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Page	2	Chapter	20	¢Ã​Â​Â	Adjust	Menu	|	Light	>	Levels	&	Curves	181	Chapter	20	Adjust	Menu	A	Please	note	:	Tools	that	apply	only	to	RAW	images	do	not	appear	in	the	menus.	Tools	specific	to	RAW	images	are	available	in	the	Develop	step	of	the	Edit	List	palette.	Light	>	Levels	&	Curves	The	Levels	&	Curves	tool	combines	two	of	the	most	often	used
tonal	enhancing	features	into	one	easy-to-	use	editor.	The	Levels	&	Curves	tool	enables	you	to	adjust	contrast,	tone	levels	(brightness),	and	color	balance	to	make	maximum	use	of	the	tone	range	and	color	gamut	offered	by	a	particular	output	device,	such	as	a	printer	or	monitor.	The	Levels	&	Curves	tool	provides	you	with	controls	to	make	tonal
adjustments	to	specific	portions	of	the	active	image¢Ã​Â​Âs	tone	range	for	either	the	entire	image	or	to	specific	color	channels,	making	it	possible	to	enhance	the	image	while	preserving	detail.	Page	3	182	Chapter	20	¢Ã​Â​Â	Adjust	Menu	|	Light	>	Levels	&	Curves	To	use	the	Levels	&	Curves	tool	to	edit	your	images,	follow	these	steps:	1	Navigate	to	the
Adjust	menu,	select	the	Light	sub-	menu,	and	select	Levels	&	Curves	.	2	Select	the	channels	to	be	adjusted	using	the	channel	selector.	Typically,	the	RGB	option	is	used	when	editing	images.	3	Click	directly	on	the	curve	to	add	an	anchor	point	that	can	be	moved	and	adjusted.	By	increasing	the	slope	of	the	curve	you	will	increase	the	contrast	in	the
image.	Decreasing	the	slope	of	the	curve	will	decrease	the	contrast	in	the	image.	The	anchor	points	may	also	be	set	to	minimize	the	amount	of	change	that	occurs	to	a	tonal	range	of	the	image.	4	Delete	any	unwanted	anchor	points	by	clicking	and	dragging	the	anchor	point	outside	of	the	curve	editor.	Page	4	Chapter	20	¢Ã​Â​Â	Adjust	Menu	|	Light	>
Levels	&	Curves	183	The	Levels	&	Curves	tool	provides	you	with	the	following	controls:	q	Channel	Selector	The	channel	selector	lets	you	select	which	channel,	or	portion	of	colors,	you	want	to	affect.	The	default	is	to	edit	Three	channels,	red,	green	and	blue,	simultaneously.	Click	this	drop-down	menu	to	select	a	single	channel	to	change.	Pagine	5
When	the	channel	selector	is	set	to	the	RGB	option,	the	histogram	represents	the	brightness	from	black	to	white.	When	you	change	a	single	channel,	the	histogram	represents	the	lightness	from	the	absence	of	that	color	to	the	maximum	brightness	of	that	color.	The	histogram	is	very	useful	for	determining	how	to	adjust	the	settings	within	the	level	&
curve	passage.	Click	anywhere	on	the	curve	to	add	an	anchor	point.	Move	the	anchor	point	to	change	the	ratio	between	the	input	and	output	values.	Move	a	point	up	makes	the	objects	of	that	brighter	value,	while	moving	a	point	below	makes	the	objects	of	that	darker	value.	The	curve	is	automatically	adjusted	to	ensure	a	fluid	transition	between	each
point	added	to	the	image.	Anchor	points	can	be	removed	by	simply	clicking	and	dragging	the	anchor	point	out	of	the	curve	editor.	And	black	and	white	scroll	devices	These	two	sliders	allow	you	to	set	the	maximum	and	minimum	brightness	levels	of	the	image.	By	dragging	the	white	output	cursor	downwards,	the	lightest	brightness	level	of	the	image	is
darkened,	and	dragging	the	black	output	cursor	to	the	high,	it	clears	the	darkest	brightness	level	of	the	image.	These	two	cursors	are	often	used	if	the	darkest	and	most	clear	colors	of	the	image	must	not	be	pure	white	(255,	255,	255)	and	pure	black	(0,	0,	0).	R	Black,	medium	and	white	scrolling	devices	The	black,	medium	and	white	sliders	will
automatically	adjust	the	curve	for	you.	Black	Point	Slider	Move	the	black	point	slider	to	the	right	to	set	all	the	brightness	values	​​from	the	point	left	to	complete	black	(or	until	the	channel	color	is	absent	when	working	on	a	single	color	channel).	This	will	redistribute	all	values	to	extend	the	brightness	range	to	match	the	full	range	of	values	possible.	We
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