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Did	you	know?	Coefficient	eliminates	the	need	to	export	data	manually	and	rebuild	stale	dashboards.	Get	started	by	pulling	live	data	into	pre-built	Sheets	dashboards.	Need	to	find	differences	between	Excel	spreadsheets?	This	guide	covers	six	methods	to	compare	Excel	files,	from	built-in	tools	to	advanced	formulas.	Microsoft	Excels	Spreadsheet
Compare	tool	offers	a	straightforward	way	to	identify	differences	between	two	workbooks.	Step	1.	Open	Spreadsheet	Compare	tool	in	Excel.	Launch	Excel	and	click	on	the	Data	tab	in	the	ribbon.Look	for	the	Data	Tools	group	and	select	Spreadsheet	Compare.	If	you	dont	see	this	option,	you	may	need	to	install	it	from	Office	settings.	Step	2.	Select	the
two	Excel	files	for	comparison.	In	the	Spreadsheet	Compare	window,	click	Compare	Files.	Browse	and	select	your	first	Excel	file.	Repeat	the	process	for	the	second	file	you	want	to	compare.	Step	3.	Choose	comparison	options.	Specify	which	elements	to	compare:	formulas,	cell	formatting,	macros,	etc.	Select	specific	sheets	or	entire	workbooks	for
comparison.	Adjust	sensitivity	settings	for	detecting	differences.	Step	4.	Analyze	the	results	in	the	comparison	view.	Review	the	side-by-side	comparison	of	both	files.	Differences	are	highlighted	for	easy	identification.	Use	the	navigation	pane	to	jump	between	discrepancies.	Step	1.	Use	the	IF	function	to	compare	individual	cells.	In	a	new	column,
enter	this	formula:	=IF(A1=B1,	Match,	Difference)A1	and	B1	represent	cells	from	the	two	datasets	youre	comparing.	Drag	the	formula	down	to	apply	to	all	rows.	Step	2.	Implement	EXACT	function	for	case-sensitive	comparisons.	For	text	comparisons	where	case	matters,	use:	=EXACT(A1,B1)This	returns	TRUE	for	exact	matches,	FALSE	for
differences.	Step	3.	Utilize	COUNTIF	to	find	matching	values	across	ranges.	To	count	matches	between	ranges,	use:	=COUNTIF(A1:A10,B1)This	formula	counts	how	many	times	B1	appears	in	A1:A10.	Extend	the	range	as	needed	for	your	datasets.	Step	1.	Apply	VLOOKUP	function	to	find	matching	values.	Use	this	formula:
=VLOOKUP(A1,Sheet2!$A$1:$B$100,2,FALSE)A1	is	the	lookup	value,	Sheet2!$A$1:$B$100	is	the	range	to	search.	Adjust	range	references	based	on	your	data	location.	Step	2.	Use	INDEX	and	MATCH	combination	for	more	flexible	comparisons.	Try	this	formula:	=INDEX(Sheet2!$B$1:$B$100,MATCH(A1,Sheet2!$A$1:$A$100,0))This	allows	for	non-
sequential	data	and	is	more	versatile	than	VLOOKUP.	Step	3.	Implement	SUMPRODUCT	function	for	array-based	comparisons.	For	comparing	entire	columns,	use:=SUMPRODUCT(ISNUMBER(MATCH($A$1:$A$100,	Sheet2!$A$1:$A$100,	0)))This	counts	the	total	number	of	matches	between	two	columns.	Visual	methods	can	quickly	highlight
differences	between	Excel	files.	Step	1.	Enable	View	Side	by	Side	feature.	Open	both	Excel	files	you	want	to	compare.	Go	to	the	View	tab	and	click	View	Side	by	Side.Scroll	through	both	sheets	simultaneously	to	spot	differences.	Step	2.	Use	Conditional	Formatting	to	highlight	differences.	Select	the	range	you	want	to	compare	in	both	sheets.	Go	to
Home	>	Conditional	Formatting	>	New	Rule.Choose	Use	a	formula	to	determine	which	cells	to	format.Enter	this	formula:	=A1Sheet2!A1Select	a	format	to	highlight	differences.	Step	3.	Implement	Go	To	Special	tool	to	identify	cell	differences.	Select	the	range	you	want	to	compare.	Press	F5	to	open	the	Go	To	dialog.Click	Special	and	select	Row
differences	or	Column	differences.Excel	will	highlight	cells	that	differ	between	the	selected	ranges.	VBA	(Visual	Basic	for	Applications)	can	automate	the	comparison	process	for	large	or	frequently	compared	files.	Step	1.	Create	a	simple	VBA	macro	for	file	comparison.	Press	Alt	+	F11	to	open	the	VBA	editor.	Insert	a	new	module	and	paste	this	basic
comparison	code:	vba	Copy	SubCompareFiles()	Dimwb1	AsWorkbook,	wb2	AsWorkbook	Dimws1	AsWorksheet,	ws2	AsWorksheet	Dimrng1	AsRange,	rng2	AsRange	Dimcell	AsRange	Setwb1	=Workbooks.Open(C:PathToFile1.xlsx)	Setwb2	=Workbooks.Open(C:PathToFile2.xlsx)	Setws1	=wb1.Sheets(Sheet1)	Setws2	=wb2.Sheets(Sheet1)	Setrng1
=ws1.UsedRange	Setrng2	=ws2.UsedRange	ForEachcell	Inrng1	Ifcell.Value	rng2.Cells(cell.Row,	cell.Column).Value	Then	cell.Interior.Color	=vbYellow	EndIf	Nextcell	wb1.Save	wb2.Close	False	EndSub	Step	2.	Customize	the	macro	to	compare	specific	ranges	or	sheets.	Modify	the	sheet	and	range	references	in	the	code	to	match	your	needs.	Add
loops	to	compare	multiple	sheets	if	necessary.	Step	3.	Implement	error	handling	and	reporting	in	the	VBA	code.	Add	error	handling	to	manage	potential	issues:	vba	Try	the	Free	Spreadsheet	Extension	Over	500,000	Pros	Are	Raving	About	Stop	exporting	data	manually.	Sync	data	from	your	business	systems	into	Google	Sheets	or	Excel	with	Coefficient
and	set	it	on	a	refresh	schedule.	Get	Started	Copy	OnErrorGoToErrorHandler	Your	comparison	code	here	ExitSub	ErrorHandler:	MsgBox	An	error	occurred:	&Err.Description	ExitSub	Create	a	summary	report	of	differences:	vba	Copy	DimdiffCount	AsLong	diffCount	=0	In	your	comparison	loop:	Ifcell.Value	rng2.Cells(cell.Row,	cell.Column).Value
Then	diffCount	=diffCount	+1	EndIf	After	the	loop:	MsgBox	Total	differences	found:	&diffCount	Power	Query	offers	a	robust	solution	for	comparing	large	datasets	or	multiple	files.	Step	1.	Import	both	Excel	files	into	Power	Query.	Go	to	Data	>	Get	Data	>	From	File	>	From	Workbook.Select	and	import	the	first	Excel	file.	Repeat	for	the	second	file.
Step	2.	Merge	queries	to	identify	differences	and	similarities.	In	Power	Query	Editor,	select	Home	>	Merge	Queries.	Choose	the	tables	to	merge	and	select	the	common	columns.	Pick	an	appropriate	join	kind	(usually	Full	Outer).	Step	3.	Create	a	comparison	report	using	Power	Query	results.	Add	custom	columns	to	flag	matches	and	differences.	Use
the	following	formula	to	compare	values:	=	if	[Column1]	=	[Column2]	then	Match	else	Difference	Filter	and	sort	the	results	to	focus	on	discrepancies.	While	Excel	offers	built-in	comparison	features,	third-party	tools	can	provide	additional	functionality	for	complex	comparisons.	Step	1.	Research	popular	Excel	comparison	tools.	Look	for	tools	like
Beyond	Compare,	DiffEngineX,	or	Excel	Compare.	Consider	factors	like	price,	features,	and	user	reviews.	Step	2.	Evaluate	features	and	benefits	of	dedicated	comparison	software.	Check	for	capabilities	like:Multi-sheet	comparisons	Visual	difference	highlighting	Automated	report	generation	Version	control	integration	Step	3.	Test	integration
possibilities	with	existing	Excel	workflows.	Download	trial	versions	of	potential	tools.	Assess	how	well	they	fit	into	your	current	processes.	Consider	compatibility	with	your	Excel	version	and	other	software.	By	applying	these	methods,	you	can	efficiently	compare	Excel	files	for	various	purposes.	Experiment	with	different	techniques	to	find	the	best
approach	for	your	specific	needs.	Remember,	the	key	to	effective	comparison	is	choosing	the	right	method	for	your	data	size	and	complexity.	Ready	to	take	your	Excel	data	management	to	the	next	level?	Get	started	with	Coefficientfor	advanced	data	syncing	and	comparison	capabilities	that	go	beyond	Excels	built-in	features.	Download	Article
Compare	XLS	files	on	your	computer	Download	Article	Do	you	need	to	compare	two	Excel	sheets	to	find	the	differences?	If	you	have	the	Professional	or	enterprise	version	of	Excel,	you	can	use	the	Spreadsheet	Compare	app.	If	you	have	another	version	of	Excel,	you	can	still	compare	two	files	using	built-in	tools,	such	as	Side	by	Side	View.	Here's	how
to	compare	two	Excel	files	using	synchronous	scrolling,	lookups,	and	more.	To	compare	two	open	workbooks	in	Excel,	you	can	use	Spreadsheet	Compare,	which	is	available	on	Office	Professional	and	enterprise.	If	you	don't	have	this,	open	both	workbooks,	click	the	View	tab,	and	then	click	View	Side	By	Side.	1Open	Spreadsheet	Compare.	You	can	find
this	program	in	the	Start	menu.	If	you	don't	see	it,	type	it	into	the	menu.Spreadsheet	Compare	is	only	available	on	Office	Professional	Plus	2013,	Office	Professional	Plus	2016,	Office	Professional	Plus	2019,	or	Microsoft	365	Apps	for	enterprise.[1]If	you	have	the	regular	version	of	Excel,	skip	to	the	next	method	instead.	2Click	Home.	You	can	find	this
tab	at	the	top.	Advertisement	3Click	Compare	Files.	This	is	on	the	Home	tab.4Click	the	blue	folder	icon	and	select	your	first	Excel	file.	You'll	need	to	browse	your	device	for	the	file.	Alternatively,	you	can	enter	a	web	address	if	you	have	a	website	where	your	files	are	saved.5Click	the	green	folder	icon	and	select	the	second	Excel	file.	You'll	need	to
browse	your	device	for	the	file.	Alternatively,	you	can	enter	a	web	address	if	you	have	a	website	where	your	files	are	saved.6Check	Select	All.	This	is	what	you'll	see	in	the	workbook	comparison.	If	you	don't	want	to	see	everything,	check	the	box	next	to	the	option(s)	you	want	to	see.7Click	OK.	This	will	run	the	comparison.	You'll	see	both	files	in	a	two-
pane	grid.	Advertisement	1Open	the	workbooks	you	need	to	compare.	You	can	find	these	by	opening	Excel,	clicking	File	then	Open,	and	selecting	two	workbooks	to	compare	from	the	menu	that	appears.[2]Navigate	to	the	folder	where	you	have	the	Excel	workbooks	saved,	select	each	workbook	separately,	and	keep	both	workbooks	open.	You	should
have	two	Excel	tabs	open.2Click	the	View	tab.	Once	you've	opened	one	of	the	workbooks,	you	can	click	on	the	View	tab	in	the	top-center	of	the	window.3Click	View	Side	by	Side.	You	can	find	this	in	the	Window	section.	This	will	pull	up	both	worksheets	into	smaller	windows	stacked	vertically.This	option	may	not	be	readily	visible	under	the	View	tab	if
you	only	have	one	workbook	open	in	Excel.If	there	are	two	workbooks	open,	then	Excel	will	automatically	choose	these	as	the	documents	to	view	side	by	side.4Click	Arrange	All.	This	setting	lets	you	change	the	orientation	of	the	workbooks	when	they're	displayed	side-by-side.In	the	menu	that	pops	up,	you	can	select	to	have	the	workbooks	Horizontal,
Vertical,	Cascade,	or	Tiled.5Enable	Synchronous	Scrolling.	Once	you	have	both	worksheets	open,	click	on	the	Synchronous	Scrolling	icon	below	the	View	Side	By	Side	icon.This	makes	it	easier	to	scroll	through	both	Excel	files	line-by-line	to	check	for	any	differences	in	data	manually.6Scroll	through	one	workbook	to	scroll	through	both.	Once
Synchronous	Scrolling	is	enabled,	you'll	be	able	to	easily	scroll	through	both	workbooks	at	the	same	time	and	compare	their	data	more	easily.	Advertisement	1Open	the	workbooks	you	need	to	compare.	You	can	find	these	by	opening	Excel,	clicking	File	then	Open,	and	selecting	two	workbooks	to	compare	from	the	menu	that	appears.Navigate	to	the
folder	where	you	have	the	Excel	workbooks	saved,	select	each	workbook	separately	and	keep	both	workbooks	open.2Decide	on	which	cell	you	would	like	the	user	to	select	from.	This	is	where	a	drop-down	list	will	appear	later.3Click	on	the	cell.	The	border	should	darken.4Click	the	Data	tab.	This	is	in	the	top	toolbar.5Click	Data	Validation.	If	a	drop-
down	menu	opens,	click	Data	Validation	again.6Click	the	"Allow"	drop-down	menu	and	select	List.	This	is	on	the	Settings	tab.7Click	the	button	with	the	red	arrow.	This	will	let	you	pick	your	source	(in	other	words,	your	first	column),	which	will	then	be	processed	into	data	in	the	drop-down	menu.8Select	the	first	column	of	your	list	and	press	Enter.
Click	OK	when	the	data	validation	window	appears.	You	should	see	a	box	with	an	arrow	on	it,	which	will	drop-down	when	you	click	the	arrow.9Select	the	cell	where	you	want	the	other	info	to	show	up.	This	can	be	any	blank	cell.10Click	the	Formulas	tab.	This	is	at	the	top.11Click	Lookup	&	Reference.	This	is	near	the	blue	book	with	a	magnifying
glass.12Find	Lookup	in	the	list.	When	you	click	it,	another	box	should	appear	and	you	can	click	OK.13Set	your	lookup	values.	Select	the	cell	with	the	drop-down	list	for	the	Lookup_value.	Select	the	first	column	of	your	list	for	the	Lookup_vector.	Select	the	second	column	of	your	list	for	the	Result_vector.[3]14Select	something	from	the	drop-down	list.
The	info	should	automatically	change.	Advertisement	1Locate	your	workbook	and	sheet	names.In	this	case,	we	use	three	example	workbooks	located	and	named	as	follows:C:\Compare\Book1.xls	(containing	a	sheet	named	Sales	1999)C:\Compare\Book2.xls	(containing	a	sheet	named	Sales	2000)Both	workbooks	have	the	first	column	A	with	the	name	of
the	product,	and	the	second	column	B	with	the	amount	sold	each	year.	The	first	row	is	the	name	of	the	column.2Create	a	comparison	workbook.	For	example,	we	can	use	Book3.xls	to	do	a	comparison	and	create	one	column	containing	the	products,	and	one	with	the	difference	of	these	products	between	both	years.[4]C:\Compare\Book3.xls	(containing
a	sheet	named	Comparison)3Place	the	title	of	the	column.	With	only	Book3.xls	opened,	go	to	cell	A1	and	type:='C:\Compare\[Book1.xls]Sales	1999'!A1If	you	are	using	a	different	location	replace	C:\Compare\	with	that	location.	If	you	are	using	a	different	filename	remove	Book1.xls	and	add	your	filename	instead.	If	you	are	using	a	different	sheet	name
replace	Sales	1999	with	the	name	of	your	sheet.	Beware	not	to	have	the	file	you	are	referring	(Book1.xls)	opened:	Excel	may	change	the	reference	you	are	adding	if	you	have	it	open.	Youll	end	up	with	a	cell	that	has	the	same	content	as	the	cell	you	referred	to.4Drag	down	cell	A1	to	list	all	products.	Grab	it	from	the	bottom	right	square	and	drag	it,
copying	all	names.5Name	the	second	column.	In	this	case,	we	call	it	Difference	in	"B1".6Estimate	the	difference	of	each	product.	For	example,	type	the	following	in	cell	B2:='C:\Compare\[Book2.xls]Sales	2000'!B2-'C:\Compare\[Book1.xls]Sales	1999'!B2You	can	do	any	normal	Excel	operation	with	the	referred	cell	from	the	referred	file.7Drag	down	the
lower	corner	square.	This	will	get	all	the	differences.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Advertisement	Reviewed	by:	Computer	&	Tech	Specialist	This	article	was	reviewed	by	Luigi	Oppido	and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Rain	Kengly.	Luigi	Oppido	is	the	Owner	and	Operator	of	Pleasure	Point	Computers	in	Santa	Cruz,	California.	Luigi
has	over	25	years	of	experience	in	general	computer	repair,	data	recovery,	virus	removal,	and	upgrades.	He	is	also	the	host	of	the	Computer	Man	Show!	broadcasted	on	KSQD	covering	central	California	for	over	two	years.	This	article	has	been	viewed	369,015	times.	Co-authors:	6	Updated:	April	9,	2025	Views:369,015	Categories:	Software	PrintSend
fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	369,015	times.	Open	Both	Excel	FilesGo	to	View	Tab	>>	Click	on	View	Side	by	SideClick	on	"Synchronous	Scrolling"	from	the	"View"	tab.Compare	Values	and	FormulasComparing	two	Excel	files	or	sheets	for	differences	can	be	a	critical	task	for	anyone	working	with	data.
Whether	you're	a	project	manager,	accountant,	analyst,	or	just	someone	who	needs	to	ensure	data	accuracy,	knowing	how	to	compare	Excel	files	can	save	you	time	and	prevent	costly	mistakes.	In	this	article,	we'll	show	you	how	to	compare	two	Excel	files	for	differences,	highlighting	any	discrepancies	in	data,	formulas,	or	formatting.	By	learning
powerful	tools	and	techniques,	such	as	using	Excel's	built-in	features	or	specialized	comparison	software,	you	can	quickly	and	efficiently	spot	any	variations	between	your	datasets.	Let's	explore	the	best	ways	to	compare	Excel	sheets,	ensuring	your	data	remains	accurate	and	reliable.Compare	two	Excel	files	or	sheets	for	differencesHow	to	Compare
Two	Excel	WorkbooksLearn	how	to	compare	Excel	files	visually	by	viewing	them	side	by	side,	making	it	simple	to	spot	differences.	Find	out	how	to	open	and	compare	two	Excel	workbooks	to	quickly	see	and	analyze	data	variations.Step	1:	Open	ExcelLaunch	Microsoft	Excel	by	clicking	on	its	icon,	and	open	a	blank	workbook	(or	any	workbook	you	want
to	start	with).Open	ExcelStep	2:	Open	the	Two	WorkbooksMake	sure	the	two	workbooks	you	want	to	compare	are	open	in	Excel.	You	can	open	them	from	your	file	location	or	recent	files.Enter	data	into	the	sheet	or	open	an	existing	sheet	In	the	Window	group	under	the	View	tab,	click	on	View	Side	by	Side.	This	will	arrange	both	workbooks	side	by
side	for	easy	comparison.Note:	If	you	only	have	one	workbook	open,	youll	need	to	open	the	second	workbook	first	before	the	option	becomes	available.Go	to	View	Tab	Excel	will	automatically	display	both	workbooks	horizontally	next	to	each	other.	You	can	now	scroll	through	both	workbooks	simultaneously	to	compare	the	data.View	Tab	>>Arrange
all>>View	Side	by	Side	Step	6:	View	them	collectively	(if	desired)Excel	displays	both	reports	horizontally	by	default,	indicating	that	they	will	be	shown	adjacent.	Step	7:	Arrange	Vertically	(Optional)If	you	prefer	to	see	the	workbooks	stacked	vertically	instead	of	horizontally,	click	on	the	Arrange	All	button	in	the	Window	group	under	the	View	tab.
Step	7:	Select	"Vertical"In	the	Arrange	Windows	dialog	box,	select	Vertical	and	click	OK.	This	will	stack	the	workbooks	one	on	top	of	the	other	for	vertical	comparison.	You	are	now	ready	to	analyze	the	differences	between	the	two	workbooks	in	either	horizontal	or	vertical	layout!How	to	Compare	Two	Sheets	in	Same	Workbook	Follow	the	below	steps
know	how	to	compare	two	worksheets	in	excel:Step	1:	Open	Your	Excel	FileOpen	the	Excel	workbook	that	contains	the	two	sheets	you	want	to	compare.Step	2:	Go	to	the	View	TabNavigate	to	the	View	tab	on	the	ribbon,	then	click	on	the	New	Window	button	in	the	Window	group	to	open	a	second	window	of	the	same	workbook.Open	excel	File	>>View
Tab>>Go	to	New	WindowStep	3:	Open	a	Different	WindowA	new	window	of	the	same	Excel	file	will	appear,	allowing	you	to	work	with	two	views	of	the	same	workbook	simultaneously.Open	excel	File	>>View	Tab>>Go	to	New	Window>>different	windowOn	the	View	tab,	select	View	Side	by	Side	to	arrange	the	two	windows	next	to	each	other	for
easy	comparison.Step	5:	Select	Sheets	to	CompareIn	the	first	window,	select	Sheet	1;	in	the	second	window,	select	Sheet	2.	You	can	now	compare	the	data	side	by	side	for	differences	or	similarities.Open	excel	File	>>View	Tab>>Go	to	New	Window>>different	window>>Select	sheet	to	compareHeres	how	to	view	and	arrange	multiple	Excel	files	side
by	side	in	a	step-by-step	format:Step	1:	Open	All	WorkbooksOpen	all	the	Excel	files	you	want	to	compare.	You	can	open	them	from	your	recent	documents	or	file	explorer.Go	to	the	View	tab	in	the	ribbon	and	click	on	the	View	Side	by	Side	button.	This	will	allow	you	to	view	two	workbooks	side	by	side.Go	to	View	Tab>>Click	on	View	Side	by	sideStep	3:
Select	FilesIn	the	"Compare	Side	by	Side"	dialog	box	that	appears,	choose	the	files	you	want	to	display	along	with	the	active	workbook.Step	4:	Compare	all	the	workbooksNow,	you	can	scroll	through	both	files	and	compare	them	side	by	side.Compare	your	WorkbooksTo	Arrange	All	Open	Excel	Files:Step	1:	Click	on	"Arrange	All"In	the	View	tab	under
the	Window	group,	click	on	Arrange	All.	This	option	will	arrange	all	open	workbooks	in	a	specific	layout.Go	to	View	tab	>>Click	on	Arrange	allStep	2:	Choose	Arrangement	StyleSelect	your	preferred	arrangement	style	from	the	options	provided:Tiled:	All	windows	are	displayed	in	a	grid	pattern.Horizontal:	All	windows	are	stacked	horizontally.Vertical:
All	windows	are	arranged	vertically.Cascade:	Windows	are	displayed	in	a	cascading	overlap.	Choose	Arrangement	StyleAfter	selecting	the	arrangement,	click	OK	to	apply	the	layout	and	view	your	open	workbooks	as	desired.How	to	Compare	two	Excel	Sheets	for	Differences	in	ValuesFollow	the	below	steps	know	how	to	compare	the	values	in	two
different	Excel	sheets	to	identify	changes,	additions,	or	inconsistencies.Step	1:	Open	Your	Excel	WorkbookEnsure	that	the	workbook	containing	the	two	sheets	you	wish	to	compare	is	open.	Both	sheets	should	be	in	the	same	workbook.Open	your	Excel	SheetStep	2:	Create	a	New	Sheet	for	the	ResultsAdd	a	new	blank	sheet	where	the	comparison
results	will	be	displayed.	To	do	this,	click	the	+	(plus)	sign	in	the	lower-left	corner	of	the	sheet	tabs	to	create	a	new	sheet.add	a	new	sheet	and	put	the	data	Step	3:	Enter	the	Formula	for	ComparisonIn	cell	A1	of	the	new	sheet,	enter	the	following	formula:=IF(Sheet1!A1Sheet2!A1,	"Sheet1:	"	&	Sheet1!A1	&	"	vs	Sheet2:	"	&	Sheet2!A1,	"")This	formula
checks	if	the	value	in	cell	A1	of	Sheet1	is	different	from	the	value	in	Sheet2.	If	the	values	are	different,	it	will	show	both	values	for	comparison.	If	they	are	the	same,	it	will	leave	the	cell	blank.	Step	4:	Use	the	""	Sign	for	ComparisonThe	symbol	in	the	formula	means	"not	equal	to."	If	the	values	in	the	two	sheets	are	different,	the	formula	will	display	the
values	from	both	sheets.	If	the	values	are	the	same,	the	formula	will	show	nothing	(blank).Step	5:	Apply	the	Formula	to	More	CellsTo	apply	the	formula	to	additional	cells,	click	and	hold	the	fill	handle	(the	small	square	at	the	bottom-right	corner	of	cell	A1).	Drag	it	across	the	rows	or	columns	to	copy	the	formula	to	other	cells,	comparing	the	values	in
corresponding	cells	of	the	two	sheets.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can	quickly	identify	discrepancies	between	two	sheets	and	analyze	any	differences	in	your	data.How	to	Compare	Excel	Files	for	Differences	Using	FormulasTo	compare	Excel	files	for	differences	using	formulas,	you	can	follow	these	steps	to	identify	discrepancies	between	data	in	two
worksheets	or	workbooks:Step	1:	Prepare	Your	DataEnsure	the	data	in	both	files	is	arranged	similarly	for	easier	comparison.	If	necessary,	align	columns,	rows,	or	data	order.Enter	the	datasetStep	2:	Open	Both	Excel	FilesOpen	the	files	you	want	to	compare.	Lets	assume	File1	is	in	Sheet1	and	File2	is	in	Sheet2	for	simplicity.Step	3:	Create	a	New
Column	for	ComparisonIn	a	new	column,	you	can	use	comparison	formulas	to	highlight	differences.Example	Formula	for	Comparing	Two	CellsFor	Identifying	Exact	Differences:=IF(AND(Sheet1!A2	=	Sheet2!A2,	Sheet1!B2	=	Sheet2!B2,	Sheet1!C2	=	Sheet2!C2,	Sheet1!D2	=	Sheet2!D2,	Sheet1!E2	=	Sheet2!E2),	"Same",	"Different")This	formula
compares	the	value	in	cell	A1	of	Sheet1	with	cell	A1	of	Sheet2.	If	they	are	different,	it	displays	"Different";	otherwise,	it	shows	"Same."Preview	ResultsHow	to	Compare	two	Excel	files	with	Microsoft	365To	compare	two	Excel	files	using	Microsoft	365,	you	can	use	the	"Spreadsheet	Compare"	tool	available	as	part	of	certain	Office	365	versions	(like
Office	365	ProPlus).	Heres	a	step-by-step	guide:Step	1:	Open	Spreadsheet	CompareClick	on	the	Windows	Start	button.	Type	"Spreadsheet	Compare"	in	the	search	box	and	select	it	when	it	appears.Step	2:	Select	Files	to	CompareIn	Spreadsheet	Compare,	click	on	the	Compare	Files	button.Step	3:	Select	the	two	Excel	files	you	want	to	compare.A	dialog
box	will	appear	prompting	you	to	select	the	two	Excel	files	you	want	to	compare.	Click	Browse	to	choose	the	first	and	second	files.Step	4:	Set	Comparison	Options	(Optional)You	can	choose	specific	options	for	your	comparison	(e.g.,	formulas,	cell	formatting,	values).	Click	OK	after	selecting	the	desired	options.Step	5:	View	the	Comparison	ResultsThe
tool	will	display	a	detailed	comparison	of	the	two	files,	highlighting	any	differences	found.	Changes	such	as	value	differences,	formatting	changes,	and	structural	differences	are	highlighted	in	separate	panes	or	tables	for	easy	analysis.Merging	different	versions	of	the	same	Excel	file	is	easier	with	the	Compare	and	Merge	feature.	This	is	especially
useful	for	team	collaborations	where	multiple	users	work	on	the	same	workbook.	This	feature	allows	you	to	view	changes	and	comments	made	by	all	users	at	once.	Heres	how	to	prepare	and	use	this	feature	effectively:Share	Your	Excel	Workbook:Before	others	start	working	on	the	file,	make	sure	to	share	your	workbook.To	share	it,	go	to	the	Review
tab,	click	on	Share	Workbook	in	the	Changes	group,	select	Allow	Changes	by	More	Than	One	User	checkbox,	and	click	OK.	If	prompted,	save	the	workbook.	This	also	enables	the	Track	Changes	feature.Save	Unique	Copies:Each	person	editing	the	shared	workbook	must	save	their	changes	in	a	unique	file	name	(.xls	or	.xlsx	format).With	the
preparations	done,	you	can	combine	all	copies	into	a	single	workbook.1.	Enable	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	FeatureThe	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	feature	is	available	in	Excel	2010	to	Excel	365,	but	it	may	not	be	visible	by	default.	Follow	these	steps	to	add	it	to	your	Quick	Access	Toolbar:Open	the	Quick	Access	dropdown	menu	and
select	More	Commands.In	the	Excel	Options	dialog	box,	select	All	Commands	from	the	Choose	commands	from	list.Scroll	down,	find	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks,	select	it,	and	click	Add	to	move	it	to	the	right-hand	section.Click	OK.Now,	you	have	added	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	feature	to	the	Quick	Access	Toolbar.Compare	and	Merge
Workbook2.	Compare	and	Merge	WorkbooksAfter	all	users	have	finished	their	edits,	you	can	merge	all	copies	into	one:Open	the	primary	version	of	the	shared	workbook.Click	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	command	on	the	Quick	Access	Toolbar.In	the	dialog	box,	select	the	copies	you	want	to	merge.	To	select	multiple	copies,	hold	the	Shift	key
while	clicking	on	the	file	names,	and	then	click	OK.All	changes	from	the	selected	copies	will	now	be	merged	into	one	file.3.	Review	the	ChangesTo	view	the	edits	made	by	different	users:Go	to	the	Review	tab	>	Changes	group,	and	click	Track	Changes	>	Highlight	Changes.In	the	Highlight	Changes	dialog,	select	All	in	the	When	box,	Everyone	in	the
Who	box,	clear	the	Where	box,	check	Highlight	changes	on	screen,	and	click	OK.Excel	will	highlight	columns	and	rows	with	changes	in	dark	red,	and	edits	from	different	users	will	be	marked	with	different	colors.	Hovering	over	a	cell	will	show	who	made	a	specific	change.Note:	If	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	command	is	greyed	out,	it	means
you	are	trying	to	merge	different	files.	Remember,	this	feature	only	works	with	copies	of	the	same	shared	workbook.Here	are	some	of	the	best	tools	to	compare	Excel	files	for	differences,	helping	you	identify	changes,	highlight	discrepancies,	and	streamline	your	data	review	process:XltrailBy	using	Xltrail,	an	Excel-focused	web-based	application
similar	to	GitHub,	you	may	avoid	the	headache	of	manually	comparing	spreadsheets.	It	is	an	invaluable	tool	for	anybody	who	wants	to	maintain	their	spreadsheets	stress-free	and	organized	since	it	keeps	track	of	all	changes	made	to	the	spreadsheet	and	displays	them	in	an	easy-to-read	format,	including	VBA	code.	Changes	are	indicated	with	colors,
such	as	green	for	new	additions	and	red	for	deletions.XltrailAnother	excellent	spreadsheet	comparison	tool	is	Synkronizer.	It's	a	great	option	for	anyone	looking	for	a	hassle-free	way	to	stay	on	top	of	spreadsheet	updates	because,	unlike	others,	it	handles	changes	automatically.	It	displays	both	of	your	original	workbooks	side	by	side	with	color-coded
cells	(green	for	new	info,	red	for	deletions)	for	a	clear	picture	of	what's	been	modified.SynkronizerSpreadsheet	CompareSpreadsheet	Compare	uses	Microsoft	Excel	to	compare	spreadsheets.	Spreadsheet	Compare	is	a	free	desktop	application	concealed	in	some	versions	of	the	Office	suite	(ProPlus	in	Office	365	and	ProPlus	since	2013).	This	tool	can
compare	your	spreadsheets,	but	it	requires	the	correct	version	of	Excel,	so	it's	only	for	some.	Even	Excel	itself	has	an	add-in	named	"Inquire"	that	you	may	use	to	launch	it.Spreadsheet	CompareDiffEngineXDiffEngineX	is	a	little	picky	about	rows	and	columns	getting	mixed	up.	This	tool	believes	that	if	you	have	made	any	sophisticated	changes	to	your
spreadsheets,	you	should	provide	a	unique	"primary	key"	for	each	sheet,	including	the	rows	and	columns.	That	would	work	OK	for	a	brief	comparison,	but	this	"primary	key"	thing	isn't	going	to	cut	it	if	you	have	a	ton	of	workbooks	to	go	through.DiffEngineXOnline	Services	to	Compare	Two	Excel	SheetsFor	quick	online	comparisons,	consider	using
services	like	xlCompare,	Aspose	Cells	Comparison,	and	CloudyExcel.	These	tools	offer	secure,	web-based	ways	to	compare	two	Excel	files	and	compare	Excel	sheets	without	installing	software.	Other	than	Softwares	on	your	computer,	there	are	websites	where	you	can	compare	Excel	sheets	quickly.	They're	free	but	less	secure.xlCompare:	compare
and	merge	workbooks,	sheets	and	VBA	projectsXL	Comparator	is	a	free	tool	that	allows	you	to	compare	two	Excel	or	CSV	spreadsheets	without	programming	macros	or	installing	any	software	on	your	computer1.	Its	a	convenient	way	to	identify	differences	between	data	sets,	making	it	useful	for	tasks	like	data	reconciliation,	validation,	and	quality
control.	xlcomparatorAspose	Cells	ComparisonAspose	Cells	Comparison	is	a	website	where	you	can	compare	Excel	files	easily.	You	can	upload	two	Excel	or	CSV	files	to	see	the	differences	between	them.	It	works	on	any	device	like	Windows,	Mac,	Android,	or	iOS	without	needing	to	install	anything.	Your	files	are	processed	securely	and	automatically
deleted	after	24	hours.	Aspose	Cells	ComparisonXlcompare:	compare	and	merge	workbooks,	sheets	and	VBA	projectsxlCompare.com	is	the	best	tool	to	compare	Excel	files	and	highlight	the	difference.	Compare	Excel	sheets	just	in	one	click.	Find	the	difference	between	two	Excel	files.	Pull	matching	and	unique	rows	into	another	file	and	save	it	on
disk.	This	online	Excel	compare	tool	will	save	time.XlcompareCloudyexcelCloudyExcel	is	an	online	service	that	provides	tools	for	comparing	and	analyzing	Excel	files.	You	can	upload	two	Excel	workbooks	or	sheets	and	compare	them	to	identify	differences	between	the	active	sheets.	The	service	highlights	discrepancies,	making	it	easier	to	spot
changes,	inconsistencies,	or	missing	data.	Generate	customized	reports	directly	from	your	Excel	files.CloudyexcelConclusionYou	can	compare	two	Excel	files	for	differences	using	built-in	tools,	third-party	software,	or	online	services,	depending	on	your	needs.	From	comparing	two	Excel	worksheets	for	differences	side-by-side	to	using	formulas	and
conditional	formatting,	each	method	helps	you	compare	Excel	files	for	differences	effectively.	If	you	use	Microsoft	Excel	for	data	management	and	analysis,	chances	are	at	some	point	youll	have	to	compare	two	Excel	files	for	differences.	Manually	comparing	files	cell	by	cell	can	be	time-consuming	and	prone	to	mistakes.	Fortunately,	Microsoft	Excel
provides	several	built-in	tools	to	make	this	process	easier.	In	this	blog	post,	Ill	guide	you	through	the	steps	of	comparing	two	Excel	files	for	differences,	so	you	can	quickly	and	accurately	identify	discrepancies	between	them.Step	1:	Open	the	Two	Excel	FilesThe	first	step	in	comparing	two	Excel	files	is	to	open	both	files	in	Microsoft	Excel.	To	make
things	simpler,	try	to	keep	both	files	open	in	separate	windows	and	arrange	them	side	by	side	on	your	screen.	This	will	make	it	easier	to	navigate	between	the	two	files	and	compare	them.	Step	2:	Activate	Excels	Compare	Files	FeatureTo	quickly	compare	the	two	Excel	files	for	differences,	you	can	activate	Excels	built-in	Compare	Files	feature.	To	do
this:Click	on	the	Review	tab	in	the	ribbon	at	the	top	of	the	Excel	window.Select	the	Compare	Files	option	in	the	Compare	group.In	the	Compare	Files	dialog	box	that	appears,	select	the	two	Excel	files	you	want	to	compare	and	click	OK.Excel	will	then	open	a	new	workbook	with	the	results	of	the	comparison	displayed	in	a	new	worksheet.Step	3:
Analyze	the	Comparison	ResultsExcels	Compare	Files	feature	will	highlight	any	differences	between	the	two	Excel	files	and	provide	a	side-by-side	comparison	of	the	corresponding	cells.	The	results	will	be	displayed	in	a	new	worksheet	in	the	workbook	that	opened	in	step	2.You	can	use	the	following	tools	to	analyze	the	comparison	results:Color
CodingExcel	uses	color	coding	to	highlight	differences	between	the	two	files.	Cells	with	changes	will	be	color-coded:Green:	Cells	that	have	been	added	to	the	file	in	the	right-most	column.	Red:	Cells	that	have	been	deleted	from	the	file	in	the	left-most	column.	Blue:	Cells	that	have	been	modified	in	either	file.Compare	cells	with	the	same	color-coding
to	quickly	identify	the	differences	between	the	two	files.FilteringUse	Excels	filtering	option	to	quickly	sift	through	the	differences	and	focus	on	specific	data.	The	filter	button	is	found	on	Excels	ribbon	interface	Data	tab	>	Sort	&	Filter	group	>	Filter	button.An	example	scenario	might	be	to	filter	for	all	green	cells	in	the	right-hand	column.	This	filter
selection	will	display	only	the	cells	that	exist	uniquely	in	the	right-hand	column.	This	way,	the	user	can	focus	on	the	cells	that	were	added	to	the	right	file	only.ConclusionUsing	Excels	Compare	Files	feature	can	help	you	quickly	and	easily	identify	discrepancies	between	two	Excel	files,	saving	you	time	and	reducing	errors.	Consider	using	this	tip	next
time	you	need	to	compare	two	files!Other	Tools	to	Compare	Excel	Files	for	DifferencesWhile	Excels	Compare	Files	feature	is	an	excellent	tool	to	quickly	check	for	differences	between	two	Excel	files,	its	not	always	the	best	option	for	complex	tasks.	Here	are	some	alternative	tools	that	can	help	you	compare	Excel	files	for	differences:Conditional
FormattingExcels	conditional	formatting	feature	allows	you	to	add	formatting	rules	to	specific	cells	based	on	their	content.	You	could	use	this	feature	to	highlight	the	differences	in	cells	between	two	Excel	files.	This	process	could	be	time-consuming	too,	especially	if	you	have	to	do	it	manually.	However,	there	are	a	few	pre-built	templates	that	can	do
the	work	for	you	too.	VBA	ScriptingVBA	(Visual	Basic	for	Applications)	is	a	powerful	coding	language	that	you	can	use	to	automate	complex	tasks	in	Excel.	You	can	also	create	custom	scripts	that	compare	two	Excel	files	and	highlight	the	differences	for	you.	VBA	programs	can	be	downloaded	or	created	by	users	who	possess	coding
skills.ConclusionKnowing	how	to	compare	two	Excel	files	for	differences	is	an	essential	skill	for	anyone	who	frequently	works	with	data.	Excel	provides	several	built-in	tools	that	make	this	process	easier,	such	as	the	Compare	Files	feature.	To	compare	Excel	files	for	differences,	all	you	need	to	do	is	open	two	files,	activate	Excels	tool,	and	analyze	the
results.	Alternatively,	you	could	use	other	tools	such	as	conditional	formatting	or	VBA	scripting	to	accomplish	more	complex	tasks.FAQsHere	are	some	frequently	asked	questions	about	comparing	two	Excel	files	for	differences:Can	I	compare	Excel	files	in	different	versions	of	Microsoft	Excel?Yes,	you	can	compare	Excel	files	created	in	different
versions	of	Excel	using	the	Compare	Files	feature.	However,	some	features	may	not	be	supported	if	you	are	using	different	versions.How	can	I	ensure	the	compared	files	have	been	thoroughly	checked?One	of	the	ways	to	ensure	that	you	have	checked	the	compared	Excel	files	is	by	using	multiple	comparison	tests.	With	different	comparison	tests,	you
can	identify	different	types	of	differences,	such	as	misalignments	(using	spreadsheet	comparison	tools),	spelling	errors	(with	text	comparison	tools),	or	formatting	changes	(by	eye).Is	it	necessary	to	have	the	files	arranged	side-by-side	for	easy	comparison?While	it	helps	to	have	the	files	arranged	side-by-side,	it	is	not	necessary.	You	can	get	by	with
having	both	files	open	and	navigating	back	and	forth	between	windows	or	tabs	to	compare	cells.	A	useful	tip	is	to	use	Excels	View	Side	by	Side	feature	(located	within	the	View	tab)	to	get	a	better	view	of	both	files	concurrently.How	do	I	compare	more	than	two	Excel	files?You	can	compare	more	than	two	Excel	files	by	using	Excels	Compare	and	Merge
Workbooks	feature.	This	feature	is	useful	when	you	need	to	compare	multiple	versions	of	the	same	Excel	file.	You	can	locate	this	feature	under	the	Split	dropdown	within	the	Compare	Files	feature.Can	I	compare	Excel	files	with	different	structures?Excels	Compare	Files	feature	is	suitable	for	comparing	Excel	files	with	different	structures.	However,	if
the	differences	are	in	the	structure	of	the	workbook	(e.g.,	column/row	structure),	this	function	may	malfunction.	Alternatively,	you	can	use	a	specialized	tool	that	is	built	for	comparing	structured	Excel	files.	Watch	Video	How	to	Compare	Two	Excel	Sheets	for	DifferencesComparing	two	Excel	files	(or	comparing	two	sheets	in	the	same	file)	can	be
tricky	as	an	Excel	workbook	only	shows	one	sheet	at	a	time.This	becomes	more	difficult	and	error-prone	when	you	have	a	lot	of	data	that	needs	to	be	compared.Thankfully,	there	are	some	cool	features	in	Excel	that	allow	you	to	open	and	easily	compare	two	Excel	files.In	this	Excel	tutorial,	I	will	show	you	multiple	ways	to	compare	two	different	Excel
files	(or	sheets)	and	check	for	differences.	The	method	you	choose	will	depend	on	how	your	data	is	structured	and	what	kind	of	comparison	youre	looking	for.Lets	get	started!	Compare	Two	Excel	Sheets	in	Separate	Excel	Files	(Side-by-Side)If	you	want	to	compare	two	separate	Excel	files	side	by	side	(or	two	sheets	in	the	same	workbook),	there	is	an
in-built	feature	in	Excel	to	do	this.Its	the	View	Side	by	Side	option.This	is	recommended	only	when	you	have	a	small	dataset	and	manually	comparing	these	files	is	likely	to	be	less	time-consuming	and	error-prone.	If	you	have	a	large	dataset,	I	recommend	using	the	conditional	method	or	the	formula	method	covered	later	in	this	tutorial.Lets	see	how	to
use	this	when	you	have	to	compare	two	separate	files	or	two	sheets	in	the	same	file.Suppose	you	have	two	files	for	two	different	months	and	you	want	to	check	what	values	are	different	in	these	two	files.By	default,	when	you	open	a	file,	its	likely	to	take	up	your	entire	screen.	Even	if	you	reduce	the	size,	you	always	see	one	Excel	file	at	the	top.With	the
view	side-by-side	option,	you	can	open	two	files	and	then	arrange	these	horizontally	or	vertically.	This	allows	you	to	easily	compare	the	values	without	switching	back	and	forth.Below	are	the	steps	to	align	two	files	side	by	side	and	compare	them:Open	the	files	that	you	want	to	compare.In	each	file,	select	the	sheet	that	you	want	to	compare.Click	the
View	tabIn	the	Windows	group,	click	on	the	View	Side	by	Side	option.	This	becomes	available	only	when	you	have	two	or	more	Excel	files	open.As	soon	as	you	click	on	the	View	side	by	side	option,	Excel	will	arrange	the	workbook	horizontally.	Both	of	the	files	will	be	visible,	and	youre	free	to	edit/compare	these	files	while	they	are	arranged	side	by
side.In	case	you	want	to	arrange	the	files	vertically,	click	on	the	Arrange	All	option	(in	the	View	tab).This	will	open	the	Arrange	Windows	dialog	box	where	you	can	select	Vertical.At	this	point,	if	you	scroll	down	in	one	of	the	worksheets,	the	other	one	would	remain	as	is.	You	can	change	this	so	that	when	you	scroll	in	one	sheet,	the	other	also	scrolls	at
the	same	time.	This	makes	it	easier	to	do	a	line	by	line	comparison	and	spot	any	differences.But	to	do	this,	you	need	to	enable	Synchronous	Scrolling.To	enable	Synchronous	Scrolling,	click	on	the	View	tab	(in	any	of	the	workbooks)	and	then	click	on	the	Synchronous	Scrolling	option.	This	is	a	toggle	button	(so	if	you	want	to	turn	it	off,	simply	click	on	it
again).Comparing	Multiple	Sheets	in	Separate	Excel	Files	(Side-by-Side)With	the	View	Side	by	Side	option,	you	can	only	compare	two	Excel	file	at	one	go.In	case	you	have	multiple	Excel	files	open,	when	you	click	on	the	View	Side	by	Side	option,	it	will	show	you	a	Compare	Side	by	Side	dialog	box,	where	you	can	choose	which	file	you	want	to	compare
with	the	active	workbook.In	case	you	want	to	compare	more	than	two	files	at	one	go,	open	all	these	files	and	then	click	on	the	Arrange	All	option	(its	in	the	View	tab).In	the	Arrange	Windows	dialog	box,	select	Vertical/Horizontal	and	then	click	OK.This	will	arrange	all	the	open	Excel	files	in	the	selected	order	(vertical	or	horizontal).Compare	Two
Sheets	(Side-by-Side)	in	the	Same	Excel	WorkbookIn	case	you	want	to	compare	two	separate	sheets	in	the	same	workbook,	you	cant	use	the	View	side	by	side	feature	(as	it	works	for	separate	Excel	files	only).But	you	can	still	do	the	same	side-by-side	comparison.This	is	made	possible	by	the	New	Windows	feature	in	Excel,	that	allows	you	to	open	two
instances	on	the	same	workbook.	Once	you	have	two	instances	open,	you	can	arrange	these	side	by	side	and	then	compare	these.Suppose	you	have	an	Excel	workbook	that	has	two	sheets	for	two	different	months	(Jan	and	Feb)	and	you	want	to	compare	these	side	by	side	to	see	how	the	sales	per	store	have	changed:Below	are	the	steps	to	compare	two
sheets	in	Excel:Open	the	workbook	that	has	the	sheets	that	you	want	to	compare.Click	the	View	tabIn	the	Window	group,	click	on	the	New	Window	option.	This	opens	the	second	instance	of	the	same	workbook.In	the	View	tab,	click	on	Arrange	All.	This	will	open	the	Arrange	Windows	dialog	boxSelect	Vertical	to	compare	data	in	columns	(or	select
Horizontal	if	you	want	to	compare	data	in	rows).Click	OK.The	above	steps	would	arrange	both	the	instances	of	the	workbook	vertically.At	this	point	in	time,	both	the	workbooks	would	have	the	same	worksheet	selected.	In	one	of	the	workbooks,	select	the	other	sheet	that	you	want	to	compare	with	the	active	sheet.How	does	this	work?When	you	click
on	New	Window,	it	opens	the	same	workbook	again	with	a	slightly	different	name.	For	example,	if	your	workbook	name	is	Test	and	you	click	on	New	Window,	it	will	name	the	already	open	workbook	Test	1	and	the	second	instance	as	Test	2.Note	that	these	are	still	the	same	workbook.	If	you	make	any	changes	in	any	of	these	workbooks,	it	would	be
reflected	in	both.And	when	you	close	any	one	instance	of	the	open	file,	the	name	would	revert	back	to	the	original.You	can	also	enable	synchronous	scrolling	if	you	want	(by	clicking	on	the	Synchronous	Scrolling	option	in	the	View	tab)Compare	Two	Sheets	and	Highlight	Differences	(Using	Conditional	Formatting)While	you	can	use	the	above	method
to	align	the	workbooks	together	and	manually	go	through	the	data	line	by	line,	its	not	a	good	way	in	case	you	have	a	lot	of	data.Also,	doing	this	level	of	comparison	manually	can	lead	to	a	lot	of	errors.So	instead	of	doing	this	manually,	you	can	use	the	power	of	Conditional	Formatting	to	quickly	highlight	any	differences	in	the	two	Excel	sheets.This
method	is	really	useful	if	you	have	two	versions	in	two	different	sheets	and	you	want	to	quickly	check	what	has	changed.Note	that	you	CAN	NOT	compare	two	sheets	in	different	workbooks.Since	Conditional	Formatting	can	not	refer	to	an	external	Excel	file,	the	sheets	you	need	to	compare	needs	to	be	in	the	same	Excel	workbook.	In	case	these	arent,
you	can	copy	a	sheet	from	the	other	file	to	the	active	workbook	and	then	make	this	comparison.For	this	example,	suppose	you	have	a	dataset	as	shown	below	for	two	months	(Jan	and	Feb)	in	two	different	sheets	and	you	want	to	quickly	compare	the	data	in	these	two	sheets	and	check	if	the	prices	of	these	items	have	changed	or	not.Below	are	the	steps
to	do	this:Select	the	data	in	the	sheet	where	you	want	to	highlight	the	changes.	Since	I	want	to	check	how	prices	have	changed	from	Jan	to	Feb,	I	have	selected	the	data	in	the	Feb	sheet.Click	the	Home	tabIn	the	Styles	group,	click	on	Conditional	FormattingIn	the	options	that	show	up,	click	on	New	RuleIn	the	New	Formatting	Rule	dialog	box,	click	on
Use	a	formula	to	determine	which	cells	to	formatIn	the	formula	field,	enter	the	following	formula:	=B2Jan!B2Click	the	Format	buttonIn	the	Format	Cells	dialog	box	that	shows	up,	click	on	the	Fill	tab	and	select	the	color	in	which	you	want	to	highlight	the	mismatched	data.Click	OKClick	OKThe	above	steps	would	instantly	highlight	any	changes	in	the
dataset	in	both	the	sheets.How	does	this	work?Conditional	formatting	highlights	a	cell	when	the	given	formula	for	that	cell	returns	a	TRUE.	In	this	example,	we	are	comparing	each	cell	in	one	sheet	with	the	corresponding	cell	in	the	other	sheet	(done	using	the	not	equal	to	operator	in	the	formula).When	conditional	formatting	finds	any	difference	in
the	data,	it	highlights	that	in	the	Jan	sheet	(the	one	in	which	we	have	applied	the	conditional	formatting.Note	that	I	have	used	relative	reference	in	this	example	(A1	and	not	$A$1	or	$A1	or	A$1).When	using	this	method	to	compare	two	sheets	in	Excel,	remember	the	following;This	method	is	good	to	quickly	identify	differences,	but	you	cant	use	it	on	an
on-going	basis.	For	example,	if	I	enter	a	new	row	in	any	of	the	datasets	(or	delete	a	row),	it	would	give	me	incorrect	results.	As	soon	as	I	insert/delete	the	row,	all	subsequent	rows	are	considered	as	different	and	highlighted	accordingly.You	can	only	compare	two	sheets	in	the	same	Excel	fileYou	can	only	compare	the	value	(not	the	difference	in
formula	or	formatting).Compare	Two	Excel	Files/Sheets	And	Get	The	Differences	Using	FormulaIf	youre	only	interested	in	quickly	comparing	and	identifying	the	differences	between	two	sheets,	you	can	use	a	formula	to	fetch	only	those	values	that	are	different.For	this	method,	you	will	need	to	have	a	separate	worksheet	where	you	can	fetch	the
differences.This	method	would	work	if	want	to	compare	two	separate	Excel	workbook	or	worksheets	in	the	same	workbook.Let	me	show	you	an	example	where	I	am	comparing	two	datasets	in	two	sheets	(in	the	same	workbook).Suppose	you	have	the	dataset	as	shown	below	in	a	sheet	called	Jan	(and	similar	data	in	a	sheet	called	Feb),	and	you	want	to
know	what	values	are	different.To	compare	the	two	sheets,	first,	insert	a	new	worksheet	(lets	call	this	sheet	Difference).In	cell	A1,	enter	the	following	formula:=IF(Jan!A1Feb!A1,"Jan	Value:"&Jan!A1&CHAR(10)&"Feb	Value:"&Feb!A1,"")Copy	and	paste	this	formula	for	a	range	so	that	it	covers	the	entire	dataset	in	both	the	sheets.	Since	I	have	a	small
dataset,	I	will	only	copy	and	paste	this	formula	in	A1:B10	range.The	above	formula	uses	an	IF	condition	to	check	for	differences.	In	case	there	is	no	difference	in	the	values,	it	will	return	blank,	and	in	case	there	is	a	difference,	it	will	return	the	values	from	both	the	sheets	in	separate	lines	in	the	same	cell.The	good	thing	with	this	method	is	that	it	only
gives	you	the	differences	and	show	you	exactly	what	the	difference	is.	In	this	example,	I	can	easily	see	that	the	price	in	cell	B4	and	B8	are	different	(as	well	as	the	exact	values	in	these	cells).Compare	Two	Excel	Files/Sheets	And	Get	The	Differences	Using	VBAIf	you	need	to	compare	Excel	files	or	sheets	quite	often,	its	a	good	idea	to	have	a	ready	Excel
macro	VBA	code	and	use	it	whenever	you	need	to	make	the	comparison.You	can	also	add	the	macro	to	the	Quick	Access	Toolbar	so	that	you	can	access	with	a	single	button	and	instantly	know	what	cells	are	different	in	different	files/sheets.Suppose	you	have	two	sheets	Jan	and	Feb	and	you	want	to	compare	and	highlight	differences	in	the	Jan	sheet,
you	can	use	the	below	VBA	code:Sub	CompareSheets()Dim	rngCell	As	RangeFor	Each	rngCell	In	Worksheets("Jan").UsedRange	If	Not	rngCell	=	Worksheets("Feb").Cells(rngCell.Row,	rngCell.Column)	Then	rngCell.Interior.Color	=	vbYellow	End	IfNext	rngCellEnd	SubThe	above	code	uses	the	For	Next	loop	to	go	through	each	cell	in	the	Jan	sheet	(the
entire	used	range)	and	compares	it	with	the	corresponding	cell	in	the	Feb	sheet.	In	case	it	finds	a	difference	(which	is	checked	using	the	If-Then	statement),	it	highlights	those	cells	in	yellow.You	can	use	this	code	in	a	regular	module	in	the	VB	Editor.And	if	you	need	to	do	this	often,	its	better	to	save	this	code	in	the	Personal	Macro	workbook	and	then
add	it	to	the	Quick	Access	toolbar.	In	those	ways,	you	will	be	able	to	do	this	comparison	with	a	click	of	a	button.Here	are	the	steps	toget	the	Personal	Macro	Workbook	in	Excel	(its	not	available	by	default	so	you	need	to	enable	it).Here	are	the	steps	tosave	this	code	in	the	Personal	Macro	Workbook.And	here	you	will	find	the	steps	to	add	this	macro
code	to	the	QAT.Using	a	Third-Party	Tool	XL	ComparatorAnother	quick	way	to	compare	two	Excel	files	and	check	for	matches	and	differences	is	by	using	a	free	third-party	tool	such	as	XL	Comparator.This	is	a	web-based	tool	where	you	can	upload	two	Excel	files	and	it	will	create	a	comparison	file	that	will	have	the	data	that	is	common	(or	different
data	based	on	what	option	you	selected.Suppose	you	have	two	files	that	have	customer	datasets	(such	as	name	and	email	address),	and	you	want	to	quickly	check	what	customers	are	there	is	file	1	and	not	in	file	2.Below	is	how	you	compare	two	Excel	files	and	create	a	comparison	report:Open	the	Choose	file	option	to	upload	two	files	(maximum	size	of
each	file	can	be	5MB)Click	on	the	Next	button.Select	the	common	column	in	both	these	files.	The	tool	will	use	this	common	column	to	look	for	matches	and	differencesSelect	one	of	the	four	options,	whether	you	want	to	get	matching	data	or	different	data	(based	on	File	1	or	File	2)Click	on	NextDownload	the	comparison	file	which	will	have	the	data
(based	on	what	option	you	selected	in	step	5)Below	is	a	video	that	shows	how	XL	Comparator	tool	works.One	concern	you	may	have	when	using	a	third-party	tool	to	compare	Excel	files	is	about	privacy.If	you	have	confidential	data	and	privacy	is	really	important	for	it,	its	better	to	use	other	methods	shown	above.Note	that	the	XL	Comparator	website
mentions	that	they	delete	all	the	files	after	1	hour	of	doing	the	comparison.These	are	some	of	the	methods	you	can	use	to	compare	two	different	Excel	files	(or	worksheets	in	the	same	Excel	file).	Hope	you	found	this	Excel	tutorial	useful.You	may	also	like	the	following	Excel	tutorials:	Now	as	you	scroll	down	one	Excel	file,	the	other	one	will	also	be
scrolled.	Technically,	you	can	control	both	books	with	one	scroll	bar.	If	you	have	more	than	two	Excel	files,	to	compare	them	by	viewing	Step	1)	Open	all	the	to-be-compared	workbooks	simultaneously.	Step	2)	In	any	one	of	these	workbooks,	go	to	the	View	tab	>	Windows	Group	>	View	Side	By	Side	button.	Step	3)	From	the	Compare	Side	by	Side
window,	select	any	Excel	file.	Step	4)	Go	to	the	View	tab	>	Windows	Group	>	Arrange	All	button.	Step	5)	Choose	how	you	want	to	compare	the	files	(tiled	might	be	a	good	option	for	multiple	workbooks).	This	method	allows	multiple	workbook	comparison	in	a	seamless	manner.	Apart	from	different	workbooks,	sometimes	all	you	want	to	do	is	compare
two	Excel	sheets	(or	more)	from	the	same	workbook	To	do	so:	Step	1)	Go	to	the	View	tab	>	Window	group	>	New	Window	button.	Excel	will	make	a	copy	of	this	workbook	for	you	and	launch	it	as	a	new	window.	Here	onwards	the	steps	are	the	same	as	for	comparing	two	workbooks	(because	you	now	have	two	workbooks	open).	Step	2)	Go	to	the	View
tab	in	any	of	the	books	>	Window	group	>	View	Side	by	Side	button.	Step	3)	Select	the	first	sheet	in	the	first	book	and	the	second	sheet	in	the	second	book.	Scroll	in	a	synchronized	manner	and	compare	both	books	conveniently	by	viewing	them.	If	you	have	multiple	sheets	that	you	want	to	compare,	create	as	many	windows	as	many	sheets	you	have
(by	re-clicking	on	the	New	Window	button).	Once	you	have	the	required	number	of	windows	launched,	follow	the	same	steps	as	explained	above	to	compare	multiple	workbooks.	The	IF	function	is	a	game	changer	in	Excel,	and	I	just	love	it	for	reasons	I	am	going	to	explain	in	this	section.	If	you	have	data	spread	across	two	sheets	(or	even	two
workbooks)	and	you	only	want	to	compare	them	to	find	out	the	differences,	you	probably	dont	need	to	invest	so	much	time	viewing	these	sheets	side	by	side	Just	write	up	a	formula	and	let	Excel	find	out	the	differences	for	you	like	a	pro.	For	example,	I	have	a	dataset	in	Sheet	1	here.	And	a	copy	of	this	data	(apparently)	in	Sheet2	here.	However,	I
suspect	some	differences	in	both	these	datasets.	To	quickly	compare	these	datasets	from	both	these	sheets	to	find	these	differences:	Step	1)	Launch	a	new	sheet.	Step	2)	Activate	a	cell	and	write	the	IF	function	as	follows:	Syntax	Highlighter=	IF	(Step	3)	Write	the	logical	test	that	checks	if	cell	A1	of	Sheet1	is	equal	to	A1	of	Sheet2.	Syntax
Highlighter=IF(Sheet1!A1=Sheet2!A1,To	refer	to	these	cells	from	other	sheets,	just	keep	the	formula	open	and	go	to	the	to-be-referred	cell	from	the	relevant	sheet.	Excel	will	automatically	pick	out	its	reference.	Or	you	can	manually	type	it	as	SheetName	+	!	+	Cell	Reference.	Check	out	this	blog	to	learn	more	about	How	to	Reference	Tab	&	Sheet
Names	in	Excel.	Step	4)	Write	the	value_if_true	as	an	empty	string	().	Syntax	Highlighter=IF(Sheet1!A1=Sheet2!A1,	,Step	5)	As	the	value_if_false,	write	the	following	string:	Syntax	Highlighter"Sheet1:	"	&	Sheet1!A1	&	"	|	"	&	"Sheet2:	"	&	Sheet2!A1	The	first	component	is	a	text	string	(Sheet1:	)	enclosed	in	double	quotation	marks.	Then	an
ampersand	(&)	is	used	to	connect	this	text	string	to	the	value	in	Cell	A1	of	Sheet	1	(Sheet1!A1).	Again,	an	ampersand	(&)	and	the	text	string	(	|	)	to	create	a	comparison	wall	between	the	cell	values	from	both	the	sheets	An	ampersand	&	and	then	the	text	string	(Sheet2:	)	connected	with	the	cell	value	from	Cell	A1	of	Sheet	2	(Sheet2!A1)	using	an	&.
The	text	strings	like	a	vertical	bar	(|)	that	I	have	used	in	the	formula	above	are	discretionary.	You	can	replace	them	with	anything	of	your	liking.	Or	if	you	do	not	want	to	see	how	both	the	values	differ,	you	can	simply	replace	the	value_if_false	with	something	simple	like	Doesnt	Match	or	Different	values	etc.	This	makes	the	IF	function	look	like	below:
Syntax	Highlighter=IF(Sheet1!A1=Sheet2!A1,"","Sheet1:	"&Sheet1!A1&"	|	"&"Sheet2:	"&Sheet2!A1)All	in	all,	this	makes	Excel	check	if	the	value	in	cell	A1	of	Sheet1	is	equal	to	the	value	of	Cell	A1	in	Sheet	2.	If	yes,	good,	you	get	an	empty	text	string.	If	not,	it	will	return	the	value	from	Cell	A1	of	Sheet	1	compared	to	the	value	of	Cell	A1	of	Sheet	2.
Step	6)	Press	Enter.	Step	7)	Drag	this	formula	down	and	towards	the	right	in	line	with	the	dimensions	of	the	dataset	in	both	your	sheets	(our	is	5	columns	and	4	rows)	so	I	am	stretching	this	formula	accordingly.	Tada!	For	all	those	cells	where	the	values	in	both	the	sheets	differ,	Excel	presents	you	with	a	comparison	of	how	both	these	sheets	differ	For
example,	for	Cell	B1,	Excel	says	that	this	cell	from	both	the	sheets	is	different	as	this	cell	from	Sheet1	shows	Blue	and	the	same	cell	from	Sheet2	shows	Ball.	Since	we	have	used	an	absolute	reference	for	Cell	A1,	as	we	drag	the	formula	around	the	cells,	the	cell	reference	updates,	and	all	the	cells	from	the	dataset	are	compared.	How	cool	is	that!
Conditional	formatting	is	used	to	apply	formatting	to	cells	in	Excel	based	on	a	specified	condition.	This	can	be	used	to	compare	two	sheets	to	spot	the	differences	between	them.	I	love	how	this	method	smartly	picks	out	the	differences	between	two	sheets	in	a	blink	I	have	this	data	in	the	first	sheet	of	my	Excel	file	(it	contains	the	personal	details	of	a
couple	of	people).	And	then	in	the	next	sheet,	I	have	the	same	date	(apparently)	but	there	are	some	differences	in	both	these	sheets	that	are	not	evident	just	by	looking	like	that.	The	first	sheet	containing	this	data	is	named	CF	Data	I	and	the	second	sheet	to	which	it	is	being	compared	is	named	CF	Data	II.	Lets	use	conditional	formatting	to	find	out
these	differences.	Step	1)	Go	to	the	sheet	where	you	want	the	differences	highlighted.	Step	2)	Select	the	cells	that	you	want	to	be	compared.	If	you	want	to	compare	the	whole	sheet,	select	any	cell	of	the	sheet	and	press	the	Control	key	+	A	to	select	the	whole	sheet.	Step	3)	Go	to	the	Home	tab	>	Styles	Group	>	Conditional	Formatting	>	New	Rule.
Step	4)	In	the	New	Rule	window,	write	the	following	rule:	Syntax	Highlighter=A1CF	Data	II!A1	When	youre	working	with	large	spreadsheets,	its	easy	to	lose	track	of	changes	between	two	Excel	sheets.	Whether	youre	reviewing	sales	records,	inventory	reports,	or	updated	entries	from	collaborators,	finding	differences	quickly	is	critical.In	this	article,
youll	learn	multiple	ways	to	compare	two	sheets	and	highlight	differences	using	Excels	built-in	tools,	formulas,	and	even	a	simple	macro.	These	methods	work	for	both	simple	and	large	datasets	whether	the	differences	are	in	values,	formatting,	or	structure.Key	TakeawaysSteps	to	compare	two	excel	sheets:	Go	to	View	tab	>>	Click	View	Side	by	Side.
Check	Synchronous	Scrolling	to	scroll	both	sheets	together.	Use	Arrange	All	>>	choose	Vertical	for	better	alignment.	Click	OK.Download	Practice	Workbook	What	Does	Comparing	Excel	Sheets	and	Highlighting	Differences	Mean?Comparing	Excel	sheets	and	highlighting	differences	means	checking	two	datasets	side	by	side	and	marking	where	they
do	not	match.	This	can	involve	differences	in	cell	values,	formulas,	formats,	or	even	missing	entries.For	example,	if	youre	comparing	a	product	list	from	two	different	months,	highlighting	the	differences	can	help	you	quickly	identify	what	was	added,	removed,	or	changed.	Excel	offers	several	ways	to	automate	this	process	visually,	so	you	dont	have	to
manually	check	every	cell.	1View	Side	by	Side	ComparisonThis	method	is	ideal	if	you	want	a	quick,	manual	way	to	scan	and	compare	two	Excel	sheets	without	formulas	or	complex	setup.	It	allows	you	to	place	both	sheets	next	to	each	other,	scroll	them	simultaneously,	and	visually	inspect	differences.In	this	example,	were	comparing	employee	hours	in
two	monthly	reports	with	a	list	of	names	and	hours	worked.	This	method	helps	you	quickly	spot	changes	like	adjustments	in	total	hours	or	new	entries.Steps:	Open	both	Excel	files	(or	same	file	in	two	windows).	Go	to	View	tab	>>	Click	View	Side	by	Side.	Check	Synchronous	Scrolling	to	scroll	both	sheets	together.	Use	Arrange	All	>>	choose	Vertical
for	better	alignment.	Click	OK.This	method	is	best	for	quick	manual	reviews.	2Highlight	Cell	Differences	Using	Conditional	FormattingIf	you	want	Excel	to	automatically	highlight	cells	that	differ	between	two	sheets,	Conditional	Formatting	is	a	smart	choice.	It	uses	a	simple	formula	to	compare	each	cell	in	Sheet1	with	the	same	cell	in	Sheet2,	and
visually	marks	any	mismatches.This	method	works	well	when	both	sheets	share	the	same	structure	and	row	alignment,	making	it	perfect	for	comparing	columns	like	hours	worked,	prices,	or	status	updates.Steps:	Select	range	on	Sheet1	(e.g.,	A2:B11).	Go	to	Home	>>	Conditional	Formatting	>>	New	Rule.	Choose	Use	a	formula	to	determine	which
cells	to	format.	Enter	formula:	Go	to	Format	and	add	a	fill	color.	Click	OK.Now	highlighted	cells	are	marked	in	red	in	Sheet	1	that	differ	from	Sheet	2.	3Use	a	Formula	to	Compare	and	Report	DifferencesWant	a	clean,	text-based	summary	that	clearly	states	what	changed	and	where?	This	method	uses	a	custom	formula	to	compare	two	cells	and	print
the	differences	in	a	third	sheet.Its	helpful	when	you	want	a	separate,	readable	list	of	mismatches	rather	than	visual	highlights	on	the	original	sheets.	The	formula	displays	both	values	side-by-side	when	theres	a	mismatch.Steps:	Create	a	new	sheet	named	Comparison.	In	cell	A2,	enter:	=IF(Sheet1!A1Sheet2!A1,	Sheet1:	&	Sheet1!A1	&	vs	Sheet2:	&
Sheet2!A1,	)	Drag	the	formula	across	and	down	to	cover	the	data	range.Outputs	clear	text	clearly	show	mismatches	between	the	sheets.	4Use	Excels	Inquire	Add-InIf	youre	using	Microsoft	365	or	Excel	Professional	Plus,	the	Inquire	add-in	is	a	built-in	feature	that	generates	a	detailed	comparison	report	between	two	workbooks.It	highlights	differences
in	formulas,	values,	cell	formats,	and	more	in	a	side-by-side	summary,	ideal	for	auditors	or	version	control.	The	results	are	presented	in	a	comprehensive	report	thats	easy	to	review.Steps:	Go	to	File.	Select	Options	at	the	bottom	corner.	Choose	Add-ins	>>	Manage	COM	Add-ins	>>	Go.	Check	Inquire	and	click	OK.	Open	Inquire	tab	in	Ribbon	>>	Click
Compare	Files.	Select	both	workbooks	and	click	OK.Now	you	can	review	detailed	comparisons	in	a	separate	report.	5Highlight	Differences	with	VBAFor	maximum	flexibility,	a	VBA	macro	can	automate	the	entire	comparison	process	and	highlight	all	mismatched	cells	across	two	sheets.This	method	is	especially	useful	when	dealing	with	large	datasets
or	when	you	want	to	customize	how	differences	are	highlighted.	All	it	takes	is	a	simple	script	you	can	reuse	anytime.Steps:	Press	Alt	+	F11	to	open	the	VBA	Editor.	Insert	new	Module	>>	Paste	comparison	macro	script:Sub	HighlightDifferences()	Dim	ws1	As	Worksheet,	ws2	As	Worksheet	Dim	r1	As	Range,	r2	As	Range	Dim	cell1	As	Range,	cell2	As
Range	Dim	diffColor	As	Long	Dim	maxRow	As	Long,	maxCol	As	Long	Dim	i	As	Long,	j	As	Long	'	Set	your	worksheets	Set	ws1	=	ThisWorkbook.Sheets("Sheet1")	Set	ws2	=	ThisWorkbook.Sheets("Sheet2")	'	Set	highlight	color	diffColor	=	RGB(255,	199,	206)	'	light	red	'	Determine	max	used	range	maxRow	=
Application.WorksheetFunction.Max(ws1.UsedRange.Rows.Count,	ws2.UsedRange.Rows.Count)	maxCol	=	Application.WorksheetFunction.Max(ws1.UsedRange.Columns.Count,	ws2.UsedRange.Columns.Count)	'	Loop	through	each	cell	to	compare	For	i	=	1	To	maxRow	For	j	=	1	To	maxCol	Set	cell1	=	ws1.Cells(i,	j)	Set	cell2	=	ws2.Cells(i,	j)	If
cell1.Value	cell2.Value	Then	cell1.Interior.Color	=	diffColor	cell2.Interior.Color	=	diffColor	End	If	Next	j	Next	i	MsgBox	"Comparison	complete.	Differences	highlighted	in	both	sheets.",	vbInformationEnd	SubClick	Run	>>	Run	Sub/Userform	to	highlight	differences.Your	results	will	now	be	visible	in	both	sheets.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsCan	I
compare	sheets	with	different	sizes	or	layouts?Yes,	but	the	accuracy	of	formulas	depends	on	consistent	cell	alignment.	If	layouts	differ,	consider	using	VBA,	or	Inquire	for	more	flexible	comparison	based	on	values	rather	than	positions.How	do	I	remove	highlights	after	comparison?To	remove	highlights,	go	to	Home	>>	Conditional	Formatting	>>



Clear	Rules	>>	choose	Clear	Rules	from	Selected	Cells	or	Entire	Sheet.	This	removes	only	the	formatting,	not	your	original	data.Can	I	compare	values	but	ignore	formatting	differences?Yes,	Conditional	formatting	and	formulas	only	compare	actual	cell	values	not	cell	colors,	borders,	or	fonts.	To	include	formatting	in	the	comparison,	use	the	Inquire
add-in.Can	I	highlight	only	the	rows	that	contain	any	mismatch?Yes,	you	can	adjust	your	conditional	formatting	formula	to	check	entire	rows	and	apply	a	format	if	any	value	differs	across	that	row.	Alternatively,	use	VBA	to	flag	full	rows	instead	of	individual	cells.	Wrapping	upIn	this	tutorial,	we	learned	how	to	compare	two	Excel	sheets	and	highlight
differences	using	various	techniques.	We	covered	simple	Side	by	Side	viewing,	Conditional	Formatting,	custom	formulas,	the	Inquire	add-in,	and	a	VBA	macro	to	automate	cell-by-cell	comparison.	Feel	free	to	download	the	practice	file	and	share	your	thoughts	and	suggestions.	Post	Views:	372	In	this	tutorial,	you	will	learn	a	variety	of	methods	to
compare	Excel	files	and	identify	differences	between	them.	See	how	to	open	two	Excel	windows	side	by	side,	how	to	use	Excel	formulas	to	create	a	difference	report,	highlight	differences	with	conditional	formatting,	and	more.When	you	have	two	similar	Excel	workbooks,	or	better	say	two	versions	of	the	same	workbook,	what's	the	first	thing	you
usually	want	to	do	with	them?	Right,	compare	those	files	for	differences,	and	then	probably	merge	them	into	a	single	file.	In	addition,	workbook	comparison	can	help	you	spot	potential	problems	like	broken	links,	duplicate	records,	inconsistent	formulas	or	wrong	formatting.So,	let's	have	a	closer	look	at	various	methods	to	compare	two	Excel	sheets	or
entire	workbooks	and	identify	differences	between	them.	If	you	have	relatively	small	workbooks	and	a	sharp	eye	for	detail,	this	quick	and	easy	way	to	compare	Excel	files	might	work	well	for	you.	I	am	talking	about	View	Side	by	Side	mode	that	lets	you	arrange	two	Excel	windows	side	by	side.	You	can	use	this	method	to	visually	compare	two
workbooks	or	two	sheets	in	the	same	workbook.	Let's	say	you	have	sales	reports	for	two	months	and	you	want	to	view	both	of	them	simultaneously	to	understand	which	products	performed	better	this	month	and	which	did	better	last	month.To	open	two	Excel	files	side	by	side,	do	the	following:Open	the	workbooks	you	want	to	compare.Go	to	the	View
tab,	Window	group,	and	click	the	View	Side	by	Side	button.	That's	it!By	default,	two	separate	Excel	windows	are	displayed	horizontally.To	split	Excel	windows	vertically,	click	Arrange	All	button	and	select	Vertical:As	the	result,	two	separate	Excel	windows	will	be	arranged	side	by	side,	like	in	the	below	screenshot.If	you	want	to	scroll	through	both
worksheets	simultaneously	to	compare	data	row-by-row,	make	sure	the	Synchronous	Scrolling	option	it	turned	on.	This	option	resides	on	the	View	tab,	in	the	Window	group,	right	under	the	View	Side	by	Side	button,	and	is	usually	turned	on	automatically	as	soon	as	you	activate	View	Side	by	Side	mode.For	more	information	about	using	this	Excel
feature,	please	see	View	Excel	workbooks	side	by	side.	To	view	more	than	2	Excel	files	at	a	time,	open	all	the	workbooks	you	want	to	compare,	and	click	the	View	Side	by	Side	button.	The	Compare	Side	by	Side	dialog	box	will	appear,	and	you	select	the	files	to	be	displayed	together	with	the	active	workbook.To	view	all	open	Excel	files	at	a	time,	click
the	Arrange	All	button	on	the	View	tab,	in	the	Window	group,	and	choose	your	preferred	arrangement:	tiled,	horizontal,	vertical	or	cascade.	Sometimes,	2	sheets	that	you	want	to	compare	reside	in	the	same	workbook.	To	view	them	side	by	side,	perform	the	following	steps.Open	your	Excel	file,	go	to	the	View	tab	>	Window	group,	and	click	the	New
Window	button.	This	will	open	the	same	Excel	file	in	a	different	window.Enable	View	Side	by	Side	mode	by	clicking	the	corresponding	button	on	the	ribbon.Select	sheet	1	in	the	first	window	and	sheet	2	in	the	second	window.	It	is	the	simplest	way	to	compare	data	in	Excel	that	lets	you	identify	cells	with	different	values.	As	the	result,	you	will	have	a
difference	report	in	a	new	worksheet.To	compare	two	Excel	worksheets	for	differences,	just	open	a	new	empty	sheet,	enter	the	following	formula	in	cell	A1,	and	then	copy	it	down	and	to	the	right	by	dragging	the	fill	handle:=IF(Sheet1!A1	Sheet2!A1,	"Sheet1:"&Sheet1!A1&"	vs	Sheet2:"&Sheet2!A1,	"")Due	to	the	we	use	of	relative	cell	references,	the
formula	will	change	based	on	a	relative	position	of	the	column	and	row.	As	the	result,	the	formula	in	A1	will	compare	cell	A1	in	Sheet1	and	Sheet2,	the	formula	in	B1	will	compare	cell	B1	in	both	sheets,	and	so	on.	The	result	will	look	similar	to	this:As	you	can	see	in	the	above	screenshot,	the	formula	compares	2	sheets,	identifies	cells	with	deferent
values	and	displays	the	differences	in	corresponding	cells.	Please	note	that	in	the	difference	report,	dates	(cell	C4)	are	presented	by	serial	numbers	as	they	are	stored	in	the	internal	Excel	system,	which	is	not	very	convenient	for	analyzing	differences	between	them.	To	highlight	cells	that	have	different	values	in	two	sheets	with	the	color	of	your
choosing,	use	the	Excel	conditional	formatting	feature:In	the	worksheet	where	you	want	to	highlight	differences,	select	all	used	cells.	For	this,	click	the	upper	left	cell	of	the	used	range,	usually	A1,	and	press	Ctrl	+	Shift	+	End	to	extend	the	selection	to	the	last	used	cell.On	the	Home	tab,	in	the	Styles	group,	click	Conditional	Formatting	>	New	rule,
and	create	a	rule	with	the	following	formula:=A1Sheet2!A1Where	Sheet2	is	the	name	of	the	other	sheet	you	are	comparing.As	the	result,	the	cells	with	different	values	will	get	highlighted	with	the	selected	color:If	you	are	not	very	familiar	with	Excel	conditional	formatting,	you	can	find	the	detailed	steps	to	create	a	rule	in	the	following	tutorial:	Excel
conditional	formatting	based	on	another	cell	value.As	you	see,	it's	very	easy	to	compare	two	Excel	sheets	by	using	formulas	or	conditional	formats.	However,	these	methods	are	not	well	suited	for	all-round	comparison	because	of	the	following	limitations:They	find	differences	only	in	values,	but	cannot	compare	formulas	or	cell	formatting.They	cannot
identify	added	or	deleted	rows	and	columns.	As	soon	as	you	add	or	delete	a	row	/	column	in	one	sheet,	all	subsequent	rows	/	columns	will	be	marked	as	differences.They	work	on	a	sheet	level,	but	cannot	detect	workbook-level	structural	differences	such	as	sheet	additions	and	deletions.	When	it	comes	to	merging	different	versions	of	the	same	Excel
file,	the	Compare	and	Merge	feature	comes	in	handy.	It	is	especially	useful	when	several	users	collaborate	on	the	same	Excel	workbook	because	it	lets	you	view	the	changes	and	comments	of	all	users	at	a	time.	To	leverage	this	feature,	be	sure	to	do	the	following	preparations:Share	your	Excel	workbook	before	you	make	it	available	to	other	users.To
share	a	workbook,	just	click	the	Share	Workbook	button	on	the	Review	tab,	in	the	Changes	group,	select	the	Allow	Changes	by	More	Than	One	User	box,	and	click	OK.	Allow	Excel	to	save	the	workbook	if	prompted.	Turning	on	the	Track	Changes	feature	shares	the	workbook	automatically.	Each	person	who	makes	any	edits	to	the	shared	workbook
must	save	a	copy	(.xls	or	xlsx	file)	using	a	unique	file	name.Now	that	all	initial	preparations	are	done	properly,	you	are	ready	to	combine	the	copies	of	a	shared	workbook.	Although,	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	feature	is	available	in	all	versions	of	Excel	2010	through	Excel	365,	this	command	is	not	displayed	anywhere	in	Excel	by	default.	To
add	it	to	the	Quick	Access	toolbar,	perform	the	following	steps:Open	the	Quick	Access	drop	down	menu	and	select	More	Commands.In	the	Excel	Options	dialog	box,	select	All	Commands	under	Choose	commands	from.In	the	list	of	commands,	scroll	down	to	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks,	select	it	and	click	the	Add	button	to	move	it	to	the	right-hand
section.Click	OK.	When	all	of	the	users	have	finished	working	with	your	shared	Excel	workbook,	you	can	merge	all	the	copies	into	one	file.Open	the	primary	version	the	shared	workbook.Click	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	command	on	the	Quick	Access	toolbar.	In	the	dialog	box	that	appears,	select	a	copy	of	the	shared	workbook	that	you	want
to	merge.	To	select	several	copies,	hold	the	Shift	key	while	clicking	the	file	names,	and	then	click	OK.	Done!	The	changes	from	each	copy	are	merged	into	a	single	workbook.	To	see	all	the	edits	by	different	users	at	a	glance,	just	do	the	following:Switch	to	the	Review	tab	>	Changes	group,	and	click	Track	Changes	>	Highlight	Changes.	In	the	Highlight
Changes	dialog,	select	All	in	the	When	box,	Everyone	in	the	Who	box,	clear	the	Where	box,	select	the	Highlight	changes	on	screen	box,	and	click	OK.To	point	out	the	row	and	columns	with	differences,	Excel	highlights	the	column	letters	and	row	numbers	in	a	dark	red	color.	At	the	cell	level,	edits	from	different	users	are	marked	with	different	colors.
To	see	who	made	a	specific	change,	just	hover	over	the	cell.Note.	If	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	command	is	greyed	out	in	your	Excel,	most	likely	you	are	trying	to	combine	different	Excel	files.	Please	remember,	the	Compare	and	Merge	Workbooks	feature	allows	merging	only	copies	of	the	same	shared	workbook.	As	you	have	just	seen,
Microsoft	Excel	provides	a	handful	of	features	to	compare	data	in	two	or	more	workbooks.	But	none	of	the	built-in	options	is	sufficient	to	comprehensively	compare	Excel	sheets,	let	alone	entire	workbooks,	spotting	all	the	differences	in	values,	formulas	or	formatting.So,	if	you	need	advanced	and	really	efficient	means	to	compare	two	Excel	files,	then
most	likely	you	would	have	to	use	one	of	the	third-party	tools	specially	designed	for	comparing,	updating	and	merging	Excel	sheets	and	workbooks.	Below	you	will	find	a	quick	overview	of	a	few	tools	that,	in	my	opinion,	are	best	performers	in	this	area.	The	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare	add-in	can	quickly	compare,	merge	and	update	two	Excel	files
saving	you	the	trouble	of	searching	for	differences	manually.If	you	are	looking	for	a	quick	and	reliable	method	to	compare	two	Excel	sheets	or	workbooks,	you	will	certainly	find	helpful	the	following	features	of	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare:Identifying	the	differences	between	two	Excel	sheets.Combining	multiple	Excel	files	into	a	single	version	without
producing	unwanted	duplicates.Highlighting	the	differences	in	both	sheets.Showing	only	the	differences	that	are	relevant	to	your	task.Merging	and	updating	the	sheets.Presenting	detailed	and	easy	to	read	difference	reports.To	get	some	basic	idea	about	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare's	capabilities	and	performance,	let's	carry	out	a	couple	of	field	tests.
Supposing	you	are	organizing	some	event	and,	in	your	Excel	table,	you	gather	information	about	the	participants	such	as	a	participant	name,	arrival	date,	number	of	seats,	etc.	Also,	you	have	a	couple	of	managers	in	direct	contact	with	participants	and	the	database,	and	as	a	result,	you	have	2	versions	of	the	same	Excel	file.Okay,	let's	see	how
efficiently	Synkronizer	can	compare	our	two	sheets	and	identify	differences	between	them.To	run	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare,	go	to	the	Add-ins	tab,	and	click	the	Synchronizer	11	icon.The	Synkronizer	pane	will	show	up	in	the	left	part	of	your	Excel	window,	where	you	do	the	following:Select	2	workbooks	to	compare:	Select	sheets	to	compare.	If	the
selected	workbooks	have	any	sheets	with	the	same	names,	all	those	sheets	will	be	matched	and	automatically	selected	for	comparison	(like	Participants	sheets	in	the	below	screenshot).	Also,	you	can	select	worksheets	manually	or	instruct	the	add-in	to	match	sheets	by	other	criteria,	for	example	by	worksheet	type	-	all,	protected,	or	hidden.	Once
you've	selected	the	sheets,	the	Synkronizer	add-in	will	open	them	side	by	side,	arranged	vertically	or	horizontally,	like	in	Excel's	View	Side	by	Side	mode.	Select	one	of	the	following	comparison	options:Compare	as	normal	worksheets	-	the	default	option	that	works	in	most	cases.Compare	with	link	options	-	if	the	selected	sheets	do	not	contain	any	new
or	deleted	rows	and	columns,	you	can	compare	them	"1	on	1".Compare	as	database	-	recommended	for	comparing	sheets	that	have	a	database	structure.Compare	selected	ranges	-	if	you	do	not	want	to	compare	the	entire	sheets,	define	the	ranges	to	be	compared.Choose	the	content	types	to	be	compared	(optional).On	the	Select	tab,	in	the	Compare
group,	you	can	choose	the	content	type(s)	relevant	to	your	current	task:	Under	Content,	you	can	select	comments	and	names	(in	addition	to	cell	values,	formulas	and	calculated	values	that	are	compared	by	default).Under	Formats,	you	choose	what	cell	formats	such	as	alignment,	fill,	font,	border	etc.The	Filters	option	lets	you	filter	out	differences	that
you	don't	want	to	display.	For	example,	you	can	ignore	case,	leading	or	trailing	spaces,	all	formulas	or	different	formulas	with	the	same	result,	hidden	rows	or	column,	and	more.Finally,	click	the	big	red	Start	button	on	the	ribbon	and	proceed	to	examining	the	results.	Usually	it	takes	Synkronizer	only	a	few	seconds	to	compare	2	sheets	and	present
two	summary	reports	on	the	Results	tab:In	a	summary	report,	you	can	see	all	difference	types	at	a	glance:	changes	in	columns,	rows,	cells,	comments,	formats,	and	names.To	view	the	detailed	difference	report,	just	click	a	specific	difference	type	on	the	summary	report.The	following	screenshot	shows	the	summary	report	(in	the	upper	part	of	the
Results	pane),	and	cell	difference	report	(in	the	lower	part	of	the	pane)	that	were	created	for	our	sample	sheets:Clicking	on	a	difference	in	the	detailed	report	will	select	the	corresponding	cells	on	both	sheets	(the	below	screenshot	shows	just	one	sheet	because	there's	enough	room	to	show	both	:)In	addition,	you	can	create	a	difference	repot	in	a
separate	workbook,	either	standard	or	hyperlinked,	and	jump	to	a	specific	difference	with	a	mouse	click:	If	the	two	Excel	files	you	are	comparing	contain	multiple	sheets,	all	matching	worksheet	pairs	will	be	presented	in	the	summary	report	for	your	perusal:	By	default,	the	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare	add-in	highlights	all	found	differences,	like	in	the
following	screenshot:Yellow	-	differences	in	cell	valuesLilac	-	differences	in	cell	formatsGreen	-	inserted	rowsTo	highlight	only	the	relevant	differences,	click	the	Outline	button	on	the	Results	tab,	and	select	the	required	options:	The	merge	function	is	definitely	one	of	the	most	useful	features	of	the	Synkronizer	Excel	Compare	add-in.	You	can	transfer
individual	cells	or	move	different	columns/rows	from	the	source	to	target	sheet,	and	have	your	primary	sheet	updated	in	seconds.To	update	one	or	more	differences,	select	them	on	the	Synkronizer's	pane	and	click	one	of	the	4	update	buttons	-	the	first	and	last	buttons	update	all	differences,	while	the	2nd	and	3rd	buttons	update	selected	differences
only	(the	button	arrows	indicate	the	transfer	direction):Well,	these	are	the	key	features	of	the	Synkronizer	add-in,	but	there	is	certainly	much	more	to	it.	Want	to	give	it	a	try?	An	evaluation	version	is	available	for	download	here.Synkronizer	is	certainly	worth	your	attention,	but	it's	not	the	only	way	to	compare	files	in	Excel.	A	handful	of	other
comparison	tools	exist,	which	basically	provide	the	same	set	of	features	but	in	different	implementations.	The	latest	version	of	our	Ultimate	Suite	includes	over	40	new	features	and	improvements,	the	most	exciting	of	which	is	Compare	Sheets	-	our	own	tool	to	compare	worksheets	in	Excel.To	make	the	comparison	more	intuitive	and	user-friendly,	the
add-in	is	designed	in	this	way:A	step-by-step	wizard	walks	you	through	the	process	and	helps	configure	different	options.You	can	choose	the	comparison	algorithm	best	suited	for	your	data	sets.Instead	of	a	difference	report,	the	compared	sheets	are	displayed	in	the	Review	Differences	mode	so	that	you	could	view	all	the	differences	at	a	glance	and
manage	them	one-by-one.Now,	let's	try	the	tool	on	our	sample	spreadsheets	from	the	previous	example	and	see	if	the	results	are	any	different.Click	the	Compare	Sheets	button	on	the	Ablebits	Data	tab,	in	the	Merge	group:	The	wizard	will	show	up	asking	you	to	select	the	two	worksheets	you'd	like	to	compare	for	differences.	By	default,	the	entire
sheets	are	selected,	but	you	can	also	select	the	current	table	or	a	specific	range	by	clicking	the	corresponding	button:	On	the	next	step,	you	select	the	comparison	algorithm:No	key	columns	(default)	-	works	best	for	sheet-based	documents	like	invoices	or	contracts.By	key	columns	-	is	appropriate	for	column-organized	sheets	that	have	one	or	more
unique	identifiers	such	as	order	numbers	or	product	ID's.Cell-by-cell	-	best	to	be	used	to	compare	spreadsheets	with	the	same	layout	and	size,	like	balance	sheets	or	year-to-year	reports.Tip.	If	you	are	unsure	which	option	is	right	for	you,	go	with	the	default	one	(No	key	columns).	Whichever	algorithm	you	select,	the	add-in	will	find	all	the	differences,
it	will	only	highlight	them	differently	(entire	rows	or	individual	cells).	On	the	same	step,	you	can	choose	the	preferred	match	type:First	match	(default)	-	compare	a	row	in	Sheet	1	to	the	first	found	row	in	Sheet	2	that	has	at	least	one	matching	cell.Best	match	-	compare	a	row	in	Sheet	1	to	the	row	in	Sheet	2	that	has	the	maximum	number	of	matching
cells.Full	match	only	-	find	rows	in	both	sheets	that	have	exactly	the	same	values	in	all	the	cells,	and	mark	all	other	rows	as	different.	In	this	example,	we	will	look	for	Best	match	by	using	the	default	No	key	columns	comparing	mode:	Finally,	specify	which	differences	to	highlight	and	which	to	ignore,	and	how	to	mark	the	differences.	Cell	formatting	is
important	to	us,	so	we	select	Show	differences	in	formatting.	Hidden	rows	and	columns	are	irrelevant,	and	we	tell	the	add-in	to	ignore	them:	Click	the	Compare	button	and	allow	the	add-in	a	couple	of	minutes	to	process	your	data	and	make	the	backup	copies.	Backups	are	always	created	automatically,	so	you	may	not	worry	about	the	safety	of	your
data.	Once	the	worksheets	are	processed,	they	are	opened	side-by-side	in	a	special	Review	Differences	mode,	with	the	first	difference	selected:On	the	screenshot	above,	the	differences	are	highlighted	with	the	default	colors:Blue	rows	-	rows	that	exist	only	in	Sheet	1	(on	the	left).Red	rows	-	rows	that	exist	only	in	Sheet	2	(on	the	right).Green	cells	-
difference	cells	in	partially	matching	rows.To	help	you	review	and	manage	the	differences,	each	worksheet	has	its	own	vertical	toolbar.	For	the	inactive	worksheet	(on	the	left)	the	toolbar	is	disabled.	To	enable	the	toolbar,	just	select	any	cell	in	the	corresponding	sheet.By	using	this	toolbar,	you	go	through	the	found	differences	one-by-one	and	decide
whether	to	merge	or	ignore	them:As	soon	as	the	last	difference	is	dealt	with,	you	will	be	prompted	to	save	the	workbooks	and	exit	the	Review	differences	mode.If	you	have	not	finished	processing	the	differences	yet	but	would	like	to	take	a	break	for	now,	click	the	Exit	Review	Differences	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	toolbar	and	choose	either	to:Save
the	changes	you've	made	and	remove	the	remaining	difference	marks,	orRestore	the	original	workbooks	from	the	backup	copies.That's	how	you	compare	two	sheets	in	Excel	with	our	tool	(hope	you	liked	it	:)	If	you	are	curious	to	give	it	a	shot,	an	evaluation	version	is	available	for	download	here.	Using	the	xlCompare	utility,	you	can	compare	two	Excel
files,	worksheets,	names	and	VBA	Projects.	It	identifies	added,	deleted	and	changed	data	and	allows	you	to	quickly	merge	differences.	In	addition,	it	provides	the	following	options:Find	duplicate	records	between	two	worksheets	and	remove	them.Update	all	existing	records	in	one	sheet	with	values	from	another	sheet.Add	unique	(new)	rows	and
columns	from	one	sheet	to	another.Merge	all	updated	records	from	one	workbook	to	another.Sort	data	on	the	sheets	by	the	key	column.Filter	the	comparison	results	to	display	differences	or	identical	records.Highlight	comparison	results	with	colors.	With	Change	pro	for	Excel,	you	can	compare	two	sheets	in	desktop	Excel	as	well	as	on	mobile	devices
with	optional	server-based	comparison.	The	key	features	of	this	tool	are:Find	differences	between	2	sheets	in	formulas	and	values.Identify	layout	changes,	including	added	/	deleted	rows	and	columns.Recognize	embedded	objects	such	as	charts,	graphs	and	images.Create	and	print	difference	reports	of	formula,	value	and	layout	differences.Filter,	sort,
and	search	the	difference	report	on	key	changes.Compare	files	directly	from	Outlook	or	document	management	systems.Support	for	all	languages,	including	multi-byte.	Apart	from	desktop	tools	and	utilities,	there	exist	a	number	of	online	services	that	let	you	quickly	compare	two	Excel	sheets	for	differences	without	installing	any	software	on	your
computer.	Probably	it's	not	the	best	solution	in	terms	of	security,	but	if	your	Excel	files	do	not	contain	any	sensitive	information	why	not	use	some	free	online	service	for	immediate	results?For	example,	you	can	try	XLComparator	or	CloudyExcel,	or	find	some	other	similar	services	on	the	net.	This	is	how	the	CloudyExcel	service	looks	like:You	just
upload	the	two	Excel	workbooks	you	want	to	compare,	and	click	the	Find	Difference	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	In	a	moment,	the	differences	in	two	active	sheets	will	get	highlighted	with	different	colors:Well,	this	is	how	you	can	compare	Excel	files	for	differences.	If	none	of	the	solutions	described	in	this	tutorial	is	suitable	for	your	task,	check
out	the	following	resources	that	cover	other	aspects	of	Excel	file	comparison.	And	if	you	know	any	other	ways	to	compare	two	Excel	files,	your	comments	will	be	greatly	appreciated.	I	thank	you	for	reading	and	hope	to	see	you	on	our	blog	next	week!	

How	to	compare	2	excel	files	for	differences.	Excel	2010	compare	two	worksheets.	How	to	compare	two	excel	files	for	differences.	Excel	compare	two	documents.	Excel	compare	two	sheets	for	differences.
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