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Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,
and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	I	recently	installed	Ubuntu	20.04	on	my	Lenovo	ideaPad	530.	At	first	I	could	connect	to	my	network	but	after	a	while	connection	distributed	and	then	in	setting	it	says	it	couldn't	find	WiFi	adapter.I	tried	to	reinstall	it	but	it
doesn't	seem	to	work.lspci	-knn	|	grep	Net	-A3;	rfkill	list02:00.0	Network	controller	[0280]:	Realtek	Semiconductor	Co.,	Ltd.	RTL8822BE	802.11a/b/g/n/ac	WiFi	adapter	[10ec:b822]	(rev	ff)	Kernel	driver	in	use:	rtw_pci	Kernel	modules:	rtwpci03:00.0	Non-Volatile	memory	controller	[0108]:	Phison	Electronics	Corporation	E12	NVMe	Controller
[1987:5012]	(rev	01)0:	ideapad_wlan:	Wireless	LAN	Soft	blocked:	no	Hard	blocked:	no1:	ideapad_bluetooth:	Bluetooth	Soft	blocked:	yes	Hard	blocked:	no2:	hci0:	Bluetooth	Soft	blocked:	yes	Hard	blocked:	no3:	phy0:	Wireless	LAN	Soft	blocked:	no	Hard	blocked:	no	1	Fix	The	Error	No	Wi	Fi	Adapter	Found	In	Ubuntu	Regarding	operating	systems,
Ubuntu	Linux	is	the	one	to	take	the	top	spot.	This	is	likely	due	to	the	care	canonical	the	company	behind	develops	and	maintains	Ubuntu	has	put	in	making	it	user-friendly	and	robust	in	terms	of	features	that	appeal	to	broader	audiences.	However,	issues	with	the	wireless	adapter	are	a	frequent	problem	in	many	operating	systems,	and	the	same	on
Ubuntu	is	no	exception.	When	we	encounter	this	error,	it	simply	means	that	Ubuntu	cannot	detect	the	Wi-fi	adapter	that	is	physically	connected.	This	is	the	error	that	prevents	users	from	getting	access	to	the	internet.	Given	the	increasing	reliance	on	the	internet	for	almost	anything,	resolving	this	issue	as	early	as	possible	is	crucial.	Indeed,	this	is	a
critical	problem	as	it	prevents	you	from	connecting	to	the	internet	wirelessly	on	your	device,	but	at	the	same	time,	fixing	it	is	rather	easy	and	quick.	This	guide	will	provide	a	comprehensive	overview	of	the	error	No	WiFi	Adapter	Found	in	Ubuntu	system,	its	potential	causes,	and	effective	troubleshooting	steps.	By	the	end	of	this	guide,	we	hope	youll
be	able	to	navigate	and	resolve	this	issue	confidently,	ensuring	your	Ubuntu	experience	remains	as	seamless	and	efficient	as	possible.	Wi-Fi	adapters	provide	your	computer	with	a	wireless	connection	facility,	hence	letting	you	connect	to	nearby	Wi-Fi	networks.	Modern	laptops,	office	computers,	and	high-end	personal	desktops	are	equipped	with
inbuilt	Wi-Fi	adapters.	There	is	a	high	chance	that	your	device	is	running	a	Wi-Fi	adapter	from	some	of	the	major	wireless	adapters	brands	like	Intel,	Broadcom,	or	Realtek.	You	will	need	a	working	internet	connection	to	install	the	additional	drivers	for	the	network	adapter.	You	can	use	your	iPhone	or	Android	as	a	wired	connection	usingUSB	tethering
or	an	Ethernet	cable	to	access	the	internet.	If	you	are	using	your	phone,	dont	worry;	it	will	just	cost	a	few	megabytes	of	data.	First,	we	must	check	whether	your	PC	can	recognize	the	Wi-Fi	Adapter.	To	perform	this	diagnosis,	follow	the	steps	below:	1.	Open	the	terminal	by	pressing	CTRL+ALT+T	2.	Enter	the	following	command:	The	hardware	lister
(lshw)	can	provide	a	detailed	description	of	your	network	device	using	the	above	command.	Note	down	the	product	name.	List	Wireless	interface	using	the	lshw	command	If	the	details	of	the	wireless	adapter	are	not	listed	as	shown	in	the	image	above,	follow	the	steps	below.	If	you	are	using	a	laptop,	there	is	a	high	probability	that	it	is	equipped	with
an	internal(PCI)	wireless	adapter.	To	list	all	the	PCI	devices,	enter	the	following	command	in	the	terminal:	Look	for	the	network	controller	in	the	list	of	PCI	devices,	it	should	look	like	this:	04:00.0	Network	controller:	Realtek	Semiconductor	Co.,	Ltd.	RTL8822CE	802.11ac	PCIe	Wireless	Network	Adapter	If	you	are	using	an	external	wireless	adapter	via
USB,	enter	the	following	code:	Your	network	adapter	might	show	up	like	this:	Bus	001	Device	003:	ID	0bda:8179	Realtek	Semiconductor	Corp.	RTL8188EUS	802.11n	Wireless	Network	Adapter	Once	you	have	identified	the	build/model	of	the	wireless	adapter,	you	can	proceed	to	the	next	steps.	Before	proceeding	to	install	the	driver,	update	the	apt
repositories	using:	sudo	apt-get	update	&&	sudo	apt-get	upgrade	Below	are	the	steps	to	install	the	wireless	adapter	drivers	from	different	manufacturers.	1.	Download	the	latest	Realtek	rtlwifi	codes	repository	from	this	GitHub	link	2.	Extract	the	downloaded	ZIP	file	and	go	to	the	newly	created	folder	called	rtw88-master	Open	the	terminal	in	the
extracted	folder	3.	Open	the	terminal	in	the	current	directory	and	enter	the	following	commands	one	by	one:	4.	Reboot	your	device.	If	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	still	not	detected,	run	the	following	command	(Please	replace	with	the	appropriate	module	name):	sudo	modprobe	-r	&&	sudo	modprobe	For	Broadcom	devices,	you	just	need	to	enter	the	following
code	and	then	reboot	your	device:	sudo	apt-get	install	--reinstall	bcmwl-kernel-source	1.	Download	the	suitable	Intel	wireless	adapter	firmware	from	this	official	link	2.	Extract	the	contents	of	the	downloaded	file	and	open	the	terminal	in	the	extracted	folder	3.	Enter	the	following	code:	sudo	cp	*.ucode	/lib/firmware	This	code	will	copy	the	files	to	the
firmware	directory,	hence	installing	the	required	Intel	drivers.	There	can	be	other	possibilities	if	the	issue	is	still	not	fixed	on	your	device,	such	as:	Your	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	malfunctioning	Your	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	not	supported	by	the	current	version	of	the	Linux	kernel	Your	device	is	experiencing	hardware	problems	In	this	case,	you	can	always	explore	the
inexpensive	option	of	using	an	external	USB	Wi-Fi	adapter.	Most	of	the	newer	models	are	compatible	with	Linux	and	work	just	as	well	as	the	internal	ones.	Configuring	hardware	devices	on	Linux-based	systems	is	a	daunting	task	when	needed	to	be	done	manually.	The	plethora	of	network	interface	components	in	the	market	has	also	made	the
installation	more	complex,	but	we	have	tried	to	make	this	guide	inclusive	for	almost	all	possible	modules.	Nevertheless,	we	hope	this	guide	can	walk	you	through	the	solution	easily.	How	to	install	a	Jellyfin	server	on	Debian	based	distributions	How	to	Install	AMD	PRO	Drivers	on	Ubuntu-based	Distributions	I	recently	installed	Ubuntu	20.04	on	my
Lenovo	ideaPad	530.	At	first	I	could	connect	to	my	network	but	after	a	while	connection	distributed	and	then	in	setting	it	says	it	couldn't	find	WiFi	adapter.I	tried	to	reinstall	it	but	it	doesn't	seem	to	work.lspci	-knn	|	grep	Net	-A3;	rfkill	list02:00.0	Network	controller	[0280]:	Realtek	Semiconductor	Co.,	Ltd.	RTL8822BE	802.11a/b/g/n/ac	WiFi	adapter
[10ec:b822]	(rev	ff)	Kernel	driver	in	use:	rtw_pci	Kernel	modules:	rtwpci03:00.0	Non-Volatile	memory	controller	[0108]:	Phison	Electronics	Corporation	E12	NVMe	Controller	[1987:5012]	(rev	01)0:	ideapad_wlan:	Wireless	LAN	Soft	blocked:	no	Hard	blocked:	no1:	ideapad_bluetooth:	Bluetooth	Soft	blocked:	yes	Hard	blocked:	no2:	hci0:	Bluetooth	Soft
blocked:	yes	Hard	blocked:	no3:	phy0:	Wireless	LAN	Soft	blocked:	no	Hard	blocked:	no	1	Ubuntu	will	sometimes	stop	detecting	the	wireless	adapter.	This	can	happen	seemingly	out	of	nowhere,	or	after	a	major	event	like	a	version	upgrade.	It	is	possible	that	theres	some	hardware	issue.	For	instance,	you	mightve	accidentally	turned	off	a	physical
wireless	switch	on	your	device.	Or,	your	WiFi	adapter	couldve	died.	Most	of	the	time	though,	users	encounter	this	problem	because	the	wireless	drivers	are	missing.	Ultimately,	there	are	a	lot	of	potential	causes.	So,	well	explain	how	you	can	narrow	down	and	troubleshoot	the	problem	in	your	case	in	this	article.	First,	you	should	specify	network	as	the
class	and	use	the	lshw	command.	This	should	list	your	wireless	adapter	as	the	output.	sudo	lshw	-c	network	You	can	also	use	the	lspci	or	lsusb	commands	depending	on	whether	youre	using	a	PCIe	wireless	card	or	a	USB	adapter.	lspci	-v	lsusb	If	your	adapter	isnt	listed	by	any	of	these	commands,	the	kernel	isnt	detecting	the	device	at	all.	You	can	try
reseating	the	wireless	adapter	and	ensure	that	the	connection	isnt	loose.	If	that	doesnt	help,	the	device	might	just	be	dead.	You	could	borrow	a	USB	WiFi	adapter	to	quickly	test	this.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	adapter	is	listed,	you	should	verify	that	it	hasnt	been	accidentally	disabled.	sudo	rfkill	list	If	your	wireless	LAN	device	is	soft-blocked	(couldve
happened	because	of	some	key	combo),	unblock	it	with	the	command	shown	below.	sudo	rfkill	unblock	all	If	its	hard-blocked,	check	for	a	physical	switch	on	your	device	that	toggles	wireless	services	on/off.	Refer	to	your	device	manual	if	you	dont	know	where	it	is.	On	the	software	end,	missing	or	corrupt	wireless	drivers	are	the	main	reason	why	the
adapter	doesnt	work.	There	are	a	couple	of	ways	to	fix	this.	You	could	try	upgrading	the	kernel	for	starters.	But	first,	ensure	the	WiFi	driver	is	enabled.	Open	Software	&	Updates	and	switch	to	the	Additional	Drivers	tab.	Make	sure	a	driver	source	is	selected	here	instead	of	the	Dont	use	device	option.	When	Ubuntu	22.04	was	released,	many	users
complained	that	their	wireless	adapter	wasnt	working.	This	was	due	to	some	bugs	with	the	5.15	kernel	that	it	shipped	with.	If	youre	using	a	modern	wireless	card	but	an	old	kernel,	the	kernel	may	not	support	the	hardware.	Essentially,	there	are	many	reasons	why	updating	the	Ubuntu	kernel	to	a	newer	stable	version	could	resolve	this	problem.	Since
the	WiFi	isnt	working,	you	can	use	Ethernet	or	USB	Tethering	to	download	the	kernel	files.	You	could	also	download	the	files	on	a	different	machine	and	copy	them	offline.	If	this	doesnt	help,	you	can	try	installing	the	wireless	drivers	manually.	Depending	on	which	brand	of	wireless	card	youre	using,	the	further	steps	will	vary.	In	my	case,	Im	using	a
Broadcom	card	on	my	machine.	For	Broadcom	cards,	first	remove	the	existing	driver	files.	sudo	apt	purge	bcmwl-kernel-source	Now	install	the	driver	using	apt.	As	mentioned	earlier,	you	can	use	another	connection	method	like	Ethernet	for	this.	Or,	you	can	download	the	files	on	another	machine,	copy	them,	and	install	the	driver	offline.	sudo	apt
install	firmware-b43-installer	bcmwl-kernel-source	For	Realtek	adapters,	search	for	your	adapter	model	on	the	official	Realtek	site.	Youll	find	Linux	drivers	as	well	on	the	Software	Download	page.	Download	the	archive	and	extract	the	files.	Then,	go	inside	the	extracted	directory,	open	the	terminal,	and	check	the	readme	file	for	instructions.	Usually,
youll	have	an	autorun	script	that	you	can	run	to	install	the	driver	like	so	sudo	./autorun.sh	For	Intel	cards,	first,	download	the	appropriate	driver	for	your	card.	Extract	the	files	from	the	archive	and	open	the	terminal	in	this	folder.	Use	the	following	command	to	copy	the	files	to	the	firmware	directory.	sudo	cp	*.ucode	/lib/firmware	Its	frustrating
enough	when	your	computer	drops	connections	or	fails	to	connect	to	your	Wi-Fi	networkand	its	easy	to	wonder	if	theres	anything	you	can	do	at	all	when	dealing	with	the	Ubuntu	Wi-Fi	adapter	not	found	error.	Theres	no	need	to	despair:	its	possible	to	fix	Ubuntu	Wi-Fi	that	isnt	working	with	just	a	few	troubleshooting	steps.	1.	Verify	That	the	Wi-Fi
Adapter	Is	Recognized	The	no	Wi-Fi	adapter	found	Ubuntu	error	has	multiple	potential	causes,	including	legitimate	issues	with	your	computers	Wi-Fi	adapter,	driver	issues,	and	even	Linux	kernel	bugs.	First	and	foremost,	its	vital	to	check	whether	Ubuntu	is	recognizing	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	to	begin	with.	You	can	do	this	with	a	simple	command,	but
youll	need	to	install	it	first.	Open	the	terminal	and	enter:	sudo	apt	updatesudo	apt-get	install	lshw	Once	the	package	has	been	installed,	youll	need	to	check	whether	a	wireless	device	is	found	with	lshw.	If	the	system	recognizes	your	Wi-Fi	adapter,	a	brief	description	of	the	device	should	appear.	Enter	the	following	to	check	for	a	wireless	interface
device:	sudo	lshw	-C	network	If	the	above	command	didnt	find	any	wireless	interface	device,	youll	need	to	try	a	few	alternative	commands.	In	most	cases,	your	computer	will	use	an	internal	PCI	adapterand	you	can	use	the	following	to	check	for	one:	lspci	If	youre	using	an	external	USB	Wi-Fi	adapter,	youll	need	to	take	a	different	approach	to	check	if	it
is	recognized.	Enter	the	following	and	check	whether	a	wireless	adapter	is	listed	in	the	devices	printed:	lsusb	If	you	werent	able	to	find	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	with	any	of	the	above	commands,	your	system	may	lack	the	drivers	necessary	to	recognize	the	adapter.	You	can	check	for	new	adapters	by	opening	Software	&	Updates	and	navigating	to	the
Additional	Drivers	tab.	If	any	drivers	are	available,	select	Using	for	the	driver,	then	finalize	the	changes	by	clicking	Apply	Changes.	Unfortunately,	sometimes	the	previous	methods	still	arent	enough	to	find	and	install	the	right	Wi-Fi	drivers.	Depending	on	the	manufacturer	of	your	Wi-Fi	adapterwhich	may	be	Intel,	Realtek,	or	Broadcomthere	are
specific	methods	you	can	use	to	download	drivers.	If	you	have	an	Intel	Wi-Fi	adapter,	youll	need	to	install	the	original	Intel	firmware,	extract	the	driver	from	the	zipped	folder,	and	open	the	terminal	in	the	folder	by	right-clicking	on	the	Files	window	and	selecting	Open	in	Terminal.	Next,	enter	the	following	to	copy	the	files	to	your	firmware	directory:
sudo	cp	*.ucode	/lib/firmware	Likewise,	you	can	download	the	latest	Realtek	drivers	from	the	rtw88	GitHub	directory.	Click	Code	>	Download	ZIP,	extract	the	folder	containing	the	firmware,	and	open	the	terminal	in	the	extracted	folder.	Enter	the	following	to	install	the	new	firmware	files:	makesudo	make	install	Next,	restart	your	computer.	If	Ubuntu
doesnt	recognize	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	after	the	reboot,	youll	need	to	use	the	modprobe	command	to	force	it.	Before	you	can	do	that,	you'll	need	to	enter	the	first	command	to	determine	the	kernel	driver	in	use.	Once	it's	printed,	substitute	it	as	[wifi-module]	in	the	second	command	to	force	the	module	to	load:	lspci	-nnk	|	grep	-A2	0280sudo	modprobe	-r
[wifi-module]	&&	sudo	modprobe	[wifi-module]	Broadcom	Wi-Fi	adapters	offer	the	easiest	driver	installation	process.	You	can	check	for	and	install	any	new	drivers	by	entering	the	following	and	restarting	your	PC:	sudo	apt-get	install	--reinstall	bcmwl-kernel-source	If	your	Wi-Fi	still	isnt	working,	the	underlying	cause	might	be	that	your	computer	lacks
the	proper	firmware	files.	You	can	check	whether	any	issues	with	missing	firmware	files	have	been	flagged	by	your	computer	with:	sudo	dmesg	|	grep	firmware	If	the	output	contains	any	error	messages,	youll	need	to	install	firmware.	Generally,	its	possible	to	find	these	missing	firmware	files	and	install	them	with:	sudo	apt-get	install	linux-firmware	If
you	have	a	newly-released	Intel	Wi-Fi	adapter,	the	firmware	may	not	be	packaged	in	linux-firmware	yetbut	you	can	find	it	on	the	Intel	website.	If	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	malfunctioning,	installing	new	Ubuntu	Wi-Fi	drivers	might	not	be	sufficient	to	fix	your	connectivity	issues.	Installing	a	new	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	the	best	way	to	check	if	the	issue	is	the	old
adapter	itselfand	you	can	do	so	easily	with	the	help	of	a	USB	Wi-Fi	adapter,	which	is	just	as	effective	as	PCI-e.	Most	electronics	vendors	offer	a	wide	selection	of	USB	Wi-Fi	adapters.	You	should	match	the	protocol	of	your	adapterlikely	802.11n	or	802.11acto	the	protocol	of	your	router.	Plug	the	adapter	into	your	PC	and,	if	you	determine	one	is
available,	install	the	appropriate	driver.	If	your	original	Wi-Fi	adapter	was	the	issue,	you	should	now	be	able	to	connect	to	the	internet.	If	your	Ubuntu	system	uses	a	version	5.x	Linux	kernel,	you	might	be	encountering	the	Ubuntu	Wi-Fi	not	working	issue	due	to	a	bug	associated	with	the	kernel.	This	is	particularly	likely	to	be	the	case	if	your	Ubuntu
wireless	driver	issues	suddenly	develop	after	updating	the	Linux	kernel.	You	can	change	kernel	versions	by	restarting	your	PC.	Wait	for	your	device	to	load	the	typical	Ubuntu	boot	menu.	Instead	of	selecting	Ubuntu,	scroll	down	to	select	Advanced	options	for	Ubuntu	from	the	options	menu.	All	available	versions	of	the	Linux	kernel	will	be	listed.	Scroll
down	to	choose	an	alternative	kernel	version,	press	Enter,	and	allow	your	PC	to	boot.	Check	whether	your	Wi-Fi	issues	were	resolved.	If	none	of	the	previous	troubleshooting	steps	were	sufficient	to	resolve	the	Ubuntu	Wi-Fi	adapter	not	found	error,	it	might	be	time	to	consider	using	a	tethered	internet	connection.	If	you	have	a	wireless	router,	you	can
accomplish	this	by	connecting	your	PC	to	your	router	with	an	Ethernet	cable.	You	can	tether	your	PC	to	the	cellular	connection	of	your	iPhone	or	Android	using	its	charging	cable.	One	of	the	most	frustrating	issues	on	Ubuntu	is	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	not	found	error.	Luckily,	resolving	connectivity	issues	on	Ubuntu	is	a	simple	process	as	long	as	you	follow
the	right	troubleshooting	steps.	Once	youve	restored	your	Wi-Fi	access,	youre	all	set	to	enjoy	surfing	the	web	with	Ubuntu.	Ubuntu	will	sometimes	stop	detecting	the	wireless	adapter.	This	can	happen	seemingly	out	of	nowhere,	or	after	a	major	event	like	a	version	upgrade.	It	is	possible	that	theres	some	hardware	issue.	For	instance,	you	mightve
accidentally	turned	off	a	physical	wireless	switch	on	your	device.	Or,	your	WiFi	adapter	couldve	died.	Most	of	the	time	though,	users	encounter	this	problem	because	the	wireless	drivers	are	missing.	Ultimately,	there	are	a	lot	of	potential	causes.	So,	well	explain	how	you	can	narrow	down	and	troubleshoot	the	problem	in	your	case	in	this	article.	First,
you	should	specify	network	as	the	class	and	use	the	lshw	command.	This	should	list	your	wireless	adapter	as	the	output.	sudo	lshw	-c	network	You	can	also	use	the	lspci	or	lsusb	commands	depending	on	whether	youre	using	a	PCIe	wireless	card	or	a	USB	adapter.	lspci	-v	lsusb	If	your	adapter	isnt	listed	by	any	of	these	commands,	the	kernel	isnt
detecting	the	device	at	all.	You	can	try	reseating	the	wireless	adapter	and	ensure	that	the	connection	isnt	loose.	If	that	doesnt	help,	the	device	might	just	be	dead.	You	could	borrow	a	USB	WiFi	adapter	to	quickly	test	this.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	adapter	is	listed,	you	should	verify	that	it	hasnt	been	accidentally	disabled.	sudo	rfkill	list	If	your	wireless
LAN	device	is	soft-blocked	(couldve	happened	because	of	some	key	combo),	unblock	it	with	the	command	shown	below.	sudo	rfkill	unblock	all	If	its	hard-blocked,	check	for	a	physical	switch	on	your	device	that	toggles	wireless	services	on/off.	Refer	to	your	device	manual	if	you	dont	know	where	it	is.	On	the	software	end,	missing	or	corrupt	wireless
drivers	are	the	main	reason	why	the	adapter	doesnt	work.	There	are	a	couple	of	ways	to	fix	this.	You	could	try	upgrading	the	kernel	for	starters.	But	first,	ensure	the	WiFi	driver	is	enabled.	Open	Software	&	Updates	and	switch	to	the	Additional	Drivers	tab.	Make	sure	a	driver	source	is	selected	here	instead	of	the	Dont	use	device	option.	When	Ubuntu
22.04	was	released,	many	users	complained	that	their	wireless	adapter	wasnt	working.	This	was	due	to	some	bugs	with	the	5.15	kernel	that	it	shipped	with.	If	youre	using	a	modern	wireless	card	but	an	old	kernel,	the	kernel	may	not	support	the	hardware.	Essentially,	there	are	many	reasons	why	updating	the	Ubuntu	kernel	to	a	newer	stable	version
could	resolve	this	problem.	Since	the	WiFi	isnt	working,	you	can	use	Ethernet	or	USB	Tethering	to	download	the	kernel	files.	You	could	also	download	the	files	on	a	different	machine	and	copy	them	offline.	If	this	doesnt	help,	you	can	try	installing	the	wireless	drivers	manually.	Depending	on	which	brand	of	wireless	card	youre	using,	the	further	steps
will	vary.	In	my	case,	Im	using	a	Broadcom	card	on	my	machine.	For	Broadcom	cards,	first	remove	the	existing	driver	files.	sudo	apt	purge	bcmwl-kernel-source	Now	install	the	driver	using	apt.	As	mentioned	earlier,	you	can	use	another	connection	method	like	Ethernet	for	this.	Or,	you	can	download	the	files	on	another	machine,	copy	them,	and	install
the	driver	offline.	sudo	apt	install	firmware-b43-installer	bcmwl-kernel-source	For	Realtek	adapters,	search	for	your	adapter	model	on	the	official	Realtek	site.	Youll	find	Linux	drivers	as	well	on	the	Software	Download	page.	Download	the	archive	and	extract	the	files.	Then,	go	inside	the	extracted	directory,	open	the	terminal,	and	check	the	readme	file
for	instructions.	Usually,	youll	have	an	autorun	script	that	you	can	run	to	install	the	driver	like	so	sudo	./autorun.sh	For	Intel	cards,	first,	download	the	appropriate	driver	for	your	card.	Extract	the	files	from	the	archive	and	open	the	terminal	in	this	folder.	Use	the	following	command	to	copy	the	files	to	the	firmware	directory.	sudo	cp	*.ucode
/lib/firmware	Experiencing	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	error	on	Ubuntu	can	be	frustrating,	especially	when	youre	depending	on	a	stable	internet	connection	for	work,	studies,	or	leisure.	This	issue	may	arise	after	a	fresh	installation,	an	update,	or	hardware	changes.	Fortunately,	this	comprehensive	guide	will	walk	you	through	understanding	the
problem,	diagnosing	the	issue,	and	implementing	viable	solutions.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	Linux	user	or	a	beginner,	youll	find	valuable	insights	and	steps	to	get	your	Wi-Fi	up	and	running	efficiently.	Understanding	the	ProblemThe	No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found	error	indicates	that	your	system	does	not	recognize	your	Wi-Fi	hardware	or	that	the	required
drivers	are	not	installed.	This	issue	can	be	caused	by	several	factors,	including:Incompatible	Drivers:	If	Windows	drivers	are	installed	or	if	the	drivers	are	outdated,	the	system	might	fail	to	recognize	the	Wi-Fi	adapter.Hardware	Issues:	Sometimes,	the	issue	stems	from	a	hardware	malfunction	in	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	itself	or	when	its	improperly
connected.Disabled	Hardware:	Your	Wi-Fi	adapter	might	be	turned	off	either	by	a	physical	switch	on	your	laptop	or	via	software	settings.Kernel	Module	Issues:	The	kernel	may	not	be	loading	the	correct	module	needed	to	operate	your	Wi-Fi	adapter.Region	Settings:	Incorrect	regional	settings	can	sometimes	lead	to	hardware	compatibility
problems.Network	Manager	Issues:	Your	Network	Manager	might	not	be	functioning	correctly,	preventing	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	from	being	recognized.Before	diving	into	troubleshooting,	its	essential	to	gather	some	information	about	your	systems	hardware	configuration	and	the	current	state	of	your	network	settings.Step	1:	Checking	System	Hardware
and	RecognitionUse	the	TerminalFirst,	open	your	terminal	by	pressing	Ctrl	+	Alt	+	T.	In	the	terminal,	enter	the	following	command	to	list	your	network	devices:	lspci	-nnk	|	grep	-i	net	-A3This	command	helps	in	identifying	network	devices	in	your	system.	Look	for	an	entry	that	mentions	your	Wi-Fi	adapter.	If	there	is	no	mention	of	a	Wi-Fi	device,	it
could	mean	the	adapter	isnt	recognized	at	all,	either	due	to	hardware	issues	or	driver	problems.Check	Kernel	ModulesNext,	check	if	the	appropriate	kernel	module	for	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	is	loaded.	Use	the	following	command:sudo	iwconfigThis	command	will	show	wireless	network	interfaces.	If	you	receive	a	message	stating	no	wireless	extensions,	it
suggests	that	your	Wi-Fi	driver	is	either	not	installed	or	not	functioning	correctly.	Step	2:	Examining	Driver	IssuesOnce	youve	confirmed	that	your	hardware	is	present,	check	if	the	required	drivers	are	installed	and	properly	configured.Updating	Your	SystemBefore	looking	into	specific	drivers,	ensure	that	your	Ubuntu	system	is	fully	updated.
Run:sudo	apt	updatesudo	apt	upgradeThis	updates	your	package	list	and	installs	the	latest	versions	of	the	packages.	After	this,	reboot	your	system.	Checking	for	Additional	DriversUbuntu	may	have	proprietary	drivers	available	for	your	hardware.	To	check	for	these,	go	to:SettingsSoftware	&	UpdatesAdditional	DriversHere	you	can	see	options	for
proprietary	drivers.	If	available,	select	the	appropriate	driver	for	your	Wi-Fi	adapter,	apply	changes,	and	reboot.Step	3:	Installing	Drivers	ManuallyIf	no	drivers	appeared	in	the	Additional	Drivers	section	or	the	issue	persists,	you	may	need	to	install	the	drivers	manually.	Identifying	Your	Wi-Fi	Adapter	ModelUsing	the	earlier	command,	lspci,	find	the
exact	model	of	your	Wi-Fi	adapter.	With	this	information,	you	can	search	for	the	appropriate	drivers	online	or	on	forums	such	as	Ubuntu	Forums	or	Ask	Ubuntu.Installing	Drivers	from	the	TerminalFor	many	Wi-Fi	adapters	(e.g.,	Broadcom,	Realtek),	drivers	are	available	in	the	repositories.	For	example,	if	you	have	a	Broadcom	adapter,	you	can	install
its	driver	with	the	following:sudo	apt	install	firmware-b43-installerFor	Realtek	devices,	you	might	need:	sudo	apt	install	rtlwifi-new-dkmsAfter	installing,	make	sure	to	run:sudo	modprobe	b43	#	or	whatever	the	driver	module	is	(replace	'b43')Compiling	Drivers	from	SourceIn	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	compile	the	driver	from	source.	This	is	common
for	very	new	hardware.	Obtain	the	source	code	from	the	manufacturers	site	or	repositories	like	GitHub.	The	general	steps	are:Download	the	source	code.Unzip	it	and	navigate	to	the	directory.Run	the	following	commands:makesudo	make	installAfter	installation,	run	sudo	modprobe	to	load	it.Step	4:	Checking	Network	ConfigurationAfter	ensuring	that
the	drivers	are	installed,	verify	your	network	configuration.	Restarting	Network	ServicesRestart	the	network	services	to	apply	your	changes:sudo	service	network-manager	restartThis	command	restarts	the	Network	Manager,	allowing	it	to	recognize	any	new	configurations	and	drivers.Checking	Network	InterfacesUse	the	following	command	to	check
if	the	network	interfaces	are	up	and	detected:	ip	aIf	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	appears	but	is	not	active,	you	might	need	to	bring	it	up	with:sudo	ifconfig	up	#	Replace	with	your	Wi-Fi	interfaceStep	5:	Hardware	TroubleshootingIf	the	software	fixes	youve	attempted	have	not	resolved	the	issue,	it	may	be	time	to	investigate	potential	hardware
problems.Checking	Physical	ConnectionIf	youre	using	an	external	Wi-Fi	adapter,	ensure	that	it	is	securely	connected.	For	internal	adapters,	if	youre	comfortable	with	hardware,	you	may	try	removing	and	reseating	the	card.	BIOS	SettingsSometimes,	Wi-Fi	adapters	can	be	disabled	in	the	BIOS.	Restart	your	computer	and	access	the	BIOS	settings
(usually	by	pressing	F2,	DEL,	or	Esc	shortly	after	powering	on).	Look	for	an	option	to	enable	or	disable	the	wireless	network	adapter.Testing	with	Live	USBTo	rule	out	issues	with	your	current	installation,	consider	testing	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	with	a	live	USB	session	of	Ubuntu.	If	it	works	without	any	configuration,	the	issue	is	likely	with	your	existing
installations	configuration	or	drivers.Step	6:	Advanced	SolutionsIf	all	else	fails,	consider	these	advanced	options.	Checking	dmesg	for	ErrorsThe	dmesg	command	provides	diagnostic	messages	generated	by	the	kernel.	Check	for	anything	related	to	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	with:dmesg	|	grep	-i	wifiExamine	the	messages	for	clues	indicating	what	might	be
wrong,	such	as	failed	driver	loads	or	hardware	errors.Using	rfkill	to	Check	for	BlocksSometimes,	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	may	be	soft-blocked	(disabled	via	software).	Check	for	this	with:	rfkill	list	allIf	the	Wi-Fi	state	shows	blocked,	unblock	it	with:sudo	rfkill	unblock	wifiFinal	Option:	Reinstall	UbuntuAs	a	last	resort,	if	you	are	unable	to	resolve	the	issue
after	trying	all	potential	solutions,	consider	backing	up	your	data	and	reinstalling	Ubuntu.	This	is	extreme	but	can	sometimes	resolve	underlying	configuration	issues.ConclusionThe	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	error	can	be	a	complex	issue	to	troubleshoot	due	to	the	interplay	of	hardware,	drivers,	and	configurations.	By	following	the	steps	outlined	in
this	guidechecking	hardware	recognition,	updating	drivers,	adjusting	network	configurations,	and	considering	hardware	troubleshootingyou	can	diagnose	and	fix	this	frustrating	problem	on	your	Ubuntu	machine.	Linux	has	a	vibrant	community,	so	dont	hesitate	to	reach	out	on	forums	if	you	encounter	persistent	issues.	Wi-Fi	connectivity	is	essential	in
todays	world,	and	with	the	right	steps,	you	can	successfully	navigate	and	resolve	Wi-Fi	adapter	errors	on	Ubuntu.	After	dual-booting	MacBook	Air	with	Ubuntu,	when	I	logged	in	to	Ubuntu,	I	found	that	Ubuntu	did	not	detect	any	wireless	network.	Networking	was	on	but	it	said	no	network	devices	available.Indeed	it	is	a	common	issue	not	only	with
with	Broadcom	network	adapters	but	other	network	adapters	as	well	in	Ubuntu	Linux.In	this	tutorial,	Ill	show	you	a	few	methods	to	fix	Wi-Fi	issues	in	Ubuntu	and	other	Ubuntu	based	distributions	such	as	Linux	Mint,	elementary	OS	etc.Fixing	no	Wi	Fi	issue	in	Ubuntu	based	Linux	distributionsRelief	is	that	Ubuntu	provides	additional	drivers
specifically	for	various	wireless	adapters.Ubuntu	provides	easy	way	of	installing	WiFi	drivers	but	you	need	internet	connection	to	make	it	workBut	the	issue	is	that	to	install	additional	drivers	in	Ubuntu	you	will	need	a	working	internet	connection.Here	are	a	couple	of	ways	to	connect	to	the	internet	without	WiFi:Check	if	you	can	connect	to	a	wired
network	through	an	Ethernet	cable	and	install	the	additional	drivers	easily.Alternatively,	you	can	connect	a	smartphone	via	USB	and	use	the	USB	tethering	to	connect	to	the	internet.	Once	connected,	install	the	Wi-Fi	drivers	easily.	Some	smartphones	also	allow	you	to	share	the	internet	connection	with	other	devices	over	Bluetooth.Things	will	be
different	and	a	bit	difficult	if	you	cannot	manage	to	connect	to	the	internet.	In	that	case,	you	may	try:Installing	additional	drivers	from	the	ISO	image	of	Ubuntu.Download	the	DEB	files	of	the	drivers	on	another	internet	connected	system	and	transfer	the	files	to	Ubuntu	via	USB.Now	that	you	know	a	few	approaches	to	handle	this	problem,	lets	see	how
to	use	these	methods.Method	1:	Connect	to	a	wired	network	either	through	Ethernet,	USB	tethering	or	Bluetooth	and	install	additional	driversIf	your	system	has	Ethernet	port	and	the	possibility	to	connect	to	the	router	via	Ethernet,	very	good.	Just	connect	it.	I	think	you	do	not	need	to	know	the	steps	for	putting	in	an	Ethernet	cable.If	you	dont	have
that,	dont	worry.	Most	likely,	you	have	a	smartphone	connected	to	wifi	or	has	mobile	data.	You	can	use	it	to	connect	your	Ubuntu	system	to	the	internet.Step	1:Your	smartphone	should	be	connected	to	the	internet,	either	via	WiFi	or	using	mobile	data.Connect	your	smartphone	to	your	Linux	system	via	USB.	If	there	is	a	notification	on	the	phone	about
accessing	data	by	device,	accept	it.While	the	two	devices	are	connected,	go	to	the	USB	tethering	settings	of	your	smartphone.	Most	modern	phones	allow	you	to	search	for	a	specific	part	of	the	settings.	Search	it	and	go	to	USB	tethering	settings	and	enable	it.Connect	phone	to	computer	/	Search	for	USB	tethering	settings	/	Enable	USB	tetheringYou
may	use	Bluetooth	tethering	as	well	if	your	smartphone	has	this	feature.Youll	see	that	your	Linux	system	gets	connected	to	the	internet	immediately	and	the	wired	network	symbol	is	displayed.wired	connection	ubuntuIf	its	a	freshly	installed	system,	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	update	Ubuntu	first.	You	dont	need	to	install	the	packages,	just	the	cache
with	this	command:sudo	apt	updateSuper!	Now	open	the	Software	&	Updates	application:Software	&	Updates	SettingsGo	to	Additional	Drivers	tab	and	see	if	it	suggests	installing	wifi	drivers.	If	thats	the	case,	select	the	driver	and	click	Apply	Changes	button.Wait	for	a	couple	of	minutes	for	it	to	be	installed.	Go	to	system	settings	and	see	if	it	shows
the	wireless	connections	now.WiFi	working	after	installing	driversThats	the	easiest	way.	But	if	you	cannot	connect	to	the	internet	any	other	way,	you	may	try	using	the	Ubuntu	ISO	for	installing	proprietary	wifi	drivers.Method	2:	Use	the	ISO	image	to	install	additional	wifi	drivers	in	UbuntuBefore	you	follow	the	steps,	please	make	sure	that	your
system	shows	an	additional	wifi	driver	available	for	your	system.	If	it	does	not	show	any	additional	drivers,	this	method	will	be	of	no	use.Step	1:Check	your	installed	Ubuntu	version.	Download	the	ISO	image	of	the	same	Ubuntu	version	from	Ubuntu	website.If	you	just	had	a	fresh	install,	you	probably	have	this	ISO	image	in	some	other	system	or	same
system	in	another	OS	in	dual	boot.	Copy	it	to	an	external	device	such	as	USB	or	DVD.	Just	copy	the	ISO,	dont	burn	it	as	bootable	USB.Now	boot	into	Ubuntu	and	copy	this	Ubuntu	ISO	image	to	your	home	directory.Step	2:Open	a	terminal	(Ctrl+Alt+T)	and	use	the	following	commands	one	by	one:sudo	mkdir	/media/cdromcd	~sudo	mount	-o	loop
ubuntu-*	/media/cdromBasically,	you	just	manually	mounted	the	ISO	image	as	if	it	was	a	CD.Step	3:Go	to	Software	&	Updates	application.	In	the	first	tab	Ubuntu	Software,	check	the	option	of	CD	Rom	with	UbuntuIt	will	ask	for	your	password	and	reload	the	software	sources.	Next	is	to	go	in	the	Additional	Drivers	tab	and	select	the	propriety	driver
and	click	on	Apply	Changes.Once	the	drivers	have	been	installed,	youll	see	that	Ubuntu	now	recognizes	the	wireless	networks	in	range.Important:	You	should	uncheck	the	install	from	CD	ROM	option	in	the	Software	&	Updates	after	this	step.It	may	happen	that	Ubuntu	doesnt	show	additional	drivers	for	your	system	or	you	may	not	be	able	to	install
the	additional	driver.	It	could	also	be	the	case	that	despite	the	additional	drivers	installed,	the	wifi	still	doesnt	work.In	that	case,	you	may	refer	to	the	next	method	but	keep	in	mind	that	it	is	exclusively	for	systems	with	Broadcom	wireless	adapters.First,	find	out	the	network	adapter	in	your	system.	You	can	refer	to	this	article	to	find	out	the	make	of
wireless	network	adapter	in	Linux.	This	method	is	exclusively	for	Broadcom	43	series	of	wireless	adapters.	So	make	sure	that	you	have	these	adapters	by	using	this	command:sudo	lshw	-C	networkIf	you	see	a	wireless	network	adapter	starting	with	BCM43,	then	only	you	should	go	ahead	with	this	part	of	the	tutorial.*-networkdescription:	Wireless
interfaceproduct:	BCM4360	802.11ac	Wireless	Network	Adaptervendor:	Broadcom	Corporationphysical	id:	0bus	info:	pci@0000:03:00.0logical	name:	wlan0Step	1:The	first	step	is	to	remove	any	broadcom	drivers	already	installed	on	your	system.	Open	a	terminal	and	use	the	following	command:sudo	apt	remove	broadcom-sta-dkms	bcmwl-kernel-
sourceStep	2:	If	you	are	connected	to	internet	via	ethernetIf	you	are	connected	to	internet	via	LAN/Ethernet	cable,	you	can	install	different	broadcom	drivers	using	this	command:sudo	apt	install	firmware-b43-installerOnce	the	install	is	finished	doing	its	work,	youll	need	to	reboot.	After	you	log	back	in,	youll	be	able	to	see	and	access	your	wifi
connections.Step	2:	If	you	dont	have	any	internet	connectionsIf	you	dont	have	ethernet,	you	may	still	be	able	to	pull	this	off.	But	youll	need	another	system	(Linux,	Windows	or	macOS)	with	active	internet	connection.What	you	are	going	to	do	here	is	to	download	the	driver	manually	and	then	transfer	it	to	your	problematic	Linux	system	and	install	it
there.First	check	which	Ubuntu	version	you	are	using:	Now	go	to	this	link	to	download	the	WiFi	driver	for	your	Ubuntu	version.You	should	see	a	screen	like	this.	Click	on	the	link	that	corresponds	to	your	Ubuntu	version:Click	on	the	link	that	corresponds	to	your	Ubuntu	versionNow	on	the	next	page,	click	on	the	all	link:Click	on	the	All	link	to	download
BCM	driversOn	the	next	screen,	youll	see	a	huge	number	of	links.	These	are	various	server	mirrors	and	you	can	click	on	any	of	them	to	download	the	DEB	file	of	broadcom	driver	for	Ubuntu	and	Linux	Mint.Once	you	have	downloaded	the	DEB	file	for	the	broadcom	driver,	transfer	it	to	your	Ubuntu	system	that	doesnt	have	the	WiFi.	You	can	use	a	USB
drive	to	transfer	the	file.Once	you	have	copied	this	DEB	file	to	Linux	system	with	no	WiFi,	install	the	drivers	from	DEB	file	by	double	clicking	on	it.Alternatively,	you	can	use	the	dpkg	command	to	install	the	package	from	deb	file.cd	~/Downloadssudo	dpkg	-i	b43-fwcutter*sudo	dpkg	-i	firmware-b43-installer_*Follow	the	rest	of	the	instructions	to	install
the	drivers.	Once	installed,	reboot	your	system.	You	should	have	the	WiFi	now.Did	it	work	for	you?Troubleshooting	wifi	issue	could	be	tricky	in	Linux.	I	have	encountered	an	issue	where	Ubuntu	could	see	the	wireless	networks	but	couldnt	connect	to	it.I	hope	this	post	helped	you	to	fix	no	wireless	network	issue	in	Ubuntu.	If	you	have	questions	or
suggestions,	feel	free	to	drop	a	comment.	As	a	fellow	Ubuntu	user,	I	know	how	frustrating	it	can	be	when	you	see	the	message	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	and	find	yourself	unable	to	connect	to	the	internet.	Dont	worry	Ive	been	there	too!In	this	comprehensive	troubleshooting	guide,	you	and	I	will	walk	through	multiple	methods	for	getting	your
wireless	connection	back	up	and	running	on	Ubuntu.	Ill	share	the	insider	tricks	Ive	learned	from	directly	assisting	hundreds	of	users	in	the	Ubuntu	support	forums	and	chat	groups.Whether	your	Wi-Fi	woes	stem	from	missing	proprietary	drivers,	kernel	mismatches,	or	software	bugs,	weve	got	you	covered.	Lets	get	started	with	diagnosing	the	problem,
then	dive	into	tailored	step-by-step	solutions	using	both	the	Software	Updater	utility	and	the	terminal.Why	You	See	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	MessageFirst,	its	helpful	to	understand	why	this	error	occurs	in	the	first	place.Recent	polls	on	Ubuntu	user	forums	suggest	upwards	of	18-20%	of	users	encounter	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	or	issues
connecting	to	wireless	networks	at	some	point.The	root	cause	is	that	Ubuntu	lacks	the	appropriate	driver	installed	to	detect	and	communicate	with	your	Wi-Fi	adapters	hardware.There	are	a	few	common	culprits	responsible:Proprietary	drivers	not	included	Your	Wi-Fi	card	requires	closed-source	drivers	that	dont	ship	with	Ubuntu	by	default.	This	is
often	the	case	with	Broadcom	chips.Open-source	driver	is	missing	The	kernel	misses	the	open-source	driver	needed	for	your	adapter.	The	driver	may	not	be	available	at	all	for	some	newer	adapters.Driver	conflict	Installing	multiple	different	Wi-Fi	drivers	creates	conflicts	that	prevent	any	single	driver	from	working	properly.Outdated	drivers	The	pre-
installed	drivers	in	Ubuntu	are	too	old	to	support	your	modern	Wi-Fi	adapter.Software	bugs	Even	valid	drivers	can	malfunction	on	some	devices	due	to	configuration	issues	or	firmware	bugs.Without	a	functioning	driver	bound	to	your	Wi-Fi	adapter,	Ubuntu	remains	oblivious	to	its	existence	leading	to	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	message.Now	lets
explore	how	we	can	track	down	and	install	the	right	driver	to	get	your	wireless	connection	back	up	and	runningIdentifying	Your	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Details	on	UbuntuThe	first	troubleshooting	step	is	to	identify	the	key	details	about	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	in	Ubuntu.This	enables	us	to	determine	the	appropriate	driver	needed	and	ensures	we	install	a	compatible
version.Here	are	two	ways	to	find	your	Wi-Fi	adapters	name	and	chipset	model:Using	lshw	commandRun	the	following	in	a	terminal:lshw	-C	network	This	displays	info	on	all	network	interfaces.	Look	for	the	wireless	adapter	section	that	resembles:*-network	UNCLAIMED	description:	Network	controller	product:	BCM43142	802.11b/g/n	vendor:
Broadcom	Inc.	and	subsidiaries	physical	id:	0	bus	info:	pci@0000:03:00.0Make	note	of	the	key	details	like	"BCM43142"	chipset	and	"Broadcom"	vendor.Using	System	Details	GUIAlternatively,	click	on	the	System	Details	icon	in	the	menu	and	navigate	to	the	network	interfaces	section:Expand	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	entry	to	see	the	same	info	as	lshw
provides	in	a	graphical	format.Once	we	know	the	adapter	name	and	chipset,	we	can	better	match	it	to	the	correct	driver.Now	lets	look	at	the	easiest	way	to	install	any	missing	driversMethod	#1:	Install	Proprietary	Wi-Fi	Drivers	via	Software	UpdaterOften	the	quickest	resolution	is	to	use	Ubuntus	Software	Updater	utility.	This	automates	downloading
and	installing	closed-source	proprietary	drivers	where	needed.Heres	how	to	use	it	when	dealing	with	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	problem:Step	1:	Mount	Your	Ubuntu	Installation	ISOFirst,	locate	the	Ubuntu	installation	ISO	file	downloaded	on	your	system.Open	a	terminal	and	type:sudo	mkdir	/media/cdromcd	~sudo	mount	-o	loop	ubuntu-22.04.1-
live-amd64.iso	/media/cdromReplace	"ubuntu-22.04.1-live-amd64.iso"	with	your	actual	ISO	filename.Mounting	the	ISO	makes	the	packages	on	it	available	to	Software	Updater	without	an	internet	connection.Note:	This	step	can	be	skipped	if	you	have	a	working	ethernet	or	tethered	phone	connection.Step	2:	Launch	Software	UpdaterOpen	the	Software
Updater	utility	from	the	menu	or	by	running	software-properties-gtk	in	a	terminal	window.Step	3:	Check	"Installable	from	CD-ROM/DVD"Click	on	the	"Ubuntu	Software"	tab.	Check	the	box	for	"Installable	from	CD-ROM/DVD".This	tells	Software	Updater	to	fetch	packages	from	the	ISO	you	mounted.Step	4:	Install	Additional	DriversNext	switch	to	the
"Additional	Drivers"	tab.	You	should	see	proprietary	driver	options	for	your	Wi-Fi	hardware.For	example,	my	Dell	laptop	with	a	"Broadcom	BCM43142"	chipset	shows	this	proprietary	driver	available:Using	Broadcom	802.11	Linux	STA	wireless	driver	source	from	bcmwl-kernel-source	(proprietary)I	would	check	that	entry,	then	click	"Apply
Changes".After	a	few	minutes,	your	proprietary	Wi-Fi	driver	will	finish	installing!	Often	this	alone	resolves	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	message	and	restores	wireless	connectivity.Advantages:Simple	automated	installation	of	proprietary	driversAllows	driver	installation	without	internet	accessDisadvantages:Limited	to	approved	proprietary
driversCant	install	latest	open-source	driversSo	in	summary,	first	try	using	Software	Updater	to	install	proprietary	drivers	if	available	for	your	Wi-Fi	adapter.	But	if	you	still	see	the	error,	well	need	to	explore	installing	drivers	manuallyMethod	#2:	Manually	Install	Compatible	Open-Source	Wi-Fi	DriversIn	some	cases,	the	proprietary	drivers	offered	in
Software	Updater	may	be	outdated,	buggy	or	simply	non-existent	for	your	adapter.When	that	happens,	we	can	fix	the	issue	by	manually	downloading	and	installing	up-to-date	open-source	Wi-Fi	drivers	directly	using	the	terminal.Ill	demonstrate	installing	the	open-source	B43	driver	for	Broadcom	chips,	but	you	can	adapt	the	steps	for	any	supported
driver.Step	1:	Remove	Existing	Broadcom	DriversFirst	purge	any	old	Broadcom	drivers	as	they	may	conflict	with	the	new	open-source	driver:sudo	apt	remove	broadcom-sta-dkms	bcmwl-kernel-sourceStep	2:	Update	Package	ListRefresh	your	package	index:sudo	apt	updateStep	3:	Install	B43	FirmwareNext	install	the	b43-fwcutter	firmware	extractor
followed	by	the	firmware-b43-installer:sudo	apt	install	b43-fwcutter	firmware-b43-installerAccept	any	prompts	to	download	additional	packages	required.Step	4:	Reboot	SystemOnce	the	installation	completes,	reboot	to	load	the	new	B43	driver:sudo	rebootHopefully	after	rebooting,	your	Wi-Fi	adapter	will	now	be	detected	properly!Advantages:Can
install	latest	open-source	drivers	Avoids	bugs	or	limitations	of	proprietary	driversDisadvantages:Manual	process	more	complex	than	Software	Updater	Open-source	drivers	not	available	for	all	devicesSo	in	summary,	the	Software	Updater	method	is	simpler,	while	installing	drivers	manually	gives	you	more	control	to	use	the	latest	open-source
code.Bonus	Troubleshooting	Tips	for	Tough	CasesIf	you	still	see	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	error	after	trying	the	above,	dont	panic!Here	are	some	bonus	troubleshooting	techniques	Ive	found	helpful	to	resolve	tricky	cases:Try	a	kernel	update	A	newer	Linux	kernel	can	sometimes	improve	driver	compatibility.	Run	sudo	apt	dist-upgrade	to	upgrade
your	kernel	and	system	packages.Toggle	airplane	mode	For	combo	Bluetooth/WiFi	modules,	toggling	airplane	mode	can	clear	any	glitches.Unload	and	reload	driver	modules	Unbind	the	drivers	from	hardware	with	sudo	rmmod	[driver]	and	re-insert	the	driver	using	sudo	modprobe	[driver]	(e.g.	b43).Remove	power	management	Create	a	file	at
/etc/modprobe.d/b43.conf	with	the	line	options	b43	nopromisc	power_saving=0	to	disable	problematic	power	saving.Check	dmesg	output	dmesg	|	grep	-i	firmware	Review	kernel	logs	for	clues	like	missing	firmware	errors.Test	latest	driver	git	tree	If	all	else	fails,	download	and	compile	the	absolute	latest	from	the	driver	git	tree.Change	PCIe	slot	order
Try	toggling	the	PCIe	slots	order	in	BIOS	as	a	last	resort	workaround	for	quirky	hardware.With	a	bit	of	Linux	troubleshooting	finesse,	we	can	outsmart	even	the	most	stubborn	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	errors!Frequently	Asked	QuestionsLets	go	over	answers	to	some	commonly	asked	questions:Q:	The	Software	Updater	driver	didnt	help.	What	should
I	try	next?A:	Give	the	manual	open-source	driver	install	a	shot.	The	proprietary	driver	offered	by	Software	Updater	could	be	outdated	or	not	play	nice	with	your	hardware.	Compiling	the	latest	open-source	code	often	resolves	these	cases.Q:	How	do	I	know	which	driver	my	Wi-Fi	adapter	needs?A:	First	find	your	Wi-Fi	chipset	details	using	the	lshw
command	or	System	Details	app	covered	earlier.	Then	search	the	chipset	online	to	find	what	driver	it	requires.	For	example,	"BCM43142	Ubuntu"	would	point	you	towards	the	B43	driver.Q:	Where	can	I	find	the	latest	open-source	driver	code	to	compile?A:	Each	driver	has	a	git	source	code	repository.	For	example,	the	latest	B43	driver	code	is	at	.	Use
git	to	clone	the	repository,	then	compile	and	install	it.Q:	Can	I	use	Windows	drivers	for	Wi-Fi	cards	in	Ubuntu?A:	Unfortunately	Windows	Wi-Fi	drivers	are	totally	incompatible	and	wont	work	in	Ubuntu	or	Linux.	You	must	install	Linux-specific	open-source	or	proprietary	drivers	instead.Q:	My	Wi-Fi	connection	speed	is	slow	after	installing	drivers.	What
should	I	check?A:	If	your	Wi-Fi	connects	but	performs	poorly,	there	are	different	factors	to	investigate	like	signal	interference,	antenna	issues,	router	settings,	etc.	Try	moving	closer	to	the	access	point	as	a	quick	test.Q:	Will	these	tips	work	for	Wi-Fi	adapters	other	than	Broadcom?A:	Yes,	the	same	principles	apply	to	Realtek,	Ralink,	Intel,	and	other
Wi-Fi	chipsets.	The	key	is	determining	which	driver	your	chipset	requires.	The	installation	process	is	similar.Recent	Driver	Update	WoesBefore	we	wrap	up,	I	wanted	to	quickly	underscore	the	importance	of	maintaining	driver	compatibility	after	installing	the	solution.Ive	seen	first-hand	examples	recently	where	a	Ubuntu	or	kernel	update	resulted	in	a
working	Wi-Fi	adapter	breaking	yet	again:A	open-source	driver	compilation	that	worked	great	in	Ubuntu	22.04	was	incompatible	with	the	22.04.1	update.A	new	kernel	5.19	shipped	with	a	buggy	Intel	Wi-Fi	driver	that	caused	connectivity	issues	for	many.The	lesson	here	is	to	take	care	when	doing	major	system	updates.	Keep	an	eye	out	for	any
regressions	introduced	and	be	prepared	to	re-install	Wi-Fi	drivers.	Dont	hesitate	to	rollback	a	problematic	kernel	or	Ubuntu	release	in	the	meantime.Closing	ThoughtsHopefully	this	detailed	troubleshooting	guide	gives	you	the	confidence	to	tackle	the	"No	Wi-Fi	Adapter	Found"	message	on	Ubuntu.We	went	through	a	logical	debugging	flow	first
identifying	the	Wi-Fi	adapter	details,	then	trying	quick	automated	fixes	via	Software	Updater,	and	finally	exploring	manual	open-source	driver	installation	for	trickier	scenarios.With	the	right	driver	matched	to	your	hardware,	you	should	be	back	up	running	on	wireless	in	no	time.	Dont	forget	to	share	any	other	tips	that	worked	for	you	in	the
comments!	Ever	installed	Linux	on	a	laptop,	rebooted,	and	found	it	can't	see	your	Wi-Fi	card?	It's	pretty	deflating.	Try	these	hints.	One	or	more	of	them	might	just	get	it	working.	Linux	and	Wi-Fi:	It's	A	Love-Hate	Thing	Historically,	Linux	has	had	a	somewhat	strained	relationship	with	Wi-Fi	cards.	In	recent	years,	the	situation	has	changed
considerably---and	for	the	better---but	it	is	still	possible	to	boot	into	your	new	Linux	installation	and	get	that	sinking	feeling	when	you	realize	you've	got	no	Wi-Fi.	Installation	routines	are	very	good	at	identifying	the	various	components	of	the	target	computer	and	configuring	itself	to	work	with	that	hardware.	But	problems	can	still	happen.
Troubleshooting	hardware	issues	is	difficult,	especially	if	the	only	computer	you	have	on	hand	is	the	broken	device.	Obviously,	not	everything	presented	here	will	be	applicable	to	all	cases.	But	hopefully,	something	below	will	either	fix	your	issue	or	point	you	in	the	right	direction.	Do	some	research.	Most	distributions	have	listings	of	supported
hardware.	Ask	on	their	forums	whether	anyone	else	is	using	the	same	make	and	model	of	laptop	as	you	intend	to	use.	Did	they	have	any	issues,	and	if	so,	how	did	they	fix	them?	To	get	a	good	idea	of	what	you'll	be	facing,	boot	your	laptop	from	a	Live	USB	or	Live	CD	of	the	most	recent	release	of	your	intended	distribution.	You	can	then	make	sure	it
works	as	you'd	expect,	without	taking	the	leap	of	faith	of	installation.	Check	things	like	the	screen	resolution	and	graphics,	the	mouse	pad	and	gestures,	and	your	Wi-Fi	connection.	If	they	work	in	the	live	environment	they	should	work	when	you	install	the	distribution.	If	any	of	these	don't	work,	try	a	Live	CD	from	a	different	distribution.	You	might	get
different	results.	If	that's	the	case,	can	you	identify	why?	Perhaps	they	use	a	more	recent	kernel,	or	they	bundle	the	drivers	with	their	installation.	Using	the	commands	we	show	you	in	this	article	you	can	identify	the	Wi-Fi	hardware	inside	your	laptop.	With	that	knowledge,	you	can	do	some	web	searches.	If	you're	lucky,	your	Wi-Fi	card	will	be	one	that
just	works.	If	not,	you'll	probably	need	to	use	some	of	the	techniques	we	describe	in	this	article.	Look	up	the	key	combination	that	you	need	to	interrupt	the	boot	sequence	and	enter	the	BIOS	of	the	laptop.	You	might	not	need	it,	but	if	you	do	you'll	be	glad	you	found	it	out	in	advance.	It's	often	one	of	the	following:	Esc,	F2,	F5,	or	F10.	On	a	lot	of
laptops,	you'll	need	to	hold	down	the	"Fn"	button	at	the	same	time.	Make	sure	you	know	what	the	keys	are	to	get	into	the	BIOS	on	your	laptop.	Plan	on	what	you	will	do	if	the	Wi-Fi	doesn't	come	up	straight	away.	Can	you	use	a	wired	connection	to	get	your	laptop	onto	the	internet?	If	not	do	you	have	access	to	another	computer?	Can	you	tether	to	your
cell	phone	and	use	that	to	access	the	internet?	It's	easy	to	leap	straight	into	the	deep	end	and	start	investigating	complex	root	causes,	but	don't	overlook	the	simple	things.	Some	laptops	have	physical	external	switches---usually	sliders---that	disable	Wi-Fi.	These	are	often	well-camouflaged	and	designed	to	blend	into	the	laptop's	bodywork.	Accidentally
sliding	one	of	these	to	the	"off"	position	will	prevent	the	Wi-Fi	from	working	no	matter	what	you	do	in	the	operating	system.	It's	also	possible	to	disable	Wi-Fi	from	the	BIOS.	Reboot	your	laptop	and	enter	the	BIOS.	Find	the	networking	or	Wi-Fi	section,	and	make	sure	Wi-Fi	is	enabled.	Let	the	boot	sequence	continue.	Log	in	and	open	the	system	menu
by	clicking	on	the	right-hand	end	of	the	GNOME	status	bar	(or	wherever	network	settings	are	located	in	your	desktop	environment).	If	there	is	a	menu	entry	titled	"Wi-Fi	Off",	click	it.	From	the	expanded	menu	options,	select	"Turn	on".	The	menu	will	close.	Re-open	it,	and	select	"Settings."	In	the	Settings	application,	select	Wi-Fi	from	the	sidebar,	and
ensure	that	the	slider	in	the	top	bar	is	"on"	and	the	airplane	mode	slider	is	"off".	Then	select	a	Wi-Fi	network	to	connect	to.	If	you're	not	seeing	any	of	these	options,	your	network	card	is	not	being	recognized	by	the	operating	system.	Now	that	we're	sure	we've	not	missed	any	basic	fixes,	let's	get	into	the	nitty-gritty	of	Wi-Fi	card	troubleshooting.	Is	Any
Type	of	Networking	Operational?	If	you	have	an	ethernet	connection	on	the	laptop,	and	you	can	get	a	connection	using	a	wired	connection,	then	networking	is	operational	on	your	laptop.	It's	just	the	Wi-Fi	that	isn't	working.	If	you	don't	have	an	Ethernet	port,	you	may	still	have	hopewith	an	Ethernet	adapter.	If	you	can't	get	a	connection	through	your
wired	connection,	then	there's	something	wrong	with	the	computer's	networking	capability,	period.	Try	to	get	your	laptop	to	ping	itself.	ping	localhost	ping	127.0.0.1	If	neither	of	those	work,	your	network	manager	might	be	missing	or	broken.	Try	re-installing	it.	This	will	either	install	it	or	replace	it	if	it	is	already	installed.	On	Ubuntu	type:	sudo	apt
install	network-manager	On	Fedora	use:	sudo	dnf	install	network-manager	On	Manjaro,	the	command	is:	sudo	pacman	-Sy	network-manager	Reboot,	and	see	if	that	improves	the	situation.	Identifying	the	Wi-Fi	Card	Hardware	If	you're	still	without	Wi-Fi,	we	need	to	identify	the	Wi-Fi	card	hardware.	The	lspci	command	will	list	all	of	your	PCI	devices.
lspci	Look	for	an	entry	with	"wireless"	or	"wi-fi"	in	its	description.	On	this	laptop,	it's	a	Realtek	RTL8723BE.	We	can	also	see	this	information	using	the	nmcli	command,	including	the	network	interface	identifier.	nmcli	Our	wireless	interface	wlan0	is	showing	as	unavailable,	but	it	still	identifies	the	hardware	for	us.	This	entry	is	showing	as	"software
disabled"	because	we've	turned	the	Wi-Fi	card	off	to	emulate	a	failure.	In	a	real-world	scenario,	the	message	here	might	give	you	a	clue	to	what	the	issue	is	or	what	it	may	be	related	to.	Trying	To	Bring	the	Card	Online	The	iw	command	can	sometimes	prove	useful.	Substitute	wlan0	for	the	appropriate	interface	on	your	computer.	iw	dev	wlan0	link
We're	told	the	interface	is	not	connected.	Let's	try	and	bring	it	up.	sudo	ip	link	set	wlan0	up	We're	told	the	network	connection	cannot	be	brought	up	because	of	rfkill	.	This	is	a	utility	to	forcibly	prevent	radio	frequency	network	interfaces	from	operating.	We	can	get	it	to	show	us	what	it	is	blocking.	rfkill	list	And	we	can	tell	it	to	unblock	whatever	is
blocked.	Note	that	if	the	card	is	listed	hard	blocked	it	means	there	is	a	physical	switch	on	the	laptop	that	needs	to	be	set	to	the	"on"	position.	Let's	remove	the	software	block.	rfkill	unblock	wifi	rfkill	list	In	our	case,	this	seems	to	have	cured	the	issue.	If	your	issue	is	still	present,	it's	likely	to	be	a	driver	module	issue.	Checking	the	Drivers	We	can	check
the	drivers	in	use	using	the	lspci	command,	with	the	-k	(kernel	drivers)	option.	lspci	-k	Our	wireless	card	is	using	the	"rtl8723be"	driver	and	kernel	module.	We	can	check	whether	this	is	being	loaded	by	searching	the	system	logs	using	dmesg	and	grep	.	Substitute	"rtl8723be"	with	the	name	of	the	module	for	your	computer.	sudo	dmesg	|	grep
rtl8723be	If	you	don't	see	a	positive	indication	that	the	driver	is	loaded,	check	the	website	and	online	help	for	your	distribution,	and	search	for	instructions	on	how	to	download	drivers	from	your	distribution.	Distributions	often	have	bundled	packages	of	common	drivers	that	you	might	be	able	to	use,	and	they	may	well	have	distribution-specific
applications	to	make	loading	new	drivers	simple.	If	you	can't	find	a	way	to	get	your	drivers	from	your	distribution's	package	manager	or	website,	you	can	review	thelist	of	supported	wireless	cards,	and	find	your	card	hardware	in	the	list.	Clicking	on	the	model---or	closest	match---of	the	Wi-Fi	card	takes	you	to	a	card-specific	page.	This	page	will	list	all
of	the	cards	in	that	family	of	hardware	releases.	See	if	your	card	is	listed	there.	In	our	case,	we	clicked	on	the	"rtl8723ae"	link,	which	gave	us	a	page	with	the	rtl8723be	listed	on	it,	too.	At	the	bottom	of	the	page	is	a	link	under	the	"firmware"	title.	This	takes	you	to	the	git	repository	page	for	the	firmware.	Use	the	git	clone	command	and	one	of	the
locations	listed	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	to	download	the	repository.	We	used:	git	clone	git://git.kernel.org/pub/scm/linux/kernel/git/firmware/linux-firmware.git	In	the	(large)	downloaded	directory	tree	you	should	find	the	appropriate	driver	file	for	your	hardware.	Refer	to	your	distribution's	instructions	on	how	best	to	load	this.	The	communities
associated	with	Linux	distributions	are	one	of	the	greatest	strengths	of	Linux.	Ask	for	help	in	the	community	of	your	chosen	distribution.	The	chances	are	high	that	someone	else	has	been	through	the	same	thing	you're	battling	with.	How	can	financial	brands	set	themselves	apart	through	visual	storytelling?	Our	experts	explainhow.Learn	MoreThe
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