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As a newcomer to the world of guitar, the array of chords and progressions may seem daunting. Fortunately, there are some progressions available to aid the initial learning process. These simplified patterns can provide a sturdy foundation for further musical growth and development. This piece will demystify these progressions, presenting them in a
manageable and straightforward way. From classic rock rhythms to soothing blues cycles, well break it all down for you. And by the way, as you progress through this list, Ill try to make them a bit more complex. Foundation of countless pop and rock songs, ideal for beginners. The I IV V chord progression is a fundamental sequence in music theory,
often used in a wide variety of genres for its pleasing sonic qualities. Recognized for its proper shift of musical tension and release, it provides beginner guitarists with a simple yet effective way to understand and practice the basics of key, harmony, and tonal transitions. Example: C F G (Key of C) Our first chord progression is the very basic I IVV
structure, also referred to as a 1-4-5 chord progression. Often described as the backbone of popular music, the I-IV-V progression has proven to be incredibly popular in its simplicity and versatility throughout musical history. The I-IV-V progression is especially common in genres such as blues, rock, and pop. In the key of C, which we are using for
demonstration, I, IV, and V would translate to the C major, F major, and G major chords, respectively. This progression basically moves upwards from the root or tonic chord (I or C major in this case) to the fourth (IV or F Major) then to the fifth (V or G major). The movement from the tonic to the fourth and then to the fifth gives songs a kind of uphill-
downhill structure thats pleasing to the ear. Moreover, this pattern ties back to the tonic chord, thus creating a sense of musical completeness and resolution. As a beginner guitarist, the I-IV-V progression offers an easy and efficient way to start learning and understanding the logic behind chord progressions. Since its built from major chords, this
progression has a typically upbeat, happy sound that youll recognize from many popular songs. Mastering this progression is just one of the first steps on your journey into understanding chord structures and theory. With practice, one can play various songs merely by recognizing their I-IV-V pattern and transposing it to the appropriate key. This
chord progression is easy to play and learn, making it ideal for a beginner guitarist, and it opens up a world of possibility for song-learning and song-writing. From rock to pop, country to blues, the I-IV-V progression has proven its worth in the annals of music history and remains a favorite among guitarists of all skill levels. A universal, beginner-
friendly chord progression with a resonating impact. This I-V-vi-IV progression is one of the most common patterns found in pop music, providing a simple yet melodically rich sequence for beginner guitarists. Its mixture of major and minor chords creates an emotional sequence, making it popular among songwriters and a great starting point for
beginners to learn and practice. Example: C G Am F (Key of C) The I V vi IV chord progression, represented in the key of C as C G Am F, is an easy and incredibly popular chord progression used in a wide range of songs across various genres. This chord progression is simple and ideal for beginner guitarists, as it incorporates basic chords that can be
easily mastered. The 1 V vi IV progression creates a perfect foundation for adding embellishments or variations making it a versatile tool for songwriters and composers. This progression is flexible and enables the addition of various melodic and rhythmic inflections. This creates unique sounding music while still maintaining the familiar core
structure. Since it only requires the knowledge of four basic chords, it ensures that beginners can easily practice switching between chords, thus building their chord transition skills. Historically, the I V vi IV sequence has a deep-rooted presence in popular music, dating back to classical music eras. Its popularity in genres such as pop, rock, and even
reggae underscores its versatility and resonance with varied audiences and musical styles. Furthermore, the I V vi IV progression has a unique quality, creating a pleasing and catchy melody that is instantly recognizable and appealing to listeners. This chord progression is truly a gateway, helping beginner guitarists unlock their potential and
creativity in a structured yet accessible way. The fundamental building block of jazz harmony. The ii-V-I progression, also known as 2-5-1, is one of the most common and important chord progressions in music, frequently used in jazz and popular music. It is a key cornerstone for a beginner guitarist as it helps a musician understand fundamental
theories about chords and harmony. Example: Dm G C (Key of C) The ii VI (2-5-1) chord progression is one of the essential progressions that beginner guitarists need to know. This progression, which consists of the second (ii), fifth (V), and first (I) chords in a key, is known as the very basic foundation in most genres of music, especially in jazz.
Despite its association with complex jazz music, the ii V I progression is quite easy to play on the guitar, which is why it is great for beginners to understand and practice. The history of the ii V I progression stretches back to the development of western classical music and can be found extensively throughout Baroque, Classical, and Romantic-era
compositions. This historical footprint gives the progression a timeless quality and demonstrates its fundamental role in shaping musical sound. Turning to jazz, the ii V I progression became even more prevalent, anchoring many standards and forming the basis for countless improvisations. In the key of C, the ii V I progression would be Dm G C. As a
beginner guitarist, understanding how the chords within this progression relate to one another, both in terms of sound and finger placement, can significantly enhance your playing ability. When practicing this progression, try to listen for the musical journey the chords take you on this journey from dissonance, through tension, to resolution is one of
the fundamental concepts in music. Start slow, and make sure each chord is ringing out clearly before speeding up or adding in any rhythmic elements. Breaking it down, you can practice the Dm chord in isolation first, followed by the transition to the G and then from the G to the C. Working on each piece of the progression separately ensures you
can transition smoothly and accurately between chords before putting the entire progression together. Your end goal should be to move fluidly from the Dm, to the G, and then to the final C chord without any break in rhythm or hesitation. With practice, the ii V I progression can open up a world of song possibilities and can serve as a fundamental
building block in your growth as a guitarist. This progression forms the backbone of countless pop and rock songs. This chord progression, I vi IVV, is one of the most popular and enduring in music, known for its balanced, pleasing sound. Its an excellent progression for beginner guitarists to learn due to its simple structure, and it can be the
backbone of a wide variety of songs across many genres. Example: C Am F G (Key of C) Most beginners find chord progression a daunting task, but the I vi IV 'V (1-6-4-5) is often viewed as one of the easy chord progressions for any beginner guitarist to grasp. Given the often complex site of many chords for a beginner, it is a nice surprise to encounter
a progression such as this that is easier to handle. The I vi IV V (1-6-4-5) progression is simple and easy to understand, but carries a full, rich sound that makes it popular in many types of music. Its also very conducive to improvisation, making it a favorite among guitarists from a variety of genres. One of the important aspects that make I vi IV V (1-6-
4-5) progression easy for beginners is its remarkable consistency, regardless of the key youre playing it in. This means that once you have mastered this progression in one key, you can easily apply it to other keys. Another feature that makes this progression an excellent starting point for beginners is that it uses four of the most common chords found
in popular music: the tonic (I), the relative minor (vi), the subdominant (IV) and the dominant (V). This combination of chords provides a versatile and melodious structure that is pleasing to the ear. Widely used by iconic musicians throughout history, the I vi IV V (1-6-4-5) progression has been instrumental in creating some of the most memorable
songs in music. For any beginner finding their path in the world of guitar playing, having a grasp of this progression is like acquiring a crucial tool for their toolbox. It is a progression that enables them to understand the foundation of numerous songs and provides them with the framework to create their own. While there always remain plenty to
learn and master on the guitar, knowing a few essential progressions such as I vi IV V (1-6-4-5) is a helpful step to bridging the gap between a beginner and an intermediate player. By understanding and practicing this easy chord progression, any beginner can improve their guitar playing skills and gain confidence on their musical journey. This
progression brings a soulful balance to beginner guitarist tunes. This is a basic, but powerful chord progression used often in pop and rock music, giving a satisfying sense of resolution and conclusion. The progression, vi-IV-I-V, starts with the sixth chord, moves to the fourth, returns home to the first chord, and then amps up the drama with a trip to
the fifth before starting all over again. Example: Am F C G (Key of C) The vi IVIV (6-4-1-5) chord progression is a progression that is designed in such a manner to supply a harmonious explosion of musical notes. This chord progression, broken down into the Am F C G in the key of C, or otherwise numerically represented as vi IVIV (6-4-1-5), is a
testament to the genius of music. The dynamics of this progression plays a magnificent role in creating beautiful melodies. This is because it balances between minor and major chords, generating a contrasting yet complementary mixture of musical emotions. Following the aforementioned quote, the balance achieved between the minor and major
chords in this progression results in a very compelling output. Undeniably, it opens up a plethora of musical avenues for any aspiring beginner guitarist. The utilization of this chord progression dates back many years, and it has had an indelible impact on contemporary music. Its history is etched in countless songs across numerous genres. On the
basis of its simplicity, the vi IV IV (6-4-1-5) progression is highly recommended for beginner guitarists. The ease of playing this chord sequence only elevates its appeal, thereby allowing novice musicians to produce a rich variant of sounds. In the effort to play this progression, the transition between chords is vital. It paves the way for the smooth shift
from one chord to the next, contributing to the rhythm of a song. Considering its ability to be worked into various musical styles and genres, it offers a sea of possibilities for new guitarists to explore their creativity. From rock ballads and pop anthems to country tunes and blues, the application of this chord progression is virtually endless. Its
adaptability and elasticity, as well as the perennial popularity of the vi IV I V (6-4-1-5) chord progression, make it an integral element in the world of music. No discussion on this chord progression would be complete without mentioning its role in melody formation. Hinging on the root chord helps in composing charming and captivating melodies for
any piece. Cherished by music enthusiasts and revered by musicians, the vi IVIV (6-4-1-5) chord progression epitomizes the allure and magic of music composition. While the sophistication and complexity of music theory may be intimidating for a beginner, this chord progression serves as a reassuring testament to the beauty of simplicity. Ideal
progression, granting beginners a simple journey through fundamental chords. The I-IV-V-IV chord progression is a simple yet powerful sequence commonly used across various genres of music. Its a great starting point for beginner guitarists as it involves only three basic chords, allowing them to get comfortable with chord transitions while creating
pleasing, recognizable harmonies. Example: C F G- F(Key of C) Learning chord progressions is a critical part of mastering the guitar. Not only does it help in understanding the structure of songs, but it also provides a roadmap for crafting your melodies. In this section, we will focus on the progression I IV V IV (1-4-5-4) also known as C Major F Major
G Major F Major in the Key of C. This progression is one of the fundamental sequences in music and is part of countless popular songs across varying genres. Popularized by blues musicians, the I IV V IV progression has an enduring legacy in the world of guitar music. The blues genre, deeply rooted in the African-American history, utilized this
progression dramatically, leading to its wide recognition and use. Over time, it also found its way into rock, country, and even pop music, influencing countless musicians and shaping the sound of modern music. This progressions simplicity and versatility are what make it so commonly used, especially for beginner guitarists. The chords in this
progression, C major, F major, and G major, are all easy to play, and transitioning between them is straightforward, even for newcomers to the instrument. Furthermore, the repetitive pattern of going back to the IV chord (F major) adds a familiar and comforting rhythm to the progression, perfect for beginners. As aspiring guitarists, practicing this
progression improves your technical skills and boosts your understanding of musical structures and songwriting methods. Remember, knowledge of chord progressions is not just about strumming a series of chords but interpreting and expressing music in its most profound sense. A classic, versatile chord progression ideal for beginner guitarists. The
ii-vi-I-V progression is a simple yet versatile sequence that is fundamental to many different genres of music, making it perfect for beginner guitarists. This progression consists of four chords: the minor supertonic, minor submediant, major tonic, and dominant, offering a smooth and predictable pattern while still providing a rich harmonic foundation.
Example: Dm Am C G (Key of C) The ii vi I V chord progression (2-6-1-5 in the Key of C, for instance) is an incredibly versatile and easy-to-play progression that can be a great starting point for beginner guitarists. This commonly used progression, represented in the key of C as D minor (Dm), A minor (Am), C major (C), and G major (G), is a staple in a
variety of musical genres, from rock and pop to jazz and blues. Historically, the ii vi I V progression was heavily utilized in the Baroque period of music, but it has certainly stood the test of time. One can easily recognize these harmonic movements in countless songs from the past several decades. As a beginner guitarist, the ii vi I V progression is
particularly accessible due to the minimal movement required between chord shapes, especially in the open position. Whereas some progressions may require a significant amount of finger stretching or difficult bar chords, the 2-6-1-5 progression can be played using primarily open chord shapes, making it a great introduction to chord progression
practice for beginners. Given that all four chords in this progression are in the key of C, this allows the player to produce a harmonious sound without having to navigate complex chord changes. From this quote, its clear to see just how suitable this progression is for beginners. Having all chords within the same key not only simplifies the playing but
it also provides a firm foundation for understanding music theory, specifically harmonics within a key. Once comfortable with the chord shapes and transitions in the key of C, you might start exploring the same progression in different keys. Moreover, one of the advantages of the ii vi I V progression is that it loops quite seamlessly, allowing for
continuous play and practice without abrupt stops or changes in pattern. The ii vi I V progression (2-6-1-5) is not just for beginner guitarists; its simplicity and versatility make it a valuable tool in the repertoire of any musician. The progressions historical relevance and ease-of-play makes it a popular choice in many popular modern and classical music
genres. As your skill and comfortability with this progression improve over time, youll find ways to incorporate it and experiment with it in your own music, potentially creating a delightful array of melodies and harmonies. A staple progression, perfect for beginners to practice transitions. This progression, I IV ii V, is a beginner-friendly sequence
commonly used in many popular songs across several genres. Often known as the 1-4-2-5 progression, it provides an easy and memorable structure for any novice guitarist to learn, practice, and apply in their own music making. Example: C F Dm G (Key of C) The I IV ii V is one of the popular and easy chord progressions that any beginner guitarist
should master. This 1-4-2-5 progression is a vital knowledge in the realm of music, particularly for those playing the guitar. Quite like the universal language of mankind, music has defined and recognizable patterns that seem to touch the hearts of many, and the I IV ii V progression falls perfectly into this category. An interesting fact about this chord
progression is its innate ability to create a pleasant and harmonious tune that engages listeners. Transformed into the concrete form of guitar chords such as C F Dm G, when in the key of C, the design of the I IV ii V progression becomes visually and audibly clear. This conceptual illustration provides handy guide for beginners. Navigating the
fretboard can be less overwhelming and the chords can be learned smoothly. The history of chord progressions is an integral part of the grand narrative of music itself. The real advent of progressions can be traced back to the age of classical music, where the greats like Mozart and Beethoven utilized progression-like structures to create some of the
infamous symphonies that we know today. Fast forward to the era of rock n roll or even modern pop, the I IV ii V progression has been commonly used to construct some of the most popular songs over the past decades. Despite its simplistic nature, the 1-4-2-5 progression offers unlimited potential to create riveting and enjoyable music. The wonder of
music lies in its limitless boundaries for innovation and the I IV ii V progression is no exception to this universal law of music. A smooth, beginner-friendly progression with a comforting resolution. The vi V IV I chord progression, commonly referred to as 6-5-4-1, is a simple and popular sequence often used in a variety of music genres. Its simplicity
and melodic resonance makes it ideal for amateur guitarists as they start to explore different sequences and develop their playing skills. Example: Am G F C (Key of C) The vi VIV I (6-5-4-1) progression, commonly known as the six-four-one-five, is a popular approach in many genres of music, not just in the realm of rock and pop but also in blues,
country, and jazz. This easy and memorable chord progression offers a solid structure for song composition, which can be readily adapted to match diverse moods and themes. One of the reasons this progression is so popular is because it is incredibly easy to play, even for beginner guitarists. In simpler terms, for those playing in the key of C, the vi V
IV I progression equates to the chords Am G F C. This gives the guitar player an opportunity to gain comfort with a variety of key chords. Additionally, the movement between these chords is minimal, which allows the guitarist to transition smoothly and easily. As for its musical history, it has been used extensively in 20th-century pop and rock music.
This chord progression is commonly found in many hit songs, and its popularity continues to endure in current music trends. It is important to note, however, that while the vi V IV I progression can certainly stand on its own, many artists and composers will often mix it with other chord progressions to create a more complex musical tapestry. This
does not take away from the simplicity of the progression itself, but adds another layer of depth and intricacy to the composition. The vi V IV I progression is a tried-and-true foundation upon which many guitarists have built their songwriting and performing skills. Not only does it provide an easy introduction to chord transitions for beginner
guitarists, but it also introduces them to a key aspect of music theory and composition. Ultimately, mastering this progression can open up an entirely new world of musical possibilities. By understanding it, trying it out, and getting the hang of it, beginner guitarists are taking a significant step towards developing their overall musical prowess.
Simple, classic progression ideal for novice guitarists to practice. This progression, IVI IV V, is a simple yet effective combination of chords that is perfect for beginners learning the guitar, ensuring they get a hold of rhythm and technique. The transition from the subdominant 4th chord to the tonic 1st, then back again and ending with the dominant
5th chord, instills a sense of harmony and melodic structure, forming the backbone of countless songs across various genres. Example: F C F G (Key of C) One of the simplest and most commonly used chord progressions in popular music is IVI IV V. Its an excellent progression to start any beginner guitarists journey. Also known as the 4-1-4-5
progression, this arrangement of chords often serves as the backbone for many well-known songs. The progression is easy to play, allowing beginners to become more comfortable with their guitar while also providing a solid foundation of timing and chord changing skills. Hence, this popular progression is effectively suited to guide the guitarist
through the process of learning, reinforcing the fundamental chord shapes, and reinforcing the skill of changing chords smoothly. With practice, this progression enables the learner to form a solid basis of playing rhythm in any music genre. The beauty of the IV I IV V progression is not just easy to play, but its rhythmic simplicity is loved and
appreciated by artists and listeners alike. Because of the simplicity and versatility of the IV I IV V progression, not only have they remained prevalent in music over many decades but they have been the foundation of countless classic songs. This progression is, indeed, a historical constant across a wide range of genres from rock to pop, from blues to
country. In the hands of any creative musician, the IV I IV V progression becomes a powerful tool that can be used to write songs that are simultaneously fresh, yet familiar. IVI IV V has a friendly, inviting quality, making songs with its structure particularly suitable for large live shows and intimate performances alike because of its ability to connect
with the listeners on a deeply personal level. A classic, smooth transition ideal for beginner guitarists exploration. The I-vi-ii-V chord progression, known as the 1-6-2-5, is a simple yet versatile series of chords that is perfect for beginner guitarists to practice and master. It is commonly used in various genres of music and learning it can provide a great
basis for understanding fundamental principles of harmony and chord movement. Example: C Am Dm G (Key of C) The chord progression of I vi ii V (1-6-2-5) is often regarded as an essential and simple progression that every beginner guitarist should understand and practice. Its known for being relatively easy to play, especially for those who are just
starting their journey with the instrument. Bearing a rich history, this chord progression is successful in creating a pleasing harmony that resonates with listeners. Notably, the chord progression of I vi ii V has been used in many hit songs, proving its popularity among songwriters and musicians alike. The relevance of this progression within popular
music further emphasizes its appeal and importance. Its frequently applied in various genres and styles of music, giving it a wide-scale appeal that has continued to endure through the ages. Furthermore, this specific chord progression features the dominance of the I (tonic) chord, which helps in establishing a robust tonal center. Transitioning from
this chord to other chords within the progression creates a dynamic and engaging melodic movement. Learning this progression is not just about mastering these specific chords but also understanding how chords interact and flow together to create a cohesive musical phrase. Recognizing these patterns and chord relationships is a vital skill for any
budding guitarist or songwriter. The I vi ii V (1-6-2-5) chord progressions versatility contributes significantly to its continuing prominence in popular music. It offers a solid foundation from which beginners can work and experiment, encouraging further exploration of chord progressions and guitar playing in general. Its simplicity and pleasing sound
make it an excellent starting point for those who are picking up the guitar for the first time and navigating their way around the fretboard. Given the versatility and simplicity of the I vi ii V (1-6-2-5) chord progression, its continued usage in songs across different genres is not surprising. A beginner-friendly progression that provides variety beyond the
norm. The ii-I-V-IV chord progression is a fundamental sequence used in various genres of music, notable for its simplicity yet distinct sound. Ideal for beginner guitarists, this progression forms a harmonic foundation thats easy to master, offering a solid basis to build upon and experiment with more complex pieces. Example: Am G D C (Key of G) The
chord progression ii I VIV (2-1-5-4), or in the key of G, Am G D C, is a fantastic place to start for any beginner guitarist. Used frequently in a variety of genres, this progression provides an excellent foundation for learning and understanding chord relations. This chord progression, Am G D C, has a rich history in music, marking its presence in a
myriad of classic and contemporary songs. Some may argue that knowing the lineage of a chord progression intimates a deeper understanding of its application. The rich history of this chord progression is vast and varied, ranging from the bluesy rhythms of the mid-20th century to the pop tunes of today. Notably, this progression has maintained its
relevance across eras, bearing witness to the ever-evolving landscape of musical expression. Ease of play is one of the fundamental reasons why this progression is recommended for beginners. The sequence of Am G D -C does not involve complex finger positioning or challenging transitions between the chords. By learning this progression, the
beginner guitarist also gains the ability to play along with countless songs, fostering quick gratification that can help maintain momentum in learning to play. Owning the confidence to play a well-known song can be a powerful motivator for any beginner guitarist, affirming their progress and encouraging continued practice. Is the 2-1-5-4 progression
in the key of G simple? Yes. Does it carry a wealth of musical heritage and potential for experimentation? Most definitely. Therefore, learning this chord progression not only teaches a beginner how to navigate the guitar but also instills a sense of the rich musical heritage they are now part of. Perfect chord progression for beginners seeking a catchy
tune. The IV V I vi progression is a popular and fundamental sequence often found in various genres such as pop, rock, and classical music. Its an ideal starting point for beginners on guitar, providing a simple yet versatile foundation for exploring songwriting, improvisation, and the basics of music theory. Example: C D G Em (Key of G) The IVV I vi
chord progression (4-5-1-6), specifically in the key of G Major (C Major, D Major, G Major, E Minor), is a great starting point for any beginner guitarist. Due to its simplistic nature, this chord progression is an ideal choice for beginners trying to familiarize themselves with the guitar and the concept of chord progressions. One of the reasons these
chord progressions are perfect for beginners is because of the natural flow of the chords from one to another. Historically, the IV V I vi progression dates back centuries and is one of the most common progressions used in western music. This popularity isnt without merit these chord progressions have a definitive sound that is harmonically pleasing
to the ear. In this progression, the IV V I creates a harmonically complete phrase, the vi chord then expands on that. The addition of the vi chord, the E minor in this case, provides a dramatic juxtaposition to the otherwise perfect cadential ending. The striking contrast between the major and minor chords creates an interesting dynamic, adding
emotional depth to the piece of music. The progression seamlessly blends a mix of major and minor chords, producing an inherently satisfying and complete sound to the listener. Furthermore, these chords are all found within the same diatonic scale, making them easy to navigate on the fretboard. A harmonious journey from brightness to
melancholy, perfect for beginners. This chord progression, I-IV-vi-V, is a common and easy sequence ideal for beginner guitarists to learn and familiarize themselves with. It provides a melodic and uplifting sound, often used in various genres such as pop and rock, making it versatile for practice and performance. Example: C F Am G (Key of C) The I
IV vi V (1-4-6-5) chord progression is considered one of the fundamental foundations in Western music, particularly in the popular music genre. This chord progression, often referred to as the pop-punk progression, has a rich history, tracing back to the classical era and up to the present day. It is prevalent across various genres such as pop, rock,
punk, and even in country music, making it a valuable asset for any beginner guitarist. The progressions simplicity and versatility make it easy for any beginner guitarist to pick up and implement across a range of musical styles and genres. Its simplicity stems from the fact that it only involves four basic chords, typically the C,F,Am,G (in the key of C)
for many popular songs. From a beginners perspective, these chords are easy to master The I-IV-vi-V progressions versatility stems from its ability to evoke different moods and feelings, depending on the rhythm, tempo, and how the chords are voiced. Moreover, its ubiquitous nature in popular music means that beginners can apply this progression
in playing numerous songs, thereby enhancing their musical repertoire. One might see the versatility of this chord progression as an indicator of its effectiveness. Even if beginners only know this progression, they can still play a large number of songs across various genres, allowing them to keep growing and having fun while they learn. As an
aspiring guitarist familiarizes themselves with this chord progression, they develop their guitar skills as they navigate through the fretboard with ease. They can gradually build up the speed at which they shift from one chord to the next, and even incorporate additional techniques to amplify their performance. While this progressions origins can be
traced back to classical music, its evolution over time and its enduring presence in modern music testify to its timeless appeal. This progression offers a melancholy twist, perfect for aspiring balladeers. The iv-I-V-vi chord progression is a commonly used sequence in popular music that transitions from the minor subdominant (iv) to the tonic (I),
dominant (V), and then submediant (vi). This progression produces a unique melodic sound that is beginner-friendly, capable especially of producing a range of emotions from sad to uplifting, making it a great starting point for any newbie guitarist. Example: Fm Bb Eb Gm (Key of Bb) The chord progression iv I V vi (4-1-5-6), which in the Key of Bb is
Fm Bb Eb Gm, is one of the easiest and most recognizable progressions for any beginner guitarist. This progression is especially easy to play because it consists of only four chords and those chords are fairly straightforward to form on the guitar. Moreover, these chords can be played in an open position, which allows the beginner guitarist to focus
more on their strumming technique rather than on their finger placement. Furthermore, this progression is widely used in popular music, making it an excellent choice for those looking to learn songs they recognise. This progression has a rich history, being used in countless songs across various genres. Its universal appeal and accessibility have
contributed significantly to its popularity. Moreover, because it is used so frequently, it provides a great foundation for learning other, more complex progressions. One prime example of a song that uses this progression is Leonard Cohens famous piece, Hallelujah. In this song, the Fm Bb Eb Gm progression is used to create a soothing and
melancholic mood which complements the songs lyrics perfectly. So, whether youre a budding guitarist looking for easy-to-play chord progressions or an aspiring songwriter seeking to understand the fundamentals of composition, this progression is a perfect starting point! Finally, remember that playing the guitar is not just about mastering chord
progressions, its also about enjoying the process and expressing yourself through music. No matter where you are in your guitar journey, the 4-1-5-6 progression is a great tool to have in your arsenal, and with practice, it will surely become second nature. This progression provides a simple, yet melodically interesting foundation for beginners. This
chord progression is simple yet effective, starting on the dominant (V), stepping back to the sub-dominant (IV), before resolving on the tonic (I), and finally adding a touch of contrast with the supertonic (ii). Its a popular progression thats great for beginners to practice, providing a solid foundation and versatility across multiple genres. Example: G F
C Dm (Key of C) The 16th section chord blocks an interesting progression of chords labeled as V IV I ij, in the key of C this will be G F C Dm; this quite an characteristic chord sequence to dissect and understand. Primarily, its crucial to grasp the concept that chord progression, in essence, is the foundation of any song. Plenty of renowned songs from
various genres often utilize this specific chord progression due to its simplicity yet dramatic emotional appeal. Moreover, learning this chord progression aids in adding versatility to your musical pallet as it can be utilized in a wide array of genres spanning from blues, country, pop, and even rock. The touch of simplicity in this progression offers
endless opportunities to explore and experiment with unique strumming patterns or even finger picking routines, which is another reason why this progression is beginner friendly. Beyond the technical standpoint, practicing this progression can also aid in developing an essential aspect for any musician, which is the understanding of how varying
chords interact and correspond with each other. Furthermore, although the sequence of chords is easy to play, it still demands precise finger positioning and a consistent strumming technique for achieving a seamless and rhythmic guitar play. The learning curve for most beginners when engaging with this progression tends to be quite expedited
given the simplicity and familiarity of the chords involved. It is meritorious to note that versatility of the chord progression, V IV 1 ii, is what gives it its timeless appeal and widespread application. A foundational progression, perfect for starting your guitar journey. The ii-IV-V-I progression is a simple, yet versatile sequence that is a great starting
point for any beginner guitarist. It provides a solid foundation for understanding basic chord relationships and transitions, and can be used in many styles of music, ranging from pop and rock to jazz and country. Example: Dm F G C (Key of C) The chord progression ii IV V I (2-4-5-1), also known as the 2-5-1 progression, is a fundamental building block
in many genres of music, particularly in jazz. It is essential for any beginner guitarist due to its simplicity and widespread use in popular music. Bearing the key of C in mind, this progression ladders Dm (the ii chord), F (the IV chord), G (the V chord), and C (the I chord). More than being easy to play, this progression is highly versatile, providing a
solid foundation for creating countless tunes. This progression is an ideal learning tool for beginner guitarists because it allows them to understand better chord relationships. Such a statement stands because, upon learning and mastering it, neophyte strummers gain insights into the way chords interact with each other melodic-wise, offering
numerous opportunities for self-expression. It also serves to tune their ears into common chord sequences frequently employed in music. The ii IV V I progression has a rich history, used across diverse styles such as pop, rock, blues, jazz, and classical music, each of which had adapted and played around with it to fit specific musical contexts. Its been
highly favored and continually employed since its introduction due to its inherent musicality and the pleasing tension and resolution it provides. Serving as the cornerstone of many timeless hits, its importance in our musical history cannot be overlooked. This is the reason why its a must-learn for anyone aspiring to master the guitar; knowledge of
this progression provides them with a solid basis from which they can start exploring more complex chords and progressions. Yet, while it is simple to play, mastering the ii IV V I progression requires time and practice. Like any musical ability, precision comes only with consistent practice and understanding its theory and application. In doing so,
beginner guitarists can ensure a smooth musical journey, armed with a fundamental chord progression that will aid them as they delve deeper into the art of guitar playing. Thereby proving that the ii IV V I chord progression is not just a piece of musical history, but a significant and valuable tool for musical growth and creativity. Studying these
chord progressions I IVV (1-4-5), [ V vi IV (1-5-6-4), ii V I (2-5-1), etc. represents dipping into the timeless well of musical tradition. These sequences found ubiquity for a reason they offer a pleasing and satisfying assortment of sounds to human ears. These common progressions experienced in various genres help bind music together, creating shared
thematic threads across diverse compositions. They reflect not just a history of music but the commonality of human emotional expression. Therefore, understanding and utilizing such progressions is pivotal for anyone aiming to excel in the field of music. Ultimately, they are fundamental patterns that constitute the basic building blocks of music and
are indispensable tools for musicians.In love with guitars, and gear; expert in all things music! Been writing about guitars for about 5 years and counting. Born in the 90s. Alma Mater: University of Havana. Always curious, trying to understand the world. #TeamFender As a beginner guitarist, coming up with chord progressions all on your own can be
tricky. And while its always good to be creative and play around, knowing some common chord progressions can give you a powerful tool to understand the structure of some of the most popular songs while also giving you the ability to apply them in your own songwriting.Thats why were about to share many easy chord progressions thatll help you
add hundreds and hundreds of songs to your repertoire. But before that, heres a quick rundown on the theory around progressions to help you make more sense of whats to follow. Guitar Chord Progression 101In its simplest form, a chord progression is the foundation of a song. It is a particular sequence of chords, usually in the same scale or key,
uppercase and lowercase letters. The uppercase stand for major chords, while lowercase is minor.The I is the root note, and a major chord is made up of the I, III, and V notes, whereas a minor chord is made up of the I, IV, and V notes. We name the chord after the root note. So in a C chord, the root note of the chord is a C. So as we discussed above,
a C major chord will include the root note C, the III, an E note, and the IV, a G note. So in a chord progression, we typically start with the root chord. Its also the tonic chord and tells you which key youre in and whether its minor or major. If the root chord is C, then youre in C major.Many instructors out there will tell you that the chord progression
consists of chords in the same scale, but thats not always the case. However, for the sake of simplicity, a majority of popular music features chord progressions on the same scale. As you build your chord vocabulary with time, you will learn to draw outside the lines and borrow interesting chords from other scales or keys that work for you!List of Easy
Chord Progressions for Beginners 1. C G Am F Progression I V vi IVImagine this: A chord progression that lets you play thousands of the catchiest records in the history of music. Wouldnt you want to learn it right away? Well, this is it. The I V vi IV progression has been favored by music icons throughout the decades for its ability to boost the energy
levels of a song. Why? I think its got something to do with the fantastic contrasting sound that comes off from the four chords being the opposites of each other. The C-G-Am-F progression is also incredibly diverse, driving somber pieces like Bob Marleys No Woman No Cry and Adeles Someone Like You to straight-up punk rock on Green Days When I
Come Around.Its amazing how many tunes youll be able to add to your repertoire by simply learning this progression. If you need more proof of its versatility, just check out Axis of Awesomes Four Chord Song. The Aussie comedy musical trio churns out 36 famous songs in a medley using the same chord progression as this one.While learning this
progression, try playing each chord four times and then pacing yourself. Add it to your daily practice routine to master the switching even at a faster tempo. Remember, not all the songs will be in the same key. I recommend getting yourself a capo to jam along with the original records, no matter the key. If youre looking for easy guitar chord
progressions, this is a great one to try.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Beast of Burden (The Rolling Stones), Im Yours (Jason Mraz), Hey Soul Sister (Train). 2. G C D Progression I IV VAs a beginner, you might have already learned the conventional way to play the G major, C major, and D major chords separately. Its now time to bring them
together to form one of the most popular chord progressions ever. Perfecting the I IV V progression will allow you to play thousands of tunes across genres, including blues, rock, and folk.If youve already mastered the standard version of these three open chords, it should be pretty straightforward, right? Well, not exactly. I am not saying that the
progression is out of the beginners zone, but switching from one chord to another can get pretty tricky. However, by making a few tweaks, you can make the transition much smoother.The conventional G chord is played by placing the tip of the middle finger on the third fret on the thickest E or sixth string, the first finger on the second fret of the fifth
string, and the ring finger on the third fret of the first string. But if you move the ring finger up to the second string third fret and put your pinky on the first string third fret, this will make switching to the C major chord much quicker and easier. Because now, all you need is to move the first and middle fingers down while keeping the others in the
same position. Now complete the transition by keeping your third finger in its position and moving the others to form a D chord.Youll notice the chord voicings to be slightly different in this arrangement, and also, the alternate arrangement of the C chord here is actually Cadd9. But dont worry. You wont be playing this chord progression any different
than what bands and musicians have been doing for years.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Sweet Home Alabama (Lynyrd Skynyrd), Leaving on a Jet Plane (John Denver), Brown Eyed Girl (Van Morrisson). 3. C Am F G Progression I vi IV VThis chord progression is also known as the 50s progression for being widely used in the 1950s and the
early 1960s. The cyclical progression also became a permanent feature in doo-wop music an R&B genre known for its group harmonies and melodic rhythms. If I were to apply it to the C major scale, the I vi IV V formula would look like C Am- F G.Its one of the simplest progressions where all you need are four basic chords based on an easy scale. If
you use this Nashville Numbering on another scale, say G major, the sequence would then become G D Em C an equally popular progression that Ill get into in a bit. While playing the Doo-wop, its important to emulate the tracks steady rhythm. You could begin with quarter notes. Another trick to simplify this progression is by swapping the F barre
chord with the Fmaj7.All in all a recognizable sequence thatll allow you to play tons of classic tunes. To sample how amazingly well the doo-wop progression sounds in the dreamy vocal ballads of the 50s and 60s, check out the list of songs below.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Blue Moon (Elvis Presley), All I Have to Do is Dream (The
Evelyn Brothers), Lonely This Christmas (Mud). 4. Am F C G Progression i VI III VIIAm-F-C-G is another chord progression thats a must-learn to build a good chord progression vocabulary. It follows the i VI III VII formula, kicking off with a minor chord, unlike the others on the list so far. This chord progression can also be seen as vi [IVIV, where A
minor is the vi chord if the song is in the key of C major.If the track youve picked uses this as the main chord progression, then i VI III VII would be more accurate than if it were just one chord progression in a bigger progression in a major key.The sequence begins with a minor chord, but the three major chords that follow it add versatility. Youll find
this progression in soft ballads like Apologize by One Republic to catchy pop earworms such as Cheap Thrills by Sia. Playing the F major as a barre chord might feel daunting. In that case, just put the first finger on the second string first fret and use the ring and pinky finger to play the fifth and fourth strings of the third fret. This way, youll avoid
playing the scary F chord and transition smoothly to the C chord.Its fascinating how Am F C G doesnt sound like C G Am F despite having the same chords and being structured in the same order. Theres a difference in the overall vibe because one is set in a minor key while the other begins with a major key.Popular Songs That Use This Progression:
Save Tonight (Eagle Eye Cherry), 21 Guns (Green Day), Fall For Youl (Second Hand Serenade). 5. C Am Dm G Progression I vi ii VThe I vi ii V is a beautiful progression found in many jazz compositions and contemplative ballads. The presence of two minor chords is effective at stirring up the listeners emotions. The most popular example of this
progression is C-Am-Dm-G. When you play it, youll notice a change in tonality with each transition, starting with C major to A minor.Its also the most common chord progression that utilizes the circle of fifths rule. The circle of fifths is a musical theoretical concept widely used by legends like Bach, Handel, and Vivaldi in their compositions. Being a
part of many iconic classical pieces has attuned Western ears to the harmonically strong fifths progressions. You can find this chord sequence in action in the tracks below. If youre looking for common chord progressions, this is an excellent one to learn.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Hungry Heart (Bruce Springsteen), Sherry (The Four
Seasons), Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas (Judy Garland). 6. C F Progression I IVWhen it comes to songwriting, the two-chord progression of I IV is incredibly common. Most two-chord songs pair chord I with either chord IV or V. Its because IV-I and V-I are pretty powerful cadences. What is a cadence? In music theory, a cadence is a two-
chord progression that completes the phrase. In the key of C, the Roman numeral I would be the C major chord. Well then count four notes to arrive at the IV chord, the F major chord in this case.Now to play the progression in its entirety, you can try strumming the C chord four times and do the same for the F chord and then repeat the whole thing.
Two-chord progressions like these dont usually power the whole song, though there are some strictly two-chord wonders like Feeling Alright by Joe Crocker and Ill Take You There by The Staple Singers. However, in most cases, youll find them in specific parts, such as in Imagine by John Lenon or the intro of Like a Rolling Stone by Bob Dylan.If you
pick something in the key of G, the chord progression would become G-C. You can hear the G-C sequence in catchy anthems like Love Me Do by the legendary Beatles and Jambalaya by country pioneer Hank Williams.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Like A Rolling Stone (Bob Dylan) and Imagine (The Beatles). 7. C F G Progression I IV VThe
I IV V makes another appearance on this list, this time in the key of C major as the ubiquitous C F G progression. This particular chord progression is the cornerstone of blues but has dominated every genre, from rock n roll to pop. Though there are some iconic tunes built on just two chords of C-F, they are few and far between. Just by adding a third
chord in the form of G major, you can add more movement and access a vast number of famous songs across genres.The V chords resolve to return to the I chord makes the entire progression natural and pleasing to the ears. In most songs, a three-chord progression like this is played as I IV V V, where the V chord is repeated for another bar. It makes
more sense this way, sonically, as chord progressions go in 2 bars, 4 bars, 8 bars, or even 12 bars.Once youre through mastering this progression, why not try learning it in the key of A major? I am talking about the A-D-E progression that gives C-F-G close competition in popularity. Its also easier to learn as its made up of only basic open
chords.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: La Bamba (Ritchie Valens), Ring of Fire (Johnny Cash), All the Small Things (Blink 182). 8. Dm Em Progression iv vLets go back to two-chord progressions for a bit and talk about the iv v progression. Its different from the other two-chord progression we discussed, as it comprises only two minor
chords. Now, minor chord-only combinations such as this might sound a bit off on their own because neither does the key of D minor have an E minor chord, nor is the vice versa true. But theyre still used by indie or alt-rock bands to add a unique sonic dimension to their tracks. Whats great is that both chords are basic open chords and are easily
accessible to beginners.A perfect and possibly one of the very few examples of this progression I can think of is 505 by the Arctic Monkeys. When youre ready to practice this progression, start by familiarizing yourself with the D minor and E minor chords individually. Now, try switching between the two. Its also the thing most beginners struggle
with.Heres how you can simplify it: After making the Dm chord shape move your first finger to the 5th string and follow it up by moving the second finger over and letting go of the third finger to create the Em chord shape. When moving back to Dm, just follow the steps in reverse. Easy, isnt it?Popular Songs That Use This Progression: 505 (Arctic
Monkeys). 9. G D Em C Progression I V vi IVI am not kidding when I say that almost every popular song on earth can be recreated by moving around the G, D, C, and Em chords in different progressions. Thats how versatile these four chords are! Each of these chords is totally beginner-friendly, leaving you to only work on getting a clean transition
between them. Now, weve seen the I V vi IV progression before in the key of C major. This time, lets explore it in the key of G, where it looks like G D Em C.This progression has been around since the 50s but peaked in the 90s with the pop-punk genre. Thats why its also known as the pop-punk progression. I bet theres be plenty of songs in your
repertoire that already use this famous four-chord progression. But just in case there arent, Ive put together a list of tunes below. Go ahead and give them a listen, and youll realize this is one of the most common guitar chord progressions in pop and country rock.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: With or Without You (U2), Im Yours (Jason
Mraz), Out of the Woods (Taylor Swift). 10. 12-Bar Blues Chord Progression ITIIIVIVIIV VIIThe 12-bar blues might seem complex at first, but its an interesting chord progression that every budding guitarist should know. It looks a lot harder than it actually is, and it can be taken on by anyone whos mastered the I IV V progression. In the key of
C, a 12-bar blues progression becomes: C-C-C-C-F-F-C-C-G-G-C-C. What it essentially means is that the progression goes on for 12 bars or measures and then repeats itself. A typical 12-bar blues is made up of a tonic chord (C major), a subdominant chord (F major), and a dominant chord (G major).So, in this case, youll begin with four measures of C,
followed by two measures of F, then again two measures of C, two measures of G, and finally two measures on the tonic chord or C. If you do the math, then together, they add up to 12 bars. Not just blues, you would notice this progression is widely used in rock as well and is supposedly fantastic for soloing over.12-bar blues can be played in different
keys with fascinating variations. Youll also need to learn dominant 7th chords to bring a bluesy flavor to your performance. Below are some popular examples of 12 Bar Blues in various keys.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Give Me One Reason (Tracy Chapman), Sweet Home Chicago (Robert Johnson), Pride and Joy (Stevie Ray Vaughan).
11. Dm G C Progression ii V ISo far, weve talked about the 50s progression, blues progression, and pop-punk progression. Its now time to turn our attention to jazz with the ii VI chord progression. This one is also called the 2 -5 -1 progression. In the key of C, this progression starts with D minor taking on the role of the ii chord, G major as the V
chord, and C major as the I chord. However, in several jazz standards, youll find this sequence being played as a ii7-V7-Imaj7. In other words, the ii becomes a minor 7th chord, and I take the form of a major 7th chord or Dm7-G7-Cmaj7.To play this chord sequence properly, youll need to understand the concept of voice leading. In guitar, voice leading
is the technique of transitioning from one chord to another with the least possible movement by keeping a melody note consistent or moving through a chord progression.A good voice leading is particularly important in jazz guitar. I recommend looking up this concept online in more detail before learning this progression. By simply keeping the note E
on the top for each of these chords, your progression will become Dm9-G13-Cmaj7 which sounds a lot jazzier than the standard progression.Though more common in jazz, this progression has spread across genres. Have a look at the examples below and see for yourself.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Satin Doll (Duke Ellington), Autumn
Leaves (John Denver), Boyfriend (Justin Bieber), and Bohemian Rhapsody (Queen). 12. C F Am G Progression I IV vi VTo tell the truth, the I-IV-vi-V sounds similar to the doo-wop progression I vi IV V. However, here we swap the position of vi and IV. On a closer listen, youll notice it. Though it sounds alike, it is less somber than the doo-wop chord
sequence. In the key of C major, this progression would be C F Am G.The A minor chord adds color, depth, and complexity to the sequence. On the whole, it finds a great balance by sounding energetic and ethereal. I think its because the chord that follows the minor chord is the very bright and uplifting dominant G major chord. You may not come
across many tunes that use this progression throughout, but there sure are plenty of hits that feature this sequence in verses, choruses, or intros. In Enrique Iglesias Escape and Good Life by One Republic, C-F-Am-G pretty much drives the entire song. You can also sample it in the intro riff of Pat Benatars 1980 classic Hit Me With Your Best Shot
Republic. This is one of those common guitar chord progressions that I recommend all of my students learn.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Hit Me With Your Best Shot (Pat Benatar; Escape (Enrique Iglesias); Good Life (One Republic). 13. G Bm C D Progression I iii IV VHeres a well-established chord sequence found in rock ballads as well
as jazz and pop. If you know your barre chords, theres nothing that can stop you from acing the I iii IV V. In the key of G major, the sequence looks like G Bm C D. This means you start with G major, then move to the B minor barre chord before playing C major and D major chords.Notice how the root notes form a 3-4-5 bass ascending bass line
progression. And heres why its interesting: After the era of the doo-wop, the vi chord found itself being increasingly replaced by the minor third chord as it blended brilliantly with 1-4-5.You can sample this chord progression in the chorus of I Feel Fine by the Beatles. If we were to apply this progression in the key of E major, it would be E G#m A B.
Meanwhile, in the scale of C major, this sequence would be C Em- F G.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Crocodile Rock (Elton John) and I Feel Fine (The Beatles). 14. D A Bm F#m G D G A Progression I V vi iii IV I IV VDont let this eight-chord progression overwhelm you! Its basically an extension of the ubiquitous I IV -V progression but with
more movement. Also known as Pachelbels Canon, the talent behind this chord sequence was a 17th-century German Baroque composer Johann Pachelbel.Till the 1970s, the use of Pachelbels progression was largely limited to classical music and was more or less forgotten. But a 1968 arrangement by French conductor Jean-Franois Paillard managed
to remind the musical world what they were missing out on. Suddenly the pop tunes of the 70s started using this sequence, and this carried on till the early 2000s. In other words, there are plenty of earworms that tap into Pachelbels suddenly re-emerged in the 70s and 80s, as well as pop earworms.What I love most about this progression is that it
sounds as amazing on a nylon string as an acoustic. In the key of D major, this progression goes as D A Bm F#m G D G A. Play this sequence for anyone who has grown up in the 80s and 90s, and youll see them swept away by a wave of nostalgia.Popular Songs That Use This Progression: Canon in D Major,; Basketcase (Green Day), Dont Look Back in
Anger (Oasis). 15. C F G F Progression I IV V IVAnother universal chord sequence that every guitarist should know about. If youve figured out the I IV 'V, this should be in your arsenal in no time. Its no accident that so many tracks use the I IV -V IV. Theres a sense of completion, satisfaction, and happiness brought about by the IV chord going back to
the I chord.If you know how to play the F chord as a barre chord, the transition becomes smoother as both the chords have the ring finger in the same position. It lets you pivot to bring more flair to your chord switching. F to G transition is a bit trickier and may require lots of practice. After youve made the F chord, move the ring and the pinky to the
first and second strings. Next, place the first two fingers on the bottom two strings. When going back from G to F, use the first finger to barre the first fret, then get the rest of the fingers in position to form the F chord. While this is just a pro tip, I recommend using whatever switching order as long as it comes intuitively to you. The key is to be
consistent and comfortable, and the order that works for me may not work for you.So, you see, this is a fairly easy chord sequence for beginners once youve learned to make cleaner switches. You can hear this progression in famous records by musical bigwigs. Heres a list of songs you can tune into to familiarize yourself with this progression.Popular
Songs That Use This Progression: Sweet Home Alabama (Lynyrd Skynyrd); Leaving on a Jet Plane (John Denver); Brown Eyed Girl (Van Morrisson). Wrapping Up:By now, you mustve already seen how progressions can be used to build tension and give resolution. But you may have also seen that many songs with the same chord progression dont
sound exactly alike. Thats where different keys and notes come into play. Once youve mastered a few on this list, why not experiment with different keys and strumming patterns to create your own unique melodies? And maybe even share some of those progressions with us in the comments section below!My name is Chris and Ive had a passion for
music and guitars for as long as I can remember. I started this website with some of my friends who are musicians, music teachers, gear heads, and music enthusiasts so we could provide high-quality guitar and music-related content.Ive been playing guitar since I was 13 years old and am an avid collector. Amps, pedals, guitars, bass, drums,
microphones, studio, and recording gear, I love it all.I was born and raised in Western Pennsylvania. My background is in Electrical Engineering, earning a Bachelors degree from Youngstown State University. With my engineering experience, Ive developed as a designer of guitar amplifiers and effects. A true passion of mine, Ive designed, built, and
repaired a wide range of guitar amps and electronics. Here at the Guitar Lobby, our aim is to share our passion for Music and gear with the rest of the music community. Our top online guitar lesson pick, Guitar Tricks, offers a 14-day free trial, and it's a great program. But if it's not for you, just cancel. You can also fall back on the 60-day money-back
guarantee.Guitar Tricks is one of our most trusted partners.The bulk of existing chord progressions never really change.And despite hearing the same small collection of them over and over again, they always seem to sound - or at least feel - different to us. When positioned with different rhythms, harmonies and melody lines, chord progressions can
be reused a lot. This is a collection of chords and progressions from the popular music of our day (and of days gone by) that you can re-purpose for your own songwriting, riff developing and every-day guitar playing. The plan is simply this: Learn everything we can about chord progressions then use them for something else. The PDF with all of the
chord progression charts will be emailed to you. Thanks, and enjoy! Example: Brad Paisleys All I Wanted Was a Car - Key of FThis catchy riff is broken up into an arpeggiated pattern on one of Brad Paisleys Telecasters, which sounds amazing. However, the actual chord progression is simple and ripe for the pickin' in a slew of other country tunes.F, B,
C Chord ProgressionKey played in: FChord form: Power and barreCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Country, rock, pop, and metalTabbed example of the F, B, C chord progressionTabbed example of the F, B, C chord progression with higher intervalsExample: Hillsongs Lord of Lords - Key of EHearing a Cm in the key of E is a common
occurrence in the world of contemporary worship music. If you take out the Cm you have a common progression used by all the great blues guitar players. However, the Cm chord gives it a distinctly more versatile and emotional appeal.Cm, E, B and A chord progressionKey played in: EChord form: Power and openCritical chord extensions: NoneMost
used in: Contemporary worship, blues, pop, and rockCm, E, B and A short form chordsCm, E, B and A power form chordsExample: Joe Satrianis House Full of Bullets - Key of FIf you listen to House Full of Bullets (one of my favorites by Joe Satriani) you can hear that hes uses a repetitive pattern made up of single notes played on the sixth and fifth
strings that isnt a chord progression as much as it is a 12-bar blues style riff that follows the three chords listed. Its a great blues progression since it allows you to use the low E and A to chunk up the rhythm.Fm, B and C chord progressionKey played in FChord form: Single note and powerCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in Blues, rock, pop,
and jazz Example tab from "House Full of Bullets" by Joe SatrianiExample: Johnny Cashs Folsom Prison Blues - Key of ESpeaking of the 12 bar blues, Folsom Prison Blues by Johnny Cash is one of the more memorable uses of the E, A and B chord progression, though the likes of Robert Johnson and Muddy Waters would probably take precedence. Its
one of the most common chord progressions for guitar players within the entire scope of western music, making its rounds in all the major genres and sub genres. In other words, it pays dividends to learn this one.E, A, and B chord progressionKey played in: EChord form: Power and openCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Blues, pop, rock,
and jazz12 barre blues pattern using the E, A, and B chord progressionE, A, and B chord progression using power chordsE, A, and B chord progression using open chordsExample: Creeds My Sacrifice - Key of DThis progression was extremely common in the American and Canadian rock scene during the late 90s and early 2000s. Part of what makes it



so accessible is how it plays in a drop D tuning, offering plenty of heavy and emotional chorus swells.D, A, B and G chord progressionKey played in: DChord form: Power, open, and drop DCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Hard rock, pop, metal, and post-grungeD, A, Bm, and G chord progression in open formD, A, Bm, and G chord
progression in power chord formD, A, Bm, and G chord progression in power chord form and drop D tuningExample: Lives I Alone - Key of E (E)Nothing says 90s like a band who you couldnt search for on Google once Google became the way to find music. Still, this chord progression came down just right on I Alone making for a powerful chorus and
can easily be reapplied to other grooves.E, B, and G chord progressionKey played in: E or BChord form: Power and openCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Rock, post-grunge, pop, bluesOpen form tab of the E, B, and G chord progressionExample: Hank Williams Jr.s Country Boy Can Survive - Key of DThough the Am7 gets a little drowned
out and could pass as a raw A major chord, the folksy, down-on-the-bayou appeal of this progression can be re-purposed to a number of different styles and genres.D, Am7, and G chord progressionKey played in: DChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: Minor 7thMost used in: Folk, country, blues, and rockOpen form tab of the D, Am7, and G
chord progressionExample: Our Lady Peace Innocent - Key of C (capo 1)Adding the Am to the end of this progression really boosts the emotional power of the songs chorus. Additionally, guitarist Steve Mazur arpeggiates the chord and slows things down to give the song a more driving and contemplative feel. This chord progression is extremely
common, though it finds a uniquely cozy home in the post-grunge era and most of its resulting sub genres.C, G, F, and Am chord progressionKey played in: CChord form: Open and powerCritical chord extensions: Am chordMost used in: Post-grunge, rock, country, folk, alternative, and popOpen form tab of the C, G, F, and AmPower form tab of the C,
G, F, and Am chord progressionExample: Bruce Hornsbys Gonna Be Some Changes Made - Key of GBruce Hornsby is masterful at taking simple chord progressions and layering them with expansive vocal melodies, which is perhaps a little easier to do on the piano than the guitar. The progression he uses here is one of the most common in existence,
and presents numerous melodic and rhythmic possibilities. Its a good one to memorize early in your playing career.G, C, D, and Em chord progressionKey played in: GChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Bluegrass, rock, pop, blues, and jazzOpen form tab of the G, C, D, and Em chord progressionExample: Incubus Warning -
Key of BThis chromatic walk-down sounds great with the added minor 15th interval (minor second one octave higher). Making it work in other contexts could prove challenging, so props to Mike Einziger for getting a great rock sound out of an otherwise jazz-heavy progression.B, A, G and F# chord progressionKey played in: BChord form: Power and
triadicCritical chord extensions: Minor 15th (minor second)Most used in: Jazz, blues, and rockPower form tab of the B, A, G and F# chord progressionExample: Smashing Pumpkins Cherub Rock - Key of G (chorus)Billy Corgan wasnt reinventing the wheel here, but he did push the Cherub Rock track into a kind of power-mode that felt like you were
being swept into each chord and lyric line. Particularly in a power form, the progression he implemented is highly reusable.D, A, C, and G chord progressionKey played in: GChord form: PowerCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Rock, blues, country, post-grunge, and pop Power form of the D, A, C and G chord progressionExample: Everlasts
What Its Like - Key of FErik Francis Shrodys most popular song is a bluesy arpeggio highlighted by a prominent Dm chord at the beginning of the progression. Note that the progression on the track resolves with a second Dm chord at the end.Dm, F, and C chord progressionKey played in: FChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: Dm intervalMost
used in: Folks, blues, country, rock, alternative, and pop Open version of the Dm, F, and C chord progression Arpeggiated version of the Dm, F, and C chord progressionExample: Korns Hater - Key of DThough James Shaffer and Brian Welch handle this song in a drop A tuning, the power and open variation are easily replicated in a standard tuning.D,
C, B and F chord progressionKey played in: DChord form: Power and openCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Metal, rock, folk, and pop Open form of the D, C, B and F chord progression Power form of the D, C, B and F chord progressionExample: Creeds Higher - Key of DNothing says late 90s rock like Creeds radio hit (and Human Clay
spearhead) Higher. The song is played in drop D and uses what is possibly the most common chord progression for that tuning. Playing it in drop D is incredibly easy with the open D and the other two root notes on the seventh and fifth frets respectively.D, A and G (drop D version) chord progressionKey played in: DChord form: Open and
powerCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Folks, country, pop, rock, and metal Open form tab of the D, A, and G chord progression (open D) Power form tab of the D, A, and G chord progression (open D)Example: Elvis Presleys All Shook Up - Key of AElviss hit makes good use of this progression, though its widely used in nearly all musical
genres and is friendly to the guitar players hand in a standard tuning. There are plenty of open notes to work with here.A, D and E chord progressionKey played in: AChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Blues, rock, pop, jazz, and metal Open form of the A, D, and E chord progressionExample: Lynyrd Skynyrds Sweet Home
Alabama - Key of DSaying this song is overplayed is an understatement.But, considering its popularity, wed be remiss not to mention it when citing the D, C and G chord progression.This grouping of chords is thought by many to be the most dynamic and useful in existence, prompting many to insist that you can learn a lot of music on the guitar using
D, C and G alone.D, C, and G chord progressionKey played in: DChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Country, blues, Christian contemporary, rock, and pop Open form tab of the D, C, and G chord progressionExample: U2s Where the Streets Have no Name - Key of DOne of musics most infamous riffs overshadows what is a
brilliantly constructed chord progression. This pattern, played by a synthesizer on the Joshua Tree track, is soulful and can be easily restructured or reapplied to other melodies and rhythms.Key played in: DChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: Minor 3rd (in the III chord)Most used in: Rock, folk, country, and pop Open form tab of the D, G, Bm
and A chord progressionExample: Red Hot Chili Peppers Under the Bridge - Key of Elve always thought John Frusciante was one of the more overrated guitar players coming out of the post-grunge era, but the progression he employs in Under the Bridge (Im not sure whether he actually wrote it or not) is nothing short of brilliant. Played slowly it
sounds just as good.E, B, Cm, Gm and A chord progressionKey played in: EChord form: Open or powerCritical chord extensions: Two minor 3rdsMost used in: Rock, jazz, blues Open form tab of the E, B, Cm, Gm and A chord progression Power form tab of the E, B, Cm, Gm and A chord progressionExample: Audioslaves Gasoline - Key of BTom Morello
plays this progression in a drop B tuning, which means the chords come out differently. However, weve transposed it to drop D for an easier read and to make the chords more transferable to other situations. Well do a single note and power version (tabbed below), both in a drop D tuning.D, F, G, C and G chord progressionKey played in: DChord
form: PowerCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Rock, metal, post-grunge, alternative, pop Tab of the D, F, G, C and G power chord progressionExample: Our Lady Peaces Somewhere Out There - Key of DOLPs first single coming off the Gravity album is still its most recognizable track. The forceful lyrical performance is propped up by this
chord sequence which varies between the verse and chorus. The one we have listed here is the chorus progression.D, A, G and Em chord progression diagramKey played in: DChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Pop, blues, rock, country, folk, and post-grunge D, A, G and Em chord progression in open formExample: Limp
Bizkits Behind Blue Eyes - Key of EmThis acoustic-friendly progression finds its home in numerous genres and is easily usable in a seemingly infinite number of musical scenarios.Em, G, D, C and A chord progressionKey played in: EmChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Folk, pop, country, rock, and blues Open form of the
Em, G, D, C, and A chord progression Power form of the Em, G, D, C, and A chord progressionThis progression only really makes sense in drop D making it a fairly common metal grouping, especially given its dark and minor tonal quality. Adam Jones guitar work on The Grudge highlights this in a fast-paced rhythmic pattern.D, E and F (drop D) chord
progressionKey played in: DChord form: Power and single noteCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Metal, rock, and alternative Tab for the D, E and F chord progression in drop D and power formExample: A Perfect Circles Three Libras - Key of ABilly Howerdels arpeggiated pattern in the opening of Three Libras is based on the
aforementioned chord progression. If youd like, you could replace the Asus2 with a simple A major chord.Asus2, E, B and G chord progression diagramsKey played in: GChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Rock, metal, pop, and alternative Asus2, E, B and G chord progression guitar tabExample: Frank Sinatras Fly Me to the
Moon - Key of CWhile the real attraction of Frank Sinatras music was his voice, his band used a number of jazz and blues-heavy chord progressions that provided the foundation for his vocal melodies. This one has a lot of blues flavor in it, being entirely comprised of seventh chords.Am7, Dm7, G7 and Cm7 chord progression diagramKey played in:
CChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: Major and Minor 7thMost used in: Jazz and blues Guitar tab for the Am7, Dm7, G7 and Cm?7 chord progression in open formExample: Don Mcleans Castles in the Air - Key of EDon Mclean breaks this progression down into a catchy and melodic arpeggio, which is worth learning in and of itself. That said,
the raw progression is a useful pattern for a number of different styles and genres.Fm7, B7, E and A chord progression diagramKey played in: EChord form: OpenCritical chord extensions: Major and minor 7thMost used in: Jazz, blues, and pop Guitar tab for the Fm7, B7, E and A chord progressionExample: Frank Sinatras Come Fly With Me - Key of
Clts difficult to discern on the actual track, largely due to the emphasis on horns and vocals, which is typical of jazz compositions. However, if you remove the raw chords, this progression has a fantastic feel to it and is great for blues or jazz improvisation.G7, C, C9, Dm7 and C chord progressionKey played in: CChord form: OpenCritical chord
extensions: 9th and 7th intervalsMost used in: Jazz and blues Guitar tab for the G7, C, C9, Dm7 and C chord progressionExample: R.E.M.s Losing my Religion - Key of AmThere are a lot of chord changes in this song and plenty of progressions to pick from. But Im highlighting the progression played during the last two lines since it has a full sound and
resolves on an A minor chord, which is the actual key of the song.F, Em, Am, G and Am chord progression diagramKey played in: AmChord form: Open and powerCritical chord extensions: NoneMost used in: Rock metal, alternative, and pop Open form guitar tab for F, Em, Am, G and Am chord progression Power form guitar tab for F, Em, Am, G and
Am chord progressionWhat if you wanted to come up with more chord progressions? There is actually a theoretical formula for doing this, which you can tap into in the event you need some structure to get going. First, settle on a key, then find the major scale in that key. Lets take the key of C for example.Heres your scale:C - D - E - F - G - A - BChord
progressions can be built from scales because each note in the scale is a scale degree. Thus, you could also write the major scale like this:I - ii - iii - IV - V - vi - viiEach degree then holds the following titles respectively:Tonic (i)Supertonic (ii)Mediant (iii)Subdominant (IV)Dominant (V)Submediant (vi)Leading tone (vii)You can then use the following
diagram to plan out your progression:Chord progression formula diagramIt might look confusing, but lets go through it step by step.Creating your own chord progressions one step at a timeHere's how you'd follow the chord progression diagram:Start with your root note, in this case C which would be the tonic, thus I.From there you can go to any
scale degree, so lets try IV.From there we can go to either V or vii. Lets go with V.Notice that the tonic could go to any chord which means you could have followed it with a different note than IV. If we had chosen iii instead, it would have then moved to vi and then had a choice between ii or IV.You would continue to follow the diagram until it resolved
back to the tonic chord. From our three steps above we end up with the following progression:I - IV - V or Tonic - Subdominant - DominantNow, if we plug that back into the C major scale, we get the following chord progression: C - F - GAnd this can be easily transposed to any scale. Take the E major scale for example: E - F - G - A - B - CIf you apply
the progression I - IV - V you get the following: E - A - B.This way you can start to see how we get some of these more common and oft-used chord progressions.Another easy way to continue building chord progressions is to do so with dyads, which are two-note chords that can be quickly and easily strung together. Well highlight two different types of
dyads, which are distinguished by the interval of each chord.If you arent familiar with the interval concept, its quite easy. An interval is simply the distance between two notes on the fretboard. In the case of a dyad (or any guitar chord) the distance youre measuring from is the root note.The distance between the root and the second note in the chord
will determine what type of interval it is.Major fifth dyadA major fifth is the term used to designate one such interval, which is seven frets away from the root note. Heres a tabbed example:Major fifth dyad guitar tabIve chosen to put my root note on the fourth string at the fifth fret, but you can start this root note on any fret on the sixth, fifth, fourth
or second string and play the same shape. The note at the seventh fret is a perfect fifth and the only note that accompanies the root.This is your first, basic dyadic chord.Octave dyadAn octave dyad looks almost the same, except our interval is (predictably) one octave higher than the root, which means its the same note at a higher pitch, 12 semitones
(frets) above the root.Heres the tabbed example.Guitar tab of an octave dyad shapeThe major sound you get from the basic shape of a D chord is also a moveable dyad.Guitar tab of a D major dyadWe omit the root D, assuming it as a ghost note. If we move the note at the third fret (D) up to the fifth (E) we have another usable dyad, since that E note is
the fifth of the root A.Guitar tab of a second D major dyadOnce we get a handle on basic dyadic shapes, we can use them to easily build chord progressions that are a little thicker and more involved than playing only root notes.To build off of the dyads we just learned, we can apply the same principles and technique to triads, which are three note
chords that formally include the following intervals:Note: If you need some help with the concept of intervals, checkout our full guitar intervals lesson.However, it's widely accepted that any three note chord that resolves to its key can be treated as a dyad. For the purpose of building and understanding chord progressions, that's how we'll view triads
in this context. For example, if you take the D major dyad shape we just covered and add the root note, you get a fairly common triadic chord with a D root, fifth and octave D:Triadic chord with a D root noteWell focus on a few triads that are movable and that youll be able to use most frequently. Ill give you most of these chords in the key of C, though
keep in mind they can be moved to any fret.In many cases, a triadic chord can be a stripped down version of a more commonly known open chord.Take the open C major for example:Open C major guitar chord tabWe have four notes here, but we can omit the highest one on the first fret (C) since were already getting a C from the root note on the third
fret.Now our triadic shape looks like the following diagram, and we can more easily move it to other frets.Note: This is an instance where the formal definition of a triad, a root, third and fifth, is fulfilled.Triadic C major chord shapeThus, if we transpose the root of the chord to the fifth fret, wed get the following shape:D major triad chordTry picking
through each shape one after another.Arpeggiated triadic chord progression (C to D)Lets look at a few more triadic chords.The triadic power chordOne of the most frequently used chords would be a power chord made up of three notes. The first, is the root note, followed by a fifth and an octave of the original root note.For example:Triadic power
chord diagram (root C)This chord can be easily fretted, moved and can work with a root note on either the sixth or fifth string.You can move the fifth if you want to give the chord a different tone. For example, instead of adding a perfect fifth, add a major third, which will fall on the seventh fret.Using movement of both the root note and the interval,
you can easily develop chord progressions made up entirely of triadic power chords.The major barre chord triadic shapelf you start a barre chord with the root note on the fifth string, a typical major shape will look like this:Typical C major barre chord shapelf we omit the root note and the high G on the first string, we get a nice triadic chord where
the lower root C is assumed.Triad where the root C is assumedThis chord can be easily barred with one finger. You can also move the notes on the second and third strings to come up with a few other useable triadic chords.Here are a few options that dont change the key:Second triadic form in the key of CThird triadic form in the key of CFourth
triadic form in the key of CMaking this chord minor is quite easy. Simply move the note at the fifth fret on the second string down one semitone to the fourth fret.Triadic shape in the key of C minorIn a similar manner, we can use the D minor shape to find another useful triadic chord.Triadic chord shape in the key of D minorOften its the simple
shapes and patterns that end up being the most useful when it comes to building chord progressions and layering bass lines. Practice these, memorize them and make them a part of your chord vocabulary.In this section, we'll focus specifically on the G C D chord progression which is one of the easiest and most widely used arrangements. However,
when playing each chord in its most conventional form, all three of the pointer, middle and ring fingers would at one point be fretting the root note of a chord. Thats not easy, especially for someone just starting out.But, why play each chord in its most conventional form? You certainly dont have to play a formal G, C and D all the time. In fact, it
behooves you not to.Making the Progression EasierWhen I first started learning these three chords, I learned the forms that were probably familiar to most people.A conventional G, C, and D chord progressionThese are what I would call the formal or proper versions of an open G, C and D major chord.They arent terribly difficult, but when it comes to
progressing from one to another, they arent the most functional shapes. I eventually learned new forms of each chord which made for easier transitions.What I wanted to do was find a way to move my fingers as little as possible, which kind of sounds like cheating, but it smoothed out the transitions and really tightened up the progression.This is how
Ive played it ever since.How to seamlessly transition through G, C and DWere going to focus on the following three basic elements for the entire progression:The D note on the second stringThe root note of each chordOctaves and intervalsThe D note that Im referring to falls on the third fret and the second string.Were going to hold that note with our
ring finger through the entire progression, without ever moving our hand from that one spot.So, to prepare, put your ring finger in position to play that note.Position note for the G, C, and D chord progressionOur second step is to add the root note of each chord, then rock back and forth between that root note and our D:Adding the root notes for each
chordBy now you can start to see the progression come together. Well add one more step before strumming through the entire thing.For the G chord, well use the open-note octave on the third string, which is an open G. For the C and D chords, well use two intervals, a perfect fifth for the C and a perfect fourth for the D.Here's how the arpeggio tabs
out:The resulting arpeggio for the G, C, and D chord progressionLets go ahead and strum straight through the chords, then well discuss the practical beauty of this method (if you havent already picked up on it).Modded chords for the G, C, D chord progressionln addition to the D note on the second string, youre only fretting one other note for each
chord.That means you can use one finger to grab each root note. Thus your hand doesnt have to move from that spot and you can switch through each chord with simple, brief movements.Thus, changing between these chords becomes incredibly quick and easy. Whats even more important, is that it sounds better and cleaner than the formal version
of the progression.The power variation (standard and drop D versions)The second step of locking down the G, C and D chord progression is learning the simplest power chord form. To do that, well cover two versions of the progression that account for two different tunings: Standard and drop D.Lets begin with the standard variation.For our power
chord we only need two notes.Root notePerfect fifth intervaSince were playing power chords, our root note will be the G at the third fret on the sixth string.Root G positioned at the third fretOur fifth will be up on the fifth fret and string (a D in this case).Adding the fifth interval to the root G noteYou'll use this form for the C and D power chords as
well. There are also two different ways to play the full progression in a standard tuning.First, you can simply slide up to the root notes on the sixth string without moving your fingers off the frets.Sliding power chords through the G, C, and D progressionThe second method is to take advantage of the root notes on the fifth string, which show up right
beneath our initial G chord on the sixth string. Heres what the tab looks like:Moving root notes up to the fifth stringYou can either slide to each chord or switch strings for a closer chord change. Theyre both fairly quick and are by far the two most typically-occurring power versions of this chord progression.The drop D version is the same concept,
though you only need one finger to play each chord.Dropping the sixth string one whole step means your G will now fall on the fifth fret, moving the other two chords up two frets as well.Playing the G, C, and D chord progression in the drop D tuningThe last chord is just the top three open strings since weve dropped the sixth string down to D,
making the progression even easier to play.Less fingers and less movementThere isnt anything in this method that requires you to use more than two fingers at a time.Some might view that as a bit cheap, but I think its better to anchor your progressions and lock them down with the easier methods before moving along to the more complex, even if
they are considered more formal and proper.The less fingers you use and the less you need to move when you change chords, the better off youll be.There are a lot of chord progressions for guitar players worth noting.If you think we missed some or if you have additional questions, let us know in the comments section below.We'll see you there.
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