	grandfather	read	Erwin,	maybe	we’ll	get	into	that	a	little	bit	if	we	have	time.	Who	is	a	Congressional	Medal	of	Honor	winner.	Today	we	want	to	talk	about	a	lot	of	things,	John,	but	we	specifically	want	to	spend	most	of	our	time	talking	about	Jesus	revolution.	But	first	of	all,	just	welcome	to	the	Denison	Forum	Podcast	and	thank	you	for	letting	us	be	a	part	of	telling	your	story.	Jon	Erwin	
03:41	Thank	you	so	much	for	having	me.	I’m	like	that	was	the	exhaustive	bio	man.	Yeah,	man	that	stuff.	Yeah.	Anyway,	that’s,	uh,	I	appreciate	you.	Having	me	and	it’s	a	great	privilege	to	be	an	entertainer.	You	know,	it’s	it’s	wonderful	to	be	able	to	tell	stories.	Hopefully	that	matter,	you	know,	they	say	every	filmmaker	finds	their	story	and	tells	it	over	and	over	again.	You	know,	for	us,	starting	with	the	movie	Woodlawn.	The	common	thread	is	just	inspirational	true	story	is	the	power	of	the	truth	the	stories	that	you	know,	the	Bible	says	that	we	they	overcame	him
in	Revelation	by	the	blood	of	the	lamb	and	the	word	of	their	testimony	and	order	their	story	and	there’s	just	there’s	power	in	true	stories.	And	so	that	has	been	the	thread	between	documentaries	on	Johnny	Cash	and	movies	like	I	can	only	imagine	or	a	book	like	Yan	Bella,	it’s	just	the	power	of	true	stories	because	you	watch	them	you’re	like,	you	know,	if	Kurt	Warner	could	accomplish	his	dream	and	his	calling,	maybe	I	could	if	if	Bart	Miller	could	forgive	his	father	and	if	you	know	if	his	dad	could	be	transformed	by	the	gospel,	maybe	that	can	happen	to	me	and
our	family	and	and	and	so	those	are	just	those	are	the	stories	that	we	that	we	love.	And	it’s	an	honor	to	tell	them	and	it’s	unbelievable.	To	to	it’s	an	unbelievable	privilege	to	get	to	work	in	any	medium	where	your	dreams	come	to	life	right	in	front	of	you	and	Are	these	things	that,	that	that	we	we	sort	of	see	in	our	minds	and	writing	the	script	that	all	these	hundreds	of	people	come	around	us	to	make	those	things	real.	And	then	entertaining	for	an	audience	is	just,	it’s	so	cool.	And	so	it’s	not,	it’s	an	honor	to	be	here.	And	thanks	for	helping	get	the	word	out	about
Jesus	revolution.	Mark	Turman		05:18	But	Jon,	just	thank	you	for	what	you	do.	My	wife	and	I	love	going	to	the	movies,	and	just	one	of	the	favorite	things	that	we	like	to	do	really	were	bummed	about	it	when	you	know,	and	in	the	COVID	pandemic	of	2020	just	couldn’t	go	to	the	movie.	Yeah,	and	grateful	to	be	able	to	watch	stuff	at	home,	but	just,	you	know,	just	nothing	like	going	to	the	theater	about	it.	Yeah,	my	wife	loves	the	popcorn	and	man	just	do	we	just	love	the	whole	experience	getting	out	of	the	house.	And,	and	just	some	things	can’t	really	be	appreciated
the	way	they	should	be,	unless	you	see	them	on	the	big	screen.	And	I	just	love	the	way	that	you	and	your	brother	are	redeeming	the	theater	with	really,	really	quality	content,	that	safe	to	take	your	family	to.	And	that’s	really,	really	well	done.	And	that’s	certainly	true	of	the	movie	we’re	going	to	talk	about	here	in	a	moment.	But	just,	I	just	want	to	thank	you	for	what	you’re	doing,	using	one	of	the	most	powerful	ways	of	storytelling	that	we	know	about	in	our	world	and,	and	just	tell	me	a	little	bit	of	background	about	how	did	you	get	interested	in	movies	in	the
first	place?	What	What	drew	you	into	this	part	of	the	world?	Jon	Erwin		06:28	Well,	I	just	God’s	providence	and	just	a	total	accident,	but	I	was	born	and	raised	in	Birmingham,	Alabama,	as	far	from	LA	as	you	can	get.	And,	and	I	was	just	curious	as	I	just	I’m	a	huge	believer	in	curiosity,	sort	of	as	a	way	to	live	life	and,	and,	and	so	I	was	I	was	apprenticing	under	I	was	like	an	ADHD	nightmare.	I	had	to	do	kindergarten	twice	because	I	was	an	ADHD	disturbance	to	the	class.	It	wasn’t	my	grades.	It	was	everyone	else’s,	you	know,	and,	and	so,	I	was	apprenticing	for	a
cameraman	when	I	was	when	I	was	15.	And,	and	in	Alabama,	there’s	lots	of	football,	lots	of	televised	football,	obviously.	And	so	a	cameraman	got	sick	about	three	hours	before	the	kickoff	of	the	University	of	Alabama	game.	So	my	mentor	called	me	and	said,	Get	over	here	right	now.	I	told	him	I	knew	a	guy.	Don’t	tell	anyone	how	old	you	are.	Don’t	tell	anyone	you’ve	never	done	this	before.	And	so	my	dad	dropped	me	off.	Like	because	I	didn’t	have	any	I	didn’t	know	my	learner’s	permanent	time.	He	dropped	me	off	like	four	blocks	from	the	stadium.	And	I	tried	to
talk	him	deep	tones,	you	know,	and,	and	I	just	went	and	ran	this	camera	for	you	and	for	ESPN.	And	I	had	the	time	of	my	life.	I	mean,	it	was	so	cool	to	meet	a	vocational	passion	that	early	and	there	was	sort	of	life	before	that	moment	in	life	after	that	moment,	like	a	kid	that	wouldn’t	join	the	circus.	And	I	remember	walking	up	to	the	oldest	guy	on	that	crew	and	saying,	How	did	you	get	this	job?	You	know,	how	did	you	get	in	this	business	just	with	wide	eyed	optimism	and	he	just	said	bad	luck	kid	get	out	now.	And	he	walked	away	you	know	about	it.	And	the	next
year,	my	dad	bought	me	helped	me	by	camera	with	money	he	didn’t	have	and	it’s	probably	the	best	gift	I	ever	got.	And	he	helped	me	get	a	loan	for	$10,000	for	an	editing	system.	And	he	just	that	was	the	beginning	and	he	just	said	dream	bowl	dream	big	dream,	the	impossible.	And,	and	he’s	always	been	our	biggest	fan.	And	he	also	said,	you	know,	if	you	give	20	years	of	your	life	to	something,	you’ll	be	successful,	and	I	don’t	think	many	people	think	of	it	in	those	terms.	And	so	basically	my	brother	and	I,	for	years	just	directed	local,	you	know,	industrial	videos,
weddings,	I’ve	recorded	150	orthopedic	trauma	surgeries,	you	know	it	just	whatever.	And	then	And	then	Michael	Lovie	Smith	gave	us	a	break	to	let	us	do	a	music	video	for	him.	Amy	Grant	quickly	followed.	And	then	we	found	sort	of	our	rhythm	and	doing	music	videos,	and	did	them	over	and	over	and	over	again.	And	and	that	was	a	gift	because	Malcolm	Gladwell	calls	it	his	book,	Outliers,	the	10,000	hour	rule.	And	I	think	people	don’t	really	appreciate	the	time	of	preparation	and	sort	of	honing	in	a	craft.	And	we	were	able	to	do	that	over	the	course	of	many
years.	And	then	and	then	it	was	in	2010.	I	went	into	where	I’m	at	Kevin	Downes,	who’s	our	producing	partner.	I	went	indirect,	his	second	unit	on	a	movie	called	courageous	it	was	being	made	by	a	church	in	Georgia,	Sherwood	Church,	which	is	a	Cinderella	story.	They	were	making	films	with	Sony	that	were	doing	really,	really	well.	And	but	they	wanted	to	do	car	chases,	you	know,	because	this	was	a	cop	drama.	And	so	you	never	want	to	combine	that	with	church	volunteers,	you	know,	people	get	run	over	so	so	I	came	in	to	do	those	stuff.	That’s	not	work.	And
those	action	sequences,	and	the	first	question,	Alex	Kendrick	asked	me,	the	director	of	the	film,	he	just	says,	John,	what	what’s	your	purpose	and	the	purpose	of	your	work?	And	I	couldn’t	answer	the	question,	couldn’t	stop	thinking	about	the	question	and	that	led	to	a	career	being	fused	with	a	with	a	with	a	calling,	and	there’s	nothing	better	vocationally	than	when	you	really	strive	to	hone	in	a	craft.	And	then	you	use	that	for	something	beyond	yourself	and	for	God’s	glory	instead	of	your	own.	It’s	amazing.	It’s	an	amazing	feeling.	And	so	we	we	started	making
our	own	movies	and	join	this	little	mini	revolution.	That	is,	that	is	Christian	film	and,	and	our	faith	based	film	or	whatever	you	want	to	call	it,	you	know,	and	it’s,	it’s	fun.	I	remember	I	remember	Sean	Astin	already	mentioned	this,	but	I	remember	Sean	Astin	said,	See,	you	guys	is	frontiers,	men	and	pioneers,	you	know,	you	and	the	Kendricks	and	Vaughn,	Franklin	sat	down.	And	I	said,	Thank	you,	Shawn,	that’s	such	high	praise.	And	then	he	said,	you	know,	most	frontiers	would	die	out	of	the	frontier.	But	we’re	gonna	blaze	the	trail.	And	so	it’s	so	cool	to	work	in
anything	that’s	sort	of	emerging,	you	know,	any	industry	that	sort	of	emerging	the	thing	that	you	can	sort	of	have	your	fingerprints	on	what	it	will	become.	And	that	is	a	privilege.	And	it’s	so	cool	to	see	each	film	get	bigger,	and	studios	take	notice.	And	there’s	quite	the,	there’s	quite	the	uprising	on	behalf	of	Christianity	in	Hollywood	right	now.	And	at	all	levels.	And	I	think,	you	know,	the	audience	will	feel	it	more	and	more,	as	we	move	forward.	Mark	Turman		11:20	We’re	just,	we’re	just	kind	of	wondering	at	you	know,	Denison	Forum	has	a	big	desire	to	see	God
bring	the	next	spiritual	awakening	into	this	part	of	the	world.	And	we’re	just	wondering	if	that	is	going	to	happen	in	some	ways	through	technology	and	through	mediums	like	film.	So	we’re	hoping	so	let’s	talk	a	little	bit	specifically	about	this	project.	Jesus	revolution	comes	out	here	in	a	couple	of	days	in	theaters.	Tell	us	the	backstory	of	how	you	got	onto	this	story.	And	what	made	you	want	to	make	this	film	was	the	Jon	Erwin		11:52	longest	I’ve	ever	worked	on	a	movie,	it’s	the	movie	we’ve	been	trying	to	get	made	in	between	all	the	other	movies.	About	seven
years	ago,	before	the	movie,	I	can	only	imagine	the	first	true	story	we	made	was	Woodlawn.	And	it	was	set	in	the	early	70s.	And	it	was	like	a,	a	revival,	save	this	high	school.	And	I	was	like,	How	is	this	true,	this	really	happened	and	almost	seemed	too	good	to	be	true.	So	I	began	researching	the	time.	And,	and	I	stumbled	upon	this,	I’ve	got	this,	this	this	magazine,	IT’S	TIME	magazine.	1971.	And	it’s	this	psychedelic	Jesus	on	the	cover	of	Time,	and	time	called	the	Jesus	revolution.	And	it	was	an	article	you	couldn’t	read	online.	And	so	it	was	this	10	page	spread.
That	was	beautiful.	It	it.	It.	It	was	the	most	positive	account	of	Christianity	I’ve	ever	read	in	a	publication	lifetime.	And	it	was	this	tidal	wave	of	spiritual	awakening	that	started	in	Southern	California,	and	then	really	swept	the	country	and	the	crescendo	back	into	Dallas,	Texas,	actually,	at	this	event	called	Expo	72.	And,	and	I	just	immediately	had	the	fear	of	missing	out	I	immediately	was	like,	I	felt	gypped	I’m	like,	why	is	my	generation	not	experienced	anything	like	this?	And,	and	I	just	became	a	student	of	the	Jesus	movement	and	of	revivals	in	general.	And
honestly,	you	can’t	separate	the	story	of	America	without	the	story	of	the	revivals	that	have	been	in	America	all	the	way	back	to	the	Great	Awakening,	which	preceded	the	American	Revolution.	And,	and	so	I	just	got	to	know	that	I	just	got	to	study	it.	I	wanted	to	meet	someone	that	lived	it.	So	I	started,	I’m	compulsively	curious.	And	so	I	that’s	how	I	met	Greg	and	Kathy	Laurie.	And	we,	we	started	talking	about	it.	And	I	started	doing	interviews.	And	the	more	interviews	I	did,	the	more	this	word	desperate	came	up.	It	was	just	a	desperate	time.	It	was	a	time	so
similar	to	the	time	that	we’re	in	right	now.	It’s	very	divisive	time	in	American	history.	So	we’ve	been	where	we	are	before.	And	that’s	where	that’s	when	God	broke	through.	What	do	they	say	when	you’re	paying	outweighs	your	fear	change	can	be	in	you	know,	and	that	was	a	time	where	where	people	just	got	desperate	enough	for	God	and	and	so	I	just	felt	like	I	really	want	to	make	a	movie	on	this.	And	so	what’s	funny	is	we’ve	tried	several	times,	every	movie	we’ve	been	trying	to	like	so	I	can	only	imagine	I	still	believe	American	underdog.	I’ve	been	trying	to	get
basically	enough	credibility	to	get	a	studio	to	let	us	make	a	movie	like	Jesus	revolution.	So	the	fact	that	Lionsgate	it’s	such	a	miracle	in	such	a	statement	of	trust	that	Lionsgate	would	let	us	make	this	movie	with	this	title.	And,	and	I’m	very	grateful.	And	I	love	the	movie	that	we	made	and	God’s	timing	is	just	perfect.	We	were	about	to	roll	cameras	on	this	movie,	right	when	COVID	shut	everything	down.	But	God	just	had	a	time	and	a	plan	for	this	movie.	So	to	see	the	month	that	we’re	in	right	now,	I	was	talking	to	Dallas	Jenkins.	Little	little	side	story.	There	was	an
event	that	Coleman	At	the	culminating	event	of	the	Jesus	movement	was	an	event	called	Expo	72,	in	Dallas,	Texas,	and	you	guys	are	in	Texas.	And	as	is	Dallas,	and	it	was	like,	somewhere	between	100,000	and	a	quarter	million	young	people	converged	on	Dallas,	Billy	Graham	was	here	and	it	was	in	the	Cotton	Bowl.	And	it	was	like	the	seminal	event	of	the	Jesus	movement.	And,	and	my	parents	were	there.	Dallas	Jenkins	parents	were	there.	They	were	so	moved.	That’s	why	his	name	is	Dallas,	his	wife,	Amanda’s	parents	were	there.	So	it	was	this	generational
event,	you	know,	and	so	I	was	talking	to	him.	And	of	course,	we’ve	become	good	friends.	And	Jonathan	Rumi	is	in	both	his	show	the	chosen	and	in	the	movie,	Jesus	revolution.	And	we’re	like,	we	didn’t	plan	it	this	way.	But	February	has	really	become	the	month	of	Jesus,	you	know,	in	entertainment	between	the	chosen	Superbowl	commercials,	and	now,	you	know,	Jesus	revolution.	And	it’s	so	cool	to	lock	arms	and	work	together	to	just	get	Jesus	back	into	the	conversation	in	a	really	meaningful	way.	And,	and	to	see	that	begin	to	happen,	and	work.	And	then	what
we’ve	all	been	praying	for,	you	know,	a	couple	weeks	ago,	you	know,	whenever	it	started,	I	was	in,	I	was	in	Kentucky,	wrapping	another	movie.	And	it	was	like	day	two	of	this	revival	at	Asbury.	And	through	my	study	of	the	Jesus	movement,	I	knew	that	Asbury,	that	very	auditory	of	us	out	of	Turin	was	a	big	part	of	the	Jesus	movement	in	1970,	of	what	became	the	Jesus	movement	in	the	south.	And	so	I	was	like,	my	wife	was	with	me,	and	I’m	like,	let’s	just	go	over	and	see	what	it	is	and	see	what’s	going	on.	And	it	was	like,	you	know,	day	two	or	day	three,	you	just
walk	right	in,	and,	and	we	sat	there	and	listened.	And	then	Greg,	to	just	the	students	talking	about	what	God	was	doing	in	their	lives.	And	the	way	they	were	owning	their	time	and	their	faith,	it	was	so	inspiring.	And	then	Greg	Laurie	called	me	and	said,	what	it	feels	like	it,	you	know,	and	I	said,	it	felt	just	like	scenes,	we	dramatize	the	movement,	like	it	felt	so	similar.	So	to	see	little,	little	shards	of	hope	that	that	this	cannon	is	happening,	again,	is	the	very	reason	why	we	made	the	movie.	So	all	the	times	that	we’ve	tried	to	make	this	movie,	I	think	God	just	had
the	perfect	moment	for	this	movie	to	come	out.	And	so	I	love	the	fact	that	it’s	coming	out.	And	I	love	the	movie	that	we	made.	And	we	were	entertainers	first.	And	so	we	want	to	make	you	laugh	and	cry.	And	I’ve	never	made	a	movie	where	people	cheered	during	the	film	before	and	multiple	times.	But	there	really	is	a	heartbeat	and	a	movement	behind	this	movie.	If	God	can	do	this	once,	maybe	you	can	do	it	again.	And	and	maybe	this	can	happen	again	in	our	time.	And	that’s	why	we	made	it.	Mark	Legg		17:42	That’s	good.	And	that’s	exciting,	too.	And	I’m	curious
as	to	what	you	attribute	to,	obviously	God’s	hand,	God’s	providence,	bringing	all	these	things	together	at	the	same	time.	But	I’m	curious	about	how	you	got	connected	to	Lionsgate	and	how	that	happened.	And	even	seeing	the	chosen	kind	of	break	all	any	record	by	a	mile	for	crowdfunded	film,	like	crowd	funded	TV	shows,	and	those	kinds	of	things.	Do	you	think	that	Hollywood	is	paying	more	attention	to	it	just	because	there	have	been	more	successful	films	recently	this	kind	of	Christian	Yeah,	cohort?	And	what	do	you	attribute	to	that	success?	And	how	did	you
convince	Lionsgate?	Or	how	did	that	connection	happen?	You	know,	to	do	this	film?	Well,	Jon	Erwin		18:31	I	still	don’t	quite	know.	I	mean,	we	did	some	things,	right.	And	I’m	so	grateful	for	the	support	of	the	audience.	I	think	it	was	the	overwhelming	success	of	I	can	only	imagine,	they	got	us	in	business	with	Lionsgate	and	led	to	a	partnership	and	a	deal.	And	I	love	that	studio.	There’s	many	believers	at	that	studio,	and	they’re	innovative	and	entrepreneurial.	And	again,	the	fact	that	they	would	make	us	let	a	movie	make	a	movie	called	Jesus	revolution	is	just	a
total	miracle	is	and	the	fact	that	in	this	environment,	they	would	put	it	wide	in	theaters	nationwide.	That’s	a	total	miracle.	And	it’s	such	a	statement	of	trust.	There’s	so	many	wonderful	people	there.	But	it	really	is	the	support	of	the	audience.	Like	when	we	unify	our	voice,	we’re	in	a	moment	and	entertainment,	this	will	end	up	being	the	most	disruptive	moment	in	the	history	of	movies	and	television,	what	has	been	COVID?	And	what	it	did,	is	it	just	accelerated	change,	you	know,	so	10	years	of	change	happened	in	a	year	and	and	so	what	happens	is,	studios	get
really	desperate,	you	know,	when	that	happens	for	anything	that	works,	any	sure	bad	because	there’s	so	many	unknowns.	So	when	we	show	up	as	an	audience,	and	champion	a	product	together,	they	will	make	more	of	that,	like	there’s	no	more,	you	know,	sort	of	like,	well,	we’re	gonna	we’re	gonna	sit	on	our	ideological	high	horse	and	not	make	this	stuff	if	it	works,	they’ll	make	it	whether	that’s	horror	films	or	superhero	films	or	or	faith	based	films.	And	so	I	think	that	we	just	have	a	unique	opportunity	in	an	industry	I	also	think	there’s	so	many	changes	in	the
content.	In	in	Hollywood,	that	there’s	a	lot	of	people	under	the	hood	that	had	been	silently	people	of	faith,	saying,	I	just	can’t,	I	have	to	reconcile	my	values	to	my	career.	And	so	there’s	this	uprising	on	behalf	of	faith	and	values,	again,	in	Hollywood,	which	is	really	cool	to	see	to	be	a	part	of.	And	so	I	just	think	the	timing	is	right.	And	I	think	timing	is	everything.	But	there’s	a	lot	going	on.	There’s	more	going	on	in	the	industry,	than	anytime	in	my	career	on	behalf	of	Christianity.	And	I	think	over	the	over	the	next	few	years,	you’re	gonna	feel	it	more	and	more,	at
the	highest	levels	of	the	industry,	the	most	well	known	actors	to	the	business	analytics	people	and	the	financial	engineers.	And,	you	know,	there’s	just,	you	know,	that	there’s	in	studio	executives,	there’s	just	a,	there’s	quite	the,	there’s	quite	the	return	to	form.	And	so	it’s	cool	to	see	us	get	back	to	something	I	think,	as	I	mentioned,	you	know,	we	had	to	premiere	this	movie	of	the	Chinese	Theater	and	first	movie	premiere,	there	was	was	Demelza,	King	of	Kings,	you	know,	it’s	cool	to	try	to	get	back	to,	to,	to	something,	you	know,	that	was	substantive	in	Hollywood
a	long	time	ago,	and	try	to	try	to	retake	that	mountain	or	be	a	small	part	of	doing	that.	So	there’s,	there’s	great	things	going	on.	But	even	then,	the	fact	that	they	let	us	make	a	movie	called	Jesus	revolution,	about	the	last	great	revival	in	America,	and	the	fact	that	it’s	coming	out	right	now,	that’s	something	only	God	could	have	done.	And	the	fact	that	we,	you	know,	Dallas,	and	I	didn’t	sit	down	and	like	your	things	going	to,	like,	your	your	product	is	going	to	end	three	weeks	before	our	product	comes	out.	And	we’re	going	to	make	sure	we	have	Superbowl
commercials	that	have	the	name	of	Jesus	in	the	middle,	and	like,	we’re	going	to	plan	all	that,	like	we	didn’t	do	any	of	that.	We	just,	it	just	sort	of	happened	all	in	the	month	of	February.	And	it’s	really	cool	to	see,	you	know,	that	there’s,	you	know,	that	there’s,	you	know,	three	chord	strands	not	easily	broken,	these	things	are	happening	all	at	the	same	time.	And	I	of	course,	love	the	chosen	I	love	Jonathan	in	the	chosen.	That’s	why	I	cast	him	in	this	movie.	And,	and	I	think	season	three	is	the	best	season,	I	think	the	end	of	season	three	is	so	incredible,	with	what
they	dramatized.	And	so	it’s	just	really	cool	to	to	use	technology,	you	know,	Paul	said	of	David	and	axe	that	he	served	the	purposes	of	God	in	his	generation,	the	technology	that	we	have,	and	things	like	mass	entertainment,	which	is	America’s	second	largest	export,	they,	they	present	us	with	more	opportunities	to	sort	of	get	the	message	out	to	share	the	gospel	than	every	generation	before	us	combined,	of	Christians.	So	let’s	use	this	let’s	use	and	let’s	change	our	attitude	a	little	bit.	You	know,	Jesus	said	to	Peter,	on	this	rock,	I	build	my	church	and	the	gates	of
hell	will	not	prevail	against	it,	alright,	you	know,	you	know,	a	Gates,	not	a	weapon,	nobody’s	gonna	throw	a	gate,	you	know,	these	gates	are	meant	to	be	stormed.	And	that	should	be	our	attitude.	And	I	think	we’ve	taken	a	much	more	defensive,	fearful	posture.	Instead	of	saying,	let’s	get	back	in	the	game,	let’s	let’s,	and	I’ve	just	found	in	LA,	a	horrific	lack	of	representation	for	Christianity.	And	I	actually	think	that’s	our	fault.	That’s	not	LA’s	fault.	You	know,	and,	and	I	think	it’s	time	we	take	a	different	attitude.	And	we,	and	we,	and	we	own	our	time,	and	we	own
the	tools	of	our	time,	in	a	powerful	way.	For	us,	we	couldn’t	do	it	without	trying	to	make	the	best	movies	that	we	can	make.	But	when	the	audience	supports	them,	that’s	what	allows	us	to	be	more.	Mark	Turman		23:36	Yeah.	And	so	great	to	watch	how	that	happens.	You	know,	and,	and,	you	know,	maybe	we’re	seeing	some	signs	of	that	with	just	some	fresh	movements	of	God,	like	you	said,	with	Asbury,	Ashbury	seminary	or	college,	and	Yale,	and	just	some	things	going	on	to	like	retake	some	of	the	entertainment	industry.	As	you	said,	I	have	a	friend	here	in
Dallas,	who	has	a	daughter	in	LA	trying	to	make	it	in	the	entertainment	industry.	And,	you	know,	she	just	decided	to	invite	some	friends	over	just	to	have	a	spiritual	conversation,	ask	her	dad	to	come	out	and	kind	of	help	her	with	it.	It’s	turned	into	a	regular	group	that	meets,	you	know,	a	couple	of	times	a	month,	probably	between	40	and	60.	People	in	the	entertainment	industry	who	bring	a	lot	of	baggage	and	a	lot	of	brokenness.	So	he,	he	gets	to	go	out	and	just	spend	time	with	them.	They’ve	seen	people	come	to	faith	and	come	back	to	Faith	and	that	type	of
thing.	One	of	the	things	John	I	just	really	curious	about	is,	I	just	I’ve	followed	the	entertainment	career	of	Kelsey	Grammer	for	decades	now.	I’m	old	enough	to	go	all	the	way	back	to	the	cheers	days	that	yeah,	probably	didn’t	know	anything	of	what	I’m	talking	about.	And,	and	thank	you	for	plugging	the	chosen.	I	got	to	have	some	time	with	Dallas	Jenkins	got	to	meet	him	a	few	months	ago.	And	I	would	just	tell	our	audience,	look,	the	only	way	you	can	really	appreciate	the	The	end	of	season	three	of	the	chosen	is	to	see	it	in	a	theater	to	see	how	that	season	ends
on	a	big	screen	was	just	fabulous.	But	how	did	it	come	about?	You	know,	like	said	there’s	not	a	not	a	Christian	conspiracy	here	to	take	over	the	month	of	February	but	God	orchestrated	some	of	these	pieces	to	come	together	with	the	chosen	season	three	and	he	gets	us	and	now	with	Jesus	revolution,	but	how	do	you	get	somebody	like	Kelsey	Grammer	involved	in	a	project	like	this?	Jon	Erwin		25:32	You	know,	that’s	a	great	question.	And	and	first	of	all,	at	the	end	of	season	three	spectacular	I	was	watching	I	guess	I’m	allowed	to	say	it	now	because	it’s	out	the
walking	on	a	walking	on	water	is	the	end	of	season	three	and	and	they	kept	it	a	big	secret.	And	I	was	watching	every	iteration	on	like	Dallas,	his	iPhone.	And	like	he	says	that	cinematographer	who	also	is	the	cinematographer	from	Jesus	revolution	on	his	iPhone,	and,	and	seeing	the	visual	effects	come	in,	and	it	is	awe	inspiring	and	staggering.	It’s	so	good.	And	emotional.	And	you’re	right,	we	did	not	plan	this	conspiracy.	It	was	literally	God	said	this	is	when	I	want	these	projects	to	come	out.	And,	and,	and	again,	I	just	think	God	had	a	plan.	And	it’s	so	cool.	It’s
like	we	make	our	plans,	God	directs	our	steps.	And	it’s	so	cool	to	just	feel	like	people	did	feel	in	the	Jesus	movement	and	the	Jesus	revolution,	just	a	part	of	something	like	like,	it’s	not	about	one	thing.	It’s	about	the	combination	of	things.	It’s	so	cool.	Kelsey	Grammer	is	he’s	Kelsey	Grammer	I	mean,	he’s,	he’s	a	national	treasure	is	what	he	is,	but	But	you	know,	when	you	can	be	Fraser	and	Macbeth	that	is	range	as	an	actor.	But	he’s	also,	you	know,	as	he	said,	on	both	Fallon	and,	and	especially	when	he	really	broke	down,	started	crying	with	Ryan	Seacrest,	and
Kelly	doing	press	for	the	movie.	He	just	had	this	crisis	of	meaning	in	his	life,	and	he	really	wanted	to	do	something	meaningful.	And	he	said,	the	script	came	the	next	day,	and	he	felt	it	was	a	sign.	And	he	is	so	curious,	and	so	spiritually	hungry,	and	has	just	gave	himself	to	the	role	loves	the	movie.	And	God’s	just	working	in	his	life.	And	I	love	him.	He’s	one	of	the	most	kind	of	generous	people	I’ve	ever	had	the	privilege	to	work	with.	But	he’s	also	one	of	the	most	incredibly	talented	actors	I’ve	ever	gotten	the	chance	to	work	with.	And	he	gives	such	an	unbelievable
performance	in	the	film.	You	know,	portraying	this	pastor	that	on	a	dare	from	his	daughter	throws	his	doors	open	to	the	church	and	of	His	church	to	the	hippies.	And	which	at	the	time,	you	know,	a	hippie	coming	to	church	was	like,	here’s	your	path,	like	go	home,	run	away,	take	a	bath	your	hair,	get	a	job	rejoin	society	now,	maybe	we’ll	let	you	back	in	the	church.	And	he	just	said	no,	come	as	you	are	telling	right	now.	And	there	was	so	much	power	in	that.	And	I	remember	Greg	saying	that	when	he	met	Lonnie	Frisbees,	like	nitro	meeting	glycerin,	and	they	were
quiet	the	team	for	a	very	short	time,	but	that	that	spark	is	what	lit	the	flame	of	the	Jesus	movement.	And,	and	so	Kelsey	just	really	dedicated	himself	to	the	role.	And,	and	I	remember	he	came	to	Greg’s	SoCal	harvest	event,	and	I	was	with	him	up	in	the	press	box,	and	dragged	preached	and	gave	the	invitation	and	then	we	couldn’t	find	Kelsey,	I	thought	he	went	to	the	bathroom.	And	he	and	his	daughter,	they	were	down	on	the	field,	you	know,	and,	and	just	responding	and	just	smiling	and	crying.	And	it	was	just	this	wonderfully	beautiful	moment.	And,	and	it
really	is	a	project	that	has	been	very	meaningful	to	him.	And	I	love	working	with	him	and	would	do	it	again	in	a	heartbeat.	And	he	was	he’s	just,	you	know,	he	just	he	had	insight	into	the	part	that	I	didn’t	even	see.	And	he	crushes	it	in	his	movie,	and	I’m	so	grateful	to,	to	have	had	the	privilege	to	work	with	him.	Mark	Legg		28:57	Yeah.	Yeah.	Makes	me	really	excited	to	see	it.	And	as	someone	who,	as	a	young	person	in	our	culture,	right	now,	I’ve	done,	Mark,	and	I’ve	done	a	lot	of	work	into	looking	to	Generation	Z,	and	kind	of	that	cohort	of	people	who	are	coming
up	going	to	be	many	of	us	are	already	adults,	and	then	will	continue	to	become	adults.	I	wonder,	as	we	think	back	about	the	60s	and	70s.	There	was	such	an	uncertain	time.	It	was	so,	so	turbulent	in	the	culture.	I	mean,	I	think	when	we	look	at	what	we’re	in	today,	it	feels	like	this	is	the	most	turbulent	culture	could	ever	be.	But	arguably,	it’s	been	even	more	turbulent	in	the	past,	like	you’ve	like	you	talked	about.	Yeah.	And	so	I	think	when	we	talk	about	these	issues	at	Denison	forum,	I	think	it’s	always	important	to	get	that	perspective.	The	perspective	that	in	the
first	century,	the	culture	that	Jesus	was	working	In	was	this	kind	of	Hellenistic	Roman	culture,	a	very	pagan	culture	was	where	Christianity	was	born.	And	even	when	you	talked	about	just	now,	talking	about	how	the	gates	of	hell	won’t	stand	against	Christ	and	his	followers.	You	know,	he’s	in	sensory	of	Philippi,	I	believe.	And	he’s	looking	into	what	they	believe	was	a	literal	gates	of	hell	into	this	spring	that	they	could	not	measure	the	depths	of.	And	so	at	that	time,	they	believed	maybe	that	was	the	literal	gates	to	Hades,	and	the	culture.	And	that’s	where	he
made	that	proclamation.	And	I	wonder	if	you	could	speak	into	for	Christians	who	are	feeling	a	bit	hopeless	and	such	a	turbulent	time	in	our	culture,	both	that	perspective	and	then	also,	why	this	time	would	be	so	ripe	for	a	revival,	again,	like	the	one	that	happened	to	Jesus	revolution?	Jon	Erwin		30:55	Yeah.	Yeah,	that’s	a	great	question.	And	just	to	give	a	little	perspective,	because	it	can	feel	a	little	bleak	these	days,	certainly,	there’s	never,	there’s,	I’ve	never	been	in	a	moment	in	my	lifetime,	where,	you	know,	there’s	been	this	kind	of	hatred	and	division.	But	it
has	happened	before,	you	know,	and,	and	we	have	been	here	before.	And,	you	know,	my	daughter’s	14,	God	helped	me	as	a	dad.	And	so	speaking	on	behalf	of	Jin,	of	what	I’ve	observed	about	Gen	Z,	and	saying	it	as	a	thing,	I’m	called	a	geriatric	millennial,	I	was	year	one.	So	we’ve	got	an	old	anyway.	You	know,	I	just	believe	in	this	generation,	I	believe	in	what	God’s	gonna	do	in	this	generation.	And	I	noticed	something	when	I	began	studying	the	Jesus	movement	is	it	was	not	a	generation	of	these,	like	bad	kids	that	were	doing	their	bad	drugs	that	suddenly	came
to	God.	It	was	actually	an	incredibly	astute,	incredibly	aware	generation,	that	we’re	aware	of	their	own	needs.	Now	that	drove	them	to	the	wrong	places	first,	and	as	portrayed	in	the	film.	And	so	I	love	watching	this	film	with	college	students	and	teenagers,	they	love	it,	it’s	really	a	film	designed	to	bring	generations	together.	A	lot	of	times,	screens	rip,	rip	our	families	apart	now.	And	I	want	to	make	content	that	brings	our	families	together.	So	it’s	a	great	film	to	watch	with	teenagers,	teenagers	actually	love	it.	You	know,	I	watched	the	premiere	with	my	wife,	my
daughter,	and	my	parents,	and	we	were	all	enjoying	it	for	different	reasons,	because	everybody’s	coming	in	through	a	different	character.	But	the	love	story	with	these	teenagers	is	really	front	and	center.	And	for	that	reason,	high	school	and	college	students	really	love	the	film,	a	uniquely	of	any	film	we’ve	made.	And,	and	so	do	their	parents.	And	we	designed	it	that	way.	Because	we	want	this	film	to	be	a	conversation.	And,	and	so	I	think	a	big	part,	you	know,	of	that	time	was	I	learned	through	study	the	difference	between	these	two	words	spiritual	awakening
and	revival.	I	thought	when	I	started	this	journey,	that	those	were	the	same	thing	we’ll	come	to	find	out,	they’re	not	revival,	something	that	happens	in	in	the	church.	Spiritual	Awakening	is	something	that	happens	in	culture.	And	if	you	pray	for	spiritual	awakening,	get	ready	to	be	disrupted,	get	ready	for	your	life	to	be	disrupted,	because	back	then,	there	was	suddenly	a	generation	that	for	whatever	reason,	was	aware	of	their	own	need	their	own	spiritual	vacuum.	And	the	fact	that	this	sort	of	materialistic	quest	of	their	parents	was	not	enough.	And	they	were	a
generation	searching.	It’s	what	we	say	in	the	film,	searching	for	all	the	right	things	in	all	the	wrong	places.	So	sort	of	the	quest	of	free	love	drugs,	rock	and	roll.	And	what	we	talked	about	in	the	film	of	the	quest	of	LSD	was	sort	of	this	way	to	find	God.	And	they	had	to	get	to	the	end	of	that,	and	they	had	to	realize	that	that	didn’t	work.	To	then,	you	know,	that’s	why	they	said	Jesus	is	the	real	drug	back	then	it’s	basically	they’re	like,	We	finally	found	what	works	and	I	think	a	generation	today,	that	is	what	has	returned,	you	have	a	general	that	it	was,	it	was	which
wasn’t	pew	it	was.	Anyway,	one	of	the	one	of	the	research	groups	did	this	study	that	there	is	a	sudden	rise	in	spiritual	hunger	and	curiosity	in	America.	So	even	though	church	attendance	is	declining,	people	are	spiritually	hungry,	and	they’re	aware	of	their	own	vacuum,	and	they’re	like,	What	is	the	answer?	We	thought	social	media	would	connect	us	in	many	ways,	social	media,	sort	of	like	what	LSD	was	back	then,	like	this	thing	that	was	supposed	to	connect	us	and	make	us	feel	a	certain	way,	and	it	doesn’t,	and	it	just	leaves	us	empty.	And,	and	so	now	they’re
saying,	you	know,	sort	of	what’s	the	answer?	And	so	I	think	this	I	just	really	believe	in	this	generation	being	very	similar	to	that	generation,	of	just	being	very	spiritually	aware,	and	very	spiritually	attuned,	and	being	very	attuned	to	what’s	authentic	and	what’s	not.	And,	and	I	think	that	that’s	a	huge	opportunity.	And	I	do	think	one	of	the	one	of	the	verses	that	I	put	In	the	movie,	we	first	meet	Kelsey	and	he’s	in	his	church	at	30.	People.	He,	he	says	this,	he	holds	up	this	magazine	has	gotten	dead,	which	was	Time	magazine	1967.	He’s	like,	and	he	basically	is	just
like	this,	it’s	over.	This	is	the,	which	is	in	many	ways,	the	attitude	we	have.	And	there’s	this	verse	in	Matthew,	or	he	says,	he	wonders	to	be	in	shall	be	saved,	you	know,	which	I	think	growing	up	Baptist	can	be	sort	of	like	the	attitude.	But	if	you	keep	reading	your	Bible,	it	says,	this	gospel	of	the	kingdom	will	go	to	all	nations,	you	know,	to	all	people	as	a	testimony,	and	then	the	end	will	come	and	and	it	was	in	context	of	Jesus	disciples	saying,	what’s	the	sign	of	the	times,	whatever.	And	I	think	if	you’ve	just,	I	would	encourage	everyone	to	just	zoom	out	a	little	bit.
And	Jesus	tells	His	disciples	to	get	this,	this	message	is	the	whole	first	to	do	list	to	Christianity,	the	Great	Commission	to	the	whole	world.	Well,	the	continent	we’re	on	wouldn’t	be	discovered	for,	like,	1400	plus	years,	you	know,	and	so	in	this	distance	medley	relay	of	Christianity,	and	yeah,	it’s	bad,	but	we’re	not	getting	like	we’re	not	the	pre	show,	in	the	gladiator	events	getting	eaten	by	lions.	So	certainly	worse	than	you	know,	and,	and	every	generation	has	led	to	a	moment	in	time,	where	our	generation	is	the	first	generation	that	can	reasonably	say,	this	thing
the	Great	Commission,	could	happen	in	our	lifetime,	we	could	get	the	gospel	to	the	entire	world,	to	the	fact	that	we’re	not	jumping	up	and	down	over	that.	And	the	fact	that	we’re	not	getting	after	it,	each	in	our	own	lanes,	and	our	own	craft	is	frustrating	to	me.	Because	we	are	in	such	a	unique	time	to	to	get	this	message	around	the	world	by	harnessing	mediums	like	radio,	television,	mass	entertainment,	whenever	there’s	been	a	sweeping	move	of	God,	there’s	always	been	some	sort	of	technological	innovation	that’s	made	communication	easier,	whether	that
was	the	printing	press,	or	radio,	or	television	or	railroads	even.	And	so	we’re	just	in	a	time	of	accelerated	innovation	technology	that	enables	us	to	get	this	message	out.	And	I	just	think	we	need	to	change	our	attitude	and	the	way	we	think	about	ourselves.	I	think	in	many	ways,	Christianity	is	like,	you	know,	that	elephant	in	the	circus,	when	it’s	a	baby,	they	tie	its	foot	to	a	pole	with	a	rope.	And	then	when	that	elephants	grown,	they’ll	tie	that	elephant	with	a	string	to	a	pole.	And	it’ll	stay	right	there,	because	it’s	trapped	in	its	own	mind	and	its	own	paradigms
were	far	more	powerful	than	we	think.	And	when	we	unify	our	voice,	amazing	things	happen.	And	I	would	just,	I	would	encourage	us	to	change	our	perspective	at	a	very	unique	moment	in	history.	And	it’s	bad,	certainly,	America	is	struggling.	And	look,	I	say	this,	my	grandfather	is	a	Medal	of	Honor	recipient.	I	love	this	country.	But	it’s	the	greatest	idea	in	the	history	of	nations,	but	and	we’re	stewards	of	it,	it’s	amazing,	but	it’s	not	the	kingdom	of	God,	you	know,	and,	and,	and,	and	I	just	think	that,	that,	you	know,	if	we	just	set	our	minds	on,	okay,	let’s	get	this
message	of	hope	to	the	entire	world	in	our	time,	let’s	embrace	that	we	have	more	tools	than	ever	to	do	that.	And	let’s	embrace	that	God	can	work	in	a	generation,	just	like	he	has	at	similar	moments.	The	beautiful	thing	about	the	problems	in	our	country,	and	things	that	we	cover	in	the	film	is	weed	as	I	did	the	research	on	Jesus	revolution,	the	word	that	came	up	the	most	was	the	word	desperate.	It	was	just	a	desperate	time.	And	we	had	to,	we	had	to	be	driven	to	our	knees	as	a	nation,	for	God	to	show	up.	And,	and	so	I	think	a	lot	of	what’s	going	on	now	is	a	good
thing,	you	know,	and	we	should	embrace	it.	But	I	just	I	feel	much	more	optimistic	about	the	times	in	which	we	live.	I	think	God’s	going	to	work	in	my	daughter’s	generation.	I	think	God’s	going	to	use	us	to	get	the	gospel	to	the	world.	And	I	think	it’s	time	that	we	that	we	take	a	mindset	of	offense,	and	we	replace	pessimism	with	optimism	and	hope	and,	and	we	get	after	it,	you	know,	in	our	time,	it’s	not	as	bad	as	we	think.	Mark	Turman		39:03	So	well,	so	well	said,	Yeah.	And	just,	and	that’s,	you	know,	one	of	the	things	I	found	in	the	movie,	you	know,	and	you	have
heard	about	a	number	of	these	figures	for	a	long	time,	you	know,	Chuck	Smith	and	Greg	Laurie	obviously	and	learned	a	lot	about	Lonnie	frisbee	that	I	didn’t	know.	And	it’s	just,	you	know,	great	job	of	paralleling	the	desperation	that	came	from	what	you	might	call	the	Woodstock	side	of	things	where	so	many	people	went	down	that	road	and	got	stuck	and	and	never	came	out	of	that	drug	culture	and	that	type	of	thing.	And	then	this	other	movement,	you	know,	it’s	almost	like	there	was	a	an	imposter	movement	going	on	at	the	same	time	that	the	Jesus	movement
was	emerging	or	the	imposter	movement	gave	rise	to	the	authentic	movement	of	the	Jesus	revolution.	But	in	the	in	the	midst	of	this	mark,	or	John	in	the	few	minutes	that	we	have	left	are	there	is	there	a	scene	wonder?	two	scenes	that	are	just	your	favorite,	I	would	have	my	favorite	in	picking	this.	And,	you	know,	I	related	to	this	in	so	many	ways	I	was	19	years	old	when	all	of	this	was	unhappy	was	unfolding	in	the	early	70s.	I	had	older	siblings	that	were	kind	of	caught	up	in	different	pieces	of	this,	I	recognize	the	things	that	they	wore	the	car	that	they	drove,
and	even	last	year	here	in	Dallas,	there	was	a	commemorative	event	at	the	Cotton	Bowl	for	Expo	72.	That	yeah,	yeah.	And	so	connecting	to	it	in	that	way.	But	is	there	a	couple	of	parts	of	the	film	couple	of	scenes	that	are	just	absolutely	your	your	favorite	because	even	though	it	tells	the	story	of,	of	Chuck	Smith,	Lonnie,	Greg,	Laurie,	it’s	really	much	bigger	than	that	the	story	is	much	bigger	than	just	those	characters.	Yeah.	But	what’s,	what’s	your	favorite	part?	Yeah,	and	Jon	Erwin		40:53	yeah,	so	I	do	have	a	favorite	scene	and	a	favorite	moment.	And	it’s,	I	think
it’s	a	career	favorite.	That	I	can	explain	a	minute,	but	one	of	the	themes	that	I	do	love	that	you	touched	on,	it’s	not	a	story	of,	it’s	not	the	Lonnie	frisbee	movie.	It’s	not	the	Chuck	Smith	movie.	It’s	not	the	Greg	Laurie	movie.	It’s	the	Jesus	movement,	Jesus	revolution	movie.	So	I	love	the	story	of	these	characters,	none	of	which	are	perfect,	being	caught	up	in	a	perfect	moment	in	time.	And	God	uses	ordinary	people	to	do	extraordinary	things.	And,	and,	and	just	to	just	to	touch	on	it,	you	know,	Lonnie,	post	this	story	in	the	Jesus	movement,	went	to	winter	Florida,
had	he	and	he	just	wrestled	with	things	that	he	said	he	was,	he	was	wounded	as	a	child	stayed	wounded	his	whole	life.	And	he	got	bitter,	felt	like	he	was	used,	we	covered	the	film	a	little	bit,	it	felt	like	he	was	sort	of	used	as	a	spark.	And	then	people	would	cast	him	aside	and	had	real	problems	with	father	figures.	And	so	after	he	helped	launch	the	vineyard,	vineyard	movement,	the	80s,	you	know,	he	sort	of	fell	away	in	Rio	for	a	time,	and	then	came	back	and	repentance,	and	ended	up	dying	of	AIDS,	you	know,	and,	and,	and	so	for	a	long	time,	he	was	sort	of
written	out	of	the	Jesus	movement,	because	of	struggles	that	he	had	later	on.	And	first	of	all,	that	that’s	a	revision	that’s	revisionist	history.	That’s	not	accurate.	He	there	there,	he	was	substantively	a	part	of	it.	I	think	so	many	of	us	sit	back	and	think,	God	can’t	use	me	because	I’ve	done	this	or	that	I	struggle	with	this	or	that.	I’m	not	talented	enough,	whatever	it	is.	And	I	really	wanted	to	challenge	that	notion.	You	know,	the	next	story	that	I’m	launching	into	is	is	David	from	the	Bible.	And	so	I	think	that	talk	about	a	complex,	flawed	character	that	God	used
greatly.	And,	and	I	just	thinks,	we	need	to	understand	that	yes,	there’s	consequences	to	things	that	we	do.	And	sometimes	those	consequences	can	be	hurtful,	sometimes	they	can	cut	a	life	short.	But	that	does	not	mean	that	God	can’t	use	us.	And	so	I	think	a	lot	of	people	feel	a	certain	sense	of	either	disqualified	or	unqualified,	so	they	stay	on	the	sidelines	and	Christianity.	I	just	one	of	the	reasons	I	made	this	movie	is	to	really	challenge	that	notion,	like	we	all	have	a	role	to	play,	we	all	have	a	gift,	we	all	have	a	story.	And	God	is	a	is	the	master	worker	of	taking
things	and	redeeming	them,	you	know,	and	taking	some	some	things	that	we	do	and	actually	turning	them	into	into	our	testimony	and	into	our	story.	And	there’s	very,	very	few	that	God	can	redeem	any	story.	And	so	that’s	a	huge	part	of	the	film.	And	a	huge	part	that	I’m	passionate	about.	My	favorite	scene	in	the	movie,	and	probably	in	in	my	career	is	this	baptism	scene	in	it	right	in	the	center	of	the	movie	in	the	middle	of	the	movie.	And	we	filmed	the	movie	four	weeks	in	El	in	the	coast	of	Alabama.	And	then	we	went	to	California	for	six	days	to	film	in	the
actual	locations.	In	this	magazine,	that’s	Jesus	revolution	magazine.	There’s	a	ton	of	photography	as	there	was	in	Life	Magazine	Look	magazine	of	Pirates	Cove,	it	really	was	this	sacred	place	where	there	was	these	mass	baptisms.	There	was	so	many	people	that	wanted	to	get	baptized,	they	had	to	go	to	the	ocean.	Pirates	Cove	is	a	very	difficult	location	to	film	in,	because	it’s	like	this	crescent	moon,	it’s	jagged	rocks,	you	have	to	go	up	and	over.	So	for	a	film	crew,	it’s	terrible.	So,	you	know,	there	was	one	thought	that	we	could	we	could	film	it	on	any	beach
anywhere,	you	know,	but	I	really	felt	we	should	go	back	to	the	actual	location	where	all	this	happened,	and	we	should	match	it.	And	that’s	exactly	what	we	did.	And	I’ve	never	felt	such	spiritual	power	on	the	set	of	a	movie.	It	takes	miracles	to	make	any	movie	but	we	had	like	500	extras	there.	Three	to	500	depending	on	the	day	and	and	Greg	Laurie	put	Kelsey	Grammer	and	Jonathan	Rumi	through	sort	of	baptism	school,	there’s	all	these	things	that	you	don’t	know	like,	you	can	throw	your	back	out	if	you’re	not	deep	enough.	And,	you	know,	and	and	he	actually
Greg	actually	wrote	and	taught	Jonathan	the	salvation	prayer	that’s	in	the	movie.	It	wasn’t	in	the	script.	It	was	just	they	just	said	they	prayed	in	the	script.	And,	and	we	filmed	that.	Jonathan	Rumi	prayed	for	a	heatwave	because	it	was	in	March	in	LA	in	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	there	was	a	heatwave,	I’m	like,	should	have	prayed	that	hard,	which	was	a	miracle.	And,	and	Jonathan	is	quite	the	method	actor	came	up	out	of	the	water,	and	just	said,	Man,	I’m	doing	it	just	like	Greg	taught	me.	I’m	doing	exactly	what	he	taught	me.	But	this	is	not	acting	like,	I’ve	had	like
five	people	that	are	saying,	I	want	to	be	baptized	for	real	right	now.	Well,	you	really	baptized	me.	And	people	were	making	real	decisions	for	Christ.	And	we	had	another	Calvary	Chapel,	pastor	in	the	water.	And	he	came	up,	and	he’s	like,	I’m	telling	you,	God’s	Spirit	is	here.	And	if	we	just	stop	this	and	have	a	service,	there	will	be	a	huge	response.	I	mean,	we	can’t	do	that	this	unsetting	we’re	making	a	movie	man.	But,	but	it	was	like	it	was	it	was	just	in	the	air.	It	was	unbelievable.	And	then	Greg	Laurie,	while	we’re	dramatizing	his	baptism,	talking	about	life
imitating	art	and	vice	versa.	You	know,	with	Jonathan	and	Joel,	the	real	Greg	Laurie,	there	was	a	cast	member	who	hadn’t	acted	for	14	years.	And	a	real	bad	drug	problem	was	trying	to	get	a	SAG	card	again,	he’s	in	the	Mighty	Ducks,	and	great	guy.	And	he	had	a	drug	problem,	it	almost	killed	him	a	few	times.	And	Greg	was	having	a	conversation	with	him.	And	without	any	of	us	even	knowing	it	was	happening,	baptizing	him	like	300	feet	away,	from	where	we	were	dramatizing	the	scene.	So	it	was	you	feel	it	in	the	movie,	I	think	you	feel	that	power	in	that	scene
in	the	movie.	That’s	exactly	what	we	felt	on	the	day.	And	I	felt	like	we,	we,	we	touched	the	Jesus	movement	a	little	bit	like	we	felt	that	a	little	bit	and,	and	oddly	enough,	it	was	the	same	feeling	in	the	air.	I	can’t	explain	it.	It	was	it	that	I	felt	when	my	wife	and	I	drove	over	to	Asbury	University.	On	day	three,	that	revival	and	just	sat	and	use	Auditorium	is	the	exact	same	feeling.	And	it’s	really,	really	cool.	So	it	just	gave	me	great	hopes,	that	if	it	happened	once	it	can	happen	again.	So	you	know,	we	all	have	our	gifts,	and	we	all	use	our	gifts.	I’m	an	entertainer,	I’m	a
storyteller.	And	so	the	best	we	can	do	is	just	to	tell,	I’ve	heard	it	said	that	the	theme	of	revival	spreads	the	flame	of	revival.	So	we	can	just	tell	the	story	as	and	make	it	as	entertaining	and	as	fun	and	as	funny	and	as	meaningful	as	we	can.	But	with	the	hopes	that	people	will	watch	the	movie	and	say,	let’s	let	this	happen	again,	if	I	had	one	request,	if	there	was	ever	a	movie,	that	I	would	ask	you,	to	take	people	to,	it’s	this	movie,	it’s	designed	for	you	to	take	people	to	it.	I	especially	think	about	what	I	wrestle	with	the	most.	As	a	dad,	I	feel	like	Jerry	Maguire	with
that	line	of	Jerry	Maguire,	when	he	said,	you	see	this	jacket,	you	want	it,	I	don’t	need	it.	Because	I’m	cloaked	in	failure.	Like,	I	just	feel	like	all	these	influences	were	the	first	parents	that	are	dealing	with	platforms	at	scale	in	our	homes.	And	so	it’s	just	this	flood	of	influence	in	our	homes,	and	you	just	feel	completely	disconnected	from	your	kids.	And	so	I	would	just	say	to	those	parents,	with	teenage	kids,	take	them	to	this	movie	and	talk	to	them	after	I	guarantee	it	will	work.	Because	it	worked	for	me	with	my	daughter.	And	so	they’ll	see	the	movie.	It’s	in
theaters	right	now,	substantively	this	weekend	or	early	screening	screenings	right	now.	And	let’s	all	pray	together	that	God	can	do	this	again.	Mark	Turman		48:27	Absolutely,	yeah,	just	and	who	knows?	Right?	You	know,	sometimes	we	talk	about	the	whole	world	is	in	God’s	hands,	but	his	his	fingerprints	are	at	certain	places.	Maybe	Asbury	is	one	of	those	places,	maybe	Pirates	Cove	is	one	of	those	places	is	just	sacred	ground,	even	though	it’s	got	a	name	like	pirates	code.	Yeah,	it’s	just	sacred	ground	where	God	does	some	of	his	most	special	work.	But	you
know,	John,	one	of	our	goals	at	Denison	Forum	and	the	Dennis	Forum	Podcast	is	to	just	shine	a	light	on	where	God	is	at	work.	And	we	we	really	trust	and	believe	that	God	is	at	work	in	this	environment	and	in	the	environment	of	film,	and	storytelling	that	you’re	you	and	your	brother	are	in	and	just,	again,	thank	you	for	what	you’ve	done	and	what	you	are	doing.	And	thank	you	for	letting	us	be	a	part	of	telling	the	story	and	a	little	bit	and	so	important	that	our	audience	go	and	see	this	movie,	and	like	you	said,	take	people	with	them.	And	that	will	serve	a	lot	of
purposes,	not	the	least	of	which	being	hopefully	being	a	catalyst	to	the	next	awakening	the	next	Jesus	revolution	and	revival	within	the	church.	We’d	want	to	see	both	Yeah,	not	either	or,	but	see	both.	And	we’re	just	grateful	for	your	time	and	grateful	for	the	attention	of	people	that	are	listening	to	this	podcast.	And	if	this	has	been	helpful	to	you	today,	please	rate	review	us	on	your	podcast	platform,	share	it	with	others,	please	share	it	with	others,	and	go	see	the	movie	and	enjoy	the	popcorn.	It’s	going	to	be	a	great	great	my	wife	loves	it.	So	Jon	Erwin		49:53
does	mine.	Yeah,	it’s	That’s	right.	Yeah,	God	God	bless	you	guys.	I	hope	you	enjoy	the	film.	It’s	my	favorite	film.	Ever	to	watch	with	an	audience,	it’s	just	a	wonderful	it’s	an	experience	full	of	joy	when	you	watch	it	with	people	and,	and	I	hope	you	enjoy	it	and	it	is	in	theaters	and	thank	you	for	helping	get	the	word	out.	And	I	just	think,	be	encouraged.	Most	of	all,	God	is	on	the	move.	He’s	on	the	move.	Absolutely.	In	our	country.	He’s	on	the	move	in	the	entertainment	industry.	He’s	only	moving	the	world.	He’s	working	in	a	generation.	And	I	think	if	we,	I	dare	you
to	be	optimistic	is	my	is	my	sort	of	word	to	Christians	everywhere.	Like	it’s	not	it’s	not	as	bad	as	we	think.	And	God’s	gonna	show	up	I	think	in	a	really	big	way.	And	we’re	gonna	all	get	to	be	hard,	though.	God	bless	you	guys	enjoy	the	movie.	120min	-	English	The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.
It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and	1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to	blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This	blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an
alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some	controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life	counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these	controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot	and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate	portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening
in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real	Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in	California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the	world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s	counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding
of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,	where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be	combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement	managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious	youth	without	fundamentally	compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the
Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed	lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion	more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too	old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one	of	the	primary	characters	in	Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United
States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of	Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to	disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were	desperately	in	need	of	some	sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He
preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he	regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On	the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used	illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers	would	peter	out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the
church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership	numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of	"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same	time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the	younger	folks.	In	real	life,	some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus
Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized	some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately	portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard	Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked	Laurie’s	conversion	to	Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an
inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to	avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,	these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard	to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without	knowing	the	extent	of	their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith
also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s	punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also	faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups	called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of	Prayer	events	at	the	Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is
the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between	two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding	the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of	Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak	hippies,	most	stayed	and	formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal
believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by	their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus	Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on	Netflix	Synopsis	JESUS	REVOLUTION	is	the	story	of	one	young	hippie's	quest	in	the	1970s	for	belonging	and	liberation	that	leads	not	only	to	peace,	love,	and	rock	and	roll,	but	that	sets	into	motion	a	new	counterculture	crusade--a	Jesus	Movement--changing	the	course	of	history.	Inspired	by	a	true	movement,	JESUS	REVOLUTION	tells	the	story	of	a	young	Greg	Laurie	(Joel
Courtney)	being	raised	by	his	struggling	mother,	Charlene	(Kimberly	Williams-Paisley)	in	the	1970s.	Laurie	and	a	sea	of	young	people	descend	on	sunny	Southern	California	to	redefine	truth	through	all	means	of	liberation.	Inadvertently,	Laurie	meets	Lonnie	Frisbee	(Jonathan	Roumie),	a	charismatic	hippie-street-preacher,	and	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	(Kelsey	Grammer)	who	have	thrown	open	the	doors	of	Smith's	languishing	church	to	a	stream	of	wandering	youth.	What	unfolds	becomes	the	greatest	spiritual	awakening	in	American	history.	Rock	and	roll,
newfound	love,	and	a	twist	of	faith	lead	to	a	JESUS	REVOLUTION	that	turns	one	counterculture	movement	into	a	revival	that	changes	the	world.	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Producer	Kevin	Downes,	Andrew	Erwin,	Jon	Erwin,	Greg	Laurie,	Josh	Walsh,	Daryl	C.	Lefever	Screenwriter	Jon	Gunn,	Jon	Erwin	Distributor	Lionsgate	Production	Co	Sony	Pictures,	Kingdom	Story	Company,	Lionsgate	Rating	PG-13	(Strong	Drug	Content|Some	Thematic	Elements)	Genre	Drama,	History	Original	Language	English	Release	Date	(Theaters)	Feb	24,	2023,	Wide	Release
Date	(Streaming)	Apr	11,	2023	Box	Office	(Gross	USA)	$52.0M	Runtime	1h	59m	Sound	Mix	Dolby	Digital	The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.	It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and
1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to	blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This	blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an	alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some	controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life
counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these	controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot	and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate	portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real
Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in	California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the	world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s	counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding	of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,	where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be
combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement	managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious	youth	without	fundamentally	compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed	lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion
more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too	old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one	of	the	primary	characters	in	Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United	States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of	Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth
Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to	disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were	desperately	in	need	of	some	sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He	preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he	regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On
the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used	illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers	would	peter	out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the	church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership	numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of
"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same	time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the	younger	folks.	In	real	life,	some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus	Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized	some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately
portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard	Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked	Laurie’s	conversion	to	Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an	inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to	avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,
these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard	to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without	knowing	the	extent	of	their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith	also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s	punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also
faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups	called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of	Prayer	events	at	the	Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is	the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between	two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding
the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of	Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak	hippies,	most	stayed	and	formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal	believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by	their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus
Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on	Netflix	Helmed	by	Jon	Erwin	and	Brent	McCorkle,	‘Jesus	Revolution’	is	a	religious	drama	movie	that	revolves	around	Greg	Laurie,	a	teenager	who	lives	with	his	mother,	Charlene.	During	the	70s	Hippie	Movement,	he	and	several	wandering	youths	arrive	in	Southern	California	to	spread	the	truth	and	seek	liberation.	There,	Greg	meets	a	dynamic	street	preacher	named	Lonnie	Frisbee	and	Pastor	Chuck	Smith,	who	welcomes	them	and	all	the	youngsters	into	his	church.	What	follows	is	a	nationwide
countercultural	revolution	termed	the	biggest	spiritual	awakening	in	American	history.	Known	as	the	Jesus	Movement,	it	gives	both	Greg	and	Pastor	Smith	a	renewed	purpose	as	they	spread	love	and	the	Christian	message	across	the	country.	Featuring	impactful	performances	by	actors	like	Kelsey	Grammer,	Joel	Courtney,	Jonathan	Roumie,	and	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley,	the	movie’s	moving	narrative	explores	the	power	of	faith	and	its	impact	on	those	seeking	purpose	in	life.	Besides,	the	authentic	depiction	of	the	70s	and	religious	movements	makes	one
wonder	if	‘Jesus	Revolution’	depicts	actual	events.	In	case	you’re	curious	about	the	same,	let’s	find	out!	Jesus	Revolution	is	Inspired	by	a	Real	Movement	Yes,	‘Jesus	Revolution’	is	based	on	a	true	story.	It	is	an	adaptation	of	Evangelical	Baptist	Pastor	Greg	Laurie	and	Ellen	Vaughn’s	2018	novel,	‘Jesus	Revolution:	How	God	Transformed	an	Unlikely	Generation	and	How	He	Can	Do	It	Again	Today.’	It	chronicles	the	Jesus	Movement,	an	evangelical	Christian	movement	in	70s	California.	The	former	is	a	renowned	author,	Senior	Pastor,	and	Founder	of	the	Riverside-
based	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	one	of	the	largest	megachurches	in	the	US.	In	1990,	he	also	started	the	Harvest	Crusades,	an	organization	that	organizes	evangelical	conferences.	Born	in	December	1952	in	Long	Beach,	California,	Laurie	was	raised	by	a	single	mother	and	worked	as	a	newspaper	delivery	man	in	his	early	years.	He	was	not	raised	in	the	Christian	faith	but	became	a	devout	Christian	at	17	when	he	met	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	Charismatic	Evangelist	who	was	a	Minister	at	the	former’s	school.	Two	years	later,	in	1973,	the	teenager	received	an
opportunity	to	conduct	a	home	Bible	study	group	of	30	people	under	the	ministry	of	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	This	group	eventually	grew	larger	and	Laurie	formed	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship	church	that	same	year.	Over	the	next	two	decades,	Laurie	helped	spread	the	church’s	mission	nationwide	and	began	conducting	large-scale	evangelical	events	in	1990	under	Harvest	Crusades.	Under	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	guidance	and	mentorship,	numerous	youths	like	Laurie	and	Lonnie,	who	were	associated	with	the	Hippie	community,	turned	to
Christianity.	Gradually,	this	came	to	be	known	as	a	faith	revival	movement	called	the	Jesus	Movement	and	gained	prominence	in	the	media	and	popular	culture.	As	a	part	of	this	movement,	the	young	members	often	lived	in	communes	and	attended	Bible	study,	replacing	alcohol	and	drugs	with	religious	faith.	Pastor	Greg	Laurie//Image	Credit:	Pastor	Greg	Laurie/YouTube	Interestingly,	several	older	and	conservative	members	of	the	Calvary	Chapel	were	reportedly	unhappy	with	Pastor	Smith’s	decision	of	welcoming	Hippie	youth	into	the	church.	Nevertheless,
he	chose	to	take	the	youngsters	under	his	wing,	eventually	giving	a	new	life	to	the	otherwise	diminishing	church	and	helping	it	grow	exponentially.	Furthermore,	Greg	Laurie	met	his	wife,	Cathe	Martin,	in	the	same	church,	who	soon	became	a	pivotal	contributor	to	his	efforts	of	spreading	the	Christian	faith	and	establishing	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship.	Pastor	Lonnie	Frisbee//Image	Credit:	Vine	and	Branches	Television/YouTube	Returning	to	the	movie,	it	largely	sticks	to	the	book	and	realistically	highlights	the	Jesus	Movement	and	its	origins,	especially	the
contributions	of	Laurie,	Pastor	Smith,	and	Lonnie	Frisbee.	In	an	official	statement,	Laurie	affirmed	the	movie’s	authenticity	and	shared	his	excitement	about	the	project.	He	said,	“This	film	is	not	primarily	about	Chuck	Smith,	Lonnie	Frisbee,	Cathe	Laurie,	or	myself.	It’s	about	how	Jesus	moved	and	sent	a	spiritual	awakening	in	our	lives	that	is	still	being	felt	today.”	“I	am	honored	to	have	such	a	talented,	venerated	cast	and	crew	tell	this	story	that	is	so	near	to	my	heart	and	changed	my	life	and	our	country	for	eternity.	The	Jesus	Movement	was	the	last	great
American	spiritual	awakening.	Some	historians	have	said	it	was	the	greatest	revival	of	all	time.	Now,	I’m	praying	for	another	in	our	time,”	Laurie	added.	Moreover,	celebrated	actor	Kelsey	Grammer,	who	essays	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	in	the	movie,	shared	that	being	a	devout	Christian,	he	felt	grateful	to	be	a	part	of	the	movie.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith//Image	Credit:	Pastor	Greg	Laurie/YouTube	In	an	interview	on	‘Live	With	Kelly	and	Ryan,’	Grammer	stated,	“Yes,	it’s	a	true	story.	I	have	been	approached	by	a	number	of	people	who	said,	“You’re	playing	Chuck	Smith!
Oh,	I	listened	to	him	all	the	time.’	Or	they’d	say,	‘He	married	us,’	or	‘I	was	baptized	by	Chuck	Smith.’	You	can	see	this	light	in	their	eyes.”	As	shared	by	those	involved	in	the	movie	and	the	actual	inspiring	events	behind	it,	‘The	Jesus	Revolution’	accurately	depicts	the	real	experiences	of	people	who	were	a	part	of	the	Jesus	Movement	and	its	impact	on	their	lives.	Although	a	few	details	may	have	been	embellished	for	entertainment,	the	Christian	movie	is	mainly	an	authentic	tale	of	finding	one’s	life	purpose	through	faith	in	the	Almighty.	Read	More:	Where	Was
Jesus	Revolution	Filmed?	Jesus	Revolution	takes	a	fascinating	period	of	American	history	–	the	hippie	movement	and	its	associated	fallout	within	the	Christian	community	–	and	transforms	it	into	a	bland,	TV	movie-of-the-week	experience.	While	neither	badly	made	(the	period	detail,	for	example,	is	strong)	nor	unwatchable,	there’s	the	sense	of	both	a	missed	opportunity	and	a	commitment	to	“family	friendliness”	over	truth.	Anything	remotely	sexual	is	whitewashed	with	hippies	being	defined	primarily	as	young	people	who	have	decided	to	drop	out	of	society	and
experiment	with	drugs.	Their	search	for	spiritual	fulfillment	is	shown	only	through	the	lens	of	those	who	comprised	the	group	of	so-called	“Jesus	freaks”	–	completely	ignoring	larger	segments	of	the	hippie	population	who	followed	the	tenets	of	various	other	religions.	The	film’s	myopia	is	understandable	–	it	has	been	made	by	a	Christian	production	group	and	is	targeted	not	at	a	mainstream	audience	but	at	church-goers.	The	movie	focuses	on	characters	who	were	instrumental	in	the	genesis	of	the	Cavalry	Chapel	movement	–	something	that	started	with	a	single
evangelical	church	in	the	late	1960s	and	has	grown	to	nearly	2000	nationwide	locales	in	a	span	of	less	than	60	years.	Unfortunately,	Jesus	Revolution	becomes	so	enamored	with	the	rather	lackluster	lives	of	the	characters	that	it	loses	sight	of	the	bigger	picture.	One	of	the	most	fascinating	aspects	of	the	era	–	the	struggle	of	mixing	mainstream,	old-school	Christian	mores	with	the	values	espoused	by	the	hippies	(which	typically	included	free	love)	–	is	reduced	to	little	more	than	a	footnote.	Jesus	Revolution	has	the	level	of	cast	one	might	expect	from	a	made-for-
TV	movie.	The	biggest	name,	and	the	actor	who	gives	the	most	polished	performance,	is	Kelsey	Grammar.	Grammar	plays	Chuck	Smith,	the	old-school	pastor	of	an	old-school	church	who	becomes	convinced	that	the	way	to	expand	Jesus’	message	is	to	embrace	the	hippies	rather	than	shunning	them.	Grammar’s	interpretation	of	Smith	is	that	of	a	smart	tactician	as	well	as	a	man	of	God.	It’s	an	idealized	version	of	the	real	man	whose	anti-homosexual	beliefs	are	well	documented	and	whose	end-of-the-world	predictions	predated	those	of	the	disgraced	Harold
Camping.	(In	the	late	1970s,	he	wrote	that	the	world	would	end	in	1981.)	Other	than	Grammar,	the	only	somewhat	recognizable	name	in	the	cast	is	Kimberly	Williams-Paisley,	the	now-married	(hence	the	hyphenated	last	name)	woman	who	played	the	daughter	in	the	Father	of	the	Bride	remake	and	its	subsequent	sequel.	The	other	primary	players	are	Joel	Courtney	as	the	central	figure,	Greg	Laurie,	a	young	man	whose	spiritual	quest	leads	him	to	the	movement;	Anna	Grace	Barlow	as	Catherine,	his	free-spirited	girlfriend;	and	Jonathan	Roumie	as	Lonnie
Frisbee,	the	charismatic	preacher	who	“converts”	Smith	to	the	value	of	expanding	his	congregation.	All	three	have	sizeable	filmographies	filled	primarily	with	episodic	TV	work.	Their	performances	–	at	least	a	notch	below	that	of	Grammer’s	–	are	evidence	of	why	none	has	thus	far	“broken	out.”	When	the	movie	opens	in	1968,	Chuck	Smith	presides	over	a	small	congregation	in	his	Costa	Mesa	chapel.	Smith’s	daughter	introduces	him	to	Frisbee,	a	wandering	Pentecostal	evangelist	who	travels	the	nation	with	his	wife,	Connie,	spreading	the	good	word.	Smith
brings	Frisbee	into	his	fold	and	opens	the	door	of	his	church	to	the	hippies	who	flock	to	see	and	hear	the	newcomer.	Calvary	Chapel	becomes	a	Christian	commune	that	attracts	young	people	far	and	wide.	Two	of	them	are	Greg	Laurie	and	his	girlfriend,	who	eventually	become	key	cogs	in	Smith’s	wheel.	In	addition	to	proving	himself	to	be	vital	to	Calvary	Chapel’s	expansion,	Laurie	must	demonstrate	to	Catherine’s	father	that	he	is	more	than	a	ne’er-do-well	so	he	can	ask	for	her	hand	in	marriage.Jesus	Revolution	doesn’t	feel	like	an	inherently	theatrical	venture.
Although	the	production	design	is	impressive	for	the	limited	budget	and	the	soundtrack	includes	some	immediately	recognizable	pop/rock	songs	from	the	era,	there’s	nothing	in	the	film	that	screams	“big	screen.”	For	those	who	see	it,	however,	the	narrative	is	numbingly	agreeable,	with	likable	characters	working	through	a	drama	with	no	real	teeth.	It’s	forgettable	and	mushy	but	digestible.	There’s	no	rule	that	Christian-leaning	movies	have	to	be	so	limp	and	vanilla.	Mel	Gibson’s	controversial	The	Passion	of	the	Christ	was	anything	but	that,	courting	an	NC-17
rating	with	the	graphic	nature	of	its	violence.	Still,	it’s	doubtful	that	Jesus	Revolution	aspires	to	appeal	to	anyone	outside	of	its	core	audience.	It	feels	like	it	was	made	with	members	of	the	Calvary	Chapel	Association	in	mind	(in	fact,	pastors	from	that	denomination	were	invited	to	comment	on	work	prints	of	the	film	to	suggest	changes).	For	them,	this	will	likely	hit	the	cinematic	sweet	spot.	For	everyone	else,	it’s	at	best	a	late-night,	streaming	time-waster.	Cast	&	crewUser	reviewsTriviaFAQThe	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and
its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.Sign	in	to	rate	and	Watchlist	for	personalized	recommendationsSign	inSuggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentWhat	was	the	official	certification	given	to	Jesus	Revolution	(2023)	in	Spain?AnswerYou	have
no	recently	viewed	pages	Powered	by	Reelgood	Jesus	Revolution	flew	under	the	radar	when	it	came	to	advertising,	which	made	it	all	the	more	surprising	that	it	became	a	box	office	hit.	Now	that	the	film	is	on	Netflix,	we	can’t	help	but	wonder:	is	it	based	on	a	true	story?	Luckily,	we	have	you	covered	on	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	Jesus	Movement	and	the	men	who	were	responsible	for	it	all.	Directed	by	Jon	Erwin	and	Brent	McCorkle,	Jesus	Revolution	is	a	Christian	drama	that	stars	Kelsey	Grammer	as	Pastor	Chuck	Smith,	Jonathan
Roumie	as	Lonnie	Frisbee,	and	Joel	Courtney	as	Greg	Frisbee	—	the	real-life	group	who	helped	kickstart	the	Jesus	Movement.	The	movie	was	initially	projected	to	make	$7	million	during	its	first	weekend	—	but	instead,	brought	in	$15.5	million.	Moreover,	it	raked	in	a	whopping	$45.5	million	at	the	domestic	box	office	after	three	weeks	in	theaters,	according	to	Collider.	So	what	is	Jesus	Revolution	about?	Is	it	based	on	a	true	story?	Read	on	for	more	information:	With	the	help	of	Frisbee,	a	hippie	who	relays	the	teachings	of	the	Ministry	of	Jesus,	Smith	works	to
save	his	dying	church	by	inviting	hippies	and	other	rebellious	youths	into	the	Calvary	Chapel	to	evangelize	them.	The	indie	movie,	which	takes	place	in	the	late	1960s	in	Southern	California,	is	told	from	the	perspective	of	Laurie,	a	high-school	student	who	goes	on	to	join	the	church.	Photo:	Everett	Collection	Yes,	Jesus	Revolution	is	based	on	a	true	story.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	was	a	real	man	who	invited	hippies	into	the	Calvary	Chapel	in	the	late	1960s	to	help	raise	membership	numbers	and	improve	the	church’s	finances.	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	’60s	and
early	’70s	—	in	which	its	followers	were	dubbed	“Jesus	freaks”	—	began	in	California	before	spreading	throughout	the	world.	It	helped	bridge	the	generation	gap	between	rebellious	youth	and	evangelical	Christianity.	Plus,	it’s	credited	with	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	genre,	according	to	Collider.	Aside	from	Smith,	Greg	Laurie	and	Lonnie	Frisbee	are	also	characters	based	on	real	people.	The	latter,	who	had	the	stereotypical	look	of	a	hippie,	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	as	he	preached	homosexuality	as	a	sin	—	even	though	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man.	He
died	in	1993	of	AIDS.	Meanwhile,	Laurie,	one	of	the	“Jesus	freaks”	who	is	now	a	famous	pastor	himself,	recently	reflected	on	the	controversial	TIME	cover	story	from	June	1971,	which	honed	in	on	the	movement.	“We	didn’t	call	it	a	revolution,”	Laurie	told	the	outlet.	“TIME	magazine	coined	that	phrase.	We	called	it	‘The	Jesus	Movement.’	But	I	think	actually	TIME	editors	had	it	right,	because	they	saw	something	bigger.”	Jesus	Revolution	is	currently	streaming	on	Netflix.	Jesus	Revolution	Kelsey	Grammer	Netflix	Before	there	were	mega-churches	the	size	of
sports	arenas	preaching	prosperity	and	weight	loss,	before	televangelists	and	a	billion-dollar	“He	gets	us”	ad	campaign,	back	in	the	era	of	hippies	and	Woodstock	and	peace	signs,	there	were	people	known	as	“Jesus	freaks.”	The	generation	that	rebelled	against	the	military-industrial	complex,	commercialism,	their	parents,	and	pretty	much	everything	but	was	not	always	clear	about	what	they	wanted,	included	a	sub-group	who	became	passionate	Christians.	They	weren’t	in	the	mold	of	people	dressed	up	for	church	on	Sunday.	They	lived	simply	and	communally.
And	they	were	inspired	by	leaders	who	were	charismatic	in	both	the	secular	and	religious	senses	of	the	word.		They	were	the	subject	of	a	June	21,	1971	cover	story	in	TIME	Magazine	titled	“The	Jesus	Revolution.”	“There	is	an	uncommon	morning	freshness	to	this	movement,	a	buoyant	atmosphere	of	hope	and	love	along	with	the	usual	rebel	zeal,”	the	story	gushed.	“Their	love	seems	more	sincere	than	a	slogan,	deeper	than	the	fast-fading	sentiments	of	the	flower	children;	what	startles	the	outsider	is	the	extraordinary	sense	of	joy	that	they	are	able	to
communicate.”		That	is	the	story	and	the	message	of	a	new	film,	also	called	“Jesus	Revolution,”	based	on	a	book	by	one	of	the	leaders	of	the	“Jesus	freaks,”	Greg	Laurie.	This	movie	is	not	about	certain	details,	like	one	of	its	real-life	characters’	homosexuality	and	history	of	substance	abuse	and	instability.	Nor	does	this	film	explore	hard	questions	about	how	the	cleansing	of	baptism	does	not	necessarily	lead	to	a	perpetually	“buoyant	atmosphere	of	hope	and	love.”	Instead,	it’s	a	gently	told	story	preaching	to	the	converts,	assuming	that	evangelical	Christianity	is
unassailably	the	answer	without	considering	this	particular	form	of	worship	may	not	be	the	answer	for	all.		Kelsey	Grammer	plays	Chuck	Smith,	a	minister	in	California	who	presides	over	a	traditional	church	named	Calvary	Chapel.	Smith’s	daughter	persuades	him	to	talk	to	the	long-haired	and	improbably	named	Lonnie	Frisbee	(Jonathan	Roumie).	Initially	certain	that	Frisbee	is	just	an	irresponsible	hippie,	Smith	is	impressed	with	his	sincerity,	humility,	and	dedication	to	the	messages	of	Jesus	about	generosity	and	a	spirit	of	welcome.	Frisbee	tells	Smith	there’s
an	opportunity	to	reach	hippies	because	all	of	the	things	that	worry	him,	their	rejection	of	their	parents’	values.	Their	experimentation	with	drugs	is	a	search	“for	all	the	right	things	in	all	the	wrong	places.”	He	believes	he	can	show	them	that	the	right	place	is	God.		Smith	brings	Frisbee	and	his	followers	into	his	home	and	his	church.	When	the	parishioners	complain	about	the	newcomers’	dirty	bare	feet,	the	pastor	does	what	Jesus	did:	he	washes	their	feet.	Some	members	of	the	church	leave	in	disgust.	Others	are	touched	by	the	newcomers’	sincerity.	And	there
are	a	lot	of	newcomers.	There	are	joyous	mass	baptisms	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	Smith’s	promise	is	a	big	one:	“It’s	not	something	to	explain.	It’s	something	to	be	experienced.	What	you’re	seeing	is	a	symbol	of	new	life.	Every	doubt,	every	regret,	all	washed	away	forever.”		Much	of	this	story	is	seen	through	the	eyes	of	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney),	whose	book	inspired	the	film.	He	comes	first	as	an	observer,	bringing	his	movie	camera.	When	a	reporter	asks	if	he	is	part	of	“God’s	forever	family,”	he	shrugs,	“I	don’t	really	know	what	a	family	feels	like.”	He	finds	himself
drawn	to	the	sense	of	community,	purpose,	and	spirituality	Smith	and	Frisbee	are	offering.	He	is	also	drawn	to	Cathe	(Anna	Grace	Barlow,	engagingly	natural),	though	it	takes	a	bit	longer	to	figure	that	out.	The	real-life	Greg	Laurie	is	a	pastor,	married	to	Cathe.		The	“contributing”	parishioners	say	they	feel	uncomfortable.	Smith	tells	them	that	perhaps	that	should	be	his	purpose.	The	people	he	wants	to	comfort	are	the	young	people	seeking	God,	not	those	who	think	they	already	found	Him.	And	yet,	that	is	just	what	this	film	does	not	do.	Smith	promises
forgiveness,	freedom,	and	acceptance,	“No	guilt	trips.	This	is	your	home.”	In	other	words,	comfort.	Yet,	when	Smith	and	Frisbee	have	an	acrimonious	split	after	Frisbee	starts	exhibiting	signs	of	instability	and	grandiosity,	all	we	learn	is	a	brief	text	over	the	end	credits	that	they	later	reconciled.	There	is	nothing	about	the	troubled	years	covered	in	the	documentary,	“Frisbee:	The	Life	and	Death	of	a	Hippie	Preacher.”	This	film	is	capably	made	but	superficial.	It’s	tricky	to	balance	acceptance,	guidance,	and	consequences;	it	is	impossible	to	make	everyone	feel
equally	valued	all	the	time.	“Jesus	Revolution”	is	more	of	a	wistful	wish	to	bring	in	a	wave	of	new	followers	than	an	effort	to	understand	what	they’ll	need	once	they’re	there.	To	quote	Jack	Kornfield,	from	another	faith	tradition,	“after	the	ecstasy	comes	the	laundry.”		Now	playing	in	theaters.		Joel	CourtneyBorn:	January	31,	1996Birthplace:Monterey,	California,	USA	Greg	LaurieBorn:	December	10,	1952Birthplace:	Long	Beach,	California,	USABio:	Found	Christianity	through	Lonnie	Frisbee	and	Chuck	Smith	Anna	Grace	BarlowBorn:	July	17,
1994Birthplace:Birmingham,	Alabama,	USA	Cathe	MartinBorn:	January	30,	1955Birthplace:	Long	Beach,	California,	USABio:	Future	Wife	of	Greg	Laurie	Jonathan	RoumieBorn:	July	1,	1974Birthplace:New	York	City,	New	York,	USA	Lonnie	FrisbeeBorn:	June	6,	1949Birthplace:	Costa	Mesa,	California,	USADeath:	March	12,	1993,	Orange	County,	California,	USA	(AIDS	complications)Bio:	Street	Preacher	Influential	in	the	Jesus	Movement	Kelsey	GrammerBorn:	February	21,	1955Birthplace:St.	Thomas,	U.S.	Virgin	Islands	Pastor	Chuck	SmithBorn:	June	25,
1927Birthplace:	Ventura,	California,	USADeath:	October	3,	2013,	Newport	Beach,	California,	USA	(lung	cancer)Bio:	Pastor	of	Calvary	Chapel	Julia	CampbellBorn:	March	12,	1962Birthplace:Huntsville,	Alabama,	USA	Kay	SmithBorn:	June	14,	1927Death:	August	13,	2021,	California,	USABio:	Wife	of	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	Kimberly	Williams-PaisleyBorn:	September	14,	1971Birthplace:Rye,	New	York,	USA	Charlene	McDanielBorn:	November	13,	1928Birthplace:	Friendship,	Arkansas,	USADeath:	January	2,	2003Bio:	Greg	Laurie's	Mother	Historical	Accuracy
(Q&A):The	Jesus	Revolution	true	story	reveals	that	it	was	a	national	spiritual	awakening	that	began	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California	and	spread	across	the	country.	Also	called	the	"Jesus	Movement,"	it	gained	traction	after	members	of	the	group,	in	particular	Lonnie	Frisbee	(played	by	The	Chosen's	Jonathan	Roumie),	met	a	pastor	named	Chuck	Smith	(portrayed	by	Kelsey	Grammer),	who	opened	the	doors	of	his	church,	Calvary	Chapel,	to	the	wandering	youth	in	hopes	to	bring	them	closer	to	God.	As	the	revolution	expanded,	the
members	of	the	movement	were	nicknamed	"Jesus	people"	or	"Jesus	freaks."	One	characteristic	of	the	members	was	that	they	largely	rejected	vices	like	alcohol	and	drugs,	which	had	been	commonly	associated	with	hippies,	and	replaced	them	with	religion.Early	on	in	Chuck	Smith's	Calvary	Chapel	movement,	a	woman	at	the	church	rented	a	small	house	for	young	people	to	live	in,	and	soon	after,	a	realtor	offered	a	motel	he	owned	to	be	used	as	another	commune	(Calvary	Chapel	Magazine).	A	few	of	the	young	people	even	stayed	in	Chuck	Smith's	home	for	a
time.	While	most	young	people	in	the	Calvary	Chapel	movement	did	not	live	in	communes,	many	other	young	people	in	the	Jesus	Movement	did.	Like	in	the	film,	as	Calvary	Chapel	Church	could	no	longer	hold	the	rapidly	expanding	congregation,	they	erected	a	large	tent	in	1971	that	became	a	hub	of	the	Jesus	Movement	for	two-and-a-half	years.	"The	Tent"	as	it	was	known	held	three	Sunday	morning	services,	concerts	on	most	nights,	and	Bible	studies.When	the	growing	Calvary	Chapel	movement	outgrew	the	church	building,	they	began	meeting	in	a	circus
tent.	The	congregation	expanded	from	800	to	over	2,000	members.	Photo:	Calvary	ChapelWhat	year	was	the	Jesus	Revolution?A	Jesus	Revolution	fact-check	reveals	that	the	evangelical	Christian	movement	began	in	the	late	1960s	on	the	West	Coast	of	the	United	States.	It	spread	across	North	America	and	reached	Europe	and	Central	America	before	it	died	off	in	the	late	1980s,	with	the	most	impactful	part	of	the	movement	lasting	not	more	than	a	decade.	It	spawned	the	formation	of	several	denominations	and	organizations,	as	well	as	the	creation	of	youth
groups	for	young	worshippers.	It	also	influenced	the	evolution	of	the	modern-day	Christian	left	and	Christian	right.	The	music	associated	with	the	Jesus	Movement,	dubbed	"Jesus	music,"	eventually	evolved	into	the	contemporary	Christian	music	industry.Yes.	Jesus	Revolution	is	based	on	Pastor	Greg	Laurie's	book	Jesus	Revolution:	How	God	Transformed	an	Unlikely	Generation	and	How	He	Can	Do	It	Again	Today,	which	tells	the	story	of	the	Jesus	Movement	in	California	in	the	1970s.	Laurie	is	portrayed	by	Joel	Courtney	in	the	film.Were	members	of	Chuck
Smith's	church	hesitant	to	welcome	hippies	into	their	congregation?Yes.	An	investigation	into	the	Jesus	Revolution	fact	vs.	fiction	reveals	that	Pastor	Chuck	Smith's	church,	Calvary	Chapel,	was	sort	of	dying	at	the	time	and	struggling	to	attract	new	members.	It's	true	that	many	of	the	older,	more	conservative	members	clashed	with	the	young	hippies	that	Smith	was	welcoming	in,	disagreeing	with	them	regarding	their	views	on	life	and	religion.	The	real	story	confirms	that	some	of	the	older	members	even	quit	the	church.	As	in	the	film,	the	young	people	gave
Calvary	Chapel	Church	new	life	and	many	new	members.	However,	at	the	same	time,	they	were	altering	traditional	Christian	worship	by	blending	it	with	their	hippie	sensibilities,	which	certainly	had	its	detractors.Yes.	As	indicated	by	the	photos	at	the	top	of	the	page,	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	hippie	who	embraced	Christianity,	was	indeed	a	real	person.	Like	in	the	Jesus	Revolution	movie,	he	helped	bring	thousands	of	kids	to	Christ	by	way	of	his	charismatic	preaching.	Fans	of	The	Chosen	TV	series	will	immediately	recognize	the	actor	who	portrays	Frisbee,	Jonathan
Roumie,	who	interestingly	plays	Jesus	in	that	series.	Yes.	The	true	story	confirms	that	the	ocean	baptisms	indeed	happened.	The	filmmakers	returned	to	the	location	of	the	real-life	baptisms,	which	took	place	at	Pirates	Cove	in	Southern	California.	Producer	Kevin	Downes	said	that	a	real	pastor	who	was	part	of	the	actual	movement	was	present	for	the	beach	scenes	and	even	performed	several	real	baptisms	in	the	ocean	while	he	was	there	(presumably	on	crew	members	who	had	found	Jesus	during	their	work	on	the	movie).	-Liberty	University	PanelOn	an
interesting	side	note,	Kelsey	Grammer	wasn't	the	only	actor	attached	to	the	role	of	Chuck	Smith.	Comedian	Jim	Gaffigan	had	been	initially	cast	to	play	Smith	but	was	replaced	by	Grammer.The	real	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	and	Lonnie	Frisbee	are	pictured	at	a	baptism	at	Pirate's	Cove	in	Newport	Beach	during	the	days	of	the	Jesus	Movement.	Photo:	Greg	Laurie	FacebookDid	Greg	Laurie	convert	to	Christianity	after	meeting	street	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee?Yes.	In	answering	the	question,	"Is	Jesus	Revolution	accurate?"	we	discovered	it's	true	that	Greg	Laurie	hadn't
been	raised	with	religion	as	part	of	his	life.	"My	mother	was	beautiful.	She	literally	was	a	dead	ringer	for	Marylin	Monroe.	She	was	married	and	divorced	seven	times,"	Laurie	told	Kirk	Cameron	on	the	TBN	show	Takeaways.	"She	was	a	raging	alcoholic,	and	when	I	say	alcoholic,	she	passed	out	every	night.	She	would	get	in	raging	drunken	brawls	with	her	husbands	and	boyfriends	in	between.	So	I	had	to	grow	up	really	quick."	Laurie	said	that	he	bounced	around	somewhat,	living	with	his	mom	for	a	time,	his	grandparents	for	a	time,	and	was	sent	to	military
school.	"So,	it	was	a	very	unusual	upbringing,	but	it	got	me	searching	for	answers	at	a	very	early	age."	Instead	of	wondering	if	he	was	going	to	make	the	football	team	like	other	boys	his	age,	he	sat	around	and	wondered	about	the	meaning	of	life,	believing	it	had	to	be	better	than	what	he	had	experienced.In	the	late	60s	when	he	was	around	16	years	of	age,	Greg	Laurie	became	involved	in	the	drug	culture,	which	he	was	told	would	expand	his	consciousness	and	make	him	more	aware.	"I	started	smoking	marijuana	pretty	much	every	day,"	said	Laurie,	"and
taking	LSD."	His	frequent	drug	use	went	on	for	about	a	year	and	a	half	until	one	day	he	experienced	a	bad	trip.	He	heard	a	voice	telling	him	he	was	going	to	die.	"I	looked	in	the	mirror	and	I	saw	my	face	melting	and	I	saw	my	skull	exposed.	I	was	so	scared,	so	I	thought,	'I	don't	wanna	do	drugs	anymore.	I	hate	this.	I	hate	this	life	I've	chosen.'"Greg	Laurie	(left)	is	pictured	at	his	high	shool	graduation.	Joel	Courtney	(right)	portrays	Laurie	in	the	movie.	Photo:	Greg	Laurie	Facebook	Like	the	film,	Greg	Laurie	met	the	charismatic	hippie	street	preacher	Lonnie
Frisbee	(portrayed	by	Jonathan	Roumie)	on	the	campus	of	Harbor	High	School	in	Newport	Beach,	California	in	1970.	A	pretty	girl	who	was	a	"Jesus	freak"	had	caught	his	attention	and	in	trying	to	get	close	to	her,	he	found	himself	sitting	on	the	lawn	with	a	group	of	Christians	and	ended	up	hearing	Lonnie	Frisbee	preach.	Captivated	by	Frisbee's	message,	Laurie	rediscovered	his	faith	and	asked	Christ	to	come	into	his	life.	He	then	began	attending	Pastor	Chuck	Smith's	Calvary	Chapel	Church	and	eventually	led	a	Bible	study	with	30	attendees.	This	gave	way	to
the	formation	of	an	affiliate	church,	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	which	has	become	one	of	the	largest	churches	in	the	country.Greg	Laurie	married	Catherine	"Cathe"	Martin	in	1974.	The	couple	is	portrayed	by	Joel	Courtney	and	Anna	Grace	Barlow	in	the	movie.	Photo:	Greg	Laurie	FacebookAccording	to	Greg	Laurie,	this	moment	in	the	film	indeed	happened	in	real	life.	"I	was	kinda	hanging	around	with	him	for	a	few	months	after	my	conversion,"	Laurie	said	while	speaking	to	Christian	rapper	Ruslan	KD	on	his	Bless	God	Studios	YouTube	channel.	"[Lonnie]
was	praying	for	some	people,	and	I	was	just	standing	there	to	the	side,	and	he	turns	to	me	and	he	says,	'The	Lord	just	told	me	you're	gonna	preach	to	thousands	of	people	around	the	world.'	I'm	like	dumbfounded.	I	didn't	even	preach	a	single	sermon	[at	that	point].	I	mean,	I	drew	a	cartoon	booklet.	That	was	my	claim	to	fame.	So,	this	was	really	surprising."Greg	Laurie	would	go	on	to	start	his	own	church,	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	which	has	become	one	of	the	largest	churches	in	the	country,	with	a	congregation	of	15,000.	Just	as	Lonnie	Frisbee	predicted,
Laurie	has	preached	to	thousands	of	people.	In	addition,	his	large-scale	evangelistic	events	called	Harvest	Crusades	have	been	attended	by	more	than	six	million	people	and	his	TV	programs	have	reached	millions	more.	-Harvest.orgDuring	the	filming,	was	actor	Jonathan	Roumie	the	same	age	that	Lonnie	Frisbee	was	when	the	real-life	events	unfolded?No.	The	real	Lonnie	Frisbee	was	much	younger	than	actor	Jonathan	Roumie	was	at	the	time	of	filming.	In	fact,	Roumie,	who	was	approximately	47	when	the	movie	was	filmed,	is	more	than	double	the	age	of
Frisbee,	who	was	in	his	early	20s	at	the	time	of	the	real-life	events.Were	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	and	Lonnie	Frisbee	controversial	figures?Yes.	Anyone	who	has	dug	into	the	Jesus	Revolution	true	story	will	understand	that	there	is	a	certain	amount	of	controversy	around	both	Chuck	Smith	and	Lonnie	Frisbee,	who	are	portrayed	in	the	movie	by	Kelsey	Grammer	and	Jonathan	Roumie.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	falsely	predicted	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981	at	the	latest.	When	New	Year's	Eve	passed	in	1981	and	the	end	didn't	happen,	a	number	of	baffled	followers	left
the	Calvary	Chapel	movement.	Still,	despite	Smith's	flaws,	the	movement	he	helped	launch	brought	thousands	of	young	people	to	Christ.	His	church	grew	to	encompass	an	international	family	of	more	than	1,700	churches	around	the	world	(CalvaryChapel.com).Pictured	above	are	the	real	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	(left)	and	actor	Kelsey	Grammer	(right)	as	Smith	in	the	movie.	Photos:	Calvary	Chapel	Magazine	|	Lionsgate	Lonnie	Frisbee	led	a	bit	of	a	double	life.	He	would	party	on	Saturday	night	and	preach	on	Sunday	morning.	In	fact,	he	got	his	unofficial	start	in
evangelism	in	1967	at	age	17	by	reading	the	Bible	to	those	around	him	while	tripping	on	LSD.	Frisbee	was	only	involved	in	the	Calvary	Chapel	movement	for	a	short	period	but	was	described	by	Greg	Laurie	as	the	"spark"	that	helped	launch	it.	Frisbee	was	also	a	semi-closeted	gay	man	who	died	of	AIDS-related	complications	in	1993.In	an	interview	with	Ruslan	KD,	Greg	Laurie	said	that	Lonnie	Frisbee	had	fallen	away	from	the	church	to	some	degree	after	leaving	the	Calvary	Chapel	movement.	Initially,	Frisbee	had	moved	to	Florida	to	work	on	his	marriage	to
Connie	Bremer,	which	ended	in	divorce	in	1973.	"He	fell	away.	So,	okay,	that	may	trouble	some	people,"	said	Laurie.	"'Why	are	you	making	a	movie	about	Lonnie	Frisbee?'	It's	not	a	movie	about	Lonnie	Frisbee.	It's	a	movie	about	the	Jesus	Movement.	Lonnie	Frisbee	played	a	role.	To	not	put	him	in	there	is	to	edit	history.	Chuck	Smith	played	a	role.	[The	movie]	shows	how	I	came	to	faith,	Cathy	came	to	faith,	during	that	time.	So,	hello,	welcome	to	life.	God	uses	flawed	people.	...	Just	because	someone	is	used	by	God	doesn't	mean	they	don't	have	the	ability	to
walk	away	from	it."Laurie,	who	went	to	visit	Frisbee	while	he	was	in	hospice	care	before	he	died,	says	that	he	believes	Frisbee	repented	and	had	come	back	to	the	Lord.Did	Greg	Laurie	want	to	be	a	cartoonist	before	becoming	a	pastor?Yes.	Like	in	the	movie,	Greg	Laurie	was	an	aspiring	cartoonist	before	he	became	a	pastor.	During	his	days	in	the	Jesus	movement,	his	cartoon	characters	appeared	in	tracts	that	were	handed	out.	"I	did	little	booklets	we	called	tracts	and	a	comic	book	featuring	[the	characters].	All	of	these	publications	had	the	Gospel	in	them	and
people	came	to	Christ	reading	them!"	Laurie	said	in	a	Facebook	post.	"For	a	long	time,	I	was	known	as	'The	cartoonist	who	preaches'.	Now,	people	are	surprised	to	find	out	that	I	used	to	do	this.	I	still	doodle	a	bit	here	and	there	but	that’s	it.	.	.	For	now."	Pictured	below	are	two	of	the	characters	that	Laurie	drew	during	the	Jesus	movement,	"Ben	Born	Again"	and	his	dog.	Ben	was	dreamed	up	in	1972	when	Laurie	was	18.	The	character's	name	is	an	obvious	play	on	words.Pictured	is	Greg	Laurie's	character	"Ben	Born	Again"	that	he	created	in	1972	when	he	was
18.	Photo:	Greg	Laurie	Facebook	The	Jesus	Revolution	spawned	what	was	called	"Jesus	music."	It	evolved	from	the	fact	that	the	young,	counterculture	Christians	were	hungry	for	songs	that	spoke	to	what	Jesus	meant	to	them.	Musicians	who	were	part	of	the	Jesus	Movement	performed	at	various	venues,	including	churches,	campuses,	and	the	numerous	"Christian	coffeehouses"	that	had	sprung	up	across	the	country.	In	1971,	Pastor	Chuck	Smith	of	Calvary	Chapel	founded	the	first	Christian	rock	label	when	he	started	Maranatha!	Music.	As	the	Jesus	Movement
came	to	an	end	in	the	1980s,	Jesus	music	underwent	a	transformation	into	the	multibillion-dollar	contemporary	Christian	music	of	today.	To	learn	more	about	this,	check	out	the	Erwin	Brothers'	documentary	The	Jesus	Music.Much	like	what	was	started	during	the	Jesus	Movement,	for	several	decades	now,	many	churches	across	the	country	have	opted	to	embrace	contemporary	Christian	songs	instead	of	traditional	worship	music.	While	their	congregations	have	grown	larger	as	a	result,	some	have	argued	that	despite	the	songs	focusing	on	faith,	love,	and
triumphs	through	Jesus,	they	deviate	too	far	from	the	Word	of	God	and	blur	the	lines	with	secular	music,	especially	with	regard	to	the	concert-like	performances	put	on	in	some	churches,	complete	with	laser	lights	and	stage	crews.	Critics	argue	that	these	performances	are	more	entertainment-driven	than	biblically-driven,	and	ultimately,	while	attractive,	represent	the	Devil's	infiltration	into	the	church.	Still,	some	will	point	out	that	modern	worship	songs	are	more	likely	to	influence	nonbelievers	than	traditional	worship	music,	thus	attracting	more	people	to
Christianity.What	inspired	Christian	director	Jon	Erwin	to	make	Jesus	Revolution?During	a	Liberty	University	panel	in	early	February	2023,	director	Jon	Erwin	(I	Can	Only	Imagine,	I	Still	Believe,	American	Underdog)	said	that	he	got	the	idea	to	make	the	movie	after	coming	across	an	old	TIME	Magazine	on	eBay	with	an	image	of	Jesus	on	the	front,	underneath	the	headline	"The	Jesus	Revolution"."Seven	years	ago,	I	found	this	magazine	on	eBay,"	Erwin	said	as	he	held	up	the	June	21,	1971	issue	for	the	audience	to	see,	"and	I	was	like,	'What	is	this?'	Jesus	was	on
the	cover	of	TIME	Magazine,	four	years	after	there	was	a	TIME	Magazine	cover	that	just	was	very	bleak,	it	said,	'Is	God	Dead?'	Four	years	later,	Jesus	is	on	the	cover	of	TIME,	and	there's	this	10-page	article	that	just	talks	about	how	God	swept	this	country	at	a	time	of	despair	and	division,	sounds	pretty	familiar,	and	I	studied	it	for	seven	years.	...	And	we	were	just	dreaming	of	being	able	to	make	this	movie,	and	it's	a	miracle	that	Lionsgate	let	us	make	it,	a	movie	called	Jesus	Revolution."The	"Is	God	Dead?"	and	"The	Jesus	Revolution"	TIME	Magazine	covers
were	published	five	years	apart,	revealing	the	significant	shift	that	had	taken	place	in	the	culture.	Erwin	told	the	audience	at	Liberty	University	that	they	wanted	to	tell	the	story	of	the	last	great	awakening	in	America	because	he	believes	it's	going	to	happen	again.	"I	just	feel	in	my	soul	that	God's	gonna	do	this	again,	and	he's	gonna	do	it	in	your	time	and	in	your	generation.	...	So,	the	reason	we	made	it	was	to	say,	'Let's	tell	the	story	about	the	last	great	awakening	in	America	in	hopes	that	God	does	it	again.'"	Jesus	Revolution	Trailer	Share	—	copy	and
redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you
must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or
moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.
A
film	review	by	Paul	LeMay,	Vancouver	Volume	38		Issue	4,	5	&	6	|	Posted:	July	11,	2023A	quick	synopsis:	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	living	in	Southern	California.	The	film’s	title	was	derived	from	an	original	Time	Magazine	cover	story	that	came	out	June	21,	1971.	The	film	version,	released	on	February	24,	2023,	stars	Kelsey	Grammer	as	the	minister	of	a	rather	staid	protestant	church	in	California,	Jonathan	Roumie	as	the	itinerant	free-spirited	hippy	preacher	and	Joel
Courtney	and	Anna	Grace	Barlow	as	the	messed-up	teens	looking	for	answers.	As	a	15-year-old	high	school	kid	at	the	time	the	original	Jesus	Revolution	article	appeared	in	Time	Magazine,	I	can	attest	from	first-hand	experience	that	the	cover’s	artwork,	reminiscent	of	Peter	Max’s	Yellow	Submarine	film	for	the	Beatles,	definitely	captures	some	of	the	feel	and	flavor	of	those	heady	times.	Indeed,	as	I	recall,	my	parents	actually	subscribed	to	Time	at	the	time.	I	also	remember	those	times	as	a	church-going	Catholic	who	took	part	in	what	our	French-language
parish	then	called	“La	messe	des	jeunes”	(or	“The	Young	People’s	Mass”).	The	“radical”	alternative	service	took	place	in	the	church	basement	concurrently	with	the	more	conventional	Mass	upstairs	which	continued	to	be	draped	in	its	rather	dull	and	droning	organ	music,	at	least	that’s	how	it	sounded	to	the	ears	of	a	teen	used	to	hearing	rock	and	folk	music	on	the	radio.	By	contrast,	our	hipper	services	not	only	involved	folk	guitar,	the	celebrants,	usually	involving	a	younger	priest	assisted	by	a	younger	nun	wore	civies.	To	this	day,	I	can	still	recall	our
congregation	of	budding	long-hairs	being	handed	the	lyrics	to	Simon	and	Garfunkel’s	Bridge	Over	Troubled	Water,	and	then	quietly	listening	to	the	song	together,	and	then	“rapping”	about	it	all.	(And	yes,	rapping	at	the	time	meant	talking	about	what	we	thought	the	song	writers	meant.)	This	missive	was	then	followed	by	scripture	readings	for	that	Sunday	in	the	liturgical	year	that	thematically	matched	the	song	lyrics	we	had	just	considered.	The	connections	were	self-evident.	It	was,	to	say	the	least,	a	very	effective	approach	to	use	with	young	people.	Sadly,
many	of	the	parents	upstairs	didn’t	see	things	that	way.	They	didn’t	like	the	idea	of	their	kids	taking	part	in	what	my	dad	derisively	called	“The	Hippie	Mass”.	And	so	before	long,	the	whole	promising	experiment	was	dutifully	shutdown	by	the	Blue	Meanies	upstairs.	But	in	some	sense,	it	was	too	late.	We	had	come	to	understand	that	our	parents	were	more	interested	in	keeping	us	within	the	conformity	mode	of	their	own	thinking	than	in	allowing	us	to	find	our	own	spiritual	way	through	the	rapidly	reshaping	world	that	was	the	1960s.	Result?	Most	of	the	kids	I
knew,	me	included,	simply	stopped	going	to	church,	despite	our	parents’	wishes	and	repeated	prodding.	Little	could	they	appreciate	that	this	new	Baby	Boom	generation	simply	found	the	conventional	church’s	approach	to	spirituality	to	be	entirely	irrelevant	to	their	lives.	The	Jesus	Revolution	film	not	only	did	an	excellent	job	capturing	these	same	sentiments,	it	also	addressed	many	of	the	other	related	themes	present	in	that	era.	Indeed,	I	was	happy	to	see	the	film’s	writers	didn’t	duck	all	of	the	drug	experimentation	that	was	going	on	then,	but	instead	went	at
the	question	head-on.	I	know	I	certainly	saw	the	same	thing	going	on	all	through	the	1970s	within	my	own	circle	of	friends	then.	What	the	writers	also	got	right,	as	was	voiced	by	the	young	upstart	street	preacher	character	Lonnie	Frisbee,	was	that	beneath	all	of	the	drug-taking	was	a	thirst	for	spiritual	answers.	That	argument	certainly	resonated	with	me,	both	then	and	now.	To	my	own	mind,	the	desire	to	escape	the	existential	pain	and	emptiness	of	a	world	obsessed	with	material	consumerism	helped	fuel	my	generation’s	willingness	to	experiment	with	mind-
altering	substances	–	a	theme	that’s	just	as	valid	today	as	it	was	then.	At	present,	drug-taking	is	still	seen	as	a	cool	thing	to	do	when	you’re	a	teen,	as	evidenced	by	teen	use	of	the	party	rave	drug	ecstasy	(a.k.a.	MDMA).	And	it	hasn’t	helped	that	our	culture	has	actually	become	even	more	permissive	around	the	whole	drug-taking	proposition.	One	need	only	look	at	the	legalization	of	cannabis	use	in	Canada	in	recent	years,	and	now	the	British	Columbian	government’s	willingness	to	permit	the	use	of	several	much	harder	and	more	addictive	substances,	such	as
heroin	and	cocaine.	And	this	doesn’t	even	touch	on	the	fashionable	use	of	various	“plant	medicines”	such	as	ayahuasca	and	psilocybin	in	both	new-age	and	traditional	native	vision	quest	circles.	But	even	these	can	only	offer	a	temporary	reprieve	for	what	ails	us,	namely	the	unrelenting	sense	of	separation	from	our	soul’s	undying	spiritual	source,	our	divine	Creator.	This	is	part	of	the	larger	love	message	that	is	on	abundant	display	in	this	film.	Our	indwelling	connection	to	God	isn’t	something	we	need	invent,	nor	is	it	something	we	can	buy.	It	patiently	waits
inside	us	for	the	day	we	suddenly	decide	to	pay	serious	attention	to	the	reality	of	the	divine	omnipresence.	All	we	need	do	is	genuinely	surrender	the	hubris	of	our	ego’s	ultimate	powerlessness	in	the	face	of	God.	While	I	certainly	found	the	film	to	be	both	an	uplifting	and	a	tearfully	inspiring	experience,	the	only	deficiency	I	found	was	what	I	have	long	known	and	observed	in	our	western	approach	to	religion,	namely,	an	over-emphasis	on	scriptural	teachings	while	engaging	in	a	rather	feeble	hit-and-miss	approach	when	it	comes	to	Christ’s	experiential	examples
as	teachings.	As	deeply	meaningful	as	scripture-based	teachings	are,	how	western	religions	tend	to	convey	our	Lord’s	experiential	lessons	generally	fall	well	short	of	any	clear	articulation	of	which	techniques	we	should	use	to	implement	these	experiential	examples.	We	speak	of	Jesus’s	40	day	fasting	journey	into	the	desert,	and	his	prayerful	meditative	periods	on	hill	tops	or	secluded	in	a	garden	where	He	could	recharge	his	spiritual	batteries	after	a	long	day	of	teaching	and	healing	in	his	community.	But	when	do	we	say,	we	too	need	to	integrate	such	practices
into	our	lives	as	part	of	our	own	daily	spiritual	practice?	On	this	score,	the	institutional	versioning	of	Christ’s	church	remains	sadly	wanting.	And	yet	the	Christian	tradition	is	abundantly	rich	with	a	contemplative	and	meditative	tradition	that	speaks	to	this	very	question.	But	even	to	this	day,	these	traditions	receive	little	more	than	polite	lip	service	in	our	various	mainstream	Christian	denominations,	and	little	effort	is	made	to	see	that	we	integrate	them	into	our	daily	spiritual	practice.	So,	as	much	as	I	loved	this	film,	and	I	did	love	it,	I	nonetheless	came	away
from	it	feeling	like	I	was	slightly	short-changed	on	this	score.	That’s	not	the	fault	of	the	film	or	filmmakers	of	course.	They	were	simply	trying	to	faithfully	retell	an	original	true	story	that	took	place	in	Southern	California.	But	the	film	reminded	me	of	one	glaring	short-coming	that	our	mainstream	churches	continue	to	perpetuate:	an	absence	of	teachings	about	the	importance	of	our	own	inner	contemplative	lives	in	cultivating	our	own	relationship	with	the	divine.	This	for	me	remains	a	critical	dimension	of	Christ’s	teachings.	As	such,	I	feel	it	is	well	past	time	for
our	churches	to	start	teaching	and	integrating	practices	like	meditation	into	their	congregational	assemblies.	To	do	no	less	reminds	me	of	the	days	when	my	own	parents	could	not	hear	the	needs	of	their	own	kids	when	it	came	to	the	relevance	of	the	Young	People’s	Mass	in	the	very	period	that	this	film	is	about.	Paul	H.	LeMay,	BA	(Psych)	is	a	long-time	ICN	contributor,	and	the	co-author	of	“Primal	Mind,	Primal	Games:	Why	We	Do	What	We	Do”	(	)
A
film	review	by	Paul	LeMay,	Vancouver	The	Jesus	movement	blended	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	Lonnie	Frisbee,	a	key	leader,	had	some	controversial	aspects	to	his	legacy.	The	movie	accurately	portrays	the	movement,	despite	some	controversies	being	left	out.	The	surprise	indie	box	office	hit	Jesus	Revolution	is	one	heck	of	a	true	story.	It	sees	the	real-life	"Jesus	freak"	movement	through	the	eyes	of	youth	minister	Greg	Laurie	(Joel	Courtney).	The	Jesus	movement	of	the	late	1960s	and	1970s	was	primarily	based	in	California.	It	essentially	tried	to
blend	some	of	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	hippie	counterculture	with	Evangelicalism.	This	blend	led	to	some	unsurprising	conflicts	(hippie	preacher	Lonnie	Frisbee,	portrayed	in	the	film	by	Jonathan	Roumie,	prohibited	homosexuality	despite	being	gay).	But	it	also	resulted	in	a	rapidly	expanding	movement	of	young	rebellious	people	who	found	an	alternative	lifestyle	in	the	form	of	born-again	Christianity.	As	we’ll	see,	there	are	some	controversial	beliefs	espoused	by	the	film’s	real-life	counterparts	that	are	largely	ignored	in	the	film.	Nonetheless,	these
controversies	are	not	essential	to	the	film’s	plot	and	Jesus	Revolution	is,	overall,	an	accurate	portrayal	of	a	fascinating	and	unique	religious	movement	that	has	largely	been	forgotten.	Release	Date	February	24,	2023	Director	Jon	Erwin,	Brent	McCorkle	Writers	Jon	Erwin,	Jon	Gunn,	Greg	Laurie,	Ellen	Vaughn	The	true	story	of	a	national	spiritual	awakening	in	the	early	1970s	and	its	origins	within	a	community	of	teenage	hippies	in	Southern	California.	The	“Jesus	Revolution”	Was	a	Real	Phenomenon	The	so-called	Jesus	movement	of	the	'60s	and	'70s	started	in
California	and	quickly	spread	throughout	the	world.	It	sought	to	combine	the	1960s	counterculture	and	the	“Me	decade”	attitude	of	the	1970s	with	evangelical	Christianity.	After	years	of	rebellion	against	the	establishment	values	of	mainstream	America,	young	hippies	found	something	both	comforting	and	refreshing	about	the	Jesus	movement’s	rebranding	of	old-school	Christianity.	Many	adherents	of	the	movement	lived	on	communes,	where	a	left-wing	alternative	lifestyle	could	be	combined	with	strict	social	conservatism.	In	other	words,	the	Jesus	movement
managed	to	find	a	way	to	appeal	to	rebellious	youth	without	fundamentally	compromising	their	Christian	beliefs.	As	the	movement	grew,	it	attracted	significant	attention	from	mainstream	news	outlets,	perhaps	most	notably	in	the	form	of	a	Time	magazine	cover	story	in	June	of	1971.	The	Jesus	movement	is	also	credited	with	launching	and	popularizing	the	Christian	rock	music	industry.	The	nascent	genre	simply	added	Christian-themed	lyrics	to	a	popular	sound,	thus	making	religion	more	appealing	to	a	generation	of	youths	that	found	Gospel	music	to	be	too
old-fashioned.	Image	via	Lionsgate	Lonnie	is	one	of	the	primary	characters	in	Jesus	Revolution	and	perhaps	the	most	interesting	character	as	well.	On	a	superficial	level,	he	looked	like	one	would	expect	a	hippie	preacher	to	look.	He	had	long	hair,	a	beard,	and	tended	to	dress	in	a	fashionable	countercultural	style.	His	influence	on	Christianity	in	the	United	States	was	considerable.	He	co-founded	a	network	of	communes	called	House	of	Miracles,	which	later	grew	into	the	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers.	Through	these	institutions,	Frisbee	reached	out	to
disaffected	and	sometimes	drug-addicted	youth	who	were	desperately	in	need	of	some	sort	of	salvation.	As	detailed	in	a	feature	documentary	about	Frisbee,	his	legacy	continues	to	be	debated	among	both	believers	and	nonbelievers	to	this	day.	On	the	one	hand,	he	was	a	charismatic	preacher	who	claimed	to	be	a	prophet	and	have	the	ability	to	speak	in	tongues.	He	preached	a	message	consistent	with	mainstream	Christianity,	meaning	he	regarded	both	drug	use	and	homosexuality	as	sins.	On	the	other	hand,	he	was	a	closeted	gay	man	who	sometimes	used
illegal	substances	himself.	Eventually,	Frisbee’s	Shiloh	Youth	Revival	Centers	would	peter	out	of	existence	in	the	late	1980s,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	Jesus	movement.	Frisbee	would	tragically	die	of	AIDS	in	1993,	at	the	age	of	43.	Pastor	Chuck	Smith’s	(Kelsey	Grammer)	Calvary	Chapel	really	did	begin	inviting	hippies	and	other	members	of	the	Jesus	movement	into	the	church.	At	the	time,	Calvary	was	struggling	to	boost	its	membership	numbers	and	improve	its	finances,	so	the	acceptance	of	"Jesus	freaks"	helped	grow	the	church’s	congregation.	At	the	same
time,	the	older	church	members	sometimes	clashed	with	the	younger	folks.	In	real	life,	some	longtime	members	left	the	church	in	protest	over	the	inclusion	of	these	"Jesus	freaks."	Related	Discussing	the	two	biblical	musicals	of	1973.	As	depicted	in	the	film,	followers	of	the	Jesus	movement	were	indeed	baptized	in	the	Pacific	Ocean.	One	of	the	producers	of	Jesus	Revolution	has	said	that	a	pastor	from	the	Jesus	movement	actually	baptized	some	people	while	on	set.	The	film	also	accurately	portrays	Greg	Laurie’s	introduction	to	Frisbee.	Laurie	first	heard
Frisbee	speak	on	a	high	school	campus	in	California.	This	sparked	Laurie’s	conversion	to	Christianity,	and	he	soon	began	attending	Chuck	Smith’s	Calvary	Chapel.	In	1973,	Laurie	founded	the	Harvest	Christian	Fellowship,	a	megachurch	that	still	exists	today	and	counts	around	15,000	people	as	its	members.	Image	via	Lionsgate		While	Jesus	Revolution	is	meant	to	be	an	inspiring	faith-based	film	(and	it	certainly	achieves	its	goal),	it	does	tend	to	avoid	certain	controversial	details.	Admittedly,	these	details	are	not	crucial	parts	of	the	story.	Nonetheless,	it’s	hard
to	fully	form	an	opinion	about	the	real-life	people	involved	without	knowing	the	extent	of	their	beliefs.	Aside	from	Frisbee’s	controversial	legacy,	Chuck	Smith	is	also	well-known	for	wrongly	predicting	that	the	world	would	end	by	1981.	Members	of	Calvary	Chapel	gathered	on	New	Years	in	1981	in	anticipation	of	the	apocalypse,	only	to	go	home	alive	and	confused.	Smith	also	suggested	that	the	September	11th	terrorist	attacks	might	be	God’s	punishment	for	legal	abortion.	Laurie	has	also	faced	criticism	for	being	anti-gay,	most	notably	when	advocacy	groups
called	for	him	to	be	disinvited	from	participating	in	National	Day	of	Prayer	events	at	the	Pentagon	in	2013.	This	is	not	exactly	an	uncommon	criticism	for	many	Christian	pastors,	although	it	does	highlight	the	fact	that	participants	in	the	Jesus	movement	were	generally	not	socially	liberal,	despite	their	appeals	to	the	liberal	counterculture.	One	of	the	film’s	biggest	themes	is	the	idea	of	Christianity	being	used	to	bridge	the	cultural	divide	between	two	generations.	The	real	events	surrounding	the	film	certainly	back	up	this	theme.	Although	some	members	of
Calvary	Chapel	did	leave	the	church	due	to	the	influx	of	Jesus	freak	hippies,	most	stayed	and	formed	meaningful	bonds	with	members	of	a	generation	they	previously	didn’t	understand	and/or	care	for.	Despite	the	ability	of	shared	religious	faith	to	unite	disparate	groups	of	people,	Christianity	nonetheless	continues	to	struggle	today	with	the	schism	between	more	liberal	believers	tolerant	of	the	LGBT	community	and	older	adherents	who	stand	by	their	belief	that	homosexuality	is	a	sin.	Jesus	Revolution	is	available	to	stream	on	Netflix	in	the	U.S.	Watch	on
Netflix


