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Download	Article	Download	Article	Starting	a	motorcycle	club	can	be	a	good	way	to	share	your	passion	for	riding	with	other	like-minded	individuals	and	add	a	sense	of	adventure	to	your	life.	As	the	president	and	founding	member	of	your	new	local	MC,	you	hold	all	the	cards	when	it	comes	to	making	decisions	that	determine	the	direction	of	the	club,
from	crafting	your	name	and	image	to	recruiting	your	first	members,	coordinating	group	runs,	and	electing	officials.	Once	you’ve	filled	out	your	ranks	and	gotten	your	club	off	the	ground,	you	can	even	use	your	influence	to	throw	fundraisers	and	other	events	that	benefit	your	local	community.	1	Decide	on	a	general	theme	or	purpose	for	your	club.	Be
clear	about	your	reasons	for	wanting	to	start	a	motorcycle	club	in	the	first	place.	Does	it	begin	and	end	with	your	love	of	bikes,	or	does	it	have	more	to	do	with	your	longing	for	friendship	and	freedom?	What’s	the	main	thing	you	hope	to	accomplish?	Asking	questions	like	these	will	help	you	begin	forming	a	vision	that	you	can	use	to	guide	the	creation
of	your	club.[1]	Generally	speaking,	motorcycle	clubs	fall	under	one	of	two	main	categories:	riding	clubs,	which	are	mostly	concerned	with	riding,	working	on,	and	discussing	motorcycles,	and	“MCs,”	which	also	embrace	the	more	tribe-like	aspects	of	cycle	culture.	If	you’re	mostly	interested	in	riding,	you	won’t	need	to	worry	too	much	about	building
an	image	or	establishing	a	hierarchy	for	your	club.	If	you’re	leaning	more	towards	the	MC	course,	you’ll	want	to	keep	these	sorts	considerations	in	mind	going	forward.[2]	2	Think	about	whether	you’ll	accept	all	bikes	or	just	a	specific	brand.	Some	clubs	are	adamant	that	their	members	all	ride	the	same	brand	or	style	of	bike—the	H.O.G.	(short	for
Harley	Owners	Group),	for	example,	all	ride	Harley	Davidson	motorcycles.	However,	there’s	no	rule	that	says	this	has	to	be	the	case.	You	have	the	freedom	to	accept	anyone	regardless	of	what	they	have	between	their	legs.	Ultimately,	it	comes	down	to	your	own	preferences.[3]	Opening	your	club	to	all	bike	owners	will	allow	you	to	share	the	simple	joy
of	riding	with	more	people.	If	you’re	passionate	about	a	particular	brand	of	bikes,	it	might	make	more	sense	to	restrict	your	membership	to	owners	who	are	as	loyal	to	that	brand	as	you	are.	Advertisement	3	Come	up	with	a	fitting	name	that	represents	your	club.	Now	that	you’ve	outlined	your	reasons	for	starting	your	club,	put	some	thought	into	what
you	want	to	call	it.	Choose	a	name	that	exemplifies	some	part	of	your	philosophy,	image,	or	purpose.	A	name	like	“Blacktop	Wizards,”	for	instance,	suggests	impressive	riding	ability	and	a	sense	of	style,	while	something	like	“Union	County	Cycle	Club”	will	give	non-members	a	more	straightforward	idea	of	who	you	are	and	what	you	do.	Most	MCs
include	the	name	of	their	town,	county,	city,	or	territory	to	advertise	their	place	of	origin	and	distinguish	themselves	from	other	similarly-named	groups.[4]	Avoid	naming	your	club	anything	that	sounds	overly	violent,	intimidating,	or	offensive.	Unsavory-sounding	labels	could	give	your	club	an	undeserved	bad	reputation	or	even	attract	the	attention	of
local	law	enforcement.	4	Draft	a	mission	statement	to	help	your	club	stand	out.	If	you	live	near	a	major	city,	chances	are	there’s	already	at	least	one	other	MC	operating	in	the	area.	Crafting	a	detailed	mission	statement	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	express	your	intentions	for	your	club	and	explain	what	sets	it	apart	from	others.	Try	to	convey	a
sense	of	the	values	and	ideals	that	came	to	mind	when	you	first	had	a	notion	to	start	your	club.[5]	Your	mission	statement	might	start	with	a	sentence	like:	“United	Riders	of	Kalamazoo	were	founded	with	a	single	mission	in	mind:	to	heed	the	call	of	the	open	road	and	resurrect	the	ideals	of	freedom,	adventure,	and	independence	that	make	owning	a
cycle	so	thrilling	in	the	first	place.”	Writing	your	mission	statement	can	also	help	you	further	solidify	your	vision	for	your	club.	Tip:	If	you’re	not	sure	where	to	start,	try	distilling	your	message	down	to	one	or	two	key	words	or	phrases—recreation,	brotherhood,	community	service,	etc.	5	Create	a	logo	and	other	visual	elements	to	identify	your	club.	Flex
your	creative	muscle	by	sketching	out	an	emblem	(or	“colors”)	that	symbolizes	what	your	club	stands	for.	If	you	have	graphic	design	skills	or	know	someone	who	does,	take	the	time	to	piece	together	a	high-quality	rendering.	Another	option	is	to	commission	a	professional	artist	to	produce	a	logo	for	you	based	on	an	original	idea.	That	way,	you	can
make	sure	that	the	design	has	a	polished,	legitimate	look.[6]	If	your	club	is	going	to	be	known	as	“The	Grotto	Gearheads,”	your	logo	might	depict	two	bolt-shaped	‘G’s	being	tightened	by	a	wrench,	or	something	edgier,	like	a	skull	and	two	crossed	pistons.	Your	club’s	colors	will	be	a	visual	representation	of	everything	you	do.	You	can	use	it	to	put	your
stamp	on	all	materials	produced	by	your	club,	including	custom	clothing	and	gear,	newsletters,	business	cards,	and	social	media	profiles.	6	Consider	registering	your	club	as	a	non-profit	organization	in	your	state.	Applying	for	recognition	as	a	non-profit	is	often	as	easy	as	filling	out	a	few	pieces	of	paperwork,	submitting	a	business	plan	or	objective
proposal,	and	providing	the	names	of	your	main	committee	members.	If	your	request	is	granted,	your	club	will	qualify	for	liability	insurance,	solicitation	licenses,	sales	tax	exemption	and	other	legal	benefits.[7]	A	copy	of	your	mission	statement	should	meet	the	criteria	for	a	business	plan	or	proposal.	In	the	United	States,	the	Internal	Revenue	Service
(IRS)	is	the	governing	body	that	oversees	requests	for	non-profit	status.[8]	Advertisement	1	Make	registration	forms	to	hand	out	to	prospective	members.	Have	anyone	who	wants	to	join	your	club	fill	out	a	special	application.	This	form	should	include	all	of	the	relevant	information	about	the	interested	party,	including	their	name,	age,	occupation,
address,	and	the	type	of	bike	they	own.	A	hopeful	recruit’s	registration	form	should	tell	you	everything	you	need	to	know	about	them	up	front.[9]	Collect	and	review	each	application	yourself	to	decide	who	to	let	in,	or	delegate	the	task	to	another	trusted	friend	or	club	member.	If	you	have	any	other	requirements	for	joining,	such	as	membership	in	a
church	or	the	absence	of	a	criminal	record,	be	sure	to	mention	them	in	your	registration	forms	as	well.	2	Reserve	first	membership	rights	to	your	close	friends	and	family.	If	you	have	loved	ones	who	also	ride	and	want	to	be	a	part	of	larger	community,	see	if	they	would	be	interested	in	joining	your	club	while	it’s	in	its	infancy.	The	members	of
motorcycle	clubs	often	end	up	becoming	as	close	as	family,	so	it	only	makes	sense	to	do	your	actual	family	and	friends	the	honor	of	extending	them	the	first	invitations.[10]	Make	sure	you	only	ask	loved	ones	who	are	legally	eligible	to	own	and	operate	a	motorcycle	in	your	home	state	or	territory.	The	best	part	about	bringing	in	friends	and	family	is
that	you	already	know	them	well,	which	means	you	won’t	have	to	worry	about	vetting	them	or	pondering	whether	they’d	be	a	good	fit.	3	Put	out	an	open	invitation	to	other	bike	enthusiasts.	To	help	get	the	word	out,	set	up	a	Facebook,	Twitter,	or	Instagram	page	where	you	can	post	club-related	news	and	announcements.	You	could	also	try	putting	up
flyers,	posting	on	local	message	boards,	or	having	your	members	spread	the	message	to	anyone	else	they	can	vouch	for	that	might	be	willing	to	take	part.[11]	Distribute	flyers	and	similar	materials	in	places	where	bikers	are	known	to	congregate,	such	as	motorcycle	retailers,	racetracks,	rest	stops,	and	bars.	A	more	inclusive	club	format	will	be	your
best	bet	if	your	goal	is	simply	to	meet	as	many	fellow	cycle	aficionados	as	possible.	4	Organize	community	meetings	to	attract	prospects	around	you.	Start	offering	basic	riding	or	maintenance	lessons	to	the	people	who	live	in	your	area.	These	types	of	meetings	will	give	you	a	chance	to	meet	and	interact	with	individuals	in	an	intimate	setting	before
you	make	up	your	mind	whether	or	not	to	induct	them	into	your	club.	They	can	also	be	a	good	way	to	gauge	local	interest	in	a	formal	club	structure.[12]	Depending	on	the	laws	where	you	live,	you	may	need	a	special	permit	to	hold	a	gathering	in	a	public	place	or	provide	instruction	to	unlicensed	individuals.	5	Appoint	officials	if	you	want	your	club	to
have	a	more	official	structure.	Once	you’ve	begun	adding	members	to	your	ranks,	assign	them	various	responsibilities	based	on	their	unique	strengths	and	skill	sets.	If	your	club	is	big	enough,	consider	holding	interviews	or	elections	to	narrow	down	your	candidates.	A	small	local	club	may	have	a	president	(you),	a	vice	president,	and	a	road	captain	to
lead	group	runs,	while	larger	clubs	who	conduct	internal	business	may	also	benefit	from	positions	like	secretary	and	treasurer.[13]	Some	other	officials	you	might	choose	to	have	in	your	club	include	enforcer	(a	member	tasked	with	ensuring	that	other	members	follow	club	bylaws),	chaplain,	medic,	and	“tailgunner,”	or	emergency	repair	specialist.[14]
Take	into	account	the	size,	reach,	and	specific	needs	of	your	club	when	determining	how	many	and	what	kind	of	positions	to	create.	Tip:	If	you	plan	on	having	a	uniform	or	custom	accessories	such	as	shirts	or	vests	for	your	club,	have	special	patches,	pins,	or	tags	made	to	signify	each	official’s	position.	Advertisement	1	Establish	a	designated	meeting
place.	At	first,	your	meeting	place	will	likely	be	your	home,	or	perhaps	your	favorite	bar	or	restaurant.	As	you	continue	to	expand,	however,	you	might	consider	buying	or	leasing	a	location	to	serve	as	an	official	clubhouse.	There,	you	and	your	members	can	come	together	whenever	you	like	to	socialize,	coordinate	outings,	and	talk	shop.[15]	Privately-
owned	buildings,	standalone	garages,	basements,	and	renovated	barns	could	all	make	good	clubhouses.	Make	sure	your	meeting	place	is	somewhere	central	to	all	of	your	members,	if	possible.	It	may	not	always	be	convenient	for	them	to	come	to	you	if	they’re	traveling	from	an	outlying	area.	2	Schedule	regular	times	to	meet.	At	their	core,	all
motorcycle	clubs	are	social	groups,	which	means	getting	together	to	ride	and	have	a	good	time	is	what	it’s	all	about.	Try	to	make	time	on	a	weekly,	bi-weekly,	or	monthly	basis	to	assemble	for	group	runs	and	other	events.	Encourage	as	many	members	as	possible	to	be	present	for	club	meetings.	You	might	even	make	regular	attendance	a	requirement
for	continued	membership.[16]	Of	course,	you	don’t	have	to	ride	every	time	you	meet.	You	could	also	use	your	time	to	discuss	club-related	affairs,	plan	events,	or	simply	hang	out.	Communicate	with	your	members	to	schedule	meetings	for	times	and	dates	that	accommodate	their	lives	outside	of	the	club.	3	Plan	fundraisers	to	give	back	to	your
community.	Community-building	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	many	motorcycle	clubs.	To	this	end,	putting	on	charitable	events	like	exhibition	races,	food	and	toy	drives,	and	donation-based	raffles	can	be	a	good	way	to	raise	money	for	various	causes.	This	in	turn	will	help	you	make	a	connection	with	the	people	in	your	hometown	and	improve	your	standing
and	public	image.[17]	Reach	out	to	local	businesses	who	might	be	interested	in	sponsoring	your	event	or	providing	services	like	catering	or	entertainment.	If	you	strike	up	a	solid	working	relationship,	you	could	find	yourself	in	a	position	to	partner	with	them	on	bigger	events	in	the	future.[18]	Even	if	your	events	don’t	generate	a	profit,	they	can	still
provide	an	opportunity	to	bring	people	together	and	strengthen	community	ties.	Tip:	Make	sure	you	set	up	your	events	by	the	book.	The	last	thing	you	want	is	to	get	shut	down	because	your	local	law	enforcement	agencies	think	you're	doing	something	illegal.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks
Advertisement	Thanks	for	reading	our	article!	If	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	starting	a	club,	check	out	our	in-depth	interview	with	Pete	Canalichio.	Co-authored	by:	Brand	Strategist	&	Licensing	Expert	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Pete	Canalichio.	Pete	Canalichio	is	a	Brand	Strategist,	Licensing	Expert,	and	Founder	of	BrandAlive.	With	nearly	30
years	of	experience	at	companies	such	as	Coca-Cola	and	Newell	Brands,	he	specializes	in	helping	brands	find	the	most	authentic	parts	of	their	story	to	build	a	brand	strategy.	Pete	holds	an	MBA	from	the	University	of	North	Carolina	at	Chapel	Hill	and	a	BS	in	Physics	from	the	United	States	Naval	Academy.	In	2006,	he	won	an	MVP	Award	from	Newell
Brands	for	his	contributions	to	their	Global	Licensing	department.	He’s	also	penned	the	award-winning	book,	Expand,	Grow,	Thrive.	This	article	has	been	viewed	55,775	times.	Co-authors:	9	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:	55,775	Categories:	Clubs	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	55,775
times.	"I	like	this	article	because	it	has	the	basic	fundamentals	for	starting	your	own	motorcycle	club.	"	Share	your	story	If	you	are	big	into	riding	your	motorcycle,	it	may	very	well	have	crossed	your	mind	as	to	how	to	start	your	own	motorcycle	club.	This	question	could	have	arisen	from	your	passion	for	riding	down	through	the	years,	or	maybe	you
have	just	become	interested	in	the	heritage	and	history	surrounding	many	of	the	famous	motorcycle	clubs,	and	wondered	how	you	can	start	your	own,	or	if	that	is	even	possible.	With	that	thought	in	mind,	we	will	try	to	cover	every	aspect	of	your	potential	motorcycle	club,	including	the	questions	you	will	need	to	answer	in	order	to	get	things	on	the
road,	literally.	This	will	include	who	you	need	to	ask	permission	from	in	order	to	get	your	club	officially	started,	some	of	the	rules	and	regulations	surrounding	motorcycle	clubs	which	you	will	surely	want	to	incorporate,	and	even	go	as	far	as	to	look	at	the	patch	rules	for	you	new	club.	Do	You	Need	Permission	to	Start	Your	New	Motorcycle	Club?
Taking	this	question	back	just	a	little,	you	first	need	to	decide	if	you	are	starting	simply	a	riding	club,	(several	friends	or	those	with	similar	interest	getting	together	to	enjoy	their	love	of	bikes),	or	a	full	on	MC.	In	the	case	that	you	are	planning	to	start	a	full	blown	motorcycle	club,	then	you	sure	will	need	some	additional	permission.	The	reasons	behind
needing	this	permission	is	quite	simple,	motorcycle	clubs	have	been	around	for	a	very	long	time,	and	as	you	may	imagine,	they	are	very	particular	about	(and	protective	of)	their	territory.	It	is	likely	that	regardless	of	where	you	are	considering	opening	your	new	motorcycle	club,	there	is	already	a	dominant	club	in	existence,	and	possibly	some	other
non-dominant	clubs	too.	This	is	something	which	should	factor	heavily	in	your	decision	about	opening	your	club,	and	these	are	the	people	you	will	need	permission	from.	If	you	cannot	find	your	local	dominant	club	in	order	to	seek	permission,	then	you	should	most	likely	contact	the	COC	(confederation	of	clubs)	They	are	the	national	organization	which
helps	to	build	links	and	cooperation	between	clubs.	Whichever	path	you	decide	to	go	down,	the	people	you	are	asking	are	at	first	likely	to	wonder	and	ask	why	you	don’t	just	join	the	local	dominant	club.	This	is	your	chance	to	pitch	your	reasons	for	not	wanting	to	do	that	and	to	establish	firm	and	logical	ground	why	you	should	start	your	own	club.	Be
warned	though	that	even	the	most	logical	and	best-seeming	idea	in	the	world	may	still	not	be	enough	to	gain	acceptance	for	a	new	motorcycle	club.	Once	either	of	these	groups	have	rendered	their	decision,	they	will	establish	a	specified	path	for	you	to	follow	in	your	establishment	and	it	will	be	up	to	you	on	how	you	choose	to	proceed.	If	they	do
happen	to	disagree	with	your	opening	of	a	new	MC	though,	it	would	be	well	worth	heeding	this	advice.	Why	is	This	Permission	Required?	First	and	foremost,	why	the	world	of	MCs	may	not	always	be	like	you	see	in	the	movies	or	TV	shows,	and	the	world	is	certainly	changing	for	the	better	nowadays,	there	is	still	a	strong	territorial	element	attached	to
many	major	MCs.	This	means	that	they	often	do	not	take	kindly	to	other	clubs	establishing	in	that	area.	The	very	least	of	the	reasons	behind	this	is	that	it	is	also	reducing	the	number	of	potential	members	for	any	club,	with	too	many	choosing	between	the	same	pool.	The	other	MCs	will	also	want	to	be	aware	of	your	intentions	for	a	number	of	reasons.
One	of	these	is	to	ensure	that	you	are	not	going	to	give	a	bad	name	or	reputation	to	Motorcycle	clubs	in	the	area	who	have	likely	worked	hard	over	the	years	on	developing	and	improving	their	image.	Another	reason	behind	this	will	be	to	make	sure	you	are	not	copying	any	of	the	materials	or	image	of	the	actual	MC	itself	which	could	leave	people
confused	or	mistaken	on	which	club	they	are	signing	up	with.	Finally,	the	area	may	simply	be	too	small	to	serve	an	additional	club.	This	is	something	which	you	will	really	only	find	out	through	communication	with	these	related	bodies	as	we	have	mentioned.	Motorcycle	Club	Rules	and	Regulations	This	may	well	be	the	most	daunting	part	of	getting
started	with	a	Motorcycle	Club.	Looking	around	the	globe	at	various	1%	clubs	and	all	of	the	famous	(and	infamous)	clubs	we	all	know	of,	you	will	see	any	number	of	basic,	and	more	complicated	rules	depending	on	the	club.	The	basic	rules	may	stretch	through	anything	like	owing	a	motorcycle	and	having	a	full	license	are	mandatory,	to	the	amounts
which	are	due	for	memberships,	patches,	and	other	privileges.	Rules	and	regulations	of	the	MC	should	also	inform	members	on	how	exactly	decisions	can	be	reached	at	meetings.	This	includes	quota	numbers	and	other	information.	Ultimately,	the	precise	rules	of	the	club	will	be	completely	up	to	you	to	decide	as	a	founding	member,	though	it	is	worth
remembering	that	almost	all	MCs	strictly	follow	the	Roberts	Rules	for	parliamentary	procedure	within	their	operation.	This	is	something	which	you	should	ensure	you	are	completely	familiar	with	prior	to	starting	the	club	and	it	also	ensures	a	level	of	fairness	and	transparency	throughout	the	operation.	Depending	on	the	nature	of	the	club,	you	may	go
on	to	specify	some	more	obscure	rules	such	as	penalty	for	disrespect	of	the	club	and	mandatory	attendance	to	meetings	and	other	instances	where	patches	can	be	presented	and	revoked.	This	is	up	to	you	though	and	in	the	more	modern	age,	some	of	the	stricter	rules	even	of	outlaw	MCs	are	starting	to	become	more	relaxed.	Once	you	have	written
these	rules	and	regulations	up	to	for	the	constitution	of	your	new	MC,	then	you	are	ready	to	start	attracting	new	members	and	holding	your	first	meetings.	Motorcycle	Club	Patches	Rules	Another	key	aspect	of	any	respected	MC	is	the	patches.	Receiving	these	various	patches	are	how	club	members	can	show	their	position	and	command	respect	within
the	club.	These	patches	also	have	very	specific	designs	which	you	need	to	be	careful	not	to	infringe	upon	with	your	new	MC	without	the	permission	once	again	of	the	dominant	1%	club	in	your	area.	Riding	Clubs	should	also	not	wear	patches	as	these	are	something	which	most	MCs	consider	to	be	earned	and	not	bought.	You	will	want	to	make	sure	that
the	patch	of	your	new	MC	conforms	to	all	of	the	etiquette	surrounding	club	patches	and	is	respectful	enough	and	has	the	approval	of	the	dominant	club	in	your	area	before	wearing	it	out	and	around.	Patchholders	in	any	MC	should	be	treated	with	a	higher	degree	of	respect	as	again,	this	is	a	position	which	they	have	earned.	Typically,	although	not
exclusively,	patch	holders	in	MCs	have	been	male,	and	it	would	still	be	very	rare	and	somewhat	difficult	for	female	members	to	become	patch	holders.	This	is	again	something	which	you	will	have	to	consider	when	developing	your	MC	constitution.	Throwing	or	showing	another	form	of	disrespect	to	the	club	patch	is	also	usually	something	which	is
treated	as	a	major	disrespect	and	often	results	in	immediate	expulsion	from	a	Motorcycle	Club.	How	Motorcycle	Clubs	Have	Changed	Naturally	many	people	will	associate	Motor	Cycle	clubs	with	violence	and	notoriety.	This	is	a	perception	which	still	persists	even	to	this	day.	The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	although	some	outlaw	MCs	still	do	exist,	and
in	great	numbers,	the	level	of	infamy	which	they	have	achieved	in	previous	generations	is	far	beyond	what	they	are	currently	involved	in.	These	clubs	certainly	still	have	very	strict	rules	and	regulations,	particularly	when	it	comes	to	respect	and	territory,	but	the	severity	of	consequence	one	would	imagine	to	breaches	in	these	rules	has	greatly
reduced.	Nowadays,	MCs	are	much	more	about	passion	for	riding	than	any	other	factors.	As	mentioned	above	though,	they	are	still	very	much	in	operation	and	should	be	consulted	is	they	are	the	dominant	club	in	your	area.	You	should	also	be	aware	that	even	though	the	landscape	may	have	changed,	peoples	negative	connotations	of	MCs	and	bikers
in	general	are	still	likely	to	persist.	Conclusion	Overall,	starting	your	own	Motorcycle	Club	is	no	easy	task.	There	are	a	variety	of	potentially	volatile	situations	which	you	have	to	carefully	overcome.	With	the	help	of	the	steps	noted	above	though,	you	should	be	well	on	your	way	to	starting	your	own	MC.	The	most	important	aspect	to	remember	is	that
even	though	MCs	have	changed	in	their	nature	over	time,	the	prevalent	factor	is	still	territory	and	respect.	As	long	as	you	approach	the	situation	with	the	latter	of	those	two	very	much	in	mind,	then	you	may	have	a	clear	road	ahead	in	order	to	establish	your	own	motorcycle	club	in	your	area.	If	you	are	big	into	riding	your	motorcycle,	it	may	very	well
have	crossed	your	mind	as	to	how	to	start	your	own	motorcycle	club.	This	question	could	have	arisen	from	your	passion	for	riding	down	through	the	years,	or	maybe	you	have	just	become	interested	in	the	heritage	and	history	surrounding	many	of	the	famous	motorcycle	clubs,	and	wondered	how	you	can	start	your	own,	or	if	that	is	even	possible.	With
that	thought	in	mind,	we	will	try	to	cover	every	aspect	of	your	potential	motorcycle	club,	including	the	questions	you	will	need	to	answer	in	order	to	get	things	on	the	road,	literally.	This	will	include	who	you	need	to	ask	permission	from	in	order	to	get	your	club	officially	started,	some	of	the	rules	and	regulations	surrounding	motorcycle	clubs	which
you	will	surely	want	to	incorporate,	and	even	go	as	far	as	to	look	at	the	patch	rules	for	you	new	club.	Do	You	Need	Permission	to	Start	Your	New	Motorcycle	Club?	Taking	this	question	back	just	a	little,	you	first	need	to	decide	if	you	are	starting	simply	a	riding	club,	(several	friends	or	those	with	similar	interest	getting	together	to	enjoy	their	love	of
bikes),	or	a	full	on	MC.	In	the	case	that	you	are	planning	to	start	a	full	blown	motorcycle	club,	then	you	sure	will	need	some	additional	permission.	The	reasons	behind	needing	this	permission	is	quite	simple,	motorcycle	clubs	have	been	around	for	a	very	long	time,	and	as	you	may	imagine,	they	are	very	particular	about	(and	protective	of)	their
territory.	It	is	likely	that	regardless	of	where	you	are	considering	opening	your	new	motorcycle	club,	there	is	already	a	dominant	club	in	existence,	and	possibly	some	other	non-dominant	clubs	too.	This	is	something	which	should	factor	heavily	in	your	decision	about	opening	your	club,	and	these	are	the	people	you	will	need	permission	from.	If	you
cannot	find	your	local	dominant	club	in	order	to	seek	permission,	then	you	should	most	likely	contact	the	COC	(confederation	of	clubs)	They	are	the	national	organization	which	helps	to	build	links	and	cooperation	between	clubs.	Whichever	path	you	decide	to	go	down,	the	people	you	are	asking	are	at	first	likely	to	wonder	and	ask	why	you	don’t	just
join	the	local	dominant	club.	This	is	your	chance	to	pitch	your	reasons	for	not	wanting	to	do	that	and	to	establish	firm	and	logical	ground	why	you	should	start	your	own	club.	Be	warned	though	that	even	the	most	logical	and	best-seeming	idea	in	the	world	may	still	not	be	enough	to	gain	acceptance	for	a	new	motorcycle	club.	Once	either	of	these
groups	have	rendered	their	decision,	they	will	establish	a	specified	path	for	you	to	follow	in	your	establishment	and	it	will	be	up	to	you	on	how	you	choose	to	proceed.	If	they	do	happen	to	disagree	with	your	opening	of	a	new	MC	though,	it	would	be	well	worth	heeding	this	advice.	Why	is	This	Permission	Required?	First	and	foremost,	why	the	world	of
MCs	may	not	always	be	like	you	see	in	the	movies	or	TV	shows,	and	the	world	is	certainly	changing	for	the	better	nowadays,	there	is	still	a	strong	territorial	element	attached	to	many	major	MCs.	This	means	that	they	often	do	not	take	kindly	to	other	clubs	establishing	in	that	area.	The	very	least	of	the	reasons	behind	this	is	that	it	is	also	reducing	the
number	of	potential	members	for	any	club,	with	too	many	choosing	between	the	same	pool.	The	other	MCs	will	also	want	to	be	aware	of	your	intentions	for	a	number	of	reasons.	One	of	these	is	to	ensure	that	you	are	not	going	to	give	a	bad	name	or	reputation	to	Motorcycle	clubs	in	the	area	who	have	likely	worked	hard	over	the	years	on	developing
and	improving	their	image.	Another	reason	behind	this	will	be	to	make	sure	you	are	not	copying	any	of	the	materials	or	image	of	the	actual	MC	itself	which	could	leave	people	confused	or	mistaken	on	which	club	they	are	signing	up	with.	Finally,	the	area	may	simply	be	too	small	to	serve	an	additional	club.	This	is	something	which	you	will	really	only
find	out	through	communication	with	these	related	bodies	as	we	have	mentioned.	Motorcycle	Club	Rules	and	Regulations	This	may	well	be	the	most	daunting	part	of	getting	started	with	a	Motorcycle	Club.	Looking	around	the	globe	at	various	1%	clubs	and	all	of	the	famous	(and	infamous)	clubs	we	all	know	of,	you	will	see	any	number	of	basic,	and
more	complicated	rules	depending	on	the	club.	The	basic	rules	may	stretch	through	anything	like	owing	a	motorcycle	and	having	a	full	license	are	mandatory,	to	the	amounts	which	are	due	for	memberships,	patches,	and	other	privileges.	Rules	and	regulations	of	the	MC	should	also	inform	members	on	how	exactly	decisions	can	be	reached	at
meetings.	This	includes	quota	numbers	and	other	information.	Ultimately,	the	precise	rules	of	the	club	will	be	completely	up	to	you	to	decide	as	a	founding	member,	though	it	is	worth	remembering	that	almost	all	MCs	strictly	follow	the	Roberts	Rules	for	parliamentary	procedure	within	their	operation.	This	is	something	which	you	should	ensure	you
are	completely	familiar	with	prior	to	starting	the	club	and	it	also	ensures	a	level	of	fairness	and	transparency	throughout	the	operation.	Depending	on	the	nature	of	the	club,	you	may	go	on	to	specify	some	more	obscure	rules	such	as	penalty	for	disrespect	of	the	club	and	mandatory	attendance	to	meetings	and	other	instances	where	patches	can	be
presented	and	revoked.	This	is	up	to	you	though	and	in	the	more	modern	age,	some	of	the	stricter	rules	even	of	outlaw	MCs	are	starting	to	become	more	relaxed.	Once	you	have	written	these	rules	and	regulations	up	to	for	the	constitution	of	your	new	MC,	then	you	are	ready	to	start	attracting	new	members	and	holding	your	first	meetings.	Motorcycle
Club	Patches	Rules	Another	key	aspect	of	any	respected	MC	is	the	patches.	Receiving	these	various	patches	are	how	club	members	can	show	their	position	and	command	respect	within	the	club.	These	patches	also	have	very	specific	designs	which	you	need	to	be	careful	not	to	infringe	upon	with	your	new	MC	without	the	permission	once	again	of	the
dominant	1%	club	in	your	area.	Riding	Clubs	should	also	not	wear	patches	as	these	are	something	which	most	MCs	consider	to	be	earned	and	not	bought.	You	will	want	to	make	sure	that	the	patch	of	your	new	MC	conforms	to	all	of	the	etiquette	surrounding	club	patches	and	is	respectful	enough	and	has	the	approval	of	the	dominant	club	in	your	area
before	wearing	it	out	and	around.	Patchholders	in	any	MC	should	be	treated	with	a	higher	degree	of	respect	as	again,	this	is	a	position	which	they	have	earned.	Typically,	although	not	exclusively,	patch	holders	in	MCs	have	been	male,	and	it	would	still	be	very	rare	and	somewhat	difficult	for	female	members	to	become	patch	holders.	This	is	again
something	which	you	will	have	to	consider	when	developing	your	MC	constitution.	Throwing	or	showing	another	form	of	disrespect	to	the	club	patch	is	also	usually	something	which	is	treated	as	a	major	disrespect	and	often	results	in	immediate	expulsion	from	a	Motorcycle	Club.	How	Motorcycle	Clubs	Have	Changed	Naturally	many	people	will
associate	Motor	Cycle	clubs	with	violence	and	notoriety.	This	is	a	perception	which	still	persists	even	to	this	day.	The	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	although	some	outlaw	MCs	still	do	exist,	and	in	great	numbers,	the	level	of	infamy	which	they	have	achieved	in	previous	generations	is	far	beyond	what	they	are	currently	involved	in.	These	clubs	certainly
still	have	very	strict	rules	and	regulations,	particularly	when	it	comes	to	respect	and	territory,	but	the	severity	of	consequence	one	would	imagine	to	breaches	in	these	rules	has	greatly	reduced.	Nowadays,	MCs	are	much	more	about	passion	for	riding	than	any	other	factors.	As	mentioned	above	though,	they	are	still	very	much	in	operation	and	should
be	consulted	is	they	are	the	dominant	club	in	your	area.	You	should	also	be	aware	that	even	though	the	landscape	may	have	changed,	peoples	negative	connotations	of	MCs	and	bikers	in	general	are	still	likely	to	persist.	Conclusion	Overall,	starting	your	own	Motorcycle	Club	is	no	easy	task.	There	are	a	variety	of	potentially	volatile	situations	which
you	have	to	carefully	overcome.	With	the	help	of	the	steps	noted	above	though,	you	should	be	well	on	your	way	to	starting	your	own	MC.	The	most	important	aspect	to	remember	is	that	even	though	MCs	have	changed	in	their	nature	over	time,	the	prevalent	factor	is	still	territory	and	respect.	As	long	as	you	approach	the	situation	with	the	latter	of
those	two	very	much	in	mind,	then	you	may	have	a	clear	road	ahead	in	order	to	establish	your	own	motorcycle	club	in	your	area.	If	you’re	a	motorcycle	rider,	you	might	have	considered	starting	a	motorcycle	club.	It	can	be	a	great	way	to	get	together	with	other	riders,	share	your	love	of	motorcycles,	and	do	some	cool	things	together.	A	motorcycle	club
is	more	than	just	a	group	of	friends	riding	motorcycles.	A	motorcycle	club	is	a	brotherhood	of	men	and	women	who	come	together	to	form	a	bond	that	can	never	be	broken.	A	motorcycle	club	is	also	one	of	the	fastest	and	most	effective	ways	to	meet	new	people	and	to	make	great	friends	for	life.	Starting	a	motorcycle	club	can	be	a	challenging	process.
First,	you	need	to	ask	yourself	why	you	want	to	create	one.	Are	you	looking	for	friendship?	Do	you	need	a	chance	to	connect	with	other	people	who	share	the	same	interests?	Are	you	looking	for	an	outlet	for	your	competitive	spirit?	Once	you	know	why	you	want	to	start	a	club,	you	can	choose	which	type	of	club	is	right	for	you.	But	starting	a
motorcycle	club	can	also	be	a	lot	of	work.	So	before	you	take	the	plunge,	make	sure	you	know	what	it	takes	to	start	and	run	a	successful	club.	This	complete	guide	will	walk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know.	Let’s	get	started!	There	are	mainly	two	types	of	motorcycle	clubs:	Riding/Riders	Club	Motorcycle	Club	What	is	a	riding/rider	club?	The
idea	of	a	group	for	people	who	love	motorcycles	is	not	new,	but	it’s	always	great	to	see	how	different	clubs	can	come	together	and	have	fun.	There	are	many	ways	you	could	potentially	participate	in	the	riding	community:	whether	it	is	by	joining	an	existing	club	or	starting	your	own	social	one	with	like-minded	individuals;	there	will	be	plenty	going	on
that	interests	everyone!	A	motorcycle	riding	club	is	a	perfect	place	for	having	a	great	time,	spending	vacations	with	your	friends,	family	members,	colleagues,	or	neighbors.	Why	not	spend	your	next	vacation	with	a	group	of	friends	on	two	wheels?	A	motorcycle	riding	club	is	a	perfect	place	for	people	who	enjoy	taking	motorcycles	out	into	nature	and
exploring	new	areas.	You	don’t	have	to	be	an	expert	biker	–	all	you	need	are	some	open-minded	individuals	that	want	nothing	more	than	to	spend	time	together	while	enjoying	this	exciting	hobby!	It’s	a	simple	gathering	of	some	people	who	love	having	motorcycle	tours	in	their	free	time.	There’s	a	whole	world	of	motorcycles	out	there	to	choose	from,
and	everyone	has	their	own	opinion	about	which	type	is	best.	Some	clubs	stick	with	just	one	brand	while	others	like	mixing	it	up	as	much	as	possible;	whatever	your	preference	may	be	having	an	interest	in	motorcycle	culture	will	provide	you	with	friends	who	share	the	same	interests!	Whether	they’re	vintage	classics	or	new	releases	–	whether	big
twin	engines	rev	up	next	year	at	yours…..	motorcycle	clubs	offer	a	sense	of	community	to	riders.	When	you’re	ready	to	start	your	own	riding	club,	all	that’s	left	is	picking	the	perfect	name	and	deciding	on	some	meetings	times.	The	process	couldn’t	be	easier!	What	is	a	Motorcycle	Club?	Motorcycles	are	amazing	machines	that	allow	people	to	explore
the	open	roads,	and	meet	other	enthusiasts.	MCs	offer	an	opportunity	for	like-minded	individuals	with	similar	interests	in	biking	or	racing	motorcycles	together!	They	promote	safety	by	adhering	to	strict	membership	rules	which	ensures	everyone	has	fun	while	riding	their	bike	without	worrying	about	getting	into	accidents	because	they	know	each
other’s	names	at	least	lip	service…..I	am	a	member	of	this	motorcycle	club	called	“MC”	where	we	do	stuff	like	ride	our	bikes	around	outside	all	day	long.	A	lot	goes	into	being	part	of	this	community:	wearing	matching	vests	that	identify	us	as	members;	having	merchandise	such	as	posters	and	stickers	at	our	disposal	(and	maybe	even	flying	flags);
bonding	over	shared	interests	like	Sons	Of	Anarchy	episodes	after	work—the	list	really	does	go.	That’s	so	true!	Motorcycles	are	great	for	fostering	community.	Motorcycle	clubs	have	been	the	backbone	of	our	society	since	they	were	created,	and	there	is	still	nothing	more	important	than	being	part	of	something	bigger	than	yourself-	even	if	it	means
sharing	some	common	goals	or	interests	with	other	people	who	may	not	know	each	others’	names	but	feel	like	family	all	around	anyway.	The	importance	of	bringing	others	together	–	it	doesn’t	matter	if	you’re	just	riding	around	town	with	friends;	being	part	of	something	bigger	than	yourself	will	always	feel	good!	Things	Need	to	Know	Before	Starting
a	Motorcycle	Club	I	recommend	that	you	talk	with	other	motorcycle	enthusiasts	and	ask	for	advice	on	how	they	started	from	scratch.	Surround	yourself	with	people	who	are	enthusiastic	about	the	same	things	and	share	your	ideas	and	problems	freely.	Be	a	good	listener	and	engage	in	the	conversation.	These	people	can	provide	you	with	helpful	advice
because	they	have	experience	in	the	field.	When	it	comes	to	starting	a	motorcycle	club,	you	need	to	have	permission	from	the	city	mayor.	It	would	be	best	to	have	a	physical	clubhouse	for	weekly	meetings,	major	decision-making,	and	various	other	forms	of	organization.	Before	starting	an	MC,	here’s	a	list	of	what	you’ll	need:	Here	are	the	top	10	tips
for	creating	a	motorcycle	club.	Read	on	to	find	out	more!	Club	Name	Before	starting	your	Motorcycle	Club,	think	carefully	about	its	name.	It’s	a	significant	part	of	your	club’s	identity	and	will	define	what	your	club	stands	for.	To	ensure	that	your	Motorcycle	Club	represents	you	and	your	members	well,	you	need	to	determine	the	meaning	of	its	name.	A
Motorcycle	Club	is	a	unique	entity	that	has	its	own	culture,	philosophy,	and	history.	Club	Logo	Hiring	a	good	graphic	designer	is	always	a	good	idea,	but	you	can	also	make	your	club	logo	to	represent	your	MC.	What	your	club	logo	looks	like	will	stay	with	you	for	all	of	your	life,	so	it’s	best	to	spend	some	time	making	sure	that	it’s	perfect.	Club	colors
should	match	your	logo	and	give	off	the	image	that	you	want	to	show	the	world.	Permission	of	City	mayor	Having	a	motorcycle	club	is	a	great	way	to	meet	new	people,	go	on	rides,	and	have	fun.	The	only	problem	is	getting	the	city	mayor’s	permission.	Is	it	that	difficult?	Yes	and	no.	It	depends	on	where	you	want	to	start	your	club.	Their	permission	can
make	or	break	your	club,	as	they	are	the	ones	which	permit	you	to	ride	motorcycles	in	town,	amongst	other	things.	Membership	Form	Before	you	bring	on	any	recruits,	they	must	first	sign	a	registration	form.	The	form	will	contain	some	important	and	personal	information	about	your	gang	members	—	like	their	mission	and	why	they	want	to	join	your
motorcycle	club.	For	some	security	reasons,	your	motorcycle	club	should	have	a	membership	form.	Good	Crew	Members	Your	crew	is	your	family.	Choose	who	you	bring	in	wisely	since	they	will	be	spending	a	lot	of	time	with	you.	The	difference	between	a	good	crew	and	a	bad	crew	is	how	they	interact	with	each	other.	On	the	same	note,	if	they
mistreat	others,	it	reflects	poorly	on	you	as	a	leader.	Talk	to	everyone	before	bringing	them	on,	and	pick	those	that	will	contribute	to	the	best	atmosphere.	Club	President	A	great	club	president	leads	by	example.	A	good	leader	should	have	an	active	role	in	their	club;	they	need	to	be	involved	with	the	community	and	dedicated.	Weekly	meetings	are	an
excellent	way	for	presidents	to	communicate	with	their	crews.	They	need	to	get	to	know	their	members	and	guide	them	in	the	right	direction	—	ensuring	that	everyone	is	satisfied.	With	help	from	the	community,	clubs	can	accomplish	much	more	than	they	ever	thought	possible.	Vice	President	If	you’re	gone	for	a	while,	it’s	up	to	the	vice	president	to
keep	everything	running	smoothly.	The	most	responsible	member	should	be	selected	as	a	vice	president.	Road	Commander	A	road	commander	also	plays	an	essential	role	when	traveling	with	all	MC	members.	He	can	show	you	the	correct	way	and	road	situation	while	traveling.	All	the	crew	members	should	obey	their	road	commander	when	traveling.
A	road	commander’s	role	is	to	make	sure	that	all	MC	members	arrive	at	the	designated	location	safely,	whether	it’s	by	bus,	van,	or	other	forms	of	transportation.	Customized	Club	vests	These	are	going	to	be	what	makes	your	club	unique,	so	it’s	essential	to	get	them	right.	One	great	way	to	do	that	is	with	personalized	custom	club	vests	and	shirts.
Motorcycle	club	vests	are	a	great	way	to	identify	whether	someone	is	part	of	a	club	or	not.	That	is	especially	true	if	you	are	in	a	motorcycle	club	and	want	to	spot	another	member.	You	can	also	customize	these	vests	to	meet	your	needs,	which	is	ideal	for	members	who	are	part	of	the	same	club	but	have	different	roles	or	functions.	Tour	Advisor	If	you
are	a	member	of	a	motorcycle	club,	you	know	how	important	it	is	for	your	fellow	members’	safety	to	have	a	tour	advisor.	This	person	can	be	any	member	of	the	club,	and	the	job	is	to	make	sure	that	the	ride	is	fun	and	safe.	MC	as	a	Non-Profit	Organization	If	you	want	to	start	your	motorcycle	club,	realize	that	you	must	have	at	least	five	members.
Although	a	motorcycle	club	can	generate	some	income	with	membership	dues,	most	of	the	club’s	money	must	come	from	other	sources.	Some	motorcycle	clubs	are	famous	because	of	their	political	influence	or	high-profile	members,	but	most	motorcycle	clubs	are	not	well	known.	They	help	other	people,	trying	to	spread	good	preaching	among	them.
Sometimes	they	also	help	law	enforcement.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	Can	anyone	start	an	MC?	The	short	answer	is	yes,	and	anyone	can	start	a	motorcycle	club.	However,	there	are	several	steps	that	you	need	to	take	before	creating	a	motorcycle	club.	It	isn’t	an	easy	task	to	start	a	motorcycle	club,	and	you	need	to	prepare	yourself	for	what
you	are	about	to	do.	There	are	several	steps	that	you	need	to	take	before	creating	a	motorcycle	club.	Do	motorcycle	clubs	make	money?	Most	motorcycle	clubs	don’t	make	enough	money	to	be	profitable;	they	have	to	cover	costs	with	membership	dues,	club	fees,	and	events.	Motorcycle	clubs	are	one	of	the	most	misunderstood	and	misrepresented
aspects	of	American	culture.	For	decades	the	media	has	portrayed	them	as	violent,	criminal	gangs	that	are	into	drugs	and	crime.	That’s	not	to	say	that	there	aren’t	any	motorcycle	gangs	that	fit	this	description	because	there	certainly	are.	Still,	for	the	most	part,	this	is	a	significant	simplification	of	what	a	motorcycle	club	is.	Read	on	to	find	out	more
about	the	truth	behind	these	groups.	Download	Article	Download	Article	Starting	a	motorcycle	club	can	be	a	good	way	to	share	your	passion	for	riding	with	other	like-minded	individuals	and	add	a	sense	of	adventure	to	your	life.	As	the	president	and	founding	member	of	your	new	local	MC,	you	hold	all	the	cards	when	it	comes	to	making	decisions	that
determine	the	direction	of	the	club,	from	crafting	your	name	and	image	to	recruiting	your	first	members,	coordinating	group	runs,	and	electing	officials.	Once	you’ve	filled	out	your	ranks	and	gotten	your	club	off	the	ground,	you	can	even	use	your	influence	to	throw	fundraisers	and	other	events	that	benefit	your	local	community.	1	Decide	on	a	general
theme	or	purpose	for	your	club.	Be	clear	about	your	reasons	for	wanting	to	start	a	motorcycle	club	in	the	first	place.	Does	it	begin	and	end	with	your	love	of	bikes,	or	does	it	have	more	to	do	with	your	longing	for	friendship	and	freedom?	What’s	the	main	thing	you	hope	to	accomplish?	Asking	questions	like	these	will	help	you	begin	forming	a	vision	that
you	can	use	to	guide	the	creation	of	your	club.[1]	Generally	speaking,	motorcycle	clubs	fall	under	one	of	two	main	categories:	riding	clubs,	which	are	mostly	concerned	with	riding,	working	on,	and	discussing	motorcycles,	and	“MCs,”	which	also	embrace	the	more	tribe-like	aspects	of	cycle	culture.	If	you’re	mostly	interested	in	riding,	you	won’t	need	to
worry	too	much	about	building	an	image	or	establishing	a	hierarchy	for	your	club.	If	you’re	leaning	more	towards	the	MC	course,	you’ll	want	to	keep	these	sorts	considerations	in	mind	going	forward.[2]	2	Think	about	whether	you’ll	accept	all	bikes	or	just	a	specific	brand.	Some	clubs	are	adamant	that	their	members	all	ride	the	same	brand	or	style	of
bike—the	H.O.G.	(short	for	Harley	Owners	Group),	for	example,	all	ride	Harley	Davidson	motorcycles.	However,	there’s	no	rule	that	says	this	has	to	be	the	case.	You	have	the	freedom	to	accept	anyone	regardless	of	what	they	have	between	their	legs.	Ultimately,	it	comes	down	to	your	own	preferences.[3]	Opening	your	club	to	all	bike	owners	will	allow
you	to	share	the	simple	joy	of	riding	with	more	people.	If	you’re	passionate	about	a	particular	brand	of	bikes,	it	might	make	more	sense	to	restrict	your	membership	to	owners	who	are	as	loyal	to	that	brand	as	you	are.	Advertisement	3	Come	up	with	a	fitting	name	that	represents	your	club.	Now	that	you’ve	outlined	your	reasons	for	starting	your	club,
put	some	thought	into	what	you	want	to	call	it.	Choose	a	name	that	exemplifies	some	part	of	your	philosophy,	image,	or	purpose.	A	name	like	“Blacktop	Wizards,”	for	instance,	suggests	impressive	riding	ability	and	a	sense	of	style,	while	something	like	“Union	County	Cycle	Club”	will	give	non-members	a	more	straightforward	idea	of	who	you	are	and
what	you	do.	Most	MCs	include	the	name	of	their	town,	county,	city,	or	territory	to	advertise	their	place	of	origin	and	distinguish	themselves	from	other	similarly-named	groups.[4]	Avoid	naming	your	club	anything	that	sounds	overly	violent,	intimidating,	or	offensive.	Unsavory-sounding	labels	could	give	your	club	an	undeserved	bad	reputation	or	even
attract	the	attention	of	local	law	enforcement.	4	Draft	a	mission	statement	to	help	your	club	stand	out.	If	you	live	near	a	major	city,	chances	are	there’s	already	at	least	one	other	MC	operating	in	the	area.	Crafting	a	detailed	mission	statement	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	express	your	intentions	for	your	club	and	explain	what	sets	it	apart	from
others.	Try	to	convey	a	sense	of	the	values	and	ideals	that	came	to	mind	when	you	first	had	a	notion	to	start	your	club.[5]	Your	mission	statement	might	start	with	a	sentence	like:	“United	Riders	of	Kalamazoo	were	founded	with	a	single	mission	in	mind:	to	heed	the	call	of	the	open	road	and	resurrect	the	ideals	of	freedom,	adventure,	and	independence
that	make	owning	a	cycle	so	thrilling	in	the	first	place.”	Writing	your	mission	statement	can	also	help	you	further	solidify	your	vision	for	your	club.	Tip:	If	you’re	not	sure	where	to	start,	try	distilling	your	message	down	to	one	or	two	key	words	or	phrases—recreation,	brotherhood,	community	service,	etc.	5	Create	a	logo	and	other	visual	elements	to
identify	your	club.	Flex	your	creative	muscle	by	sketching	out	an	emblem	(or	“colors”)	that	symbolizes	what	your	club	stands	for.	If	you	have	graphic	design	skills	or	know	someone	who	does,	take	the	time	to	piece	together	a	high-quality	rendering.	Another	option	is	to	commission	a	professional	artist	to	produce	a	logo	for	you	based	on	an	original
idea.	That	way,	you	can	make	sure	that	the	design	has	a	polished,	legitimate	look.[6]	If	your	club	is	going	to	be	known	as	“The	Grotto	Gearheads,”	your	logo	might	depict	two	bolt-shaped	‘G’s	being	tightened	by	a	wrench,	or	something	edgier,	like	a	skull	and	two	crossed	pistons.	Your	club’s	colors	will	be	a	visual	representation	of	everything	you	do.
You	can	use	it	to	put	your	stamp	on	all	materials	produced	by	your	club,	including	custom	clothing	and	gear,	newsletters,	business	cards,	and	social	media	profiles.	6	Consider	registering	your	club	as	a	non-profit	organization	in	your	state.	Applying	for	recognition	as	a	non-profit	is	often	as	easy	as	filling	out	a	few	pieces	of	paperwork,	submitting	a
business	plan	or	objective	proposal,	and	providing	the	names	of	your	main	committee	members.	If	your	request	is	granted,	your	club	will	qualify	for	liability	insurance,	solicitation	licenses,	sales	tax	exemption	and	other	legal	benefits.[7]	A	copy	of	your	mission	statement	should	meet	the	criteria	for	a	business	plan	or	proposal.	In	the	United	States,	the
Internal	Revenue	Service	(IRS)	is	the	governing	body	that	oversees	requests	for	non-profit	status.[8]	Advertisement	1	Make	registration	forms	to	hand	out	to	prospective	members.	Have	anyone	who	wants	to	join	your	club	fill	out	a	special	application.	This	form	should	include	all	of	the	relevant	information	about	the	interested	party,	including	their
name,	age,	occupation,	address,	and	the	type	of	bike	they	own.	A	hopeful	recruit’s	registration	form	should	tell	you	everything	you	need	to	know	about	them	up	front.[9]	Collect	and	review	each	application	yourself	to	decide	who	to	let	in,	or	delegate	the	task	to	another	trusted	friend	or	club	member.	If	you	have	any	other	requirements	for	joining,
such	as	membership	in	a	church	or	the	absence	of	a	criminal	record,	be	sure	to	mention	them	in	your	registration	forms	as	well.	2	Reserve	first	membership	rights	to	your	close	friends	and	family.	If	you	have	loved	ones	who	also	ride	and	want	to	be	a	part	of	larger	community,	see	if	they	would	be	interested	in	joining	your	club	while	it’s	in	its	infancy.
The	members	of	motorcycle	clubs	often	end	up	becoming	as	close	as	family,	so	it	only	makes	sense	to	do	your	actual	family	and	friends	the	honor	of	extending	them	the	first	invitations.[10]	Make	sure	you	only	ask	loved	ones	who	are	legally	eligible	to	own	and	operate	a	motorcycle	in	your	home	state	or	territory.	The	best	part	about	bringing	in	friends
and	family	is	that	you	already	know	them	well,	which	means	you	won’t	have	to	worry	about	vetting	them	or	pondering	whether	they’d	be	a	good	fit.	3	Put	out	an	open	invitation	to	other	bike	enthusiasts.	To	help	get	the	word	out,	set	up	a	Facebook,	Twitter,	or	Instagram	page	where	you	can	post	club-related	news	and	announcements.	You	could	also
try	putting	up	flyers,	posting	on	local	message	boards,	or	having	your	members	spread	the	message	to	anyone	else	they	can	vouch	for	that	might	be	willing	to	take	part.[11]	Distribute	flyers	and	similar	materials	in	places	where	bikers	are	known	to	congregate,	such	as	motorcycle	retailers,	racetracks,	rest	stops,	and	bars.	A	more	inclusive	club	format
will	be	your	best	bet	if	your	goal	is	simply	to	meet	as	many	fellow	cycle	aficionados	as	possible.	4	Organize	community	meetings	to	attract	prospects	around	you.	Start	offering	basic	riding	or	maintenance	lessons	to	the	people	who	live	in	your	area.	These	types	of	meetings	will	give	you	a	chance	to	meet	and	interact	with	individuals	in	an	intimate
setting	before	you	make	up	your	mind	whether	or	not	to	induct	them	into	your	club.	They	can	also	be	a	good	way	to	gauge	local	interest	in	a	formal	club	structure.[12]	Depending	on	the	laws	where	you	live,	you	may	need	a	special	permit	to	hold	a	gathering	in	a	public	place	or	provide	instruction	to	unlicensed	individuals.	5	Appoint	officials	if	you
want	your	club	to	have	a	more	official	structure.	Once	you’ve	begun	adding	members	to	your	ranks,	assign	them	various	responsibilities	based	on	their	unique	strengths	and	skill	sets.	If	your	club	is	big	enough,	consider	holding	interviews	or	elections	to	narrow	down	your	candidates.	A	small	local	club	may	have	a	president	(you),	a	vice	president,	and
a	road	captain	to	lead	group	runs,	while	larger	clubs	who	conduct	internal	business	may	also	benefit	from	positions	like	secretary	and	treasurer.[13]	Some	other	officials	you	might	choose	to	have	in	your	club	include	enforcer	(a	member	tasked	with	ensuring	that	other	members	follow	club	bylaws),	chaplain,	medic,	and	“tailgunner,”	or	emergency
repair	specialist.[14]	Take	into	account	the	size,	reach,	and	specific	needs	of	your	club	when	determining	how	many	and	what	kind	of	positions	to	create.	Tip:	If	you	plan	on	having	a	uniform	or	custom	accessories	such	as	shirts	or	vests	for	your	club,	have	special	patches,	pins,	or	tags	made	to	signify	each	official’s	position.	Advertisement	1	Establish	a
designated	meeting	place.	At	first,	your	meeting	place	will	likely	be	your	home,	or	perhaps	your	favorite	bar	or	restaurant.	As	you	continue	to	expand,	however,	you	might	consider	buying	or	leasing	a	location	to	serve	as	an	official	clubhouse.	There,	you	and	your	members	can	come	together	whenever	you	like	to	socialize,	coordinate	outings,	and	talk
shop.[15]	Privately-owned	buildings,	standalone	garages,	basements,	and	renovated	barns	could	all	make	good	clubhouses.	Make	sure	your	meeting	place	is	somewhere	central	to	all	of	your	members,	if	possible.	It	may	not	always	be	convenient	for	them	to	come	to	you	if	they’re	traveling	from	an	outlying	area.	2	Schedule	regular	times	to	meet.	At
their	core,	all	motorcycle	clubs	are	social	groups,	which	means	getting	together	to	ride	and	have	a	good	time	is	what	it’s	all	about.	Try	to	make	time	on	a	weekly,	bi-weekly,	or	monthly	basis	to	assemble	for	group	runs	and	other	events.	Encourage	as	many	members	as	possible	to	be	present	for	club	meetings.	You	might	even	make	regular	attendance	a
requirement	for	continued	membership.[16]	Of	course,	you	don’t	have	to	ride	every	time	you	meet.	You	could	also	use	your	time	to	discuss	club-related	affairs,	plan	events,	or	simply	hang	out.	Communicate	with	your	members	to	schedule	meetings	for	times	and	dates	that	accommodate	their	lives	outside	of	the	club.	3	Plan	fundraisers	to	give	back	to
your	community.	Community-building	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	many	motorcycle	clubs.	To	this	end,	putting	on	charitable	events	like	exhibition	races,	food	and	toy	drives,	and	donation-based	raffles	can	be	a	good	way	to	raise	money	for	various	causes.	This	in	turn	will	help	you	make	a	connection	with	the	people	in	your	hometown	and	improve	your
standing	and	public	image.[17]	Reach	out	to	local	businesses	who	might	be	interested	in	sponsoring	your	event	or	providing	services	like	catering	or	entertainment.	If	you	strike	up	a	solid	working	relationship,	you	could	find	yourself	in	a	position	to	partner	with	them	on	bigger	events	in	the	future.[18]	Even	if	your	events	don’t	generate	a	profit,	they
can	still	provide	an	opportunity	to	bring	people	together	and	strengthen	community	ties.	Tip:	Make	sure	you	set	up	your	events	by	the	book.	The	last	thing	you	want	is	to	get	shut	down	because	your	local	law	enforcement	agencies	think	you're	doing	something	illegal.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Thanks
Thanks	Advertisement	Thanks	for	reading	our	article!	If	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	starting	a	club,	check	out	our	in-depth	interview	with	Pete	Canalichio.	Co-authored	by:	Brand	Strategist	&	Licensing	Expert	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Pete	Canalichio.	Pete	Canalichio	is	a	Brand	Strategist,	Licensing	Expert,	and	Founder	of	BrandAlive.	With
nearly	30	years	of	experience	at	companies	such	as	Coca-Cola	and	Newell	Brands,	he	specializes	in	helping	brands	find	the	most	authentic	parts	of	their	story	to	build	a	brand	strategy.	Pete	holds	an	MBA	from	the	University	of	North	Carolina	at	Chapel	Hill	and	a	BS	in	Physics	from	the	United	States	Naval	Academy.	In	2006,	he	won	an	MVP	Award
from	Newell	Brands	for	his	contributions	to	their	Global	Licensing	department.	He’s	also	penned	the	award-winning	book,	Expand,	Grow,	Thrive.	This	article	has	been	viewed	55,775	times.	Co-authors:	9	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:	55,775	Categories:	Clubs	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been
read	55,775	times.	"I	like	this	article	because	it	has	the	basic	fundamentals	for	starting	your	own	motorcycle	club.	"	Share	your	story	Are	you	looking	for	information	on	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club?	Tired	of	all	the	old	clubs	in	your	neighborhood?	Then	you	have	come	to	the	right	place.	In	this	guide,	you	will	learn	all	there	is	to	know	about
motorcycle	clubs,	what	they	stand	for,	and	how	to	start	one.	Types	Of	Motorcycle	Clubs	Reviews:	To	give	you	accurate	answers,	however,	you	need	to	know	the	kind	of	motorcycle	club	to	start.	Basically,	there	are	two	kinds:	1.	Riding	Club	A	riding	club	is	a	group	of	acquaintances	and	friends	who	like	riding	motorbikes.	They	get	to	together	from	time
to	time,	to	socialize	and	ride	their	bikes.	These	clubs	may	consist	of	owners	of	a	particular	brand	of	motorcycles.	As	such,	there	are	Harley	Davidson	riding	clubs,	BMW	riding	clubs,	Honda	CB	riding	clubs,	and	the	like.	That	said,	most	riding	clubs	are	usually	open	to	guests	and	members	from	other	clubs.	Further,	the	clubs	have	links	between
members	who	might	not	have	the	same	brand	of	a	motorbike.	This	means	that	you	can	find	riding	clubs	comprised	of	law	enforcement	officers,	military	veterans,	and	so	on.	Learning	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club	of	this	kind	is	pretty	easy.	All	you	have	to	do	is	start	meeting	and	riding	with	others	who	have	the	same	inclinations	and	love	of	bikes.	You
can	also	establish	chapter	bylaws	and	elect	officers	–	although	this	is	entirely	optional.	2.	Motorcycle	Club	This	is	the	official	type	of	motorcycle	club.	Otherwise	denoted	as	an	MC,	it	is	also	referred	to	as	a	1%er	club.	Members	usually	wear	club	vests	to	identify	themselves.	The	vests	have	3-piece	patches	on	the	back,	which	is	why	an	MC	is	also	called
a	three	piece	patch	MC.	The	top	rocker	(top	part	of	the	MC	patch)	has	the	name	of	the	motorcycle	club	knit	into	it.	The	center	contains	the	club’s	logo	while	the	bottom	rocker	contains	the	name	of	the	locality,	state,	or	city	where	the	chapter	is	found.	Learning	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club	of	this	kind	is	quite	different	from	starting	a	regular	riding
club.	The	MC	is	typically	protective	of	its	location.	Further,	there	should	be	a	dominant	club	that	reigns	supreme	over	other	MCs.	There	will	also	be	a	national	organization	to	provide	cooperation	and	communication	links	between	the	different	MCs.	This	organization	is	referred	to	the	Confederation	of	Clubs	(COC).	To	start	an	actual	MC,	therefore,
you	need	to	get	in	touch	with	the	most	dominant	local	club	or	the	COC.	They	will	ask	why	you	won’t	join	existing	MCs.	If	you	give	a	logical,	understandable	answer,	they	will	allow	you	to	start	the	club	and	provide	you	with	the	steps	you	would	follow.	However,	if	your	answer	isn’t	found	to	be	satisfactory,	you	won’t	be	allowed	to	start	the	new	club.	Do
not,	for	any	reason,	fail	to	heed	to	this	advice.	What	You	Will	Need	As	mentioned	above,	learning	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club	will	depend	on	whether	you	are	looking	to	establish	a	riding	club	or	an	MC.	In	this	guide,	you	will	find	steps	for	riding	club	formation.	Remember,	a	club	should	offer	something	unique	to	its	members.	In	the	riding	club	you
form,	members	should	be	able	to	meet,	ride	around,	and	have	fun.	Here’s	what	you	will	need	to	start	a	riding	club:	Members	Registration	forms	Bikes	Riders	Mission	statement	Cause/organization	to	support	Draft	proposal	Liability	insurance	Sales	tax	exemption	Solicitation	License	Steps	To	Start	A	Motorcycle	Club	Here’s	how	to	start	a	motorcycle
club:	1.	Research	The	first	step	is	to	research	your	local	motorcycle	community.	There	should	be	other	clubs	in	the	area	–	with	some	having	a	strong	reputation.	Others	will	have	been	in	the	business	much	longer	than	you	anticipated.	The	chances	are	that	you	will	end	up	competing	with	any	local	community	you	find.	This	means	that	you	should	set	a
mission	statement	that	will	set	your	riding	club	apart	from	the	others.	As	you	do	this,	think	about	the	ideas	and	values	you	wish	your	motorcycle	club	to	represent,	the	types	of	members	you	intend	to	target,	and	the	organizations	and	causes	your	new	club	will	support.	Your	research	should	also	uncover	the	following:	The	location	of	the	club	The
dominant	1%	club	in	the	area	If	there	is	a	COC	(or	another	type	of	Motorcycle	Rights	Association)	in	the	area	If	there	are	other	non-1%	clubs	in	the	area	The	kind	of	motorcycle	club	you	wish	to	start	(service	oriented,	riding,	or	social	club)	How	to	get	new	members	to	join	Requirements	for	joining	the	clubs	Accept	all	brands	or	specific	bike	only	clubs
The	number	of	members	you	would	like	to	have	How	well	you	know	the	potential	members	of	the	club	2.	Symbolize	After	your	research	has	delivered	the	answers	you	were	looking	for,	you	should	establish	the	unique	symbol	that	will	represent	your	mission	statement	and	form	the	badge	for	your	club.	Needless	to	say,	learning	how	to	start	a
motorcycle	club	means	that	you	should	pick	a	symbol	that	is	starkly	different	from	any	other	motorcycle	club.	You	certainly	don’t	want	to	be	confronted	for	copying.	3.	Protection	As	far	as	possible,	ensure	that	you	do	not	get	into	competition	with	any	other	motorcycle	club	in	the	area.	Instead,	you	should	get	in	touch	with	the	dominant	clubs	and
inform	them	about	the	initiatives	of	your	own	club.	Be	forthcoming	and	respectful	while	discussing	your	mission.	4.	Form	The	Club	Start	forming	the	club	by	enrolling	people	you	are	familiar	with.	Ideally,	members	should	be	comprised	of	riders	who	share	your	passion	for	motorbikes.	You	can	also	enlist	new	members	by	organizing	community
meetings	where	you	will	educate	the	local	riding	community	about	the	new	club,	its	mission,	and	what	it	stands	for.	To	get	the	word	out,	consider	using	word	of	mouth	advertising,	creating	newsletters,	and	posting	flyers.	5.	Appoint	Officials	Then,	you	should	hold	committee	appointments	where	you	will	delegate	officials	for	the	new	motorcycle	club.
These	officials	should	include	the	following:	A	president	A	vice	president	A	secretary	A	treasurer	A	road	captain	The	officials	will	give	your	club	structure.	You	can	set	up	meetings	at	the	home	of	one	of	the	committee	members	or	at	any	secure	establishment	everyone	is	comfortable	visiting.	6.	Registration	The	next	step	would	be	to	register	the	new
organization	as	a	not-for-profit	in	your	state.	To	register,	you	need	a	final	draft	of	the	documentation	for	the	club.	This	draft	will	contain	the	club’s	Purpose	Mission	statement	Names	of	committee	members	Titles	of	all	committee	members	Submit	the	proposal	for	registration	with	the	relevant	government	authority.	Then,	apply	for	liability	insurance,
sales	tax	exemption,	and	a	solicitation	license.	7.	Organize	After	you’ve	successfully	learned	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club,	it	has	been	registered	and	is	fully	active,	you	should	use	it	to	do	good.	Organize	fundraisers	that	will	build	up	some	financial	resources	for	the	club.	Then,	invest	these	funds	into	branding	the	club	and	any	other	essential	activity
you	set	out	in	your	mission	statement.	Final	Verdict	So,	there	you	have	it	–	a	detailed	guide	on	how	to	start	a	motorcycle	club.	Follow	the	steps	above	to	establish	your	own	especially	if	there	is	no	local	club	in	your	area	or	if	the	existing	riding	and	motorcycle	clubs	do	not	reflect	who	you	are,	what	you	stand	for,	or	how	you	intend	to	use	your	riding
skills/talent/passion.




