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WordReference	Random	House	Learner's	Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025for•mal1	/ˈfɔrməl/USA	pronunciation			adj.		being	in	accordance	with	accepted	customs;	conventional:[before	a	noun]General	Lee	offered	General	Grant	his	sword	as	a	formal	act	of	surrender.	marked	by	form	or	ceremony:The	reception	was	a	formal	occasion.	Clothingdesigned	for	wear	or	use	at
elaborate	ceremonial	or	social	events:The	invitation	specified	formal	attire.	Clothingrequiring	dress	suitable	for	elaborate	social	events:a	formal	dance.	too	interested	in	ceremony;	prim;	decorous:The	boss	is	too	formal	on	most	occasions.	being	a	matter	of	form	only:more	than	just	formal	courtesy.	made	or	done	in	accordance	with	procedures	that	make	sure	something	is	valid
or	proper:got	the	formal	authorization.	of,	relating	to,	or	emphasizing	the	organization,	form,	or	shape	in	the	parts	of	a	work	of	art,	writing,	or	music:[before	a	noun]The	class	analyzed	the	formal	structure	of	the	poem.	obtained	in	school;	academic:[before	a	noun]received	a	formal	education.	Linguisticsof	or	relating	to	language	use	typical	of	impersonal	and	official	situations,
obeying	standards	of	correctness,	and	the	avoidance	of	colloquialisms:formal	English.	being	such	merely	in	appearance	or	name:The	queen	was	only	the	formal	head	of	state.	n.	[countable]	a	dance	or	other	social	occasion	that	requires	formal	clothes.	Clothingan	evening	gown:spilling	wine	on	her	formal.	for•mal•ly,	adv.	See	-form-.	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged
Dictionary	of	American	English	©	2025for•mal1		(fôr′məl),USA	pronunciation	adj.		being	in	accordance	with	the	usual	requirements,	customs,	etc.;	conventional:to	pay	one's	formal	respects.	marked	by	form	or	ceremony:a	formal	occasion.	Clothingdesigned	for	wear	or	use	at	occasions	or	events	marked	by	elaborate	ceremony	or	prescribed	social	observance:The	formal	attire
included	tuxedos	and	full-length	gowns.	Clothingrequiring	a	type	of	dress	suitable	for	such	occasions:a	formal	dance.	observant	of	conventional	requirements	of	behavior,	procedure,	etc.,	as	persons;	ceremonious.	excessively	ceremonious:a	manner	that	was	formal	and	austere.	being	a	matter	of	form	only;	perfunctory:We	expected	more	than	just	formal	courtesy.	made	or	done
in	accordance	with	procedures	that	ensure	validity:a	formal	authorization.	of,	pertaining	to,	or	emphasizing	the	organization	or	composition	of	the	constituent	elements	in	a	work	of	art	perceived	separately	from	its	subject	matter:a	formal	approach	to	painting;	the	formal	structure	of	a	poem.	being	in	accordance	with	prescribed	or	customary	forms:a	formal	siege.	Show
Business[Theat.](of	a	stage	setting)	generalized	and	simplified	in	design,	esp.	of	architectural	elements,	and	serving	as	a	permanent	set	for	a	play	irrespective	of	changes	in	location.	acquired	in	school;	academic:He	had	little	formal	training	in	economics.	symmetrical	or	highly	organized:a	formal	garden.	Linguisticsof,	reflecting,	or	noting	a	usage	of	language	in	which	syntax,
pronunciation,	etc.,	adhere	to	traditional	standards	of	correctness	and	usage	is	characterized	by	the	absence	of	casual,	contracted,	and	colloquial	forms:The	paper	was	written	in	formal	English.	Philosophy	pertaining	to	form.	[Aristotelianism.]not	material;	essential.	Philosophy[Logic.]See	formal	logic.		pertaining	to	the	form,	shape,	or	mode	of	a	thing,	esp.	as	distinguished
from	the	substance:formal	writing,	bereft	of	all	personality.	being	such	merely	in	appearance	or	name;	nominal:a	formal	head	of	the	government	having	no	actual	powers.	Mathematics	(of	a	proof )	in	strict	logical	form	with	a	justification	for	every	step.	(of	a	calculation)	correct	in	form;	made	with	strict	justification	for	every	step.	Mathematics(of	a	calculation,	derivation,
representation,	or	the	like)	of	or	pertaining	to	manipulation	of	symbols	without	regard	to	their	meaning.	n.		a	dance,	ball,	or	other	social	occasion	that	requires	formalwear.	Clothingan	evening	gown.	adv.		Clothingin	formal	attire:We're	supposed	to	go	formal.	Latin	fōrmālis.	See	form,	-al1	Middle	English	formal,	formel	1350–1400	for′mal•ness,	n.	2.	Formal,	academic,
conventional	may	have	either	favorable	or	unfavorable	implications.	Formal	may	mean	in	proper	form,	or	may	imply	excessive	emphasis	on	empty	form.	In	the	favorable	sense,	academic	applies	to	scholars	or	higher	institutions	of	learning;	it	may,	however,	imply	slavish	conformance	to	mere	rules,	or	to	belief	in	impractical	theories.	Conventional,	in	a	favorable	sense,	applies
to	desirable	conformity	with	accepted	conventions	or	customs;	but	it	more	often	is	applied	to	arbitrary,	forced,	or	meaningless	conformity.	5.	conforming,	conformist.	6.	punctilious.	8.	official.	for•mal2		(fôr′mal),USA	pronunciation	n.	[Chem.]	from	formaldehyde	1895–1900	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	©	HarperCollins	Publishers::	formal	/ˈfɔːməl/	adj	of,	according	to,	or
following	established	or	prescribed	forms,	conventions,	etc:	a	formal	document	characterized	by	observation	of	conventional	forms	of	ceremony,	behaviour,	dress,	etc:	a	formal	dinner	methodical,	precise,	or	stiff	suitable	for	occasions	organized	according	to	conventional	ceremony:	formal	dress	denoting	language	characterized	by	idiom,	vocabulary,	etc,	that	is	appropriate	to
addressing	an	unknown	audience	rather	than	to	informal	conversation	acquired	by	study	in	academic	institutions:	a	formal	education	regular	or	symmetrical	in	form:	a	formal	garden	of	or	relating	to	the	appearance,	form,	etc,	of	something	as	distinguished	from	its	substance	logically	deductive:	formal	proof	denoting	a	second-person	pronoun	in	some	languages	used	when	the
addressee	is	a	stranger,	social	superior,	etc:	in	French	the	pronoun	'vous'	is	formal,	while	'tu'	is	informalEtymology:	14th	Century:	from	Latin	formālisˈformally	adv	ˈformalness	n	Collins	Concise	English	Dictionary	©	HarperCollins	Publishers::	formal	/ˈfɔːməl/	adj	of,	according	to,	or	following	established	or	prescribed	forms,	conventions,	etc:	a	formal	document	characterized	by
observation	of	conventional	forms	of	ceremony,	behaviour,	dress,	etc:	a	formal	dinner	methodical,	precise,	or	stiff	suitable	for	occasions	organized	according	to	conventional	ceremony:	formal	dress	denoting	language	characterized	by	idiom,	vocabulary,	etc,	that	is	appropriate	to	addressing	an	unknown	audience	rather	than	to	informal	conversation	acquired	by	study	in
academic	institutions:	a	formal	education	regular	or	symmetrical	in	form:	a	formal	garden	of	or	relating	to	the	appearance,	form,	etc,	of	something	as	distinguished	from	its	substance	logically	deductive:	formal	proof	denoting	a	second-person	pronoun	in	some	languages	used	when	the	addressee	is	a	stranger,	social	superior,	etc:	in	French	the	pronoun	'vous'	is	formal,	while
'tu'	is	informalEtymology:	14th	Century:	from	Latin	formālisˈformally	adv	ˈformalness	n	adjective	(19)noun	(2)adverb	(1)being	in	accordance	with	the	usual	requirements,	customs,	etc.;	conventional.to	pay	one's	formal	respects.marked	by	form	or	ceremony.designed	for	wear	or	use	at	occasions	or	events	marked	by	elaborate	ceremony	or	prescribed	social	observance.The
formal	attire	included	tuxedos	and	full-length	gowns.requiring	a	type	of	dress	suitable	for	such	occasions.observant	of	conventional	requirements	of	behavior,	procedure,	etc.,	as	persons;	ceremonious.excessively	ceremonious.a	manner	that	was	formal	and	austere.being	a	matter	of	form	only;	perfunctory.We	expected	more	than	just	formal	courtesy.made	or	done	in
accordance	with	procedures	that	ensure	validity.Synonyms:	official,	legalof,	relating	to,	or	emphasizing	the	organization	or	composition	of	the	constituent	elements	in	a	work	of	art	perceived	separately	from	its	subject	matter.a	formal	approach	to	painting;	the	formal	structure	of	a	poem.being	in	accordance	with	prescribed	or	customary	forms.Theater.	(of	a	stage	setting)
generalized	and	simplified	in	design,	especially	of	architectural	elements,	and	serving	as	a	permanent	set	for	a	play	irrespective	of	changes	in	location.acquired	in	school;	academic.He	had	little	formal	training	in	economics.symmetrical	or	highly	organized.of,	reflecting,	or	noting	a	usage	of	language	in	which	syntax,	pronunciation,	etc.,	adhere	to	traditional	standards	of
correctness	and	usage	is	characterized	by	the	absence	of	casual,	contracted,	and	colloquial	forms.The	paper	was	written	in	formal	English.Philosophy.	pertaining	to	form.Aristotelianism.	not	material;	essential.Logic.	formal	logic.pertaining	to	the	form,	shape,	or	mode	of	a	thing,	especially	as	distinguished	from	the	substance.formal	writing,	bereft	of	all	personality.being	such
merely	in	appearance	or	name;	nominal.a	formal	head	of	the	government	having	no	actual	powers.Mathematics.	(of	a	proof )	in	strict	logical	form	with	a	justification	for	every	step.(of	a	calculation)	correct	in	form;	made	with	strict	justification	for	every	step.(of	a	calculation,	derivation,	representation,	or	the	like)	of	or	relating	to	manipulation	of	symbols	without	regard	to	their
meaning.a	dance,	ball,	or	other	social	occasion	that	requires	formalwear.an	evening	gown.in	formal	attire.We're	supposed	to	go	formal.of,	according	to,	or	following	established	or	prescribed	forms,	conventions,	etccharacterized	by	observation	of	conventional	forms	of	ceremony,	behaviour,	dress,	etcmethodical,	precise,	or	stiffsuitable	for	occasions	organized	according	to
conventional	ceremonydenoting	or	characterized	by	idiom,	vocabulary,	etc,	used	by	educated	speakers	and	writers	of	a	languageacquired	by	study	in	academic	institutionsregular	or	symmetrical	in	formof	or	relating	to	the	appearance,	form,	etc,	of	something	as	distinguished	from	its	substancelogically	deductivephilosophyof	or	relating	to	form	as	opposed	to	matter	or
contentpertaining	to	the	essence	or	nature	of	something(in	the	writings	of	Descartes)	pertaining	to	the	correspondence	between	an	image	or	idea	and	its	objectbeing	in	the	formal	modedenoting	a	second-person	pronoun	in	some	languages	used	when	the	addressee	is	a	stranger,	social	superior,	etcin	French	the	pronoun	``vous''	is	formal,	while	``tu''	is	informal“Collins	English
Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012another	name	for	methylal“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,
2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012formally	adverbformalness	nounOrigin	of	formal1First	recorded	in	1350–1400;	Middle	English	formal,	formel,	from	Latin	fōrmālis;	form,	-al	1Origin	of	formal2First	recorded	in	1895–1900;	from	formaldehydeOrigin	of	formal1Origin	of	formal2C19:	from	form	(	ic	)	+	-al	³Formal,	academic,	conventional	may	have	either	favorable	or
unfavorable	implications.	Formal	may	mean	in	proper	form,	or	may	imply	excessive	emphasis	on	empty	form.	In	the	favorable	sense,	academic	applies	to	scholars	or	higher	institutions	of	learning;	it	may,	however,	imply	slavish	conformance	to	mere	rules,	or	to	belief	in	impractical	theories.	Conventional,	in	a	favorable	sense,	applies	to	desirable	conformity	with	accepted
conventions	or	customs;	but	it	more	often	is	applied	to	arbitrary,	forced,	or	meaningless	conformity.Examples	have	not	been	reviewed.Corbyn	has	suggested	he	will	cooperate	with	the	party	but	whether	they	will	agree	a	formal	deal	remains	to	be	seen.The	council	said	it	had	decided	not	to	take	formal	planning	enforcement	action	against	the	organisers.In	a	post	on	X,	Macron
said	the	formal	announcement	would	be	made	at	a	session	of	the	UN	General	Assembly	in	New	York.The	jury	heard	Gunter	was	seen	getting	angry	with	Brendon	while	changing	his	nappy	and	threatened	to	make	formal	complaints	about	nursing	staff	when	they	tried	to	intervene.Indeed,	much	of	the	Togolese	public	appears	to	have	lost	faith	in	the	formal	political
process.academic	ceremonial	explicit	legal	precise	proper	solemn	strict	formabilityformal	causeBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	FORMALadjectiveEtymology:	formel,	French;	formalis,	Latin.1.	Ceremonious;
solemn;	precise;	exact	to	affectation.	The	justice,In	fair	round	belly,	with	good	capon	lin’d,With	eyes	severe,	and	beard	of	formal	cut,Full	of	wise	saws	and	modern	instances,And	so	he	plays	his	part.	William	Shakespeare,	As	you	like	it.	Formal	in	apparel,In	gait	and	countenance	surely	like	a	father.	William	Shakespeare.	Ceremonies	especially	be	not	to	be	omitted	to	strangers
and	formal	natures;	but	the	exalting	them	above	the	mean	is	not	only	tedious,	but	doth	diminish	the	credit	of	him	that	speaks.	Francis	Bacon,	Essay	53.2.	Done	according	to	established	rules	and	methods;	not	irregular;	not	sudden;	not	extemporaneous.	There	is	not	any	positive	law	of	men,	whether	it	be	general	or	particular,	received	by	formal	express	consent,	as	in	councils;
or	by	secret	approbation,	as	in	customs	it	cometh	to	pass,	but	the	same	may	be	taken	away,	if	occasion	serve.	Richard	Hooker,	b.	iv.	s.	14.	As	there	are	formal	and	written	leagues,	respective	to	certain	enemies;	so	there	is	a	natural	and	tacit	confederation	amongst	all	men	against	the	common	enemy	of	human	society,	so	as	there	needs	no	intimation	or	denunciation	of	the	war;
but	all	these	formalities	the	law	of	nature	supplies,	as	in	the	case	of	pyrates.	Francis	Bacon,	Holy	War.3.	Regular;	methodical.	The	formal	stars	do	travel	so,As	we	their	names	and	courses	know;And	he	that	on	their	changes	looks,Would	think	them	govern’d	by	our	books.	Edmund	Waller.4.	External;	having	the	appearance	but	not	the	essence.	Of	formal	duty,	make	no	more	thy
boast;Thou	disobey’st	where	it	concerns	me	most.	John	Dryden,	Aureng.5.	Depending	upon	establishment	or	custom.	Still	in	constraint	your	suffering	sex	remains,Or	bound	in	formal	or	in	real	chains.	Alexander	Pope.6.	Having	the	power	of	making	any	thing	what	it	is;	constituent;	essential.	Of	letters	the	material	part	is	breath	and	voice:	the	formal	is	constituted	by	the
motions	and	figure	of	the	organs	of	speech	affecting	breath	with	a	peculiar	sound,	by	which	each	letter	is	discriminated.	William	Holder,	Elements	of	Speech.	Bellarmine	agrees	in	making	the	formal	act	of	adoration	to	be	subjection	to	a	superior;	but	withal	he	makes	the	mere	apprehension	of	excellency	to	include	the	formal	reason	of	it:	whereas	mere	excellency,	without
superiority,	doth	not	require	any	subjection,	but	only	estimation.	Edward	Stillingfleet.	The	very	life	and	vital	motion,	and	the	formal	essence	and	nature	of	man,	is	wholly	owing	to	the	power	of	God.	Richard	Bentley.7.	Retaining	its	proper	and	essential	characteristick.	Thou	shou’dst	come	like	a	fury	cover’d	with	snakes,Not	like	a	formal	man.	William	Shakespeare,	Ant.	and
Cleopatra.	I	will	not	let	him	stir,’Till	I	have	us’d	th’	approved	means	I	have;With	wholsome	syrups,	drugs,	and	holy	prayers,To	make	of	him	a	formal	man	again.	William	Shakespeare,	Com.	of	Err.	adjective	jump	to	other	results	(of	a	style	of	dress,	speech,	writing,	behaviour,	etc.)	very	correct	and	suitable	for	official	or	important	occasionsladies	in	formal	evening	wearThe
dinner	was	a	formal	affair.He	kept	the	tone	of	the	letter	formal	and	businesslike.His	manner	was	stiffly	formal.	opposite	informalExtra	ExamplesHer	words	sounded	oddly	formal.The	greeting	was	polite,	almost	formal.He	insisted	on	formal	dress	for	dinner.Howard	has	a	rather	formal	way	of	speaking.In	those	days,	tutors	were	formal	and	distant.She	has	a	very	formal	manner,
which	can	seem	unfriendly.Topics	Clothes	and	Fashiona2Oxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbSee	full	entry	official;	following	an	agreed	or	official	way	of	doing	thingsformal	legal	processesto	make	a	formal	complaintThere	has	been	no	formal	announcement	of	her	resignation	yet.There	followed	a	formal	request	for	military	aid.Formal	diplomatic	relations	between	the
two	countries	were	re-established	in	December.It	is	time	to	put	these	arrangements	on	a	slightly	more	formal	basis.Extra	ExamplesOn	receipt	of	a	formal	complaint	the	inspectorate	is	required	to	investigate.Once	the	loan	has	been	approved	we'll	send	a	formal	agreement	for	you	to	sign.The	government	has	lodged	a	formal	diplomatic	protest	about	the	decision.The
organization	is	not	a	formal	political	party.The	two	governments	announced	their	formal	acceptance	of	the	scheme.Oxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbSee	full	entry	(of	education	or	training)	received	in	a	school,	college	or	university,	with	lessons,	exams,	etc.,	rather	than	gained	just	through	practical	experienceHe	has	no	formal	teaching	qualifications.Young	children
are	beginning	their	formal	education	as	early	as	four	years	old.Inness	received	little	formal	artistic	training.	connected	with	the	way	something	is	done	rather	than	what	is	doneGetting	approval	for	the	plan	is	a	purely	formal	matter;	nobody	will	seriously	oppose	it.The	monarch	retains	largely	formal	duties.Critics	have	concentrated	too	much	on	the	formal	elements	of	her
poetry,	without	really	looking	at	what	it	is	saying.Oxford	Collocations	DictionaryverbsadverbSee	full	entry	(of	a	garden,	room	or	building)	arranged	in	a	regular	manner,	according	to	a	clear,	exact	plandelightful	formal	gardens,	with	terraced	lawns	and	an	avenue	of	treesLarge	French	doors	on	the	first	floor	open	out	onto	a	formal	garden.	Topics	Buildingsb2	opposite
informalWord	Originlate	Middle	English:	from	Latin	formalis,	from	forma	‘shape,	mould’.See	formal	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	formal	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary	of	Academic	English	Nearby	words	form	noun	form	verb	formal	adjective	formaldehyde	noun	formalin	noun	competitor	noun	From	the	Topic	Sports	B1	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionaries
Word	of	the	Day	Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	formal:	Formal	language,	Formal	education		(fôr′məl)adj.1.	a.	Relating	to	or	involving	outward	form	or	structure,	often	in	contrast	to	content	or	meaning.b.	Being	or	relating	to	essential	form	or	constitution:	a	formal	principle.2.	Following	or	being	in	accord	with	accepted	or
prescribed	forms,	conventions,	or	regulations:	had	little	formal	education;	went	to	a	formal	party.3.	a.	Characterized	by	strict	or	meticulous	observation	of	forms;	methodical:	very	formal	in	their	business	transactions.b.	Stiffly	ceremonious:	a	formal	greeting.4.	Characterized	by	technical	or	polysyllabic	vocabulary,	complex	sentence	structure,	and	explicit	transitions;	not
colloquial	or	informal:	formal	discourse.5.	Having	the	outward	appearance	but	lacking	in	substance:	a	formal	requirement	that	is	usually	ignored.n.	Something,	such	as	a	gown	or	social	affair,	that	is	formal	in	nature.[Middle	English,	from	Latin	fōrmālis,	from	fōrma,	shape.]American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English	Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton
Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(ˈfɔːməl)	adj1.	of,	according	to,	or	following	established	or	prescribed	forms,	conventions,	etc:	a	formal	document.	2.	characterized	by	observation	of	conventional	forms	of	ceremony,	behaviour,	dress,	etc:	a	formal	dinner.	3.	methodical,	precise,	or	stiff4.
(Clothing	&	Fashion)	suitable	for	occasions	organized	according	to	conventional	ceremony:	formal	dress.	5.	(Linguistics)	denoting	or	characterized	by	idiom,	vocabulary,	etc,	used	by	educated	speakers	and	writers	of	a	language6.	(Education)	acquired	by	study	in	academic	institutions:	a	formal	education.	7.	regular	or	symmetrical	in	form:	a	formal	garden.	8.	of	or	relating	to
the	appearance,	form,	etc,	of	something	as	distinguished	from	its	substance9.	(Logic)	logically	deductive:	formal	proof.	10.	(Philosophy)	philosophy	a.	of	or	relating	to	form	as	opposed	to	matter	or	contentb.	pertaining	to	the	essence	or	nature	of	something:	formal	cause.	c.	(in	the	writings	of	Descartes)	pertaining	to	the	correspondence	between	an	image	or	idea	and	its
objectd.	being	in	the	formal	mode11.	(Grammar)	denoting	a	second-person	pronoun	in	some	languages	used	when	the	addressee	is	a	stranger,	social	superior,	etc:	in	French	the	pronoun	'vous'	is	formal,	while	'tu'	is	informal.	[C14:	from	Latin	formālis]	(ˈfɔːmæl)	n	(Elements	&	Compounds)	another	name	for	methylal[C19:	from	form(ic)	+	-al3]Collins	English	Dictionary	–
Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(ˈfɔr	məl)	adj.	1.	being	in	accordance	with	the	usual	requirements,	customs,	etc.;	conventional:	to	pay	one's	formal	respects.	2.	marked	by	form	or	ceremony:	a	formal	occasion.	3.	designed	for	wear	or	use	at	elaborate	ceremonial	or	social
events:	The	invitation	specified	formal	attire.	4.	requiring	dress	suitable	for	elaborate	social	events:	a	formal	dance.	5.	observant	of	conventional	requirements	of	behavior,	procedure,	etc.,	as	persons;	punctilious.	6.	excessively	ceremonious;	prim;	decorous.	7.	being	a	matter	of	form	only;	perfunctory:	formal	courtesy.	8.	made	or	done	in	accordance	with	procedures	that	ensure
validity:	a	formal	authorization.	9.	of,	pertaining	to,	or	emphasizing	the	organization	or	composition	of	the	constituent	elements	in	a	work	of	art	perceived	separately	from	its	subject	matter:	the	formal	structure	of	a	poem.	10.	acquired	in	school;	academic.	11.	symmetrical	or	highly	organized:	a	formal	garden.	12.	of	or	pertaining	to	language	use	typical	of	impersonal	and
official	situations,	characterized	by	adherence	to	traditional	standards	of	correctness,	often	complex	vocabulary	and	syntax,	and	the	avoidance	of	contractions	and	colloquial	expressions.	13.	pertaining	to	the	form,	shape,	or	mode	of	a	thing,	esp.	as	distinguished	from	the	substance:	formal	writing.	14.	being	such	merely	in	appearance	or	name;	nominal:	a	formal	head	of	state.
15.	Math.	a.	(of	a	proof)	in	strict	logical	form	with	a	justification	for	every	step.	b.	(of	a	calculation)	correct	in	form;	made	with	strict	justification	for	every	step.	n.	16.	a	dance	or	ball	that	requires	formal	attire.	adv.	[1350–1400;	Middle	English	<	Latin]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random
House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Noun1.formal	-	a	lavish	dance	requiring	formal	attiredance	-	a	party	for	social	dancingcotilion,	cotillion	-	a	ball	at	which	young	ladies	are	presented	to	societyprom,	promenade	-	a	formal	ball	held	for	a	school	class	toward	the	end	of	the	academic	year2.formal	-	a	gown	for	evening	weardinner	dress,	dinner	gown,	evening	gowngown	-	a	woman's
dress,	usually	with	a	close-fitting	bodice	and	a	long	flared	skirt,	often	worn	on	formal	occasionsAdj.1.formal	-	being	in	accord	with	established	forms	and	conventions	and	requirements	(as	e.g.	of	formal	dress);	"pay	one's	formal	respects";	"formal	dress";	"a	formal	ball";	"the	requirement	was	only	formal	and	often	ignored";	"a	formal	education"conventional	-	following	accepted
customs	and	proprieties;	"conventional	wisdom";	"she	had	strayed	from	the	path	of	conventional	behavior";	"conventional	forms	of	address"formal	-	(of	spoken	and	written	language)	adhering	to	traditional	standards	of	correctness	and	without	casual,	contracted,	and	colloquial	forms;	"the	paper	was	written	in	formal	English"informal	-	not	formal;	"conservative	people
unaccustomed	to	informal	dress";	"an	informal	free-and-easy	manner";	"an	informal	gathering	of	friends"2.formal	-	characteristic	of	or	befitting	a	person	in	authority;	"formal	duties";	"an	official	banquet"official	-	having	official	authority	or	sanction;	"official	permission";	"an	official	representative"3.formal	-	(of	spoken	and	written	language)	adhering	to	traditional	standards	of
correctness	and	without	casual,	contracted,	and	colloquial	forms;	"the	paper	was	written	in	formal	English"formal	-	being	in	accord	with	established	forms	and	conventions	and	requirements	(as	e.g.	of	formal	dress);	"pay	one's	formal	respects";	"formal	dress";	"a	formal	ball";	"the	requirement	was	only	formal	and	often	ignored";	"a	formal	education"rhetorical	-	given	to
rhetoric,	emphasizing	style	at	the	expense	of	thought;	"mere	rhetorical	frippery"informal	-	used	of	spoken	and	written	language4.formal	-	represented	in	simplified	or	symbolic	formbeaux	arts,	fine	arts	-	the	study	and	creation	of	visual	works	of	artnonrepresentational	-	of	or	relating	to	a	style	of	art	in	which	objects	do	not	resemble	those	known	in	physical	nature5.formal	-
logically	deductive;	"formal	proof"logical	-	capable	of	or	reflecting	the	capability	for	correct	and	valid	reasoning;	"a	logical	mind"6.formal	-	refined	or	imposing	in	manner	or	appearance;	befitting	a	royal	court;	"a	courtly	gentleman"dignified	-	having	or	expressing	dignity;	especially	formality	or	stateliness	in	bearing	or	appearance;	"her	dignified	demeanor";	"the	director	of	the
school	was	a	dignified	white-haired	gentleman"Based	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.adjective1.	serious,	stiff,	detached,	aloof,	official,	reserved,	correct,	conventional,	remote,	exact,	precise,	starched,	prim,	unbending,	punctilious,	ceremonious	He	wrote	a	very	formal	letter	of	apology.	serious	relaxed,	casual,	informal,
unofficial,	laid-back	(informal),	easy-going,	unceremonious2.	official,	express,	explicit,	authorized,	set,	legal,	fixed,	regular,	approved,	strict,	endorsed,	prescribed,	rigid,	certified,	solemn,	lawful,	methodical,	pro	forma	(Latin)	No	formal	announcement	has	been	made.6.	arranged,	regular,	symmetrical	a	formal	herb	gardenCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete
and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002adjective	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	 لْكشَ 	 وذ 	 ،يمسْرَيمسْرَ

يّمِسْرَتِباث formálnígeometrickýobřadnýspolečenskýsymetrickýformellförmlichkonventionelloffiziellsteifformaloficialregularsolemnecorrectomuodollinenvirallinenformaalijuhlallinenkaavamainenformelofficielsoignéclassiquecompasséformalanslužbenceremonijalanformlegurformlegur,	hátíîlegur;	samkvæmis-formlegur,	háttfasturformlegur,	stífurreglulegurformalumasgeometriškai
išplanuotasknyginisoficialiaioficialumasformālsoficiālsregulārssimetrisksbellibiçimliciddîmuntazamresmiCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005	adj
person,	letter,	relationship,	behaviour,	language	→	formell,	förmlich;	(=	official)	talks,	statement,	complaint,	agreement,	request	→	formell,	offiziell;	(=	ceremonial)	occasion,	reception	→	feierlich;	he	made	them	a	formal	bow	→	er	verbeugte	sich	formell	or	feierlich	vor	ihnen;	to	make	a	formal	apology	→	sich	in	aller	Form	entschuldigen;	the	dinner	was	very	formal	→	das
Abendessen	war	sehr	formell;	formal	affair	or	occasion	→	formeller	or	feierlicher	Anlass;	on	formal	occasions	→	bei	formellen	or	feierlichen	Anlässen;	formal	clothes	or	dress	(for	smart	occasions)	→	Gesellschaftskleidung	f;	(for	work)	→	formelle	Kleidung;	in	formal	dress	→	formell	gekleidet	(=	proper)	education,	training	→	ordentlich;	qualifications	→	offiziell	(=	relating	to	form)
logic,	perfection,	complexity,	defect	→	formalCollins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(ˈfoːməl)	adjective2.	suitable	or	correct	for	occasions	when	things	are	done
according	to	a	fixed	and	accepted	way.	You	must	wear	formal	dress.	formeel	 يمسْرَ 	официален	de	cerimônia	společenský	konventionell	formel;	korrekt	επίσημοςde	etiqueta,	de	ceremonia	vormikohane	 یمسر 	muodollinen	de	cérémonie/soirée	פורמלי	฀฀฀฀฀฀	svečan,	formalan	formális,	hivatalos	resmi	formlegur,	hátíðlegur;	samkvæmis-	formale,	da	cerimonia	正式の			oficialus
oficiāls	rasmi	formeelformell,	fest-,	gallaoficjalny,	wieczorowy	 ینوناق 	 ،یمسر 	de	cerimónia	de	seară	вечерний	spoločenský	predpisan,	večeren	svečan	formell,	högtids-	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmî,	törensel	禮儀上的，合禮儀的	офіційний	 بسانم ฀	 ل ฀	 	ک تلااح 	 یتیاور 	trang	trọng	礼仪上的，合礼仪的	3.	(of	behaviour,	attitude	etc)	not	relaxed	and	friendly.	formal	behaviour.	formeel	 يمسْرَ 	въздържан	
formel;	stiv	τυπικός,	συμβατικόςformal	ametlik	 یتاررقم 	و	 کشخ 	jäykkä	compasséרשמי	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	ukočen,	služben	udvariassági,	feszes	kaku	formlegur,	stífur	formale	堅苦しい		oficialus,	šaltas	formāls	kaku	formeelstiv,	formell,	seremoniellsztywny	 هکوت 	 یمسر 	formal	protocolar	для	проформы	formálny	tog	formalan	formell	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmî,	ciddî	拘謹的	церемонний	 فلکت 	 رپ 	trang	trọng	拘谨的4.	
language)	exactly	correct	by	grammatical	etc	rules	but	not	conversational.	Her	English	was	very	formal.	formeel	 يمسْرَ 	правилен	граматически	но	неразговорен	formal	formální	formell	korrekt;	formelt	επίσημοςformal	ametlik	 یمسر 	virallinen	soignéרשמי	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	služben,	birani	(izraz),	koji	pazi	na	formu	formális,	hivatalos	resmi	formlegur,	háttfastur	formale	形式ばった		
taisyklingas,	knyginis	(par	valodu)	oficiāls	rasmi	stijfstiv,	formell,	høytidelig	bardzo	poprawny,	niekolokwialny	 یمسر 	formal	îngrijit,	literar	официальный	skostnatený	knjižen	zvaničan	formell	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmî	規範化的	офіційний	 نابز 	 ماع 	 یک ฀	 	ن یدعاوق 	chính	thức;	chính	thống	规范化的5.	(of	designs	etc)	precise	and	following	a	fixed	pattern	rather	than	occuring	naturally.	formal
gardens.	formele	 تِباث 	 لْكشَ 	 وذ 	 ،يمسْرَ 	подреден	по	специфичен	начин	simétrico	geometrický,	symetrický	formgerecht	anlagt	συμμετρικόςordenado,	simétrico	range	vormiga	 هدعاق 	 قبط 	kaavamainen	classiqueצורני	฀฀฀฀-฀฀฀	formalan,	strog	dísz-	klasik	reglulegur	simmetrico	形の整った	(	)			geometriškai	išplanuotas,	simetriškas	regulārs;	simetrisks	rasmi	geometrisch	aangelegd	formell,	seremoniell
formalistyczny	 ساسا 	 هپ 	 نوناق 	регулярний	佈置得很整齊的	biçimli	belli,	muntazam,	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	symmetrisk	regelbunden,	geometrisk	pravilan	urejen	symetrický	geometrický,	английский	правильный;	simetric	simétrico	د	 بیکرت 	 شوخ 	đối	xứng	布置得很整齐的ˈformally	adverb	formele	 اّيمسْرَ 	тържествено	formalmente	formálně	formell	formelt;	stift;	korrekt	επίσημα,	τυπικάformalmente	vormiliselt

یمسر 	 روطب 	muodollisesti	cérémonieusementרשמית	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀	฀฀	forlano,	službeno	hivatalosan,	szabályszerűen;	formailag	secara	resmi	reglulega	formalmente	正式に		oficialiai	formāli;	oficiāli	dengan	rasmi	formeelformelt	oficjalnie	 لوډ 	 ىرادا 	 هپ 	 Jه، 	 وت 	 ىنوناق 	 هپ 	 ،هتوج 	 هپ 	 ،لوډ 	 ىمسر 	 هپ 	formalmente	(din	punct	de	vedere/în	mod)	formal	официально;	формально	formálne	formalno,	navidezno	
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmî,	resmen	正式地	офіційно;	формально	 ںیم 	 زادنا 	 فلکت 	 رپ 	chính	thức	正式地forˈmality	(-ˈmӕ-)	noun1.	something	which	is	done	for	appearance	but	has	little	meaning.	The	chairman's	speech	was	only	a	formality.	formaliteit	 يلْكشَ 	 ءارجْإ 	формалност	formalidade	formalita	die	Formalität	formalitet	τυπικότηταformalidad	formaalsus	 تافیرشت 	muodollisuus	formalité	 ימִׁשִר 	 ךיִלהָ
formalnost	formaság	formalitas	formsatriði	formalità	形式的行為		formalumas	formalitāte	sebagai	rasmi	formaliteitformalitet,	formalismeformalność	 تافیرشت 	formalidade	formalitate	формальность	formalita	formalnost	formalnost	formalitet,	formsak	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	formalite	禮節	формальність	 فلکت 	nghi	thức;	thủ	tục	礼节2.	unrelaxed	correctness	of	behaviour.	His	formality	made
him	appear	unfriendly.	formaliteit	 يمسْرَ 	 كولسُ 	официалност	formalismo	formálnost,	strojenost	die	Förmlichkeit	formalitet;	stivhed;	afmålthed	τυπικότητα	συμπεριφοράς	formalidad	ametlikkus	 ندوب 	 یمسر 	muodollisuus	raideurפורמליות	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	službenost,	ukočenost	szertartásosság	kekakuan	formlegheit,	hátíðleiki	formalità,	cerimoniosità	堅苦しさ			oficialumas,	šaltumas	formāla
izturēšanās	kekakuan	formaliteithøytidelighet	sztywność	 لوک 	 راتفر 	 یمسر 	formalismo	pedan​terie	педантизм	strojenosť,	konvenčnosť	uradnost	formalnost	stelhet,	formellt	uppträdande	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmiyet	拘謹	педантизм	 موسر 	و	 بادآ 	tính	cách	nghi	thức	拘谨Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	→	 يّمِسْرَ 	formální	formel	formell	επίσημος	formal
muodollinen	formel	formalan	formale	正式の	฀฀฀฀	formeel	formell	formalny	formal	формальный	formell	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	resmi	trịnh	trọng	正式的Multilingual	Translator	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2009	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	I	have	lived,	for	many	years
past,	in	this	gentleman's	service	as	house-keeper;	and	not	having	received	my	formal	dismissal,	I	consider	myself	in	his	service	still.Finally,	there	is	the	formal	problem	of	defining	truth	and	falsehood,	and	deriving	the	objective	reference	of	a	proposition	from	the	meanings	of	its	component	words.A	sentinel	at	each	end	of	the	bridge	stood	with	his	rifle	in	the	position	known	as
"support,"	that	is	to	say,	vertical	in	front	of	the	left	shoulder,	the	hammer	resting	on	the	forearm	thrown	straight	across	the	chest	--	a	formal	and	unnatural	position,	enforcing	an	erect	carriage	of	the	body.Did	he	not	have	enough	to	think	about	to	keep	the	gardens	so	that	his	royal	master	and	mistress	might	find	pleasure	in	the	shaded	walks,	the	well-kept	sward,	and	the
gorgeous	beds	of	foliage	plants	and	blooming	flowers	which	he	set	with	such	wondrous	precision	in	the	formal	garden?just	old	enough	to	be	formal,	ungovernable,	and	to	have	the	gout;	too	old	to	be	agreeable,	too	young	to	die.In	England	alone,	the	incomprehensible	and	discourteous	custom	prevails	of	keeping	the	host	and	the	dinner	waiting	for	half	an	hour	or	more--without
any	assignable	reason	and	without	any	better	excuse	than	the	purely	formal	apology	that	is	implied	in	the	words,	"Sorry	to	be	late.""Yes,	we	are	too	formal	here,"	she	said,	as	it	were	apologizing	for	her	magnificence.Having	disposed	of	this	temperate	refreshment,	she	arose	from	her	stool,	tied	her	papers	into	a	formal	packet	with	red	tape,	and	taking	them	under	her	arm,
marched	out	of	the	office.But	I	have	all	this	time	left	the	reader	without	any	formal	descriptive	introduction	to	this	whimsical	young	lady	angler.Let	us	now	discuss	Tragedy,	resuming	its	formal	definition,	as	resulting	from	what	has	been	already	said.So	in	the	same	way	Moscow	was	empty	when	Napoleon,	weary,	uneasy,	and	morose,	paced	up	and	down	in	front	of	the
Kammer-Kollezski	rampart,	awaiting	what	to	his	mind	was	a	necessary,	if	but	formal,	observance	of	the	proprieties-	a	deputation.Some	days	later,	the	insurance	offices	(two	in	number)	received	the	formal	announcement	of	Lord	Montbarry's	death,	from	her	ladyship's	London	solicitors.	1		[more	formal;	most	formal]	:	requiring	or	using	serious	and	proper	clothes	and	manners
We	attended	a	formal	dinner.	They	are	formal	with	people	they	don't	know	well.	also	:	suitable	for	a	formal	occasion	—	opposite	informal	2		[more	formal;	most	formal]	of	language	:	suitable	for	serious	or	official	speech	and	writing	He	spoke	to	them	in	formal	Spanish.	—	opposite	informal	3		a		:	made	or	done	in	an	official	and	usually	public	way	He	wrote	up	a	formal	statement
of	his	political	beliefs.	She	received	formal	recognition	for	her	volunteer	work.	He	has	made	a	formal	announcement	of	his	candidacy.	b		:	done	in	a	proper	way	according	to	the	law	They	seem	to	be	interested	in	buying	the	house,	but	they	haven't	yet	made	a	formal	offer.	4		:	arranged	in	a	very	orderly	and	regular	way	—	opposite	informal	5		[more	formal;	most	formal]	:
showing	great	concern	for	behaving	in	a	proper	and	serious	way	He	has	a	very	stiff	and	formal	manner.	6		:	received	in	a	school	His	formal	education	ended	when	he	dropped	out	of	high	school.	He	lacks	formal	schooling.	7		:	relating	to	the	form	of	something	(such	as	a	piece	of	writing)	rather	than	the	content	the	formal	aspects	of	a	poem	—	formally	adverb	They	behave	very
formally	with	people	they	don't	know	well.	He	formally	announced	his	candidacy.
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