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Outlander	family	tree

Claire,	Jamie,	and	Ian	head	to	Scotland.	Roger	and	Brianna	face	enemies	across	time.	With	love	binding	them	over	oceans	and	centuries,	can	the	MacKenzies	and	Frasers	find	their	way	back	to	each	other?...Starring	Caitríona	Balfe,	Sam	Heughan,	Sophie	SkeltonAd-free	streamingLimited	time	special	offerStarting	at$3.99/moCancel	AnytimeClaire,
Jamie,	and	Ian	head	to	Scotland.	Roger	and	Brianna	face	enemies	across	time.	With	love	binding	them	over	oceans	and	centuries,	can	the	MacKenzies	and	Frasers	find	their	way	back	to	each	other?...Starring	Caitríona	Balfe,	Sam	Heughan,	Sophie	SkeltonAd-free	streamingLimited	time	special	offerStarting	at$3.99/moCancel	AnytimeCaitríona
Balfe,	Sam	Heughan,	Sophie	Skelton,	Richard	Rankin,	Duncan	Lacroix,	David	Berry,	César	Domboy,	Lauren	Lyle,	John	Bell,	Tobias	Menzies,	Gary	Lewis,	Graham	McTavish,	Lotte	Verbeek©	StarzGet	even	more	with	STARZAll	of	STARZ	blockbuster	movies,	epic	originals,	and	addictive	series.	Six	seasons	in,	no	one	could	make	the	argument	that
Outlander	is	lacking	in	adventure	and	significant	stakes	—	but	Season	5	was	dominated	throughout	by	ordeal:	death	for	one	major	character,	near-deadly	circumstances	for	another,	all	leading	to	a	particularly	traumatic	ordeal	for	Claire	(Caitriona	Balfe).	It's	no	wonder,	then,	that	Season	6	takes	an	almost-necessary	step	back	from	suffering	for	the
sake	of	drama,	with	Fraser's	Ridge	largely	serving	as	the	backdrop	for	Claire	and	Jamie	(Sam	Heughan),	as	well	as	the	rest	of	us,	to	enjoy	a	much-needed	respite	in	the	aftermath	of	last	season's	brutality.	While	it	might	feel,	at	points,	like	Outlander's	latest	batch	of	episodes	is	narratively	treading	water,	there's	something	innately	comforting	about
this	season's	drama	being	mostly	rooted	in	neighborly	tiffs,	or	the	interpersonal	conflicts	between	some	of	the	show's	most	important	characters,	rather	than	an	external	force	swooping	in	to	inflict	more	horrors	on	the	Frasers	and	their	kin.	Fortunately,	Claire	and	Jamie	are	as	strong	as	they've	ever	been	—	and	while	Claire	is	still,	on	occasion,	dealing
with	the	psychological	aftereffects	of	her	attack	last	season,	the	show	makes	a	point	to	remind	us	that	these	are	two	people	who	are	still	not	only	madly	in	love	with	one	another;	they're	ridiculously	attracted	to	each	other	too.	(It's	no	surprise,	given	that	Jamie	still	looks	very	muscled	for	his	advancing	age,	albeit	with	a	little	more	gray	at	his	temples
and	the	need	to	wear	reading	glasses,	as	well	as	the	role	he	adopts	in	essentially	playing	firm	but	fair	grandfather	to	most	of	the	children	on	Fraser's	Ridge.)	Several	scenes	dedicated	to	their	physical	relationship	are	valuable	because	of	the	emotional	intimacy	they	portray;	on	the	other	hand,	Balfe	and	Heughan	have	been	doing	this	for	so	long	that
the	casual	affection	between	the	Frasers	feels	instinctive	and	natural,	to	the	point	where	Jamie	and	Claire's	scenes	are	still	the	most	compelling	parts	of	the	show	itself.	Most	of	the	plotlines	this	season	happen	in	and	around	Fraser's	Ridge,	with	several	supporting	cast	members	afforded	some	of	the	most	major	emotional	beats.	The	backstory	of	what
happened	between	Jamie's	nephew	Ian	(John	Bell)	and	his	time	with	the	Mohawk	tribe	is	finally	revealed,	with	the	ripple	effects	of	that	past	carrying	into	the	present	as	Jamie	navigates	his	new	role	as	a	go-between	with	the	British	armies	and	a	local	Cherokee	tribe.	Roger	(Richard	Rankin)	stumbles	into	a	new	position	of	his	own	as	the	Ridge's
minister,	while	Brianna	(Sophie	Skelton)	is	much	more	adrift	by	comparison	(at	least	in	the	initial	episodes	provided	for	review)	as	she	tries	to	come	up	with	basic	scientific	inventions,	bringing	the	concept	of	matches	into	the	18th	century.	However,	the	couple	that	has	the	most	pain	to	wade	through	this	season	is	Marsali	(Lauren	Lyle)	and	Fergus
(Cesar	Domboy),	the	latter	blaming	himself	for	the	attack	his	wife	suffered	during	Claire's	kidnapping,	which	leads	him	to	drown	his	sorrows	rather	pitifully	and	neglect	his	responsibilities	at	home	—	at	the	expense	of	a	very	pregnant	Marsali	and	the	rest	of	their	children.	Image	via	Starz	There	are	newcomers	on	the	Ridge	this	season	too	with	the
arrival	of	the	Christies,	a	family	whose	patriarch	(Mark	Lewis	Jones)	has	a	particular	history	with	Jamie	that	results	in	a	cautious	détente	between	the	two,	especially	when	Tom	Christie	declares	that	he	and	his	offspring	will	be	settling	on	the	land	themselves,	taking	advantage	of	a	previous	missive	Jamie	had	sent	out	to	the	survivors	of	Ardsmuir
Prison.	Tom's	daughter	Malva	(Jessica	Reynolds)	takes	an	interest	in	Claire's	healing,	with	a	natural	curiosity	about	the	world	that	her	very	religious	father	has	thus	far	attempted	to	quash,	but	whether	she'll	be	a	sincere	or	a	duplicitous	presence	in	the	Frasers'	lives	is	yet	to	be	determined.	Meanwhile,	her	brother	Allan	(Alexander	Vlahos)	seems
somewhat	more	guileless	on	the	surface,	but	certain	actions	early	in	the	season	point	to	the	possibility	of	him	getting	into	much	deeper	trouble	than	could	be	predicted.	Ultimately,	it's	Tom	himself	that	could	prove	to	be	the	largest	source	of	conflict,	especially	when	his	conservative	ways	of	thinking	are	immediately	set	up	to	clash	with	Claire's	self-
reliance	outside	of	Jamie	and	her	rightly-earned	confidence	in	her	abilities	as	a	surgeon.	There	are	undoubtedly	bigger	storylines	brewing	in	the	distance	—	with	the	Revolutionary	War	looming,	it's	becoming	more	and	more	clear	that	Jamie,	in	particular,	is	going	to	need	to	make	a	definitive	choice	regarding	which	side	to	align	himself	with	—	but	the
show's	choice	to	limit	its	initial	scope,	pulling	back	from	charging	so	rapidly	into	yet	another	life-changing	conflict	for	all	of	these	characters,	is	one	that	benefits	the	series	at	its	current	point	and	as	a	whole.	It	would	be	naive	to	remain	convinced	that	from	this	moment	on,	Outlander	could	shift	to	only	being	the	type	of	show	that's	about	idyllic,
pleasant	living	on	the	American	frontier,	centered	around	two	people	and	a	romance	that	is	still	truly	one	for	the	ages.	But	for	the	time	being,	at	least,	it's	a	welcome	change	of	pace,	even	if	this	restful	period	for	the	Frasers	and	their	loved	ones	will	likely	not	last	forever.	Rating:	B+	Season	6	of	Outlander	premieres	Sunday,	March	6	on	Starz.	The
long-awaited	Outlander	season	seven	is	finally	here,	so	we	figured	it	was	time	to	dive	into	Claire	and	Jamie	Fraser's	family	tree.	(Note:	This	Outlander	family	tree	may	contains	spoilers	through	the	current	season,	but	is	not	up	to	date	with	all	of	the	Outlander	books.)Design	by	Michael	StillwellJamie	FraserJames	MinchinSam	Heughan	as	Jamie
FraserJames	Alexander	Malcolm	MacKenzie	Fraser,	son	of	Brian	and	Ellen	Fraser,	was	born	in	the	Scottish	Highlands	at	Lallybroch.	By	the	time	the	show	begins,	his	parents	have	died,	and	he's	close	with	his	older	sister,	Jenny	Fraser.	Jenny	marries	Ian	Murray,	a	close	friend	of	Jamie's,	and	they	have	seven	children,	including	Ian	Fraser	Murray,
called	Young	Ian,	who	at	the	time	of	the	start	of	Outlander	season	seven,	is	in	America.	Jamie	marries	Claire	Beauchamp	in	season	one,	and	when	she	returns	to	her	present	in	season	two,	he	marries	Laoghaire	MacKenzie,	who	has	two	children	from	her	second	marriage	to	Simon	MacKimmie:	Joan	MacKimmie	and	Marsali	MacKimmie.	When	Claire
returns,	they	reunite,	invalidating	his	marriage	to	Laoghaire.	Claire	and	Jamie	are	still	married	in	season	seven.Claire	Fraser	(née	Beauchamp)	Claire	Beauchamp	Randall	Fraser	is	the	time-traveling	heroine	of	Outlander.	Born	to	Julia	and	Henry	Beauchamp	on	October	20,	1918,	she	marries	Frank	Randall	in	1937.	When	World	War	II	breaks	out,	she
starts	serving	as	a	combat	nurse.	When	war	ends,	she	and	Frank	travel	to	the	Scottish	Highlands	for	a	second	honeymoon,	and	she	travels	back	through	time	through	the	Craigh	na	Dun	stones.	She	meets	Jamie	and	go	on	to	get	married.	Though	she	returns	to	her	present,	she	eventually	travels	back	in	time	to	be	with	Jamie.	(It's	honestly	too	much	to
explain	here—watch	the	series!)	They	have	two	daughters:	Faith	Fraser,	born	stillborn,	and	Brianna	Fraser.Brianna	MacKenzie	(née	Fraser	Randall)James	MinchinSophie	Skelton	as	Brianna	Fraser	MacKenzie.Brianna	Ellen	Randall	Fraser	MacKenzie,	Jamie	and	Claire's	daughter,	was	conceived	in	Scotland	in	the	1700s	but	born	and	raised	in	Boston	in
the	mid-20th	century.	She	was	raised	by	Claire	and	Frank	Randall,	who	she	believed	to	be	her	real	father	until	he	died.	James	MinchinRichard	Rankin	as	Roger	MacKenzie.Brianna	eventually	falls	for	Oxford	historian	Roger	MacKenzie,	who	follows	her	through	the	stones	into	the	past.	(Yes,	he	can	also	time	travel.)	They	eventually	marry,	and	they	have
a	son,	Jeremiah	"Jemmy"	Fraser	MacKenzie	(Roger	is	Jemmy's	biological	father,	despite	the	fact	that	Brianna	was	sexually	assaulted	by	Stephen	Bonnet	after	she	marries	Roger),	and	a	daughter,	Amanda	MacKenzie.	Fergus	FraserAimee	SpinksLauren	Lyle	as	Marsali	and	Cesar	Domboy	as	FergusWhen	Jamie	is	in	Paris,	he	hires	a	young	boy	named
Claudel.	Eventually,	he	becomes	a	father	figure	to	him,	and	adopts	him	as	Fergus	Fraser.	Fergus	falls	for	Jamie's	former	stepdaughter	Marsalie	McKimmie,	and	the	two	eventually	marry.	They	have	four	children:	Germain,	Joan,	Félicité,	and	Henri-Chirstian.William	RansomRobert	WilsonDavid	Berry	as	Lord	John	Grey	and	Charles	Vandervaart	as
William	RansomJamie	Fraser's	last	child	is	William	Ransom.	His	mom,	Geneva	Dunsany,	blackmailed	and	coerced	Jamie	into	having	sex	with	her,	in	events	many	view	as	assault.	William,	however,	is	legally	the	son	and	heir	of	Geneva's	husband	Ludovic	Ransom,	Eighth	Earl	of	Ellesmere,	who	died	shortly	after	William	was	born,	making	William	the
Ninth	Earl	of	Ellesmere.	He	was	raised	by	Lord	John	Grey,	a	British	soldier.Young	Ian	MurrayJames	MinchinJohn	Bell	as	Young	Ian	Though	not	shown	on	the	family	tree	above,	Young	Ian	plays	a	role	in	Outlander	season	seven.	As	mentioned	above,	he	is	Jamie's	nephew.	In	season	four,	he	sacrifices	himself	to	be	taken	by	the	Mohawk	tribe	in	exchange
for	Roger's	freedom.	Viewers	later	learn	he	fell	in	love	with	Wahionhaweh,	a	Mohawk	woman	whom	he	calls	Emily.	They	have	a	daughter	Iseabail,	who	dies.	Young	Ian's	friend,	Kaheroton,	marries	Emily	when	he	leaves	the	tribe.Read	the	Outlander	books:	Now	24%	OffCredit:	AmazonEmily	BurackSenior	News	EditorEmily	Burack	(she/her)	is	the
Senior	News	Editor	for	Town	&	Country,	where	she	covers	entertainment,	celebrities,	the	royals,	and	a	wide	range	of	other	topics.	Before	joining	T&C,	she	was	the	deputy	managing	editor	at	Hey	Alma,	a	Jewish	culture	site.	Follow	her	@emburack	on	Twitter	and	Instagram.	Synopsis	After	serving	as	a	British	Army	nurse	in	World	War	II,	Claire	Randall
is	enjoying	a	second	honeymoon	in	Scotland	with	husband	Frank,	an	MI6	officer	looking	forward	to	a	new	career	as	an	Oxford	historian.	Suddenly,	Claire	is	transported	to	1743	and	into	a	mysterious	world	where	her	freedom	and	life	are	threatened.	To	survive,	she	marries	Jamie	Fraser,	a	strapping	Scots	warrior	with	a	complicated	past	and	a
disarming	sense	of	humor.	A	passionate	relationship	ensues,	and	Claire	is	caught	between	two	vastly	different	men	in	two	inharmonious	lives.	"Outlander"	is	adapted	from	the	best-selling	books	by	Diana	Gabaldon.	Director	Metin	Hüseyin,	Jamie	Payne	Creator	Ronald	D.	Moore	Executive	Producer	Ronald	D.	Moore,	Toni	Graphia,	Matthew	B.	Roberts,
Maril	Davis	Screenwriter	Matthew	B.	Roberts,	Barbara	Stepansky	Network	STARZ	Rating	TV-MA	Genre	Drama	Original	Language	English	Release	Date	Aug	9,	2014	A	BONNY	BORE	—	Brian	Lowry	For	those	who	turned	“Outlander”	into	an	international	bestseller,	seeing	the	characters	brought	to	life,	with	Scotland	as	the	bonny	backdrop,	will
doubtless	be	something	of	a	kick.	For	everyone	else,	the	resulting	series	is	a	bit	of	a	snooze	—	handsome,	yes,	but	about	as	dramatically	compelling	as	the	cover	of	a	Harlequin	Romance,	and	too	flaccid	to	make	hearts	go	pitter-pat.	More	practically,	Starz	courts	a	different	demographic	with	this	show,	which	with	a	few	trims	could	easily	have	wound
up	on	Lifetime.	And	based	on	its	not-ready-for-premium	attributes,	that’s	probably	the	time	and	place	where	“Outlander”	most	belongs.	“People	disappear	all	the	time,”	says	Claire	(Caitriona	Balfe),	a	British	army	nurse	introduced	at	the	end	of	World	War	II	delivering	a	novel-esque	voiceover	that	runs	throughout.	Weary	of	bloodshed,	she	seeks	to
reconnect	with	her	husband,	Frank	(Tobias	Menzies),	as	the	two	embark	on	a	scholarly	trip	through	Scotland,	periodically	interrupted	by	gauzily	shot	sex.	Developed	by	“Battlestar	Galactica’s”	Ronald	D.	Moore	from	Diana	Gabaldon’s	book,	the	premiere	certainly	takes	its	time	before	getting	to	the	main	event	—	namely,	Claire	being	inexplicably
whisked	back	in	time,	where	she	finds	herself	under	the	protection	of	the	brutish	MacKenzie	clan.	(It’s	not	till	the	second	episode	that	we	learn	the	date	is	1743.)	Claire’s	keepers	include	the	imperious	war	chief	Dougal	(Graham	McTavish),	who’s	only	one	of	the	bearded	ruffians	who	(in	a	later	episode)	think	about	raping	her;	and	Jamie	(Sam
Heughan),	a	clean-cut	Adonis	who	endeavors	to	protect	Claire’s	honor	when	he	isn’t	exchanging	meaningful	glances	with	her.	Menzies	also	lingers	in	a	dual	role	as	Frank’s	ancestor,	a	sadistic	British	officer.	There’s	something	to	be	said	for	a	show	taking	its	time,	especially	when	freed	of	the	opening-night	rating	pressures	associated	with	broadcast.
Still,	“Outlander”	meanders	along	so	slowly	that	it	needs	to	immerse	viewers	in	its	atmosphere	and	rhythms	—	something	that	might	appeal	to	ardent	fans	of	the	book,	but	which	seems	destined	to	try	the	patience	of	those	less	invested	in	the	story.	Claire	is	certainly	a	plucky	and	resourceful	heroine	—	and	Balfe	looks	smashing	in	the	vintage	garb	—
but	the	show	doesn’t	have	much	fun	with	her	anachronistic	knowledge,	which	includes	medical	skill	that	makes	her	a	formidable	healer,	and	her	sobering	realization	that	the	Scots	face	a	grim	fate	at	the	hands	of	the	British	army.	The	principals	are	perfectly	fine,	but	there’s	only	so	much	unconsummated	smoldering	one	can	take.	And	while	the	period
touches	have	been	assembled	with	care	(and	filmed	in	Scotland),	long	speeches	in	un-translated	Gaelic	have	a	way	of	yielding	diminishing	returns.	Starz	and	the	producers	are	doubtless	banking	on	the	title’s	established	name	and	built-in	following	to	justify	their	faith,	along	with	the	demonstrated	appeal	of	costume	dramas	(everyone	wants	their	own
“Game	of	Thrones”)	and	century-spanning	romance.	There’s	also	the	show’s	international	allure	and	the	way	the	subject	matter	evokes	past	projects	about	Scottish	resistance.	Strictly	in	creative	terms,	though,	faced	with	the	prospect	of	sitting	through	the	whole	run	after	sampling	the	first	half-dozen	episodes,	well,	that’s	going	to	require	a	braver
heart,	or	at	least	one	more	forgiving,	than	mine.	(Note:	This	post	has	been	updated.)	WATCH	the	first	“Outlander”	episode	here	via	Starz’s	free	promotion	SEE	ALSO:	Starz’s	‘Outlander’	Woos	Women	with	Strong	Female	Protagonist	SCOTCH	DELIGHT	—	Laura	Prudom	There	are	no	guarantees	in	television,	but	for	networks	and	studios	looking	to
make	noise	in	an	increasingly	crowded	landscape,	literary	adaptations	with	in-built	fanbases	are	currently	the	safest	bet	in	town.	(Even	if	they’re	terrible,	like	CBS’	overwrought	“Under	the	Dome.”)	Thankfully,	Starz’s	“Outlander”	is	far	from	terrible	—	it’s	a	measured,	atmospheric,	surprisingly	faithful	recreation	of	Diana	Gabaldon’s	bestselling	1991
novel	of	the	same	name.	HBO’s	“Game	of	Thrones”	may	have	kicked	off	the	high-concept	adaptation	trend	back	in	2011,	but	Gabaldon’s	book	series	predates	the	publication	of	George	R.R.	Martin’s	“A	Song	of	Ice	and	Fire”	opener	by	five	years,	and	aside	from	ambitious	scope	and	historical	settings,	the	two	shows	have	little	in	common	—	beyond	the
fact	that	Tobias	Menzies	appears	in	both.	“Battlestar	Galactica”	mastermind	Ron	Moore	is	at	the	helm	of	this	lavish	production	(set	and	shot	amid	the	rolling	valleys	and	frigid	peaks	of	the	Scottish	Highlands)	and	much	like	that	sci-fi	epic,	there’s	a	sense	of	meticulous	care	that	permeates	the	series,	which	sees	Claire	Randall,	a	British	army	nurse
from	the	1940s,	mysteriously	swept	back	in	time	to	18th	century	Scotland,	where	she	becomes	embroiled	in	all	manner	of	political	and	romantic	conflicts.	Aside	from	a	flashback	to	Claire’s	time	in	a	World	War	II	field	hospital	—	conceived	by	Moore	to	give	viewers	a	sense	of	the	character’s	resourcefulness	and	tenacity	without	the	need	for	exposition
—	the	series	premiere	condenses	the	first	70	pages	of	the	novel	with	little	deviation,	and	the	episode	progresses	at	a	resolutely	slow	burn,	taking	the	time	to	establish	characters,	dynamics	and	historical	context	instead	of	blindly	charging	towards	the	next	set	piece.	While	the	breathing	room	may	make	some	viewers	antsy,	the	series	rewards	patience,
ratcheting	up	the	simmering	tensions	between	allies	and	enemies	until	conflict	erupts	in	unexpected	and	often	brutal	ways	as	episodes	progress.	At	its	core,	“Outlander”	is	a	love	story,	and	the	series	is	strongest	when	exploring	the	complexities	of	human	relationships,	from	the	tentative	steps	Claire	takes	to	reconnect	with	husband	Frank	after	their
separation	during	the	war,	to	the	chaste	but	burgeoning	chemistry	between	our	heroine	and	her	Scottish	companion	in	the	1700s,	Jamie	Fraser.	Throw	in	the	added	complication	of	Frank’s	ancestor,	a	ruthless	British	army	captain	who	goes	by	the	name	“Black	Jack”	Randall	and	shares	a	twisted	history	with	Jamie,	and	you	have	a	set-up	that’s	ripe	for
turmoil.	Where	“Outlander”	most	notably	differentiates	itself	from	the	majority	of	genre	cable	fare	is	through	its	strong	female	protagonist,	something	that	should	help	Starz	appeal	to	a	largely	untapped	demographic.	While	the	cabler’s	recent	hits	like	“Spartacus,”	“Da	Vinci’s	Demons”	and	“Black	Sails”	all	feature	compelling	female	voices,	those
stories	were	undeniably	driven	by	male	perspectives	and	appetites.	Building	on	the	success	of	“The	White	Queen”	(although	“Outlander”	was	in	development	before	Starz	aired	the	historical	BBC	drama),	“Outlander”	is	undoubtedly	Claire’s	story,	with	the	luminous	Balfe	anchoring	practically	every	scene,	her	steely	gaze	and	quick	wit	positioning	her
as	an	ideal	entry	point	to	the	foreign	and	barbaric	land	she	finds	herself	trapped	in.	Perhaps	even	more	refreshing	is	the	show’s	willingness	to	portray	female	gratification	and	embrace	its	protagonist	as	an	empowered	sexual	being	in	a	way	that’s	sadly	still	rare	to	see	on	television,	where	many	members	of	the	fairer	sex	are	portrayed	as	the	Madonna
or	the	Whore	with	no	room	to	explore	the	spectrum	of	desires	in	between.	Rape	is	a	constant	threat	as	a	consequence	of	the	time,	yet	Claire	is	never	presented	as	a	helpless	victim,	nor	are	female	bodies	in	the	series	used	purely	for	titillation.	The	sex	is	steamy,	but	equal	opportunity	(if	anything,	the	camera	is	far	more	apt	to	linger	on	Heughan,	a
magnetic	force	of	nature	who	grows	more	compelling	as	more	of	Jamie’s	backstory	is	revealed).	Women	are	still	treated	as	chattel	and	chess	pieces	by	the	men	of	the	period,	but	by	giving	its	female	characters	voices,	intellect	and	agency	(a	novel	concept!),	“Outlander”	illustrates	that	female	protagonists	don’t	need	to	be	brutalized	in	order	to	give
them	strength,	nor	to	emphasize	the	stakes	of	the	world	they	inhabit.	Starz	made	the	first	six	episodes	of	the	series	available	to	critics	prior	to	premiere,	and	while	every	installment	has	its	charms,	the	sixth	hour	provides	some	of	the	most	riveting,	visceral	scenes	ever	to	grace	the	small	screen,	proving	that	“Outlander”	has	a	clear	sense	of	identity
and	a	willingness	to	push	boundaries	in	a	way	that’s	certain	to	leave	a	mark.	Whether	the	show	will	succeed	or	fail	is	impossible	to	predict,	but	“Outlander”	has	already	set	itself	apart	with	a	story	as	unique	and	confident	as	the	woman	at	its	center.	SEE	ALSO:	‘Outlander’	EP	Ron	Moore	on	Adapting	the	Bestseller	for	Starz,	Dispelling	‘Game	of
Thrones’	Comparisons	If	you're	looking	for	more	historical	romance	series	or	time	travel	books,	you've	come	to	the	right	place.	Here	are	the	top	series	to	listen	to	after	Outlander.Have	you	been	swept	away	by	the	Outlander	series,	the	epic	time	travel	romance	spanning	eight	books	(and	counting)	by	Diana	Gabaldon?	If	you’ve	made	it	through	the
entire	series	to	date	and	still	want	more	high-stakes	historical	adventure,	passionate	romance,	and	time-traveling	twists,	don’t	worry—we	have	some	great	recommendations	for	you.	While	nothing	can	quite	match	up	to	the	magic	of	Claire	and	Jamie’s	love	story,	these	audiobooks	like	Outlander	will	capture	your	imagination	and	your	heart!Save	this
list	to	your	Library	Collections	now.Tirzah	Price	is	a	librarian,	writer,	and	contributing	editor	at	Book	Riot.	If	she’s	not	reading,	she’s	usually	knitting	and	listening	to	an	audiobook.	Outlander,	a.k.a	the	sexiest	show	ever	made	about	time	travel	and	war,	is	about	to	return	for	its	penultimate	season	on	Starz.	Over	the	past	seven	seasons,	the	series	has
hopped	back	and	forth	between	multiple	centuries	and	continents	to	follow	the	love	story	between	Claire,	a	resilient	nurse	from	1940s	England	(Caitriona	Balfe)	and	Jamie	(Sam	Heughan),	a	rugged	18th	century	Scotsman.	Based	on	what	we	know	and	have	seen	so	far,	season	7	will	take	its	cues	directly	from	the	seventh	novel	in	Diana	Gabaldon's
Outlander	series,	An	Echo	in	the	Bone.	That	means	we’ll	see	Jamie	and	Claire	continue	to	fight	for	the	increasingly	precarious	new	life	they've	built	in	North	Carolina,	under	the	looming	shadow	of	the	Revolutionary	War,	while	their	daughter	Brianna	and	her	husband	Roger	settle	into	1980s	life	at	the	Scottish	estate	of	Lallybroch,	Jamie's	ancestral
home.	The	second	half	of	season	7	continues	down	different	timelines,	which	now	includes	a	third	branch	as	Roger,	while	searching	for	his	kidnapped	son	Jemmy,	finds	himself	in	1739,	crossing	paths	with	a	blast	from	the	past—or	future,	depending	on	how	you	look	at	it.	Given	the	breadth	and	complexity	of	the	Outlander	timeline–and,	let’s	face	it,	all
the	sex–it’s	no	surprise	that	the	Fraser-Randall-MacKenzie	family	tree	has	become	pretty	complicated.	So	as	you	mentally	and	emotionally	prepare	for	the	new	season,	here’s	a	primer	on	how,	exactly,	all	of	these	people	are	related.	Simon	Fraser	(Jamie’s	grandfather)The	Jacobite	Simon	Fraser–formally	known	as	11th	Lord	Lovat,	and	informally	known
as	“The	Old	Fox”–is	one	of	the	characters	in	Outlander	who	is	based	on	a	real	historical	figure.	Despite	being	Jamie’s	grandfather,	he’s	a	pretty	terrible	and	disloyal	person	all	round,	and	is	revealed	to	be	playing	both	sides	during	the	Jacobite	rebellion,	which	ultimately	gets	him	beheaded.	Davina	Porter	(Jamie’s	grandmother)Jamie’s	grandmother
doesn’t	appear	in	the	show,	but	her	name	has	been	confirmed	by	Gabaldon—it’s	an	homage	to	the	Outlander	audiobook	narrator	of	the	same	name.	Brian	Fraser	(Simon’s	son	and	William,	Jamie,	and	Jenny’s	father)Although	Jamie’s	parents	are	both	dead	in	the	Outlander	timeline,	their	love	story	will	be	the	focus	of	an	upcoming	prequel	series,	Blood
of	my	Blood.	Brian	(Andrew	Whipp)	and	Ellen	met	and	eloped	in	the	early	18th	century,	and	their	romance	endured	despite	Brian’s	father’s	best	efforts	to	break	them	up.	However,	thanks	to	a	time	travel	hiccup,	we	get	to	meet	Brian	before	the	prequel.	Brian	doesn’t	know	it,	but	the	man	knocking	on	his	Lallybroch	door	is	none	other	than	the	husband
of	his	granddaughter,	Brianna.	Roger	is	shocked	when	he	comes	face-to-face	with	his	grandfather-in-law,	who	offers	assistance.	Roger	avoids	encountering	his	father-in-law	as	a	teenager	as	Jamie	is	at	university	in	France.	STARZMurtagh	Fraser	(Brian’s	second	cousin)Another	potential	obstacle	to	the	Brian-Ellen	union	was	Murtagh	(Duncan	Lacroix),
Brian’s	second	cousin	and	romantic	rival.	Though	Murtagh	was	heartbroken	when	Ellen	chose	Brian	over	her,	he	remained	completely	devoted	both	to	her	and	to	her	son,	Jamie.	He	became	godfather	to	Jamie,	and	fought	by	his	side	in	multiple	battles,	before	being	killed	at	the	Battle	of	Alamance.STARZEllen	MacKenzie	Fraser	(William,	Jamie,	and
Jenny’s	mother)We’ll	see	the	details	of	Ellen	and	Brian’s	courtship	play	out	in	the	upcoming	prequel	series,	but	while	the	couple	had	many	happy	years	together,	their	love	story	has	a	tragic	ending.	Ellen	died	giving	birth	to	the	couple’s	fourth	child,	Robert	Fraser,	who	was	stillborn.Colum	MacKenzie	(Ellen’s	brother)Ellen’s	eldest	brother	Colum	(Gary
Lewis)	lives	with	a	condition	called	pycnodysostosis,	also	known	as	Toulouse-Lautrec	Syndrome,	which	affects	the	mobility	of	his	legs.	Despite	his	painful	and	debilitating	condition,	he’s	made	the	chieftain	of	Clan	MacKenzie—much	to	the	chagrin	of	his	hotheaded	younger	brother,	Dougal,	who	was	vying	for	the	position	himself.	Colum	eventually
grows	weary	of	living	in	pain,	and	enlists	Claire	to	help	him	to	die	in	peace.Frank	W	Ockenfels	3//STARZDougal	MacKenzie	(Ellen’s	brother)Headstrong	and	hard	to	pin	down,	Dougal	(Graham	McTavish)	had	a	complex	relationship	with	most	of	the	show’s	characters—but	none	more	so	than	his	nephew,	Jamie.	Before	his	death,	Colum	designated	Jamie
to	be	the	guardian	of	his	son	Hamish,	instead	of	Dougal,	which	exacerbated	the	resentment	that	already	existed.	Finally,	when	Dougal	tries	to	kill	Claire	and	Jamie	for	treason,	Jamie	kills	him	right	back	in	a	memorably	emotional	and	bloody	scene.STARZHamish	MacKenzie	(Dougal’s	biological	son,	raised	by	Colum)Although	Hamish	(Roderick	Gilkison)
was	raised	as	Colum	and	Letitia’s	son,	his	biological	father	is	actually	Dougal.	To	say	that	this	family	is	complicated	is	an	understatement.	STARZLetitia	MacKenzie	(Colum’s	wife)Because	Colum’s	condition	made	him	unable	to	have	children,	his	wife	Letitia	(Aislín	McGuckin)	became	pregnant	by	his	brother,	Dougal.	It’s	not	entirely	clear	if	she	did	this
willingly,	but	it	seems	to	have	been	a	strategic	move	rather	than	an	affair,	in	order	to	ensure	that	Colum	would	have	an	heir.STARZWilliam	Fraser	(Jamie	and	Jenny’s	brother)The	eldest	of	Brian	and	Ellen’s	children,	William	only	lived	until	the	age	of	11,	when	he	died	from	smallpox.Janet	“Jenny”	Fraser	Murray	(Jamie	and	William’s	sister)Ellen	and
Brian’s	second	eldest	child.	After	her	mother’s	death,	Jenny	(Laura	Donnelly)	took	over	running	the	household	at	Lallybroch,	and	continues	to	hold	down	the	fort	while	her	younger	brother	Jamie	is	away	on	his	endless	adventures.Aimee	Spinks//STARZJames	“Jamie”	Fraser	A	man	so	legendary	he	barely	needs	an	introduction.	James	Fraser	grew	up	at
his	family’s	Scottish	estate,	Lallybroch,	and	like	Jenny,	his	childhood	was	marred	by	losses:	first	his	beloved	brother	William,	and	then	his	mother,	both	of	whom	died	before	Jamie	was	ten.	He	grew	up	to	be	a	formidable	warrior,	serving	as	a	mercenary	in	France	and	a	soldier	in	Scotland,	before	his	life	was	changed	forever	by	meeting	Claire.James
Minchin//STARZIan	Murray	(Jenny’s	husband)Having	grown	up	together,	Jenny	and	Ian	(Steven	Cree)	married	at	a	pretty	dramatic	time	in	both	of	their	lives;	her	brother	Jamie	had	just	been	imprisoned	for	the	first	time,	and	shortly	after	that,	her	father	Brian	died.	Ian,	a	longtime	friend	of	Jamie’s,	had	just	returned	from	the	war	after	losing	part	of	his
leg.	Neil	Davidson//STARZIan	“Young	Ian”	Murray	(Jenny	and	Ian’s	son)Jenny	and	Ian’s	youngest	child	(John	Bell)	is	a	key	character	in	Outlander.	Born	during	a	fraught	time,	when	Redcoats	were	regularly	coming	back	to	harass	the	Frasers	at	Lallybroch,	Ian	took	after	his	uncle	and	grew	up	to	be	a	relentless	thrill-seeker,	following	Jamie	and	Claire
on	many	of	their	escapades.	Ian	became	a	Mohawk	and	fell	in	love	with	Wahionhaweh	(whom	Ian	calls	Emily).	The	pair	married,	but	Emily	(Morgan	Holmstrom)	had	several	miscarriages	and	then	a	stillborn	daughter,	and	Ian	was	asked	to	leave	to	improve	Emily’s	chances	of	having	children.	In	the	first	half	of	season	7,	Ian	finds	out	that	the	remarried
Emily	had	a	son	who	bears	a	striking	resemblance	to	Ian.	Now,	Ian	is	following	his	father’s	dying	wish	to	make	his	feelings	known	to	a	Quaker	called	Rachel	(Izzy	Meikle-Small)	when	he	returns	to	America.	STARZClaire	Beauchamp	Randall	FraserOne	of	the	many	things	Jamie	and	Claire	have	in	common	is	their	traumatic	childhoods.	Claire	lost	her
parents	in	a	car	accident	when	she	was	young,	after	which	she	was	raised	by	her	uncle.	It	was	through	that	uncle	that	she	met	Frank	Randall,	a	historian,	who	she	went	on	to	marry.	When	World	War	II	began,	Claire	became	a	combat	nurse	while	Frank	served	as	an	MI6	officer,	meaning	the	the	couple	spent	much	of	their	time	apart.	After	the	war,
they	take	a	trip	to	the	Scottish	highlands	to	reconnect—but	instead,	Claire	ends	up	inadvertently	whisked	back	into	the	18th	century.	There,	she	meets	a	certain	dashing	Scotch	warrior,	and	the	rest	is	history	(if	you	will).	James	Minchin//STARZQuentin	Lambert	Beauchamp	(Claire’s	uncle)Claire’s	uncle	Quentin	(Prentis	Hancock),	an	archeologist,
stepped	in	to	raise	her	after	her	parents	died	in	a	car	accident.	His	work	took	him	all	over	the	world,	and	Claire	got	to	go	with	him,	which	prepared	her	well	for	her	future	exploits	as	a	transatlantic	time	traveler.	STARZFrank	Randall	(Claire’s	husband)Frank	(Tobias	Menzies)	never	gave	up	searching	for	Claire	after	she	vanished	on	their	trip,	but	when
she	miraculously	returns,	things	are...not	the	same.	She	is,	of	course,	in	love	with	another	man—and	pregnant	with	his	child.	Despite	discovering	this,	Frank	loves	Brianna	as	his	own	daughter,	but	his	marriage	to	Claire	never	recovers.	In	the	end,	he	dies	an	unceremonious	death	in	an	icy	car	accident,	leaving	Claire	free	to	try	and	find	her	way	back	to
Jamie.Frank	W	Ockenfels	3//STARZBrianna	Randall	Fraser	(Claire	and	Jamie’s	daughter)Conceived	in	the	18th	century	but	born	in	1940s	Boston,	Brianna	(Sophie	Skelton)	is	understandably	conflicted	about	where	she	belongs.	After	mourning	the	loss	of	the	man	she	thought	was	her	father,	she	eventually	travels	back	into	the	past	with	Claire	and	tries
to	build	a	life	there	with	her	husband,	Roger.	Brianna	and	Roger	have	two	children,	Jeremiah	and	Amanda.	When	Claire	detects	Mandy	has	a	life-threatening	heart	defect,	the	couple	decides	they	must	return	to	the	20th	century.	When	Brianna	and	Roger	discover	Lallybroch	is	for	sale,	they	decide	to	renovate	the	now-dilapidated	ancestral	Fraser
home.	Bree	applies	for	an	inspector	job	at	the	local	dam,	which	after	some	sexist-based	resistance,	she	successfully	gets.	Unfortunately,	one	of	her	co-workers,	Rob	Cameron	(Chris	Fulton)	is	about	to	tear	Bree’s	family	apart.	Steffan	Hill//STARZRoger	MacKenzie	(Brianna’s	husband)History	professor	Roger	(Richard	Rankin)	first	becomes	involved	with
Claire	and	Brianna	when	they	come	to	him	seeking	answers	about	a	group	of	Scotsmen	who	fought	in	the	1945	Jacobite	rising—and	one	in	particular	by	the	name	of	Jamie	Fraser.	During	the	course	of	that	“research	project,”	he	and	Brianna	begin	to	fall	in	love,	and	in	season	5	the	couple	get	married.	Roger	became	a	minister	to	those	on	Fraser’s
Ridge	but	has	not	pursued	this	path	after	returning	to	Scotland	in	the	late	’70s.	Instead,	he	has	been	writing	down	a	brief	history	of	time	travel	in	the	guise	of	a	novel.	Now,	he	returns	to	the	past	with	his	many-times	grandfather	Buck	to	save	his	kidnapped	son.	Unfortunately,	they	travel	too	far	back,	and	Roger	is	now	coming	face-to-face	with	other
members	of	his	family	tree	in	1739.	How	will	this	mess	with	the	myriad	branches?Jason	Bell//STARZJeremiah	Fraser	MacKenzie	(Brianna	and	Roger’s	son)Bree	and	Roger’s	first	child	Jeremiah	was	born	shortly	before	their	wedding.	At	the	time	of	his	birth	it	wasn’t	clear	who	his	father	was,	because	of	Brianna’s	rape	at	the	hands	of	Stephen	Bonnet,
but	a	distinctive	birthmark	later	proves	that	Roger	is	indeed	Jeremiah’s	dad.	Growing	up	on	Fraser’s	Ridge	gives	Jemmy	time	to	bond	with	his	grandfather	Jamie	so	he	still	has	vivid	memories	of	the	past	when	they	return	to	modern-day	Scotland.	Jemmy	has	knowledge	of	where	Jamie	hid	the	stolen	Jacobite	gold,	making	him	a	target	for	Bree’s	co-
worker.	Rob	kidnaps	Jemmy	and	now	Roger	has	to	save	his	son.Robert	Wilson//STARZAmanda	MacKenzie	(Brianna	and	Roger’s	daughter)The	season	7	trailer	shows	Brianna	giving	birth	to	her	and	Roger’s	second	child,	Amanda.	Due	to	her	health,	the	MacKenzie’s	return	to	the	20th	century.	The	procedure	works	and	the	family	seems	settled	until	Rob
Cameron	kidnaps	her	older	brother	Jemmy.	It	is	Mandy	who	alerts	her	parents	that	Jemmy	is	no	longer	in	the	same	timeline	because	Mandy	can	no	longer	feel	a	connection	to	her	brother.	Mandy	and	Bree	stay	in	1980	while	Roger	returns	through	the	stones	at	Craigh	na	Dun.Laoghaire	MacKenzie	(Jamie’s	wife)After	being	infatuated	with	Jamie	since
she	was	a	teenager,	Laoghaire	(Nell	Hudson)	ends	up	finally	getting	the	chance	to	marry	him	after	he’s	released	from	prison.	At	the	time,	Claire	is	back	in	the	future,	trapped	in	her	own	loveless	marriage,	but	Jamie	is	(of	course)	still	in	love	with	her,	and	the	marriage	quickly	breaks	down.	Laoghaire	never	overcomes	her	jealousy	of	Claire,	and
ultimately	conspires	to	have	her	put	on	trial	for	witchcraft.	When	Jamie	returns	to	Scotland	in	the	Season	7b	premiere,	he	visits	Laoghaire	to	deal	with	unfinished	business.	Jamie	agrees	to	amend	their	agreement	so	Laoghaire	can	remarry	and	keep	the	roof	over	her	head.	Ed	Miller	/	StarzMarsali	MacKimmie	Fraser	and	Joan	MacKimmie	(Jamie’s
stepdaughters)Marsali	(Lauren	Lyle)	and	Joan	(Layla	Burns)	are	Jamie’s	step-daughters	from	his	marriage	to	Laoghaire.	Though	the	marriage	ended	poorly,	Jamie’s	paternal	relationship	with	the	girls	is	very	real,	to	the	point	where	Marsali	even	calls	him	“daddy.”David	Bloomer//STARZAimee	Spinks//STARZFergus	Fraser	(Marsali’s	husband)Although
they’re	not	related	by	blood,	young	orphan	Fergus	(César	Domboy)	is	effectively	adopted	by	Jamie	and	Claire	after	they	meet	in	France	during	season	two.	Fraser	never	knew	his	own	parents,	and	is	scraping	by	as	a	pickpocket	in	Paris—but	after	Jamie	catches	him	in	the	act,	they	develop	a	bond	so	deep	that	they	become	chosen	family.	Fergus	later
goes	on	to	marry	Marsali,	Jamie’s	stepdaughter.David	Bloomer//STARZGeneva	Dunsany	of	Helwater	(William’s	mother)Geneva	(Hannah	James)	was	yet	another	woman	who	was	hopelessly	infatuated	with	Jamie,	but	she	took	thing	a	step	further	than	Laoghaire	and	actually	blackmailed	him	into	a	one	night	stand–days	before	her	own	wedding,	no	less.
She	becomes	pregnant	with	a	son,	William,	and	dies	giving	birth	to	him.Aimee	Spinks//STARZWilliam	Ransom	(Jamie	and	Geneva’s	son)William	(Oliver	Finnegan/Charles	Vandervaart)	grew	up	as	an	orphan,	never	knowing	that	his	real	father	was	Jamie.	He	was	raised	by	Lord	John	Grey,	a	close	friend	of	Jamie’s	and	husband	to	Geneva’s	sister	Isobel.
William	is	now	fighting	in	the	American	Revolutionary	War	for	the	British,	which	puts	him	on	the	opposite	side	of	the	conflict	to	his	biological	father.	At	the	moment,	William	doesn’t	know	that	Jamie	is	his	dad,	but	others	have	already	clocked	the	familial	resemblance.	Aimee	Spinks//STARZWilliam	Buccleigh	“Buck”	MacKenzie	(Roger’s	many	times
grandfather)Family	and	time	travel	make	for	complicated	bedfellows,	which	Roger	knows	better	than	most.	Jealousy	caused	William	Buccleigh	“Buck”	MacKenzie	to	target	Roger	in	season	5.	For	the	crime	of	hugging	Buck’s	wife,	Buck	turned	Roger	into	the	Red	Coats	as	a	rebel,	and	Roger	ended	up	with	a	noose	around	his	neck.	Graham	McTavish
cameoed	as	Buck	because	Tavish’s	fan-favorite	character,	Dougal	MacKenzie,	is	Buck’s	father.	Confused?	Thankfully,	Diarmaid	Murtagh	has	been	cast	as	the	accidental	time-traveler	Buck,	who	has	come	from	the	18th	century	to	1980.	Cousin	Buck	followed	the	humming	sound	through	the	stones	and	made	his	way	to	Lallybroch.	Roger	caught	the
prowler	and	realized	his	identity.	Buck	accompanies	Roger	as	they	look	for	Jemmy’s	whereabouts,	but	Buck	is	experiencing	ill	health.	When	the	duo	go	to	a	herbalist,	Roger	is	startled	by	who	opens	the	door.	Geillis	Duncan	(Buck’s	mother)It	is	hard	to	make	friends	in	another	century,	but	Claire	quickly	bonded	with	Geillis	(Lotte	Verbeek)	through	their
knowledge	of	herbs	in	1743.	The	pair	both	get	accused	of	witchcraft,	and	Geillis	confesses	to	save	Claire.	However,	Geillis	is	not	the	BFF	Claire	thinks	she	is.	Later,	Claire	learns	Geillis	survived	execution	because	she	was	pregnant	with	Dougal’s	child	(who	we	know	to	be	Buck),	and	Dougal	helped	her	escape.	In	1968,	Roger	and	Bree	meet	Geillis,
whose	real	name	is	Gillian	Edgars,	and	Gillian	tries	to	kill	Bree	because	Gillian	thinks	she	must	make	a	blood	sacrifice	to	time	travel.	Bree	survives,	but	Gillian’s	husband	does	not.	Now,	Roger	comes	face	to	face	with	Geillis	once	more	in	1739.	Caitriona	Balfe	(center)	in	Outlander	season	three.	Photo:	Aimee	Spinks/Starz	Entertainment,	LLC	The
sweeping,	verdant	vistas	and	wide	shots	of	battle	fields	that	often	fill	the	frames	of	Outlander	are	mostly	absent	from	its	third	season,	at	least	in	the	initial	few	episodes.	After	a	season	two	that	partially	played	out	like	a	war	movie,	the	latest	chapter	in	the	time-jumping	saga	often	retreats	into	interiors,	as	Jamie	Fraser	(Sam	Heughan),	the	hunka
hunka	Scottish	Jacobite	who’s	still	in	the	U.K.	circa	the	1700s,	ducks	into	hiding,	and	Claire	Randall	(Caitriona	Balfe),	having	taken	the	Stones	of	Craigh	Na	Dun	train	back	to	the	20th	century,	buries	herself	in	home	life	and	research	that	may	help	her	determine	what	happened	to	her	beloved	after	she	left	him	prior	to	the	Battle	of	Culloden.	It’s
appropriate	that	the	hero	and	heroine	in	this	absorbing	adaptation	of	Diana	Gabaldon’s	novels	are	so	often	depicted	in	more	confined	spaces	than	usual,	a	reflection	of	the	fact	that	their	separation	has	put	up	walls	around	their	hearts.	That	physical	and	temporal	distance	between	Jamie	and	Claire	serves	as	both	a	positive	and	slight	negative	in	the
early	part	of	season	three;	because	Heughan	and	Balfe	have	such	magical	chemistry	on	screen,	there’s	a	sense	that	something	vital	is	missing	from	those	first	few	hours.	But	that	feeling	also	heightens	the	sense	of	anticipation	that	comes	from	watching	Claire	ponder	the	possibility	of	returning	to	Jamie	while	putting	together	the	puzzle	pieces	that
could	lead	her	back	to	him.	(Is	it	too	spoiler-y	to	suggest	that	a	reunion	between	them	is	inevitable?	No,	I	don’t	think	it’s	too	spoiler-y,	especially	not	when	Gabaldon’s	books	exist	in	the	world.)	As	Outlander	resumes	and	turns	away	from	the	war	strategizing	that	characterized	much	of	season	two,	it	feels	like	a	different,	but	no	less	compelling	show,
and	one	focused,	to	my	delight,	more	on	personal	relationships	than	political	conflict.	Much	of	Claire’s	story	unfolds	in	the	1960s,	and	evokes	that	more	contemporary	(relatively	speaking)	period	in	ways	that	can	be	amusingly	jarring	given	how	accustomed	we	are	to	hanging	out	in	the	18th	century.	As	a	general	rule,	one	doesn’t	turn	on	Outlander
expecting	to	hear	the	theme	song	from	Batman	or	see	characters	watching	Dark	Shadows	on	TV.	But	during	that	era	we’re	also	able	to	observe	what’s	become	of	Claire’s	strained	marriage	to	Frank	(Tobias	Menzies),	who	has	stayed	with	his	wife	to	raise	Brianna	(Sophie	Skelton),	a	daughter	conceived	by	Claire	and	Jamie	after	she	jumped	through	the
space-time	continuum.	Frank	knows	he	will	never	be	the	love	of	his	spouse’s	life,	and	he	never	quite	gets	over	carrying	that	knowledge.	Menzies,	who	played	Frank’s	ancestor,	Jack	Randall,	with	such	flashes	of	menace	in	previous	seasons,	really	rips	the	band-aid	off	his	character’s	resentment	in	some	fine	dramatic	scenes	with	Balfe.	Meanwhile,	back
in	Scotland,	Jamie	recuperates	from	his	experience	at	Culloden	and	forges	relationships	that	will	prove	crucial	to	his	story	going	forward,	particularly	with	Sir	John	Grey	(David	Berry),	who	becomes	a	powerful	ally	and,	like	practically	every	living,	breathing	individual	who	crosses	paths	with	the	man	known	as	Red	Jamie,	not-so-secretly	attracted	to	his
new	friend.	Of	the	two	parallel	narratives	that	unfold	in	the	first	five	episodes,	Jamie’s	is	the	more	eventful	and,	because	of	when	and	where	it	unfolds,	the	one	that	feels	more	in	keeping	with	the	Outlander	sensibility.	The	least	interesting	characters	in	the	show	at	this	point	reside	in	Boston	in	the	Vietnam	era,	including	Joe	(Wil	Johnson),	a	doctor	and
colleague	of	Claire’s	who	is	essentially	a	human	ping-pong	table,	i.e.	he	exists	purely	so	Claire	can	bounce	thoughts	and	feelings	off	of	him,	and,	I’m	sorry	to	say,	Brianna,	who	functions	more	as	a	device	to	make	Claire	feel	conflicted	about	leaving	the	present	than	a	fully	fleshed-out	human	being	we	genuinely	care	about.	It	doesn’t	help	that	Skelton’s
performance	is	often	stilted,	something	that	sticks	out	even	more	when	she’s	in	the	company	of	actors	who	so	naturally	embody	their	characters.	(To	the	casting	directors’	credit,	every	time	you	look	at	Skelton,	you	do	see	hints	of	Sam	Heughan,	although	even	more	than	that,	I	see	a	dead	ringer	for	Michelle	Dockery.	If	someone	doesn’t	cast	her	as	the
daughter	of	Lady	Mary	Crawley	in	some	future	incarnation	of	Downton	Abbey,	they	are	doing	it	wrong.)	Ultimately,	though,	what	matters	most	in	Outlander	is	the	relationship	between	Claire	and	Jamie,	and	our	relationship	to	each	of	them.	Balfe	and	Heughan,	the	couple	with	the	most	enviable	curls	and	bone	structures	on	television,	simply	glow	in
front	of	the	camera,	even	as	they	convey	their	characters	at	their	most	melancholic.	Both	of	their	performances	feel	deeper	and	more	emotionally	resonant	than	they	have	before.	Without	revealing	too	much,	I’ll	also	note	that	episode	six	is	a	can’t-miss	installment	of	this	series,	both	for	die-hard	fans	and	anyone	who	believes	that	television	has	lost	all
its	sense	of	romance.	For	real:	you	may	want	to	block	off	some	time	on	your	Google	calendar	for	a	cold	shower	after	watching	that	one.	This	season,	Outlander	has	wisely	been	moved	from	its	Saturday	night	perch	on	Starz	to	a	9	p.m.	Sunday	slot,	the	one	that,	just	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	was	occupied	on	HBO	by	Game	of	Thrones.	That	doesn’t	feel	like
a	coincidence.	While	Outlander	is	a	very	different	series	than	the	one	set	in	Westeros	—	for	starters,	its	blood	runs	far	warmer	than	Game	of	Thrones	does	—	its	ambition,	sweep,	and	forays	into	brutal	violence	and	explicit	sex	suggest	that	in	the	Venn	diagram	of	current	television,	there	should	be	some	overlap	between	its	viewership	and	the	millions
who	tune	into	the	Jon	Snow	Show	every	week.	Perhaps	this	season	will	finally	prove	that	to	a	greater	extent.	Outlander	is	already	considered	a	phenomenon	to	those	who	have	fallen	under	the	spell	of	the	books	and	this	exceptional	adaptation.	In	its	third	year	on	TV,	it	feels	primed	to	break	through	even	wider,	not	just	as	a	filler	of	the	Game	of	Thrones
void,	but	as	an	emotionally	rich,	powerful	piece	of	storytelling	in	its	own	right.	Outlander	Returns	for	What	Should	Be	a	Breakout	Season	Production	Company:	Tall	Ship	Productions	Story	Mining	&	Supply	Co.	Left	Bank	Pictures	Sony	Pictures	Television	Soundtrack	New	York	Initial	Release	Date:	Aug	9,	2014	Number	of	seasons:	8	Seasons	Rating:	TV-
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all20252024202320222020201920182017201620152014Sign	in	to	rate	and	Watchlist	for	personalized	recommendationsSign	inSuggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Diana	Gabaldon's	Outlander	series	is	one	of	the	most	successful	book	adaptations	to	hit	televisions	in	the	last	decade.	The	first	Outlander	novel	was
released	in	the	1990s.	Each	new	book	amassed	a	moderately	sized,	devoted	following,	until	the	Starz	adaptation	premiered	in	2014,	launching	the	series	into	the	hearts	of	millions	of	new	fans.If	you	aren't	familiar	with	the	story,	or	need	a	refresher,	let’s	start	with	the	first	installment,	which	shares	its	name	with	the	series	itself.	In	Outlander,	British
Army	nurse	Claire	Randall	is	vacationing	in	Scotland	on	a	second	honeymoon	with	her	husband,	Frank	Randall,	who	is	interested	in	learning	about	his	family	history	while	there.	Claire	goes	out	for	a	walk	to	gather	plants	and	hears	a	strange	buzzing	sound	that	seems	to	be	coming	from	a	rock.	But	when	she	touches	the	rock,	she	faints	and	wakes	up
200	years	in	the	past.There	she	meets	Captain	Jack	Randall,	one	of	Frank's	ancestors,	plus	members	of	a	Scottish	clan.	Claire	uses	her	nursing	skills	to	treat	Jamie,	a	handsome	member	of	the	clan.	She	quickly	figures	out	that	she	has	traveled	to	the	past	and	decides	to	try	to	pass	herself	off	as	an	English	widow.	She	is	branded	a	"Sassenach"	or
"Outlander."	But	the	clan	chieftain	doesn't	believe	her	cover	story.	He	thinks	she's	an	English	spy,	so	now	Claire	is	stuck	in	the	past	and	suspected	of	being	a	traitor.	How	will	she	ever	figure	out	a	way	to	get	home	when	she's	being	watched	all	the	time?Luckily,	she	has	Jamie	to	make	her	ordeal	a	bit	easier.	In	a	strange	turn	of	events,	Claire	ends	up
married	to	Jamie	to	keep	her	from	falling	into	the	hands	of	the	evil	Captain	Randall.	But	what	does	this	mean	for	her	marriage	to	Frank	in	the	20th	century?	What	if	Claire	never	gets	home	again?That's	just	the	very	beginning	of	the	story;	this	is	a	romance,	a	work	of	historical	fiction,	a	time	travel	series,	a	soap	opera,	and	an	adventure	story	all	in	one.
To	date,	there	are	eight	books	in	the	Outlander	series.	That	means	a	lot	of	story	and	a	lot	of	major	characters	get	packed	into	one	universe.	And	as	characters	marry	or	have	children,	those	numbers	only	grow.	So	how	to	keep	track	of	them	all?We’ve	pulled	together	an	Outlander	family	tree	to	offer	you	an	overview	of	several	of	the	main	Outlander
characters	and	their	relatives.	There’s	also	a	who's	who	of	supporting	characters	of	importance,	and	a	description	of	the	main	clans	at	the	end.Heads	up:	If	you	haven't	yet	listened	to	the	books	or	seen	the	show,	this	post	might	contain	spoilers!Scroll	to	the	bottom	to	see	a	full-sized	image	of	the	Outlander	family	tree.Claire	Beauchamp	Randall	Fraser,
a	British	World	War	II	nurse	who	travels	back	in	time	to	Scotland:Claire's	parents	are	Julia	and	Henry	Beauchamp.	They	died	in	a	car	accident	when	she	was	five.After	the	death	of	her	parents,	Claire	was	raised	by	her	uncle,	Quentin	Lambert	Beauchamp,	an	archaeologist	and	historian.In	the	20th	century,	she	is	married	to	historian	Frank	Randall.	He
also	dies	in	a	car	accident,	20	years	after	she	returns	to	him.In	the	18th	century,	Claire	winds	up	married	to	James	Alexander	Malcolm	MacKenzie	Fraser,	of	Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat.	They	have	several	children:	Faith,	who	doesn't	survive	birth;	an	adopted	son	named	Fergus;	and	a	daughter,	Brianna.However,	Brianna	is	born	back	in	the	20th	century	after
Claire	returns,	and	she	is	raised	as	Frank's	daughter.	When	Claire	returns	to	Scotland	in	the	17th	century,	she	eventually	becomes	stepmother	to	Jamie's	son	by	Geneva	Dunsany,	William	Ransom,	and	his	stepdaughter,	Marsali	MacKimmie	Fraser,	from	his	marriage	to	Laoghaire	MacKenzie.She	is	later	married	to	Lord	John	Grey.James	Alexander
Malcolm	MacKenzie	Fraser,	soldier	and	landowner	of	Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat	and	Clan	MacKenzie	in	18th-century	Scotland:His	parents	are	Ellen	and	Brian	Fraser.	He	had	an	older	brother,	William,	who	died	of	smallpox	when	Jamie	was	six.	He	also	has	an	older	sister,	Jenny.	Jamie's	mother	Ellen	died	in	childbirth,	along	with	the	baby,	when	Jamie	was
eight.When	he	was	fourteen,	Jamie	went	to	live	with	his	uncle,	Dougal	MacKenzie,	who	was	his	mother's	brother.Jamie	marries	Claire	to	keep	her	from	falling	into	the	hands	of	the	evil	Captain	"Black	Jack"	Randall.	They	have	one	child,	Faith,	who	doesn't	survive	birth;	an	adopted	son	named	Fergus;	and	a	daughter,	Brianna.Jamie	has	a	son	named
William	Ransom	with	Geneva	Dunsany,	who	died	during	William's	birth.	Jamie	also	has	two	stepdaughters,	Marsali	MacKimmie	Fraser	and	Joan	MacKimmie,	from	his	marriage	to	his	second	wife,	Laoghaire	MacKenzie.Colum	MacKenzie:	Chief	of	the	MacKenzie	Clan:Colum	is	Jamie's	maternal	uncle,	and	brother	to	Dougal,	Ellen,	and	Jocasta
MacKenzie.He	is	married	to	Letitia	Chisholm,	and	they	have	a	son,	Hamish	MacKenzie.Dougal	MacKenzie:	War	Chieftain	of	Clan	MacKenzie:Dougal	is	Jamie's	maternal	uncle,	and	brother	to	Colum,	Ellen,	and	Jocasta	MacKenzie.He	is	married	to	Maura	Grant	MacKenzie.	They	have	four	daughters:	Molly,	Tabitha,	Margaret,	and	Eleanor.He	also	has	an
illegitimate	son,	William	Buccleigh	MacKenzie,	with	Geillis	Duncan.Dougal's	nephew,	Hamish,	is	actually	his	son,	because	his	brother	Colum	was	unable	to	father	a	child.Jocasta	MacKenzie	Cameron,	of	the	Clan	MacKenzie:Jocasta	is	Jamie's	maternal	aunt,	the	younger	sister	of	Ellen,	Dougal,	and	Colum	MacKenzie.She	has	been	married	four	times:
John	Cameron	of	Erracht,	Hugh	Cameron	of	Aberfeldy,	Hector	Mor	Cameron	of	Loch	Eilean,	and	Duncan	Innes.She	has	three	children:	a	daughter,	Clementina	Cameron,	by	her	first	husband,	John;	and	two	daughters,	Seonag	Cameron	and	Morna	Cameron,	by	her	second	husband,	Hector.Frank	Randall,	historian:His	parents	are	Jonathan	Edward
Randall	and	Nora	Sheffield.Frank	is	married	to	Claire	when	she	disappears.	Upon	her	return,	he	discovers	she	is	pregnant,	and	chooses	to	raise	the	child,	Brianna,	as	his	own.His	ancestors	are	members	of	the	Randall	clan.Murtagh	Fraser,	of	Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat:Murtagh	is	often	mistaken	for	Jamie's	father,	but	he	is	actually	his	kindly	godfather.He	is
not	married	and	hasn't	fathered	any	children.Brianna	Ellen	Randall	Fraser	MacKenzie,	mechanical	engineer:Brianna	is	the	daughter	of	Claire	and	Jamie,	but	was	raised	by	Frank	Randall	when	Claire	was	transported	back	to	the	20th	century	while	pregnant.She	has	a	half-brother,	William,	and	an	adopted	brother,	Fergus.	Her	sister,	Faith,	died	at
birth.When	Brianna	travels	to	18th-century	Scotland,	she	marries	Roger	MacKenzie.	They	have	a	son,	Jeremiah	"Jemmy"	Fraser	MacKenzie,	and	a	daughter,	Amanda	MacKenzie.Roger	Wakefield	MacKenzie,	20th-century	historian:Roger's	parents	were	killed	during	World	War	II,	so	he	was	adopted	by	Reverend	Reginald	Wakefield.After	Roger	travels
back	to	18th-century	Scotland	with	Claire	and	Brianna,	her	daughter	with	Jamie,	he	marries	Brianna.	They	have	a	son,		Jeremiah	"Jemmy"	Fraser	MacKenzie,	and	a	daughter,	Amanda	MacKenzie.His	ancestors	are	members	of	the	MacKenzie	clan.Jonathan	Wolverton	Randall	aka	"Black	Jack",	captain	of	His	Majesty's	Eighth	Dragoons:His	parents	are
Denys	Randall	and	Jessica	Wolverton.	He	also	has	two	brothers:	Edward	Randall	and	Alexander	Randall.He	is	married	to	Mary	Hawkins,	and	they	have	a	son,	Denys	Alexander	Randall,	who	is	actually	his	nephew.	The	boy's	real	father	is	Black	Jack's	brother,	Alexander.Geillis	Duncan,	herbalist,	murderess,	and	accused	witch:Was	originally	Gillian
Edgars,	married	to	Greg	Edgars,	in	the	1960s.	She	murdered	her	husband	in	a	ritual	in	order	to	walk	through	the	stones	into	the	past,	where	she	took	the	name	Geillis.Married	Arthur	Duncan,	the	procurator	fiscal,	and	murdered	him	when	he	discovers	she	is	pregnant	with	another	man's	child.She	has	a	son,	William	Buccleigh	MacKenzie,	whose
father	is	Dougal	MacKenzie,	just	before	she	is	burned	at	the	stake.Lord	John	Grey,	British	soldier:His	parents	are	Gerard	Grey	and	Benedicta	Stanley.His	mother	married	Sir	George	Stanley	after	his	father's	death.He	has	a	brother,	Harold	Grey,	as	well	as	two	half-brothers,	Paul	DeVane	and	Edgar	DeVane,	and	a	step-brother,	Percy	Wainwright.He
was	married	to	Isobel	Dunsany,	who	died	on	a	ship	at	sea	while	traveling	to	visit	him.	He	later	marries	Claire,	but	when	Jamie	returns	after	having	been	thought	to	be	dead	for	some	time,	it	makes	their	marriage	invalid.Laoghaire	MacKenzie,	of	the	Clan	Mackenzie:She	has	been	married	four	times:	Hugh	MacKenzie	of	Muldaur,	Simon	MacKimmie,
Jamie	Fraser	(invalid),	and	Joseph	Boswell	Murray.	She	has	two	daughters,	Marsali	MacKimmie	Fraser	and	Joan	MacKimmie,	by	her	second	husband,	Simon.She	is	Jamie	Fraser's	second	wife,	but	her	marriage	to	Jamie	is	later	proven	invalid	when	Claire	returns	back	to	the	18th	century.Supporting	Characters:Greg	Edgars:	Gillian	Edgars's	first
husband.	She	killed	him	as	a	blood	sacrifice,	as	part	of	a	ritual	to	help	her	pass	through	the	stones	to	the	past.Arthur	Duncan:	Gillian	Edgars's	second	husband.	She	killed	him	when	he	discovered	she	was	pregnant	with	another	man's	child.	(Her	husbands	don't	have	the	best	luck.)Geneva	Dunsany:	Daughter	of	Lord	and	Lady	Dunsany.	She	was
infatuated	with	Jamie,	who	did	not	return	the	sentiment.	On	the	eve	of	her	wedding	to	elderly	Ludovic	Ransom,	Eighth	Earl	of	Ellesmere,	she	blackmails	Jamie	into	a	night	of	passion,	which	results	in	the	birth	of	William	Ransom.	Geneva	dies	from	complications	after	William's	birth,	and	Lord	Ellesmere	raises	him	as	his	own	son.William	Ransom:	The
son	of	Geneva	Dunsany	and	Jamie	Fraser.	His	mother	died	after	his	birth.	He	is	the	legal	son	and	heir	of	Ludovic	Ransom,	Eighth	Earl	of	Ellesmere,	who	was	his	mother's	husband.	Since	the	age	of	six,	he	has	been	in	the	care	of	his	legal	guardian,	Lord	John	Grey,	and	his	wife,	Isobel	Dunsany,	who	is	also	his	maternal	aunt.Rev.	Dr.	Reginald	Wakefield:
A	vicar	in	20th	century	Scotland	who	raises	Roger	Wakefield	MacKenzie	after	the	death	of	his	parents.Mrs.	Graham:	Reverend	Wakefield's	housekeeper	in	Inverness.	Also	the	head	of	the	local	modern	druid	society	that	observes	ancient	pagan	festivals.	She	read	Claire's	tea	leaves,	which	basically	predicted	her	adventure	before	it	started,	saying
Claire	would	leave	on	a	journey,	but	also	stay.Fiona	Graham:	Granddaughter	or	Mrs.	Graham.	When	Mrs.	Graham	died,	she	took	over	her	position	as	housekeeper,	and	also	as	caller	of	the	stones.Mrs.	Baird:	The	owner	of	the	bed	and	breakfast	where	Frank	and	Claire	Randall	stayed	in	Inverness	during	their	second	honeymoon	in	1945,	before	Claire
disappeared.	Millie	Nelson:	A	friend	of	Claire's	in	the	20th	century.Joe	Abernathy:	A	friend	of	Claire's	from	medical	school	in	the	20th	century.Rupert	MacKenzie:	A	tacksman	of	Clan	MacKenzie,	and	a	cousin	of	Colum	and	Dougal	MacKenzie.Angus	Mhor:	Colum	MacKenzie's	body	servant	and	bodyguard.	On	the	television	adaptation,	he	has	a	larger
role,	serving	as	BFF	to	Rupert	MacKenzie.	His	actual	last	name	is	not	known,	so	he	instead	goes	by	"mhor,"	a	Gaelic	adjective.Janet	"Jenny"	Fraser	Murray:	Jamie's	older	sister,	and	only	living	sibling.	She	is	married	to	Ian	Murray	and	has	seven	children.Isobel	Dunsany:	Sister	of	Geneva	Dunsany,	wife	of	Lord	John	Grey,	and	maternal	aunt	of	William
Ransom.	She	dies	en	route	to	see	her	husband	in	Jamaica,	where	he	was	governor	at	the	time.Clans	of	OutlanderEven	if	you	don't	know	exactly	what	a	“clan”	is,	you've	still	probably	been	able	to	pick	it	up	from	context,	whether	you've	listened	to	the	series	or	watched	the	show.	According	to	Merriam-Webster,	the	definition	of	'clan'	is	"a	Celtic	group
especially	in	the	Scottish	Highlands	comprising	a	number	of	households	whose	heads	claim	descent	from	a	common	ancestor."	But	it	also	means	"a	group	united	by	a	common	interest	or	common	characteristics,”	meaning	that	maybe	you	are	not	necessarily	related	by	blood	or	marriage,	but	you	have	been	accepted	into	the	group	as	family	regardless,
like	Angus	Mhor.	There	are	two	major	clans	in	the	series:	the	MacKenzie	Clan	and	the	Fraser	of	Lovat	Clan.	The	MacKenzie	clan	is	a	real	clan	in	Scotland,	and	their	ancestral	home,	Castle	Leod,	is	widely	considered	to	be	Gabaldon's	inspiration	for	Castle	Leoch,	the	home	of	the	Clan	Mackenzie.	Notable	characters	related	to	Clan	MacKenzie	through
blood	or	marriage	include	Jamie	Fraser,	Angus	Mhor,	Colum	MacKenzie,	Dougal	Mackenzie,	Brianna	MacKenzie,	Roger	MacKenzie,	and	Jocosta	Cameron.Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat	is	also	a	real	a	Scottish	clan,	who	resided	in	the	Scottish	Highlands.	There	was	also	a	Clan	Fraser,	who	lived	in	the	Scottish	Lowlands,	but	for	the	purposes	of	this	series,
Gabaldon	used	fictional	people	from	Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat.	Notable	characters	related	to	Clan	Fraser	of	Lovat	through	blood	or	marriage	include	Jamie	Fraser,	Claire	Randall	Fraser,	Brianna	MacKenzie,	Fergus	Fraser,		Murtagh	Fraser,	Jenny	Murray,	and	William	Ransom.Here	are	a	complete	list	of	the	Outlander	audiobooks	in	order,	plus	some	of	the
titles	in	the	Gabaldon’s	Lord	John	Grey	series:•						Outlander	(1991)	•						Dragonfly	in	Amber	(1992)	•						Voyager	(1993)	•						Drums	of	Autumn	(1996)	•						The	Fiery	Cross	(2001)	•						A	Breath	of	Snow	and	Ashes	(2005)	•						An	Echo	in	the	Bone	(2009)	•						Written	in	My	Own	Heart's	Blood	(2014)•						The	Space	Between:	An	Outlander	Novella
(2013•						Virgins:	An	Outlander	Short	(2013)•						Seven	Stones	to	Stand	or	Fall	A	Collection	of	Outlander	Fiction	(2017)•						The	Outlandish	Companion,	Vol.	1	(2015)•						The	Outlandish	Companion,	Vol.	2	(2015)	The	Lord	John	Grey	series:•						Lord	John	and	the	Hellfire	Club	(1998)	•						Lord	John	and	the	Private	Matter	(2003)	•						Lord	John	and
the	Succubus	(2003)•						Lord	John	and	the	Brotherhood	of	the	Blade	(2007)	•						Lord	John	and	the	Hand	of	the	Devils	(2007),	a	collection	of	three	novellas.•						The	Custom	of	the	Army	(2010)	•						The	Scottish	Prisoner	(2011)	•						Lord	John	and	the	Plague	of	Zombies	(2011)	•						Besieged	(2017)	Click	to	view	a	full	sized	Outlander	family	tree
graphic.Liberty	Hardy	is	a	Book	Riot	senior	contributing	editor	and	velocireader	living	in	the	great	state	of	Maine	with	her	cats,	Millay,	Farrokh,	and	Zevon.	None	of	them,	to	the	best	of	her	knowledge,	have	ever	traveled	back	in	time.
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