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In	this	article,	we	want	to	tell	you	about	the	breeds	of	goat	in	Nigeria.	Farming	and	animal	rearing	is	developing	in	the	country	and	the	production	of	meat	and	milk	is	becoming	more	popular	among	farmers.In	such	countries	as	Nigeria,	goats	have	special	characteristics	that	make	it	possible	for	them	to	survive	in	the	environment.	The	main
classification	divides	goats	into	two	categories:	Local	breeds	and	Exotic	breeds.	Let’s	check	local	types	of	goats	in	Nigeria,	there	are	four	main	breeds	which	are	most	adapted	for	the	Nigerian	environment.	Local	Breeds	of	Goats:Photo:	roysfarm.comREAD	ALSO:	Goat	farming	in	Nigeria:	Tips	for	successful	businessThis	breed	is	characterized	by	a
short	fine	coat	that	could	be	black,	red,	white	or	spotted.	They	can	have	medium	or	large	body	size.	The	goats	have	short	ears	possessed	horizontally,	the	horns	drop	down.	Both	male	and	female	have	horns,	these	animals	well	adapted	for	long-distance	trekking,	and	can	survive	in	desert	areas	of	the	country.	The	goats	have	long	legs	that	make	them
adapted	for	nomadic	life.	The	weight	of	a	mature	goat	is	25	-	30	kg.	This	breed	of	goats	mostly	used	for	meat.	They	also	called	“Ogufe”	especially	in	the	South-west	of	the	country.	Photo:	nairaland.comThis	bread	is	spread	mostly	in	the	Sokoto	area.	This	type	is	considered	as	one	of	the	most	well	defined	among	African	bread.	The	color	of	the	skin	coat
is	red,	and	it	is	very	valued	for	leather	production.	There	is	also	a	sub-breads	of	such	goats,	they	are	called	Kano	brown	and	Boronu	white.	The	goats	have	horns	and	horizontally	positioned	short	ears.	Mature	animals	have	20-	30	kg	of	weight.	Photo:	roysfarm.comThis	is	a	different	breed	of	goat	in	Nigeria.	Such	a	type	of	goats	can	be	founded	in	forest
areas	of	the	country.	The	animal	has	a	small	size	of	body	and	short	legs.	Such	characteristics	allow	them	to	move	easily	through	thick	vegetation	of	the	forest.	The	colors	can	be	different	from	black	to	white	or	gray	or	even	multicolored.	The	height	of	a	mature	goat	is	40	or	50	cm,	and	the	weight	is	from	18	to	20kg.	The	breed	is	resistant	to
trypanosome	and	very	hardy.	Photo:	roysfarm.comREAD	ALSO:	Pig	farming	in	Nigeria	This	is	another	small-size	type	of	goats.	The	weight	of	an	adult	person	is	around	39	kg.	They	are	short	and	slightly	chubby.	The	time	of	life	is	ten	years	on	average.	They	are	characterized	as	very	smart	animals	and	can	be	great	pets.	They	can	easily	adapt	to
different	climate	conditions.Exotic	breeds	of	goat	in	NigeriaPhoto:	agromaripa.comThis	breed	is	widespread	all	over	the	world	but	originates	from	Switzerland.	The	animal	has	white	coat	and	large	size.	Mature	goats	obtain	the	weight	of	about	75kg.	They	are	also	able	to	produce	3	liters	of	milk	a	day.	Photo:	goatgenetics.comThis	breed	came	from
England,	it	can	have	different	colors,	but	white	and	brown	dominate.	The	weight	of	mature	breed	can	be	from	60	to	70	kg.	This	breed	is	very	adaptable	to	a	tropical	climate.	Photo:	goatsavvy.comAnother	breed	from	Switzerland,	it	is	also	widespread	and	known	all	over	the	world.	They	have	chocolate	or	brown	coat.	The	weight	of	mature	animals	is
usually	from	50	to	65kg.	They	usually	produce	2-2.5	liters	of	milk	a	day.	Photo:	thatsfarming.comREAD	ALSO:	Types	of	farming	systems	in	AfricaThe	goats	of	originate	from	Alp	region,	they	are	known	for	a	variety	of	colors.	The	weight	is	usually	from	60	to	65	kg.	Farmers	usually	use	them	for	both	milk	and	meat	production.	Photo:	expert-
market.comThis	breed	originated	from	India,	the	animals	have	large	lopped	ears	and	most	often	has	black	or	brown	colors.	An	adult	animal	can	rich	75kg	of	weight.	Such	goats	are	adapted	for	tropics	and	have	a	good	potential	for	meat	and	milk	production.	Photo:	expert-market.comThis	breed	have	white	color	usually	with	brown	neck	and	head.	The
weight	of	the	adult	goat	can	rich	even	130	kg,	and	farmers	kept	them	mostly	for	meat	production.	They	are	horned	and	have	lop	ears.	Nigerian	farmers	have	been	raising	cattle	for	many	centuries,	a	big	experience	in	this	kind	of	agriculture	made	it	possible	to	breed	new	breeds	of	animals	and	increase	productivity.	Commercial	and	domestic	goat
farming	plays	a	vital	role	in	the	development	of	agriculture	and	a	whole	economic	system	in	the	country.	The	northern	part	of	Nigeria	is	quite	actively	involved	in	commercial	goat	farming.	Goat	meat	has	great	demand	that	is	why	there	is	a	great	opportunity	to	develop	goat	farming	business.	The	list	of	benefits	of	such	a	business	is	huge.	These	are	the
types	of	goats	in	Nigeria,	as	you	see	the	choice	is	big	enough,	we	hope	that	this	information	will	be	helpful	for	your	farming	activity.	READ	ALSO:	Farm	animal	diseases	and	their	causes	Source:	Legit.ng	In	Nigeria,	commercial	and	domestic	goat	farming	plays	a	vital	role	in	the	development	of	agriculture	in	the	country.	The	Northern	part	of	Nigeria	is
actively	involved	in	commercial	goat	farming	and	goat	meat	is	in	high	demand	in	the	country.	There	are	different	breeds	of	goats	in	Nigeria	and	these	breeds	produce	different	quantity/quality	of	meat,	hides,	skin,	fiber,	and	milk.	The	3	main	breeds	are:	1)	West	African	Dwarf	This	type	of	goat	is	commonly	found	in	the	Southwestern	part	of	Nigeria,
their	meat	has	a	special	taste	and	they	are	commonly	reared	for	beef.	This	breed	of	goat	has	a	high	resistibility	to	trypanosome,	a	common	disease	of	goats.	2)	Sokoto	Maradi	Red	This	breed	is	commonly	found	in	northwestern	Nigeria,	it	is	darkly	red	in	colour	and	weighs	between	20	–	30	kg	at	maturity.	3)	Borno	Sahel	They	are	commonly	found	in	the
Sahel	region	of	the	country,	they	are	well	adapted	to	trekking	long	distances	for	grazing,	and	mature	goat	weighs	between	25-30	kg.	Although	these	are	the	main	breeds	in	Nigeria,	farmers	have	begun	to	import	foreign	breeds	for	rearing	purposes.	Breeds	such	as	Boer,	Sirohi,	and	Kalahari	are	frequently	being	purchased	from	South	Africa	and	India
by	Nigerian	farmers.	These	breeds	are	popular	for	their	good	body	formation	and	skin	quality,	helping	to	provide	immense	profitability	for	the	farmer.	With	good	maintenance	and	feed,	an	average	Boer	can	grow	up	to	80	kg	in	weight,	which	is	much	more	than	an	average	West	African	dwarf.	The	advantages	of	rearing	foreign	breeds	of	goat	are
numerous,	that	is	if	a	farmer	can	overcome	the	challenges	involved.	However,	foreign	goat	breeds	can	be	costly,	Importing	a	30	kg	Sirohi	breed	can	go	up	to	N72,	000,	while	an	80-100	kg	goat	of	the	same	breed	goes	for	almost	N200,	000.	Generally,	the	full	cost	of	importing	these	goats	breed	varies	which	is	due	to	cost	like	vaccination,	customs	duty,
and	air	freight.	If	a	farmer	can	surmount	these	challenges,	foreign	breeds	can	be	very	profitable.	They	can	also	be	cross	breed	with	the	local	breed	or	raised	breed	pure.	Kid	goats	of	a	foreign	breed	can	be	sold	for	nice	sums	to	other	livestock	farmers	in	Nigeria.	To	properly	benefit	from	raising	a	foreign	breed	of	goat,	it	would	be	advisable	to	buy	one
or	two	male	goats	and	three	or	more	female	goats	for	starters	based	on	the	finances	of	the	farmer.	Although	foreign	breeds	are	very	profitable,	with	the	right	amount	of	care,	feed	and	management,	farmers	can	make	a	good	profit	from	raising	local	breeds	of	goats.	Now,	let’s	take	a	look	at	the	local	and	exotic	breeds	of	goats	in	the	country.	Local
breeds	This	breed	is	characterized	by	a	short	fine	coat	that	could	be	black,	red,	white	or	spotted.	They	can	have	medium	or	large	body	size.	The	goats	have	short	ears	possessed	horizontally,	the	horns	drop	down.	Both	male	and	female	have	horns,	these	animals	well	adapted	for	long-distance	trekking,	and	can	survive	in	desert	areas	of	the	country.
The	goats	have	long	legs	that	make	them	adapted	for	nomadic	life.	The	weight	of	a	mature	goat	is	25	–	30	kg.	This	breed	of	goats	mostly	used	for	meat.	They	also	called	“Ogufe”	especially	in	the	South-west	of	the	country.	This	bread	is	found	mostly	in	Sokoto.	This	breed	is	considered	one	of	the	most	well	defined	African	breeds.	The	color	of	the	skin
coat	is	red,	and	it	is	very	valued	for	leather	production.	There	is	also	a	sub-breed	of	this	goat,	they	are	called	Kano	brown	and	Boronu	white.	The	goats	have	horns	and	horizontally	positioned	short	ears.	Mature	animals	have	20-	30	kg	of	weight.	This	is	a	different	breed	of	goat	in	Nigeria.	Such	a	type	of	goats	can	be	founded	in	forest	areas	of	the
country.	The	animal	has	a	small	size	of	body	and	short	legs.	Such	characteristics	allow	them	to	move	easily	through	thick	vegetation	of	the	forest.	The	colors	can	be	different	from	black	to	white	or	gray	or	even	multicolored.	The	height	of	a	mature	goat	is	40	or	50	cm,	and	the	weight	is	from	18	to	20kg.	The	breed	is	resistant	to	trypanosome	and	very
hardy.	This	is	another	small-size	type	of	goats.	The	weight	of	an	adult	person	is	around	39	kg.	They	are	short	and	slightly	chubby.	The	time	of	life	is	ten	years	on	average.	They	are	characterized	as	very	smart	animals	and	can	be	great	pets.	They	can	easily	adapt	to	different	climate	conditions.	Exotic	breeds		This	breed	is	widespread	all	over	the	world
but	originates	from	Switzerland.	The	animal	has	a	white	coat	and	large	in	size.	Mature	goats	obtain	a	weight	of	about	75	kg.	They	are	also	able	to	produce	3	liters	of	milk	a	day.	This	breed	came	from	England,	it	can	have	different	colors,	but	white	and	brown	dominate.	The	weight	of	mature	breed	can	be	from	60	to	70	kg.	This	breed	is	very	adaptable
to	a	tropical	climate.	This	is	another	breed	from	Switzerland.	It	is	widespread	and	known	all	over	the	world.	They	have	chocolate	or	brown	coat.	The	weight	of	mature	animals	is	usually	from	50	to	65	kg.	They	usually	produce	2-2.5	liters	of	milk	a	day.	The	goats	originate	from	Alp	region,	they	are	known	for	a	variety	of	colors.	The	weight	is	usually	from
60	to	65	kg.	Farmers	usually	use	them	for	both	milk	and	meat	production.	This	breed	originated	from	India,	the	animals	have	large	lopped	ears	and	most	often	has	black	or	brown	colors.	An	adult	animal	can	rich	75	kg	of	weight.	Such	goats	are	adapted	for	tropics	and	have	good	potential	for	meat	and	milk	production.	This	breed	is	white	in	color
usually	with	brown	neck	and	head.	The	adult	goat	weighs	130	kg	and	farmers	kept	them	mostly	for	meat	production.	They	are	horned	and	have	lop	ears.	This	article	is	about	the	current	prices	of	goats	in	Nigeria	this	2025.	For	many	people	who	are	either	into	the	restaurant	or	beer	parlour	business,	selling	the	“isi	ewu”,	goat	meat	pepper	soup	and
“asun”	that	customers	love	to	consume,	goats	are	very	important	in	ensuring	that	the	business	continues	to	thrive,	also,	you	may	want	to	venture	into	goat	farming	business	in	the	country	and	would	love	to	know	the	amount	goats	go	for,	not	to	worry	as	Nigerian	Guide	will	give	a	detailed	breakdown	of	just	how	much	goats	cost	in	different	parts	of	the
country	today,	kindly	continue	reading	to	find	out	more.	FACTORS	THAT	AFFECT	THE	PRICE	OF	GOATS	IN	NIGERIA	TODAY	Listed	below	are	the	following	factors	affect	the	prices	of	goats	in	Nigeria	today,	they	are:	The	particular	goat	type	or	goat	breed	The	height	and	size	of	the	goat	The	location	where	the	goat	is	sold,	whether	in	the	northern	or
southern	geopolitical	zone	in	Nigeria,	and	The	period	when	the	goat	is	sold,	whether	during	the	festive	season	or	not.	DIFFERENT	TYPES	OF	GOAT	BREEDS	IN	NIGERIA	TODAY	Goats	in	Nigeria	today	come	in	different	types	or	breeds	and	this	as	we	have	aforementioned,	is	one	of	the	very	important	determining	factors	in	the	current	prices	at	which
goats	are	sold	in	the	country	today.	Goat	breeds	in	Nigeria	today	are	divided	into	two	main	types	and	they	are:	The	Local	Breeds,	and,	The	Foreign/Exotic	Breeds.	We	shall	discuss	both	goat	breeds	in	detail	below:	LOCAL	BREEDS	OF	GOATS	IN	NIGERIA	The	local	goat	breeds	in	Nigeria	include	the	following:	RED	SOKOTO	GOATS	(MARADI	GOATS)
This	particular	goat	breed	is	very	common	in	the	northern	part	of	the	country.	As	their	name	implies,	they	are	mostly	red	coloured	and	small	in	nature;	some	may	however,	have	black	coats.	The	Sokoto/Maradi	goats	are	mostly	found	in	Sokoto	and	Maradi,	and	they	are	mostly	reared	for	their	milk.	SAHELIAN	GOATS	The	Sahelian	goat	breed	is	a	type
of	local	breed	of	goats	in	Nigeria	that	is	reared	by	nomads	moving	from	one	place	to	another	in	the	northern	part	of	the	country,	especially	in	places	where	the	sahel	vegetation	is	very	peculiar	to.	This	type	of	goat	breed	is	reared	for	their	meat	and	skin	for	leather	production	and	they	are	mostly	sold	during	the	festive	season.	Sahelian	goats	are
characterised	by	their	long	leg,	narrow	bodies,	and	shallow	chest.	WEST	AFRICAN	DWARF	GOATS	West	African	Dwarf	Goats	are	mostly	reared	in	the	Southern	part	of	Nigeria.	They	are	very	good	for	milk	and	meat	production.	This	breed	of	goats,	as	their	name	implies,	are	actually	near	the	ground	but	they	have	a	very	high	fertility.	PYGMY	GOATS	
Pygmy	Goats	closely	resemble	the	West	African	Dwarf	goat	species	but	they	are	more	like	the	Sahelian	goats	when	it	comes	to	the	nomadic	life.	They	are	reared	for	their	meat	and	are	good	at	surviving	very	harsh	weather	conditions.	FOREIGN/EXOTIC	BREEDS	OF	GOATS	IN	NIGERIA	The	following	are	the	foreign	or	exotic	breeds	of	goats	available
in	Nigeria	today:	BOER	GOATS	Boer	goats	are	characterised	by	their	high	fertility	rate	and	are	suitable	for	rearing	in	Nigeria.	They	are	mostly	reared	for	their	meat.	ALPINE	GOATS	Alpine	goats	are	also	suitable	for	rearing	in	Nigeria	and	they	are	mostly	reared	for	their	milk	production.	This	breed	of	goats	are	really	strong	and	many	of	them	appear
bearded.	They	guarantee	the	goat	rearer	many	litres	of	milk	per	day	and	they	are	known	to	have	high	fertility	rates.	Bear	in	mind	that	this	particular	goat	breed	require	plenty	food	and	water	to	grow	healthy.	ANGLO-NUBIAN	GOATS		The	Anglo-Nubian	exotic	goat	breed	is	reared	for	its	meat,	milk	and	skin.	They	come	in	different	colours	and	are	very
strong.	CURRENT	PRICES	OF	GOATS	IN	NIGERIA	2025		Goats	are	of	different	species	or	breeds	as	we	have	seen	earlier	and	they	definitely	come	in	different	prices	which	are	affected	by	the	various	factors	we	have	listed	earlier	as	well.	That	said,	the	current	prices	of	goats	in	Nigeria	this	2025	are	as	follows:	On	the	average,	goats	from	Northern
Nigeria	such	as	Niger,	Kaduna,	Kano,	Bauchi,	Sokoto,	and	other	States	in	Northern	part	of	the	country	cost	between	the	price	range	of	₦35,000	–	₦65,000	this	2025,	and	the	prices	are	based	on	different	factors,	chief	of	which	are	the	sizes	of	the	goats.	In	places	like	Ibadan,	Osogbo,	Lagos,	Onitsha,	Port	Harcourt,	Uyo,	and	other	cities	in	Southern
Nigeria,	the	cost	of	goats	currently	stand	between	the	price	range	of	₦40,000	–	₦70,000	or	more.	Bear	in	mind	that	prices	are	subject	to	change.	Goat	farming	in	Nigeria	:	Photo	by	Pixabay	on	Pexels.com	Goat	farming	in	Nigeria	has	emerged	as	a	lucrative	and	sustainable	agricultural	venture.	With	a	growing	demand	for	goat	meat	and	milk	products,
starting	a	goat	farming	business	can	offer	promising	opportunities	for	aspiring	farmers.	This	article	delves	into	the	various	goat	breeds	suitable	for	Nigerian	climates	and	provides	a	comprehensive	step-by-step	guide	to	help	you	kickstart	your	goat	farming	venture.	Additionally,	we’ll	explore	the	rising	market	potential	and	the	significance	of	goat
farming	in	contributing	to	Nigeria’s	agricultural	landscape.	West	African	Dwarf	Goat:	This	indigenous	breed	is	well	adapted	to	the	tropical	climate	of	Nigeria.	Known	for	its	hardiness	and	resistance	to	diseases,	the	West	African	Dwarf	Goat	is	an	excellent	choice	for	small-scale	farmers.	It	is	primarily	reared	for	meat	production	and	is	famous	for	its
tender	and	flavorful	meat.	Red	Sokoto	(Maradi)	Goat:	Another	popular	breed	in	Nigeria,	the	Red	Sokoto	Goat,	also	known	as	the	Maradi	Goat,	is	a	highly	productive	breed	suitable	for	meat	and	milk	production.	Its	adaptability	to	arid	environments	makes	it	a	preferred	choice	for	farmers	in	northern	regions.	Sahelian	Goat:	Native	to	the	Sahel	region	of
West	Africa,	this	breed	is	resilient	and	can	thrive	in	harsh	conditions.	Sahelian	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	their	meat,	which	is	lean	and	low	in	cholesterol,	making	it	a	healthy	choice	for	consumers.	Boer	Goat:	Though	originally	from	South	Africa,	the	Boer	Goat	has	gained	popularity	in	Nigeria	due	to	its	impressive	growth	rate	and	high-quality	meat
production.	Boer	goats	are	larger	in	size	and	have	a	superior	feed	conversion	rate,	making	them	a	favorite	among	commercial	farmers.	Nubian	Goat:	Known	for	their	distinct	appearance	with	long	ears	and	Roman	noses,	Nubian	goats	are	excellent	milk	producers.	They	thrive	in	diverse	climates	and	can	adapt	well	to	different	regions	of	Nigeria.
Nubian	goat	milk	is	rich	in	butterfat,	making	it	ideal	for	producing	high-quality	cheese	and	other	dairy	products.	Alpine	Goat:	The	Alpine	Goat	is	another	dairy	breed	that	can	adapt	well	to	Nigeria’s	diverse	climates.	They	are	known	for	their	high	milk	production	and	can	thrive	in	both	tropical	and	temperate	regions.	Due	to	their	exceptional	milking
ability,	Alpine	goats	are	popular	among	farmers	looking	to	venture	into	dairy	goat	farming.	Saanen	Goat:	As	one	of	the	best	dairy	breeds	globally,	the	Saanen	Goat	is	known	for	its	high	milk	yield	and	mild	temperament.	Their	ability	to	produce	large	quantities	of	milk	with	high	butterfat	content	makes	them	sought	after	for	cheese	and	other	dairy
product	production.	Toggenburg	Goat:	Originating	from	Switzerland,	Toggenburg	goats	are	hardy	and	well-suited	for	Nigerian	climates.	They	are	a	preferred	choice	for	milk	production	and	are	known	for	their	distinct	coloring	and	excellent	temperament.	Before	diving	into	goat	farming,	conduct	thorough	market	research	to	understand	the	demand
for	goat	meat	and	milk	products	in	your	region.	Identify	potential	buyers,	such	as	local	markets,	restaurants,	and	wholesale	distributors,	to	ensure	a	steady	income	stream.	Analyze	the	prices	of	goat	meat	and	milk	in	your	area	to	determine	profitability.	Make	Money	Online	in	Dollar$	Develop	a	comprehensive	business	plan	outlining	your	goals,
budget,	and	operational	strategy.	Include	details	on	breed	selection,	herd	size,	infrastructure,	feeding	plans,	and	marketing	approaches.	A	well-defined	plan	will	serve	as	a	roadmap	for	your	goat	farming	venture,	ensuring	that	you	stay	focused	on	your	objectives.	Identify	and	acquire	suitable	land	with	adequate	space	for	grazing	and	building	shelters.
Ensure	the	land	is	well-drained	and	free	from	potential	hazards.	Fencing	the	land	is	crucial	to	prevent	goats	from	wandering	off	and	to	protect	them	from	predators.	Construct	sturdy	and	well-ventilated	shelters	to	protect	your	goats	from	extreme	weather	conditions.	Provide	separate	areas	for	kids,	does,	and	bucks	to	prevent	overcrowding	and	ensure
a	healthier	environment.	The	shelters	should	also	be	designed	to	keep	the	goats	safe	from	predators.	Source	your	chosen	goat	breeds	from	reputable	breeders	or	government	livestock	agencies	to	ensure	the	animals’	health	and	genetics.	Acquiring	healthy	and	disease-free	breeds	is	essential	for	the	success	of	your	goat	farming	enterprise.	Conduct	a
thorough	health	check-up	before	bringing	new	goats	into	your	farm	to	prevent	the	introduction	of	diseases.	Also	See:	Embracing	a	Healthy	Vegan	Diet:	A	Guide	to	Nutritious	Plant-Based	Eating	(Food	Timetable)	Develop	a	balanced	and	nutritious	feeding	plan	for	your	goats.	Their	diet	should	consist	of	good	quality	forage,	supplemented	with
concentrates	to	meet	their	nutritional	requirements.	Access	to	clean	water	is	also	vital	for	their	well-being.	You	can	consult	with	a	livestock	nutritionist	to	create	a	proper	feeding	regime	for	your	goats.	Implement	a	regular	health	and	vaccination	schedule	to	prevent	diseases	and	maintain	optimal	goat	health.	Engage	a	qualified	veterinarian	to	conduct
routine	check-ups	and	address	any	health	concerns	promptly.	Proper	health	management	is	crucial	for	preventing	disease	outbreaks	and	maintaining	a	healthy	goat	herd.	Implement	a	proper	breeding	management	plan	to	optimize	reproduction	and	increase	your	goat	herd.	Ensure	that	breeding	is	done	during	the	appropriate	seasons	and	track
breeding	records	for	each	goat.	Select	suitable	breeding	bucks	with	desirable	genetic	traits	to	improve	the	overall	quality	of	your	herd.	Maintain	meticulous	records	of	your	goat	farm	operations,	including	breeding,	health,	and	financial	data.	Accurate	record-keeping	will	help	you	track	the	performance	of	individual	goats	and	the	overall	profitability	of
your	farm.	This	information	will	be	valuable	in	making	informed	decisions	and	planning	for	the	future.	Establish	a	marketing	strategy	to	promote	your	goat	products	and	secure	buyers.	Utilize	both	traditional	and	digital	marketing	channels	to	reach	a	broader	audience.	Collaborate	with	local	retailers	and	explore	export	opportunities	if	feasible.	Word-
of-mouth	marketing	and	customer	referrals	can	also	be	highly	effective	in	expanding	your	customer	base.	The	demand	for	goat	meat,	also	known	as	“chevon,”	has	been	steadily	rising	in	Nigeria	due	to	its	nutritional	value	and	cultural	significance.	Goat	meat	is	not	only	a	staple	in	many	Nigerian	dishes	but	is	also	preferred	for	religious	and	festive
celebrations.	Moreover,	goat	milk	is	gaining	popularity	among	health-conscious	consumers	for	its	low-fat	content	and	high	nutritional	value.	In	recent	years,	there	has	been	a	shift	in	dietary	preferences	towards	healthier	and	more	sustainable	options,	and	goat	products	have	emerged	as	a	viable	alternative	to	traditional	red	meat.	This	trend	has
opened	up	new	market	opportunities	for	goat	farmers	in	Nigeria.	Additionally,	goat	farming	can	play	a	crucial	role	in	poverty	alleviation	and	rural	development.	The	sector	offers	significant	employment	opportunities,	especially	for	women	and	youth	in	rural	areas,	contributing	to	their	economic	empowerment.	Furthermore,	goat	farming	is
environmentally	friendly	as	goats	are	known	for	their	ability	to	convert	low-quality	forage	into	high-quality	meat	and	milk.	This	makes	goat	farming	a	sustainable	and	efficient	use	of	available	resources,	contributing	to	food	security	and	ecological	balance.	Goat	farming	in	Nigeria	presents	a	promising	avenue	for	agricultural	entrepreneurs.	By	choosing
suitable	goat	breeds	and	following	a	well-thought-out	business	plan,	aspiring	farmers	can	tap	into	the	growing	demand	for	goat	meat	and	milk	products.	With	proper	nutrition,	health	care,	and	breeding	management,	your	goat	farming	enterprise	can	flourish	and	contribute	to	the	thriving	agricultural	landscape	of	Nigeria.	As	the	market	potential	for
goat	products	continues	to	grow,	goat	farming	has	the	potential	to	uplift	rural	communities	and	promote	sustainable	agricultural	practices.	The	journey	of	becoming	a	successful	goat	farmer	requires	dedication,	knowledge,	and	perseverance.	However,	with	the	right	approach	and	commitment,	goat	farming	can	be	a	rewarding	and	profitable	venture
for	farmers	in	Nigeria.	Subscribe	to	my	YouTube	Channel	for	more	informative	contents	In	the	tropics,	such	as	Nigeria,	goats	have	some	unique	characteristic	features	that	make	it	easy	for	them	to	thrive	in	any	environment.	Additionally,	these	features	contribute	to	the	ability	of	these	animals	to	tolerate	any	climate	(friendly	and/or	harsh).	For
example,	goats	have	tough	skin	coat	to	withstand	high	temperature	and	cold,	and	they	are	good	scavengers.Breeds	of	goats	are	classified	under	Local	breeds	and	Exotic	breeds.	For	this	article	and	for	the	fact	that	I’m	a	Nigerian,	I	would	be	describing	the	local	goat	breeds	in	Nigeria.Some	Common	Goat	Breeds	in	Nigeria	and	Other	parts	of	Africa
include:Sahelian	GoatsMaradi	or	Red	SokotoWest	African	DwarfsPygmy	GoatsAnglo-NubianToggenburgSaanenAlpineJamnapariBoerThese	goats	have	short	fine	coats	that	could	be	white,	black,	red,	or	spotted.	They	have	medium	to	large	body	size	at	maturity.	The	ears	are	short	and	possess	horizontal	or	drooping	horns	in	both	males	and	females.	The
goats	are	well	adapted	to	long-distance	trekking	for	grazing.	They	are	found	throughout	the	Sahel	or	desert	areas	of	Nigeria.	It	is	a	medium	or	large-sized	goat	with	a	long	leg	that	has	adapted	very	well	to	nomadic	life	or	wide	range	grazing	of	sparse	vegetation.	The	ears	are	short,	and	both	sexes	carry	horns.	Mature	weight	in	buck	is	between	25	to
30	kg	and	20	to	25	kg	in	ewes.	Like	all	other	breeds	of	goat,	they	are	used	for	meat	and	popularly	called	“Ogufe”	in	most	of	the	eateries	in	Nigeria,	especially	in	the	South-west.This	breed	of	goat	is	found	mostly	in	the	Sokoto	area	of	Nigeria	and	part	of	the	Niger	Republic.	It	is	the	most	well-defined	breed	of	goat,	perhaps	in	Africa.	It	has	a	red	skin
coat	that	is	of	good	quality	for	leather	production.	Other	varieties	of	the	breed	are	the	Kano	brown	or	Boronu	white.	Both	sexes	carry	horns	with	short	ears	that	are	horizontally	positioned.	At	maturity,	Maradi	goats	weigh	between	20	and	30	kg.The	West	African	dwarf	goats	are	found	in	the	forest	zone	of	Nigeria.	The	goats	are	small	in	size	with	a
compact	body	and	short	legs.	The	short	legs	enable	them	to	move	under	thick	vegetation	of	the	forest	region.	The	color	of	the	coat	varies	from	black	to	grey	to	white	or	multicolored.	Their	height	is	40	to	50	cm	at	withers	and	weighs	between	18	and	20	kg	at	maturity.	They	have	the	ability	to	produce	twins.	The	breed	is	very	hardy	and	resistant	to
trypanosome.The	Pygmy	Goat	was	formerly	referred	to	as	Cameroon	Dwarf	Goat.	It	is	an	African	breed	of	miniature	goats,	precisely	from	West	African	countries.	However,	there	are	similar	goat	breeds	in	the	Northern	African,	East	African,	and	South	Western	African	countries.	Now,	Pygmy	goats	can	be	found	in	the	United	States	of	America.	Read
about	the	characteristics	of	Pygmy	Goats	HereAlso	Read:	Sample	Feed	Formulae	for	Goats	and	SheepThis	breed	originates	from	Switzerland	but	has	widely	spread	all	over	the	world.	The	goats	are	large	in	size	and	have	a	white	coat.	Females	obtain	weights	up	to	65kg	and	males	till	75kg.	With	good	management,	these	goats	will	produce,	on	average,
3	liters	of	milk	per	day.	This	breed	is	known	for	its	intersex	or	free	martin	offspring.	Therefore	horned	animals	are	preferred,	but	they	may	be	dehorned.This	breed	is	the	product	of	crossing	Nubian	and	local	breeds	in	England.	The	colors	vary,	but	brown	and	white	dominate.	Females	weigh	60kg	and	males	70kg.	The	animals	are	very	adaptable	to	the
tropics	with	a	somewhat	lower	production	then	the	Swiss	breeds.It	also	originates	from	Switzerland	and	also	is	widely	spread	in	the	world.	The	coat	is	brown	or	chocolate.	Females	weigh	some	50	kg	and	males	65	kg.	With	adequate	care	and	nutrition,	they	may	produce	some	2-2.5	liters	of	milk	per	day.This	breed	originates	from	the	Alp	region	in
Europe.	The	animals	have	a	good	size	and	an	enormous	variety	of	color	of	their	coat,	from	black	to	white.	Their	weight	is	60	kg	and	65	kg	respectively	for	females	and	males.	The	breed	has	excellent	potential	for	both	milk	and	meat	production.A	large	breed	originates	from	India	with	large	lopped	ears,	and	a	large	variety	of	colors,	often	black	or
brown.	The	adult	weight	is	some	65kg	to	75kg.	This	breed	has	excellent	adaptability	to	the	tropics	and	potential	for	both	milk	and	meat	production.This	breed	is	the	result	of	long	selection	of	local	goats	in	South	Africa.	The	color	is	almost	always	white	(with	a	brown	neck	and	a	black	or	brown	head).	The	animals	have	good	fertility	and	are	well
muscled.	They	can	be	very	heavy,	with	males	weighing	up	to	130	kg	and	females	80	kg.	They	are	mainly	kept	for	meat	production	but	also	have	a	reasonable	potential	for	milk,	which	is	often	used	for	nourishing	the	fast-growing	kids.Also	Read:	Starting	a	Goat	Farming	Business	–	The	BasicsKalahari	Red	goats	come	from	the	Kalahari	Desert	in	South
Africa.	They	are	innately	hardy	and	naturally	adaptable,	these	goats	are	much	less	susceptible	to	disease	and	parasite	infestations	than	other	breeds.	Their	background	as	desert	animals	has	also	given	them	unequalled	ability	to	thrive	in	varied	and	poor	conditions,	their	color	makes	them	less	prone	to	airborne	predators,	and	they	have	excellent
mothering	abilities.Download	our	Free	Comprehensive	Goat	Farming	Ebook	Guide	Here	Join	our	WhatsApp	&	Telegram	GroupsSubscribe	to	our	YouTube	Channel	0	ratings0%	found	this	document	useful	(0	votes)0	views9	pagesThe	document	discusses	local	and	exotic	breeds	of	goats,	particularly	focusing	on	those	found	in	Nigeria.	It	categorizes
goats	into	local	breeds,	such	as	Sahelian	and	Maradi,	and	exotic	bree…SaveSave	Local	and	Exotic	Breeds	of	Goats	For	Later0%0%	found	this	document	useful,	undefined0	ratings0%	found	this	document	useful	(0	votes)0	views9	pagesThe	document	discusses	local	and	exotic	breeds	of	goats,	particularly	focusing	on	those	found	in	Nigeria.	It
categorizes	goats	into	local	breeds,	such	as	Sahelian	and	Maradi,	and	exotic	breeds	like	Saanen	and	Boer,	detailing	their	characteristics,	adaptability,	and	uses.	The	article	highlights	the	importance	of	goats	in	various	environments	and	their	contributions	to	meat	and	milk	production.0	ratings0%	found	this	document	useful	(0	votes)0	views9	pagesThe
document	discusses	local	and	exotic	breeds	of	goats,	particularly	focusing	on	those	found	in	Nigeria.	It	categorizes	goats	into	local	breeds,	such	as	Sahelian	and	Maradi,	and	exotic	bree…	Last	updated	on	May	12,	2025	If	you	want	to	start	a	profitable	goat	farming	business	in	Nigeria,	choosing	the	right	breed	is	crucial.	Not	all	goats	are	created	equal
—some	grow	faster,	produce	more	milk,	or	offer	better	meat	quality	than	others.	So,	which	ones	should	you	invest	in?	Here	are	the	top	ten(10)	goat	breeds	that	can	help	you	maximize	profits.	This	South	African	meat	goat	thrives	in	Nigeria’s	hot	climate	and	is	highly	profitable	for	commercial	farmers.	Reddish-brown	coat,	large	muscular	body.	Strong
legs	and	high	heat	tolerance.	Weighs	60-90	kg	(132-198	lbs)	at	maturity.	Fast	growth	rate,	reaching	market	size	quickly.	Excellent	resistance	to	diseases	and	parasites.	High-quality,	lean	meat	that	sells	for	a	premium	price.	Farmers	looking	for	a	low-maintenance,	high-yield	meat	goat.	One	of	the	fastest-growing	meat	goats,	Boer	goats	are	popular
worldwide	for	their	large	body	size	and	quick	weight	gain.	White	body	with	a	brown	or	red	head.	Stocky,	muscular	build.	Weighs	70-120	kg	(154-264	lbs)	at	maturity.	Can	reach	market	weight	in	just	6	months.	High	fertility	rate,	with	most	does	giving	birth	to	twins.	Requires	less	feed	per	weight	gain	compared	to	other	breeds.	Farmers	who	want	to
maximize	profit	with	fast-growing	meat	goats.	The	most	common	goat	breed	in	Nigeria,	known	for	its	hardiness	and	adaptability.	Short,	compact	body	with	various	coat	colors.	Weighs	20-30	kg	(44-66	lbs)	at	maturity.	Highly	resistant	to	local	diseases.	Can	thrive	in	harsh	and	humid	environments.	Low	maintenance,	making	it	ideal	for	small-scale
farmers.	High	fertility,	with	does	giving	birth	2-3	times	a	year.	Farmers	in	humid	regions	looking	for	disease-resistant	goats.	Nigeria’s	most	popular	meat	goat,	also	valued	for	its	premium	leather.	Deep	red	to	brown	coat	color.	Medium-sized	with	a	compact	body.	Weighs	20-40	kg	(44-88	lbs)	at	maturity.	Fast	growth	rate,	ideal	for	meat	production.
High	fertility,	with	most	does	giving	birth	to	twins.	Resistant	to	local	diseases,	reducing	vet	costs.	Produces	one	of	the	best-quality	leathers	in	the	world.	Farmers	focused	on	meat	production	and	leather	exports.	A	tall,	long-legged	breed	that	thrives	in	Nigeria’s	dry	regions.	Light	brown,	white,	or	gray	coat.	Long	ears	and	lean	body.	Weighs	25-45	kg
(55-99	lbs)	at	maturity.	Can	survive	with	minimal	water	and	feed.	Produces	1-2	liters	of	milk	per	day.	High	fertility	rate	with	fast	reproduction	cycles.	Farmers	in	dry	regions	looking	for	milk	and	meat	production.	A	top-quality	dairy	breed,	known	for	its	high-butterfat	milk.	Small	size	with	short	legs	and	a	variety	of	coat	colors.	Weighs	20-30	kg	(44-66
lbs)	at	maturity.	Friendly	and	easy	to	manage.	Produces	1-2	liters	of	high-butterfat	milk	daily.	High	fertility	rate,	often	giving	birth	to	twins	or	triplets.	Perfect	for	small-scale	dairy	farms.	See	also		13	Effective	Marketing	Strategies	for	Goat	Products	in	Nigeria	Farmers	interested	in	goat	milk	production.	A	high-yield	dairy	goat	that	produces	large
quantities	of	milk.	Medium	to	large	size	with	various	coat	colors.	Weighs	50-80	kg	(110-176	lbs)	at	maturity.	Long	lactation	period.	Produces	up	to	1-2	gallons	of	milk	per	day.	Adapts	well	to	different	environments.	Requires	minimal	veterinary	care.	Farmers	planning	large-scale	dairy	goat	farming.	A	dual-purpose	breed	known	for	its	high-quality	meat
and	milk.	Large	body	with	a	distinct	long	face	and	drooping	ears.	Weighs	60-90	kg	(132-198	lbs)	at	maturity.	Thick	reddish-brown	or	black	coat.	High	meat	yield,	making	it	a	great	choice	for	commercial	farming.	Produces	1-2	liters	of	milk	per	day.	High	fertility	rate,	with	frequent	twin	births.	Farmers	looking	for	both	meat	and	milk	production.	A	large
dual-purpose	goat	breed,	ideal	for	both	meat	and	milk	farming.	Large	frame	with	long	ears	and	a	shiny	coat.	Weighs	50-90	kg	(110-198	lbs)	at	maturity.	Strong	and	adaptable.	Produces	1.5-2	liters	of	milk	per	day.	Large	body	for	high	meat	yield.	High	fertility,	often	giving	birth	to	twins.	Farmers	who	want	good	milk	production	along	with	meat	sales.	A
small	but	productive	breed,	perfect	for	limited-space	farming.	Compact,	muscular	body	with	a	variety	of	coat	colors.	Weighs	15-30	kg	(33-66	lbs)	at	maturity.	Hardy	and	disease-resistant.	Requires	less	feed	and	space.	Fast	growth	rate	with	good-quality	meat.	Low	maintenance,	making	it	great	for	beginners.	See	also		Grow	Your	Own	Protein:	The
Simple	Way	to	Rear	Snails	in	a	Bucket	Farmers	with	small	land	space	looking	for	low-cost	goat	farming.	Your	choice	depends	on	your	farming	goals:	For	meat	production:	Red	Sokoto,	Boer,	and	Kalahari	Red	goats	are	the	best.	For	milk	production:	Sahelian	goats	are	ideal.	If	you	want	low-maintenance	farming:	West	African	Dwarf	goats	require	less
feed	and	care.	For	large-scale	commercial	farming:	Boer	and	Kalahari	Red	goats	offer	the	highest	profitability.	Selecting	the	right	goat	breed	can	make	or	break	your	farming	business.	If	you’re	just	starting	out,	go	for	breeds	that	require	low	maintenance,	like	West	African	Dwarf	or	Red	Sokoto.	But	if	you’re	aiming	for	high	commercial	returns,
consider	investing	in	Boer	or	Kalahari	Red	goats.	Want	to	learn	more	about	profitable	goat	farming?	Check	out	our	detailed	guide	on	starting	a	goat	farm	in	Nigeria!	I’m	Oladepo	Babatunde	—	farmer,	research	writer,	and	the	person	behind	AgricBusiness.com.ng.	I	started	farming	back	in	2007,	not	in	some	classroom	or	lab,	but	on	a	small	piece	of
land	while	still	in	secondary	school.	Since	then,	I’ve	raised	poultry,	planted	cassava,	made	mistakes,	figured	stuff	out,	and	kept	going.	This	blog	isn’t	theory.	I	write	based	on	what	I’ve	done,	what	I’ve	seen	go	wrong,	and	what’s	actually	working	—	especially	for	small-scale	farmers	in	Nigeria.	I	also	dig	into	data,	trends,	and	research	to	give	you
practical	advice	that	fits	our	local	conditions.	If	you’ve	ever	Googled	something	like	“how	many	bags	of	feed	for	100	broilers”	—	yeah,	I’ve	been	there	too.	That’s	why	this	site	exists.		More	about	me	→	In	the	previous	article,	the	origin	and	domestication	of	goats	were	discussed.	This	article	focuses	on	the	classification	and	breeds	of	goats,	with
particular	emphasis	on	Nigerian	goat	breeds.	A	brief	mention	of	some	goat	breeds	found	in	other	parts	of	the	world	will	also	be	made.	The	growing	interest	in	goats	as	domestic	livestock	is	due	to	their	role	in	food	production,	economic	importance	in	the	tropics,	and	their	place	in	traditional	farming	systems.Read	Also:	Amazon	Flowers:	All	You	Need
To	Know	AboutGoat	Population	and	DistributionAbout	94	percent	of	the	total	world	goat	population	is	found	in	developing	countries,	with	Africa	accounting	for	approximately	32.9	percent.	Within	Africa,	countries	such	as	Nigeria,	Ethiopia,	Somalia,	and	Sudan	host	large	populations	of	goats.These	four	countries	represent	a	significant	portion	of
Africa’s	total	goat	population.	Nigeria	alone	has	about	34	million	goats,	predominantly	found	in	the	Sahel,	Sudan,	and	Guinea	Savanna	zones.	Dwarf	goats,	however,	are	better	adapted	to	the	humid	tropical	regions.Importance	of	GoatsGoats	are	multi-purpose	livestock	valued	for	producing	meat,	milk,	skin,	and	hair.	While	their	primary	use	is	for	meat
production,	milk	has	gained	significance	in	temperate	regions.1.	Source	of	Meat:	Goat	meat	is	appreciated	in	regions	where	meat	from	small	ruminants	is	traditionally	consumed.	It	is	categorized	into	three	groups:i.	Cabrito	meat	from	goats	aged	8–12	weeks,	popular	in	Latin	America	and	the	Caribbean;ii.	Young	goats	aged	one	to	two	years,	the	most
commonly	produced;iii.	Old	goats	aged	two	to	six	years,	yielding	tougher	meat.Currently,	demand	exceeds	supply,	resulting	in	high	market	prices	for	both	goat	meat	and	live	animals.2.	Source	of	Milk:	Goat	milk	is	widely	consumed	wherever	it	is	produced,	usually	fresh.	In	recent	times,	processing	into	other	dairy	products	has	increased.	Goats	play	an
essential	role	in	providing	animal	protein,	especially	in	rural	areas.	For	small-scale	farmers	and	families	unable	to	maintain	cattle,	goats	serve	as	“the	poor	man’s	cow.”3.	Source	of	Hair	and	Skin:	The	skin	of	the	Maradi	(Red	Sokoto)	goat	in	Nigeria	is	recognized	globally	for	its	superior	quality,	similar	to	the	Mubende	skin	from	Uganda.	Goat	hair	is
extensively	used	in	making	bags,	ropes,	and	carpets.4.	Source	of	Income:	For	rural	households,	nomadic,	and	semi-nomadic	pastoralists,	goats	provide	employment	and	serve	as	a	reliable	source	of	income	to	meet	daily	financial	needs.5.	Role	in	Food	Security:	To	traditional	arable	farmers,	goats	represent	a	secure	food	source	during	crop	failures.
They	also	hold	cultural	significance,	being	used	in	customs,	religious	practices,	and	celebrations.	Recently,	goats	have	been	utilized	in	research,	especially	in	studies	related	to	milk	fat	synthesis	and	physiological	processes.	Additionally,	goats	contribute	to	the	efficient	use	of	unmarketable	crop	residues.Breeds	of	GoatsThere	are	approximately	300
breeds	and	types	of	goats	worldwide,	mostly	found	in	tropical	and	sub-tropical	areas.	Epstein	(1971)	identified	about	70	breeds	and	varieties	in	Africa,	while	Mason	(1981),	Devendra,	and	Burns	(1983)	reviewed	several	important	breeds.	For	further	information,	these	references	are	recommended.	This	article	focuses	on	Nigerian	indigenous	breeds,
with	a	mention	of	some	European	breeds	relevant	to	tropical	agriculture.Read	Also:	Pumpkin	Flowers	(Pumpkin	Blossoms):	Complete	Growing	and	Care	GuideNigerian	Indigenous	Goat	Breeds1.	Sahel/Desert	Goat:	Common	in	Nigeria’s	Sahel	region,	this	medium	to	large-sized	breed	has	long	legs	and	a	coat	of	short	fine	hair.	It	is	highly	adapted	to
nomadic	systems	and	desert	vegetation.	It	thrives	in	hot,	dry	environments	but	performs	poorly	in	humid	zones.	The	breed	produces	good	quality	skins	and	is	mainly	used	for	meat	and	skin.	Males	are	horned,	ears	are	short,	and	fertility	may	be	lower	compared	to	the	West	African	Dwarf	goat.2.	Maradi	(Red	Sokoto)	Goat:	One	of	the	best-defined
breeds	in	Africa,	this	is	the	most	populous	goat	breed	in	Nigeria.	Originally	from	Niger	Republic	and	Sokoto	Province,	it	has	spread	across	the	Savannah	and	forest	belt.	It	is	uniformly	dark	red	with	short	horizontal	ears,	and	both	sexes	are	horned.	It	is	a	good	meat	breed	with	highly	valued	skin.	In	Niger,	it	is	milked,	yielding	0.5	kg	in	the	dry	season
and	up	to	1.5	kg	in	the	wet	season.	Mature	weight	ranges	from	23–30	kg.3.	West	African	Dwarf	Goat:	Confined	to	the	tropical	forest	belt	of	Southern	Nigeria	and	neighboring	countries	like	Cameroon,	this	breed	is	small,	with	short	legs	and	a	height	of	about	50	cm	at	the	withers.	It	comes	in	various	colors,	with	black	and	brown	being	most	common.
Mature	females	have	tassels;	both	sexes	may	have	beards.	The	breed	is	hardy,	highly	prolific,	and	tolerant	to	trypanosomiasis,	with	a	high	rate	of	twinning	and	triplets.Other	Important	Goat	Breeds	in	The	Tropics1.	Nubian	Goat:	Native	to	Sudan,	this	breed	is	now	found	across	North-East	Africa	and	the	Mediterranean	coast.	It	is	Africa’s	only	milk-
specialized	breed.	It	has	a	large	frame,	long	legs,	pendulous	ears,	and	a	Roman	nose.	Horns	may	be	present	or	absent	depending	on	the	strain.	Height	at	withers	is	about	70–80	cm,	and	live	weight	ranges	from	27–60	kg.	It	produces	1–2	kg	of	milk	daily,	or	120–140	kg	annually.2.	Boer	Goat:	Found	mainly	in	South	Africa,	this	breed	has	undergone
intensive	selection	for	meat	production	and	coat	patterns.	Improved	Boers	are	white	with	red	head	markings.	They	are	fertile,	produce	good	milk,	and	resemble	Nubians	in	appearance.	Boers	are	hardy	in	tropical	and	subtropical	areas	but	are	not	suited	for	humid	climates.3.	Saanen	Goat:	Originating	from	Switzerland,	the	Saanen	is	a	polled	dairy
breed	with	erect,	forward-pointing	ears.	It	is	known	for	high	milk	yield	(up	to	3.3	kg/day).	However,	it	is	sensitive	to	harsh	environments	lacking	shade	and	nutrition.	This	breed	is	becoming	more	common	in	Australia,	Kenya,	India,	Israel,	and	Venezuela.4.	Angora	Goat:	This	breed	originated	in	Central	Asia	and	was	introduced	into	South	Africa	and	the
USA.	Best	suited	for	hot,	dry,	subtropical	climates,	it	is	mainly	bred	for	mohair	but	also	yields	meat	and	milk	as	secondary	products.	Angora	goats	are	hardy	and	adapt	well	to	local	conditions.	They	are	covered	completely	in	white	mohair.Do	you	have	any	questions,	suggestions,	or	contributions?	If	so,	please	feel	free	to	use	the	comment	box	below	to
share	your	thoughts.	We	also	encourage	you	to	kindly	share	this	information	with	others	who	might	benefit	from	it.	Since	we	can’t	reach	everyone	at	once,	we	truly	appreciate	your	help	in	spreading	the	word.	Thank	you	so	much	for	your	support	and	for	sharing!Frequently	Asked	QuestionsWe	will	update	this	section	soon.	Goat	farming	(domestic	and
commercial)	make	up	a	healthy	portion	of	the	market	share	of	the	Nigerian	agricultural	market.	There	are	majorly	three	breeds	of	indigenous	goats	that	are	reared	in	Nigeria.	They	include:			The	West	African	dwarf	Red	Sokoto	Borno	Sahel	These	breeds	of	cattle	are	usually	preferred	for	extensive	and	semi-intensive	goat	[…]	West	African	DwarfRed
SokotoBorno	Sahel	Goat	farming	(domestic	and	commercial)	make	up	a	healthy	portion	of	the	market	share	of	the	Nigerian	agricultural	market.	There	are	majorly	three	breeds	of	indigenous	goats	that	are	reared	in	Nigeria.	They	include:			The	West	African	dwarfRed	SokotoBorno	Sahel	These	breeds	of	cattle	are	usually	preferred	for	extensive	and
semi-intensive	goat	farming	due	to	their	hardy	nature	and	resistance	to	most	diseases	that	are	endemic	to	Nigeria	unlike	exotic	breeds	such	as	Saanen	and	Anglo	Nubia.	(	Found	in	the	forest	zone	of	NigeriaPossess	small	body	size	and	short	legs	which	allow	them	to	move	easily	through	thick	vegetation	in	forest	regionsThe	Colour	of	the	coat	varies
from	black	to	white	and	grey	or	is	usually	a	combination	of	two	or	all	these	colors.Height	varies	from	40	to	50cm	and	weight	from	18	to	20kgIt	is	a	very	hardy	breed	and	resistant	to	trypanosome.	Image	1:	West	African	Dwarf	Found	mostly	in	the	Sokoto	area	of	Nigeria	and	part	of	Niger	republicIt	possesses	a	red	coat	and	is	considered	a	good	quality
for	leather	production.	It	is	also	the	most	well-defined	breed	in	Nigeria.Weighs	between	20	and	30kg.	Image	2:	Red	Sokoto	They	possess	a	fine	short	coat	with	colors	ranging	from	white,	black,	red,	or	a	combination	of	all	these	colors.They	have	a	medium	to	large	body	size	with	long	legs	which	are	well	adapted	to	trekking.	Males	weigh	an	average	of
25	to	30kg	while	females	weigh	an	average	of	20	to	25kg.	Image	3:	Borno	Sahel	To	read	more	on	general	livestock	production	click	here	and	more	on	goat	production	here	Written	by:	Alahira	Jeffrey	What	are	the	popular	five	breeds	of	goat	in	Nigeria?	Nigeria	is	one	of	the	largest	producers	of	goat	meat	in	Africa,	and	goat	farming	is	a	common
practice	in	the	country.	However,	goats	are	highly	valued	for	their	meat,	milk,	and	skin,	and	there	are	many	breeds	of	goats	in	Nigeria.	In	this	article,	we	will	take	a	look	at	the	five	most	popular	breeds	of	goats	in	Nigeria,	including	their	characteristics,	advantages,	and	uses.	Whether	you’re	a	farmer	looking	to	start	a	goat	farm	or	simply	curious	about
the	different	breeds	of	goats	in	Nigeria,	this	article	will	provide	you	with	valuable	insights.	Commercial	goat	breeding	is	becoming	increasingly	popular	in	Nigeria,	as	the	demand	for	purebred	goat	is	on	the	rise.	Cessummit.com	develops	a	bankable	business	plan	for	ranches	and	commercial	goat	breeders.	If	you	need	our	sell-structured	dog	breeding
business	plan	then	contact	us	at	+234	905	313	0518	or	[email	protected]	for	Business	plans,	CAC	documentation,	and	more.	View	the	following	related	posts;	Goat	farming	is	a	significant	agricultural	activity	in	Nigeria	and	has	been	practiced	for	centuries.	Also,	Nigeria	has	a	large	population	of	goats,	and	it	is	estimated	that	the	country	has	about	34
million	goats,	making	it	the	largest	producer	of	goats	in	Africa	and	the	third	largest	in	the	world	after	India	and	China.	In	Nigeria,	goat	farming	is	popular	because	goats	are	hardy,	easy	to	manage,	and	require	minimal	investment.	They	also	have	a	high	reproductive	rate,	which	makes	them	profitable	for	small-scale	farmers.	Goats	are	mainly	reared
for	meat,	milk,	and	skin	production.	Goat	farming	in	Nigeria	is	practiced	in	various	forms,	including	free-range	systems,	semi-intensive,	and	intensive	systems.	In	the	free-range	system,	goats	are	left	to	graze	on	natural	pasture,	while	in	the	semi-intensive	system,	goats	are	provided	with	shelter,	supplementary	feeding,	and	grazing	areas.	In	the
intensive	system,	goats	are	kept	in	a	confined	space	and	provided	with	all	their	needs.	There	are	several	breeds	of	goats	in	Nigeria,	including	the	West	African	Dwarf,	Red	Sokoto,	Sahelian,	and	the	Anglo-Nubian.	Each	breed	has	its	unique	characteristics	and	is	suited	for	specific	purposes.	The	challenges	facing	goat	farming	in	Nigeria	include
inadequate	veterinary	services,	poor	feeding,	and	management	practices,	and	lack	of	access	to	markets.	However,	with	the	growing	demand	for	goat	meat,	milk,	and	skin,	there	are	opportunities	for	farmers	to	increase	their	income	by	improving	their	goat	farming	practices	and	accessing	markets	both	locally	and	internationally.	Knowing	the	popular
breeds	of	goats	is	essential	for	several	reasons,	including:	Selecting	the	right	breed	for	a	particular	purpose:	Different	goat	breeds	have	unique	characteristics	that	make	them	suited	for	specific	purposes,	such	as	meat	production,	milk	production,	or	fiber	production.	By	knowing	the	popular	breeds,	farmers	can	select	the	breed	that	is	best	suited	for
their	intended	purpose.	Understanding	the	management	requirements:	Different	goat	breeds	have	different	management	requirements,	such	as	feeding,	housing,	and	health	care.	By	knowing	the	popular	breeds,	farmers	can	understand	the	specific	needs	of	the	breed	and	provide	appropriate	management	practices.	Breeding	and	genetics:	Knowledge
of	popular	goat	breeds	is	also	essential	for	breeding	and	genetics	purposes.	By	selecting	the	right	breed	for	breeding,	farmers	can	improve	the	genetic	traits	of	their	herd,	such	as	milk	production,	growth	rate,	and	disease	resistance.	Marketing:	Knowing	the	popular	goat	breeds	in	a	particular	area	can	also	help	farmers	in	marketing	their	products.
For	example,	if	a	particular	breed	of	goat	is	in	high	demand	for	meat	or	milk	production	in	the	local	market,	farmers	can	focus	on	raising	that	breed	to	meet	the	demand	and	increase	their	income.	In	summary,	knowing	the	popular	goat	breeds	is	crucial	for	selecting	the	right	breed	for	a	specific	purpose,	understanding	their	management
requirements,	improving	breeding	and	genetics,	and	marketing	their	products.	The	following	are	the	popular	breed	of	goats	in	Nigeria.	Sahelian	goat	West	African	Dwarf	goat	Red	Sokoto	goat	Alpine	goat	Boer	goat	Description	and	characteristics	of	Sahelian	goat	The	Sahelian	goat	is	a	breed	of	domestic	goat	that	originated	in	the	Sahel	region	of	West
Africa,	which	includes	countries	such	as	Mali,	Niger,	Chad,	and	Senegal.	This	breed	is	well	adapted	to	the	hot	and	dry	climate	of	the	Sahel,	where	temperatures	can	reach	over	40°C	(104°F)	during	the	day	and	drop	below	20°C	(68°F)	at	night.	Here	are	some	characteristics	of	the	Sahelian	goat:	Appearance:	The	Sahelian	goat	is	a	medium-sized	breed
with	a	slender	body	and	long	legs.	It	has	a	short,	glossy	coat	that	can	range	in	color	from	light	brown	to	white,	with	black	or	brown	markings	on	the	head	and	neck.	Both	males	and	females	have	long,	curved	horns.	Adaptability:	The	Sahelian	goat	is	well	adapted	to	the	harsh	conditions	of	the	Sahel,	where	food	and	water	can	be	scarce.	They	have	a
high	tolerance	for	heat	and	are	able	to	survive	for	long	periods	of	time	without	water.	Diet:	Sahelian	goats	are	mainly	browsers,	feeding	on	leaves,	twigs,	and	shrubs.	They	also	graze	on	grasses,	but	prefer	the	leaves	and	shoots	of	plants.	In	times	of	drought,	they	are	able	to	survive	on	low-quality	forage.	Reproduction:	Sahelian	goats	have	a	high
reproductive	rate,	with	females	able	to	produce	2-3	kids	per	year.	They	reach	sexual	maturity	at	around	6	months	of	age	and	can	breed	year-round.	Advantages	and	disadvantages	of	Sahelian	goat	Milk	production:	Although	not	known	for	their	milk	production,	Sahelian	goats	are	able	to	produce	an	average	of	1-2	liters	of	milk	per	day,	with	a	high
butterfat	content.	Economic	value:	Sahelian	goats	are	an	important	source	of	food	and	income	for	many	people	in	the	Sahel	region.	They	are	often	raised	in	small-scale,	subsistence	farming	systems	and	are	sold	for	meat,	milk,	and	skins.	Overall,	the	Sahelian	goat	is	a	hardy	and	adaptable	breed	that	plays	an	important	role	in	the	livelihoods	of	many
people	in	West	Africa.	Sahel	Goat	Adaptability:	Sahelian	goats	are	well	adapted	to	the	hot	and	dry	climate	of	the	Sahel	region,	which	makes	them	suitable	for	raising	in	areas	where	other	livestock	may	not	survive.	High	reproductive	rate:	These	goats	have	a	high	reproductive	rate	and	can	breed	year-round,	which	means	that	farmers	can	quickly	build
up	their	herd	size	and	increase	their	income.	Meat	production:	Sahelian	goats	are	an	important	source	of	meat,	and	their	meat	is	lean,	flavorful,	and	nutritious.	Low	input	costs:	They	require	minimal	input	in	terms	of	feed,	housing,	and	veterinary	care,	which	makes	them	an	ideal	livestock	species	for	small-scale	and	subsistence	farmers.	Limited	milk
production:	Although	Sahelian	goats	are	capable	of	producing	milk,	their	milk	production	is	generally	low	compared	to	other	dairy	breeds,	which	limits	their	potential	for	dairy	farming.	Small	size:	Sahelian	goats	are	a	relatively	small	breed,	which	means	that	they	may	not	be	as	economically	viable	for	meat	production	as	larger	breeds.	Disease
susceptibility:	They	are	susceptible	to	a	range	of	diseases,	including	parasitic	infections	and	respiratory	diseases,	which	can	affect	their	growth	and	productivity.	Predation:	The	Sahelian	goat	is	vulnerable	to	predation	by	wild	animals	such	as	lions,	hyenas,	and	leopards,	which	can	lead	to	significant	losses	for	farmers.	Overall,	Sahelian	goats	are	hardy
and	adaptable	livestock	species	that	have	a	range	of	benefits	for	farmers	in	the	Sahel	region,	but	also	have	some	limitations	that	need	to	be	considered	when	raising	them.	Sahelian	goats	have	several	common	uses,	including:	Meat	production:	Sahelian	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	their	meat,	which	is	lean,	flavorful,	and	nutritious.	They	are
slaughtered	for	meat	at	various	stages	of	their	life,	depending	on	the	market	demand	and	the	purpose	of	the	meat.	Milk	production:	Although	not	known	for	their	milk	production,	Sahelian	goats	are	able	to	produce	an	average	of	1-2	liters	of	milk	per	day,	which	can	be	used	for	consumption	or	for	making	cheese	and	other	dairy	products.	Skin	and	hide
production:	The	skin	and	hide	of	Sahelian	goats	are	used	to	make	leather	products	such	as	shoes,	bags,	and	belts.	Fertilizer	production:	The	manure	of	Sahelian	goats	can	be	used	as	a	natural	fertilizer	to	improve	soil	fertility	and	crop	yields.	Cultural	and	social	purposes:	In	some	parts	of	West	Africa,	Sahelian	goats	are	used	for	cultural	and	social
purposes,	such	as	for	bride	price	or	as	sacrificial	animals	during	religious	festivals.	Overall,	the	common	uses	of	Sahelian	goats	are	diverse	and	play	an	important	role	in	the	livelihoods	of	many	people	in	the	Sahel	region.	Description	and	characteristics	of	West	African	Dwarf	goat	The	West	African	Dwarf	goat	(WAD)	is	a	breed	of	domestic	goat
indigenous	to	West	Africa.	It	is	a	small-sized	goat,	typically	weighing	between	20	to	50	kg	(44	to	110	lbs)	and	standing	at	40	to	50	cm	(16	to	20	inches)	tall	at	the	shoulder.	The	breed	is	well	adapted	to	its	native	tropical	climate,	with	a	short,	fine	coat	that	varies	in	color	from	white,	black,	brown,	to	a	combination	of	these	colors.	They	are	also	known
for	their	hardiness	and	resistance	to	various	diseases,	making	them	a	popular	choice	for	subsistence	farming	and	small-scale	agriculture.	WAD	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	meat	and	milk	production,	and	are	known	for	their	high-quality	meat	with	a	distinct	flavor.	They	are	also	good	milk	producers,	with	an	average	yield	of	about	0.5	to	1.5	liters	per
day,	and	their	milk	is	rich	in	nutrients	such	as	protein,	calcium,	and	vitamins.	WAD	goats	are	social	animals	and	thrive	in	groups.	They	are	known	for	their	docile	temperament	and	easy	handling,	which	makes	them	suitable	for	small-scale	farming	and	household	use.	Due	to	their	adaptability,	hardiness,	and	high	productivity,	the	West	African	Dwarf
goat	is	a	valuable	breed	for	sustainable	livestock	production	and	economic	development	in	many	regions	of	West	Africa.	West-African-dwarf	Goat	Adaptability:	West	African	Dwarf	goats	are	well	adapted	to	the	tropical	climate	of	West	Africa,	which	makes	them	a	good	choice	for	farmers	in	the	region.	They	can	thrive	in	harsh	environmental	conditions
and	are	resistant	to	various	diseases.	Productivity:	WAD	goats	are	good	milk	producers,	and	their	milk	is	high	in	nutrients	such	as	protein,	calcium,	and	vitamins.	They	also	produce	high-quality	meat	with	a	distinct	flavor.	Easy	to	Handle:	These	goats	are	docile	and	easy	to	handle,	making	them	suitable	for	small-scale	farming	and	household	use.	Cost-
effective:	WAD	goats	are	low-cost	animals	to	raise,	and	their	small	size	means	they	require	less	feed	and	space	than	larger	breeds.	Small	size:	While	their	small	size	is	an	advantage	in	terms	of	feed	and	space	requirements,	it	also	means	that	they	produce	less	meat	and	milk	than	larger	breeds.	Limited	genetic	diversity:	The	West	African	Dwarf	goat	is
a	relatively	homogeneous	breed,	which	means	that	there	is	limited	genetic	diversity.	This	can	lead	to	inbreeding	and	increased	susceptibility	to	certain	diseases.	Market	demand:	The	market	demand	for	WAD	goats	may	be	limited,	particularly	in	areas	where	larger	breeds	are	preferred	for	meat	and	milk	production.	Reproductive	challenges:	WAD
goats	can	have	reproductive	challenges,	including	low	fertility	and	high	mortality	rates	in	newborn	kids,	which	can	impact	productivity.	The	West	African	Dwarf	goat	is	primarily	used	for	meat	and	milk	production,	as	well	as	for	its	skin	and	manure.	Here	are	some	common	uses	of	WAD	goats:	Meat	production:	WAD	goats	are	known	for	their	high-
quality	meat	with	a	distinct	flavor.	They	are	commonly	raised	for	meat	production,	and	their	meat	is	used	for	food	in	various	regions	of	West	Africa.	Milk	production:	WAD	goats	are	good	milk	producers,	with	an	average	yield	of	about	0.5	to	1.5	liters	per	day.	Their	milk	is	high	in	nutrients	such	as	protein,	calcium,	and	vitamins,	and	is	used	for
consumption	and	local	processing.	Skin	and	fiber	production:	The	skin	of	WAD	goats	is	used	for	leather	production,	while	their	fiber	is	used	for	the	production	of	textiles.	Manure	production:	The	manure	of	WAD	goats	is	a	valuable	fertilizer,	which	can	be	used	to	improve	soil	fertility	and	increase	crop	yields	in	small-scale	agriculture.	Cultural	and
ceremonial	purposes:	In	some	regions	of	West	Africa,	WAD	goats	are	also	used	for	cultural	and	ceremonial	purposes,	such	as	for	dowries,	sacrifices,	and	as	gifts	during	important	events.	Description	and	characteristics	of	Red	Sokoto	goat	Red	Sokoto	goat,	also	known	as	Maradi	or	West	African	Dwarf	goat,	is	a	breed	of	goat	that	originated	in	West
Africa,	specifically	in	the	Sahel	region,	which	includes	countries	such	as	Nigeria,	Niger,	Chad,	and	Cameroon.	They	are	named	after	Sokoto	State,	a	region	in	Nigeria	where	they	are	commonly	found.	Here	are	some	characteristics	of	Red	Sokoto	goats:	Size:	They	are	a	small-sized	breed	of	goat,	with	adult	males	weighing	between	20	to	30	kg,	and	adult
females	weighing	between	15	to	25	kg.	Coat:	They	have	a	distinctive	red/brown	coat	color,	with	short,	shiny	hair.	Horns:	Both	males	and	females	have	horns,	which	are	small	and	curved,	growing	up	to	15	cm	in	length.	Adaptability:	They	are	highly	adapted	to	living	in	arid	and	semi-arid	regions,	and	are	able	to	withstand	extreme	temperatures	and
harsh	climatic	conditions.	Feeding	habits:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	browsers	and	feed	on	a	wide	variety	of	plants,	including	leaves,	shrubs,	and	small	trees.	Reproduction:	They	have	a	high	reproductive	rate,	with	females	reaching	sexual	maturity	at	around	six	months	of	age	and	having	a	gestation	period	of	about	five	months.	They	can	give	birth	to	twins
or	even	triplets.	Meat	quality:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	highly	valued	for	their	meat,	which	is	tender	and	flavorful.	Overall,	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	a	hardy	breed	that	are	well-suited	to	the	harsh	conditions	of	their	native	environment,	and	are	highly	valued	for	their	meat	and	milk	production.	Red-Sokoto	Goats	Adaptability:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	highly
adaptable	to	harsh	environmental	conditions,	making	them	suitable	for	living	in	arid	and	semi-arid	regions.	High	Reproductive	Rate:	Red	Sokoto	goats	have	a	high	reproductive	rate,	with	females	giving	birth	to	twins	or	even	triplets.	Disease	Resistance:	They	have	good	resistance	to	diseases,	which	makes	them	easy	to	manage	and	maintain.	Good
Meat	Quality:	The	meat	of	Red	Sokoto	goats	is	tender	and	flavorful,	making	it	highly	desirable.	Easy	to	Maintain:	They	are	relatively	easy	to	maintain	since	they	can	feed	on	a	variety	of	plants	and	do	not	require	much	space.	Small	Size:	They	are	a	small-sized	breed,	which	limits	their	commercial	value	in	the	meat	industry.	Low	Milk	Yield:	The	milk
yield	of	Red	Sokoto	goats	is	relatively	low,	which	limits	their	commercial	value	in	the	dairy	industry.	Slow	Growth	Rate:	They	have	a	slow	growth	rate,	which	means	it	takes	longer	for	them	to	reach	market	weight.	Limited	Distribution:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	primarily	found	in	West	Africa,	which	limits	their	availability	in	other	regions.	Predation:	They
are	susceptible	to	predation	by	wild	animals,	which	can	be	a	problem	for	farmers	who	raise	them	in	open-range	systems.	Overall,	Red	Sokoto	goats	have	many	advantages	that	make	them	suitable	for	small-scale	farming,	but	their	small	size	and	slow	growth	rate	may	limit	their	commercial	value	in	larger-scale	operations.	Red	Sokoto	goats	have
several	uses,	including:	Meat	production:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	their	meat,	which	is	tender	and	flavorful.	They	are	slaughtered	for	meat	once	they	reach	market	weight,	which	is	usually	between	6-12	months.	Milk	production:	Although	their	milk	yield	is	relatively	low.	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	still	used	for	milk	production,	particularly
in	small-scale	dairy	operations.	Breeding:	They	are	used	for	breeding	purposes	to	produce	offspring	that	exhibit	desirable	traits.	Traits	such	as	high	disease	resistance,	good	growth	rates,	and	good	meat	quality.	Cultural	and	religious	purposes:	Red	Sokoto	goats	have	cultural	and	religious	significance	in	some	West	African	communities.	They	are	used
for	traditional	ceremonies	and	sacrifices.	Biomedical	research:	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	used	in	biomedical	research	due	to	their	high	disease	resistance	and	adaptability	to	harsh	environmental	conditions.	Overall,	Red	Sokoto	goats	are	a	versatile	breed	that	have	a	range	of	uses,	but	their	primary	use	is	for	meat	production	Description	and
characteristics	of	Alpine	goat	The	Alpine	goat	is	a	breed	of	domestic	goat	that	is	known	for	its	hardiness	and	versatility.	It	is	a	medium	to	large-sized	breed	that	originated	in	the	French	Alps	but	is	now	found	all	over	the	world.	Here	are	some	of	the	characteristics	of	the	Alpine	goat:	Appearance:	The	Alpine	goat	has	a	distinctive	appearance	with	its
erect	ears,	alert	expression,	and	straight	nose.	It	has	a	sturdy,	muscular	build	and	a	short,	glossy	coat	that	can	come	in	a	variety	of	colors	such	as	black,	brown,	gray,	and	white.	Size:	Alpine	goats	are	medium	to	large-sized	goats.	The	does	typically	weigh	between	120	to	170	pounds,	while	the	bucks	can	weigh	between	170	to	240	pounds.
Temperament:	Alpine	goats	are	known	for	their	friendly	and	outgoing	personalities.	They	are	curious	and	intelligent	animals	that	are	easy	to	handle	and	train.	Milk	production:	Alpine	goats	are	one	of	the	top	milk-producing	breeds	of	goats.	They	can	produce	up	to	1	gallon	of	milk	per	day,	which	is	high	in	butterfat	and	protein.	Adaptability:	Alpine
goats	are	very	adaptable	and	can	thrive	in	a	variety	of	environments.	They	are	hardy	and	can	tolerate	cold	weather	as	well	as	hot,	dry	climates.	Diet:	Alpine	goats	are	ruminants,	which	means	they	have	a	four-chambered	stomach	and	require	a	diet	of	roughage	such	as	hay	and	grass.	They	also	need	access	to	clean	water	and	minerals.	Overall,	the
Alpine	goat	is	a	hardy	and	versatile	breed	that	is	popular	among	farmers	and	homesteaders	for	its	milk	production,	friendly	temperament,	and	adaptability.	Alpine-Goats	Milk	Production:	Alpine	goats	are	excellent	milk	producers,	and	they	can	produce	up	to	a	gallon	of	milk	per	day.	The	milk	is	rich	in	butterfat	and	protein,	making	it	ideal	for	cheese
and	butter	production.	Adaptability:	Alpine	goats	are	hardy	and	adaptable,	and	they	can	thrive	in	a	variety	of	climates	and	environments.	They	are	resistant	to	diseases	and	parasites,	making	them	a	low-maintenance	animal.	Docile	temperament:	Alpine	goats	are	known	for	their	friendly	and	outgoing	personalities,	making	them	easy	to	handle	and
work	with.	They	are	also	intelligent	and	easy	to	train.	Versatility:	Alpine	goats	are	used	for	a	variety	of	purposes,	including	milk	production,	meat	production,	and	as	pets	or	companion	animals.	High	Energy:	Alpine	goats	are	active	and	high-energy	animals,	and	they	require	a	lot	of	space	to	roam	and	exercise.	They	are	not	well-suited	for	confinement.
Feed	Requirements:	Alpine	goats	require	a	diet	of	roughage	such	as	hay	and	grass,	as	well	as	access	to	clean	water	and	minerals.	They	can	be	expensive	to	feed,	especially	during	the	winter	months.	Space	Requirements:	Alpine	goats	require	a	lot	of	space	to	roam	and	exercise,	and	they	can	be	destructive	if	they	are	confined	to	a	small	area.	Health
Issues:	Alpine	goats	are	susceptible	to	a	variety	of	health	issues,	including	mastitis,	respiratory	infections,	and	parasitic	infestations.	Regular	health	checks	and	preventative	measures	are	required	to	keep	them	healthy.	Overall,	the	advantages	of	Alpine	goats,	such	as	their	milk	production,	adaptability,	and	docile	temperament,	outweigh	the
disadvantages.	However,	they	do	require	adequate	space,	feed,	and	health	care	to	thrive.	The	Alpine	goat	is	a	versatile	breed	of	domestic	goat	that	has	a	variety	of	uses.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	uses	of	Alpine	goats:	Milk	Production:	Alpine	goats	are	known	for	their	high	milk	production,	which	is	rich	in	butterfat	and	protein.	They	are	often
used	for	commercial	milk	production	as	well	as	for	home	dairies	to	make	cheese,	butter,	and	other	dairy	products.	Meat	Production:	Alpine	goats	can	also	be	raised	for	their	meat.	They	produce	lean,	flavorful	meat	that	is	popular	in	many	cuisines.	Companion	Animals:	Alpine	goats	are	often	kept	as	pets	or	companion	animals	because	of	their	friendly
and	outgoing	personalities.	They	are	intelligent,	curious,	and	easy	to	train,	making	them	great	pets	for	families.	Brush	Control:	Alpine	goats	are	used	for	brush	control	in	many	areas,	including	parks,	highways,	and	private	properties.	They	are	natural	grazers	and	can	help	to	control	the	growth	of	invasive	plants	and	shrubs.	Show	Animals:	Alpine	goats
are	popular	show	animals	in	4-H	and	other	livestock	shows.	They	are	judged	based	on	their	appearance,	size,	and	other	characteristics.	Overall,	the	Alpine	goat	is	a	versatile	breed	that	can	be	used	for	a	variety	of	purposes.	Uses	includes	milk	and	meat	production,	as	pets,	for	brush	control,	and	as	show	animals.	Description	and	characteristics	of	Boer
goat	Boer	goats	are	a	breed	of	domestic	goats	first	developed	in	South	Africa	in	the	early	1900s	for	meat	production.	However,	they	are	named	after	the	Dutch	word	“boer”	which	means	farmer.	Boer	goats	are	now	widely	bred	in	many	countries	around	the	world,	including	the	United	States,	Australia,	and	New	Zealand.	Here	are	some	characteristics
of	Boer	goats:	Appearance:	Boer	goats	are	large,	muscular	animals	with	a	distinctive	white	body	and	a	reddish-brown	head.	They	have	long,	droopy	ears	and	horns	that	curve	backwards.	Size:	Boer	goats	are	a	large	breed,	with	males	(bucks)	weighing	between	240	and	300	pounds	and	females	(does)	weighing	between	200	and	220	pounds.
Adaptability:	Boer	goats	are	hardy	animals	that	are	well-adapted	to	a	wide	range	of	environments.	They	are	able	to	thrive	in	hot,	dry	conditions	and	are	also	able	to	tolerate	cold	weather.	Reproduction:	Boer	goats	have	a	high	fertility	rate	and	are	able	to	produce	large	litters	of	kids	(baby	goats).	They	are	also	known	for	their	excellent	mothering
abilities.	Meat	quality:	Boer	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	meat	production,	and	are	known	for	their	lean	meat	with	a	mild	flavor.	Docile	nature:	Boer	goats	are	generally	known	for	their	friendly	and	docile	nature,	which	makes	them	easy	to	handle	and	work	with.	Overall,	Boer	goats	are	a	hardy,	adaptable	breed	that	are	prized	for	their	meat	quality
and	docile	nature.	Boer-Goats	High	meat	yield:	Boer	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	their	meat,	which	has	a	high	yield	and	quality.	Disease	resistance:	Boer	goats	have	a	high	level	of	resistance	to	many	common	goat	diseases.	Also,	this	reduces	the	need	for	expensive	medical	treatments.	Adaptability:	Boer	goats	are	well-adapted	to	a	wide	range	of
environments	and	can	thrive	in	both	hot	and	cold	conditions.	High	fertility	rate:	Boer	goats	have	a	high	fertility	rate.	They	are	able	to	produce	large	litters	of	kids,	which	makes	them	an	attractive	option	for	commercial	meat	production.	Docile	nature:	Boer	goats	are	generally	known	for	their	friendly	and	docile	nature.	Also,	which	makes	them	easy	to
handle	and	work	with.	High	initial	investment:	Boer	goats	can	be	expensive	to	purchase.	This	can	make	it	difficult	for	small-scale	farmers	to	get	started.	High	feed	requirements:	Boer	goats	have	a	high	feed	requirement,	which	can	increase	the	cost	of	raising	them.	Limited	milk	production:	Boer	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	meat	production	and	have
a	relatively	low	milk	production.	This	limits	their	use	as	a	dairy	animal.	Horns:	Boer	goats	have	large,	curved	horns	that	can	be	dangerous	to	humans	and	other	animals	if	they	are	not	properly	handled.	Environmental	impact:	Like	all	livestock,	Boer	goats	can	have	an	impact	on	the	environment	if	they	are	not	managed	properly.	They	can	cause	soil



erosion	and	contribute	to	water	pollution	if	they	are	allowed	to	graze	in	sensitive	areas.	The	Boer	goat	is	primarily	used	for	meat	production,	as	its	meat	has	a	high	yield	and	quality.	However,	there	are	other	uses	of	Boer	goats	as	well.	Here	are	some	common	uses	of	Boer	goat:	Meat	production:	Boer	goats	are	primarily	raised	for	their	meat.	They	are
known	for	their	lean	meat	with	a	mild	flavor,	and	commonly	used	for	meat	production	around	the	world.	Breeding:	Boer	goats	are	also	used	for	breeding	purposes,	as	they	have	a	high	fertility	rate	and	are	able	to	produce	large	litters	of	kids.	Show	animals:	Boer	goats	are	popular	show	animals	due	to	their	attractive	appearance	and	docile	nature.
Vegetation	management:	Boer	goats	are	sometimes	used	for	vegetation	management.	Because	they	are	able	to	clear	land	of	unwanted	vegetation	such	as	brush	and	weeds.	4-H	and	FFA	projects:	Boer	goats	are	often	used	for	4-H	and	FFA	(Future	Farmers	of	America)	projects,	as	they	are	easy	to	handle	and	care	for.	Petting	zoos:	Boer	goats	are
popular	animals	for	petting	zoos	and	other	educational	exhibits,	as	they	are	friendly	and	docile.	Overall,	the	primary	use	of	Boer	goats	is	for	meat	production,	but	they	have	other	uses	as	well.	These	includes	breeding,	show	animals,	vegetation	management,	and	educational	exhibits	Here	are	some	popular	breeds	of	goats	and	their	characteristics:	Boer
goats:	Originally	from	South	Africa,	Boer	goats	are	bred	for	meat	production.	They	are	muscular,	have	a	high	growth	rate,	and	are	adaptable	to	a	variety	of	environments.	Alpine	goats:	Alpine	goats	are	known	for	their	milk	production,	producing	an	average	of	1-2	gallons	per	day.	They	are	hardy,	adaptable,	and	come	in	a	variety	of	colors.	Nubian
goats:	Nubian	goats	are	a	popular	breed	for	both	milk	and	meat	production.	They	have	long,	floppy	ears	and	are	known	for	their	high	butterfat	content	in	their	milk.	LaMancha	goats:	LaMancha	goats	are	a	dairy	breed	known	for	their	mild	temperament	and	high	milk	production.	They	are	easily	recognizable	by	their	very	short	ears.	Saanen	goats:
Saanen	goats	are	a	dairy	breed	that	are	known	for	their	high	milk	production	and	docile	personalities.	They	are	usually	all-white	and	have	erect	ears.	Spanish	goats:	Spanish	goats	are	a	hardy	breed	that	are	known	for	their	meat	production.	They	are	adaptable	to	a	variety	of	environments	and	are	resistant	to	many	diseases.	Kiko	goats:	Kiko	goats	are
bred	for	meat	production	and	are	known	for	their	hardiness	and	adaptability.	Also,	they	are	originally	from	New	Zealand	and	are	often	used	for	brush	clearing.	Nigerian	Dwarf	goats:	Nigerian	Dwarf	goats	are	a	small	dairy	breed	known	for	their	high	butterfat	content	in	their	milk.	They	are	popular	as	pets	and	for	small-scale	milk	production.	These	are
just	a	few	examples	of	popular	breeds	of	goats	and	their	characteristics.	When	selecting	a	breed	for	your	farm,	it’s	important	to	consider	your	specific	needs	and	resources	to	choose	a	breed	that	will	be	well-suited	to	your	operation.	In	Nigeria,	there	are	several	breeds	of	goats,	but	some	of	the	most	popular	ones	are	the	West	African	Dwarf,	Red
Sokoto,	Sahelian,	Pygmy,	and	Boer	goats.	Each	of	these	breeds	has	its	unique	characteristics	and	is	well	adapted	to	different	climates	and	environments	in	Nigeria.	The	West	African	Dwarf	goat	is	known	for	its	hardiness	and	adaptability.	While	the	Red	Sokoto	is	valued	for	its	high-quality	meat.	The	Sahelian	goats	are	favored	for	their	milk	production.
While	the	Pygmy	and	Boer	goats	are	popular	for	their	meat	production.	These	breeds	have	played	an	essential	role	in	the	livelihoods	of	many	Nigerians.	It	has	also	continue	to	be	a	valuable	asset	to	the	country’s	economy.
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