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Written	by:	Nick	RedgroveReviewed	by:	Kate	LeeUpdated	on	23	April	2025A	brilliant	way	to	secure	top	marks	in	your	GCSE	English	Language	exam	is	to	become	an	expert	in	writing	sentences.	Understanding	the	different	types	of	sentences,	how	to	construct	them	and	the	grammatical	rules	will	improve	your	own	writing	immensely.	A	sentence	is	a
set	of	words	that	expresses	a	complete	thought.	To	be	grammatically	correct,	all	sentences	need	a	verb	and	a	subject.	Sentences	also	must	start	with	a	capital	letter	and	end	with	either	a	full	stop,	a	question	mark,	or	an	exclamation	mark.	For	example:Sumayah	played	football.In	the	above	sentence,	played	is	the	verb	(the	action	or	state	described)
and	Sumayah	is	the	subject	because	she	is	the	one	performing	the	action	(shes	the	person	who	played).To	become	an	expert	in	writing	sentences,	it	is	important	to	understand	what	a	clause	is.	Simply	put,	a	clause	is	a	part	of	a	sentence.	Clauses	can	be	divided	into	two	types:Main	clausesA	main	clause	can	stand	on	its	own	as	a	full	sentence.	It	needs
to	have	a	subject	and	a	verb.	Sumayah	played	football	is	a	main	clause	because	it	makes	sense	as	a	full	sentence.A	subordinate	clause	usually	has	a	subject	and	a	verb,	but	is	not	grammatically	complete.	It	depends	on	another	part	of	a	sentence	(the	main	clause)	to	make	sense.	For	example:Although	she	was	tired	out	from	a	long	day	at	school.This
sentence	doesnt	make	sense	on	its	own,	even	though	it	does	contain	a	verb	(was)	and	a	subject	(she).	However,	if	we	add	a	main	clause	to	the	subordinate	clause,	it	becomes	a	grammatically	correct	full	sentence:Although	she	was	tired	out	from	a	long	day	at	school,	Sumayah	played	football.There	are	other	ways	of	adding	subordinate	clauses	to	our
main	clause.	For	example:Sumayah,	who	was	the	teams	top	scorer,	played	football.Before	meeting	up	with	her	friends,	Sumayah	played	football.Sumayah	played	football	because	the	sun	was	finally	shining.Subordinate	clauses	are	great	because	they	add	extra	detail	to	your	sentences.	Make	sure	you	try	to	include	a	variety	of	subordinate	clauses	in
your	writing	because	examiners	love	to	see	a	range	of	sentence	types.There	are	three	main	sentence	forms:Sentence	formDefinitionExampleWhy	sentence	form	is	effectiveSimpleA	sentence	consisting	of	one	main	clause	(just	one	subject	and	one	verb)Freya	walked	to	school	quickly.Simple	sentences	can	be	powerful	and	emphatic,	especially	if	they
follow	a	complex	sentence.	Great	for	persuasive	writingCompoundA	sentence	containing	more	than	one	verb	and	two	or	more	clauses	typically	joined	by	a	connective	such	as	and	or	becauseFreya	walked	to	school	quickly	because	she	was	worried	she	would	be	late	again.Compound	sentences	can	drive	the	action	or	argument	forward	quickly	in	your
writingComplexA	sentence	that	contains	a	subordinate	clauseFreya,	who	hated	lateness	more	than	anything,	walked	to	school	quickly.Complex	sentences	are	brilliant	for	adding	extra	detail	about	people	or	places	in	descriptive	or	creative	writingThere	are	four	main	jobs	a	sentence	can	perform.	Knowing	the	type	of	sentences	can	help	you	in	your
reading	questions	too:	it	can	help	you	explore	why	a	writer	may	have	used	certain	sentences.Declarative	sentenceThis	is	a	statement:	it	tells	us	something.	Most	of	your	English	Language	exam	(the	reading	and	your	own	writing)	will	be	made	up	of	declarative	sentences,	because	both	description	and	facts	are	usually	in	this	form.	These	sentences
usually	end	in	a	full	stop.	For	example:The	climate	crisis	is	the	biggest	problem	the	world	faces	today.Exclamatory	sentenceThis	sentence	ends	with	an	exclamation	mark	and	expresses	surprise,	excitement	or	emphasis.	Only	use	this	sparingly	in	your	own	writing:	once	is	probably	enough.	For	example:Time	is	up	for	pretending	that	global	warming
will	somehow	fix	itself!Imperative	sentenceThis	is	a	command	and	will	contain	an	imperative	verb.	It	tells	someone	to	do	something	and	can	end	with	either	a	full	stop	or	an	exclamation	mark.	These	can	be	great	to	use	in	your	persuasive	writing	assignments.Make	a	stand	to	protect	our	planet.Interrogative	sentenceThis	is	a	sentence	in	the	form	of	a
question,	and	so	ends	with	a	question	mark.	It	can	be	very	effective	in	both	persuasive	and	creative	writing	to	engage	the	reader,	but	use	only	occasionally.Surely	we	all	want	a	place	to	live	for	our	children	and	future	generations?One	thing	examiners	always	comment	on	is	how	students	link	their	writing	together.	Ideally,	your	own	writing	will	be
cohesive,	which	means	your	sentences	fit	together	well	and	flow	naturally	from	one	to	another.There	are	a	few	great	tips	for	cohesive	writing	in	your	GCSE	English	Language	exam:Vary	your	sentence	lengths	and	typesHaving	a	variety	of	sentence	lengths	and	types	makes	your	writing	more	interesting	(and	easier)	to	read.Try	to	include	a	variety	of
simple,	compound	and	complex	sentences	in	your	writing	and	even	plan	this.	For	example,	you	could	plan	on	writing	a	two-word	simple	sentence	at	the	beginning	of	a	paragraph	to	signal	an	abrupt	shift	in	atmosphere.	Research	has	shown	that	the	highest-achieving	GCSE	students	on	average	write	shorter	sentences	than	lower-performing
students.Use	connectivesEspecially	when	it	comes	to	the	non-fiction	writing	tasks	in	the	exam,	such	as	writing	to	persuade	or	explain,	using	what	examiners	call	discourse	markers	can	connect	up	your	writing	in	a	logical	order.	Some	great	examples	of	discourse	markers	include:FurthermoreOn	the	other	handConsequentlyFor	this	reasonIn	factWrite
paragraphs	with	purposePlanning	your	paragraphs	before	you	start	writing	means	that	your	ideas	will	be	more	logically	presented,	and	has	the	added	benefit	of	allowing	you	to	plan	where	to	show	off	your	expertise	in	writing	sentencing.For	example,	you	could	include	a	single-sentence	paragraph	to	finish	your	creative	writing	answer,	leaving	the
narrative	on	a	cliffhanger.	This	type	of	conscious	crafting	is	exactly	what	examiners	give	top	marks	for	SPaG	(Spelling,	Punctuation	and	Grammar).Check	over	your	work	at	the	end	of	your	exam	and	correct	any	mistakes,	especially	missing	capital	letters	and	end	punctuationBe	ambitious	with	your	sentencing:	aim	to	use	a	deliberately	short	sentence
and	a	single-line	paragraph	in	your	writingVary	your	sentence	lengthsVary	your	sentence	types:Use	a	variety	of	simple,	compound	and	complex	sentences	throughoutTry	to	include	an	interrogative,	imperative	and	exclamatory	sentence,	especially	in	your	non-fiction	writingDid	this	page	help	you?	This	section	explains	how	to	use	different	sentence
types	in	writing.	To	keep	your	writing	engaging	and	effective,	its	important	to	use	a	mix	of	simple,	compound,	complex	sentences,	and	even	fragments	where	appropriate.	Overusing	any	one	type	can	make	your	writing	monotonous	or	difficult	to	follow.Simple	SentencesA	simple	sentence	expresses	a	single	idea	and	contains	only	one	clause.	It	has	a
subject	and	a	verb,	and	often	an	object	or	complement.	These	sentences	are	effective	for	clarity,	pace,	and	emphasis.Examples:The	dog	barked.(The	dog	=	subject,	barked	=	verb)I	enjoy	swimming.(I	=	subject,	enjoy	=	verb,	swimming	=	object)The	stars	were	bright.(The	stars	=	subject,	were	=	verb,	bright	=	adjective)Expanded	Examples:The	rain
fell	steadily.She	laughed	with	joy.The	sky	turned	orange	at	dusk.Compound	SentencesCompound	sentences	link	two	independent	clauses	with	a	coordinating	conjunction	(e.g.,	and,	but,	so,	or,	yet).	These	clauses	are	equally	important	and	can	stand	alone	as	simple	sentences	if	separated.Examples:I	was	tired,	but	I	kept	walking.The	movie	was	long,	so
we	left	early.He	loves	pizza,	and	he	orders	it	every	Friday.Expanded	Examples:She	studied	hard	for	the	exam,	but	she	still	felt	nervous.The	car	wouldnt	start,	so	they	called	for	a	tow	truck.He	wanted	to	go	to	the	park,	yet	the	weather	was	terrible.Complex	SentencesComplex	sentences	combine	an	independent	clause	with	one	or	more	subordinate
clauses,	which	provide	additional	information	but	cannot	stand	alone.	These	are	joined	by	subordinating	conjunctions	such	as	because,	when,	although,	while,	since,	unless.Examples:When	the	bell	rang,	the	students	rushed	out.Although	it	was	raining,	we	decided	to	go	for	a	walk.I	stayed	inside	because	it	was	too	cold.Expanded	Examples:After	she
finished	her	homework,	she	watched	a	movie.The	house,	which	was	built	in	the	1800s,	creaked	with	every	step.If	you	practise	regularly,	your	writing	will	improve.FragmentsFragments	are	incomplete	sentences	that	are	often	used	for	emphasis,	tone,	or	stylistic	effect.	While	they	shouldnt	be	overused,	they	can	add	dramatic	impact	when	placed
thoughtfully.Examples:Too	late.The	decision?	Hers	to	make.Nothing	else	mattered.Expanded	Examples:He	hesitated.	Just	for	a	second.The	moment	was	perfect.	Almost.The	verdict?	Guilty.Combining	Sentence	Types:	In	ContextBefore:"I	went	to	the	park.	It	was	sunny.	People	were	walking	their	dogs.	Children	were	playing	on	the	swings.	I	sat	on	a
bench	and	watched."After:The	park	was	buzzing	with	life.	The	sun	shone	brightly,	and	people	strolled	along	the	paths	with	their	dogs.	Children	were	playing	on	the	swings,	their	laughter	carrying	through	the	air.	For	a	moment,	I	just	sat	on	a	bench	and	watched.	Peaceful.	Perfect.This	example	demonstrates	how	a	mix	of	sentence	types	can	create
variety,	flow,	and	atmosphere.Key	Points	to	RememberSimple	Sentences:	Use	for	clarity	and	emphasis.Compound	Sentences:	Use	to	connect	equally	important	ideas.Complex	Sentences:	Use	to	add	depth	or	detail.Fragments:	Use	sparingly	for	emphasis	or	tone.By	varying	your	sentence	types,	you	can	enhance	the	rhythm,	tone,	and	effectiveness	of
your	writing,	making	it	both	dynamic	and	engaging.	Excellence,	opportunity,	and	community	the	best	education	money	cant	buy	is	right	here	for	your	child	in	NSW	public	schools.	Spelling	-	AQA	Punctuation	-	AQA	Words	are	grouped	together	into	sentences.All	sentences	should:start	with	a	capital	letterend	with	a	punctuation	markcontain	a	verb	(a
'doing	word')make	senseBack	to	topRevise	how	to	write	a	sentence.Back	to	topThere	are	four	different	types	of	sentences:statementscommandsquestionsexclamationsEach	type	of	sentence	does	a	different	job.Back	to	topMr	Firth	explains	the	four	types	of	sentences	in	more	detail.	Listen	carefully	and	join	in	with	the	activity!Learn	about	the	four	types
of	sentences	with	Mr	Firth.Back	to	topStatements	usually	end	with	a	full	stop	but	can	also	use	an	exclamation	mark.The	cat	ran	away	down	the	street.Commands	can	be	punctuated	with	a	full	stop	or	an	exclamation	mark.Fetch	me	my	cat.Questions	must	end	with	a	question	mark.Have	you	found	my	cat	yet?Exclamations	must	end	with	an	exclamation
mark.What	an	amazing	cat	you	have!Back	to	topRead	the	sentence	and	decide	whether	it	is	a	statement,	command,	question	or	exclamation.Back	to	topNow	that	you	know	the	different	sentence	types,	try	writing	some	yourself.Write	one	statement,	one	command,	one	question	and	one	exclamation.You	can	write	about	anything	you	like:	yourself,	what
you	can	see	in	the	room	around	you	or	outside	the	window.	Or,	you	could	let	your	imagination	run	wild!Back	to	topRemember	to	use	capital	letters	and	punctuation	correctly.Questions	should	end	with	a	question	mark	(?)Exclamation	should	end	with	an	exclamation	mark	(!)Statements	and	commands	should	end	with	a	full	stop	(.),	or	sometimes	an
exclamation	mark	(!)Back	to	topWatch	this	short	video	about	recycling	and	then	try	creating	a	recycling	poster.Learn	about	recycling	and	its	effect	on	the	environment.Make	a	poster	that	is	full	of	information	about	recycling.Make	sure	you	include	one	or	two	of	each	of	the	four	sentence	types	in	your	poster:	statement,	question,	exclamation	and
command.Include	as	many	facts	as	you	can	from	the	video	above.You	can	decorate	your	poster	with	fun	images	too!Back	to	topBack	to	topLanguage:EnglishCymraegGaeilgeGidhlig	We	acknowledge	that	Butte	College	and	its	satellite	campuses	stand	on	lands	that	were	originally	occupied	by	the	first	people	of	this	area,	and	we	recognize	and	honor	the
Maidu,	Wintun,	Wailaki	and	Nomlaki	Tribes.	We	thank	them	for	their	strength	and	resilience	in	protecting	this	land	for	centuries	and	aspire	to	uphold	our	responsibilities	according	to	their	example.	In	offering	this	land	acknowledgement,	we	affirm	Native	American	sovereignty,	history,	and	experiences.	Back	to	Library	Sentence	forms	refers	to	the
different	ways	sentences	can	be	structured.	Its	important	to	recognise	and	understand	the	different	sentence	forms	to	enhance	your	reading	comprehension.	There	are	four	main	sentence	forms:	simple,	compound,	complex	and	compound-complex.	Simple	sentences	contain	one	independent	clause.	The	purpose	of	a	simple	sentence	can	vary,	from
stating	a	fact	to	expressing	an	opinion	or	asking	a	question.	A	simple	sentence	forms	the	backbone	of	English	writing	and	can	be	very	effective	when	used	alongside	more	complex	sentence	structures.	Compound	sentences	are	formed	by	linking	two	independent	clauses.	They	use	coordinating	conjunctions	such	as	and,	but	or	so	to	link	these	clauses
together.	This	form	of	sentence	can	be	used	to	draw	parallels	between	related	ideas	or	create	a	natural	flow	within	a	text.	Complex	sentences	consist	of	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	They	use	subordinating	conjunctions	like	although,	because,	if	to	connect	the	clauses.	Complex	sentences	are	used	to	indicate	the
relationship	between	ideas	and	to	emphasize	one	idea	over	another.	Compound-complex	sentences	combine	the	features	of	compound	and	complex	sentences.	They	have	multiple	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	These	sentences	can	efficiently	present	logically	connected	ideas	with	varied	emphasis.	Its	crucial	to	use	compound-
complex	sentences	judiciously	to	avoid	unnecessary	complexity.	Identify	the	sentence	forms	used	in	the	text	and	consider	how	they	contribute	to	the	overall	meaning	and	impact	of	the	text.	Notice	how	different	sentence	forms	are	used	to	control	the	pace	of	the	text.	For	instance,	simple	sentences	often	slow	down	the	pace,	while	compound	or	complex
ones	can	increase	it.	Pay	attention	to	the	syntax	(the	arrangement	of	words	and	phrases)	as	well	as	the	sentence	form.	Consider	how	the	sentence	is	constructed	and	what	effect	this	might	have	on	the	reader.	Look	at	how	the	writer	uses	sentence	forms	to	develop	their	ideas	and	arguments.	Different	forms	can	be	used	to	highlight	or	downplay	certain
points.	Knowing	how	to	identify	and	analyse	sentence	forms	can	enhance	your	comprehension	of	texts.	Understanding	sentence	forms	can	help	improve	your	own	writing	by	providing	you	with	a	greater	range	of	options	to	express	your	ideas.	complete	sentence	subject	verb	object	Used	under	Getty	Images	license	A	complete	sentence	must	have,	at
minimum,	three	things:	a	subject,	verb,	and	an	object.	The	subject	is	typically	a	noun	or	a	pronoun.	And,	if	theres	a	subject,	theres	bound	to	be	a	verb	because	all	verbs	need	a	subject.	Finally,	the	object	of	a	sentence	is	the	thing	thats	being	acted	upon	by	the	subject.	Beyond	these	basic	elements,	a	complete	sentence	must	also	express	a	complete
thought.	We	need	to	fully	understand	whats	happening.	If	a	sentence	is	lacking	a	subject,	verb,	or	object,	it	may	be	classified	as	a	sentence	fragment.So,	you	might	say,	Claire	walks	her	dog.	In	this	complete	sentence,	Claire	is	the	subject,	walks	is	the	verb,	and	dog	is	the	object.	(Her	is	simply	a	required	pronoun	in	this	example.)Finally,	examples	of
complete	sentences	need	to	start	with	a	capital	letter	and	end	with	some	form	of	punctuation.	So,	at	the	end	of	a	complete	sentence,	well	need	a	period,	question	mark,	exclamation	mark,	or	even	a	semi-colon.	Consider	the	punctuation	the	finishing	touch	to	any	complete	sentence.	Without	it,	how	do	we	know	the	sentence	has	come	to	an	end?	At
times,	commas	will	also	be	integral	in	a	complete	sentence.	They	punctuate	clauses	within	a	complete	sentence.	For	example,	Without	her	dog,	Riley,	Claire	would	be	very	sad.	Commas	love	to	enter	the	scene	whenever	theres	a	natural	pause,	or	a	clause,	within	a	complete	sentence.	Complete	sentences	come	in	many	shapes	and	sizes.	Although	every
sentence	tells	a	story,	some	only	require	a	scant	number	of	words	while	others	give	a	fuller	description	with	commas	and	clauses.	Lets	take	a	look.I	ate	dinner.We	had	a	three-course	meal.Brad	came	to	dinner	with	us.He	loves	fish	tacos.In	the	end,	we	all	felt	like	we	ate	too	much.We	all	agreed;	it	was	a	magnificent	evening.I	hope	that,	when	Ive	built
up	my	savings,	Ill	be	able	to	travel	to	Mexico.Did	you	know	that,	along	with	gorgeous	architecture,	its	home	to	the	largest	tamale?Wouldnt	it	be	lovely	to	enjoy	a	week	soaking	up	the	culture?Oh,	how	Id	love	to	go!Of	all	the	places	to	travel,	Mexico	is	at	the	top	of	my	list.Would	you	like	to	travel	with	me?Isnt	language	learning	fun?There	is	so	much	to
understand.I	love	learning!Sentences	come	in	many	shapes	and	sizes.Nothing	beats	a	complete	sentence.Once	you	know	all	the	elements,	its	not	difficult	to	pull	together	a	sentence.	The	art	of	crafting	a	single	sentence	brings	together	subjects,	verbs,	and	objects	with	cohesion.	Punctuation	also	makes	its	mark,	too.	A	period	indicates	a	declarative	or
informative	sentence.	An	exclamation	mark	indicates	an	exclamatory	sentence.	And,	of	course,	our	friend	the	question	mark	indicates	an	interrogative	sentence.	Youve	also	got	simple	sentences	that	merely	contain	subjects	and	verbs,	and	more	complex	sentences	that	contain	more	than	one	clause,	connected	by	commas,	colons	or	semi-colons.As	long
as	you	remember	to	include	these	crucial	components	-	and	a	healthy	dose	of	punctuation	youll	be	well	on	your	way	to	sentence	mastery.	A	handful	of	words	form	a	sentence.	A	handful	of	sentences	form	a	paragraph.	Before	you	know	it,	youve	got	the	next	great	American	novel	in	the	works!	Having	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	different	types	of
sentences	is	vital	for	clear	communication	and	effective	writing	for	many	reasons.Knowing	the	different	types	of	sentences,	what	purposes	they	serve,	and	when	and	how	to	use	them	facilitates	clarity.	In	simpler	terms,	it	makes	your	writing	easier	to	understand.Using	different	types	of	sentences	enhances	the	variety	of	your	writing	while	adding
rhythm	and	flow,	which	keep	your	readers	engaged.Employing	a	variety	of	sentence	types	in	your	writing	gives	you	more	control	as	a	writeryou	get	to	decide	the	flow	and	emphasis.Think	of	it	this	way:	If	youve	ever	sat	through	a	boring	lecture	or	presentation,	chances	are	the	speaker	was	talking	in	a	monotonous	tone	and	using	the	same	types	of
sentences	over	and	over	again.On	the	contrary,	if	youve	ever	been	to	a	lecture	or	presentation	that	kept	you	engaged	and	interested,	then	that	speaker	most	likely	used	long	and	short	sentences,	asked	questions,	and	made	exclamations.So,	if	you	want	to	compose	effective	writing	and	keep	your	audience	engaged,	then	its	a	good	idea	to	learn	about
the	different	types	of	sentences.Lets	get	started!	The	Four	Types	of	Sentences	Based	on	Grammatical	ClassificationGrammatical	classifications	of	sentences	focus	on	their	structure	and	the	arrangement	of	clauses	within	them.Simple	SentenceA	simple	sentence	is	made	up	of	one	independent	clause	and	no	dependent	clause.Remember,	an
independent	clause	contains	a	subject	and	a	predicate	and	expresses	a	complete	thought.	On	the	other	hand,	a	dependent	clause	contains	a	subject	and	verb	but	does	not	express	a	complete	thought	and	therefore	cannot	stand	alone.Here	are	a	few	examples	of	simple	sentences:She	sings	beautifully.The	cat	is	taking	a	nap.He	ran	to	catch	the	bus.A
simple	sentence	contains	one	independent	clause.Compound	SentenceA	compound	sentence	contains	two	or	more	independent	clauses.	A	comma	and	a	coordinating	conjunction	(and,	but,	or,	nor,	for,	so,	yet)	or	semicolon	join	the	clauses.	There	are	no	dependent	clauses	in	a	compound	sentence.I	enjoy	hiking,	but	my	twin	sister	prefers	swimming.The
sun	was	shining	brightly,	so	we	decided	to	have	a	family	beach	day.My	younger	brother	loves	football;	he	practices	every	day	as	much	as	he	can.A	compound	sentence	contains	multiple	independent	clauses.Complex	SentenceA	complex	sentence	comprises	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.If	the	dependent	clause	precedes	the
independent	clause,	then	a	comma	is	needed	to	connect	them.	But	if	the	independent	clause	is	first,	then	the	clauses	are	joined	with	subordinating	conjunctions.After	I	finished	the	project,	I	went	outside	for	a	walk.Due	to	her	determination	and	grit,	she	won	first	place	in	the	swimming	competition.We	didnt	attend	the	ceremony	because	we	all	came
down	with	the	flu.A	complex	sentence	contains	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.Compound-Complex	SentenceA	compound-complex	sentence	contains	two	or	more	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.We	tried	our	best,	but	we	still	didnt	win	first	place,	and	we	were	disappointed	with	the	result.Lucy	went	to
the	store,	and	while	she	was	there,	she	ran	into	an	old	friend	who	she	hadnt	seen	in	years,	so	they	decided	to	grab	a	cup	of	coffee	and	catch	up.Johan	finished	his	homework	early,	so	we	decided	to	go	for	a	walk,	but	when	it	started	raining,	we	had	to	return	home.A	compound-complex	sentence	contains	multiple	independent	clauses	along	with	at	least
one	dependent	clause.Now	that	weve	covered	the	grammatical	classifications,	lets	review	sentences	based	on	their	functions.The	Four	Types	of	Sentences	Based	on	FunctionalityBased	on	their	function,	sentences	can	be	classified	into	four	categories.Declarative	SentenceA	declarative	sentence	makes	a	statement	or	provides	information.	They	usually
end	with	a	period.I	live	next	to	the	school.We	were	deciding	whether	to	attend	the	event.My	birthday	is	next	Monday.This	is	an	example	of	a	declarative	sentence.Interrogative	SentenceAn	interrogative	sentence	is	used	to	ask	questions	and	seek	information.	It	often	begins	with	a	question	pronoun	(who,	what,	where,	when,	why,	how,	etc.),	and	always
ends	with	a	question	mark.Why	did	you	leave	that	there?Where	did	you	go	on	vacation?How	are	you	doing?Interrogative	sentences	always	end	with	a	question	mark.Imperative	SentenceImperative	sentences	give	commands,	instructions,	or	requests.	Imperative	sentences	usually	do	not	have	a	subject	explicitly	stated.	Instead,	the	subject	is
implied.Please	pass	me	the	salt.Dont	forget	to	buy	some	milk	on	your	way	home	from	work.Close	the	door!Imperative	sentences	can	end	with	a	period	or	exclamation	point.Exclamatory	SentenceExclamatory	sentences	express	strong	emotions,	like	excitement	or	surprise.	They	are	used	to	express	joy,	anger,	astonishment,	or	any	other	intense	feeling.
Exclamatory	sentences	typically	end	with	an	exclamation	mark.Wow,	what	a	beautiful	sunset!That	rollercoaster	was	scary	but	so	much	fun!What	a	remarkable	performance!Exclamatory	sentences	usually	end	with	an	exclamation	mark.Enhance	Your	Writing	With	Flawless	SentencesNow	that	you	understand	all	the	different	types	of	sentences,	heres	a
tip:	Make	sure	your	sentences	are	free	of	grammar,	spelling,	and	punctuation	errors.You	can	use	all	the	right	sentences	at	the	right	time,	but	if	they	contain	mistakes,	their	messages	wont	be	as	strong,	and	your	audience	will	be	put	off.	Avoid	this	by	using	LanguageTool,	a	multilingual	writing	assistant	that	ensures	perfection	in	your	writing.Not	only
does	it	check	for	various	types	of	errors,	but	it	can	also	rephrase	your	sentences	and	more.What	are	you	waiting	for?	Its	free	to	try.	Im	so	glad	we	met	and	became	best	friends;	you're	the	sweatest	and	funniest	person	I	know!	Gina	Gina	holds	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	English.	With	a	passion	for	creating	art	with	words,	she	spends	her	free	time	reading	and
writing.	And	no,	we	didnt	force	her	to	say	that.	You	can	find	her	strolling	the	shorelines	with	her	loyal	canine	companion,	Mango,	or	(painfully)	cheering	on	her	favorite	team,	the	Miami	Dolphins.	Weve	made	a	mistake,	forgotten	about	an	important	detail,	or	havent	managed	to	get	the	point	across?	Lets	help	each	other	to	perfect	our	writing.	A
sentence	is	the	largest	independent	grammatical	unit	of	every	language.	In	our	daily	life,	we	use	some	group	of	words	arranged	in	a	certain	way	to	communicate	with	others	or	to	express	ourselves,	In	English	grammar,	these	groups	of	words	are	called	sentences	and	there	are	different	Types	of	Sentences	in	English	grammar.What	is	a	sentence?Any
combination	or	group	of	related	words	that	express	a	complete	thought	is	called	a	sentence.	There	can	be	one	or	more	than	one	clauses	or	phrases	in	a	sentence.	A	sentence	must	have	a	complete	idea	that	stands	alone	(independent	clause).A	sentence	must	contain	at	least	one	subject	and	predicate.	And	it	always	starts	with	a	capital	letter	and	ends
with	a	punctuation	mark	(full	stop,	question	mark,	or	exclamation	mark)	according	to	the	function	of	a	sentence.A	sentence	follows	this	pattern;Subject	+	verb	+	object	The	basic	parts	of	a	sentence	are	the	subject,	predicate,	object,	indirect	object,	and	complement.For	example,He	is	watching	a	movie.	(Subject)I	am	reading	a	newspaper.
(predicate)She	goes	to	school.	(Object)The	man	builds	his	family	a	house.	(indirect	object)This	man	seems	kind.	(complement)There	are	different	types	of	sentences,	based	on	structure\formation	and	function\meaning.Types	of	Sentences	by	StructureBased	on	structure	or	formation,	sentences	are	divided	into	four	types:	Simple	sentenceA	simple
sentence	contains	only	one	independent	clause	(an	independent	clause	consists	of	a	subject,	and	a	predicate	and	expresses	a	complete	thought).Examples	of	Compound	Simple	SentencesThey	are	playing	football.The	children	are	making	noise.	Compound	sentenceA	compound	sentence	contains	two	or	more	independent	clauses.	We	can	join	two	or
more	independent	clauses	to	create	a	compound	sentence	with	a	semicolon,	or	with	a	comma	and	coordinating	conjunction	(FANBOYS;	for,	and,	nor,	but,	or,	yet,	so).Examples	of	Compound	SentencesHe	is	poor	but	he	is	honest.Im	studying	hard	so	I	can	get	a	good	job.Complex	sentenceWhen	we	combine	an	independent	clause	with	at	least	one
dependent	clause,	we	get	a	complex	sentence.	A	complex	sentence	always	has	a	relative	pronoun	or	subordinator	(as,	because,	since,	although,	if,	which	who,	etc.)Examples	of	Complex	SentencesAlthough	it	is	raining,	It	is	quite	hot	today.She	went	to	see	a	doctor	because	she	was	sick.Compound-Complex	SentenceA	compound-complex	sentence
contains	two	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.Examples	of	Compound	Complex	SentencesAfter	I	graduated,	I	wanted	to	travel	but	I	had	to	work	hard	immediately.Usually,	I	take	a	walk	every	day	while	the	sun	sets,	but	it	was	raining	today.Example	Of	Compound-complex	SentencesTypes	of	Sentences	by	FunctionBased	on
function	or	meaning	sentences	are	divided	into	five	types;Declarative	or	assertive	sentencesImperative	sentencesExclamatory	sentences	Interrogative	sentences	Optative	sentences	Declarative	or	assertive	sentences	(statement)Declarative	or	assertive	sentences	make	statements	or	tell	us	that	some	action	or	incident	has	taken	place	and	normally
ends	with	a	full	stop.	These	sentences	can	be	affirmative	or	negative.For	example,	Im	going	to	Lahore.He	didnt	write	a	letter.Imperative	sentences	(command)A	sentence	that	expresses	a	command,	request,	demand,	or	suggestion	and	usually	ends	with	a	full	stop	is	called	an	imperative	sentence.For	example,Be	seated,	please!Stop
whispering.Example	Of	Imperative	SentencesExclamatory	sentences	(	exclamation)A	sentence	that	expresses	some	strong	feelings	or	sentiments	(sadness,	happiness,	surprise)	and	ends	with	an	exclamation	mark	is	called	an	exclamatory	sentence.For	example,How	beautiful	the	mountains	are!Oh	no!	he	is	not	coming	to	the	party!	Interrogative
sentences	(question)A	sentence	that	asks	a	question	or	inquired	about	something	and	ends	with	a	question	mark	is	called	an	Interrogative	sentence.For	example,How	many	topics	do	you	have	to	study?Where	are	you	going?Optative	sentences	(pray)A	sentence	that	expresses	a	wish,	hope,	desire,	or	curse	is	called	an	optative	sentence.For
example,May	Allah	bless	you!I	wish	I	could	see	him	tomorrow.Example	Of	Optative	Sentences	1.	What	are	the	types	of	sentences?	The	4	types	of	sentences	are:Declarative:	Makes	a	statement.	(e.g.,	I	like	pizza.)Interrogative:	Asks	a	question.	(e.g.,	Do	you	like	pizza?)Imperative:	Gives	a	command.	(e.g.,	Eat	your	pizza.)Exclamatory:	Shows	strong
emotion.	(e.g.,	What	a	delicious	pizza!)	2.	What	are	forms	of	sentences?	The	forms	of	sentences	are:Simple	Sentence:	One	independent	clause.Example:	She	runs	fast.Compound	Sentence:	Two	independent	clauses	joined	by	a	conjunction.Example:	I	like	pizza,	and	she	likes	pasta.Complex	Sentence:	One	independent	clause	and	one	dependent
clause.Example:	I	went	to	bed	after	I	finished	my	homework.Compound-Complex	Sentence:	Two	independent	clauses	and	one	or	more	dependent	clauses.Example:	I	went	to	the	store	because	we	needed	milk,	and	I	bought	bread.	Back	to	Library	Sentence	forms	refers	to	the	different	ways	sentences	can	be	structured.	Its	important	to	recognise	and
understand	the	different	sentence	forms	to	enhance	your	reading	comprehension.	There	are	four	main	sentence	forms:	simple,	compound,	complex	and	compound-complex.	Simple	sentences	contain	one	independent	clause.	The	purpose	of	a	simple	sentence	can	vary,	from	stating	a	fact	to	expressing	an	opinion	or	asking	a	question.	A	simple	sentence
forms	the	backbone	of	English	writing	and	can	be	very	effective	when	used	alongside	more	complex	sentence	structures.	Compound	sentences	are	formed	by	linking	two	independent	clauses.	They	use	coordinating	conjunctions	such	as	and,	but	or	so	to	link	these	clauses	together.	This	form	of	sentence	can	be	used	to	draw	parallels	between	related
ideas	or	create	a	natural	flow	within	a	text.	Complex	sentences	consist	of	one	independent	clause	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	They	use	subordinating	conjunctions	like	although,	because,	if	to	connect	the	clauses.	Complex	sentences	are	used	to	indicate	the	relationship	between	ideas	and	to	emphasize	one	idea	over	another.	Compound-complex
sentences	combine	the	features	of	compound	and	complex	sentences.	They	have	multiple	independent	clauses	and	at	least	one	dependent	clause.	These	sentences	can	efficiently	present	logically	connected	ideas	with	varied	emphasis.	Its	crucial	to	use	compound-complex	sentences	judiciously	to	avoid	unnecessary	complexity.	Identify	the	sentence
forms	used	in	the	text	and	consider	how	they	contribute	to	the	overall	meaning	and	impact	of	the	text.	Notice	how	different	sentence	forms	are	used	to	control	the	pace	of	the	text.	For	instance,	simple	sentences	often	slow	down	the	pace,	while	compound	or	complex	ones	can	increase	it.	Pay	attention	to	the	syntax	(the	arrangement	of	words	and
phrases)	as	well	as	the	sentence	form.	Consider	how	the	sentence	is	constructed	and	what	effect	this	might	have	on	the	reader.	Look	at	how	the	writer	uses	sentence	forms	to	develop	their	ideas	and	arguments.	Different	forms	can	be	used	to	highlight	or	downplay	certain	points.	Knowing	how	to	identify	and	analyse	sentence	forms	can	enhance	your
comprehension	of	texts.	Understanding	sentence	forms	can	help	improve	your	own	writing	by	providing	you	with	a	greater	range	of	options	to	express	your	ideas.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even
commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,
transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the
public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	BASIC	SENTENCE	STRUCTUREParts	of
Sentences:	Subject,	Predicate,	Object,	Indirect	Object,	ComplementEvery	word	in	a	sentence	serves	a	specific	purpose	within	the	structure	of	that	particular	sentence.According	to	rules	of	grammar,	sentence	structure	can	sometimes	be	quite	complicated.For	the	sake	of	simplicity,	however,	the	basic	parts	of	a	sentence	are	discussed	here.The	two
most	basic	parts	of	a	sentence	are	the	subject	and	predicate.SUBJECTThe	subject	of	a	sentence	is	the	person,	place,	or	thing	that	is	performing	the	action	of	the	sentence.The	subject	represents	what	or	whom	the	sentence	is	about.The	simple	subject	usually	contains	a	noun	or	pronoun	and	can	include	modifying	words,	phrases,	or	clauses.The	man	.	.
.PREDICATEThe	predicate	expresses	action	or	being	within	the	sentence.The	simple	predicate	contains	the	verb	and	can	also	contain	modifying	words,	phrases,	or	clauses.The	man	/	builds	a	house.The	subject	and	predicate	make	up	the	two	basic	structural	parts	of	any	complete	sentence.	In	addition,	there	are	other	elements,	contained	within	the
subject	or	predicate,	that	add	meaning	or	detail.	These	elements	include	the	direct	object,	indirect	object,	and	subject	complement.	All	of	these	elements	can	be	expanded	and	further	combined	into	simple,	compound,	complex,	or	compound/complex	sentences.	(See	TIP	Sheet	on	"Sentence	Type	and	Purpose.")DIRECT	OBJECTThe	direct	object
receives	the	action	of	the	sentence.The	direct	object	is	usually	a	noun	or	pronoun.The	man	builds	a	house.The	man	builds	it.INDIRECT	OBJECTThe	indirect	object	indicates	to	whom	or	for	whom	the	action	of	the	sentence	is	being	done.The	indirect	object	is	usually	a	noun	or	pronoun.The	man	builds	his	family	a	house.The	man	builds	them	a
house.SUBJECT	COMPLEMENTA	subject	complement	either	renames	or	describes	the	subject,	and	therefore	is	usually	a	noun,	pronoun,	or	adjective.Subject	complements	occur	when	there	is	a	linking	verb	within	the	sentence	(often	a	linking	verb	is	a	form	of	the	verb	to	be).The	man	is	a	good	father.(father	=	noun	which	renames	the	subject)The	man
seems	kind.(kind	=	adjective	which	describes	the	subject)Note:As	an	example	of	the	difference	between	parts	of	speech	and	parts	of	a	sentence,	a	noun	can	function	within	a	sentence	as	subject,	direct	object,	indirect	object,	object	of	a	preposition,	or	subject	complement.For	more	information	on	the	structure	and	formation	of	sentences,	see	the
following	TIP	Sheets:Sentence	Types	and	PurposesSentence	FragmentsIndependent	and	Dependent	Clauses:	Coordination	and	SubordinationPrepositions	and	Prepositional	PhrasesOther	Phrases:	Verbal,	Appositive,	AbsoluteComma	Splices	and	Run-on	SentencesThe	Eight	Parts	of
SpeechNounsPronounsVerbsAdjectivesAdverbesConjunctionsInterjections	
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