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Philosophy is a disciplined way of framing and seeking answers to questions of important human concern. It seeks to illuminate fundamental aspects of the world (metaphysics), of our relation to and knowledge of it (epistemology, philosophy of mind), and of our own nature as rational, purposive, and social beings (ethics, political philosophy). The
study of philosophy aims at an appreciation of the ways this enterprise has been, is, and might be approached. It also provides a vantage point for reflecting on the nature and achievement of other disciplines, such as science, the arts, and the humanities. Study of general and fundamental questionsFor other uses, see Philosophy (disambiguation).The
statue The Thinker by Auguste Rodin is a symbol of philosophical thought.[1]Part of a series onPhilosophy Philosophy portalContentsOutlineGlossaryHistoryCategoriesPhilosophiesBy periodAncientEgyptianGreekMedievalRenaissanceModernContemporaryAnalyticContinental By regionAfricanEgyptianEthiopianSouth
AfricanEasternChineselndianIndonesianJapaneseKoreanVietnameselndigenous AmericanAztecMiddle EasternlranianWesternUnited StatesBritishFrenchGermanItalianRussianBy
religionBuddhistConfucianChristianHindulslamicJainJewishTaoistBranchesEpistemologyEthicsLogicMetaphysicsAestheticsEducationHistoryLanguageLawMetaphilosophyMindOntologyPhenomenologyPoliticalReligionSciencePhilosophersAesthetic philosophersEpistemologistsEthicistsLogiciansMetaphysiciansPhilosophers of mindSocial and political
philosophersWomen in philosophyvtePhilosophy (‘'love of wisdom' in Ancient Greek) is a systematic study of general and fundamental questions concerning topics like existence, reason, knowledge, value, mind, and language. It is a rational and critical inquiry that reflects on its methods and assumptions.Historically, many of the individual sciences,
such as physics and psychology, formed part of philosophy. However, they are considered separate academic disciplines in the modern sense of the term. Influential traditions in the history of philosophy include Western, ArabicPersian, Indian, and Chinese philosophy. Western philosophy originated in Ancient Greece and covers a wide area of
philosophical subfields. A central topic in ArabicPersian philosophy is the relation between reason and revelation. Indian philosophy combines the spiritual problem of how to reach enlightenment with the exploration of the nature of reality and the ways of arriving at knowledge. Chinese philosophy focuses principally on practical issues about right
social conduct, government, and self-cultivation.Major branches of philosophy are epistemology, ethics, logic, and metaphysics. Epistemology studies what knowledge is and how to acquire it. Ethics investigates moral principles and what constitutes right conduct. Logic is the study of correct reasoning and explores how good arguments can be
distinguished from bad ones. Metaphysics examines the most general features of reality, existence, objects, and properties. Other subfields are aesthetics, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of religion, philosophy of science, philosophy of mathematics, philosophy of history, and political philosophy. Within each branch, there are
competing schools of philosophy that promote different principles, theories, or methods.Philosophers use a great variety of methods to arrive at philosophical knowledge. They include conceptual analysis, reliance on common sense and intuitions, use of thought experiments, analysis of ordinary language, description of experience, and critical
questioning. Philosophy is related to many other fields, including the sciences, mathematics, business, law, and journalism. It provides an interdisciplinary perspective and studies the scope and fundamental concepts of these fields. It also investigates their methods and ethical implications.The word philosophy comes from the Ancient Greek words
(philos) 'love' and (sophia) 'wisdom'.[2][a] Some sources say that the term was coined by the pre-Socratic philosopher Pythagoras, but this is not certain.[4]Physics was originally part of philosophy, like Isaac Newton's observation of how gravity affects falling apples.The word entered the English language primarily from Old French and Anglo-Norman
starting around 1175 CE. The French philosophie is itself a borrowing from the Latin philosophia. The term philosophy acquired the meanings of "advanced study of the speculative subjects (logic, ethics, physics, and metaphysics)", "deep wisdom consisting of love of truth and virtuous living", "profound learning as transmitted by the ancient writers",
and "the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and existence, and the basic limits of human understanding".[5]Before the modern age, the term philosophy was used in a wide sense. It included most forms of rational inquiry, such as the individual sciences, as its subdisciplines.[6] For instance, natural philosophy was a major branch
of philosophy.[7] This branch of philosophy encompassed a wide range of fields, including disciplines like physics, chemistry, and biology.[8] An example of this usage is the 1687 book Philosophi Naturalis Principia Mathematica by Isaac Newton. This book referred to natural philosophy in its title, but it is today considered a book of physics.[9]The
meaning of philosophy changed toward the end of the modern period when it acquired the more narrow meaning common today. In this new sense, the term is mainly associated with disciplines like metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics. Among other topics, it covers the rational study of reality, knowledge, and values. It is distinguished from other
disciplines of rational inquiry such as the empirical sciences and mathematics.[10]See also: MetaphilosophyThe practice of philosophy is characterized by several general features: it is a form of rational inquiry, it aims to be systematic, and it tends to critically reflect on its own methods and presuppositions.[11] It requires attentively thinking long and
carefully about the provocative, vexing, and enduring problems central to the human condition.[12]The philosophical pursuit of wisdom involves asking general and fundamental questions. It often does not result in straightforward answers but may help a person to better understand the topic, examine their life, dispel confusion, and overcome
prejudices and self-deceptive ideas associated with common sense.[13] For example, Socrates stated that "the unexamined life is not worth living" to highlight the role of philosophical inquiry in understanding one's own existence.[14][15] And according to Bertrand Russell, "the man who has no tincture of philosophy goes through life imprisoned in
the prejudices derived from common sense, from the habitual beliefs of his age or his nation, and from convictions which have grown up in his mind without the cooperation or consent of his deliberate reason."[16]Main article: Definitions of philosophyAttempts to provide more precise definitions of philosophy are controversial[17] and are studied in
metaphilosophy.[18] Some approaches argue that there is a set of essential features shared by all parts of philosophy. Others see only weaker family resemblances or contend that it is merely an empty blanket term.[19] Precise definitions are often only accepted by theorists belonging to a certain philosophical movement and are revisionistic
according to Sren Overgaard et al. in that many presumed parts of philosophy would not deserve the title "philosophy" if they were true.[20]Some definitions characterize philosophy in relation to its method, like pure reasoning. Others focus on its topic, for example, as the study of the biggest patterns of the world as a whole or as the attempt to
answer the big questions.[21] Such an approach is pursued by Immanuel Kant, who holds that the task of philosophy is united by four questions: "What can I know?"; "What should I do?"; "What may I hope?"; and "What is the human being?"[22] Both approaches have the problem that they are usually either too wide, by including non-philosophical
disciplines, or too narrow, by excluding some philosophical sub-disciplines.[23]Many definitions of philosophy emphasize its intimate relation to science.[24] In this sense, philosophy is sometimes understood as a proper science in its own right. According to some naturalistic philosophers, such as W. V. O. Quine, philosophy is an empirical yet abstract
science that is concerned with wide-ranging empirical patterns instead of particular observations.[25] Science-based definitions usually face the problem of explaining why philosophy in its long history has not progressed to the same extent or in the same way as the sciences.[26] This problem is avoided by seeing philosophy as an immature or
provisional science whose subdisciplines cease to be philosophy once they have fully developed.[27] In this sense, philosophy is sometimes described as "the midwife of the sciences".[28]Other definitions focus on the contrast between science and philosophy. A common theme among many such conceptions is that philosophy is concerned with
meaning, understanding, or the clarification of language.[29] According to one view, philosophy is conceptual analysis, which involves finding the necessary and sufficient conditions for the application of concepts.[30] Another definition characterizes philosophy as thinking about thinking to emphasize its self-critical, reflective nature.[31] A further
approach presents philosophy as a linguistic therapy. According to Ludwig Wittgenstein, for instance, philosophy aims at dispelling misunderstandings to which humans are susceptible due to the confusing structure of ordinary language.[32]Phenomenologists, such as Edmund Husserl, characterize philosophy as a "rigorous science" investigating
essences.[33] They practice a radical suspension of theoretical assumptions about reality to get back to the "things themselves", that is, as originally given in experience. They contend that this base-level of experience provides the foundation for higher-order theoretical knowledge, and that one needs to understand the former to understand the latter.
[34]An early approach found in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy is that philosophy is the spiritual practice of developing one's rational capacities.[35] This practice is an expression of the philosopher's love of wisdom and has the aim of improving one's well-being by leading a reflective life.[36] For example, the Stoics saw philosophy as an
exercise to train the mind and thereby achieve eudaimonia and flourish in life.[37]Main article: History of philosophyAs a discipline, the history of philosophy aims to provide a systematic and chronological exposition of philosophical concepts and doctrines.[38] Some theorists see it as a part of intellectual history, but it also investigates questions not
covered by intellectual history such as whether the theories of past philosophers are true and have remained philosophically relevant.[39] The history of philosophy is primarily concerned with theories based on rational inquiry and argumentation; some historians understand it in a looser sense that includes myths, religious teachings, and proverbial
lore.[40]Influential traditions in the history of philosophy include Western, ArabicPersian, Indian, and Chinese philosophy. Other philosophical traditions are Japanese philosophy, Latin American philosophy, and African philosophy.[41]Main article: Western philosophyAristotle was a major figure in ancient philosophy and developed a comprehensive
system of thought including metaphysics, logic, ethics, politics, and natural science.[42]Western philosophy originated in Ancient Greece in the 6th century BCE with the pre-Socratics. They attempted to provide rational explanations of the cosmos as a whole.[43] The philosophy following them was shaped by Socrates (469399 BCE), Plato (427347
BCE), and Aristotle (384322 BCE). They expanded the range of topics to questions like how people should act, how to arrive at knowledge, and what the nature of reality and mind is.[44] The later part of the ancient period was marked by the emergence of philosophical movements, for example, Epicureanism, Stoicism, Skepticism, and Neoplatonism.
[45] The medieval period started in the 5th century CE. Its focus was on religious topics and many thinkers used ancient philosophy to explain and further elaborate Christian doctrines.[46][47]The Renaissance period started in the 14th century and saw a renewed interest in schools of ancient philosophy, in particular Platonism. Humanism also
emerged in this period.[48] The modern period started in the 17th century. One of its central concerns was how philosophical and scientific knowledge are created. Specific importance was given to the role of reason and sensory experience.[49] Many of these innovations were used in the Enlightenment movement to challenge traditional authorities.
[50] Several attempts to develop comprehensive systems of philosophy were made in the 19th century, for instance, by German idealism and Marxism.[51] Influential developments in 20th-century philosophy were the emergence and application of formal logic, the focus on the role of language as well as pragmatism, and movements in continental
philosophy like phenomenology, existentialism, and post-structuralism.[52] The 20th century saw a rapid expansion of academic philosophy in terms of the number of philosophical publications and philosophers working at academic institutions.[53] There was also a noticeable growth in the number of female philosophers, but they still remained
underrepresented.[54]Main articles: Islamic philosophy and Iranian philosophyPortrait of Avicenna, one of the most influential philosophers of the Islamic Golden AgeArabicPersian philosophy arose in the early 9th century CE as a response to discussions in the Islamic theological tradition. Its classical period lasted until the 12th century CE and was
strongly influenced by ancient Greek philosophers. It employed their ideas to elaborate and interpret the teachings of the Quran.[55]Al-Kindi (801873 CE) is usually regarded as the first philosopher of this tradition. He translated and interpreted many works of Aristotle and Neoplatonists in his attempt to show that there is a harmony between reason
and faith.[56] Avicenna (9801037 CE) also followed this goal and developed a comprehensive philosophical system to provide a rational understanding of reality encompassing science, religion, and mysticism.[57] Al-Ghazali (10581111 CE) was a strong critic of the idea that reason can arrive at a true understanding of reality and God. He formulated a
detailed critique of philosophy and tried to assign philosophy a more limited place besides the teachings of the Quran and mystical insight.[58] Following Al-Ghazali and the end of the classical period, the influence of philosophical inquiry waned.[59] Mulla Sadra (15711636 CE) is often regarded as one of the most influential philosophers of the
subsequent period.[60] The increasing influence of Western thought and institutions in the 19th and 20th centuries gave rise to the intellectual movement of Islamic modernism, which aims to understand the relation between traditional Islamic beliefs and modernity.[61]Main article: Indian philosophyAdi Shankara developed the monistic view of
Advaita Vedanta, stating that the existence of a plurality of distinct entities is an illusion.One of the distinguishing features of Indian philosophy is that it integrates the exploration of the nature of reality, the ways of arriving at knowledge, and the spiritual question of how to reach enlightenment.[62] It started around 900 BCE when the Vedas were
written. They are the foundational scriptures of Hinduism and contemplate issues concerning the relation between the self and ultimate reality as well as the question of how souls are reborn based on their past actions.[63] This period also saw the emergence of non-Vedic teachings, like Buddhism and Jainism.[64] Buddhism was founded by Gautama
Siddhartha (563483 BCE), who challenged the Vedic idea of a permanent self and proposed a path to liberate oneself from suffering.[64] Jainism was founded by Mahavira (599527 BCE), who emphasized non-violence as well as respect toward all forms of life.[65]The subsequent classical period started roughly 200 BCE[b] and was characterized by
the emergence of the six orthodox schools of Hinduism: Nyy, Vaieika, Skhya, Yoga, Mms, and Vedanta.[67] The school of Advaita Vedanta developed later in this period. It was systematized by Adi Shankara (c.700750 CE), who held that everything is one and that the impression of a universe consisting of many distinct entities is an illusion.[68] A
slightly different perspective was defended by Ramanuja (10171137 CE),[c] who founded the school of Vishishtadvaita Vedanta and argued that individual entities are real as aspects or parts of the underlying unity.[70] He also helped to popularize the Bhakti movement, which taught devotion toward the divine as a spiritual path and lasted until the
17th to 18th centuries CE.[71] The modern period began roughly 1800 CE and was shaped by encounters with Western thought.[72] Philosophers tried to formulate comprehensive systems to harmonize diverse philosophical and religious teachings. For example, Swami Vivekananda (18631902 CE) used the teachings of Advaita Vedanta to argue that
all the different religions are valid paths toward the one divine.[73]Main article: Chinese philosophyThe teachings of Confucius on ethics and society shaped subsequent Chinese philosophy.Chinese philosophy is particularly interested in practical questions associated with right social conduct, government, and self-cultivation.[74] Many schools of
thought emerged in the 6th century BCE in competing attempts to resolve the political turbulence of that period. The most prominent among them were Confucianism and Daoism.[75] Confucianism was founded by Confucius (551479 BCE). It focused on different forms of moral virtues and explored how they lead to harmony in society.[76] Daoism
was founded by Laozi (6th century BCE) and examined how humans can live in harmony with nature by following the Dao or the natural order of the universe.[77] Other influential early schools of thought were Mohism, which developed an early form of altruistic consequentialism,[78] and Legalism, which emphasized the importance of a strong state
and strict laws.[79]Buddhism was introduced to China in the 1st century CE and diversified into new forms of Buddhism.[80] Starting in the 3rd century CE, the school of Xuanxue emerged. It interpreted earlier Daoist works with a specific emphasis on metaphysical explanations.[80] Neo-Confucianism developed in the 11th century CE. It
systematized previous Confucian teachings and sought a metaphysical foundation of ethics.[81] The modern period in Chinese philosophy began in the early 20th century and was shaped by the influence of and reactions to Western philosophy. The emergence of Chinese Marxismwhich focused on class struggle, socialism, and communismresulted in a
significant transformation of the political landscape.[82] Another development was the emergence of New Confucianism, which aims to modernize and rethink Confucian teachings to explore their compatibility with democratic ideals and modern science.[83]Traditional Japanese philosophy assimilated and synthesized ideas from different traditions,
including the indigenous Shinto religion and Chinese and Indian thought in the forms of Confucianism and Buddhism, both of which entered Japan in the 6th and 7th centuries. Its practice is characterized by active interaction with reality rather than disengaged examination.[84] Neo-Confucianism became an influential school of thought in the 16th
century and the following Edo period and prompted a greater focus on language and the natural world.[85] The Kyoto School emerged in the 20th century and integrated Eastern spirituality with Western philosophy in its exploration of concepts like absolute nothingness (zettai-mu), place (basho), and the self.[86]Latin American philosophy in the pre-
colonial period was practiced by indigenous civilizations and explored questions concerning the nature of reality and the role of humans.[87] It has similarities to indigenous North American philosophy, which covered themes such as the interconnectedness of all things.[88] Latin American philosophy during the colonial period, starting around 1550,
was dominated by religious philosophy in the form of scholasticism. Influential topics in the post-colonial period were positivism, the philosophy of liberation, and the exploration of identity and culture.[89]Early African philosophy was primarily conducted and transmitted orally. It focused on community, morality, and ancestral ideas, encompassing
folklore, wise sayings, religious ideas, and philosophical concepts like Ubuntu.[90] Systematic African philosophy emerged at the beginning of the 20th century. It discusses topics such as ethnophilosophy, ngritude, pan-Africanism, Marxism, postcolonialism, the role of cultural identity, relativism, African epistemology, and the critique of
Eurocentrism.[91]See also: Outline of philosophy Branches of philosophy, and Outline of philosophy Philosophical schools of thoughtPhilosophical questions can be grouped into several branches. These groupings allow philosophers to focus on a set of similar topics and interact with other thinkers who are interested in the same questions.
Epistemology, ethics, logic, and metaphysics are sometimes listed as the main branches.[92] There are many other subfields besides them and the different divisions are neither exhaustive nor mutually exclusive. For example, political philosophy, ethics, and aesthetics are sometimes linked under the general heading of value theory as they investigate
normative or evaluative aspects.[93] Furthermore, philosophical inquiry sometimes overlaps with other disciplines in the natural and social sciences, religion, and mathematics.[94]Main article: EpistemologyEpistemology is the branch of philosophy that studies knowledge. It is also known as theory of knowledge and aims to understand what
knowledge is, how it arises, what its limits are, and what value it has. It further examines the nature of truth, belief, justification, and rationality.[95] Some of the questions addressed by epistemologists include "By what method(s) can one acquire knowledge?"; "How is truth established?"; and "Can we prove causal relations?"[96]Epistemology is
primarily interested in declarative knowledge or knowledge of facts, like knowing that Princess Diana died in 1997. But it also investigates practical knowledge, such as knowing how to ride a bicycle, and knowledge by acquaintance, for example, knowing a celebrity personally.[97]0One area in epistemology is the analysis of knowledge. It assumes that
declarative knowledge is a combination of different parts and attempts to identify what those parts are. An influential theory in this area claims that knowledge has three components: it is a belief that is justified and true. This theory is controversial and the difficulties associated with it are known as the Gettier problem.[98] Alternative views state
that knowledge requires additional components, like the absence of luck; different components, like the manifestation of cognitive virtues instead of justification; or they deny that knowledge can be analyzed in terms of other phenomena.[99]Another area in epistemology asks how people acquire knowledge. Often-discussed sources of knowledge are
perception, introspection, memory, inference, and testimony.[100] According to empiricists, all knowledge is based on some form of experience. Rationalists reject this view and hold that some forms of knowledge, like innate knowledge, are not acquired through experience.[101] The regress problem is a common issue in relation to the sources of
knowledge and the justification they offer. It is based on the idea that beliefs require some kind of reason or evidence to be justified. The problem is that the source of justification may itself be in need of another source of justification. This leads to an infinite regress or circular reasoning. Foundationalists avoid this conclusion by arguing that some
sources can provide justification without requiring justification themselves.[102] Another solution is presented by coherentists, who state that a belief is justified if it coheres with other beliefs of the person.[103]Many discussions in epistemology touch on the topic of philosophical skepticism, which raises doubts about some or all claims to knowledge.
These doubts are often based on the idea that knowledge requires absolute certainty and that humans are unable to acquire it.[104]Main article: Ethics"The utilitarian doctrine is, that happiness is desirable, and the only thing desirable, as an end; all other things being only desirable as means to that end." John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (1863)
[105]Ethics, also known as moral philosophy, studies what constitutes right conduct. It is also concerned with the moral evaluation of character traits and institutions. It explores what the standards of morality are and how to live a good life.[106] Philosophical ethics addresses such basic questions as "Are moral obligations relative?"; "Which has
priority: well-being or obligation?"; and "What gives life meaning?"[107]The main branches of ethics are meta-ethics, normative ethics, and applied ethics.[108] Meta-ethics asks abstract questions about the nature and sources of morality. It analyzes the meaning of ethical concepts, like right action and obligation. It also investigates whether ethical
theories can be true in an absolute sense and how to acquire knowledge of them.[109] Normative ethics encompasses general theories of how to distinguish between right and wrong conduct. It helps guide moral decisions by examining what moral obligations and rights people have. Applied ethics studies the consequences of the general theories
developed by normative ethics in specific situations, for example, in the workplace or for medical treatments.[110]Within contemporary normative ethics, consequentialism, deontology, and virtue ethics are influential schools of thought.[111] Consequentialists judge actions based on their consequences. One such view is utilitarianism, which argues
that actions should increase overall happiness while minimizing suffering. Deontologists judge actions based on whether they follow moral duties, such as abstaining from lying or killing. According to them, what matters is that actions are in tune with those duties and not what consequences they have. Virtue theorists judge actions based on how the
moral character of the agent is expressed. According to this view, actions should conform to what an ideally virtuous agent would do by manifesting virtues like generosity and honesty.[112]Main article: LogicLogic is the study of correct reasoning. It aims to understand how to distinguish good from bad arguments.[113] It is usually divided into
formal and informal logic. Formal logic uses artificial languages with a precise symbolic representation to investigate arguments. In its search for exact criteria, it examines the structure of arguments to determine whether they are correct or incorrect. Informal logic uses non-formal criteria and standards to assess the correctness of arguments. It
relies on additional factors such as content and context.[114]Logic examines a variety of arguments. Deductive arguments are mainly studied by formal logic. An argument is deductively valid if the truth of its premises ensures the truth of its conclusion. Deductively valid arguments follow a rule of inference, like modus ponens, which has the
following logical form: "p; if p then q; therefore q". An example is the argument "today is Sunday; if today is Sunday then I don't have to go to work today; therefore I don't have to go to work today".[115]The premises of non-deductive arguments also support their conclusion, although this support does not guarantee that the conclusion is true.[116]
One form is inductive reasoning. It starts from a set of individual cases and uses generalization to arrive at a universal law governing all cases. An example is the inference that "all ravens are black" based on observations of many individual black ravens.[117] Another form is abductive reasoning. It starts from an observation and concludes that the
best explanation of this observation must be true. This happens, for example, when a doctor diagnoses a disease based on the observed symptoms.[118]Logic also investigates incorrect forms of reasoning. They are called fallacies and are divided into formal and informal fallacies based on whether the source of the error lies only in the form of the
argument or also in its content and context.[119]Main article: MetaphysicsThe beginning of Aristotle's Metaphysics in an incunabulum decorated with hand-painted miniaturesMetaphysics is the study of the most general features of reality, such as existence, objects and their properties, wholes and their parts, space and time, events, and causation.
[120] There are disagreements about the precise definition of the term and its meaning has changed throughout the ages.[121] Metaphysicians attempt to answer basic questions including "Why is there something rather than nothing?"; "Of what does reality ultimately consist?"; and "Are humans free?"[122]Metaphysics is sometimes divided into
general metaphysics and specific or special metaphysics. General metaphysics investigates being as such. It examines the features that all entities have in common. Specific metaphysics is interested in different kinds of being, the features they have, and how they differ from one another.[123]An important area in metaphysics is ontology. Some
theorists identify it with general metaphysics. Ontology investigates concepts like being, becoming, and reality. It studies the categories of being and asks what exists on the most fundamental level.[124] Another subfield of metaphysics is philosophical cosmology. It is interested in the essence of the world as a whole. It asks questions including
whether the universe has a beginning and an end and whether it was created by something else.[125]A key topic in metaphysics concerns the question of whether reality only consists of physical things like matter and energy. Alternative suggestions are that mental entities (such as souls and experiences) and abstract entities (such as numbers) exist
apart from physical things. Another topic in metaphysics concerns the problem of identity. One question is how much an entity can change while still remaining the same entity.[126] According to one view, entities have essential and accidental features. They can change their accidental features but they cease to be the same entity if they lose an
essential feature.[127] A central distinction in metaphysics is between particulars and universals. Universals, like the color red, can exist at different locations at the same time. This is not the case for particulars including individual persons or specific objects.[128] Other metaphysical questions are whether the past fully determines the present and
what implications this would have for the existence of free will.[129]See also: List of philosophiesThere are many other subfields of philosophy besides its core branches. Some of the most prominent are aesthetics, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, philosophy of religion, philosophy of science, and political philosophy.[130]Aesthetics in the
philosophical sense is the field that studies the nature and appreciation of beauty and other aesthetic properties, like the sublime.[131] Although it is often treated together with the philosophy of art, aesthetics is a broader category that encompasses other aspects of experience, such as natural beauty.[132] In a more general sense, aesthetics is
"critical reflection on art, culture, and nature".[133] A key question in aesthetics is whether beauty is an objective feature of entities or a subjective aspect of experience.[134] Aesthetic philosophers also investigate the nature of aesthetic experiences and judgments. Further topics include the essence of works of art and the processes involved in
creating them.[135]The philosophy of language studies the nature and function of language. It examines the concepts of meaning, reference, and truth. It aims to answer questions such as how words are related to things and how language affects human thought and understanding. It is closely related to the disciplines of logic and linguistics.[136]
The philosophy of language rose to particular prominence in the early 20th century in analytic philosophy due to the works of Frege and Russell. One of its central topics is to understand how sentences get their meaning. There are two broad theoretical camps: those emphasizing the formal truth conditions of sentences[d] and those investigating
circumstances that determine when it is suitable to use a sentence, the latter of which is associated with speech act theory.[138]The philosophy of mind studies the nature of mental phenomena and how they are related to the physical world.[139] It aims to understand different types of conscious and unconscious mental states, like beliefs, desires,
intentions, feelings, sensations, and free will.[140] An influential intuition in the philosophy of mind is that there is a distinction between the inner experience of objects and their existence in the external world. The mind-body problem is the problem of explaining how these two types of thingmind and matterare related. The main traditional responses
are materialism, which assumes that matter is more fundamental; idealism, which assumes that mind is more fundamental; and dualism, which assumes that mind and matter are distinct types of entities. In contemporary philosophy, another common view is functionalism, which understands mental states in terms of the functional or causal roles they
play.[141] The mind-body problem is closely related to the hard problem of consciousness, which asks how the physical brain can produce qualitatively subjective experiences.[142]The philosophy of religion investigates the basic concepts, assumptions, and arguments associated with religion. It critically reflects on what religion is, how to define the
divine, and whether one or more gods exist. It also includes the discussion of worldviews that reject religious doctrines.[143] Further questions addressed by the philosophy of religion are: "How are we to interpret religious language, if not literally?";[144] "Is divine omniscience compatible with free will?";[145] and, "Are the great variety of world
religions in some way compatible in spite of their apparently contradictory theological claims?"[146] It includes topics from nearly all branches of philosophy.[147] It differs from theology since theological debates typically take place within one religious tradition, whereas debates in the philosophy of religion transcend any particular set of theological
assumptions.[148]The philosophy of science examines the fundamental concepts, assumptions, and problems associated with science. It reflects on what science is and how to distinguish it from pseudoscience. It investigates the methods employed by scientists, how their application can result in knowledge, and on what assumptions they are based. It
also studies the purpose and implications of science.[149] Some of its questions are "What counts as an adequate explanation?";[150] "Is a scientific law anything more than a description of a regularity?";[151] and "Can some special sciences be explained entirely in the terms of a more general science?"[152] It is a vast field that is commonly divided
into the philosophy of the natural sciences and the philosophy of the social sciences, with further subdivisions for each of the individual sciences under these headings. How these branches are related to one another is also a question in the philosophy of science. Many of its philosophical issues overlap with the fields of metaphysics or epistemology.
[153]Political philosophy is the philosophical inquiry into the fundamental principles and ideas governing political systems and societies. It examines the basic concepts, assumptions, and arguments in the field of politics. It investigates the nature and purpose of government and compares its different forms.[154] It further asks under what
circumstances the use of political power is legitimate, rather than a form of simple violence.[155] In this regard, it is concerned with the distribution of political power, social and material goods, and legal rights.[156] Other topics are justice, liberty, equality, sovereignty, and nationalism.[157] Political philosophy involves a general inquiry into
normative matters and differs in this respect from political science, which aims to provide empirical descriptions of actually existing states.[158] Political philosophy is often treated as a subfield of ethics.[159] Influential schools of thought in political philosophy are liberalism, conservativism, socialism, and anarchism.[160]Main article: Philosophical
methodologyMethods of philosophy are ways of conducting philosophical inquiry. They include techniques for arriving at philosophical knowledge and justifying philosophical claims as well as principles used for choosing between competing theories.[161] A great variety of methods have been employed throughout the history of philosophy. Many of
them differ significantly from the methods used in the natural sciences in that they do not use experimental data obtained through measuring equipment.[162] The choice of one's method usually has important implications both for how philosophical theories are constructed and for the arguments cited for or against them.[163] This choice is often
guided by epistemological considerations about what constitutes philosophical evidence.[164]Methodological disagreements can cause conflicts among philosophical theories or about the answers to philosophical questions. The discovery of new methods has often had important consequences both for how philosophers conduct their research and for
what claims they defend.[165] Some philosophers engage in most of their theorizing using one particular method while others employ a wider range of methods based on which one fits the specific problem investigated best.[166]Conceptual analysis is a common method in analytic philosophy. It aims to clarify the meaning of concepts by analyzing
them into their component parts.[167] Another method often employed in analytic philosophy is based on common sense. It starts with commonly accepted beliefs and tries to draw unexpected conclusions from them, which it often employs in a negative sense to criticize philosophical theories that are too far removed from how the average person
sees the issue.[168] It is similar to how ordinary language philosophy approaches philosophical questions by investigating how ordinary language is used.[169]The trolley problem is a thought experiment that investigates the moral difference between doing and allowing harm. This issue is explored in an imaginary situation in which a person can
sacrifice a single person by redirecting a trolley to save a group of people.[170]Various methods in philosophy give particular importance to intuitions, that is, non-inferential impressions about the correctness of specific claims or general principles.[171] For example, they play an important role in thought experiments, which employ counterfactual
thinking to evaluate the possible consequences of an imagined situation. These anticipated consequences can then be used to confirm or refute philosophical theories.[172] The method of reflective equilibrium also employs intuitions. It seeks to form a coherent position on a certain issue by examining all the relevant beliefs and intuitions, some of
which often have to be deemphasized or reformulated to arrive at a coherent perspective.[173]Pragmatists stress the significance of concrete practical consequences for assessing whether a philosophical theory is true.[174] According to the pragmatic maxim as formulated by Charles Sanders Peirce, the idea a person has of an object is nothing more
than the totality of practical consequences they associate with this object. Pragmatists have also used this method to expose disagreements as merely verbal, that is, to show they make no genuine difference on the level of consequences.[175]Phenomenologists seek knowledge of the realm of appearance and the structure of human experience. They
insist upon the first-personal character of all experience and proceed by suspending theoretical judgments about the external world. This technique of phenomenological reduction is known as "bracketing" or epoch. The goal is to give an unbiased description of the appearance of things.[176]Methodological naturalism places great emphasis on the
empirical approach and the resulting theories found in the natural sciences. In this way, it contrasts with methodologies that give more weight to pure reasoning and introspection.[177]Philosophy is closely related to many other fields. It is sometimes understood as a meta-discipline that clarifies their nature and limits. It does this by critically
examining their basic concepts, background assumptions, and methods. In this regard, it plays a key role in providing an interdisciplinary perspective. It bridges the gap between different disciplines by analyzing which concepts and problems they have in common. It shows how they overlap while also delimiting their scope.[178] Historically, most of
the individual sciences originated from philosophy.[179]The influence of philosophy is felt in several fields that require difficult practical decisions. In medicine, philosophical considerations related to bioethics affect issues like whether an embryo is already a person and under what conditions abortion is morally permissible. A closely related
philosophical problem is how humans should treat other animals, for instance, whether it is acceptable to use non-human animals as food or for research experiments.[180] In relation to business and professional life, philosophy has contributed by providing ethical frameworks. They contain guidelines on which business practices are morally
acceptable and cover the issue of corporate social responsibility.[181]Philosophical inquiry is relevant to many fields that are concerned with what to believe and how to arrive at evidence for one's beliefs.[182] This is a key issue for the sciences, which have as one of their prime objectives the creation of scientific knowledge. Scientific knowledge is
based on empirical evidence but it is often not clear whether empirical observations are neutral or already include theoretical assumptions. A closely connected problem is whether the available evidence is sufficient to decide between competing theories.[183] Epistemological problems in relation to the law include what counts as evidence and how
much evidence is required to find a person guilty of a crime. A related issue in journalism is how to ensure truth and objectivity when reporting on events.[178]In the fields of theology and religion, there are many doctrines associated with the existence and nature of God as well as rules governing correct behavior. A key issue is whether a rational
person should believe these doctrines, for example, whether revelation in the form of holy books and religious experiences of the divine are sufficient evidence for these beliefs.[184]Judith Butler is one of the philosophers responsible for the cultural influence of philosophy on the feminist movement.Philosophy in the form of logic has been influential
in the fields of mathematics and computer science.[185] Further fields influenced by philosophy include psychology, sociology, linguistics, education, and the arts.[186] The close relation between philosophy and other fields in the contemporary period is reflected in the fact that many philosophy graduates go on to work in related fields rather than in
philosophy itself.[187]In the field of politics, philosophy addresses issues such as how to assess whether a government policy is just.[188] Philosophical ideas have prepared and shaped various political developments. For example, ideals formulated in Enlightenment philosophy laid the foundation for constitutional democracy and played a role in the
American Revolution and the French Revolution.[189] Marxist philosophy and its exposition of communism was one of the factors in the Russian Revolution and the Chinese Communist Revolution.[190] In India, Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence shaped the Indian independence movement.[191]An example of the cultural and critical role
of philosophy is found in its influence on the feminist movement through philosophers such as Mary Wollstonecraft, Simone de Beauvoir, and Judith Butler. It has shaped the understanding of key concepts in feminism, for instance, the meaning of gender, how it differs from biological sex, and what role it plays in the formation of personal identity.
Philosophers have also investigated the concepts of justice and equality and their implications with respect to the prejudicial treatment of women in male-dominated societies.[192]The idea that philosophy is useful for many aspects of life and society is sometimes rejected. According to one such view, philosophy is mainly undertaken for its own sake
and does not make significant contributions to existing practices or external goals.[193]Main article: Outline of philosophyPhilosophy portalList of important publications in philosophyList of philosophical problemsList of philosophy awardsList of philosophy journalsList of years in philosophyLists of philosophersLogology”™ The Ancient Greek
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WikiversityData from WikidataRetrieved from " Bertrand Russell Bertrand Russell in 1957We need to consider what is the value of philosophy and why it ought to be studied. It is the more necessary to consider this question, in view of the fact that many people, under the influence of science or of practical affairs, are inclined to doubt whether
philosophy is anything better than innocent but useless trifling, hairsplitting distinctions, and controversies on matters concerning which knowledge is impossible.This view of philosophy appears to result, partly from a wrong conception of the ends of life, partly from a wrong conception of the kind of goods which philosophy strives to achieve.
Physical science, through the medium of inventions, is useful to innumerable people who are wholly ignorant of it; thus the study of physical science is to be recommended, not only, or primarily, because of the effect on the student, but rather because of the effect on mankind in general. This utility does not belong to philosophy. If the study of
philosophy has any value at all for others than students of philosophy, it must be only indirectly, through its effects upon the lives of those who study it. It is in these effects, therefore, if anywhere, that the value of philosophy must be primarily sought.But further, if we are not to fail in our endeavor to determine the value of philosophy, we must first
free our minds from the prejudices of what are wrongly called practical people. The practical person, as this word is often used, is one who recognizes only material needs, who realizes that people must have food for the body, but is oblivious of the necessity of providing food for the mind. If all people were well off, if poverty and disease had been
reduced to their lowest possible point, there would still remain much to be done to produce a valuable society; and even in the existing world the goods of the mind are at least as important as the goods of the body. It is exclusively among the goods of the mind that the value of philosophy is to be found; and only those who are not indifferent to these
goods can be persuaded that the study of philosophy is not a waste of time.Philosophy, like all other studies, aims primarily at knowledge. The knowledge it aims it is the kind of knowledge which gives unity and system to the body of the sciences, and the kind which results from a critical examination of the grounds of our convictions, prejudices, and
beliefs. But it cannot be maintained that philosophy has had any very great measure of success in its attempts to provide definite answers to its questions. If you ask a mathematician, a mineralogist, a historian, or any other person of learning, what definite body of truths has been ascertained by his science, his answer will last as long as you are
willing to listen. But if you put the same question to a philosopher, he will, if he is candid, have to confess that his study has not achieved positive results such as have been achieved by other sciences. It is true that this is partly accounted for by the fact that, as soon as definite knowledge concerning any subject becomes possible, this subject ceases
to be called philosophy, and becomes a separate science. The whole study of the heavens, which now belongs to astronomy, was once included in philosophy; Newtons great work was called the mathematical principles of natural philosophy. Similarly, the study of the human mind, which was, until very lately, a part of philosophy, has now been
separated from philosophy and has become the science of psychology. Thus, to a great extent, the uncertainty of philosophy is more apparent than real: those questions which are already capable of definite answers are placed in the sciences, while those only to which, at present, no definite answer can be given, remain to form the residue which is
called philosophy.This is, however, only a part of the truth concerning the uncertainty of philosophy. There are many questionsand among them those that are of the profoundest interest to our spiritual lifewhich, so far as we can see, must remain insoluble to the human intellect unless its powers become of quite a different order from what they are
now. Has the universe any unity of plan or purpose, or is it a fortuitous concourse of atoms? Is consciousness a permanent part of the universe, giving hope of indefinite growth in wisdom, or is it a transitory accident on a small planet on which life must ultimately become impossible? Are good and evil of importance to the universe or only to
humanity? Such questions are asked by philosophy, and variously answered by various philosophers. But it would seem that, whether answers be otherwise discoverable or not, the answers suggested by philosophy are none of them demonstrably true. Yet, however slight may be the hope of discovering an answer, it is part of the business of
philosophy to continue the consideration of such questions, to make us aware of their importance, to examine all the approaches to them, and to keep alive that speculative interest in the universe which is apt to be killed by confining ourselves to definitely ascertainable knowledgeThe value of philosophy is, in fact, to be sought largely in its very
uncertainty. The person who has no tincture of philosophy goes through life imprisoned in the prejudices derived from common sense, from the habitual beliefs of his age or his nation, and from convictions which have grown up in his mind without the cooperation or consent of his deliberate reason. To such a person the world tends to become
definite, finite, obvious; common objects rouse no questions, and unfamiliar possibilities are contemptuously rejected. As soon as we begin to philosophize, on the contrary, we find, as we saw in our opening chapters, that even the most everyday things lead to problems to which only very incomplete answers can be given. Philosophy, though unable to
tell us with certainty what is the true answer to the doubts which it raises, is able to suggest many possibilities which enlarge our thoughts and free them from the tyranny of custom. Thus, while diminishing our feeling of certainty as to what things are, it greatly increases our knowledge as to what they may be; it removes the somewhat arrogant
dogmatism of those who have never traveled into the region of liberating doubt, and it keeps alive our sense of wonder by showing familiar things in an unfamiliar aspect.Apart from its utility in showing unsuspected possibilities, philosophy has a valueperhaps its chief valuethrough the greatness of the objects which it contemplates, and the freedom
from narrow and personal aims resulting from this contemplation. The life of the instinctive person is shut up within the circle of his private interests: family and friends may be included, but the outer world is not regarded except as it may help or hinder what comes within the circle of instinctive wishes. In such a life there is something feverish and
confined, in comparison with which the philosophic life is calm and free. The private world of instinctive interests is a small one, set in the midst of a great and powerful world which must, sooner or later, lay our private world in ruins. Unless we can so enlarge our interests as to include the whole outer world, we remain like a garrison in a
beleaguered fortress, knowing that the enemy prevents escape and that ultimate surrender is inevitable. In such a life there is no peace, but a constant strife between the insistence of desire and the powerlessness of will. In one way or another, if our life is to be great and free, we must escape this prison and this strife.One way of escape is by
philosophic contemplation. Philosophic contemplation does not, in its widest survey, divide the universe into two hostile campsfriends and foes, helpful and hostile, good and badit views the whole impartially. Philosophic contemplation, when it is unalloyed, does not aim at proving that the rest of the universe is akin to humanity. All acquisition of
knowledge is an enlargement of the Self, but this enlargement is best attained when it is not directly sought. It is obtained when the desire for knowledge is alone operative, by a study which does not wish in advance that its objects should have this or that character, but adapts the Self to the characters which it finds in its objects. This enlargement of
Self is not obtained when, taking the Self as it is, we try to show that the world is so similar to this Self that knowledge of it is possible without any admission of what seems alien. The desire to prove this is a form of self-assertion, and like all self-assertion, it is an obstacle to the growth of Self which it desires, and of which the Self knows that it is
capable. Self-assertion, in philosophic speculation as elsewhere, views the world as a means to its own ends; thus it makes the world of less account than Self, and the Self sets bounds to the greatness of its goods. In contemplation, on the contrary, we start from the not-Self, and through its greatness the boundaries of Self are enlarged; through the
infinity of the universe the mind which contemplates it achieves some share in infinity.For this reason greatness of soul is not fostered by those philosophies which assimilate the universe to Humanity. Knowledge is a form of union of Self and not-Self; like all union, it is impaired by dominion, and therefore by any attempt to force the universe into
conformity with what we find in ourselves. There is a widespread philosophical tendency towards the view which tells us that humanity is the measure of all things, that truth is person-made, that space and time and the world of universals are properties of the mind, and that, if there be anything not created by the mind, it is unknowable and of no
account for us. This view, if our previous discussions were correct, is untrue; but in addition to being untrue, it has the effect of robbing philosophic contemplation of all that gives it value, since it fetters contemplation to Self. What it calls knowledge is not a union with the not-Self, but a set of prejudices, habits, and desires, making an impenetrable
veil between us and the world beyond. The person who finds pleasure in such a theory of knowledge is like the person who never leaves the domestic circle for fear his word might not be law.The true philosophic contemplation, on the contrary, finds its satisfaction in every enlargement of the not-Self, in everything that magnifies the objects
contemplated, and thereby the subject contemplating. Everything, in contemplation, that is personal or private, everything that depends upon habit, self-interest, or desire, distorts the object, and hence impairs the union which the intellect seeks. By thus making a barrier between subject and object, such personal and private things become a prison
to the intellect. The free intellect will see as God might see, without a here and now, without hopes and fears, without the trammels of customary beliefs and traditional prejudices, calmly, dispassionately, in the sole and exclusive desire of knowledgeknowledge as impersonal, as purely contemplative, as it is possible for humanity to attain. Hence also
the free intellect will value more the abstract and universal knowledge into which the accidents of private history do not enter, than the knowledge brought by the senses, and dependent, as such knowledge must be, upon an exclusive and personal point of view and a body whose sense-organs distort as much as they reveal. The mind which has become
accustomed to the freedom and impartiality of philosophic contemplation will preserve something of the same freedom and impartiality in the world of action and emotion. It will view its purposes and desires as parts of the whole, with the absence of insistence that results from seeing them as infinitesimal fragments in a world of which all the rest is
unaffected by any one persons deeds. The impartiality which, in contemplation, is the unalloyed desire for truth, is the very same quality of mind which, in action, is justice, and in emotion is that universal love which can be given to all, and not only to those who are judged useful or admirable. Thus, contemplation enlarges not only the objects of our
thoughts, but also the objects of our actions and our affections: it makes us citizens of the universe, not only of one walled city at war with all the rest. In this citizenship of the universe consists humanitys true freedom, and his liberation from the thralldom of narrow hopes and fears.Thus, to sum up our discussion of the value of philosophy: Philosophy
is to be studied, not for the sake of any definite answers to its questions, since no definite answers can, as a rule, be known to be true, but rather for the sake of the questions themselves; because these questions enlarge our conception of what is possible, enrich our intellectual imagination, and diminish the dogmatic assurance which closes the mind
against speculation; but above all because, through the greatness of the universe which philosophy contemplates, the mind also is rendered great, and becomes capable of that union with the universe which constitutes its highest good. The text was taken from the following work.Bertrand Russell, The Problems of Philosophy (Urbana, IL: Project
Gutenberg, 2004), use of this work is governed by the Public Domain.Media Attributions There is no easy answer to the question "What is the subject matter of philosophy?" Indeed, this is itself a philosophical question. However, broadly speaking, the principal aim of philosophy is to better understand ourselves, our world, and our place in it. While
philosophy differs from the empirical and social sciences in important respects this does not mean that philosophical questions are disconnected from everyday life. What we think about the nature of knowledge and of persons, for example, will have ramifications for how we act and how we treat others. One way to characterize philosophy is by the
sorts of questions it seeks to answer and the ways in which it seeks to answer them. As an academic discipline, philosophy admits of several subdivisions, each of which is itself characterized in terms of the questions addressed. Of course there is substantial overlap between areas, but here is a rough guide. Epistemology is the inquiry into the nature
of knowledge. Philosophers ask: What is knowledge? How is it possible to have knowledge of various subject matters, e.g., the external world, other minds? How are our beliefs justified? Can we know anything with certainty? Metaphysics is concerned with the fundamental nature of our world. Typical questions in this field are: What are persons?
What are free actions? What are concepts? What is matter? How do we individuate things? What kinds of things exist? What is the nature of time? Ethics is the investigation into the nature of moral judgement and moral reasoning. We want to know what actions are right actions. What ends are worth striving for? Are there moral truths? What is the
nature of the Good? Logic is broadly the analysis of the structure of correct reasoning. At issue here are rules of inference and properties of various logical systems. Logic is of intrinsic interest to philosophers as well as serving as a necessary tool in philosophical, mathematical, and scientific inquiry of all kinds. In addition to the above there are
various "Philosophies of..." The Philosophy of Science, for instance, is concerned with the nature of the scientific method and the structure of scientific explanations. The Philosophy of Language is concerned with issues like meaning, truth and reference as well as with the explanation of human linguistic understanding. The Philosophy of Mind asks,
among other things, whether the mind is the brain and whether reasons can be causes. The Philosophy of Religion investigates the meaning and justification of religious statements, and the Philosophy of Mathematics is concerned with whether numbers or sets are objects and with the nature of mathematical proof. All these questions have a
distinguished history, dating (in the Western world) from approximately the beginning of the sixth century BCE The study of philosophy, then, crucially involves the study of history of philosophy from the Ancient period throughout the medieval and Modern periods, to what can be loosely described as the Contemporary period. So, for example, the
question "What is knowledge?" has exercised thinkers from Plato to Aquinas, from Locke to Russell. And from Aristotle to Maimonides, from Hume to Moore, philosophers have been trying to articulate the nature of the good and the right. In examining how individuals of different times and cultures have thought about problems much like those that
concern us, and in studying the sometimes rather special problems that were of concern to them, students of philosophy at the latter end of the twentieth century can discover their place in intellectual history. Philosophy is also a particular way, or ways, of thinking. It emphasizes clarity in expression (both written and verbal expression) and rigor in
argument. Philosophical questions are intriguing and hard questions and so philosophical method stresses thoroughness and intellectual generosity - the willingness and ability to grasp another's arguments and respond to them. And, philosophy is as much a matter of writing and speaking as it is a matter of thinking per se. To this end, the department
requires of all Majors, Honours, and Joint Honours students beginning our program that they take a three credit course entitled "Philosophical Fundamentals". This class is a seminar devoted to the close study of several texts (these differ from year to year). The main aim of the course is to equip students with the distinctly philosophical skills that are
required for advanced work in the field. The BA in philosophy is not a professional qualification. Beyond its intrinsic interest, the study of philosophy may prepare students from graduate work in Philosophy or for work in a variety of other fields -- law and business, for example. As the interdisciplinary discipline par excellence, philosophy also
maintains and encourages ties with other fields, e.g., Psychology, Linguistics, History, Political Science, Mathematics, Physics, Biology. Philosophical reflection on the nature of explanation, for example, often offers a new perspective on the study of psychology or physics. Hence many students will find that certain classes in philosophy are directly
relevant to another area of study. The McGill Department of Philosophy has a continuing commitment to providing an intensive yet broad-based philosophical education. The interests and work of members of the Department are wide ranging both in subject matter and historical era and are supplemented by Associated faculty from English, Jewish
Studies, Religious Studies, and Psychiatry. These interests are reflected in the wide range of courses which we offer. PHILOSOPHY fi-los'-o-fi (philosophia): 1. Definition and Scope (1) Intuitive Philosophy Is Universal (2) Speculative Philosophy Belongs Mainly to Western Thought 2. Greek Philosophy 3. Philosophy in Old Testament and Judaism (1) Of
Nature (2) Of History (3) Post-exilic (4) Alexandrian 4. Philosophy in the New Testament (1) The Teaching of Jesus Christ (2) Apostolic Teaching (3) Attitude of New Testament Writers toward Philosophy LITERATURE 1. Definition and Scope: Only found in Colossians 2:8; literally, the love and pursuit of wisdom and knowledge. In its technical sense,
the term is now used for the conscious endeavor of thought, by speculative process, to interpret the whole of human experience, as a consistent and systematic unity, which would be the ultimate truth of all that may be known. The term is also used, in a wider sense, of all interpretations of experience, or parts of experience, however obtained,
whether by revelation, intuition or unconscious speculation. No hard-and-fast line can be drawn between the two kinds of philosophy. Some of the ruling conceptions of speculation, such as God, spirit, order, causation, true and false, good and evil, were not discovered by reason, but given in experience. (1) Intuitive Philosophy Is Universal. The
human mind has always and everywhere furnished itself with some kind of explanation of the universe. From the lowest animism and fetishism up to the higher religions, ideas are found which served men as explanations of those features of experience which attracted their attention. They were often regarded as given by vision, intuition or some
other method of revelation. In the higher religions, the mind reflected upon these ideas, and elaborated them into systems of thought that bear some resemblance to the speculative theories of western thought. In China, both Confucianism and Taoism developed theories of human life and destiny that bear some resemblance to Stoicism. The religions
of Assyria and Babylonia enshrined in their legends theories of the world and of man and his institutions. In India, men's belief in the Nature-gods gradually developed into pantheistic Brahmanism, which reduced the multiplicity of experience into one ultimate being, Brahma. But the desire for moral salvation and the sense of pain and evil produced a
reaction, and led to the pessimistic and nihilistic philosophy of Buddhism. In Persia, the moral consciousness awoke earlier, and the attempt to systematize the multiplicity of polytheism issued in the dualistic philosophy of later Zoroastrianism. The whole realm of being was divided into two kingdoms, created and ruled by two lords: Ahura Mazda, the
creator of light and life, law, order and goodness, and Anro Mainyus, the author of darkness, evil and death. Each was surrounded by a court of spiritual beings kindred to himself, his messengers and agents in the world (see PERSIAN RELIGION (ANCIENT)). Of all these religious philosophies, only those of Assyria and Babylonia, and of Persia, are
likely to have come into any contact with Biblical thought. The former have some affinity with the accounts of creation and the flood in Genesis; and the influence of the latter may be traced in the dualism and angelology and demonology of later Judaism, and again in the Gnostic systems that grew up in the Christian church, and through both channels
it was perpetuated, as a dualistic influence, in the lower strata of Christian thought down through the Middle Ages. (2) Speculative Philosophy Belongs Mainly to Western Thought. It arose in Greece about the beginning of the 6th century BC. It began with the problem of the general nature of being, or ontology. But it was soon forced to consider the
conditions of knowing anything at all, or to epistemology. These two studies constitute metaphysics, a term often used as synonymous with philosophy in the stricter sense. Speculation about ideal truth again led to inquiries as to the ultimate nature of the kindred ideas of the good (ethics) and the beautiful (aesthetics). And as these ideas were related
to society as well as to the individual, the Greeks developed theories of the ideal organization of society on the basis of the true, the good and the beautiful, or politics and pedagogics. The only branch of speculation to which the Greeks made no appreciable contribution was the philosophy of religion, which is a modern development. The progress of
philosophy in history divides itself naturally into three main periods: (a) ancient, from the 6th century BC to the 3rd century AD, when it is almost exclusively Greek, with some practical adaptations of Greek thought by Roman writers; (b) medieval, from the 3rd to the 16th century, where some of the ruling conceptions of Greek thought were utilized
for the systematization of Christian dogma, but speculation was mainly confined within the limits of ecclesiastical orthodoxy; there were, however, some independent Arabian and Jewish speculations; (c) modern, from the 16th century to the present time, in which thought becomes free again to speculate upon all the problems presented by



experience, though it only realized its liberty fully in the hands of Locke, Hume and Kant. 2. Greek Philosophy: Greek philosophy was the only speculative system that could have had any influence upon Biblical thought. Its main development was contemporaneous with the later Old Testament writers, but the two peoples were in every way so remote
one another that no interchange of ideas was probable. During the last two centuries BC, Greek thought spread so widely that it came to dominate the cultured thought of the world into which Christianity entered, and it would have been strange if no trace of its influence were found in the New Testament. In the first stage of its development, from
Thales to Socrates, it was concerned almost entirely with attempts to explain the nature of reality by reducing the phenomenal world into some one of its elements. Socrates changed its center of gravity, and definitely raised the problems of morality and knowledge to the position of first importance. His principles were developed by Plato into a
complex and many-sided system which, more than any other, has influenced all subsequent thought. He united ultimate reality and the highest good into one supreme principle or idea which he called the Good, and also God. It was the essence, archetype and origin of all wisdom, goodness and beauty. It communicated itself as intermediary archerypal
ideas to produce all individual things. So that the formative principles of all existence were moral and spiritual. But it had to make all things out of preexisting matter, which is essentially evil, and which therefore was refractory and hostile to the Good. That is why it did not make a perfect world. Plato's system was therefore rent by an irreconcilable
dualism of mind and body, spirit and matter, good and evil. And his mediating ideas could not bridge the gulf, because they belonged only to the side of the ideal. Aristotle was Plato's disciple, and he started from Plato's idealistic presuppositions, but endeavored to transcend his dualism. He thus applied himself to a closer and more accurate study of
actual experience, and added much to the knowledge of the physical world. He organized and classified the methods and contents of knowledge and created the science of logic, which in the Christian Middle Ages became the chief instrument of the great systematic theologians of the church. He tried to bring Plato's ideas "down from heaven," and to
represent them as the creative and formative principles within the world, which he conceived as a system of development, rising by spiritual gradations from the lower to the higher forms, and culminating in God, who is the uncaused cause of all things. But underneath all the forms still remained matter as an antithetical element, and Aristotle rather
concealed than solved the dualism of Plato. Meanwhile, the moral principles of Socrates were being developed with a more directly ethical interest, by the Cyrenaics and Epicureans, into a system of Hedonism, and, by the Cynics and Stoics, into a doctrine of intuitive right and duty, resting inconsistently upon a pantheistic and materialistic view of the
universe. But the spiritual and ethical elements in Stoicism became only second to Platonism in the preparation of the Greek world for Christianity. During the last two and a half centuries BC, Greek philosophy showed signs of rapid decline. On the one hand, Pyrrho and his school propounded a thoroughgoing skepticism which denied the possibility
of all knowledge whatsoever. On the other hand, the older schools, no longer served by creative minds, tended to merge their ideas into a common eclecticism which its teachers reduced into an empty and formal dogmatism. The most fruitful and fateful product of Greek thought in this period was its amalgamation with Jewish and oriental ideas in the
great cosmopolitan centers of the Greek world. There are evidences that this process was going on in the cities of Asia, Syria and Egypt, but the only extensive account of it remaining is found in the works of Philo, the Jewish philosopher of Alexandria (see PHILO, JUDAEUS). He tried to graft Plato's idealism upon Hebrew monotheism. He starts with
Plato's two principles, pure being or God, and preexisting matter. In his endeavor to bridge the gulf between them, he interposed between God and the world the powers of God, goodness and justice; and to gather these into a final unity, he created his conception of the Loges of God. In the formation of this conception, he merged together the
Platonic idea of the good, the Stoic world-reason, and a number of Jewish ideas, the glory, the word, the name, of God, the heavenly man and the great high priest, and personified the whole as the one mediator between God and the world. Christian thought laid hold of this idea, and employed it as its master-category for the interpretation of the
person of Christ. See LOGOS. 3. Philosophy in Old Testament and Judaism: There is no speculative philosophy in the Old Testament nor any certain trace of its influence. Its writers and actors never set themselves to pursue knowledge in the abstract and for its own sake. They always wrought for moral purposes. But moral activity proceeds on the
intellectual presuppositions and interpretations of the experiences within which it acts. Hence, we find in the Old Testament accounts of the origin and course of nature, a philosophy of history and its institutions, and interpretations of men's moral and religious experiences. They all center in God, issue from His sovereign will, and express the
realization of His purpose of righteousness in the world. See GOD. (1) Of Nature: All nature originated in God's creative act (Genesis 2) or word (Genesis 1). In later literature the whole course and order of Nature, its beauty and bounty, as well as its wonders and terrors, are represented as the acts of God's will (Isa 40; 41; 42; 43; 44; 45; Ps 8:19; 29;
50; 65; 68; 104, etc.). But His action in Nature is always subordinated to His moral ends. (2) Of History: Similarly, the course and events of the history of Israel and her neighbors are the acts of Yahweh's will (Amos 1; 2; Isaiah 41:2; 43:3; 45:9,10,14) In the historical books of Samuel and Kings, and still more of Chronicles, all the events of history are
represented as the acts of God's moral government. In a more general way, the whole of history is set forth as a series of covenants that God, of His free grace, made with man (see COVENANT). The Noachic covenant fixed the order of Nature. The covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob accounted for the origin and choice of Israel. The covenants
with Moses and Aaron established the Law and the priesthood, and that with David, the kingship. And the hope of the future lies in the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-35). God's covenants were all acts of His sovereign and gracious will. (3) Post-exilic: In post-exilic times, new experiences, and perhaps new intellectual influences, drove the Jews to
probe deeper into the problem of existence. They adhered to the cardinal principle of He thought, that God's sovereign will, working out His purpose of righteousness, was the first cause of all things (see RIGHTEOUSNESS). But they found it difficult to coordinate this belief with their other ideas, in two ways. Ethical monotheism tended to become an
abstract deism which removed God altogether out of the world. And the catastrophes that befell the nation, in the exile and after, raised the problem of suffering and evil over against God's goodness and righteousness. Therefore in the Wisdom literature we find some conscious speculation on these subjects. See WISDOM. (a) The Book of Job
discusses the problem of evil, and repudiates the idea that life and history are the process of God's rewards and punishments. (b) Ecclesiastes comes to the conclusion that all phenomenal experience is vanity. Yet its ultimate philosophy is not pessimistic, for it finds an abiding reality and hope in the fear of God and in the moral life (12:13,14). The
same type of thought appears in Ecclesiasticus. Both books have been attributed to the circle of the Sadducees. Some would find in them traces of the influence of Epicureanism. (c) In Proverbs a more optimistic side prevails. Wisdom is gathered up into a conception or personification which is at once God's friend, His agent in creation, His vicegerent
in the world, and man's instructress and guide (chapter 8). (d) The teaching of the Pharisees especially reveals the tendency to dualism or deism in later Judaism; they interposed between God and the world various agents of mediation, the law, the word, the name, the glory of God and a host of angels, good and bad. They also fostered a new hope of
the future, under the double form of the Messianic kingdom, and of resurrection and immortality. How far these tendencies were due to the influence of Persian dualism cannot here be considered. (e) Essenism represents another effort to get from the world to God by a crude kind of mysticism and asceticism, combined with an extensive angelology.
(4) Alexandrian: Among the Hellenistic Jews in Alexandria, Aristobulus, the authors of The Wisdom of Solomon and 4 Maccabees, and preeminently Philo, all deal with the two chief problems of Judaism, dualism and evil. But they approach them under the direct influence of Greek thought. The Hebrew idea of wisdom was merged into the Greek
conception of the Logos, and so it becomes the mediator of God's thought and activity in the world. 4. Philosophy in the New Testament: Philosophy appears in the New Testament as intuitive, speculative and eclectic. (1) The Teaching of Jesus Christ: Jesus Christ came to fulfill the law and the prophets, and, out of His filial consciousness of God, He
propounded answers to the practical demands of His time. His doctrine of God the Father was a philosophy of Nature and life which transcended all dualism. In the kingdom of heaven, the good would ultimately prevail over the evil. The law of love expressed the ideal of conduct for man as individual, and in his relation to society and to God, the
supreme and ultimate reality. This teaching was given in the form of revelation, without any trace of speculation. (2) Apostolic Teaching: The apostolic writings built upon the teaching and person of Jesus Christ. Their ruling ideas are the doctrines which He taught and embodied. In Paul and John, they are realized as mystical experiences which are
expressed in doctrines of universal love. But we may also discover in the apostolic writings at least three strands of speculative philosophy. (a) Paul employed arguments from natural theology, similar to those of the Stoics (Acts 14:15-17; 17:22-31; Romans 1:19), which involved the principles of the cosmological and teleological arguments. (b) John
employs the Philonic term "Logos" to interpret the person of Christ in His universal relation to God, man and the world; and the main elements of Philo's scheme are clearly present in his doctrine, though here it is no abstract conception standing between God and man, but a living person uniting both (John 1:1-18). Although the term "Logos" is not
mentioned, in this sense, in Paul or Hebrews, the Philonic conception has been employed by both writers (Romans 5:8; 8:29; 1Corinthians 15:24,25; 2Corinthians 5:18,19; Philippians 2:6; Colossians 1:15-17; 2:9,10; Hebrews 1:1-3,5,6). Paul also expresses his conception of Christ as the manifestation of God under the category of wisdom (1Corinthians
1:20; 2:7; Ephesians 1:8; Colossians 2:3). (c) Both in Paul and He appear original speculations designed to interpret individual experience and human history as they culminate in Christ. Paul's interpretation consists of a series of parallel antitheses, flesh and spirit, sin and righteousness, law and grace, works and faith, Adam and Christ. But the author
of He adopts the Platonic view that the world of history and phenomena is but the shadow or suggestion of the spiritual and eternal reality which lies behind it, and which partially expresses itself through it. (3) Attitude of New Testament Writers toward Philosophy: In the one place in which the term philosophy appears in the New Testament
(Colossians 2:8), it seems to mean "subtle dialectics and profitless speculation .... combined with a mystic cosmogony and angelology" (Lightfoot, at the place), the first beginnings of Gnosticism in the Christian church. Paul warns his readers against it, as he also does the Corinthians against the "wisdom" of the Greeks (1Corinthians 1:19; 2:5,6). A
similar tendency may be in view in the warning to Timothy against false doctrines (1Timothy 1:4; 4:3; 2Timothy 1:14,16). But with the true spirit of philosophy, as the pursuit of truth, and the endeavor to express more fully and clearly the nature of reality, the spirit and work of the New Testament writers were in complete accord. LITERATURE.
Introductions to philosophy by Kulpe, Paulsen, Hoffding, Watson and Mackenzie. Histories of Greek philosophy by Ritter and Preller, Burnet, and Zeller, and of general philosophy by Erdmann, Ueberweg, Windelband and Rogers; E. Caird, The Evolution of Theology in the Greek Philosophies; Hists of the Jews by Schurer, Graetz and Kent; Old
Testament Theologies by Schultz and Davidson; New Testament Theologies by Beyschlag and Weinel; Philo's works and treatises thereon by Dahne, Gfrorer and Drummond; Harnack, What Is Christianity? Bigg, The Christian Platonists of Alexandria; Lightfoot, Colossians. T. Rees Philosophy is the systematic and critical study of fundamental questions
that arise both in everyday life and through the practice of other disciplines. Some of these questions concern the nature ofreality: Is there an external world? What is the relationship between the physical and the mental? Does God exist? Others concern our nature as rational, purposive, and social beings: Do we act freely? Where do our moral
obligations come from? How do we construct just political states? Others concern the nature and extent of our knowledge: What is it to know something rather than merely believe it? Does all of our knowledge come from sensory experience? Are there limits to our knowledge? And still others concern the foundations and implications of other
disciplines: What is a scientific explanation? What sort of knowledge of the world does science provide? Do scientific theories, such as evolutionary theory, or quantum mechanics, compel us to modify our basic philosophical understanding of, and approach to, reality? What makes an object a work of art? Are aesthetic value judgments objective? And
so on. The aim in Philosophy is not to master a body of facts, so much as think clearly and sharply through any set of facts. Towards that end, philosophy students are trained to read critically, analyze and assess arguments, discern hidden assumptions, construct logically tight arguments, and express themselves clearly and precisely in both speech
and writing. Here are descriptions of some of the main areas of philosophy: Epistemology studies questions about knowledge and rational belief. Traditional questions include the following: How can we know that the ordinary physical objects around us are real (as opposed to dreamed, or hallucinated, as in the Matrix)? What are the factors that
determine whether a belief is rational or irrational? What is the difference between knowing something and just believing it? (Part of the answer is that you can have false beliefs, but you can only know things that are true. But thats not the whole answerafter all, you might believe something true on the basis of a lucky guess, and that wouldnt be
knowledge!) Some other questions that have recently been the subject of lively debate in epistemology include: Can two people with exactly the same evidence be completely rational in holding opposite beliefs? Does whether I know something depend on how much practical risk I would face if I believed falsely? Can I rationally maintain confident
beliefs about matters on which I know that others, who are seemingly every bit as intelligent, well-informed, unbiased and diligent as I am, have come to opposite conclusions? Metaphysics is the study of what the world is likeor (some would say) what reality consists in. Metaphysical questions can take several forms. They can be questions about what
exists (questions of ontology); they can be questions what is fundamental (as opposed to derivative); and they can be questions about what is an objective feature of the world (as opposed to a mere consequence the way in which creatures like us happen to interact with that world). Questions that are central to the study of metaphysics include
questions about the nature of objects, persons, time, space, causation, laws of nature, and modality. The rigorous study of these questions has often led metaphysicians to make surprising claims. Plato thought that alongside the observable, concrete world there was a realm of eternal, unchanging abstract entities like Goodness, Beauty, and Justice.
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz claimed that the world was composed of tiny indivisible souls, called monads. Even today contemporary metaphysicians have been known to doubt the existence of ordinary objects, to deny the possibility of free will, and to argue that our world is just one of a plurality of worlds. Logic is the study of the validity of patterns of
inference. Logic is not a branch of psychology: It does not concern how people actually reason or which kinds of reasoning they find intuitively compelling. Rather, logic concerns the question of when a claim is conclusively supported by other claims. For instance, the inference from the claims it is raining and if it is raining then the streets are wet to
the claim the streets are wet is logically valid the premises conclusively support the conclusion. The validity of this specific inference, and of other inferences of the same form, is tied to the nature of the concept if then. More generally, the notion of logical validity is closely connected to the nature of concepts such as and, or, not, if then, all, and
some. In studying the notion of logical validity, logicians have developed symbolic languages. These enable us to state claims clearly and precisely, and to investigate the exact structure of an argument. These languages have turned out to be useful within philosophy and other disciplines, including mathematics and computer science. Some of the
questions about logic studied by members of the philosophy department include: Given that logic is not an empirical science, how can we have knowledge of basic logical truths? What is the connection between logic and rationality? Can mathematics be reduced to logic? Should we revise logic to accommodate vague or imprecise language? Should we
revise logic to answer the liar paradox and other paradoxes concerning truth? Political philosophy is the philosophical study of concepts and values associated with political matters. For one example, is there any moral obligation to do what the law says just because the law says so, and if so on what grounds? Many have said we consent to obey. Did
you consent to obey the laws? Can one consent without realizing it? Are there other grounds for an obligation to obey the law? Another central question is what would count as a just distribution of all the wealth and opportunity that is made possible by living in a political community? Is inequality in wealth or income unjust? Much existing economic
inequality is a result of different talents, different childhood opportunities, different gender, or just different geographical location. What might justify inequalities that are owed simply to bad luck? Some say that inequality can provide incentives to produce or innovate more, which might benefit everyone. Others say that many goods belong to
individuals before the law enters in, and that people may exchange them as they please even if this results in some having more than others. So (a third question), what does it mean for something to be yours, and what makes it yours? The Philosophy of Language is devoted to the study of questions concerned with meaning and communication. Such
questions range from ones that interact closely with linguistic theory to questions that are more akin to those raised in the study of literature. Very large questions include: What is linguistic meaning? How is the meaning of linguistic performances similar to and different from the meanings of, say, gestures or signals? What is the relationship between
language and thought? Is thought more fundamental than language? Or is there some sense in which only creatures that can speak can think? To what extent does the social environment affect the meaning and use of language? Other questions focus on the communicative aspect of language, such as: What is it to understand what someone else has
said? What is it to assert something? How is assertion related to knowledge and belief? And how is it that we can gain knowledge from others through language? Yet other questions focus on specific features of the languages we speak, for example: What is it a name to be a name of a particular thing? What's the relationship between the meanings of
words and the meanings of sentences? Is there an important difference between literal and figurative uses of language? What is metaphor? And how does it work? Ethics is the study of what we ought to do and what sorts of people we ought to be. Ethicists theorize about what makes acts right and wrong and what makes outcomes good and bad, and
also about which motivations and traits of character we should admire and cultivate. Some other questions that ethicists try to answer are closely related to the central ones. They include: What does it mean to act freely? Under what conditions are we responsible for our good and bad acts? Are moral claims true and false, like ordinary descriptive
claims about our world, and if they are what makes them so? The History of Philosophy plays a special role in the study of philosophy. Like every other intellectual discipline, philosophy has of course a history. However, in the case of philosophy an understanding of its history - from its ancient and medieval beginnings through the early modern period
(the 17th and 18th centuries) and into more recent times - forms a vital part of the very enterprise of philosophy, whether in metaphysics and epistemology or in ethics, aesthetics, and political philosophy. To study the great philosophical works of the past is to learn about the origins and presuppositions of many of the problems that occupy philosophy
today. It is also to discover and to come to appreciate different ways of dealing with these problems, different conceptions of what the fundamental problems of philosophy are, and indeed different ways of doing philosophy altogether. And it is also the study of worksfrom Plato and Aristotle, through Kant and Mill and more recent writersthat have
shaped much of Western culture far beyond academic philosophy. Many of the most creative philosophers working today have also written on various topics in the history of philosophy and have found their inspiration in great figures of the past. This question may be understood in two ways: Why would one engage in the particular intellectual
activities that constitute philosophical inquiry? And how might the study of philosophy affect my future career prospects? Philosophy as intellectual activity may have a number of motivations: Intellectual curiosity: philosophy is essentially areflective-critical inquirymotivated by a sense of intellectual wonder. What is the world like? Why is it this way,
rather than another? Who am I? Why am I here? Interest in cultural and intellectual history: as a discipline, philosophy pays a great deal of attention to its history, and to the broader cultural and intellectual context in which this history unfolds. Sharpening thinking skills: the study of philosophy is especially well suited to the development of a variety
of intellectual skills involved in the analysis of concepts, the critique of ideas, the conduct of sound reasoning and argumentation; it is important to emphasize that philosophical inquiry also fosters intellectual creativity (developing new concepts, or new approaches to problems, identifying new problems, and so on). Sharpening writing skills: the
writing of philosophy is especially rigorous Philosophy might affect future career prospects in a number of ways: Some philosophy concentrators go on to graduate school to earn a Ph.D. in philosophy. Most of those become professors of philosophy, which means that their professional lives are devoted to research and teaching in philosophy. A
philosophy concentration is not limiting: in fact, the skills it develops and sharpens are transferable to a wide variety of professional activities. Obvious examples include the application of reasoning and argumentation skills to the practice of law; less obvious examples include the application of analytical and critical skills to journalism, investment
banking, writing, publishing, and so on; even less obvious examples include putting ones philosophical education to work in business entrepreneurship, political and social activism, and even creative arts. Skip to content Peter Worley speaking at the Battle of Ideas 2015 'Can Children Do Philosophy?' Types of questions we explore Who should be in
charge? How should we decide? What is fairness? What is responsibility? What is beauty? Who decides? Are some things absolutely wrong or right, or is it all relative? Is zero a number? What is freedom? Would you like to live forever if you could? Are people of equal value? At its core, philosophy is the study of lifes biggest questionsquestions about
existence, knowledge, morality, values, reason, the mind, and even language itself. Its not just an academic subject buried in dusty books; its a way of thinking, questioning, and exploring what it means to be human.While philosophy can seem overwhelming because of its depth and complexity, it can be broken down into several key branches that
make it easier to navigate:But philosophy isnt just about abstract ideasits woven into the fabric of human history. Philosophy has deep roots stretching back thousands of years. The ancient Greeks are often credited as the pioneers of Western philosophy. Thinkers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle didnt just sit around debating for funthey saw
philosophy as a tool for living a better life.Socrates famously claimed, The unexamined life is not worth living, highlighting how self-reflection and critical thinking were essential for personal growth and understanding. Stoicism grew from Socratic philosophy and many people use the work of the Stoics in a practical way to live better lives.Meanwhile,
in the East, philosophers like Confucius were asking profound questions about ethics, society, and human relationships. For these early thinkers, philosophy wasnt an abstract academic exercise; it was a practical guide to living well.Medieval Philosophy: Bridging Faith and ReasonFast forward to the Middle Ages, and philosophy in Western Europe
became heavily influenced by religion, particularly Christianity.Philosophers like Thomas Aquinas worked tirelessly to bridge the gap between faith and reason, blending classical philosophy with theological ideas. The big question of the time wasnt just What is truth? but How does truth fit with divine revelation?Modern and Contemporary
Philosophy:As history marched into the 19th and 20th centuries, philosophy branched out into new schools of thought. The world was changingscientific discoveries, political revolutions, and social upheavals forced people to rethink everything.Existentialism (with thinkers like Nietzsche and Sartre) explored themes of freedom, meaning, and the
absurdity of life.Pragmatism (championed by William James and John Dewey) focused on the idea that truth is what works in practice.Logical Positivism tried to strip philosophy down to pure logic and empirical science, arguing that anything that couldnt be scientifically verified was meaningless.Today, philosophy is more diverse than ever. Ancient
schools of thought are studied alongside modern theories, with scholars and everyday people alike grappling with questions about ethics, politics, technology, consciousness, and the future of humanity.The Philosophy of Metaphysics:Metaphysics is a field of philosophy concerning the nature of existence and reality. Here, we find questions such
as:What is the nature of the universe?How does our mind interact with our body?What are the fundamental rules of time and space?We look to the discipline of metaphysics, which is frequently credited to the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle, when we have inquiries concerning the laws controlling the cosmos. For Aristotle, metaphysics is the
study is the study of basic principles. In his view, everything in the universe has a purpose and a set of governing principles, all of which can be studied to get a deeper understanding of how it works.In the middle ages, Thomas Aquinas, the Christian theologian, made an attempt to combine metaphysics with religion, proposing that everything in the
universe had a purpose and that this purpose was given by God.More recently, the changes in metaphysics are due to concepts such as dualism, originally put forward by the philosopher Ren Descartes in the 17th century. This is the idea that the mind and body are two separate entities that interact with one another.While the branch of philosophy
continues to shift and ask new questions, it remains an important area of study, allowing those who approach it to find answers to the fundamental questions of nature and reality itself.In summary, metaphysics is a discipline that has shifted over the course of human history to include science, mathematics, chemistry, physics, biology, and logic. It
continues to expand into fields that address questions about the nature of reality, and it continues to help us find answers to some of lifes most difficult questions.The Philosophy of Epistemology:Epistemology is the area of philosophy that tackles knowing and belief. Here we find questions such as What is knowledge? and What is a belief?, or What
can we really know? and How do we develop knowledge?.Socrates was one of historys most famous practitioners of epistemology, and his Socratic method has been used for thousands of years, and still is to this day, to challenge what we think we know and why we think we know it.Socrates was famous for questioning the people of Athens in an
attempt to make them question their beliefs and for the value he gave to knowledge of oneself and careful questioning. To many at the time, this was a nuisance, and he was disliked by some because of it. However to modern day psychology his methods were the groundwork for practices like cognitive behavioural therapy.Further along our historical
timeline, in the middle ages, the Islamic philosopher Al-Ghazali coined the term epistemic justification to explain the process of learning through experience and logic. He maintained that true knowledge must be attained through observation, introspection, and reasoning.Some philosophers proposed that knowledge can only be gained through
sensory experience, and that ideas taught through subjects like metaphysics, if they cannot be felt through the senses, cannot be truly known.In summary, epistemology is the branch of philosophy that makes us think about what we know, why we think we know it, and how we can know it. In practical terms, this can be very useful when reflecting on
limiting beliefs. It allows us to dissolve the foundations of destructive beliefs, if they are not true, and replace them with more realistic and constructive ones.The Philosophy of LOGIC:Logic is the study of the natural world, its processes, and the guiding principles of reasoning and deduction. Here we find questions such as What is a logical argument?
and What reasoning can lead us to a logical conclusion?In ancient Greece, philosophers like Aristotle took some of the first steps toward creating systems of logic, explaining that there are fundamental rules that can lead us to truth and knowledge through reason alone. For example, if children cannot be born without parents, it stands to reason that
every child must have a mother, even if we have never seen them.Aristotle and his contemporaries laid the foundations for the logical systems we use today when creating arguments and using reason to make a point or prove that something must be true. Today, we often use the term critical thinking, but the principles are very similar.Moving into the
20th century, some philosophers proposed that logic is not a set of rules that have objective and unchanging truths. Thinkers like Donald Davidson believed that logic was a system closely linked to how we use language, and that it is simply a tool to help us understand the world around us.Since the days of Aristotle and Socrates, logic has branched
off into a number of different schools of thought, such as formal logic, philosophical logic, and semantics. In our more modern world, were tackling the application of logic in the form of algorithms, mathematics, and machine learning, all of which are shaping the world around us.In summary, the philosophy of logic aims to help us structure the world
around us through systems of reasoning and deduction. There are things we can know to be true simply in knowing a few key pieces of information, and we can use this information to construct arguments in support of our hypotheses and conclusions.The Philosophy of Ethics:Perhaps the most practical of philosophical branches, the philosophy of
ethics addresses morality and questions of how we can live good and just lives. Here we find questions of right and wrong, good and evil, the meaning of human existence, how we can live good and happy lives, and what it means to be a good person.In ancient Greece, a number of schools were developed with the express purpose of finding the best
path to a good and happy life. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and schools like Stoicism all laid the groundwork for our Western view of morality.Plato argues that morality is set in stone, unchanging, and absolute; we just have to learn what these rules are and follow them. Socrates placed more value on the individual pursuit of maral character, and the
premise that to live well and to live a good life, you had to live ethically and morally.The Stoics believed that a good life is realized when one lives with virtue, the four Stoic virtues being:Temperance the ability to moderate our behaviour, delay gratification, and reject altogether behaviour that may be enticing but it ultimately destructive. Essentially
this is self control or discipline.Justice the ability to act for the good of the community and the good of humanity at large.Wisdom the ability to see the world as it is rather than through the lens of our own biases, preconceptions, and expectations about what we believe should be true.Courage is the virtue of facing fear and difficulty with determination
and perseverance. It is not just about physical bravery but also about mental and emotional strength. Courage helps individuals to overcome obstacles and to face difficult situations with resilience and grace.In the past, religions like Christianity have suggested that ethics is less about an internal moral code and more about the strict following of
commandments from God. Thinkers like Thomas Aquinas suggested that that humans are inherently sinful and the journey of life, while following the commandments, is about redemption.More recently, philosophers such as Immanuel Kant put forward an ethical framework grounded in the ideas that morality is driven by reason and logic and that the
chief task in life is developing the ability to moderate ones behaviour so as to align ourselves with reason and steer clear from desire and impulse.The concept of ethics is also seen in modern fields of business and science. Ethics is called upon when considering the right and wrong of cloning human beings, editing human genetics, testing drugs on
animals, moderating aggressive business tactics, and a whole host of other things that raise questions of good and bad.In summary, the philosophical branch of ethics has changed over the years as humanitys need for direction in right and wrong has changed. However, it has consistently been used to help us understand the nature of human morality,
and how we can live a good life for both ourselves and the people around us.Brief summary of ancient Greek philosophy:The ancient Greeks are considered by many to be the grandfathers of modern day philosophy. Stretching from the 6th century BCE all the way up to the 6th century CE, Greek thinkers laid the groundwork for much of the
philosophical ideas we enjoy today, from ethics, politics, metaphysics, and logic.While earlier philosophers such as Thales of Miletus, who is arguably the first Western philosopher, and Pythagoras were influential, there are three names that standout as being the most important figures of the time. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle created much of the
foundation on which Western thinking has been laid, each in their own way.Socrates is known for the way he questioned and inquired about the thoughts of himself and those around him. Through the development of the Socratic method, his philosophy became a practical tool with which a person could examine their own mind and determine the
merit or falsity of everything they believed to be true.Plato is known for his work on forms, and through ideas such as his Allegory of The Cave were left with ways to think about what we see. Whether what we observe is a real thing, or an interpretation based on our preconceptions. Plato also left us with ideas on non-material abstract forms like
morality and justice, suggesting they are just as real as the material substances we can feel and see.Finally, Aristotle, a student of Plato, made significant contributions to the fields of logic, zoology, psychology, ethics, and the sciences. His ideas on sciences followed into medieval study and shaped much of how that period viewed the physical world.
Aristotle is also believed to have been the first philosopher to have studied a system of formal logic.Following the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BCE, the Hellenistic period saw a rise in new schools of thought, each with their own beliefs about how to live a good life and how to view the world and our place within it. The Stoics believed in living
life in alignment with nature, accepting whatever happens, and learning to live with virtue rather than being driven by emotion. The Epicureans believed that the pursuit of pleasure and the avoidance of pain were the paths to a good and happy life. While the Skeptics viewed their responsibility to question the reality they experienced around them
and try to understand it through targeted questioning.How Can We USe Philosophy?:Philosophy as a subject of study is an interesting and rewarding one, but it can also be used as a tool for living a happier, less stressful, more resilient, and more effective life.Through the works of thinkers like Socrates, Aristotle, the Stoics, Epicureans, and Plato, we
can tap into wisdom from more than two thousand years ago and use it to improve the present.Self-Reflection: The ability of philosophy to aid in self-reflection is one of its most significant contributions. Gaining a deeper awareness of oneself, ones values, and ones aspirations can help people make better decisions and lead more fulfilling lives.Making
Judgments: Philosophy can assist people in making better decisions by giving them a framework for considering the moral and ethical ramifications of their choices. A person might, for instance, employ a consequentialist method to analyse the prospective advantages and disadvantages of a decision or a deontological approach to take moral
principles into account.The study of philosophy can be a helpful tool in problem solving. Logic, critical thinking, and rationality are examples of philosophical ideas that can be utilised to examine and solve problems more successfully.Grief, loss, and suffering are just a few examples of the unpleasant situations that philosophy may help people deal
with. People can better comprehend their own emotions and develop a sense of perspective and acceptance by pondering on the nature of these experiences and the human predicament.Living a meaningful life: Philosophical study can assist people in discovering the purpose of their existence. People can better grasp the meaning and significance of
their own lives and acquire a sense of direction and purpose by meditating on the essence of existence. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as
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relationship with Christ seriously. BibleStudyTools.com gives Christians of any age and at any stage the opportunity to read, study, understand, and apply the Bible to their lives. With free devotionals, study guides, helpful articles, and rich personalization functions, visitors to Bible Study Tools will be able to make the most of their Bible study time
and unlock its meaning in their lives in new and vital ways. Search verses using the translation and version you like with over 30 to choose from including New International (NIV), King James (KJV), New American Standard (NASB), The Message, New Living (NLT), Holman Christian Standard (HCSB), English Standard (ESV), and many more versions
of the Holy Bible. Our rich online library includes well known and trusted commentaries including the popular Matthew Henry Commentary, CSB Study Bible, commentaries from Warren Wiersbe, and many more. Other Bible study resources include concordances included Strong's Exhaustive Concordance and Naves Topical Concordance, Bible
dictionaries, encyclopedias, parallel Bible, Hebrew and Greek lexicons, and historical Christian and church books such as Fox's Book of Martyrs. Our Bible verses by topic pages provide Biblical encouragement and wisdom for the trials, situations, and events that we all face as we walk this faith journey. In addition, we offer both Verse of the Day and
Daily Bible Reading Plans by email to help you stay connected to Gods Word daily. A BibleStudyTools PLUS subscription offers visitors the access to exclusive in-depth Bible study articles, commentaries, printable prayer and devotional guides, and personalization features within the Bible such as note-taking, highlighting, and more - all in an ad-free
environment! Learn more about who we are here. By continuing to use this site, you consent to the terms of our cookie policy, which can be found in our Privacy Notice. The major branches form the foundation of philosophical inquiry, each addressing fundamental questions about our existence, knowledge, values, and the world around us, whilst
providing a comprehensive framework for understanding and interpreting the complexities of human life and how we interact with the world and each other. The major branches of philosophy are well-worn pathways exploring the highest conceptual questions of our existence, and include: Metaphysics explores the fundamental nature of reality and
existence. It addresses questions such as: What is the nature of being? What is the universe made of? Are there multiple realities? This branch of philosophy examines concepts like time, space, causality, and the relationship between mind and matter. Epistemology is the study of knowledge. It investigates the nature, origin, and limits of human
knowledge, including the difference between knowledge and belief. Key questions include: What is knowledge? How do we acquire it? Can we truly know anything? Ethics, or moral philosophy, focuses on questions of right and wrong, virtue and vice, and moral responsibility. It explores the principles that govern human conduct and the nature of
moral judgments. Ethical theories include utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics, each offering different perspectives on how to live a good life. Logic is the study of reasoning and argumentation. It provides the tools for analyzing and constructing valid arguments. Logic helps philosophers distinguish between sound reasoning and fallacies,
ensuring that conclusions are drawn based on solid premises. It includes formal logic, symbolic logic, and informal logic. Aesthetics examines the nature of beauty, art, and taste. It addresses questions such as: What is beauty? How do we experience art? What is the role of aesthetics in human life? This branch of philosophy explores the creation and
appreciation of art, the interpretation of artistic works, and the emotional responses they evoke. In addition to the major branches, philosophy provides us with the ability to explore core areas relating to the societal, cultural and scientific structures around us. Some examples include Political Philosophy, which investigates the nature of government,
justice, rights, and the role of individuals within society. It also examines the principles that should govern political institutions and the relationship between citizens and the state. Key topics include democracy, freedom, equality, and justice. Philosophy of Mindexplores the nature of consciousness, mental states, and the relationship between the mind
and the body. An area of philosophy that intersects with psychology, neuroscience, and artificial intelligence, it addresses questions such as: What is consciousness? How do mental processes relate to physical brain functions? Can machines possess minds? Philosophers play an important role in society by tackling big questions and helping us
understand complex issues, especially in new and emerging areas. The area of bioethics, for example, has developed in recent years in response to developments and new technologies in the life sciences industries. Philosophers provide insght into decisions, policies, and ethical standards, analysing the rules that govern the behaviours of citizens,
commercial business, and public bodies. Bioethicists may study medical ethics, for example, to deal with issues related to medical practices, patient rights, and healthcare policies; making sure ethical standards are followed in medical research and practice. Philosophers also look at public policy and law by analyzing justice, rights, and governance.
Their work can help create policies that evenly impact on society as a whole, or provide a framework for studying the ideas underpinning our society, and helping to develop laws and policies around these values. Additionally, philosophers are crucial in education, promoting critical thinking and intellectual curiosity. They teach students to question
assumptions, analyze arguments, and develop clear worldviews. If you are thinking of studying philosophy, or just curious, you might be asking yourself what will it teach me that I can use every day? Philosophy helps develop many in-demand transferable skills, as well as fostering an appreciation for diverse perspectives, personal development and a
growth mindset. Philosophy teaches students to think analytically and critically to question assumptions, evaluate arguments, and develop clear, logical reasoning. Additionally, students learn to approach problems systematically and creatively. This allows them to identify underlying issues, analyze complex situations, and develop innovative
solutions.These skills are essential not only in academic settings but also in everyday decision-making and problem-solving. Learning to explain complex ideas clearly and persuasively, engage in thoughtful debate, and present arguments in a structured and compelling way can improve both written and verbal communication skills. These skills are
relevant to a number of professions, and especially so in those industries with a focus on communication such as law, journalism, and business. Philosophy provides a strong foundation in ethical and moral reasoning, and the skills to explore various ethical theories and apply them to real-world problems. Whilst useful in careers in medicine, law, and
public policy, these abilities also help us gain a deeper understanding of emerging areas such as the ethics of technology, environmental sustainability, and social justice. Studying philosophy develops versatile and adaptable skills that are valuable in many career paths, especially fields like academia, law, business, and government. By learning to
think critically, communicate effectively, and handle complex ethical issues, philosphy graduates develop many skills which can be valuable in many professional settings. Overall, studying philosophy helps undergraduates develop critical thinking, communication, ethical reasoning, and problem-solving skills. It also fosters intellectual curiosity,
personal growth, and adaptability, preparing them for a wide range of careers and a thoughtful, reflective life. For those interested in understanding more about philosophy, and some of the key thinkers such as Bertrand Russell,Jean-Paul Sartre, Immanuel Kant, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Michel Foucault, Mary Midgley and Simone Weil, Routledge
books are both a perfect introduction and ideal for enhancing your understanding and appreciation of this field. The Routledge Classics include seminal works by some of the greatest minds in philosophy, texts which have stood the test of time and continue to influence philosophical thought and discourse. Modern areas are explored in our series of
Why Its OK books, covering modern beliefs and actions, whilst those wanting more information on areas such as ethics, metaphysics, epistemology, political philosophy, and more can find insights and explorations from leading classical and contemporary philosophers. The Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy (REP) is an invaluable resource for
students and academics seeking detailed information on philosophical topics for their studies or research. It includes over 2,800 articles written by experts, covering a vast array of subjects from ancient philosophy to contemporary issues. The REP is regularly updated, ensuring that readers have access to the latest scholarly research and
developments in the field. Exploring these resources can provide a deeper understanding of philosophy and its practical applications in various aspects of life. Whether youre a student, a professional, or simply curious about philosophical questions, Routledges offerings are a great place to start. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium
or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in
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publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Why are we here, and what are our lives for? Why does anything exist, and why does it exist as it does? Is there a right way to spend existence, or are all standards of right and wrong relative?Such questions typically lurk in the background of our day-to-day lives. We may
remember dwelling on them more attentively in childhood for children are lifes most serious philosophers and asking an endless chain of whys after every inadequate explanation an adult offered. But as life and responsibilities began to get in the way, the questions may have started to fadeBut then along comes a book, a song, or a life event that
brings all the questions roaring back: what is life about? What is it all for?And its in this fertile territory that our inner philosophers roam, for philosophy doesnt neglect the seemingly unanswerable, background questions of existence, but wrestles them kicking and screaming into the foreground.Philosophy is essentially about recapturing and
channeling the existential curiosity that comes so naturally in childhood, and formalizing it into a full-blown subject of inquiry.What does philosophy mean?The word philosophy literally means love of wisdom, and this etymology is apt, for as a subject philosophy generally refers to the study of deep, fundamental questions (like those we opened with)
relating to core aspects of the human condition. These questions typically revolve around the nature of existence, knowledge, consciousness, ethics, society, language, and more.Facing up to such questions has been a central part of the intellectual histories of civilizations the world over. Here are some more:What is the fundamental nature of reality?
Why are we here? What happens when we die? What is the relationship between my mind and the world? How and why does consciousness arise? Do we have free will? Why is language meaningful? Whats the right thing to do? What does a just society look like?Philosophical contemplation may not always provide final answers, but it can make it
easier to live authentically in the face of the questions.Beyond the study of such fundamental questions, philosophy can be defined more broadly as an act.To philosophize means adopting a critical stance and using reason to draw logical conclusions. Be it deciding who to vote for or what to have for dinner, whenever we engage in critical thinking
whenever we rationally weigh up arguments we engage in philosophy.The Thinker, by Auguste Rodin, wondering what he should have for dinner...If we philosophize about our everyday concerns long enough, stripping them down to their core, we get closer to the questions that have occupied the great philosophers throughout history.Who should I
vote for? becomes what does a just society look like?; what should I have for dinner? becomes whats the right thing to do?; boredom or feeling unfulfilled can lead to how can I establish meaning? and, if youre not careful, simply staring at patterns of light on a wall can lead to what is the fundamental nature of reality?, or is the world around me even
real? or, more starkly, why does anything exist?Philosophy, then, is the proactive examination of the shifting tectonic plates upon which our thoughts and beliefs are constructed. Its burrowing beyond the surface world of the everyday to question what, how, and why to confront ourselves and reality at their most basic, general levels.As American
philosopher Wilfred Sellars simply puts it:The aim of philosophy is to understand how things in the broadest possible sense of the term hang together in the broadest possible sense of the term.How is philosophy done?Considering such difficult, fuzzy subject matter, we might wonder how philosophers get anything done. How does philosophy make
progress? How do philosophers decide whats accurate and inaccurate?Well, it essentially comes down to thinking hard about thinking, and separating out the sound thinking from the erroneous thinking. As the philosopher Thomas Nagel puts it in his book, What Does It All Mean?:Philosophy is different from science and from mathematics. Unlike
science it doesnt rely on experiments or observation, but only on thought. And unlike mathematics it has no formal methods of proof. It is done just by asking questions, arguing, trying out ideas and thinking of possible arguments against them, and wondering how our concepts really work.The philosopher Simon Blackburn agrees, describing
philosophy in his book Think as conceptual engineering. Just as the engineer studies the structure of material things, so the philosopher through careful and imaginative thinking studies the structure of thought. Blackburn writes:Understanding the structure involves seeing how parts function and how they interconnect. It means knowing what would
happen for better or worse if changes were made. This is what we aim at when we investigate the structures that shape our view of the world. Our concepts or ideas form the mental housing in which we live. We may end up proud of the structures we have built. Or we may believe that they need dismantling and starting afresh.Our ideas and concepts
are the lenses through which we see the world, and as Blackburn puts it, in philosophy the lens is itself the topic of study.How can we think clearly about thinking?In order to separate good thinking from bad thinking, philosophy essentially runs on what philosophers call arguments, i.e. chains of reasoning that support certain conclusions.There are a
whole host of ways in which arguments can be presented and structured. They can be informal, like persuading a friend to go to a certain restaurant, or a politician arguing for a particular policy; or they can be formalized, whereby individual premises are clearly and logically presented to support a specific conclusion.Judging the truth of an argument
usually comes down to two things: the validity of its form, and the soundness of its premises. For example, consider the following formalized argument:Premise 1: All humans are mortal.Premise 2: Simone de Beauvoir is a human.Conclusion: Therefore, Simone de Beauvoir is mortal.This argument is valid in that its form (in this case a syllogism, a type
of deductive reasoning) is of satisfactory structure: the conclusion naturally follows from the premises.Moreover, the argument is sound in that, not only is its form valid, but its premises are both true. If a valid argument has true premises, then its conclusion must be true. The argument above, concluding that Simone de Beauvoir is mortal, is thus an
effective one.The French existentialist philosopher, Simone de Beauvoir (1908 - 1986): a confirmed mortal.Philosophers spend a lot of time analyzing arguments, inspecting them for so-called fallacies i.e. faulty or unsound reasoning.A logical fallacy that politicians are often guilty of, for instance, is a form of ad hominem (Latin for to the person),
whereby the speaker attacks the character or motive of the person making an argument, rather than the premises or structure of the argument itself, in order to undermine the persons conclusion.Given arguments are often cloaked in this kind of persuasive and emotive rhetoric, philosophers must be on guard to get to the core of what someone
putting forward an argument or counterargument is really saying, and to see whether the structure of their argument is valid, or their premises sound.So, philosophy just rests on arguments?Compared to the grand instruments of modern science, the humble arguments of philosophers may not seem a very impressive toolkit. But, when you think
about it, it is upon such deployments of reason that all human knowledge is built.The ability to formulate and respond to rational arguments is arguably among humanitys most powerful intellectual abilities. The ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle, for instance, believed it is our sensitivity to reason that separates us from other animals, famously
describing humanity as the rational animal.Whats more, the philosopher David Chalmers in his book Reality+ suggests general philosophical inquiry is a precursor to the birth of more specialized disciplines: before the creation of any new specific field, philosophical curiosity and probing usually comes first.Isaac Newton, for instance, considered
himself a philosopher, and worked on philosophical questions about space and time. He made considerable progress in answering these questions, and as a result a new science of physics emerged. Chalmers argues something similar happened with economics, sociology, psychology, modern logic, formal semantics, and more: All were founded or
cofounded by philosophers who got clear enough on some central questions to help spin off a new discipline. Chalmers continues:In effect, philosophy is an incubator for other disciplines. When philosophers figure out a method for rigorously addressing a philosophical question, we spin that method off and call it a new field.And, because philosophy
has been so successful over the centuries at spawning new specialized fields, Chalmers notes that whats now left in philosophy is a basket of hard questions that people are still figuring out. Thats why philosophers disagree as much as they do.The 4 core branches of philosophyWhile philosophical inquiry can be (and has been) applied to virtually any
subject, one traditional picture organizes philosophy into four core branches. These are the branches of epistemology (the study of knowledge), metaphysics (the study of reality), value theory (the study of ethics and values), and logic (the study of correct reasoning).The picture can be formulated differently. The branch of value theory, for instance,
could be split into separate branches of aesthetics (the study of beauty) and ethics (the study of morality). Alternatively, instead of branches, topics could be listed as several instances of Philosophy of X, like Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Language, Philosophy of Science, Political Philosophy, and so on.However, the four core branches of
epistemology, metaphysics, value theory, and logic offer a fairly good representation of what philosophers are mostly concerned with. Here are some typical questions that sit within each branch:1. Epistemology, the study of knowledge: What is knowledge? What makes knowledge possible? Are we born with innate knowledge, or is knowledge only
acquired through sensory experience? Is the world around us real, i.e. is perception reality? Are our experiences of the world trustworthy? Is the potential of human knowledge unlimited? Or is it curtailed by our sensory apparatus and brainpower? (To learn more about these questions, view our epistemology reading list).Can we ever know for certain
if the world we perceive is actually reality, rather than, say, a computer simulation? This question has both an epistemological element (i.e. what we can know), and a metaphysical element (i.e. what the fundamental nature of reality is).2. Metaphysics, the study of reality: What is the fundamental nature of reality? What is time? What is space? Is there
a God? Do numbers exist? What makes a person a person? What is causation, and can there be such a thing as a first cause? Do we have free will? Why is reality like it is? What is consciousness? What does it mean for something to exist? Why does anything exist? (To learn more about these questions, view our metaphysics reading list, as well as our
explainer on what metaphysics is).3. Value Theory, the study of ethics and values: What is good? What is bad? Is it ever permissible to tell a lie, to steal something, to intentionally hurt or even kill someone? If not, why not? Whats the right thing to do, and what makes it right? What do we owe to each other as humans? What do we owe to non-human
life? Whats the justification for any moral belief, and where do morals come from? What is beauty? Is it in the eye of the beholder, or are there objective standards for aesthetic quality? (To learn more about the questions on ethics, view our ethics and morality reading list).4. Logic, the study of correct reasoning: How do you prove that a model of logic
is correct? How do you prove that a logical proof is correct? How did nature produce logic? Is logical reasoning the best kind of reasoning everywhere in the universe? Can language be reduced to logic, and is the language of logic coherent? (To learn more about how logic relates to language, view our philosophy of language reading list).Who does
philosophy?As weve seen, the concerns of philosophy are both deep and wide-ranging. There may be some areas that interest you, there may be others you find a little dry* (*cough, logic, cough).Either way, philosophers have been studying the difficult questions mentioned above for thousands of years. The ancient Greek philosophers Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle are the major foundational figures of so-called Western philosophy so much so that, as the 20th-century philosopher Alfred North Whitehead once noted, the safest general characterization of the European philosophical tradition is that it consists merely as a series of footnotes to Plato.Ancient Greek philosophers Plato (left) and Aristotle
(right): foundational figures in Western thought.Eastern philosophy, meanwhile, includes the traditions of thinkers from China, India, Japan, Persia, and more; while African philosophy comprises the long and storied tradition of philosophy on the African continent.The various traditions of philosophy have different styles, and within the traditions there
are myriad branches and movements, making any kind of categorization very limited in its usefulness.The key point is that anyone who thinks hard about the human condition, anyone who seeks to increase the accuracy of their thinking, anyone curious about why we are here and what our lives are for any such person can be said to be doing
philosophy. And some people throughout history have been especially brilliant at doing it, and have thus been raised to the status of great philosophers.From the aforementioned ancient Greeks Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, as well as the Stoics and ancient Chinese philosophers like Laozi and Confucius, to the great North African philosopher Saint
Augustine, and the birth of modern Western philosophy with Ren Descartes; from the famous Enlightenment thinkers of John Locke, George Berkeley, David Hume, and Immanuel Kant, through to Friedrich Nietzsche, and the subsequent existentialism of the 20th century spearheaded by Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir; and from the post-
war moral and political insights of thinkers like Hannah Arendt, to modern figures like Daniel Dennett tackling consciousness and Al there are too many philosophical greats to mention here. But what they all have in common is that they had and have profoundly original and insightful things to say about some of humanitys deepest shared problems:
they offer timeless wisdom we could all seriously benefit from digesting.For, indeed, there is comfort in the thought that people from all over the globe, at all points in human history, have grappled with the very same questions and shared the same bewilderment with existence as we do today. Why are we here? What are our lives for? How can we
know anything about the world? Though their roots are ancient, the problems of philosophy are as alive and nourishing as ever before.Continue learningIf youre interested in learning more about philosophy, check out our follow-up piece, Why Is Philosophy Important Today, and How Can It Improve Your Life?, as well as our bite-size Lifes Big
Questions course, which distills the great philosophers answers to some of lifes most difficult and enduring questions: Why does anything exist? Is perception reality? What is consciousness? Do we have free will? How should we spend our lives?Learn more and enroll in our Lifes Big Questions course today, and by this time next week, youll
understand philosophys best answers to these questions, have clarity on exactly which topics interest you, and know the best further reading for continuing your philosophical journey. Art MediaPrint Collector/Hulton Fine Art Collection/Getty Images There was a time when many of the subjects now taught in school were all part of a very broad area
called philosophy. Physics, chemistry, biology, astronomy, sociology, government, psychology, mathematics, logic, ethics, music, and more were all considered proper subjects for attention by philosophers. As recently as the early 19th century, natural philosopher was a term for a student of any of the sciences. Specialists in ethics were called moral
philosophers. As late as the 1850s it was common to hear Bunsen burners and other laboratory tools called philosophical instruments.The word philosophy itself is from Greek words meaning love of wisdom. But it really means serious thought about the most basic questions that human beings can ponderquestions such as: What is the true nature of
the universe? What is human nature really like, and what are a human beings moral responsibilities? Of what is matter composed? What are the qualities of truth, goodness, and beauty? It is true that many subjects that once belonged to philosophysuch as physics, chemistry, and psychologyhave broken off to become independent disciplines. This has
not, however, left philosophy with no material with which to work. There are certain basic issues that have belonged to philosophy from the beginning and that are still its major concerns. These include the nature of the universe, the possibility of knowledge, the correct use of reason, the standards of justice, and the qualities of beauty. These
problems are the subject matter of the five branches of philosophymetaphysics, epistemology, logic, ethics, and aesthetics.The name of the branch of philosophy known as metaphysics was coined almost accidentally. Metaphysics, a Greek word meaning what comes after physics, was the title given to a book written by Aristotle after he had completed
his book Physics. Whereas Physics deals with the observable world and its laws, Metaphysics is concerned with the principles, structures, and meanings that underlie all observable reality. It is the investigation, by means of pure speculation, of the nature of beingof the cause, substance, and purpose of everything. Metaphysics asks: What are space
and time? What is a thing and how does it differ from an idea? Are humans free to decide their fate? Is there a first cause, or God, that has made everything and put it in motion?Because the answers to such questions cannot be arrived at by observation, experience, or experiment, they must be products of the reasoning mind. Such matters are very
close, in fact, to the province of religion, and in Asia the answers to these questions are normally put in a strictly religious framework. In much modern Western philosophy, metaphysics has been dismissed as pointless speculation that can never achieve positive results. Nevertheless, metaphysics has many defenders who still explore notions put
forward by Plato and Aristotle.Theories concerning the nature, origin, and limits of human knowledge make up the branch of philosophy called epistemology. The word epistemology is derived from the Greek episteme, meaning knowledge, and logos, which has several meanings, including theory. Basically epistemology tries to arrive at a knowledge
of knowledge itself. It is also a speculative branch of philosophy and tries to answer such questions as: Is the world as people perceive it the basic reality, or do people perceive only appearances (or phenomena) that conceal basic reality? What are the boundaries between reason and knowledge, on the one hand, and what some thinkers call the
illusions deriving from metaphysics? What is the basis for knowledge? Is it observation, experience, intuition, or inspiration? Or is there some other basis?’Knowledge may be regarded as having two parts. There is, first of all, what one sees, hears, touches, tastes, and smells. Next there is the way these perceptions are organized by the mind to form
ideas or concepts. The problem of epistemology is based on how philosophers have understood the relationship of the mind to the rest of reality.For the average person, common sense says that there is a real world of perceivable objects. These objects can be analyzed and understood with a high degree of accuracy. Philosophers have not been able to
let the matter rest there.Plato taught that the real world consists of universal, unchanging entities called forms. The forms are accessible not to the senses but to the mind alone. The world that people actually see is based on the forms, but it is less real because it is always changing. Therefore Plato believed that people attain knowledge only by
transcending sense experience in order to discover the unchanging forms through the mind.Opponents of Plato have claimed that the forms were nothing more than names people have attached to the objects they perceive. Names of individual objects and of classes of objects are merely ways of organizing perceptions into knowledge. Thus people see
one animal they decide to call cat. All similar animals are called cats, and a whole category of animals is thereby named without any reference to eternal ideas or forms.Fine Art ImagesHeritage Images/age fotostockSome 18th-century British philosophers, the empiricists, made a sharp division between the mind and everything else. The most radical
of these teachers, David Hume, carried this division to its logical conclusion and declared that it was impossible to prove the existence of a real world. Everything known, he said, depends on perception, but perception can never get any evidence outside itself to verify anything. Real knowledge, in his eyes, became completely impossible to achieve.



Photos.com/Getty Images Immanuel Kant met the challenge posed by Hume by saying there was a real world. Its underlying nature cannot be knownonly the appearances of everything (which he called phenomena) can be perceived. Humans, however, impose a form of reality on the world by the way they organize their thoughts about it. They thus
impose an order on their world through categories created by the mind.From Plato to Kant and beyond, these are some of the ways that the complex issue of epistemology has been addressed. When the conclusions of nuclear physicists are taken into accountespecially their studies on atomic particlesthe problem of the reality of the material world
and how much can be known about it is compounded.Logic is the study of reasoning. It deals with argumentsacts of reasoning in which certain statements, called premises, are put forth to support another statement, the conclusion. A logician analyzes the premises to see how they relate to one another and to determine if they lead to the
conclusion.An argument can be deductive or inductive. In a deductive argument, the premises are intended to provide definitive support for the conclusion. A common type of deductive argument is the syllogism, a form discussed by Aristotle in his Prior Analytics. A syllogism consists of two premises and a conclusion, as in: Every Greek is human; no
human is immortal; therefore, no Greek is immortal. This argument is said to be valid because the conclusion must be true if the premises are true. In contrast, the syllogism Some animal is a dog; some dog is white; therefore, every animal is white is invalid because the premises are true but the conclusion is false. A deductive argument is valid only if
it will never lead from true premises to a false conclusion.In an inductive argument, the premises are intended to support the conclusion but to a lesser degree. Whereas valid deductive arguments guarantee the truth of their conclusions, good inductive arguments guarantee only that, if the premises are true, the conclusion is probable, or likely to be
true. For example, from the fact that one hears the sound of piano music, one may infer that someone is playing a piano. But although this conclusion may be likely, it is not certain, since the sounds could have been produced by an electronic synthesizer. Thus, it is possible in an inductive argument for the premises to be true while the conclusion is
false.The branch of philosophy known as ethics is concerned with human behavior, morality, and responsibilities of people to each other and to society. Because ethics plays such a large part in the way people live, it has always been a subject of great interest. Some thinkers have asserted that there are definite, knowable standards for human
behavior. Others deny this and say that decisions should be based mostly on the situation in which one finds oneself. They are relativiststhey say ethical decisions are related to specific circumstances.This branch of philosophy is very close to religion. A large part of the Bible, for instance, is made up of wisdom literature, which is chiefly ethics with a
religious foundation. On the basis of ethics, Aristotle developed his Politics. He moved from explaining how individuals could have a good life to how a good society should be built. Can Balcioglu/Shutterstock.comThe field of aesthetics deals with the nature of beauty, the arts, and taste (or appreciation). The term aesthetics is derived from the Greek
word meaning sense perception. The basic question for aesthetics is: How do humans judge what is beautiful? Is it a reasoned assessment, or is it merely an emotional preference?Furthermore, do aesthetic judgments have any relationship to moral or scientific judgments? In conclusion then, aesthetics seeks to lay foundations for criticism in the arts,
or it tries to show that such foundations are impossible.Approaches to philosophy other than dividing it into five areas may be taken. It is possible to divide philosophy into two types: speculative and practical. Speculative is from the Latin verb meaning to look at. Basically it means to ponder a subject and arrive at conclusions. Metaphysics,
epistemology, and aesthetics are speculative approaches to philosophy. Their conclusions can never be verified. Logic is an attempt to guide thinking, and as such it is a tool of speculative philosophy.Ethics, however, is often called practical philosophy. It attempts to arrive at guidelines for behavior based on what is the best outcome for individuals or
for society. It seeks to present a workable approach to conduct and mutual obligations. It also seeks to answer the questions, What is happiness? and What is a good life?If ethics is practical philosophy, it is reasonable to assume that politics and economics fall into the same category. It is possible to form idealistic theories about both, but they are so
closely identified with human behavior that their practical nature is always in the foreground. What really works becomes more significant than what someone says should work.There is still another way to look at the work of philosophers. Some have been system builders. They have sought to analyze everything and fit all their ideas into one
comprehensive way of understanding the world. They want answers to every question. Examples of such thinkers include Thomas Aquinas, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, and Karl Marx. They created essentially closed systems of thought.Other philosophers have taken the opposite approach, analyzing every separate piece of evidence and trying to
explain it on its own terms. This was the direction taken by Aristotle, David Hume, and Bertrand Russell, among others.Western philosophy has ancient, medieval, and modern eras. The ancient era includes the work of Greek and Roman thinkers, some of whom were influenced by ideas developed much earlier in Egypt and Mesopotamia. During the
ancient era Greek philosophy was the most creative. The Romans derived most of their thought from it and built upon it, but they did not add much that was new. The period of Greek philosophy falls into three parts: the pre-Socratics; the work of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle; and the schools that followed these three giants.Medieval philosophy,
though it made much use of Plato and Aristotle, was most heavily influenced by Christianity. It began about the 4th century with St. Augustine and ended in the 15th century.Modern philosophy represents in most respects a break with thought dominated by Christianity. This fact, coupled with the great increase in scientific investigation, aided the
breakup of philosophy into the many different subjects that are taught in schools today. The Renaissance, the rise of humanism, and the Enlightenment laid the foundation for the way philosophy has developed since 1500.The time is the 6th century bc. There are no telescopes, no microscopes (not even a magnifying glass), no laboratory equipment at
all. Without these modern advantages, Greeks from Asia Minor and other areas attempted to explain the nature of the universe and life on Earth. These men were basically metaphysicians, who were looking for the reality behind all appearances.Wellcome Library no. 9127i The story begins with Thales of Miletus, a shrewd and intelligent
mathematician who lived in the late 7th and early 6th centuries bc. He attempted to give an explanation of the world that does not depend on gods or mythologybut only on natural causes. He decided that everything originated in water, on the basis of finding sea fossils inland far from the Mediterranean Sea. Water, therefore, is the fundamental
building block of matter.Courtesy of the Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Trier, Ger.Thales was succeeded in the 6th century bc by Anaximander and Anaximenes, both of Miletus. Anaximander explained the world as originating in conflicts between contraries, such as hot and cold and wet and dry. The cold partly dried up, leaving Earth and its water. The
hot turned some water into mist and air, while the remainder ascended to form fiery rings in the heavens. Holes in the rings are the sun, moon, and stars.Anaximenes declared that air is the source of all matter. His major contribution, however, was stating that nothing can be created from nothing. Matter, force, and energy are indestructible. These
ideas later reappeared in physics in the laws of the conservation of matter and energy.Photos.com/ThinkstockPythagoras, also of the 6th century bc, thought that number is the basis of reality because the forms and relations of things can all be explained numerically. Heracletus (late 6th century bc) argued that the basic characteristic of the universe
is change. Permanence is only an appearance. Parmenides (5th century) said permanence is real and change only an illusion.Wellcome Library no. 2730iAll of the above-named early philosophers sought to explain everything in terms of one basic quality. They were called monists, from the Greek word for one. Later philosophers sought explanations in
plurality. Empedocles (mid-5th century bc) believed that there are four basic elements: earth, air, fire, and water. Anaxagoras (also 5th century bc) taught that everything is made of infinitely small particles. Democritus and Leucippus carried this idea further by teaching that all matter is made up of atomsnot the atoms of todays physicists but similar
tiny, indivisible units. The ideas of Democritus and Leucippus were of critical significance for the later development of physics, though they were generally discarded at the time. The Roman philosopher Lucretius based his work on them in On the Nature of Things.Late in the 5th century bc a group of teachers called Sophists appeared. They were
teachers of practical wisdom who took money for their lessons. The first was Protagoras (died 410 bc). His statement, Man is the measure of all things, indicates the Sophist view that the real world is the one people live in and see. The earlier real worlds of metaphysicians are, he said, pointless speculation. The Sophists were the first skeptics. They
cast doubt on the merits of speculation and said learning to live and succeed in the real world is the point of philosophy.Courtesy of the Soprintendenza alle Antichita della Campania, NaplesThe classical period of Greek philosophy lasted from about 430 to 320 bc. The first great philosopher was Socrates. He challenged the Sophists by saying it is
possible to learn absolute virtue and attain truth. He sought universal principles by pursuing the clear, common meaning of terms, and he raised some of the basic questions of knowledge and ethics. He did this by question-and-answer conversations, now called the Socratic method. The teaching of Socrates rested on two basic assumptions: a person
is never to do wrong, either directly or indirectly, and no one who knows what is right will act contrary to it.Staatliche Museen zu BerlinPreussischer KulturbesitzPlato was Socrates foremost pupil and recorder of many of his conversations. His Dialogues, even in translation, are some of the most interesting reading in Western literature. He developed
a many-sided philosophy that includes a theory of knowledge, a theory of human conduct, a theory of the state, and a theory of the universe. He said there is a world of sense experience that is always changing. There is also a world of unchanging forms, which is the only true reality. His world of forms resembles a blueprint after which the objects of
the physical world are fashioned. So profound has the influence of Plato been on human thought that the 20th-century philosopher Alfred North Whitehead said that all philosophy is but a footnote to Plato. PanosKarapanagiotisiStockphoto/Getty Images Aristotle was Platos most famous pupil, though he departed from his masters teaching on many
points. His writings on nature make him the worlds first real scientist, though his conclusions have long been superseded. His contributions are so great that he stands alongside Plato as one of the greatest thinkers of the ancient world. He said, in contrast to Plato, that the material world is real and not an imitation of eternal forms. He taught that
individual things combine form and matter in ways that determine how they grow and change. Aristotle was also the founder of formal logic.Philosophy after Aristotle to about ad 100 was concerned mainly with ethics. Epicurus regarded reality as a random arrangement of atoms and decreed that pleasure is the chief goal of life. The Stoics, led by
Zeno, believed that the universe is ordered and rational. The principle of Zenos thought is to live in accordance with nature. He based his ideas on the teachings of Socrates. Humans, he said, must discipline themselves to accept their place in the world. There is a great deal of fatalism in the Stoic position. The Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius was a
leading Stoic, who explained the philosophy clearly in his Meditations. Another well-known Stoic was Epictetus. He left no writings, but his teachings were recorded and passed down in Discourses by his pupil Arrian.Another notable school of thought that appeared in the late 4th and early 3rd centuries bc is skepticism. Founded by Pyrrho of Elis, it
asserts that humans cannot know anything for certain. No one can ever be sure that what is perceived by the senses is real or only an illusion. The skeptical view did not make much headway at the time, but it endured to reach new heights in the work of David Hume in the 18th century. It is one of the most radical positions taken in epistemology.
AISAEverett/Shutterstock.comThe Roman statesman Cicero introduced Greek philosophy to Rome, but his works show little that was new except in his political books. The so-called pagan philosophy based in Athens came to an end when the schools of Athens were closed by the emperor Justinian in ad 529. Its teachers survived for a while elsewhere,
but with diminished influence.During the early Christian era there were a number of philosophers called Neoplatonists because their basic ideas were derived from Plato. Their point of view also includes ideas derived from Aristotle and the Stoics. The most prominent Neoplatonist was Plotinus, who used his teachings to combat Christianity. He
published nothing, but his notes were published as Enneads by his disciple Porphyry. He taught that the highest reality is the good (or God) and the lowest level of reality is the material world. By his time the influence of Aristotle had almost disappeared, not to be revived for centuries. Platos thought became dominant, even among Christian
writers.Christianity became the dominant religion of the Roman Empire early in the 4th century. For the next 1,000 years it dominated philosophy and tolerated little opposition. The chief philosophers were churchmen, especially teachers of theology. Platonism and some elements of Neoplatonism were absorbed and used by Christian teachers and
blended with biblical doctrine. Early Christian philosophy begins with Augustine of Hippo and includes Boethius, the Fathers of the Church, Anselm of Canterbury, Bernard of Clairvaux, and Peter Abelard. With the rediscovery of Aristotle, largely through the writings of Muslim philosophers in the 12th century, his influence became dominant for a
time in western Europe and reached its pinnacle in the teachings of Thomas Aquinas.Photos.com/Getty Images Augustine identified the eternal ideas of Plato with truths that come from God. This divine world of truth is encountered by turning the mind toward Gods revelation. Augustine taught that the immortality of the human soul can be proved by
its possession of eternal truths.Boethius was a major channel of Platonist philosophy to the Middle Ages. In The Consolation of Philosophy he teaches that the eternal ideas are inborn ideas that people remember from the previous existence of the soul.Alinari/Art Resource, New YorkBetween Augustine and Aquinas the pivotal character in philosophy
was Anselm. He used both faith and reason to arrive at truth. He is most remembered for his proofs of the existence of God, derived from Neoplatonist philosophy. Bernard of Clairvaux was suspicious of building faith on philosophical concepts. He developed a doctrine of mystical love as the path to truth. Abelard constructed a question-and-answer
method for teaching theology, published in his book Sic et Non (Yes and No). His main interest was in logic. In contrast to Plato, he taught that the material world is real. Universal ideas are only names or mental concepts. This position, called nominalism, had great influence in sidetracking Platonism from its dominant position in philosophy.Wellcome
Collection CC BY 4.0 (image no. axvxwx8s)During the 12th century a revolution took place that completely changed the course of Western philosophy. The writings of Aristotle were translated into Latin and were studied by churchmen for the first time. The translations gave teachers access to his scientific works and to his logical method of argument.
Many of these Latin translations are based on earlier Arabic translations and commentaries by such Muslim writers as Avicenna and Averros. The Metaphysics of Aristotle was especially influential in turning philosophers away from Plato. The scientific writings prompted research into the natural world by such men as Roger Bacon. Photos.com/Getty
Images Medieval theologians who sought to reconcile the doctrines of Christianity with the rational explanations of the world given by Aristotle were called Schoolmen, or Scholastics, because they were university teachers. Their philosophy is called Scholasticism. This merging of Aristotle with doctrine culminated in the writings of Thomas Aquinas,
one of the great system builders in the history of philosophy. His major work is Summa Theologica (Summary of Doctrine), a question-and-answer approach to teaching that has never been equaled. He posed questions, stated objections, and then presented replies to every objection. Aquinas attempted to settle the conflict between faith and reason by
showing that reason should deal with the facts of nature, but that supernatural truths of revelation must be accepted by faith. He said that some truths, such as the existence of God, are both revealed and provable by reason. Opposition to his teachings came from John Duns Scotus, William of Ockham, and others.Opposition to Aquinas was
condemned by the Roman Catholic church, but it persisted. By the 14th century there was a revival of Platonism and Neoplatonism in writers such as Meister Eckehart and Nicholas of Cusa. Aristotelianism lost its vitality, but its impact had been made. While theology persisted with Platonic ideas, the natural sciences and other research continued the
path Aristotle had pioneered. Soon even it was overtaken by a period of invention and discovery that pushed medieval philosophy and other studies aside.From 1500 philosophy took so many twists and turns that it cannot be defined by any one approach. The ideas of Plato, Aristotle, and others still had to be dealt with but mostly for their relation to
practical thinking. Metaphysics still had its advocates, as it does today, but many schools of thought denied its validity. After 1500 philosophy found itself in a world characterized by the growth of cities, the appearance of new inventions, the refusal to accept God or the supernatural as explanations for reality, the invention of printing to spread ideas,
the emergence of a new economic system called capitalism, the voyages of discovery to the New World, the Reformation that split Western Christendom, and a great fascination with the natural world and human abilities to exploit and understand it.During the Renaissance a preoccupation with mathematics and natural science began that endured for
two centuries. In the Enlightenment era of the 17th and 18th centuries, attention turned to the nature of the human mind and its abilities to master the natural world. The two main philosophical points of view were empiricism and rationalism.Courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, LondonEmpiricism holds that all knowledge comes from, and must
be tested by, sense experience. Early in the modern period Francis Bacon of England was the leading voice of empiricism. An ardent advocate of the new learning of the Renaissance, Bacon believed that knowledge cannot be based on accepted authorities but must begin with experience and proceed by induction to general principles.Statens Museum
for Kunst (National Gallery of Denmark); www.smk.dk (Public domain) Photos.com/Getty Images Rationalism regards reason as the ultimate source of human knowledge. Modern rationalism originated in the work of the Frenchman Ren Descartes. From the statement, I think, therefore I am, Descartes proceeded deductively to build a system in which
God and mind belong to one order of reality and nature to another. He saw nature as a mechanism that can be explained mathematically, while God is pure spirit. The reconciliation of these two orders of reality in a new metaphysics occupied many other philosophers, including Nicolas de Malebranche, Baruch Spinoza, and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz.
Everett Historical/Shutterstock.comCourtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, LondonWhile rationalism was taking hold on the Continent, empiricism underwent new developments in the British Isles. The leading empiricists were Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, George Berkeley, and David Humeall of whom made distinctive contributions to
epistemology. They were mainly concerned with how the mind can know.Locke, for example, stated that the senses are the ultimate source of ideas. Thus, all mental operations result from combining perceptions into concepts. Hume carried empiricism to its ultimate conclusion in his radical skepticism, contending that there is no justification for
assuming the reality of either a material or spiritual world. No reality beyond perception can ever be proved.Near the end of the Enlightenment appeared the work of Immanuel Kant, the greatest philosopher of the modern period. He tried to bridge the gap between rationalism and empiricism. It was Humes uncompromising skepticism that awoke
Kant from his philosophical slumbers and led him to launch a brilliant attack on it in his Critique of Pure Reason. In it he deals with reason and its potential and limits. In Critique of Practical Reason he examines ethics, and in Critique of Judgment he explores the minds role in aesthetics. With Kants death in 1804, the Enlightenment ended.The
decades of the 19th century were dominated by many differing currents of thought. Among the influences on philosophy of this period was the Romantic movement, which was a revolt against reason in favor of feeling. The economic inequities of the Industrial Revolution and a series of revolts against European monarchies in 1848 gave rise to
philosophies of social reform. Another important influence was the great surge in biological science following the publication of work by Charles Darwin on the theory of evolution. Photos.com/Getty ImagesRomanticism influenced the German school of idealism, which dominated the early 19th century. The work of the idealistsprimarily Johann
Gottlieb Fichte, Friedrich Schelling, and Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegelreflected the influence of Kant. For the idealists, the primary task of philosophy was understanding the self, self-consciousness, and the spiritual universe. Hegel was the giant of 19th-century thought and the first great system builder since Thomas Aquinas. He formulated a logic
that he believed accounts for evolution in nature, history, and human thought. Idealism for Hegel meant that the finite world is a reflection of mind, which alone is truly real. His ideas, and the powerful reactions to them, still carry great weight in philosophical circles.H. Roger-ViolletIn contrast to the absolute idealists in Germany, French and English
philosophers kept the empirical and scientific tradition alive. In France Auguste Comte founded the philosophy called positivism, which rejects pure speculation as a form of self-indulgence and says that assertions must be subject to verification. Comte attempted to apply the methods of the natural sciences to the discovery of social laws. The English
philosopher John Stuart Mill, influenced by positivism, carried on the empiricist tradition in England. He reaffirmed Humes belief that it is possible to apply the methods of physical science to moral and social phenomena.Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (Neg. Co. LC-USZ62-76491)Mill also made his mark in the areas of ethics and political
philosophy. He built on the philosophy of Jeremy Bentham, which was called utilitarianism. It holds that legislation and the actions of individuals are right to the extent that they promote the greatest happiness of the greatest number of people.Photos.com/JupiterimagesA radical counterbalance to Mills liberal ideas was provided by the German
philosopher, political economist, and revolutionary Karl Marx. He believed that all of history is the struggle between an exploiting minority and an exploited majority. He called for the violent overthrow of the existing social order and the creation of a just and democratically managed socialist society.Courtesy of the Warden and Fellows of Merton
College, Oxford; photograph, Thomas-PhotosIn the late 19th century some English philosophers revived German idealism and became critics of empiricism. Hegels influence was especially strong in the writings of Thomas Hill Green and Francis Herbert Bradley. In the United States Josiah Royce advanced similar views.National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Office of NOAA Corps OperationsThe principal contribution to American philosophy in the 19th century, however, grew from a strong reaction against idealism. Pragmatism, first formulated by the scientist and logician Charles Sanders Peirce, held that the usefulness, workability, and practicality of ideas, policies, and
proposals are the criteria of their merit. William James extended pragmatism to include a theory of truth: a proposition is true if it fulfills its purpose.Courtesy of the Royal Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, CopenhagenThe one feature that gave the philosophy of the 19th century its unique flavor was the discovery of the irrational. Influenced by
Romanticism, irrationalism stressed instinct, feeling, and will over reason. In Denmark the Christian philosopher Sren Kierkegaard attacked the ideas of Hegel, insisting that reality cannot be fully comprehended by reason because human existence is always involved in choices that are absurd from a rational viewpoint. He conceived of each person as
a unique human being and that all people are responsible for their own development and free to direct their own lives.This implies that ones existence creates ones essence, not vice versathereby turning upside down the whole history of metaphysics. People become what they will be; they are not determined from birth by a nature that determines it
for them. The movement that Kierkegaard inspiredcalled existentialismwould become a dominant force in 20th-century thought.Archiv fr Kunst und Geschichte, BerlinPhotos.com/Getty ImagesThe two other chief proponents of irrationalism were Arthur Schopenhauer and Friedrich Nietzsche of Germany. A contemporary of Kierkegaard,
Schopenhauer held that all human behavior is ruled not by reason but by a strong, unfathomable will. He contradicted Hegel by asserting that the irrational is the truly real. Nietzsche, a disciple of Schopenhauer, viewed moral codes as myths, lies, and frauds created to mask forces operating beneath the surface to influence thought and behavior. For
him, God is dead and man is free to formulate new values. Together the irrationalists provided a new conception of human nature, viewing the mind not as open to rational thought but as dark, obscure, hidden, and deep.Since the middle of the 20th century most well-known philosophers have been associated with universities. They have tended to use
a technical vocabulary and to deal with specialized problems, and they write for one another rather than for a popular readership. This professionalism has sharpened the differences between schools of philosophy, and it has made the task of defining philosophy more difficult. Indeed, there is today a total lack of consensus on the nature and purpose
of philosophy. The main 20th-century schools included logical empiricism, linguistic analysis, phenomenology, and existentialism. In the socialist world Marxism was dominant.Archiv fr Kunst und Geschichte, BerlinBefore defining these schools it is necessary to mention three philosophers who defy easy classification: Henri Bergson of France, Alfred
North Whitehead of England, and John Dewey of the United States. Principally a metaphysician, Bergson, in his great treatise Creative Evolution, said that the mind is capable of two different types of knowing. The first is the method of analysis, which is the means used in the sciences. The other is intuition, by which people are able to know their
deepest selves and the profound truths of reality.Hulton Archive/Getty ImagesWhitehead was a mathematician as well as philosopher. Metaphysics, or speculative philosophy, was his main interest. He said it was the task of philosophy to frame a coherent, logical, necessary system of general ideas in terms of which every element of our experience
can be interpreted.Underwood & Underwood, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (negative no. LC-USZ62-51525)Deweys writings encompass ethics, metaphysics, education, and scientific method. He thought the experimental methods of modern science provided the most promising approach to social and ethical as well as scientific problems. As
a pragmatist he said philosophy should be geared to meeting human needs. For Dewey, the ideal society was one that provided the conditions for ever enlarging the experience of all its members.Courtesy of the British Broadcasting Corporation, LondonLogical empiricism was inspired by David Hume and was originated after 1900 by Bertrand Russell
(assisted by Whitehead), Rudolf Carnap in Germany, and Ludwig Wittgenstein in Austria. They all insisted that philosophy must be scientific and grounded in mathematical logic. This purpose was stated by Wittgenstein in his Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (1921): The object of philosophy is the logical clarification of thoughts. Philosophy is not a
theory but an activity....The result of philosophy is to make propositions clear. Thus, all metaphysics becomes meaningless. All statements have meaning only if they can be verified. As for what cannot be verified (religion, for instance), Wittgenstein concluded in his book: Whereon we cannot speak, thereon must we be silent.Later in life Wittgenstein
became skeptical of the logical foundations of mathematics and science. In his Philosophical Investigations he turned toward a critical examination of ordinary languagehow people commonly express themselves through language. The school that emerged from his work is called linguistic analysis. This school believes that language itself should be the
object of philosophical investigation. Traditional problems in philosophy can be solved if language is rid of its obscurities and confusion. Other philosophers in this school were Gilbert Ryle, John Langshaw Austin, Susanne K. Langer, and Willard Van Orman Quine.Archiv fr Kunst und Geschichte, BerlinOn the European continent Edmund Husserl
originated the branch of philosophy called phenomenology. His premise was that it is possible to examine the world without any preconceived notions about causes or underlying structures. By carefully exploring all the data available to conscious experience, it is possible to arrive at an explanation of essential structures of all phenomena. Phenomena
are the realities perceived by the senses. The word itself means appearances and suggests that there is an unperceived reality behind them. Phenomenology, in other words, is a new approach to constructing metaphysics.Gisele FreundThe other chief Continental philosophy during the first half of the 20th century was existentialism. Rooted in the
writings of Sren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche, existentialism was concerned with two major themes: the analysis of human existence and the centrality of human choice. As a philosophy of human existence, existentialism was best expressed in the work of the German philosopher Karl Jaspers. The chief representative of existentialism as a
philosophy of human decision was Jean-Paul Sartre of France. Sartre found the essence of human existence in freedomin the duty of self-determination and the freedom of choice.After World War II the main theme of Continental philosophy was the rejection of metaphysics and reason. Since ancient times the goal of metaphysics had been to discern
the ultimate nature of reality. Many postwar European philosophers came to believe that metaphysics was obsolete and that it did not provide a path to absolute truth. Using complex analyses of language and its meanings, they questioned the very foundation of all Western philosophy and science. The French philosopher Michel Foucault even went so
far as to argue that man itself was an artificial idea. Whereas Sartre had stressed the dignity of human existence, Foucault declared that man is only a recent invention[that] will disappear again as soon as our knowledge has discovered a new form.In the late 20th and early 21st centuries ideas about the task of philosophy continued to evolve. Some
thinkers, taking part in a conversation that reaches back to the ancients, continued to speculate on fundamental questions of reality, truth, and morality. Others applied philosophy to current issues, such as those raised by developments in science and technology. The field of bioethics, for example, considered the conduct and results of research in the
life sciences, especially in controversial areas such as abortion, cloning, and stem cell research. The study of epistemologythe nature and limits of knowledgewas increasingly taken up by scientists, with important contributions by researchers in neuroscience, psychology, computer science, and artificial intelligence.Arieti, J.A. Philosophy in the Ancient
World (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005).Cahn, S.M., ed. Classics of Western Philosophy, 7th ed. (Hackett, 2006).Copleston, F.C. Medieval Philosophy (Dover, 2001).Cronk, George, ed. Readings in Philosophy: Eastern and Western Sources (Hayden McNeil, 2001).Emmanuel, S.M., and Goold, Patrick, eds. Modern Philosophy, from Descartes to Nietzsche
(Blackwell, 2002).Hakim, A.B. Historical Introduction to Philosophy, 5th ed. (Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2006).Kelly, Eugene. The Basics of Western Philosophy (Greenwood, 2004).Kenny, Anthony. A Brief History of Western Philosophy (Blackwell, 2006).Kolak, Daniel, and Thomson, Garrett. The Longman Standard History of Ancient Philosophy
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categoriesEstablishmentsDisestablishmentsWorks categoryWorksvte1740 in various calendarsGregorian calendar1740MDCCXLAb urbe condita2493Armenian calendarl189 Assyrian calendar6490Balinese saka calendar16611662Bengali calendar11461147Berber calendar2690British Regnal year13Geo.214Geo.2Buddhist calendar2284Burmese
calendar1102Byzantine calendar72487249Chinese calendar (EarthGoat)4437 or 4230to (MetalMonkey)4438 or 4231Coptic calendar14561457Discordian calendar2906Ethiopian calendar17321733Hebrew calendar55005501Hindu calendars- Vikram Samvat17961797- Shaka Samvat16611662- Kali Yuga48404841Holocene calendar11740Igbo
calendar740741Iranian calendar11181119Islamic calendarl11521153]Japanese calendarGenbun 5()Javanese calendar16641665Julian calendarGregorian minus 11 daysKorean calendar4073Minguo calendarl72 before ROC172Nanakshahi calendar272Thai solar calendar22822283Tibetan calendar(female Earth-Goat)1866 or 1485 or 713to(male Iron-
Monkey)1867 or 1486 or 714Wikimedia Commons has media related to 1740.1740 (MDCCXL) was a leap year starting on Friday of the Gregorian calendarand a leap year starting on Tuesday of the Julian calendar, the 1740th year of the Common Era (CE) and Anno Domini (AD) designations, the 740th year of the 2ndmillennium, the 40th year of the
18thcentury, and the 1st year of the 1740s decade. As of the start of 1740, the Gregorian calendar was 11 days ahead of the Julian calendar, which remained in localized use until 1923. Calendar year January 8 All 237 crewmen on the Dutch East India Company ship Rooswijk are drowned when the vessel strikes the shoals of Goodwin Sands, off of the
coast of England, as it is beginning its second voyage to the Indies. The wreckage is discovered more than 250 years later, in 2004.[1]February 20 The North Carolina General Assembly incorporates the town of Newton as Wilmington, North Carolina, named for Spencer Compton, 1st Earl of Wilmington and patron of Royal Governor Gabriel
Johnston.March 16 King Edward of the Miskito Indians signs a treaty making his kingdom, located on the coast of modern-day Nicaragua, a protectorate of Great Britain.[2]March 25 Construction begins on Bethesda Orphanage for boys near Savannah, Georgia, founded by George Whitefield.April 8 War of the Austrian Succession: The Royal Navy
captures the Spanish ship of the line Princesa off Cape Finisterre and takes her into British service.May 31 Frederick II becomes King in Prussia upon the death of his father, Frederick William I.June 1 Plantation Act 1740 or Naturalization Act 1740 of the Parliament of Great Britain comes into effect providing for Protestant alien immigrants
(including Huguenots, and also Jews) residing in the American colonies for 7 years to receive British nationality.June 16 Pour le Mrite first awarded in Prussia as a military honour.June 26 War of Jenkins' Ear: Siege of Fort Mose A Spanish column of 300 regular troops, free Black militia and Indian auxiliaries storms Britain's strategically crucial
position of Fort Mose, Florida.July 7 Adam Smith sets out from Scotland to take up a scholarship at Balliol College, Oxford.[3]July 11 Pogrom: Jews are expelled from Little Russia.August 1 The song Rule, Britannia! is first performed at Cliveden, the country home of Frederick, Prince of Wales, in England.[4]August 17 Pope Benedict XIV succeeds Pope
Clement XII, as the 247th pope.September 8 Hertford College, Oxford, England, is founded for the first time.[5]October 922 Batavia Massacre: Troops of the Dutch East India Company massacre 5,00010,000 Chinese Indonesians in Batavia.[6]October 20 Maria Theresa inherits the hereditary dominions of the Habsburg monarchy (Austria, Bohemia,
Hungary and modern-day Belgium) under the terms of the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 on the death of her father, Charles VI. Her succession to the Holy Roman Empire is contested widely because she is a woman, but she will reign for 40 years.November 6 Samuel Richardson's popular and influential epistolary novel, Pamela; or, Virtue Rewarded, is
published anonymously in London.November 14 The University of Pennsylvania is officially established.December 16 Frederick II of Prussia invades the Habsburg possession of Silesia, starting the War of the Austrian Succession.Enfield, North Carolina, is founded.Spain begins construction on Fort Matanzas in the Matanzas Inlet, approximately 15
miles (24km) south of St. Augustine, Florida.The fairy-tale Beauty and the Beast by French novelist Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve was published.February 4 Carl Michael Bellman, Swedish poet, composer (d. 1795)February 15 Juan Andrs, Spanish Jesuit (d. 1817)February 16 Giambattista Bodoni, Italian publisher and engraver (d.
1813)February 17 John Sullivan, American General in the American Revolutionary War, delegate in the Continental Congress (d. 1795)March Johann van Beethoven, German musician, father of Ludwig van Beethoven (d. 1792)March 16 Johann Jacob Schweppe, German-born inventor, founder of the Schweppes Company (d. 1821)April 7 Haym
Salomon, Polish-Jewish American financier of the American Revolution (d. 1785)April 14 Anna Strong, Patriot spy during the American Revolutionary War (d. 1812)May 7 Nikolai Arkharov, Russian police chief (d. 1814)Marquis de SadeJune 2 Marquis de Sade, French author, for whom sadism is named (d. 1814)June 24 Juan Ignacio Molina, Spanish-
Chilean Jesuit priest, naturalist, historian, translator, geographer, botanist, ornithologist and linguist (d. 1829)June 27 James Woodforde, English clergyman and diarist (d. 1803)July 27 Jeanne Bar, French explorer (d. 1803)August 23 Emperor Ivan VI of Russia (d. 1764)August 26 Joseph-Michel Montgolfier, French inventor (d. 1810)September 12
Johann Heinrich Jung, German writer (d. 1817)September 23 Empress Go-Sakuramachi of Japan (d. 1813)September 25 Hercules Mulligan, tailor and spy during the American Revolutionary War (d. 1825)October 29 James Boswell, Scottish author (d. 1795)October 31 Philip James de Loutherbourg, English artist (d. 1812)December Elisabeth Olin,
Swedish opera singer (d. 1828)Ali Pasha of Ioannina, Albanian ruler (d. 1822)Margaret Bingham, Countess of Lucan, born Margaret Smith, English portrait miniature painter and writer (d. 1814)[7]John Milton, American politician and officer of the Continental Army (d. 1817) (earliest estimated date of birth)Septimanie d'Egmont, French salonist (d.
1773)Pope Clement XIIFrederick William I, King in PrussiaSaint Theophilus of CorteCharles VI, Holy Roman EmperorAnna, Empress of RussiaJanuary Louise lisabeth de Joybert, politically active Canadian governors' wife (b. 1673)January 5 Antonio Lotti, Italian composer (b. 1667)January 17 Matthias Buchinger, German artist (b. 1674)January 20
Niccol Comneno Papadopoli, Italian jurist of religious law and historian (b. 1655)January 21 Nicholas Trott, colonial magistrate, South Carolina Chief Justice (b. 1663)January 27 Louis Henri, Duke of Bourbon, Prime Minister of France (b. 1692)January 29 Richard Lumley, 2nd Earl of Scarbrough (b. 1686)February 6 Pope Clement XII (b. 1652)
[8]February 23 Massimiliano Soldani Benzi, Italian artist (b. 1656)February 29 Pietro Ottoboni, Italian cardinal (b. 1667)March 23 Olof Rudbeck the Younger, Swedish scientist and explorer (b. 1660)April 28 Bajirao I, Great Maratha warrior and Prime Minister of Marartha Empire (b.1700)April 23 Thomas Tickell, English writer (b. 1685)May 17 Jean
Cavalier, French Protestant rebel leader (b. 1681)May 31 Frederick William I, King in Prussia (b. 1688)June 1 Samuel Werenfels, Swiss theologian (b. 1657)June 6 Alexander Spotswood, British governor of Virginia Colony (b. 1676)June 17Theophilus of Corte, Italian Roman Catholic priest, preacher and missionary, canonized (b. 1676)William
Wyndham, English politician (b. 1687)June 18 Piers Butler, 3rd Viscount Galmoye, Anglo-Irish nobleman (b. 1652)July 2 Thomas Baker, English antiquarian (b. 1656)October 5 Johann Philipp Baratier, German scholar (b. 1721)October 11 Princess Magdalena Augusta of Anhalt-Zerbst, Duchess of Saxe-Gotha-Altenburg (b. 1679)October 20 Charles VI,
Holy Roman Emperor (b. 1685)October 28 Anna, Empress of Russia (b. 1693)December 1 John Abernethy, Irish Protestant minister (b. 1680)December 20 Richard Boyle, 2nd Viscount Shannon, British military officer and statesman (b. 1675)December 30 John Senex, English geographer (b. ca. 1678)[9]™ Wendy van Duivenvoorde, Dutch East India
Company Shipbuilding: The Archaeological Study of Batavia and Other Seventeenth-Century VOC Ships (Texas A&M University Press, 2015) p145”™ "Mosquito Coast", in Historical Dictionary of the British Empire, ed. by Kenneth J. Panton (Rowman & Littlefield, 2015) p384~ "On this day in 1740..." Adam Smith Institute. July 7, 2010. Retrieved
November 19, 2019.” Williams, Hywel (2005). Cassell's Chronology of World History. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson. p.308. ISBN0-304-35730-8.”~ Hamilton, Sidney Graves (1903). Hertford College. University of Oxford college histories. London: Robinson.” "Image: Bird's eye view of Batavia showing the massacre of the Chinese". Archived from the
original on September 21, 2009. Retrieved November 12, 2006.” This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain:Stephen, Leslie, ed. (1886). "Bingham, Margaret". Dictionary of National Biography. Vol.5. London: Smith, Elder & Co. ™ "Clement XII | pope". Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved April 22, 2021.”~ "The Historical
Theater in the Year 400 AD, in Which Both Romans and Barbarians Resided Side by Side in the Eastern Part of the Roman Empire". World Digital Library. 1725. Retrieved July 27, 2013.Retrieved from " 30ne hundred years, from 1601 to
1700Millennia2ndmillenniumCenturies16thcenturyl7thcenturyl8thcenturyTimelines16thcenturyl7thcenturyl8thcenturyState leaders16thcenturyl7thcenturyl8thcenturyDecades1600s1610s1620s1630s1640s1650s1660s1670s1680s1690sCategories:Births Deaths Establishments DisestablishmentsvteThe 17th century lasted from January 1, 1601
(represented by the Roman numerals MDCI), to December 31, 1700 (MDCC).It falls into the early modern period of Europe and in that continent (whose impact on the world was increasing) was characterized by the Baroque cultural movement, the latter part of the Spanish Golden Age, the Dutch Golden Age,[1] the French Grand Sicle dominated by
Louis XIV, the Scientific Revolution, the world's first public company and megacorporation known as the Dutch East India Company, and according to some historians, the General Crisis.From the mid-17th century, European politics were increasingly dominated by the Kingdom of France of Louis XIV, where royal power was solidified domestically in
the civil war of the Fronde. The semi-feudal territorial French nobility was weakened and subjugated to the power of an absolute monarchy through the reinvention of the Palace of Versailles from a hunting lodge to a gilded prison, in which a greatly expanded royal court could be more easily kept under surveillance. With domestic peace assured,
Louis XIV caused the borders of France to be expanded. It was during this century that the English monarch became increasingly involved in conflicts with the Parliament - this would culminate in the English civil war and an end to the dominance of the English monarchy.A scene on the ice, Dutch Republic, first half of the 17th centuryBy the end of
the century, Europeans were masters of logarithms, electricity, the telescope and microscope, calculus, universal gravitation, Newton's Laws of Motion, air pressure, and calculating machines due to the work of the first scientists of the Scientific Revolution, including Galileo Galilei, Johannes Kepler, Ren Descartes, Pierre Fermat, Blaise Pascal,
Robert Boyle, Christiaan Huygens, Antonie van Leeuwenhoek, Robert Hooke, Isaac Newton, and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. It was also a period of development of culture in general (especially theater, music, visual arts and philosophy). Some of the greatest inventions took place in this century.It was during this period that the European colonization
of the Americas began in earnest, including the exploitation of the silver deposits, which resulted in bouts of inflation as wealth was drawn into Europe.[2] Also during this period, there would be a more intense European presence in Southeast Asia and East Asia (such as the colonization of Taiwan). These foreign elements would contribute to a
revolution in Ayutthaya. The Mataram Sultanate and the Aceh Sultanate would be the major powers of the region, especially during the first half of the century.[2]In the Islamic world, the gunpowder empires the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal grew in strength as well. The southern half of India would see the decline of the Deccan Sultanates and
extinction of the Vijayanagara Empire. The Dutch would colonize Ceylon and endure hostilities with Kandy. The end of the 17th century saw the first major surrender of Ottoman territory in Europe when the Treaty of Karlowitz ceded most of Hungary to the Habsburgs in 1699.In Japan, Tokugawa leyasu established the Tokugawa shogunate at the
beginning of the century, beginning the Edo period; the isolationist Sakoku policy began in the 1630s and lasted until the 19th century. In China, the collapsing Ming dynasty was challenged by a series of conquests led by the Manchu warlord Nurhaci, which were consolidated by his son Hong Taiji and finally consummated by his grandson, the
Shunzhi Emperor, founder of the Qing dynasty.[3] Qing China spent decades of this century with economic problems (results of civil wars between the Qing and former Ming dynasty loyalists), only recovering well at the end of the century.The greatest military conflicts of the century were the Thirty Years' War,[4] DutchPortuguese War,[5] the Great
Turkish War, the Nine Years' War, MughalSafavid Wars, and the Qing annexation of the Ming.For a chronological guide, see Timeline of the 17th century.Main articles: 1600s, 1610s, 1620s, 1630s, and 1640sPersian Ambassador during his entry into Krakw for the wedding ceremonies of King Sigismund III of Poland in 1605.1601: 4th Spanish
Armada; in the Battle of Kinsale, England defeats Irish and Spanish forces, driving the Gaelic aristocracy out of Ireland and destroying the Gaelic clan system.16011603: The Russian famine of 16011603 kills perhaps one-third of Russia.[6]1602: Matteo Ricci produces the Map of the Myriad Countries of the World (, Kny Wngu Qunt), a world map that
will be used throughout East Asia for centuries.1602: The Dutch East India Company (VOC) is established by merging competing Dutch trading companies.[7] Its success contributes to the Dutch Golden Age.1603: Elizabeth I of England dies and is succeeded by her cousin King James VI of Scotland, uniting the crowns of Scotland and England.1603:
Tokugawa leyasu takes the title of shgun, establishing the Tokugawa shogunate. This begins the Edo period, which will last until 1868.1603: In Nagasaki, the Portuguese Jesuit missionary Joo Rodrigues publishes Nippo Jisho, the first dictionary of Japanese to a European (Portuguese) language.1605: The King of Gowa, a Makassarese kingdom in
South Sulawesi, converts to Islam.Tsar Michael I of Russia reigned 1613164516051627: The reign of Mughal emperor Jahangir after the death of emperor Akbar.1606: The Long Turkish War between the Ottoman Empire and Austria is ended with the Peace of ZsitvatorokAustria abandons Transylvania.1606: Treaty of Vienna ends an anti-Habsburg
uprising in Royal Hungary.1606: Willem Janszoon captained the first recorded European landing on the Australian continent, sailing from Bantam, Java, in the Duyfken.1607: Flight of the Earls (the fleeing of most of the native Gaelic aristocracy) occurs from County Donegal in the west of Ulster in Ireland.1607: Iskandar Muda becomes the Sultan of
Aceh for 30 years. He will launch a series of naval conquests that will transform Aceh into a great power in the western Malay Archipelago.1610: The PolishLithuanian Commonwealth army defeats combined RussianSwedish forces at the Battle of Klushino and conquers Moscow.1610: King Henry IV of France is assassinated by Franois Ravaillac.1611:
The Pontifical and Royal University of Santo Tomas, the oldest existing university in Asia, is established by the Dominican Order in Manila[8]1611: The first publication of the King James Bible.1612: The first Cotswold Olympic Games, an annual public celebration of games and sports begins in the Cotswolds, England.1613: The Time of Troubles in
Russia ends with the establishment of the House of Romanov, which rules until 1917.16131617: PolishLithuanian Commonwealth is invaded by the Tatars dozens of times.[9]James I of England and VI of Scotland ruled in the first quarter of the 17th century1613: The Dutch East India Company is forced to evacuate Gresik due to the Mataram siege in
neighboring Surabaya. The dutch negotiates with Mataram and is allowed to set up a trading post in Jepara.16141615: The Siege of Osaka (last major threat to Tokugawa shogunate) ends.1616: The last remaining Moriscos (Moors who had nominally converted to Christianity) in Spain are expelled.1616: English poet and playwright William
Shakespeare dies.1618: The Defenestration of Prague.1618: The Bohemian Revolt precipitates the Thirty Years' War, which devastates Europe in the years 161848.1618: The Manchus start invading China. Their conquest eventually topples the Ming dynasty.1619: European slaving reaches America when the first Africans are brought to the present-
day United States.1619: The Dutch East India Company storm Jayakarta and withstand a months-long siege by the combined English, Bantenese and Jayakartan forces. They are relieved by Jan Pieterszoon Coen and a fleet of ships from Ambon. The dutch destroys Jayakarta and builds its new headquarters, Batavia, on top of it.16201621:
PolishOttoman War over Moldavia.1620: Bethlen Gabor allies with the Ottomans and an invasion of Moldavia takes place. The Polish suffer a disaster at Cecora on the River Prut.1620: The Mayflower sets sail from Plymouth, England to what became the Plymouth Colony in New England.The 1622 massacre was instrumental in causing English
colonists to view all natives as enemies1621: The Battle of Chocim: Poles and Cossacks under Jan Karol Chodkiewicz defeat the Ottomans.1622: Jamestown massacre: Algonquian natives kill 347 English settlers outside Jamestown, Virginia (approximately one-third of the colony's population)[10][11] and burn the Henricus settlement.16241642: As
chief minister, Cardinal Richelieu centralises power in France.1626: St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican completed.1627: Aurochs go extinct.[12]16281629: Sultan Agung of Mataram launches a failed campaign to conquer Dutch Batavia.1629: Abbas I, the Safavids king, died.1629: Cardinal Richelieu allies with Swedish Protestant forces in the Thirty
Years' War to counter Ferdinand II's expansion.1630: Birth of Shivaji at Shivneri fort, in present day Maharashtra, India, who later founded Maratha Empire in year 1674.[13]1631: Mount Vesuvius erupts.1632: Battle of Ltzen, death of king of Sweden Gustav II Adolf.Battle of Nrdlingen (1634). The Catholic Imperial army, bolstered by professional
Habsburg Spanish troops won a great victory in the battle over the combined Protestant armies of Sweden and their German allies1632: Taj Mahal building work started in Agra, India.1633: Galileo Galilei arrives in Rome for his trial before the Inquisition.16331639: Japan transforms into "locked country".1634: Battle of Nrdlingen results in Catholic
victory.1636: Harvard University is founded in Cambridge, Massachusetts.1637: Shimabara Rebellion of Japanese Christians, rnin and peasants against Edo.1637: The first opera house, Teatro San Cassiano, opens in Venice.1637: Qing dynasty attacked the Joseon dynasty.1639: Naval Battle of the Downs Republic of the United Provinces fleet
decisively defeats a Spanish fleet in English waters.1639: Disagreements between the Farnese and Barberini Pope Urban VIII escalate into the Wars of Castro and last until 1649.16391651: Wars of the Three Kingdoms, civil wars throughout Scotland, Ireland, and England.16401668: The Portuguese Restoration War led to the end of the Iberian
Union.The inauguration of the Royal Academy of Turku in 1640.1641: The Irish Rebellion, by Irish Catholics who wanted an end to discrimination, greater self-governance, and reverse ownership of the plantations of Ireland.1641: Ren Descartes publishes Meditationes de prima philosophia Meditations on First Philosophy.1642: Beginning of English
Civil War, conflict will end in 1649 with the execution of King Charles I, the abolition of the monarchy and the establishment of the supremacy of Parliament over the king.1643: L'incoronazione di Poppea, Monterverdil644: The Manchu conquer China ending the Ming dynasty. The subsequent Qing dynasty rules until 1912.16441674: The Mauritanian
Thirty-Year War.16451669: Ottoman war with Venice. The Ottomans invade Crete and capture Canea.16471652: The Great Plague of Seville.1648: The Peace of Westphalia ends the Thirty Years' War and the Eighty Years' War and marks the ends of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire as major European powers.Map of Europe in 1648 at the end of the
Thirty Years' War16481653: Fronde civil war in France.16481657: The Khmelnytsky Uprising a Cossack rebellion in Ukraine which turned into a Ukrainian war of liberation from Poland.16481667: The Deluge wars leave PolishLithuanian Commonwealth in ruins.16481669: The Ottomans capture Crete from the Venetians after the Siege of
Candia.1649: King Charles I is executed for high treason, the first and only English king to be subjected to legal proceedings in a High Court of Justice and put to death.16491653: The Cromwellian conquest of Ireland.Main articles: 1650s, 1660s, 1670s, 1680s, 1690s, and 1700sThe Night Watch or The Militia Company of Captain Frans Banning Cocq,
1642. Oil on canvas; on display at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam1651: English Civil War ends with the Parliamentarian victory at the Battle of Worcester.16561661: Mehmed Kprl is Grand Vizier.16551661: The Northern Wars cement Sweden's rise as a Great Power.1657: Sambhaji, the second King of Maratha Empire and eldest son of King Shivaji
was born at Purandar Fort on 14 May.[citation needed]1658: After his father Shah Jahan completes the Taj Mahal, his son Aurangzeb deposes him as ruler of the Mughal Empire.1659: King Shivaji killed Adil Shahi dynasty's general Afzal Khan at Pratapgad fort on 9 November.[14]1660: The Commonwealth of England ends and the monarchy is
brought back during the English Restoration.1660: The Royal Society is founded.1660: The Bruneian Civil War begins1661: The reign of the Kangxi Emperor of China begins.1663: Ottoman war against Habsburg Hungary.1664: The Battle of St. Gotthard: count Raimondo Montecuccoli defeats the Ottomans. The Peace of Vasvar intended to keep the
peace for 20 years.1665: Maratha King Shivaji signed the Treaty of Purandar with Mughal general Jai Singh I after Battle of Purandar.[citation needed]1665: Robert Hooke discovers cells using a microscope.1665: Portugal defeats the Kongo Empire at the Battle of Mbwila.Taj Mahal, completed by 1653 and commissioned by Shah Jahan, one of the
Wonders of the World16651667: The Second Anglo-Dutch War fought between England and the United Provinces.1666: The Great Fire of London.1666: Shivaji visited Aurangzeb at Agra Fort and forced him into house arrest. Shivaji later escaped and returned to the Maratha kingdom.[citation needed]1667: The Raid on the Medway during the Second
Anglo-Dutch War.16671668: The War of Devolution: France invades the Netherlands. The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1668) brings this to a halt.16671699: The Great Turkish War halts the Ottoman Empire's expansion into Europe.16721673: Ottoman campaign to help the Ukrainian Cossacks. John Sobieski defeats the Ottomans at the second battle of
Khotyn (1673).16721674: The Third Anglo-Dutch War fought between England and the United Provinces16721676: PolishOttoman War.French invasion of the Netherlands, which Louis XIV initiated in 1672, starting the Franco-Dutch War16721678: Franco-Dutch War.1673: The Bruneian Civil War ends with Muhiyiddin winning the war.1674: Shivaji
founded the Maratha Empire and crowned himself as first Chatrapati of the empire.16761681: Russia and the Ottoman Empire commence the Russo-Turkish Wars.1678: The Treaty of Nijmegen ends various interconnected wars among France, the Dutch Republic, Spain, Brandenburg, Sweden, Denmark, the Prince-Bishopric of Mnster, and the Holy
Roman Empire.Claiming Louisiana for France in 16821680: The Pueblo Revolt drives the Spanish out of New Mexico until 1692.1680: Prince Sambhaji crowned himself as the second Chatrapati of Maratha Empire 20 July.[citation needed]1682: French explorer Robert La Salle claims all the land east of the Mississippi River.[15]1683: China conquers
the Kingdom of Tungning and annexes Taiwan.1683: The Ottoman Empire is defeated in the second Siege of Vienna.16831699: The Great Turkish War leads to the conquest of most of Ottoman Hungary by the Habsburgs.1687: Isaac Newton publishes Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica.1688: The Siege of Derry, the first major event in the
Williamite War in Ireland.1688: Siamese revolution of 1688 ousted French influence and virtually severed all ties with the West until the 19th century.16881689: The Glorious Revolution starts with the Dutch Republic invading England, England becomes a constitutional monarchy.16881691: The War of the Two Kings in Ireland.16881697: The Grand
Alliance sought to stop French expansion during the Nine Years' War.1689: The Battle of Killiecrankie is fought between Jacobite and Williamite forces in Highland Perthshire.1689: The Karposh rebellion is crushed in present-day North Macedonia, Skopje is retaken by the Ottoman Turks. Karposh is killed, and the rebels are defeated.The Battle of
Vienna (1683) marked the historic end of the expansion of the Ottoman Empire into Europe1689: Bill of Rights gains royal consent.1689: John Locke publishes Two Treatises of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration.1690: The Battle of the Boyne in Ireland.1692: Port Royal in Jamaica is struck by an earthquake and a tsunami. Approximately
2,000 people die and 2,300 are injured.16921694: Famine in France Kills two million.[16]1693: College of William & Mary is founded in Williamsburg, Virginia, by a royal charter.1694: The Bank of England is established.1695: The Mughal Empire nearly bans the East India Company in response to pirate Henry Every's capture of the trading ship Ganj-
i-Sawai.16961697: Famine in Finland wipes out almost one-third of the population.[17]16971699: Grand Embassy of Peter the Great to Western Europe.1699: Thomas Savery demonstrates his first steam engine to the Royal Society.Catholic general Albrecht von Wallenstein (15831634), supreme commander of the armies of the Imperial Army during
the Thirty Years WarJan Pieterszoon Coen (15871629), the founder of Batavia, was an officer of the Dutch East India Company (VOC), holding two terms as its Governor-General of the Dutch East IndiesRen Descartes (15961650) with Queen Christina of Sweden (16261689)Cardinal Mazarin (16021661), who served as the chief minister to the kings of
France Louis XIII and Louis XIVMughal Emperor Aurangzeb (16181707), who ruled over almost the entire Indian subcontinent for a period of 49 yearsChhatrapati Shivaji (16301680) founder of Maratha Empire is widely regarded as one of the greatest Hindu rulersKangxi Emperor (16611722) one of the most influential emperors of the Qing
dynastyShgun Tokugawa Ieyasu was the founder of Japan's final shogunate, which lasted well into the 19th century See also: Timeline of historic inventions 17th centuryMajor changes in philosophy and science take place, often characterized as the Scientific Revolution.Banknotes reintroduced in Europe.Ice cream.Tea and coffee become popular in
Europe.Central Banking in France and modern Finance by Scottish economist John Law.Minarets, Jam Mosque of Isfahan, Isfahan, Persia (Iran), are built.1604: Supernova SN 1604 is observed in the Milky Way.1605: Johannes Kepler starts investigating elliptical orbits of planets.1605: Johann Carolus of Germany publishes the 'Relation’, the first
newspaper.1608: Refracting telescopes first appear. Dutch spectacle-maker Hans Lippershey tries to obtain a patent on one, spreading word of the invention.1610: The Orion Nebula is identified by Nicolas-Claude Fabri de Peiresc of France.1610: Galileo Galilei and Simon Marius observe Jupiter's Galilean moons.1611: King James Bible or 'Authorized
Version' first published.1612: The first flintlock musket likely created for Louis XIII of France by gunsmith Marin Bourgeois.1614: John Napier introduces the logarithm to simplify calculations.1616: Niccol Zucchi describes experiments with a bronze parabolic mirror trying to make a reflecting telescope.1620: Cornelis Drebbel, funded by James I of
England, builds the first 'submarine' made of wood and greased leather.1623: The third English dictionary, English Dictionarie, is published by Henry Cockeram, listing difficult words with definitions.1628: William Harvey publishes and elucidates his earlier discovery of the circulatory system.1637: Dutch Bible published.1637: Teatro San Cassiano,
the first public opera house, opened in Venice.1637: Pierre de Fermat formulates his so-called Last Theorem, unsolved until 1995.1637: Although Chinese naval mines were earlier described in the 14th century Huolongjing, the Tian Gong Kai Wu book of Ming dynasty scholar Song Yingxing describes naval mines wrapped in a lacquer bag and ignited
by an ambusher pulling a rip cord on the nearby shore that triggers a steel-wheel flint mechanism.1642: Blaise Pascal invents the mechanical calculator called Pascal's calculator.1642: Mezzotint engraving introduces grey tones to printed images.1643: Evangelista Torricelli of Italy invents the mercury barometer.1645: Giacomo Torelli of Venice, Italy
invents the first rotating stage.1651: Giovanni Riccioli renames the lunar maria.1656: Christiaan Huygens describes the true shape of the rings of Saturn.1657: Christiaan Huygens develops the first functional pendulum clock based on the learnings of Galileo Galilei.1659: Christiaan Huygens first to observe surface details of Mars.1662: Christopher
Merret presents first paper on the production of sparkling wine.1663: James Gregory publishes designs for a reflecting telescope.1669: The first known operational reflecting telescope is built by Isaac Newton.1676: Antonie van Leeuwenhoek discovers Bacteria.1676: First measurement of the speed of light.1679: Binary system developed by Gottfried
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WhatLinksHere/17th _century"What is philosophy? Philosophy is a field of study that attempts to answer questions that cannot be answered by providing some fact, but that require a deeper understanding of the question. Main areas of philosophy are logic and critical thinking, ethics, aesthetics, epistemology, metaphysics, and many others discussed
in more detail below.If you like reading about philosophy, here's a free, weekly newsletter with articles just like this one: Send it to me!If you prefer, you can listen to an audio version of this article right here or in your podcast player. Look for the Accented Philosophy Podcast.Philosophy and its main areasPhilosophy sounds like a daunting topic to
many, something incredibly complex and boring. But, in its most basic form, it is very close to what we all did as children: ask questions about the world.Philosophy is a field of study that attempts to answer questions that cannot be answered by providing some fact, but that require a deeper understanding of the question itself. For example:What is
the meaning of beauty? (Aesthetics)Which actions do we consider to be right or wrong? (Ethics)How can we make correct arguments and avoid mistakes in thinking? (Critical Thinking)What it means to really know something? (epistemology)What is science and what is the proper way to do science? (philosophy of science)What is the ultimate nature
of things? (metaphysics)What is a good state or government? (political philosophy)What is ethics?Ethics is the study of how we ought to behave, and why. There are many different theories of ethics, which we briefly discuss in this article.Philosophys aim is to clarify the questions we askBecause of this focus that philosophy puts on asking the right
questions, it has sometimes been labelled the study of asking the right questions. This is particularly important because we sometimes tend to ask questions that cannot be answered because the question itself is asked in the wrong way. For example:Does God exist? This question cannot be answered like that. We first would have to clarify what
existing means for a being like God. We can see and touch physical, material things, but not everything exists in the same way as a bottle or a table. For example, numbers. The number 42 certainly exists, but where is it? I cannot point at anything in the material world that is the number 42.0r that idea for a poem that I had yesterday. Certainly, in
some way, my idea exists. I can remember it, I can recite the poem. But where is it? Is my idea lying on the table over there? No. Numbers, ideas and many other things exist in a different way from material objects, but they certainly do exist in a real way. Christianity exists too, but I cannot locate it.Philosophy is a field of study that attempts to
answer questions that cannot be answered by providing some fact, but that require a deeper understanding of the question itself.Or, say, the government of Germany. Even this very real thing I cannot locate or point at. It is not a particular building. The government offices can move to another place, or they may even be entirely destroyed (say, in an
earthquake) without destroying the government itself. The government is also not the people. The people that make up the government change all the time, but the government stays the same government. If I owe a thousand dollars to the government in taxes, then I owe the same thousand dollars to the same government even if all the politicians
have changed after an election.This is why a philosopher would not accept the question does God exist? without further clarifications. If we think about the way different kinds of things exist long enough, we will end up with a much more complex question, but perhaps one that has a better chance of actually being answered.Recommended for
you:Aristotle (384-322 BC)Aristotle (384-322 BC), born in Stageira, Greece, is one of the most influential philosophers who ever lived. He worked not only in philosophy, but also wrote dozens of books on all topics, from astronomy and biology to literary theory.The Philosophy of Apart from these core questions of philosophy, there are many areas of
study that are usually called philosophy of (something) and that inquire deeper into some subject than normal science would, by applying the methods of philosophical questioning to this particular subject.For example, the Philosophy of Happiness asks what the concept of happiness really means, what the conditions for happiness are, what it means
to be truly happy (as opposed to superficially happy), what the relationship is between the political organisation of a society and the happiness of its citizens, how economic systems (like capitalism) or different religions affect human happiness, how happiness relates to moral behaviour (is it always morally right to make others happy?) and so on.The
Philosophy of Love examines what love means and how it is different from friendship or charity, whether love is exclusive or whether we can love multiple people at the same time, how the love of parents or siblings is different from erotic love, whether we can love a country or an animal, whether animals can love, what the relationship is between
love and sexuality, how loves understanding and practices have changed over the centuries, whether love is the same all over the world or perceived differently in different cultures, and how social or technological developments affect love (online sex, prostitution, sex with robots, love towards Al systems).The Philosophy of Love examines what love
means and how it is different from friendship or charity, whether love is exclusive or whether we can love multiple people at the same time, how the love of parents or siblings is different from erotic love and more such questions.A Philosophy of Cinema might ask what makes a movie a movie, why we want to watch movies that make us feel sad or
frightened, what it is that makes a funny movie be funny, how our perception of reality in a movie is different from actual reality (for example, how years of time can be compressed in a movie to two hours and still feel like years to the audience), and whether violence in movies is acceptable or whether it contributes to violence in society.Similarly,
there is Philosophy of Cities, dealing with questions like: what is a city, how do cities change the lives and the perception of the citizens who live inside them, what is a good city, how can we create better cities that enable citizens to have better lives and so on.A Philosophy of Space Exploration might ask: to whom does space belong, who should have
access to resources in space, how does space travel affect our views of life, the connection between space travel and religion, is it theoretically possible that we might fly faster than light or travel through time, if we discovered life on other worlds, how would we recognise it and communicate with it, and which moral duties would we have towards
alien life?There is almost no limit to the philosophy of sub-disciplines. There is philosophy of religion, philosophy of history, philosophy of music, philosophy of culture, philosophy of transport, philosophy of technology, philosophy of education, philosophy of fashion, philosophy of food and countless others.Where does the word philosophy come from?
The word philosophy comes from ancient Greek. Philos means friend or lover, and Sophia means wisdom. Philosophy, therefore, means the love of wisdom or loving wisdom.How philosophers think: An exampleAs an example of how philosophers might think, lets just look at a pen. A very common, normal, single-use plastic pen. If you look at it with
your everyday eyes, youd say, this is a pen. Its something we can use to write. And thats it.Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash.The philosopher would not stop here, but begin asking more questions of the pen. First, what does it mean to say that a pen is used for writing? What if I use it for something else? If I take the pen, remove the cap, and use it to
stab someone, is it still a pen, or has it become a weapon? Perhaps its now both, a pen and a weapon. Is it wrong to use a pen as a weapon? I can take out the inside bit with the ink and then Im left with a clear plastic tube, like a thick straw. I can use that to drink. Is it wrong to use a pen as a straw? Is there a difference whether I use it as a weapon
or as a straw? And if I kill someone with my pen/weapon, is this then, at least in part, also the responsibility of the pens manufacturer? Would he have to justify his decision to make pens that can be used as weapons? But then, cannot everything be used as a weapon?If I take the pen, remove the cap, and use it to stab someone, is it still a pen, or has it
become a weapon?You see, were getting into responsibility, liability and ethics here, and also into questions of definition: if things fall into multiple categories, is there a primary category? How do I determine which one it is? Is the thing Im holding a pen that is used as a weapon, or is it a weapon that looks like a pen?But the pen has more to tell
us.When Ive used it up, I will have to throw the pen away. Theres little I can do with a pen like this after its out of ink. The pen will end up in a landfill and eventually pollute the environment. It will decompose into microplastic particles, which will enter the water cycle, and end up in someones glass of water years later. This might be dangerous and
cause cancer in that person who thinks that they are drinking water, but in reality they are also drinking parts of my discarded pen.What should we make of this?Should the government ban such single-use pens? Does the government have a duty to protect me (and others) from the consequences of using (and then throwing away) such single-use
plastic objects? Or should I be free to make my own choice? Here then we would go into the role of the state in relation to free enterprise and a consumer society. How much power should the state have to regulate our lives? Can we be forced to abandon something convenient (a single-use pen) for the greater benefit of all in the long run? These are
vital questions that are just now at the centre of the debates about global warming. So the pen has brought us to environmental and political philosophy, to questions of state regulation vs freedom, state paternalism and many more.We could also see the pen as technology, as part of a bigger system of things that need to work together in order to give
meaning to the pen. A pen alone is of little use. A single pen in the jungle would not benefit us much. A pen requires paper to work. Paper and pen must be produced in factories, distributed, paid for. They require a reliable infrastructure that provides roads, power, safety, a commercial environment in which the pen can be sold, and many other
things. So we get into all sorts of economic questions about the pen, and also into issues of geopolitical power structures: the pen is made of plastic and plastic is made of oil. Few countries have commercially viable oil, and this had led, throughout the 20th century, to the enormous rise in power of the Middle East. Suddenly, a whole part of the world
that would otherwise be just desert is elevated into a key political player that can dictate world-wide policies. This raises questions of international cooperation and ethical duties towards other societies, colonialism and international justice.We could also see the pen as technology, as part of a bigger system of things that need to work together in
order to give meaning to the pen. A pen alone is of little use. A single pen in the jungle would not benefit us much.But this pen is also a capitalist pen. It cannot be made by happy farmers in a pre-industrial, agrarian society. It needs a factory that can process plastics and this is only available in what we call developed economies. Often, these
economies concentrate the money in the hands of few; in this case, all the people who use pens are going to pay for them, but all that money is flowing into one direction and towards a small number of people: those who own the factory. So right there, you have a question of power within society, of power struggle, of wealth and poverty, of factory
workers and factory bosses, of alienation, Marxism and the dream of a better society.Then you could look at the pen as a part of someones self-definition as a particular kind of person. Some professions depend on pens more than others, and wearing a pen in ones shirt pocket is a message to ones surroundings, a statement that the wearer of the pen
is a particular kind of person: an intellectual, an office worker, a teacher. So the pen, like any artefact, has a role to play in defining the kind of person who uses it, and so now we are at Heideggers ideas on how human beings realise their Being through their choice of tools. A teacher is not someone who has a particular education to be a teacher. The
education might be necessary in some countries, but is not what really makes or defines a teacher. Someone in a less developed part of the world might be a teacher without having a formal education. They would still be a teacher though, if they actually teach. While a teacher with an education, who is out of a teaching job and now driving a bus,
would not be considered a teacher but a bus driver. So actually having and using this pen in a teaching context is what would help define a teacher as a teacher. This pen then becomes part of the self-description and realisation of a particular human role.So you see how much there is to talk about when we just look at something as common and
unremarkable as a cheap, plastic pen. And we could go on for much longer, examining the way the pen looks (aesthetics), the pens contribution to societys traditions and rituals (Confucian ethics), the power-structures that steer society towards needing pens (philosophy of technology), the pens contribution to ones happiness or unhappiness
(Epicureanism), the pens purpose inside the whole of society and the universe (Aristotle and Natural Law theory) and much more. But we will stop here.Id be interested to hear what your take on the question is, whether you are a professional philosopher or just occasionally interested in philosophy. What is philosophy for you? What makes it different
from other areas of knowledge? Tell me in the comments!If you are interested in learning more about philosophy, dont hesitate to look around this site! You can also find excellent, understandable introductions to philosophy as books. A review of the best introductions to philosophy is here:Cover image by Danika Perkinson on Unsplash.5
MinutesBasicsLunchtime philosophyQuestions

What is the aim of philosophy according to bertrand russell. What is the ultimate aim of philosophy. What is the central aim of vedanta philosophy. What is the main aim of philosophy. What is the primary aim of
philosophy. What is philosophy and aims of education. What is the aim of philosophy. What is the aim of indian philosophy. According to russell what is the primary aim of philosophy. What is the main aim of
sankhya philosophy. What is the aim of anglophone african philosophy. What is the aim of logic in philosophy. According to plato what is the aim of philosophy. What is the aim of doing philosophy. What is the
aim of philosophy according to russell.



