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No new notifications You’ll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. Some Android phones store temporary files used for things like OS updates in a cache partition. You may have seen recommendations across the web suggesting that you clear this partition from time to time—but is that a good
idea? What Is the System Cache and What Data Is Stored There? Some time ago, in the days before Nougat, Android used a system cache to store system update files. Android has since moved away from that, preferring a different method for installing updates. Many modern phones don’t even have a system cache now. If yours has a system cache, it
will be on a separate partition from your primary phone storage. Files stored there don’t take up any user-accessible space—clearing your system cache won’t allow you to download any new apps, store files, or save more cat photos. The system cache is also different from cached app data, which is data stored by apps and specific to that particular
app. For example, Spotify stores streamed music in its cache file for faster (and offline) playback. Every app has its own cache file which is separate from the system cache file and does take up user-accessible space. Clearing that cache is a great way to free up space—just keep in mind that the app will rebuild the cache as you use it, so clearing it
isn’t a permanent fix if you need more space. RELATED: Why Android No Longer Needs a Cache Partition Should You Wipe the System Cache? Wiping the system cache shouldn’t cause any trouble, but it’s also not likely to help much either. The files that are stored there allow your device to access commonly referenced information without having to
rebuild it constantly. If you wipe the cache, the system will rebuild those files the next time your phone needs them (just like with app cache). While we don’t recommend clearing the system cache—especially regularly or for no reason—there are occasions where it can help. For example, sometimes, these files can become corrupted and cause issues.
If you are experiencing trouble on your phone and you’re out of options, you're welcome to give this a try. How to Wipe Your Phone’s System Cache As mentioned, some phones don’t have a system cache partition. We tested several phones, and only those by OnePlus and Alcatel allowed us to clear the cache. Samsung Galaxy, Google Pixel, and phones
from Oppo and Honor had no such option, for example. As with many things in Android, your mileage may vary. To wipe your phone’s system cache, you will first need to restart the device in recovery mode. To do so, power off the device, then press and hold the power and volume down button until the phone powers back on. If this doesn’t work, the
button combination may be different on your device—refer to the user documentation if necessary. You may be asked to enter a password. If so, enter your lock screen password to enter recovery mode. On some devices, the touchscreen may work in recovery, allowing you to tap the option you want to select. On others, you'll need to navigate the
different options by pressing the volume up and down buttons, using the power button as the “enter” key. From here, the process will depend on your specific device, but you'll be looking for a “Wipe cache” option of some kind. You may need to consult the documentation for your particular device if you're having issues. Once you’ve found the correct
option, however, select it. Since this is an irreversible decision, some devices may ask you to confirm that you want to proceed. Once you confirm, it should only take a few seconds to wipe that partition clean. When it finishes, use the reboot option in recovery to boot your phone back into the OS. Your phone will power up normally, and you're all set!
Long-time Android power users will be all too familiar with the “clear cache” option in recovery, but thanks to some recent changes to how Android works, the cache partition is a thing of the past. Here’s why. Traditionally, Android would download an update, store it on the cache partition, and then apply it to the system partition when the device was
rebooted. This process takes a little bit of time, then the OS has to “optimize” after the reboot is complete in order to clean up the installation. It’s not a bad system, per se—it’s just not as efficient as it could be. Starting with Android Nougat, Google implemented a new update system that mimics what the company has been using on Chrome OS for
years. This new seamless update system is the entire reason the cache partition is no longer needed. While we have a much longer explanation on what the new update system is and how it works, here’s the skinny. The new system still uses two partitions, but they’re both system partitions. Instead of downloading an update to the cache partition, and
then applying it the current system partition, the system has two identical system partitions. The update file is then applied to the dormant partition while you continue to use the existing system partition like normal. Then, when you reboot the phone to complete the update, the system partitions are simply swapped—the updated partition becomes
the new main system partition, while the other becomes dormant until another update is released. RELATED: Android Nougat’s “Seamless Updates”, Explained This way, instead of the phone needing to be out of commission while it updates, the entire process happens in the background. The update is downloaded and applied while you continue to
use your phone, and a simple reboot is all it takes to swap the partitions. The best part is that this reboot doesn’t take much longer than a normal reboot, so you're back in business within a few seconds. This new system eliminates the need for a cache partition altogether, so if you're using a newer phone that is taking advantage of seamless updates,
then you won't see the “clear cache” option in recovery. Of course, this only applies to new phones—older models that shipped with a cache partition will continue to use said partition and the traditional update model, regardless of what version of Android they’re using. There’s nothing worse than your phone running slowly, apps crashing or freezing,
or pages failing to load in your web browser. Did you realize that the problem could be caused by your phone’s cache? The cache is made up of small pieces of information stored by your web browsers and apps in order to improve performance, and when cached files become overloaded or corrupted, performance issues are often the result. So, like
those laggy web pages, crashing apps, or stuttering games. Don’t worry — there’s a quick and easy way to clear your cache on Android, and we’re about to show you how. If this doesn’t help the situation, you might want to try restarting your phone in safe mode to determine if it’s a third-party app that’s causing your performance issues. And if all
else fails, performing a factory reset may be your best option. Although it will wipe all your data, so don’t forget to backup everything first! Clearing your browser cache on Android Clearing your browser cache regularly is a good habit to get into to ensure you don’t encounter any issues with websites. The steps below may vary slightly depending on
which phone you’re using and which version of Android you’'re on. We’'re using a Samsung Galaxy S20 FE running Android 11. Here’s how to clear your browser cache: Open Chrome on your phone. Tap the three-dot menu at the top right. From the drop-down menu that appears, tap History, then choose Clear Browsing Data. You can clear all data or
choose the time range you’d like under the Time Range menu. Check the Cached Images and Files box. Tap Clear Data. Clearing your app cache on Android If your favorite app stops responding, crashes, or freezes, clearing the cache could help. Note that clearing the app cache won’t delete any account information, so there’s no need to worry about
getting locked out. Just follow these steps: Open Settings on your phone. Tap Battery and Device Care. Tap Storage. Scroll down to Cached Files. A dialog box should appear asking you if you want to clear caches for all apps. Tap OK. You might find you’re unable to clear the cache for all apps on some phones, but you can still clear the cache for any
individual apps causing you issues. Here’s how to do that: Swipe up from the home screen to bring up the Apps menu. Go to Settings and tap on Apps. Locate the app that you’d like to clear the cache for. Tap Storage. Tap Clear Cache. If none of the above steps — including starting your phone in safe mode and performing a factory reset — solve your
issues, it might be time to get in touch with your carrier or the phone’s manufacturer to see about a repair or replacement. Editors' Recommendations As a suburban mom, my car is my home base. (Or it was in pre-pandemic times, anyway.) If there was a tiny chance I might need something someday while I was out and about, it lived in the car.
Sunscreen? Check. Diapers? A whole case, in the trunk. Wipes? Probably a couple packages. There’s a problem with that last one, though.Yes, you can have wipes in your car, but don’t count on storing them there long-term. Whether they’re baby wipes, facial wipes or “flushable” butt wipes (which absolutely should not be flushed), the temperature
extremes of a car’s interior don’t make for a suitable storage spot. Leave them there and eventually your wipes will either dry out or get really gross.A lot of us don’t wear sunscreen nearly as often as we should. Sometimes that’s because we don’t...Read morel’ve seen the former possibility happen with my own car stash of wipes. An abandoned pack
of wipes will likely be too dry to be useful after a few months in the trunk.But there’s more. The FDA, in a consumer fact sheet, points out that wipes left in a hot car all summer may end up growing bacteria or mold, as heat can break down the preservatives in the wipes. (Yep, wipes have preservatives, otherwise they would be moldy all the time.)As
your wipes bake in the heat, a lack of preservatives combines with a warm, wet environment can result in bacterial or mold growth in the wipes. Since you’'re probably using said wipes to get germs off your hands (or your kid’s butt), this is counterproductive. So what should you do? I wouldn’t sweat the occasional afternoon in a car, but try to keep
your wipes out of there as much as possible. Keep them in the diaper bag, for example, and take the bag out of the car when you can. That way the wipes will be fresh and clean when you need them.
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