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Article graphics | Credit Master English, AustraliaCoordinating conjunctions are the easiest and most common type of conjunction.A coordinating conjunction conjoins two words or group of words that are “equal” in terms of their syntactic status, i.e., they must be of the same word class or phrasal category, and they must have the same syntactic
function.There are seven coordinating conjunctions, for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so; sometimes “then” can also function as coordinatinating conjunction.The acronym: FANBOYS is usually used to remember these conjunctions, as shown below: FANBOYSForAndNorButOrYetSoThere are also four other coordinating conjunctions known as correlative
pairs or correlative conjunctionOpens in new window, these include: “either ... or,” “neither ... nor,” “both ... and,” “not only ... but (also).”In addition to these, some grammarians include also, “and yet,” and “and then.” .Coordinating conjunctions always come in between the two units that are conjoined.Examples of Coordinating Conjunctionsin the
examples below, the conjunctions are in bold, and the syntactic relation of the words they conjoin are indicated at the top:Researches will provide information on production and then storage.The mechanism of health and safety could be quite a blur.We are lagging on infrastructure, technology, pharmaceutic, and yet electricity.Neither they nor we
have got any reason to revolt. She can neither walk nor talk.We’ll just kick back and eat and eat.Common, but simple design problems ...What the scientist envisages is neither plausible nor practicable. It's either now or never.Coordinating Conjunctions Joining Phrasesa handsome boy and lovely girl It was so near, yet so far. that’s either two years or
a year between them. She would bark furiously and growl ferociously.They are either in the cupboard or under the sink.Coordinating Conjunctions Joining ClausesWhen a coordinating conjunction connects two independent clauses, it is often (but not always) accompanied by a comma:Alex wants to play for Young Stars, but he has had trouble meeting
physique requirements.When the two independent clauses connected by a coordinating conjunction are nicely balanced or brief, many writers will omit the comma:Gretchen has a great jump shot but she isn’t quick on her feet.The comma is always correct when it is used to separate two independent clauses connected by a coordinating conjunction.A
comma is also correct when and is used to attach the last item of a serial list, although many writers (especially in newspapers) will omit that final comma:Gretchen spent her summer studying basic math, writing and reading comprehension. When a coordinating conjunction is used to connect all the elements in a series, a comma is not
used:Presbyterians and Methodists and Baptists are the prevalent Protestant congregations in Oklahoma. A comma is also used with but when expressing a contrast:This is a useful method, but difficult to practice.In most of their other roles as joiners (other than joining independent clauses), coordinating conjunctions can join two sentence elements
without the help of a comma:Hemingway and Fitzgerald are among the American expatriates of the between-the-wars era.Hemingway was renowned for his clear style and his insights into American notions of male identity.It is hard to say whether Hemingway or Fitzgerald is the more interesting cultural icon of his day.Although Hemingway is
sometimes disparaged for his unpleasant portrayal of women and for his glorification of machismo, we nonetheless find some sympathetic, even heroic, female figures in his novels and short stories. Among the coordinating conjunctions, the most common, of course, are and, but, and or. It would be helpful to delve into the uses of these three little
words. They are discussed at length in a designated postOpens in new window. Coordinating conjunctions are used to join words, phrases, or clauses of equal grammatical rank. This post explores what these conjunctions are, including compound predicates and independent clauses. It also addresses whether sentences can start with coordinating
conjunctions. What are Coordinating Conjunctions? PinCoordinating Conjunctions - Created by 7ESL FANBOYS stands for For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So. Each letter represents a coordinating conjunction. These words help connect clauses or phrases in a sentence. Compound Predicate and an Independent Clause The two common uses

of coordinating conjunctions are to join two verbs to make a compound predicate, and independent clauses to make a sentence. Below are the two scenarios: Independent Clause Independent clauses have both a verb and a subject; therefore, they can make meaning on their own. For example: He was afraid of getting home late. He managed to make
a call. The above are two independent clauses and to combine them you can use a comma or a semicolon plus coordinating conjunction as illustrated below: He was afraid of getting home late, so he decided to make a call. Even though the two independent clauses are linked, each keeps its verb and subject. Joined them without a comma or
conjunction, will result in a comma splice error. Compound Predicate A compound predicate is a situation whereby one subject is shared by more than one verb in a sentence. The sentence below has a compound predicate. He wondered when she would get home and decided to call. The sentence does not appear to have much difference from the
independent clauses but it’s good to note that “she” is a subject that is being shared by two verbs, that is, “decided” and “wondered” since she did both. In the sentence above, there is no comma before “and” and consequently no independent clause because the whole sentence has only one subject. Can Sentences Start with Coordinating
Conjunction? Coordinating conjunction can technically appear at the beginning of the sentence. When this happens, it breaks the monotony of the sentences and puts more emphasis on them. The issue of using coordinating conjunctions at the beginning of the sentences is in constant disagreement. There are many in favor of it and also a large
number against it. According to author David Crystal, many English teachers banned this style of writing to their students in the 19th century because the students overused it. Alternatively, they should have warned them. Therefore, generations of children were and are advised even to date to avoid using coordinate conjunctions at the beginning of
the sentences. Moreover, there has never been authority behind this kind of condemnation. And it is not among the rules laid down by the grammarians. It should be used but sparingly to avoid confusing the flow and clarity of your writing. When starting a sentence with coordinating conjunction, think critically on its effect on your piece and its
usefulness. Examples of Coordinating Conjunctions We listened eagerly, for he brought news of our families. She didn’t speak to anyone, and nobody spoke to her. I don’t expect children to be rude, nor do I expect to be disobeyed. They rushed to the hospital, but they were too late. I will go shopping, or I will go camping. Kelly was a convicted
criminal, yet many people admired him. I was feeling hungry, so I made myself a sandwich. Of all the parts of speech, conjunctions probably pack the most usefulness into the most unassuming form. They’re function words, which means they exist only to be of service. In the case of conjunctions, that service is to express connections between other
parts of a sentence. Casey drank a glass of water because they were thirsty. The day Zoe went to the beach was both windy and warm. It was fair but unpleasant to hear the description of the damage I'd done to the car. Some of the most useful conjunctions belong to a subset known as coordinating conjunctions. They are the words that create links
between words or groups of words. Grammarly helps you communicate confidently What is a coordinating conjunction? A coordinating conjunction is a word that connects two or more elements of the same grammatical type. The word coordinating refers specifically to bringing things together on the same level; this is what sets coordinating
conjunctions apart from subordinating conjunctions, which join elements of unequal grammatical standing. The elements joined by coordinating conjunctions can be individual words, phrases, or clauses. The seven most common coordinating conjunctions are for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so—the first letters of which spell out the memorable acronym
FANBOYS. For And Nor But Or Yet So Here are some examples of FANBOYS in sentences: Plenty of vegetables were ready to be picked in her garden, so Maria didn’t go to the farmers’ market this week. Do you like the taste of peaches or mangoes better? Samir bikes to the park and plays soccer there almost every weekend. Coordinating
conjunctions to join single words When a coordinating conjunction joins two or more individual words, those words should be the same part of speech: a noun with a noun, a verb with a verb, an adjective with an adjective, and so on. Here are some examples, with the coordinating conjunctions in bold and the words being connected underlined: Did
you remember to bring pen and paper? Sometimes I shower or bathe at night instead of in the morning. Xan found her classmates’ comments on her writing challenging yet helpful. Coordinating conjunctions to join phrases Coordinating conjunctions can also link phrases of the same grammatical type. In the following sentence, the coordinating
conjunction and connects two noun phrases: The antique desk and the modern lamp look surprisingly natural together. Here’s a sentence in which the coordinating conjunction but connects two prepositional phrases: I got to the movie before Edam but after Vera. And in this next example, nor joins two adjective phrases. (Note that in the example, nor
is both a coordinating conjunction and a correlative conjunction with its partner, neither.) The snack we ate was neither very tasty nor filling enough to tide us over till dinner. Coordinating conjunctions to join independent clauses An independent clause is a clause that can stand alone as a simple sentence. When two independent clauses are logically
closely related, it often makes sense to combine them into a compound sentence with the help of a coordinating conjunction and a comma. I wanted something to eat, so I looked in the fridge. Reading fiction is beneficial, for it can make us more empathetic. The host borrowed dozens of folding chairs, yet there were not enough for the guests. We liked
the play’s story, but we didn’t care for its staging. Commas and coordinating conjunctions Commas appear before coordinating conjunctions in two different circumstances: when the coordinating conjunction joins two independent clauses to form a compound sentence and when it joins more than two elements in a series. In compound sentences Most
of the time, when a coordinating conjunction connects two independent clauses to create a compound sentence, a comma appears before the conjunction. I haven’t been to the supermarket yet this week, but I plan to go today. However, it’s generally considered OK to omit the comma when the two independent clauses are short and the coordinating
conjunction is and. I was hot and I was thirsty. In lists When and is used between the last two elements in a series of three or more things, the question of whether to use a comma before it is a matter of publishing style or individual preference. This comma is called the Oxford or serial comma. Both example sentences below are grammatically correct,
but the first uses the Oxford comma and the second does not. Let’s get ready for school, eat some breakfast, and watch television. Let’s get ready for school, eat some breakfast and watch television. Coordinating conjunctions vs. conjunctive adverbs Like coordinating conjunctions, conjunctive adverbs are transition words used to connect two logically
related independent clauses. Unlike coordinating conjunctions, they aren’t strong enough to do that job with just a comma between them and the first independent clause; they must be used between a semicolon and a comma. There are many ways to compost at home; however, some are more time-consuming than others. Coordinating conjunctions
to begin sentences There’s a common belief that it’'s grammatically incorrect to use a coordinating conjunction at the start of a sentence. But that has never been a rule. In fact, starting some of your sentences with coordinating conjunctions can make for polished transitions and give your writing a better sense of flow. The following examples express
the same idea, first with a coordinating conjunction starting a sentence and then without. The town always held a bell-ringing ceremony to kick off the new school year. But this year, the school district had something extra special planned. The town always held a bell-ringing ceremony to kick off the new school year. This year, however, the school
district had something extra special planned. Coordinating conjunction FAQs What is a coordinating conjunction? A coordinating conjunction is a word that connects two or more elements of the same grammatical type. Those elements can be individual words, phrases, or clauses. What does FANBOYS stand for? FANBOYS is an acronym for the seven
most common coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. When do you use a comma before a coordinating conjunction? When a coordinating conjunction connects two independent clauses to form a compound sentence, a comma almost always appears before the coordinating conjunction. It's acceptable to omit the comma if the two
independent clauses are short and the coordinating conjunction is and. When the coordinating conjunction and is used between the last two elements in a series of three or more, whether to use a comma before it (called the Oxford or serial comma) is a matter of personal choice or publishing style. There are seven coordinating conjunctions in
English. These words areF = forA = andN = norB = butO = orY = yetS = soCoordinating conjunctions are also called FANBOYS because the first letter of each word can spell FANBOYS.Joining Independent ClausesOne purpose of a coordinating conjunction is to join two independent clauses (simple sentences). For example:{ simple sentence } . {
simple sentence } .I am hungry. I do not have any food.With a coordinating conjunction:{ simple sentence } , [FANBOYS] { simple sentence } .I am hungry, but I do not have any food.When you combine two independent clauses with a coordinating conjunction, you create a compound sentence. Often, using compound sentence is better because it
helps the reader understand how the two ideas relate to each other. Because you have added "but", it shows that the ideas in each clause contrast.Joining Nouns (Phrases)Some coordinating conjunctions can also join noun phrases. (A noun phrase is a word like "pizza" or "delicious pizza"). For example,She likes basketball and soccer. (two nouns
joined by and)You can have soup or salad.She cannot dance nor sing.She looked beautiful yet worried.NotesWhen joining phrases, do not put a comma before the coordinating conjunction.The coordinating conjunctions so and for cannot join phrases.Coordinating Conjunction FunctionsHere is a table that shows the functions of each coordinating
conjunction:for: used to show cause & effect (similar to 'because')She was tired, for she did not sleep well last night.and: used to join two related ideas (the ideas do not contrast)l went to the store, and I bought a banana. nor: used with two negative ideas. (Note: nor is often used with neither. Also, with nor, the subject (my sister) and auxiliary verb
(did) are reversed)I did not like the movie nor did my sister.but: used to show contrast between two ideas (one idea is often positive, but the other is negative)I went to the store, but it was closed.or: used to join two different choicesYou can take the bus, or you can walk with me.yet: used for contrast (the same as but)The movie was boring, yet I
watched all of it.so: used for cause & effect (similar to for but the order of ideas is the opposite)She did not sleep last night, so she was tired.The man is happy, but then he is sad. (This image shows contrast.)Notes about Coordinating Conjunctions1. The most common FANBQOYS are and, but, or, so. The conjunction for is old-fashioned and rarely
used.2. In academic and professional writing, FANBOYS are generally not used to start sentences. Instead, they are used to join two independent clauses to make a compound sentence. However, in informal writing and speaking, FANBOYS are often used to start sentences.3. If you are joining two independent clauses, then some teachers believe it is
best to put a comma before the coordinating conjunction. If you are joining two phrases (i.e. nouns), then a comma is not required. Compare:{I opened the front door}, and {the dog quickly ran outside.} (with a comma)Both {independent sentences} are complete thoughts that can be written as simple sentences. If you want to combine them, some
teachers believe that you should put a comma before the FANBOYS.{I bought pizza} and {a hotdog}. (noun)The second phrase, "a hot dog" is not an independent clause (there is no subject or verb). Therefore, you should not put a comma before "and".{She looked in her bag} but {didn't find her pen}.Again, the second part {but didn't find her pen}
is not a complete thought (the subject is missing). Therefore, do not put a comma before 'but'.Do you think you understand? Insert the correct coordinating conjunction below.Exercises: Coordinating conjunctionsQuestions? Find a mistake? Please leave a comment below.- Created by Matthew Barton of Englishcurrent.com (copyright)Related
PagesConjunctions ExercisesConjunctive Adverbs Examples and Exercises Coordinating conjunctions are used to join two or more words, phrases, or clauses of equal importance in a sentence. They help to create a smooth flow of ideas and connect thoughts together. Understanding how to use FANBOYS correctly can make your writing more
effective and improve your communication skills in English. In this article, we’ll explore the rules and examples of coordinating conjunctions, so you can use FANBOYS with confidence. Pin Coordinating Conjunctions Coordinating Conjunction Definition Coordinating conjunctions are a type of conjunction that is used to connect two or more words,
phrases, or clauses of equal importance. They are also known as FANBOYS because they are represented by the first letter of each conjunction: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. When using coordinating conjunctions, it is important to understand how they work in a sentence. They are used to join words or groups of words that are similar in structure
and importance. For example, you might use a coordinating conjunction to join two independent clauses to create a compound sentence, or to join two nouns or two adjectives. Here are some examples of how coordinating conjunctions can be used: I like to swim, and I like to run. She is tall but also very graceful. He is not interested in playing soccer,
nor does he want to play basketball. It is important to note that when using a coordinating conjunction to join two independent clauses, you should always use a comma before the conjunction. This is known as a comma splice, and it is a common mistake that many people make when using coordinating conjunctions. In addition to joining words and
phrases, coordinating conjunctions can also be used to show contrast, addition, or reason. For example: She is not only intelligent but also very creative. (addition) He is very shy, yet he is also very friendly. (contrast) I am tired, so I am going to bed early tonight. (reason) The FANBOYS Acronym When it comes to coordinating conjunctions, the
FANBOYS acronym is a great tool to remember the seven most common coordinating conjunctions in English grammar. These conjunctions are used to connect equally important ideas in a sentence, and they are essential in writing clear and concise sentences. Here are the seven coordinating conjunctions that make up the FANBOYS acronym: For
The conjunction “for” is used to explain the reason for something. For example, “I am studying hard for the exam.” And The conjunction “and” is used to connect two similar or related ideas. For example, “I ate breakfast and went for a walk.” Nor The conjunction “nor” is used to connect two negative ideas. For example, “I don’t like coffee, nor do I
like tea.” But The conjunction “but” is used to show a contrast between two ideas. For example, “I wanted to go to the beach, but it was raining.” Or The conjunction “or” is used to show a choice between two ideas. For example, “Do you want pizza or pasta for dinner?” Yet The conjunction “yet” is used to show a contrast between two ideas, similar to
“but.” However, “yet” is often used to show a surprising or unexpected result. For example, “I studied all night, yet I still failed the test.” So The conjunction “so” is used to show a result or consequence. For example, “I studied hard, so I passed the test.” As you can see, these conjunctions are arranged in this way to provide the mnemonic acronym of
FANBOYS so that it is easier to remember them. These conjunctions are always placed between the two clauses or words that they are joining. The following are some examples of the coordinating conjunctions. Chris does not want tea. Chris does not want coffee. - Chris does not want tea or coffee. Here, we see how ‘or’ was used to combine the two
words and make a cohesive sentence using them. Also, notice how the ‘or’ is between the two words. I scored 60% in the exams this year. Anita scored 7% more than me this year. - I scored 60% in the exams but Anita scored 7% more than me this year. Here we see that ‘but’ was used in the middle to combine and show the relation between the two
sentences that were both equally important and cohesive by themselves. Usage of Coordinating Conjunctions Coordinating conjunctions are essential in English grammar. They are used to join two or more words, phrases, or clauses of equal importance. The acronym FANBOYS can help you remember the seven most common coordinating
conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. Here are some examples of how to use coordinating conjunctions: Joining two independent clauses: A coordinating conjunction can join two independent clauses (simple sentences) to make a compound sentence. For example, “I am hungry, but I do not have any food.” In this sentence, the coordinating
conjunction “but” joins the two independent clauses “I am hungry” and “I do not have any food.” Joining two words or phrases: A coordinating conjunction can also join two words or phrases of equal importance. For example, “I want to buy a car or a motorcycle.” In this sentence, the coordinating conjunction “or” joins the two phrases “buy a car” and
“buy a motorcycle.” Joining two adjectives: A coordinating conjunction can join two adjectives that describe the same noun. For example, “The cake is delicious and moist.” In this sentence, the coordinating conjunction “and” joins the two adjectives “delicious” and “moist.” Joining two verbs: A coordinating conjunction can join two verbs that have the
same subject. For example, “I like to swim and bike.” In this sentence, the coordinating conjunction “and” joins the two verbs “swim” and “bike.” It is important to note that coordinating conjunctions should not be used to join dependent and independent clauses. That is the job of subordinating conjunctions. Also, be sure to use coordinating
conjunctions sparingly. Overusing them can make your writing sound choppy and repetitive. Frequently Asked Questions What are some examples of coordinating conjunctions similar to FANBOYS? There are other coordinating conjunctions besides FANBOYS that you can use to connect two independent clauses or simple sentences. These include
“yet,” “for,” and “nor.” For example, “I am tired, yet I cannot sleep” or “He did not study, for he was too busy.” How can FANBOYS be used to create compound sentences? FANBOYS can be used to join two independent clauses or simple sentences to create a compound sentence. For example, “I like to swim, and my sister likes to run” or “She did not
study, so she failed the test.” What is the purpose of using FANBOYS in a sentence? The purpose of using FANBOYS is to join two independent clauses or simple sentences to create a compound sentence. This can make your writing clearer and more concise. Are there any rules for using commas with FANBOYS? Yes, there are rules for using commas
with FANBOYS. You should always use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when it is used to join two independent clauses. For example, “I like to swim, and my sister likes to run.” However, you do not need to use a comma when the coordinating conjunction is used to join words or phrases. For example, “She likes to swim and run.” What
are some other common conjunctions besides FANBOYS? Some other common conjunctions besides FANBOYS include “although,” “because,” “since,” and “while.” These are subordinating conjunctions, which means they are used to join a dependent clause to an independent clause. You might also like: Subjunctive Participle Past Participle Gerunds
Parts of Speech Coordinating conjunctions are essential in English grammar. They seamlessly connect words, phrases, and clauses to enhance clarity and flow. These connectors, commonly remembered by the acronym FANBOYS - For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So - help you link ideas of equal importance. Whether you're writing an essay, a story, or
just a quick email, mastering these connectors will make your sentences more natural and effective. In this guide, we’ll dive into what coordinating conjunctions are, how to use them, and common mistakes to avoid. Let’s get started! What are Coordinating Conjunctions? Coordinating conjunctions are vital words in English grammar that join elements
of equal importance within a sentence. These elements can include nouns, verbs, adjectives, or even entire clauses. By using coordinating conjunctions, writers can connect ideas in a way that creates smoother and more logical sentences. Download: What Are Coordinating Conjunctions? Their primary function is to link these elements, providing a
smooth transition and indicating the relationship between them. For example: Connecting Words: “She bought apples and oranges.” Connecting Phrases: “He is talented but humble.” Connecting Clauses: “I wanted to go for a walk, but it started raining.” The most commonly used coordinating conjunctions can be remembered with the mnemonic
FANBOYS: For And Nor But Or Yet So Each of these conjunctions serves a specific purpose, helping to show relationships like addition, contrast, choice, or cause and effect. Mastering coordinating conjunctions allows you to connect words, phrases, or clauses effectively, enhancing the clarity and readability of your writing. The FANBOYS
Conjunctions Let’s explore each of the seven coordinating conjunctions represented that make up the memorable acronym FANBOYS: Download: FANBOYS Coordinating Conjunctions 1. For Function: Introduces a reason or explanation. Usage: Similar to “because,” but used to connect two independent clauses. Example: “She took an umbrella, for it
looked like it might rain.” 2. And Function: Adds one thing to another, indicating continuation or addition. Usage: Connects words, phrases, or clauses that are similar in nature. Example: “He enjoys reading and writing.” 3. Nor Function: Presents an additional negative idea. Usage: Used after a negative statement, introducing another negative
element. Example: “She has never visited Asia, nor has she traveled to Africa.” 4. But Function: Shows contrast or exception. Usage: Connects ideas that are oppositional or contradictory. Example: “He is talented but lazy.” 5. Or Function: Offers an alternative or choice. Usage: Connects different possibilities or options. Example: “You can call me or
send an email.” 6. Yet Function: Introduces a contrasting idea, often implying an unexpected outcome. Usage: Similar to “but,” but with a stronger sense of contradiction. Example: “The team was inexperienced, yet they won the championship.” 7. So Function: Indicates effect, result, or consequence. Usage: Connects a cause with its effect. Example:
“The cake was delicious, so I had a second slice.” Understanding the specific function of each conjunction enables writers to convey precise relationships between ideas, enhancing the clarity and effectiveness of their communication. Rules for Using Coordinating Conjunctions Using coordinating conjunctions correctly makes your writing clear and
easy to understand. Let’s look at the rules with some simple examples. Download: Rules for Using Coordinating Conjunctions 1. Connecting Independent Clauses When joining two independent clauses, place a comma before the coordinating conjunction. Examples: “I wanted to go hiking but the weather was too cold.” “I wanted to go hiking, but the
weather was too cold.” 2. Connecting Words or Phrases When linking single words or phrases (not complete clauses), a comma is not needed. Examples: “She likes apples and oranges.” “He enjoys chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry ice cream.” 3. Starting Sentences with Coordinating Conjunctions While traditionally discouraged, beginning a sentence
with a coordinating conjunction is acceptable in modern writing for stylistic purposes. Ensure it doesn’t lead to sentence fragments. Examples: “But that’s not the only thing to consider when making a decision.” “And they lived happily ever after.” 4. Avoiding Comma Splices A comma splice occurs when a comma joins two independent clauses without
a coordinating conjunction. This is a common error and can make sentences confusing. Examples: “She loves to paint, she is very talented.” “She loves to paint, and she is very talented.” “She loves to paint; she is very talented.” (using a semicolon) 5. Avoiding Run-on Sentences A run-on sentence occurs when multiple independent clauses are joined
without proper punctuation or conjunctions. Use coordinating conjunctions to avoid this issue and maintain sentence clarity. Examples: “I went to the market I bought some fruits I came back home.” “I went to the market, bought some fruits, and came back home.” 6. Balancing Parallel Elements When using coordinating conjunctions, the elements
being connected should have a parallel structure for consistency and readability. Examples: “She enjoys hiking, biking, and to swim.” “She enjoys hiking, biking, and swimming.” Practice Exercises Enhance your understanding of coordinating conjunctions with the following exercises: 1. Sentence Completion Challenge Instructions: Provide students
with incomplete sentences where they must fill in the blanks with the appropriate coordinating conjunctions. Example: “I wanted to go hiking, it was raining all day.” Objective: Reinforce their understanding of the meaning and function of each coordinating conjunction. Download: Coordinating Conjunctions Practice Worksheet 2. FANBOYS
Matching Game Materials: Create flashcards with coordinating conjunctions (e.g., “For,” “And,” “But”) and matching sentence fragments (e.g., “it was late,” “I was tired.”) Instructions: Students match the conjunctions cards with the correct sentence fragments to form logical sentences. Objective: Help learners identify the correct conjunction based
on context. 3. Identify and Correct Errors Instructions: Provide sentences with incorrect usage of coordinating conjunctions and have students identify and correct the errors. Example: Here are sentences containing errors involving coordinating conjunctions. Identify the mistake and rewrite the sentence correctly. 1. She wanted to go shopping, she
didn’t have enough money. 2. He studied hard for the exam and he didn’t prepare for the essay question. 3. The cake was delicious but it was too sweet for my liking. 4. I don’t like horror movies nor comedies. 5. They wanted to go hiking it rained all weekend. Answers: 1. Error: Comma splice. Corrected: She wanted to go shopping, but she didn’t
have enough money. 2. Error: Missing comma before conjunction connecting two independent clauses. Corrected: He studied hard for the exam, and he didn’t prepare for the essay question. 3. Error: Missing comma before “but” connecting independent clauses. Corrected: The cake was delicious, but it was too sweet for my liking. 4. Error: “Nor”
requires parallel structure with a prior negative statement. Corrected: I don’t like horror movies, nor do I enjoy comedies. 5. Error: Missing coordinating conjunction between two independent clauses. Corrected: They wanted to go hiking, but it rained all weekend. Download: Identify and Correct Errors in Coordinating Conjunctions Ready to take
your skills to the next level? Explore our coordinating conjunction worksheets at Worksheetzone and practice even more! These exercises are designed to solidify your understanding and ensure mastery of coordinating conjunctions in no time! 4. Conjunction Story Building Instructions: In a group, have students take turns adding a sentence to a story
using a coordinating conjunction. Each sentence must build on the previous one. Example: “I woke up late, but I still managed to get to school on time.” Objective: Promote teamwork, creativity, and grammar skills. 5. Conjunction Relay Instructions: Divide the class into teams. Write sentence fragments on the board, and each team must write a
complete sentence using a coordinating conjunction before passing the marker to the next teammate. Objective: Combine grammar practice with physical activity for a dynamic learning experience. These activities can be tailored to suit different age groups and proficiency levels, ensuring that learning about coordinating conjunctions is both effective
and enjoyable! Frequently Asked Questions 1. What is the difference between coordinating and subordinating conjunctions? Coordinating conjunctions connect two elements of equal importance (e.g., two independent clauses, words, or phrases). Subordinating conjunctions, on the other hand, link a dependent clause (incomplete thought) to an
independent clause (complete thought). Coordinating: “I wanted to go swimming, but it started raining.” Subordinating: “Although I wanted to go swimming, it started raining.” 2. Do you always need a comma before a coordinating conjunction? You need a comma before a coordinating conjunction only when it connects two independent clauses. If it
connects smaller elements like words or phrases, no comma is needed. 3. Are all conjunctions part of FANBOYS? No, FANBOYS represents only the seven coordinating conjunctions in English. Other types of conjunctions, such as subordinating conjunctions (e.g., because, although, since) and correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor, not
only/but also), are not included in FANBOYS. Each type of conjunction serves different grammatical purposes. 4. Can coordinating conjunctions connect more than two elements? Yes, coordinating conjunctions can link multiple words, phrases, or clauses, but they are typically used between the final two elements in a list. Example: “I bought apples,
oranges, bananas, and grapes.” Reflection Mastering coordinating conjunctions is key to clear and effective writing. By understanding FANBOYS, applying the rules, and practicing regularly, you’ll write sentences that are polished and professional. Don’t forget to challenge yourself with practice exercises and explore our worksheets for hands-on
learning. Start today, and let conjunctions transform your writing! Coordinating ConjunctionsHave you ever wondered how sentences come together to form coherent thoughts and ideas? One of the key elements responsible for connecting words, phrases, and clauses in English grammar is the coordinating conjunction. These humble words, such as
“and,” “but,” “or,” “so,” “for,” and “yet,” serve as the glue that holds sentences together, enabling clear and effective communication. In this blog, we will delve into the world of coordinating conjunctions, exploring their functions, usage, and importance in constructing well-structured sentences.Understanding Coordinating ConjunctionsCoordinating
conjunctions, often abbreviated as “coordinators,” are a group of small but mighty words in the English language. Their primary function is to connect words, phrases, or clauses that are of equal grammatical importance. They are also known as FANBOYS, which stands for the following seven words:For: Used to indicate a reason or cause. For
example, “She studied hard, for she wanted to excel in her exams.”And: Used to join similar or related ideas. For example, “I went to playground and played some football."Nor: Used to present a negative alternative. For example, “I don’t like pizza nor pasta.”But: Used to express contrast or opposition. For example, “My baby is cute but naughty.”Or:
Used to present alternatives or choices. For example, “Do you want tea or coffee.”Yet: Used to show contrast or surprise. For example, “I am tired, yet I keep working.”So: Used to indicate a result or consequence. For example, “I was tired, so I went to bed.”Coordinating conjunctions help create compound sentences, which consist of two or more
independent clauses (complete thoughts) joined together. They enable to express relationships between ideas, add complexity to writing, and maintain a natural flow in communication.Using Coordinating Conjunctions EffectivelyJoining Words and Phrases: Coordinating conjunctions can connect individual words or entire phrases. For instance, “I like
to hike and swim” (connecting words) or “She enjoys both reading books and watching movies” (connecting phrases).Combining Clauses: They are crucial for creating compound sentences. For example, “I wanted to go to the concert, but I couldn’t get tickets” (combining two independent clauses).Expressing Contrast and Alternatives: Coordinating
conjunctions like “but” and “or” are particularly useful when you want to present contrasting ideas or choices. For instance, “He’s tired, but he’s determined to finish the project” (contrasting) or “You can have chocolate or vanilla ice cream” (presenting alternatives).Maintaining Parallel Structure: When using coordinating conjunctions to join
elements in a list, it’s essential to maintain parallel structure. For example, “She likes to read, write, and paint” (parallel) as opposed to “She likes to read, writing, and painting” (not parallel).Avoiding Comma Splices: Be cautious not to create comma splices (joining two independent clauses with just a comma). Instead, use a coordinating conjunction
to connect them properly. For example, “She is talented, but she lacks confidence” (correct) versus “She is talented, she lacks confidence” (comma splice).ConclusionCoordinating conjunctions are the unsung heroes of English grammar, facilitating clear and effective communication by connecting words, phrases, and clauses. Understanding their
functions and using them correctly can enhance the structure and coherence of your sentences, making your writing and speech more polished and engaging. So, the next time you construct a sentence, remember the coordinating conjunctions that silently work behind the scenes to bring your ideas together.If you enjoy my stories, kindly show your
appreciationBy giving them a few claps and,Following me on Medium.By clapping, you’'re supporting writers and encouraging more thought-provoking articles. Together, we can foster a community of appreciation and inspiration. Trying to think of a way to remember which words are classified as coordinating conjunctions? We've got you covered.
katleho Seisa / Getty Images Remembering the parts of speech can be tricky. It may have been a while since you took a grammar class, so you might appreciate a helpful tool for remembering coordinating conjunctions. These helpful little words can be brought to mind using the FANBOYS acronym, which stands for: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So.
Admittedly, in the era of superhero franchises and blockbuster multiverses, dropping "fanboys" in reference to parts of speech can create some confusion. People might reasonably assume you're talking about "Star Wars" fans or some other group of hardcore followers of certain movies or TV shows. But despite the possibility of triggering any Star
Wars fanatics who happen to be within earshot, FANBOYS remains a reliable way to keep track of the seven most common coordinating conjunctions. Coordinating conjunctions are words that join independent clauses of equal value. That "equal value" part is important, as it distinguishes coordinating conjunctions from other connecting words, such
as correlative conjunctions and subordinate conjunctions. By using a coordinating conjunction, you can tie together different ideas (usually two independent clauses, but sometimes more) in a single sentence, giving them equivalent emphasis. This is something we all do in our everyday speech, and because it's so familiar to us, it can be hard to notice
at first. The seven most common coordinating conjunctions are: In a phrase or clause, coordinating conjunctions are essential for tying two things together to expand or clarify the idea you're trying to get across. Here are some examples of FANBOYS being used in sentences. I've seen the film at home and watched it in the theater.Turn on the fan or
open the windows.I was hoping to ace the test but I made an error.I'm a loyal Star Wars fan yet I also enjoy Star Trek. These examples are all pretty straightforward. To truly master these coordinating conjunctions, however, it's helpful to know about the different ways in which they can be used. On of the simplest ways to use coordinating
conjunctions involves linking together single words. What's important to keep in mind about this practice is that the words being connected ought to be the same parts of speech: nouns connecting with nouns, verbs with verbs, and so forth. Below are some examples of the FANBOYS coordinating conjunctions doing their work with single words. Note
the consistency of parts of speech being connected. I wasn't expecting all this rain and snow. (connecting nouns)As a leader, she's stern but supportive. (connecting adjectives)Depending on where we go this winter, we'll either surf or ski. (connecting verbs) Coordinating conjunctions used to connect phrases follow the same rules. This means that
they have to connect phrases that are of the same grammatical category. Below are some examples. I was going to visit the George Lucas Skywalker Ranch, for I'm a pretty big Star wars fan.The producers are asking for a rough cut, yet they still haven't given us a release date.I'm trying to write the story as a drama, but all my characters are funny.
Coordinating conjunctions can also be used to tie together two or more independent clauses. An independent clause can exist as a standalone sentence; it expresses a complete idea. However, to make your writing more fluid and readable, it can be useful to combine two clauses (or more) into a single sentence. Creating these compound sentences is
easy with the help of our friends, the FANBOYS. I haven't been on a road trip in years, nor have I traveled outside the country since college.l didn't enjoy that final episode of the show, yet I like all the actors who appeared in it.I've been burning the candle at both ends, so I decided to take a mental health break from work. Correlative conjunctions are
similar to coordinating conjunctions, but they have a slightly different function in syntax. Writers use such as "neither" and "both" to illustrate a relationship between the different clauses or words that are being linked together. They also get assisted by the FANBOYS, as you can see in the following examples: While I like to watch sports with my
friends, neither Tracy nor Frank can attend Sunday's game.Both the director and the producer agreed that the actors were perfect in their respective roles. FANBOYS! Coordinating conjunctions are the most popular category of English conjunctions. Simply put, they bring ideas together. They can join words, phrases, and clauses. In this lesson, you
will learn a common coordinating conjunctions list in English. FANBOYS - Coordinating Conjunctions We often use coordinating conjunctions to join words, phrases, or clauses that are of equal grammatical importance within a sentence. They are crucial in constructing compound sentences and adding variety to our writing. The

acronym FANBOYS helps us remember these conjunctions: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So. For expresses reason. And adds one thing to another. Nor combines two negatives. But shows contrast. Or presents choices or alternatives. Yet introduces a contrasting idea that follows logically. So implies a cause and effect. Remember, when using
coordinating conjunctions to connect clauses, a comma precedes them. For example: “I am hungry, but I do not have any food.” When they’re joining individual words or phrases, commas aren’t always necessary: “I brought pencils, pens and paper.” Connecting Words, Phrases, and Clauses When we write, we often need to join individual words or
groups of words that are equal in importance. FANBOYS helps us do this smoothly. For example, in the sentence, “We need milk and eggs,” the word “and” is the coordinating conjunction that links two nouns. In a phrase such as “after the show or in the morning,” the “or” connects two phrases. Similarly, when connecting two dependent clauses like
“She must hurry or she will be late,” the conjunction “or” is the glue that holds the sentence together. Conjunctions in Compound Sentences We use FANBOYS to construct compound sentences, which are sentences made up of two independent clauses. Each clause can stand alone as a sentence. We place a comma before the FANBOYS conjunction
when it’s used in a compound sentence. Here are examples: I am tired, but I have to finish this assignment. We could go to the movies, or we could go bowling. List of FANBOYS FOR The meaning of FOR is because or since. For as a conjunction is used to explain reason or purpose. (like “because” or “since”) Examples: He doesn’t want to buy any
electronical devices, for they are very expensive these days. My teacher loves me very much, for I am a successful student. I have to find a new job, for I am unemployed. She gets weight easily, for she eats everything very quickly. Scientists are trying to find a new livable planet, for the world is coming to the end. AND One of the most used words in
English is ‘“AND". It can be shortened by “&” sign in English. It means in addition to. And is used to connect words, phrases, or clauses that have the same grammatical function in a construction. Examples: I'm a husband and father. He came in the house and the phone began to ring. I work in a post office. And I also work in a library. She talked and
listened. Please calm down, Let’s wait and see. NOR It means and not. NOR is used before the second or last of a set of negative possibilities, usually after “neither”. Examples: She didn’t talk to her friends nor did she call her family. He can’t attend the meeting and nor can Ally. Neither Klevin nor Janny were at the school yesterday. Neither my son
nor my daughter like drinking milk. Today is neither the first nor the last day of the month. Neither my parents nor my friends supported me. BUT The meaning of BUT is however. It is used to show a disagreement between clauses, or to connect ideas that contrast. Also BUT means “except” when it is used after words such as all, everything/nothing,
everyone/no one, everybody/nobody. Examples: I have got a home, but I haven’t got a car. I go to work on Mondays, but I don’t go to work on Saturday. He is very good at playing football but not at riding a bike. Emmy goes to bed early, but She is always late for work. He loves to read books on that date, but he hates taking notes. He said he would
live with his family, but he gave up after that. OR It means either. OR is used to connect different possibilities. Examples: Sally lives in London or New York. Which color do you like red or blue? Does Clark have any brothers or sisters? Do you spend more time with your friends or with your family? Teenagers need to sleep seven or eight hours a night.
We can cook soup for dinner, or we can just eat leftovers. She studies hard for this exam or she fails. I will go to the party or stay at home. YET It means but. YET is used to introduce a contrasting idea that follows the preceding idea logically. Examples: Tomy plays basketball well, yet his favorite sport is football. Supporters of both teams complained
about extreme heat, yet they continue to watch the match. I really wanted my son to study at university, yet he left the school. She lost the racing, yet she was happy to take part in such a contest. SO It means therefore, for that reason. SO means with the result or consequence of something. Examples: She was sick, so she couldn’t attend the meeting.
I studied hard, so I will be successful in the exam. My daughter is very smart, so everybody likes her. He has a job interview, so he will go to London. Jack has changed, so much over time so nobody can know him. I don’t feel myself good, so I don’t want to go anywhere. Interactive Exercises Exercise 1: Coordinating Conjunctions Multiple Choice
Instructions: Choose the correct coordinating conjunction from the options provided to complete each sentence. I was hungry, (for/and/nor/but) I didn’t have time to eat. You can either ride the bus (for/and/nor/or) walk to school. She didn’'t want to go to the party, (for/and/nor/but) she ended up having a great time. The phone rang, (for/and/nor/so) I
answered it. He wanted to play basketball, (for/and/nor/but) it was raining outside. We can watch a movie (for/and/nor/or) play a board game. She’s not going to the concert, (for/and/nor/so) she has to study for her exam. The cake was delicious, (for/and/yet/so) I had a second slice. He’s a talented musician, (for/and/nor/but) he’s also an excellent
singer. The instructions were confusing, (for/and/nor/so) nobody knew what to do. Answers: I was hungry, but I didn’t have time to eat. You can either ride the bus or walk to school. She didn’t want to go to the party, but she ended up having a great time. The phone rang, so I answered it. He wanted to play basketball, but it was raining outside. We
can watch a movie or play a board game. She’s not going to the concert, for she has to study for her exam. The cake was delicious, yet I had a second slice. He’s a talented musician, but he’s also an excellent singer. The instructions were confusing, so nobody knew what to do. Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks Instructions: Choose the appropriate
coordinating conjunction from the list (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) to fill in the blanks. I wanted to go to the beach, it started to rain. She must hurry  she will miss the bus. They offered me a job, I declined because I am moving to another city. He tried to lift the heavy box  he couldn’t move it an inch. You can have tea _ coffee,
whichever you prefer. She’s been working all day, _ she’s still not finished. We can go to the movies __ we can stay home. He doesn’t like broccoli,  does he enjoy eating spinach. The team played well _ they lost the match. She studied hard __ her efforts paid off when she got her exam results. Answers: I wanted to go to the beach, but it
started to rain. She must hurry or she will miss the bus. They offered me a job, but I declined because I am moving to another city. He tried to lift the heavy box but he couldn’t move it an inch. You can have tea or coffee, whichever you prefer. She’s been working all day, yet she’s still not finished. We can go to the movies or we can stay home. He
doesn’t like broccoli, nor does he enjoy eating spinach. The team played well but they lost the match. She studied hard and her efforts paid off when she got her exam results. Frequently Asked Questions What does the acronym FANBOYS stand for in grammar? FANBOYS is an acronym for the seven coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or,
yet, and so. These conjunctions play a pivotal role in connecting clauses and creating compound sentences. Can you provide examples of sentences using each of the FANBOYS conjunctions? Certainly! Here are sentences showcasing each conjunction: For: We went for a walk, for we needed some fresh air. And: She played the guitar, and he sang
along. Nor: He couldn’t find his keys, nor could he remember where he last put them. But: I wanted to stay, but I had an early meeting. Or: Do you want tea or coffee? Yet: She’s only a junior, yet she’s already taking senior-level courses. So: He was tired, so he went to bed early. How can one effectively practice the use of coordinating conjunctions?
To practice, try writing sentences that require joining two independent clauses or ideas using each FANBOYS conjunction. Reading well-written material and identifying the conjunctions can also enhance your understanding. Could you explain the role of coordinating conjunctions within the 8 parts of speech? Coordinating conjunctions are one of the
eight parts of speech. They serve to connect words, phrases, or clauses of equal rank or importance in a sentence, thereby contributing to the overall cohesiveness of communication.. Many English language learners struggle with coordinating conjunctions, but fear not! In this article, we’ll be focusing on one specific type of coordinating conjunctions:
FANBOYS. FANBOYS is a mnemonic acronym that stands for the seven most common coordinating conjunctions in English grammar: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. These conjunctions are used to connect two independent clauses or simple sentences, and can make a significant difference in the clarity of a sentence. Understanding how to use
FANBOYS correctly can help you to write more effectively and communicate your ideas more clearly. We’ll be discussing the rules and exercises for using FANBOYS conjunctions, as well as providing examples of how to use them in your writing. We’ll also be exploring the differences between FANBOYS and other types of conjunctions, and why it’s
important to use them correctly. By the end of this article, you’ll be a FANBOYS expert and will be able to use these conjunctions with confidence in your own writing. So, let’s get started! Fanboys Conjunctions: The Superheroes of Sentence Structure! Deep Dive into FANBOYS Conjunctions Meaning of FANBOYS FANBOYS is a mnemonic acronym
used to remember the seven most common coordinating conjunctions in English grammar. These conjunctions are used to connect two independent clauses that are of equal importance. The acronym stands for: F: for A: and N: nor B: but O: or Y: yet S: so These words are also referred to as coordinating conjunctions or FANBOYS because the first
letter of each word can spell FANBOYS. Examples of FANBOYS Conjunctions Here are some examples of how to use each of the seven coordinating conjunctions: For: I am studying hard for I want to pass my exams. And: I like to read books and watch movies. Nor: She doesn’t like to eat meat, nor does she like to eat fish. But: I wanted to go to the
party, but I had to study for my exam. Or: Would you like tea or coffee? Yet: He was tired, yet he kept on working. So: It was raining, so we decided to stay indoors. It’s important to note that when using a coordinating conjunction to connect two independent clauses, a comma should be placed before the conjunction. For example: “I like to read books,
and I also like to watch movies.” Related Subordinating Conjunctions: The Ultimate Guide for Better WritingIn conclusion, understanding and properly using the FANBOYS conjunctions can make a significant difference in the clarity and effectiveness of your writing. Remember to always use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when
connecting two independent clauses. Usage of FANBOYS in English Grammar FANBOYS are coordinating conjunctions that are used to join words, phrases, clauses, and sentences in English. They are essential in writing clear and concise sentences. Understanding the usage of Fanboys is crucial in mastering English grammar. In this section, we will
discuss the usage of Fanboys in sentences and paragraphs. In Sentences FANBOYS are used to connect equally important ideas in a sentence. They can be used to join two independent clauses (simple sentences) or two items of the same type. The seven coordinating conjunctions that make up the acronym Fanboys are For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and
So. Here are some examples of how FANBOYS can be used in sentences: I like to swim, and my sister likes to run. He didn’t study for the exam, so he failed. She is not feeling well, yet she came to work. I wanted to go to the beach, but it was raining. In Paragraphs FANBOYS can also be used to connect ideas in paragraphs. They can be used to show
relationships between sentences and paragraphs. When using Fanboys in paragraphs, it is important to make sure that the ideas being connected are related and equally important. Here are some examples of how FANBOYS can be used in paragraphs: In the first paragraph, we discussed the benefits of exercise. And in the second paragraph, we
talked about the different types of exercise. The company is expanding its operations. So, it is hiring more employees to handle the increased workload. The weather is getting colder. But, we can still enjoy outdoor activities like skiing and ice skating. In conclusion, FANBOYS are important coordinating conjunctions in English grammar. They are used
to connect words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. When using Fanboys, it is important to make sure that the ideas being connected are related and equally important. By using Fanboys correctly, you can make your writing clearer and more concise. Related Conjunctions: The Secret Sauce to Perfect English SentencesCommon Mistakes with
FANBOYS A comma splice occurs when two independent clauses are connected by a comma without a coordinating conjunction. This is the common mistake that people make when using FANBOYS conjunctions. For example, consider the following comma splice: Incorrect: I like to swim, I don’t like to sunbathe. In this example, the two independent
clauses are “I like to swim” and “I don’t like to sunbathe.” To fix this comma splice, you can use a FANBOYS conjunction or separate the two independent clauses into two separate sentences. Correct: I like to swim, but I don’t like to sunbathe. Correct: I like to swim. I don’t like to sunbathe. It is important to remember that FANBOYS conjunctions
should only be used to connect two independent clauses, not to separate them. Additionally, it is important to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when connecting two independent clauses with a Fanboys conjunction. In summary, to avoid common mistakes when using FANBOYS conjunctions, make sure to properly connect two
independent clauses using a coordinating conjunction and a comma. Avoid using Fanboys conjunctions to separate independent clauses. Tips for Using FANBOYS Effectively In Academic Writing When it comes to academic writing, using FANBOYS conjunctions can help you to create clear and concise sentences. Here are some tips for using Fanboys
effectively in academic writing: Use FANBOYS to connect two independent clauses that are closely related in meaning. Use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when joining two independent clauses. Avoid using FANBOYS to connect dependent clauses to independent clauses. Use FANBOYS to connect items in a list, but only if the last item
is preceded by a comma. Here are some examples of how to use FANBOYS effectively in academic writing: “The study found that there was a significant increase in test scores, but the sample size was small.” “The new policy aims to increase accessibility to healthcare for all citizens, and it is expected to be implemented by the end of the year.” In
Everyday Communication Using FANBOYS in everyday communication can help you to convey your thoughts and ideas more effectively. Here are some tips for using Fanboys effectively in everyday communication: Use FANBOYS to connect two independent clauses that are closely related in meaning. Use a comma before the coordinating conjunction
when joining two independent clauses. Use FANBOYS to connect items in a list, but only if the last item is preceded by a comma. Here are some examples of how to use FANBOYS effectively in everyday communication: “I went to the store, but they were out of milk.” “I want to go to the beach, or maybe we could go hiking instead.” By following these
tips, you can use FANBOYS conjunctions effectively in both academic writing and everyday communication. Remember to use them sparingly and only when they are necessary to connect ideas and create clear and concise sentences. Frequently Asked Questions How can I identify FANBOYS conjunctions in a sentence? FANBOYS conjunctions are
easy to identify as they are used to connect two independent clauses. They include the words for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. You can look for these words in a sentence to identify if a FANBOYS conjunction has been used. What is the purpose of using FANBOYS conjunctions in writing? FANBOYS conjunctions are used to connect two independent
clauses that are equally important. They help to create compound sentences and make writing more clear and concise. FANBOYS conjunctions also help to improve the flow of a sentence and make it easier to understand. Can FANBOYS conjunctions be used in complex sentences? FANBOYS conjunctions are used to connect two independent clauses
and create a compound sentence. They can also be used in complex sentences, but they must be used appropriately. It is important to note that FANBOYS conjunctions cannot be used to connect dependent clauses. What are some examples of sentences using FANBOYS conjunctions? I went to the store, but they were closed. She loves to dance, yet
she never takes lessons. He is a great athlete, and he is also an excellent student. You can have pizza or pasta for dinner tonight. Are there any rules for using FANBOYS conjunctions in writing? Yes, there are some rules for using FANBOYS conjunctions in writing. They should only be used to connect two independent clauses, and they should not be
used to connect dependent clauses. It is also important to use the correct conjunction for the sentence’s meaning and to place the conjunction in the correct position in the sentence. What are some common mistakes to avoid when using FANBOYS conjunctions? Some common mistakes to avoid when using FANBOYS conjunctions include using them
to connect dependent clauses, using the wrong conjunction for the sentence’s meaning, and placing the conjunction in the wrong position in the sentence. It is important to use FANBOYS conjunctions appropriately to avoid confusing the reader and to make writing more clear and concise. FANBOYS conjunctions are easy to identify as they are used
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Grammar » Conjunctions FANBOYS is a mnemonic acronym that stands for the seven most common coordinating conjunctions in English grammar. These coordinating conjunctions are for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. FANBOYS are used to connect equally important ideas in a sentence, and they are essential in writing clear and concise sentences.
Coordinating Conjunctions in English Grammar What Are FANBOYS? - Created by Englishstudyonline Definition of FANBOYS FANBOYS is a mnemonic device used to remember coordinating conjunctions in English. It stands for For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So. A coordinating conjunction is a word that connects two or more words, phrases, or clauses
of equal importance in a sentence. FANBOYS Examples FOR Shows reason or purpose Examples: I go to the library, for I love to read. Fan loves to watch Jane, for she dances beautifully. My husband and I went to Paris, for it was our five-year anniversary. Little John was very happy; for he was only seven years old. She is the Ruler destined to be my
successor, for she is a Royal Princess. AND Connects two or more ideas, shows addition. Examples: Anna likes to read and write. He laughed at that, and his laugh was merry and frank. He parked the truck in front of the house and headed down the hill. I like to eat cookies, and I like to drink milk. Everyday after school, I go to the library and study.
NOR Shows a non-contrasting, negative idea. Adds more negativity. Examples: The virus cannot live in immunized individuals, nor in nature. I refuse to hug to people I don’t know, nor will I kiss them. John doesn’t like to do his homework. Nor does he check his answers when he does do it. She did not return that night, nor the night after. She could
not speak, nor could she understand anything we said. BUT Shows contrast or exception Related Not Only But Also: Adding Emphasis and Clarity to Your WritingExamples: She objected at first, but finally submitted. She’s 85 but she still goes swimming every day. We’re making good progress, but we’ve still got a long way to go. Sarah’s a

highly intelligent girl, but she’s rather lazy. He said no more, but expressed his resignation to cruel fate by a gesture. OR Shows choice or option. Examples: You’'re going to have a little brother or sister. He’s probably at lunch or in a meeting. You don’t care whether he lives or dies, do you? He could go to the bar, or he could go to work. Do you like
chocolate or vanilla better? YET Shows contrast or exception. Examples: He can be strict yet understanding at the same time. The sauce was sweet yet had a spicy flavor to it. The weather was cold, yet bright and sunny. Her advice seems strange, yet I believe she’s right. SO Shows a consequence. Examples: I know you must be tired, so I will let you
rest. All the bars are closed by now, so what do you want to do instead? There weren’t enough beds, so I had to sleep on the floor. The mistake was already made, so there’s not much you can do about it now. Anna was feeling ill, so she went home to bed. Coordinating conjunctions, also known as FANBOYS, are used to join words, phrases, clauses, or
sentences of equal importance. FANBOYS stands for For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So. These conjunctions help to create a smooth flow of ideas and thoughts in a sentence. Related Conjunction | Definition, Types & Rules with Useful ExamplesUsage of FANBOYS in English Grammar Addition FANBOYS can be used to add information to a sentence.
When used for addition, they join two independent clauses with a comma before the conjunction. For example, “She loves to read, and he loves to write.” In this sentence, the conjunction “and” is used to add information about what both people like to do. Contrast FANBOYS can also be used to show a contrast between two ideas. When used for
contrast, they join two independent clauses with a comma before the conjunction. For example, “She loves to read, but he hates it.” In this sentence, the conjunction “but” is used to show the contrast between what the two people like to do. Choice FANBOYS can be used to show a choice between two options. When used for choice, they join two
independent clauses with a comma before the conjunction. For example, “You can have pizza or pasta for dinner.” In this sentence, the conjunction “or” is used to show the choice between two food options. Purpose FANBOYS can also be used to show a purpose or reason for something. When used for purpose, they join two independent clauses with a
comma before the conjunction. For example, “She studied hard, so she could pass the exam.” In this sentence, the conjunction “so” is used to show the purpose or reason for studying hard. Common Misconceptions and Exceptions Despite being a simple concept, there are a few common misconceptions and exceptions when it comes to using
FANBOYS. Here are a few things to keep in mind: Not all coordinating conjunctions are FANBOYS: While FANBOYS is a helpful mnemonic device to remember coordinating conjunctions, it’s important to note that not all coordinating conjunctions are included in this acronym. Other coordinating conjunctions include “yet,” “so,” and “for.” Commas are
not always necessary: While it’s generally recommended to use a comma before the coordinating conjunction when joining two independent clauses, there are exceptions. For example, if the two independent clauses are very short and closely related, a comma may not be necessary. FANBOYS can also be used to join other sentence elements: While
FANBOYS is most commonly used to join two independent clauses, it can also be used to join other sentence elements, such as phrases or words. FANBOYS cannot be used to join a dependent clause to an independent clause: A dependent clause cannot be joined to an independent clause using a coordinating conjunction. Instead, a subordinating
conjunction must be used. Negatives and exceptions can be joined using “nor”: When joining two negative or exceptional clauses, “nor” is used instead of “or.” For example, “I neither like coffee nor tea.” “Cause” is not a coordinating conjunction: Despite being a commonly used word, “cause” is not a coordinating conjunction and cannot be used to




join two independent clauses. Rent, rush, cancer, and image are not relevant to FANBOYS: While these words may have other meanings or contexts where they are relevant, they do not have any direct relation to FANBOYS or coordinating conjunctions. Related Conjunction | Definition, Types & Rules with Useful ExamplesOverall, understanding
these common misconceptions and exceptions can help ensure that FANBOYS are used correctly in writing and communication. Coordinating Conjunctions Quiz
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