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What is professional ethics in early childhood education

Designed especially for early childhood education and care environments, and based on the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1991) the ECA Code of Ethics reflects current pedagogical research and practice, providing a framework for reflection about the ethical responsibilities of early childhood
professionals who work with or on behalf of children and families in early childhood settings. Early Childhood Australia recognises that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been nurturing and teaching children on this land for thousands of years. The ECA Code of Ethics acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
traditional ways of being and caring for children. This Code is not intended to, and could not possibly provide easy answers, formula, or prescriptive solutions for the complex issues early childhood professionals face in their work. As an aspirational document, it does provide a basis for critical reflection, a guide for professional behaviour,
and principles to inform individual and collective decision-making. Early Childhood Australia’s Code of Ethics publications Ethics in Action: A practical guide to implementing the ECA Code of Ethics This easy-to-use practical guide is suitable for all educators, managers, leaders and childhood professionals caring for children from birth to
12 years of age. This essential  guide to the ECA Code of Ethics clearly explains what a ‘code of ethics’ means in everyday practice. With case studies, scenarios and provocations to help guide you in your everyday ethical implementation. ECA Code of Ethics Brochure Outlines ECA’s Code of Ethics in easy-to-follow point form. Click here
to access a printable version of the ECA Code of Ethics brochure. The printed Code of Ethics Brochure can be purchased here. ECA Code of Ethics A1 Poster Sets out the ECA Code of Ethics in clear print and is suitable for display on notice boards in ECEC centres and early childhood training environments. The Code of Ethics Poster
can be purchased here. ECA Code of Ethics Professional Learning The common dictionary defines ethics as follows: A Code of Ethical Conduct can be thought of as a promise that we will behave in an ethical manner A set of moral principlesA guiding philosophyThe discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty and
obligation“Ethics is the study of right and wrong, or duty and obligation that involves critical reflection on morality and the ability to make choices between values and the examination of the moral dimension of relationships” (NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct glossary) Defining ethics is just the beginning to understanding ethics. As early
educators, we need to practice and explore the concept of ethics. Doing so will lead us to the foremost values of working directly with children, families, co-workers, and programs. The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) recognizes the need to support early educators in moral and ethical implications.
NAEYC provides a tool: the Code of Ethical Conduct, which helps us keep the promises we have made to the profession of early childhood education and care. Code of Ethical Conduct A Code of Ethical Conduct can be thought of as a promise that we will behave in an ethical manner. It also helps reinforce our commitment to ethics.
NAEYC states: Code of Ethical Conduct - Defines the core values of the field and provides guidance for what professionals should do when they encounter conflicting obligations or responsibilities in their work. We can begin to better understand NAEYC’s Code of Ethical Conduct by reviewing its Core Values: Core Values: Standards of
ethical behavior in early childhood care and education are based on commitment to the following core values that are deeply rooted in the history of the field of early childhood care and education. We have made a commitment to: Appreciate childhood as a unique and valuable stage of the human life cycleBase our work on knowledge of
how children develop and learnAppreciate and support the bond between the child and familyRecognize that children are best understood and supported in the context of family, *culture, community, and societyRespect the dignity, worth, and uniqueness of each individual (child, family member, and colleague)Respect diversity in children,
families, and colleaguesRecognize that children and adults achieve their full potential in the context of relationships that are based on trust and respectRespect the critical role of a knowledgeable, competent, and diverse early childhood care and education workforce in supporting the development and learning of young children (NAEYC
Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Adult Educators)Base practice on current and accurate knowledge of the fields of early childhood education, child development, adult development and learning, as well as other relevant disciplines (NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Adult
Educators)Recognize that we have many responsibilities—to children, families, personnel, governing boards, sponsoring agencies, funders, regulatory agencies, the community, and the profession—and that the well-being of the children in our care is our primary responsibility, above our obligations to other constituencies. (NAEYC Code
of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Program Administrators)Recognize the importance of and maintain a humane and fulfilling work environment for personnel and volunteers. (NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Program Administrators)Be committed to the professional development of
staff. (NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Program Administrators) *Culture includes ethnicity, racial identity, economic level, family structure, language, and religious and political beliefs, which profoundly influence each child’s development and relationship to the world. Our responsibility: Reflecting ethical
conduct Reflecting a code of ethical conduct is our responsibility as early educators. How do you reflect ethical conduct? Find out more about ethics and consider using NAEYC’s Code of Ethical Conduct as a tool to help. References National Association of the Education of Young Children. NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and Statement
of Commitment. Retrieved June 25, 2012 National Association of the Education of Young Children. NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood Adult Educators. Retrieved June 25, 2012. National Association of the Education of Young Children. NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct – Supplement for Early Childhood
Program Administrators. Retrieved June 25, 2012. Tips 10-11 Helping PEI families make the early years count Français This code of ethics contains the principles by which members of the Early Childhood Development Association of Prince Edward Island adhere to while working with children. An early childhood educator’s first obligation
is to the children in his/her care. The early childhood educator respects and accepts each child as they are; regardless of their race, creed, emotional or physical appearance. Early childhood educators consider the child’s interests, needs and abilities and utilize them to fulfill the child’s potential. Early childhood educators create an
environment which helps children develop self-confidence and trust in themselves and others. Early childhood educators facilitate the development of the whole child. The early childhood educator has a moral and legal responsibility to report suspected cases of child abuse. Obligation to Families Families are of primary importance in
children’s development. The term family may include others, besides parents, who are responsibly involved with the child. Early Childhood Educators acknowledge a responsibility to collaborate with both the home and school. Early childhood educators recognize the role of parents as primary caregivers and the educator’s role as one
which is supportive to the family and the child. Early childhood educators respect the parent’s knowledge of their child. Early childhood educators maintain confidentiality regarding knowledge obtained in the daily dealing with children. Early childhood educators maintain open communication with the child’s family. Early childhood educators
respect different family values and beliefs. Obligation to One’s Self and Colleagues Early childhood educators often rely on a team approach. Good relations with co-workers are essential to achieve quality service. It is important to establish and maintain settings and relationships that support productive work and meet professional needs.
Early childhood educators make continued efforts to improve professionally by actively pursuing knowledge regarding developments in the early childhood education field. Early childhood educators respect other colleagues as professionals. Early childhood educators share knowledge with colleagues. Early childhood educators maintain
confidentiality about colleague’s views. Early childhood educators work in a climate of trust and confidence which empowers them to speak and act in the best interests of children. what is ethics in early childhood education. what is professional ethics in education. what is code of ethics in early childhood education
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