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Image	not	available	forColor:	To	view	this	video	download	Flash	Player	GCSEEnglish	LiteratureAQAEnglish	Lit:	AQA	GCSE	An	Inspector	Calls3.6.1As	Inspector	Goole	enters	the	room,	the	atmosphere	of	the	dinner	party	changes	dramatically.Despite	interrogating	the	characters,	Inspector	Goole	does	not	actually	openly	accuse	them	of	anything	until
they	admit	to	their	actions	-	he	teaches	the	characters.	He	gets	them	to	understand	the	roles	they	played	and	lets	them	either	feel	remorse	or	show	a	lack	of	compassion	(pity).	He	causes	each	character	to	develop	and	waits	to	see	if	they	will	use	this	as	an	opportunity	to	change	their	ways.Inspector	Goole	refuses	to	be	intimidated	by	the	Birlings
upper-class	status.	He	refuses	to	treat	them	differently.Priestley	uses	him	to	show	how	shocked	the	Birlings	are	by	this	this	suggests	that	they	expect	special	treatment	purely	because	of	their	social	class.Inspector	Goole	knows	most	of	the	details	of	Eva	Smiths	story	and	the	familys	involvement	before	he	even	asks	them	this	terrifies	the	Birlings	(who
react	aggressively)	because	they	work	so	hard	to	put	up	a	perfect	family	image.It	is	unclear	who,	or	what,	the	Inspector	actually	is	is	he	real?	Is	he	a	ghost	(or	a	ghoul)?	Is	he	the	characters	consciences?	Is	he	God?Inspector	Goole	encourages	social	equality	with	how	he	treats	the	Birlings	and	Gerald.	He	is	Priestley's	mouthpiece	for	anti-capitalist	and
pro-socialist	messages.Inspector	Goole	threatens	the	very	structure	of	society	by	refusing	to	treat	members	of	the	upper	classes	any	differently	instead,	he	treats	everyone	the	same	and	encourages	more	equality	within	society.Before	he	leaves,	Inspector	Goole	warns	the	Birling	family	that	if	they	do	not	make	some	important	changes	to	the	way	they
live	their	lives,	fire	and	blood	and	anguish	will	follow.	This	is	Priestley	warning	the	family	that	selfish,	capitalist	attitudes	will	ultimately	lead	to	two	World	Wars,	causing	thousands	of	deaths	and	permanent	changes	to	British	(and	World)	society.Jump	to	other	topicsUnlimited	access	to	10,000+	open-ended	exam	questionsMini-mock	exams	based	on
your	study	historyUnlock	800+	premium	courses	&	e-booksGet	started	with	Seneca	Premium	An	Inspector	Calls	was	written	by	J.B	Priestly	in	1946,	just	after	the	second	world	war.	It	focuses	on	the	visit	to	the	Birling	family	by	a	mysterious	inspector.	Priestley	uses	the	character	of	Inspector	Goole	to	represent	a	god	like	figure	who	can	also	be	the
mouthpiece	of	him.	He	is	an	omniscient,	authorative	character	who	heightens	the	drama	of	the	play	whilst	also	bringing	important	moral	issues	to	the	forefront	for	the	characters	and	audience	alike.	Goole	is	a	contradictory	and	complex	character	who	reveals	frequent	opposing	characteristics	from	calmness	to	anger,	aggression	and	gentleness,
assertiveness	and	secretive.	At	the	beginning	of	the	play	in	Act	1,	Birling	is	giving	what	he	believes	to	be	a	rather	significant	speech;	he	is	celebrating	his	daughters	marriage	and	discussing	his	attitudes	towards	responsibility.	Soon	after,	he	is	interrupted	by	the	sharp	ring	of	a	front	doorbell.	Priestley	has	chosen	to	use	the	adjective	sharp	in	his	stage
directions	to	suggest	that	the	Inspectors	arrival	cuts	through	Birlings	monologue	and	makes	the	characters	pay	attention.	It	also	creates	a	shift	in	the	atmosphere.	The	previously	convivial	atmosphere	has	now	suddenly	become	tense.	This	is	affected	by	a	change	in	lighting,	from	pink	and	intimate	to	brighter	and	harder.	It	could	be	argued	that	the
Inspector	destroys	the	cosy,	safe	atmosphere	of	the	Birlings	celebration	and	opens	the	family	up	to	the	realities	of	the	world.	Before	the	inspector	delivers	his	first	line	we	can	see	that	he	is	clearly	challenging	the	Birlings	situation.Priestley	presents	the	Inspector	and	Mr	Birling	as	polar	opposites.	When	the	inspector	first	arrives,	we	are	informed	by
the	stage	directions	that	he	creates	an	impression	of	massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness.	The	triplet	makes	it	clear	that	from	now	on	he	will	dominate	the	situation,	despite	the	hospility	he	faces	from	the	Birlings.	The	inspector	remains	composed	,	while	characters	around	him	break	out.	The	noun	solidity	proves	that	he	stays	on	task	despite
being	provoked	by	Birlings	numerous	attempts.	He	remains	impervious	to	their	threats	and	does	not	get	flustered.	He	has	a	disconcerting	habit	of	looking	hard	at	someone	before	speaking,	he	takes	his	time	and	interrupts	Mr	Birling,	cutting	through	his	bluster.	This	highlights	the	inspectors	power	and	his	refusal	to	be	intimidated	by	their	social	class.
Birling,	by	contrast,	adopts	a	condescending	manner	towards	the	Inspector	and	shows	increasing	impatience.	Finally	he	shifts	to	terrorising	him	when	he	realises	that	the	Inspector	will	do	his	duty	and	not	be	diverted.	Mr	Birling	is	the	plays	stereotypical	representation	of	an	arrogant,	materialistic	capitalist,	whose	attitudes	reflect	a	lack	of	social
responsibility	and	equity,	a	man	has	to	look	after	himself.	His	misguided	beliefs	about	war	and	the	unsinkable,	absolutely	unsinkable	Titanic	demonstrate	to	the	audience	how	foolish	he	really	is.	Priestly	intends	to	highlight	through	the	use	of	dramatic	irony	that	capitalists	beliefs	are	ignorant	and	should	not	be	taken	into	consideration.	Throughout	the
play,	Priestley	is	inviting	us	to	compare	between	the	Birlings	attitudes	and	the	responsible,	socialist	attitudes	of	the	inspector.The	inspector	represents	Priestleys	voice-	he	serves	as	his	mouthpiece	to	advocate	strong	socialist	views	and	practices.	He	challenges	characters	and	the	audience	about	their	treatment	towards	the	working	class.	Most
specifically,	he	represents	morality,	and	amplifies	how	us	as	a	society	should	treat	each	other	since	we	dont	live	alone	and	we	are	members	of	one	body.	This	metaphor	further	emphasises	on	socialism	and	equality.	The	pronoun	we	proves	that	this	is	a	general,	public	message	for	everyone,	it	is	addressed	at	both	the	characters	and	the	contemporary
audience.	The	inspector	has	an	omniscient	presence,	giving	him	a	moral	or	Godly	power	that	places	his	views	above	all	the	others	in	the	play.	Priestley	chose	the	name	Goole	intentionally	as	a	homophone	for	ghoul,	suggesting	a	ghost	or	evil	spirit	and	also	as	someone	with	a	morbid	interest	in	death,	reminding	us	that	his	concern	is	Eva	Smiths	death.
Priestley	intended	on	centering	the	plot	of	the	play	around	a	lower	class	character-Eva	Smith	to	suggest	how	vulnerable	the	working	class	during	the	Edwardian	era	were.	As	well	as,	highlighting	how	shockingly	socially	acceptable	it	was	to	treat	them	badly.	In	the	1920s	there	were	strong	distinctions	between	the	upper	and	lower	class.	Upper	class
members	or	the	Birlings	were	unaware	that	their	peaceful	lives	rest	upon	the	hard	work	of	the	ones	below	them	like	Eva.	Further	to	this,	the	Inspectors	origins	are	unknown	and	the	characters	spend	the	ending	of	the	play	trying	to	establish	where	he	came	from,	with	Mr	Birling	decrying	him	as	a	hoax.	By	presenting	the	inspector	in	such	a	way,
Priestley	wants	him	to	serve	not	to	penalize	one	single	person	for	the	events	that	led	to	Eva	Smiths	death	but	to	force	all	of	the	characters	to	repent	their	actions	and	warn	them	of	the	dire	consequences	they	will	face	if	they	do	not.The	inspectors	final	speech	If	men	will	not	learn	that	lesson,	then	they	will	be	taught	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish,
reveals	the	most	obvious	form	of	his	thinking,	which	he	has	developed	throughout	the	course	of	the	play,	and	which	seems	to	be	have	motivated	his	very	presence	in	the	household.	The	inspector	strongly	believes	in	socialism	and	equality	among	all	classes.	He	believes	that	we	all	have	a	responsibility	in	society	to	take	care	for	each	other	and	that	both
the	upper	and	lower	class	should	come	together	as	one.	The	fact	that	the	Inspector	is	talking	in	third	person	is	again	proving	his	dominance	and	control	over	them.	He	is	excluding	himself	and	emphasising	once	more	that	hes	on	top	of	them	all.	The	metaphor	fire	and	blood	and	anguish	is	a	powerful	image	that	suggests	conflict.	These	three	words
make	us	think	of	hell,	bloodshed	and	sorrow	for	the	loss	of	lives,	and	makes	readers	link	to	the	First	and	Second	World	Wars.	This	would	be	very	influential	to	the	audience	seeming	that	the	play	takes	place	in	1912.	The	intended	effect	of	the	predictions	was	to	make	the	audience	see	a	glimpse	of	the	kind	of	person	the	character	is.	In	the	case	of
Birling,	the	audience	would	see	him	as	a	character	whose	opinion	is	not	to	be	trusted,	whereas	the	predictions	made	by	the	Inspector	chill	the	audience	and	make	them	see	that	the	lesson	he	speaks	of	has	been	re-taught	through	fire	and	blood	and	anguish	twice	already.	The	audience	had	experienced	the	horrors	of	war	and	were	not	eager	to	face
them	again.	Priestley	has	just	made	the	inspector	reveal	what	the	future	might	come	out	for	the	Birlings	if	they	dont	change	their	views	in	life.	Goole	teaches	the	audience	just	what	can	happen	if	one	chooses	to	ignore	others	and	deny	responsibility	for	ones	own	actions.	Keep	in	mind:	This	is	only	a	sample.	Get	a	custom	paper	now	from	our	expert
writers.	J.B.	Priestly	wrote	An	inspector	calls	with	the	intention	of	provoking	people	into	realizing	that	change	must	come,	and	that	all	people	are	equal,	and	deserved	to	be	treated	as	such.	He	used	the	character	of	Mr	Birling	to	represent	how	the	upper	class	people	frowned	upon	others	below	them	in	society.	Priestley	was	concerned	about	the
consequences	of	social	inequality	in	Britain,	and	the	differences	caused	by	wealth	and	class	divide.	He	believed	that	what	resulted	from	this	were	the	very	characteristics	shown	in	Mr	Birling.	On	the	other	hand,	Inspector	Goole	is	used	as	Priestleys	voice-he	represents	his	strong	socialist	views	and	beliefs.	His	job	is	to	make	the	characters	reconsider
themselves,	change	their	attitudes	and	face	up	to	what	they	have	done.	The	Inspector	has	a	very	important	role	in	the	play	as	he	controls	the	structure	each	revelation	moves	the	play	one	step	forward.	Simply	he	is	the	medium	for	the	events	of	the	play:	without	his	intervention,	none	of	the	characters	secrets	would	have	been	revealed.	Question	1How
does	Priestley	present	the	character	of	Inspector	Goole	and	why	is	he	significant?Answer	The	Inspector	is	a	contradictory	and	complex	character	who	exhibits	frequent	opposing	characteristics	from	calmness	to	anger,	aggression	and	gentleness,	assertiveness	and	aloofness,	indirect	but	direct	etc.	(If	youre	easy	with	me	Im	easy	with	you.)	His	name
Goole	is	symbolic	of	his	interest	in	death,	and	exposure	of	the	evil	in	others	and	the	fact	that	he	may	not	be	real	at	all;	just	a	reflection	or	embodiment	of	the	collective	guilt	and	conscience	of	the	family.	He	behaves	like	a	police	inspector	with	his	casual	assertiveness,	sobriety	and	the	disconcerting	habit	of	looking	hard	at	the	person	he	addressed
before	actually	speaking	which	unnerves	people.	During	the	initial	interrogation,	he	claims	to	know	very	little	but	by	the	end	it	is	clear	he	knows	everything	after	expertly	linking	each	member	of	the	family	with	Eva	Smith.	The	Inspector	is	what	can	be	termed	as	socially	progressive	in	his	advocation	of	social	responsibility	and	the	importance	of
empathy.	He	represents	morality	and	forces	each	character	to	judge	themselves	and	reflect	on	their	actions.	He	clearly	has	an	impact	on	the	young	members	of	the	family	but	not	the	old,	suggesting	the	young	represent	the	future	and	the	possibility	of	change.	English	Made	Simple	Question	1How	does	Priestley	present	the	character	of	Eva	Smith	and
why	is	she	significant?Answer	The	audience	does	not	encounter	Eva	Smith	but	her	character	is	presented	and	developed	through	what	the	Inspector	elicits	from	the	family.	Priestley	presents	her	as	having	a	nice	little	promising	life	but	a	nasty	mess	somebodys	made	of	it.	Although	she	may	be	several	different	characters,	she	represents	the	victim	of
Edwardian	double	standards.	Her	name	is	symbolically	significant.	Eva	refers	to	the	first	woman	and	Smith	is	a	common	name	which	could	mean	any	woman.	During	the	years	leading	up	to	the	First	World	War	there	was	much	industrial	unrest	with	workers	demanding	higher	wages	and	better	working	conditions.	As	she	was	a	woman	demanding
higher	wages,	in	a	time	of	increased	Suffragette	militancy,	Smith	would	have	been	seen	as	a	trouble	maker,	and	as	such	Birling	dismissed	her.	She	gains	employment	in	a	shop	but	on	the	whim	of	a	spoiled	rich	girl	who	asserts	her	class	based	power,	Smith	is	dismissed	again	and	has	no	choice	but	to	turn	to	prostitution	where	she	is	used	by	Gerald	and
Eric	and	becomes	pregnant	and	turns	to	Mrs	Birlings	charity	for	help	and	is	rejected	again.	As	she	refuses	Erics	stolen	money	she	illustrates	more	moral	integrity	than	Eric,	and	indeed,	his	entire	family.	The	suggestion	is	she	subsequently	committed	suicide	and	society,	in	the	symbolic	form	of	the	Birling	family,	is	to	blame.	Goole,	or	Ghoul?Inspector
Goole	is	key	to	An	Inspector	Calls.	But	before	we	can	understand	his	key	quotes,	we	must	analyse	his	character.	The	Inspector	is	in	his	fifties,	dressed	in	a	plain	dark	suit.He	initially	seems	to	be	an	ordinary	Brumley	police	inspector,	yet	he	is	eventually	something	more	ominous,	perhaps	even	supernatural...JB	Priestly	writes	that	The	Inspector'need
not	be	a	big	man,	but	he	creates	at	once	an	impression	of	massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness'.Inspector	Goole	questions	every	Birling	member,	from	the	older	generation	ofMr	Birlingto	the	youngest	character	ofSheila	Birling,	as	well	asGerald	Croft.Throughout	these	interrogations,	Priestley	describes	the	Inspector's	'disconcerting	habit	of
looking	hard	at	the	person	he	addresses	before	he	speaks'.Now	that	we	have	understood	his	character,	we	will	be	able	to	better	understand	the	context	of	his	key	quotes:	Key	quotes,	sorted	by	time.After	reading	these	quotes,	scroll	down	for	analysis	of	these.Intimidating	power:	Need	not	be	a	big	man	but	he	creates	at	once	an	impression	of
massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness.A	mind	reader?	"He	speaks	carefully,	weightily	and	has	a	disconcerting	habit	of	looking	hard	at	the	person	he	addresses	before	actually	speaking.Two	hours	ago	a	young	woman	died	in	the	Infirmary.	Shed	been	taken	there	this	afternoon	because	shed	swallowed	a	lot	of	strong	disinfectant.	Burnt	her	inside	out,
of	courseA	chain	of	events	lead	to	Eva	Smith's	suicide....Its	better	to	ask	for	the	Earth	than	to	take	it...Itwould	do	us	all	a	bit	of	good	if	sometimes	we	tried	to	put	ourselves	in	the	place	of	these	young	women	counting	their	pennies	in	their	dingy	little	back	bedroom(To	Gerald)	And	you	think	young	women	ought	to	be	protected	against	unpleasant	and
disturbing	things?	A	girl	died	tonight.	A	pretty,	lively	sort	of	girl,	who	never	did	anybody	any	harm.But	she	died	in	misery	and	agony-	hating	life-If	theres	nothing	else	we	have	to	share	our	guiltPublic	men,	Mr	Birling,	have	responsibilities	as	well	as	privilegesYouve	had	children.You	must	have	known	what	she	was	feeling.	And	you	slammed	the	door	in
her	faceAnd	be	quiet	for	a	moment	and	listen	to	me.I	dont	need	to	know	any	more.	Neither	do	you.	This	girl	killed	herself-	and	died	a	horrible	death.	But	each	of	you	helped	to	kill	her.	Remember	that.	Never	forget	it.	(He	looks	from	one	to	the	other	of	them	carefully)	But	then	I	dont	think	you	ever	will.	Remember	what	you	didBut	remember	this.	One
Eva	Smith	has	gone-	but	there	are	millions	and	millions	and	millions	of	Eva	Smithsand	John	Smiths	still	left	with	us,	with	their	lives,	their	hopes	and	fears,	their	suffering	and	chance	of	happiness,	all	intertwined	with	our	lives,	and	what	we	think	and	say	and	do.	We	dont	live	alone.	We	are	members	of	one	body.	We	are	responsible	for	each	other.	And	I
tell	you	that	the	time	will	soon	come	when,	if	men	will	not	learn	that	lesson,	then	they	will	be	taught	it	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.	Good	night.Now	that	we	have	read	Goole's	key	quotes,	we	will	analyse	the	most	important	of	these:	Now	that	we	have	seen	his	key	quotes,	it	is	necessary	to	understand	what	these	mean.He	arrives	at	a	critical	time	to
interrupt	Mr	Birling	and	his	selfish	views:a	man	has	to	mind	his	own	business	and	look	after	himself	and	his	own	and	We	hear	the	sharp	ring	of	a	front	doorbell.The	Inspectors	role	is	to	show	that	this	is	not	the	case.The	Inspector	uses	the	pronoun	'we'	wheras	Mr	Birling	and	Mrs	Birling	use	'I'.	Priestley	creates	a	division	between	the	Birlings	selfish
desires	and	Priestley's	own	message	of	collective	responsibility.He	is	described	in	the	stage	directions	as	givingan	impression	of	massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness.	He	takes	charge	immediately	from	Mr	Birling	and	remains	in	control	throughout.	Mr	Birlingattempts	to	regain	control,	but	fails	as	the	Inspector	quickly	regains	his	control	(The
Inspector	interrupts	Birling	cutting	through,	massively).	Goole	remains	solid	as	each	of	them	breaks	down	and	nothing	distracts	him	from	his	purpose.With	Sheila,	the	Inspector	knows	that	she	feels	guilty,	so	he	leaves	her	to	admit	her	role	herself.	She	is	struck	by	the	truth	of	what	the	Inspector	says,	showing	that	he	is	a	powerful,	manipulative	and
interesting	character.He	is	clearly	there	to	challenge	and	investigate.	He	has	a	habit	oflooking	hardat	the	person	he	is	interrogating	before	starting	to	speak.	This	unnerves	the	characters.He	controls	the	play.	He	directs	the	investigation	carefully,	dealing	withone	line	of	enquiry	at	a	time.	Therefore,	he	is	controlling	the	structure	of	the	play.	Could	he
be	the	voice	of	Priestley?	The	conscience	of	the	audience?He	is	a	teacher:	There	toteach	each	character	(and	the	audience)	of	the	importance	of	social	responsibility.Goole	might	have	made	a	reference	to	the	Bible	in	his	statement	"We	are	members	of	one	body".	His	assertion	suggests	a	moral	character,	with	Biblical	characteristics	of	compassion
andlove.He	uses	aggressive,	shocking	language	to	make	the	characters	feel	guilty	for	the	part	they	played	in	Eva	Smiths	death:she	died	in	misery	and	agony	Goole	doesn't	change.In	terms	of	character	development,	Priestley's	message	is	that	the	Inspector	has	already	found	his	morals.	Goole	is	one	of	the	only	characters	that	does	not	change	as	the
play	progresses.He	always	remains	assertive	throughout	the	play.	However,	he	gains	more	control	over	the	characters	as	the	play	progresses.He	is	Priestleys	voice	he	represents	Priestley's	strong	moral	views.	His	job	is	to	make	the	characters	change	their	attitudes,	face	up	to	what	they	have	done	and	start	taking	responsibility	for	each	other	see	his
final	message	in	the	play.He	heightens	drama	his	entrances	and	exits	are	well	timed	in	order	to	create	maximum	tension	(e.g.	at	the	end	of	Act	1	when	he	walks	in	on	Gerald	and	Sheilas	conversation).He	controls	the	structure	of	the	play	each	revelation	moves	the	play	one	step	forward.	Students	have	shared	this	page	to	Facebook,	Twitter,	TikTok	and
WhatsApp.	Share	these	notes	to	FacebookTweet	these	notes	Question	1How	does	Priestley	present	the	character	of	Eric	Birling?Answer	In	many	ways,	Eric	is	a	disappointment	to	his	parents	and	the	opposite	of	Gerald	Croft.	He	is	described	as	in	his	mid-twenties,	not	quite	at	ease,	half	shy,	half	assertive;	it	is	as	if	he	has	something	to	hide.	He	has	low
self	esteem	and	low	self	confidence	which	may	have	led	him	to	drink	heavily.	His	parents	clearly	do	not	take	him	seriously	and	their	lack	of	parental	love	may	also	have	contributed	to	his	low	self	esteem	and	heavy	drinking.	He	has	been	granted	an	expensive	education	by	his	parents	and	as	such	felt	compelled	to	join	his	fathers	business	whom	he
steals	money	from	to	fund	his	alcohol	dependency.	Heis	presented	as	a	nasty	drunk	who	as	good	as	rapes	the	girl	he	makes	pregnant.	However,	Priestley	clearly	wants	the	audience	to	understand	that	he	is	not	a	complete	villain	and	that	he	is	clearly	a	product	of	his	upbringing	and	environment.Question	2What	has	Eric	learned	by	the	end	of	the	play?
Answer	He	admits	his	faults	and	is	remorseful	of	his	behaviour.	Eric	is	involved	in	what	is	arguably	the	most	emotional	moment	of	the	play	when	he	accuses	his	mother	of	murdering	her	own	grandchild.	Eric	fights	back	at	his	parents	and	is	clearly	ashamed	of	both	them	andwhat	he	has	done.	He	hasgrown	up	considerably	by	the	end	of	the	play	and
the	evenings	events	can	be	seen	as	his	path	to	adulthood	and	responsibility.	His	acknowledgement	of	guilt	and	acceptance	of	social	responsibility	leads	to	the	audience	sympathising	with	him	and	Sheila	stating	Erics	absolutely	right.	And	its	the	best	thing	any	one	of	us	has	said	tonight	and	it	makes	me	feel	a	bit	less	ashamed	of	us.	Written	by:	Nick
RedgroveReviewed	by:	Kate	LeeUpdated	on	24	June	2025Inspector	Goole	represents	both	J.B.	Priestleys	own	socialist	beliefs,	but	also	the	moral	authority	of	An	Inspector	Calls,	shining	a	light	on	the	moral	failings	of	the	Birling	family.Inspector	Goole	character	summaryPriestley	uses	the	Inspector	to	comment	on	the	inequalities	in	1912	society	and
how	it	is	organised:The	Inspector	highlights	the	chain	of	events	connecting	individuals	in	society.	He	establishes	the	links	between	the	Birlings	and	Eva	Smith	/	Daisy	Renton	to	encourage	the	family	to	accept	their	responsibilities	and	change	the	way	they	behave	towards	others	in	the	future.He	highlights	generational	conflict:	while	Mr	and	Mrs
Birling,	the	older	generation,	refuse	to	accept	the	Inspectors	message,	Sheila	and	Eric,	the	younger	generation,	are	open	to	social	change	and	taking	responsibility	for	ones	actions.He	speaks	on	behalf	of	the	victimised	and	oppressed:	because	his	investigation	is	based	upon	Eva	Smiths	diary,	it	is	as	though	he	speaks	for	Eva	from	beyond	the	grave.	He
forces	the	Birlings	to	consider	the	millions	and	millions	of	Eva	Smiths	and	John	Smiths	who	might	struggle	because	of	capitalist	greedPriestleys	language,	in	both	dialogue	and	stage	directions,	is	designed	to	give	the	impression	that	Inspector	Goole	is	an	omniscient	moral	authority.	The	language	he	uses,	and	is	used	about	him,	is	characterised
by:Emotive	language:	the	Inspector	expresses	anger	at	the	lack	of	empathy	for	Eva	Smith	shown	by	Mr	and	Mrs	Birling;	his	final	speech	makes	effective	use	of	tricolons	to	warn	that	those	who	refuse	to	show	responsibility	for	one	another	will	be	taught	it	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.	He	describes	Evas	burnt	out	corpse	using	gruesome	imagery	in
order	to	confront	the	Birlings	with	the	awful	consequences	of	their	actionsContrasts:	in	the	stage	directions	used	to	describe	the	Inspector	in	Act	1,	his	arrival	is	signalled	by	the	sharp	ring	of	the	doorbell	that	cuts	off	Mr	Birlings	speech	about	the	importance	of	putting	oneself	first.	Furthermore,	when	the	Inspector	arrives,	the	pink	and	intimate
lighting	becomes	brighter	and	harder,	the	juxtaposition	indicating	that	Goole	is	about	to	illuminate	the	truth	and	expose	the	Birlings	secrets.A	sharp	tone:	the	Inspectors	dialogue	shows	that	he	does	not	care	for	the	trappings	of	the	1912	class	system;	he	dismisses	Mr	Birlings	offer	of	port	and	is	unimpressed	when	Mr	Birling	claims	to	golf	with	the
Chief	Constable:	I	dont	play	golf.	He	is	also	talented	at	using	other	characters	words	against	them	to	punish	their	lack	of	empathy,	as	when	he	convinces	Mrs	Birling	to	unwittingly	blame	Eric	at	the	end	of	Act	2Inspector	Goole	key	quotesInspector	Goole	key	quotesThe	Inspector	does	not	develop	as	a	character	over	the	course	of	the	play:	he	begins
and	ends	the	play	as	its	moral	authority,	and	encourages	the	others	to	learn	from	him.	He	is,	however,	the	catalyst	for	the	changes	we	see	in	other	characters.	He	carries	out	his	investigation	purposefully,	interrogating	one	person	at	a	time.Act	1Act	2Act	3Mr	Birling	and	Sheila:	Initially,	the	Inspector	reveals	that	Mr	Birling	and	Sheila	set	Eva	on	her
tragic	path.Gerald	and	Mrs	Birling:	Inspector	Goole	forces	Gerald	to	reveal	the	truth	of	his	affair	with	Eva.	He	then	diverges	from	his	chronological	investigation	to	expose	Mrs	Birlings	cruelty	towards	Eva.Eric:	The	Inspector	reveals	Erics	involvement	with	Eva,	forcing	him	to	admit	that	he	raped	and	used	Eva	before	stealing	money	for	her.	He	leaves
the	Birlings	with	a	warning	about	the	perils	of	denying	their	responsibility	towards	others.An	Inspector	Calls	is	based	on	the	morality	plays	of	the	late	middle	ages	in	which	men	are	caught	between	the	religious	need	for	goodness	and	the	temptations	of	evil.	The	Inspector	could	be	seen	to	represent	Christian	ideals	here,	as	he	encourages	the	Birlings
to	confess	their	sins	and	seek	repentance.	He	appeals	to	their	better	natures,	but	also	warns	them	of	the	hellish	fire	and	blood	and	anguish	that	awaits	those	who	deny	his	message	about	helping	the	needy.20th-century	warfareBecause	the	play	takes	place	a	few	years	before	the	First	World	War,	the	Inspector	highlights	the	ignorant	attitudes	of	men
like	Arthur	Birling	about	the	future	and	the	unrest	throughout	Europe.	His	message	can	be	interpreted	as	a	call	to	action	for	Priestleys	1945	audience	to	not	repeat	the	mistakes	of	the	past.The	Inspector	as	ghostThe	Inspector	might	even	be	interpreted	as	the	ghost	of	Eva	Smith	(Goole,	after	all,	is	a	homophone	for	ghoul).	His	omniscient	knowledge	of
her	life,	her	story,	and	her	feelings	at	various	points	suggests	a	connection	between	him	and	Eva.	The	idea	of	a	ghost	encouraging	the	living	to	change	their	ways	imitates,	again,	the	medieval	morality	plays	that	inspired	Priestley,	and	evokes	similar	morality	stories	preaching	social	awareness	such	as	Dickens	A	Christmas	Carol.Did	this	page	help	you?
Goole	is	allegedly	a	police	officer	who	has	come	to	investigate	the	potential	involvement	of	the	Birlings	in	the	recent	suicide	of	a	girl	by	the	name	of	Eva	Smith.	Throughout	the	play,	he	conducts	himself	in	a	manner	unsuitable	for	a	police	inspector:	he	takes	moral	stances	throughout	his	interrogation,	usually	in	support	of	labor	rights,	and	in	the	end
he	universalizes	Eva	Smiths	case	to	the	cases	of	many	such	disadvantaged	lower	class	citizens	throughout	the	country.	In	the	end	of	the	play,	it	turns	that	he	is	not	an	Inspector	after	all,	and	is	suspected	instead	to	be	a	person	from	the	town	with	socialist	tendencies	and	a	grudge	against	Mr.	Birling.	The	final	revelationthe	call	from	the	infirmary	that
there	really	was	a	suiciderenews	suspicion	about	the	Inspectors	identity,	as	it	makes	it	seem	that	Inspector	Goole	did	somehow	know	what	was	going	to	happen,	and	was	not	merely	seeking	to	make	the	Birlings	cognizant	of	their	moral	wrongs.	In	An	Inspector	Calls,	Priestley	portrays	society	in	1912	as	capitalist-ruled,	segregated,	and	unfair,	using	the
Birling	family	as	a	symbol	for	all	upper-class	aristocrats.	Inspector	Goole	acts	as	Priestleys	social	mouthpiece	he	is	a	symbol	of	socialism.	Socialism	advocates	for	public	ownership	of	resources	and	production	means	to	create	a	more	equal	society.	It	aims	to	empower	the	working	class,	like	Eva	Smith	who	worked	in	the	factory.	Socialists	advocate	for
workers	rights	and	strongly	support	labour	unions.	In	1944-1945,	when	the	play	was	written,	Priestley	was	a	figure	who	campaigned	for	a	social	welfare	state	and	a	more	moral	system.	The	play	was	set	in	1912,	pre-war,	to	show	what	life	was	like	then	and	to	signify	how	important	it	is	to	not	revert	to	those	ways	or	have	the	mindset	of	the	capitalist.
Even	today,	we	still	have	people	with	this	mindset.	Stage	direction:	The	play	begins	with	the	Birling	family	enjoying	an	intimate	family	dinner,	enjoying,	dessert	plates	and	champagne	glasses,	and,	decanter	of	port,	cigar	box	and	cigarettes.	all	signs	of	material	wealth-	a	capitalist	family.	Mr	Birlings	worldview:	a	man	has	to	make	his	own	wayhas	to
look	after	himselfand	his	family,	too,	of	course,	when	he	has	one	His	worldview	is	one	of	total	individualism,	where	society	is	understood	as	a	collection	of	persons	and	their	families,	each	of	which	tries	to	maximize	his	or	her	own	financial	and	social	happiness.	It	is	important	to	note	Arthurs	beliefs	are	a	radical	form	of	capitalist	thought.	Arthur	seems
to	have	morphed	a	basic	capitalist	principle	into	a	moral	one,	believing	that	hard	work	is	sufficient	enough	to	allow	a	person	to	get	ahead.	This	disregards	many	of	the	advantages	that	Arthur	and	his	family	have	enjoyed	and	leads	him	to	believe	that	everything	he	has	is	a	direct	consequence	of	his	power	and	achievement.	The	door	bell	rings:	The
ringing	of	the	bell	causes	a	disturbance	as	it	signals	the	entrance	of	a	new	character	the	inspector.	This	symbolises	that	the	inspector	will	disrupt	their	artificial	lives	with	the	sharp	ring	of	the	doorbell.	The	adjective	sharp	is	a	powerful	word,	indicating	the	desperate	need	for	change	in	the	Birling	household.	Symbol	of	ignorance:	This	represents	that
the	Birlings	are	very	comfortable	with	life,	however,	very	unaware	of	the	plight	of	the	working	class.They	encapsulate	a	stereotypical	portrayal	of	a	middle-class	family.	Inspector	Goole	has	an	immediate	impact	he	is	omnipotent:	brighter	and	harder	The	change	in	lighting	when	the	inspector	enters	serves	as	a	dramatic	device,	signifying	change.	The
comparative	adjective	brighter	symbolizes	knowledge;	the	inspector	arrives	with	brightness	to	indicate	that	he	is	there	to	lead	people	out	of	their	ignorance,	particularly	the	ignorance	of	the	capitalists	regarding	the	plight	of	the	poor.	It	also	represents	how	the	spotlight	on	them	will	reveal	the	truth,	exposing	their	sins	for	not	supporting	the	poor.	The
term	harder	carries	harsh	connotations,	indicating	that	they	now	have	to	confront	harsh	realities	and	that	its	time	to	be	tougher	on	such	people,	such	as	the	capitalists,	who	have	gotten	away	with	too	much	for	too	long.	Dramatic	device:	we	hear	the	sharp	ring	of	a	door	bell.	Birling	stops	to	listen.	The	adjective	sharp	has	harsh	painful	connotations.	It
emphasises	the	need	for	a	wake-up	call.	Intimidating	power:	Need	not	be	a	big	man	but	he	creates	at	once	an	impression	of	massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness.	The	rule	of	three,	massiveness,	solidity	and	purposefulness	indicates	that	he	is	an	imposing	figure.	It	metaphorically	implies	the	qualities	of	one	that	has	a	prophetic	role	and	for	one	to
guide	people	out	of	darkness,	solidity	is	required	and	purposefulness	illustrates	that	the	inspector	only	speaks	with	intent	and	great	thought.	He	is	humble	and	selfless.	The	name	Goole	is	associated	with	ghosts	or	supernatural	elements.	He	seems	to	know	what	the	characters	will	say	and	he	represents	the	voices	of	the	masses	the	working	class	that
did	not	have	a	voice.	Priestley	was	a	strong	voice	during	WW2,	reminding	people	that	God	was	on	Britains	side.	Therefore,	the	religious	rhetoric	interwoven	throughout	the	play	was	a	way	to	access	the	conscious	minds	of	the	ignorant.	Graphic	imagery:	burnt	her	inside	out.	When	the	inspector	arrives,	he	uses	vivid	descriptions	to	inform	the	Birling
family	about	Eva	Smiths	suicide.	She	drank	a	lot	of	strong	disinfectant,	which	burnt	her	inside	out.	This	not	only	illustrates	the	suffering	this	death	caused	but	also	symbolises	the	painful	life	she	lived,	ultimately	as	a	result	of	being	exploited	by	the	Birlings.	This	represents	the	capitalists	exploiting	the	working	class.	The	violent	verb	burnt	indicates
how	she	felt	extremely	worthless,	she	did	not	want	her	body	to	remain.	The	verb	also	has	religious	connotations,	associating	with	hell.	Eva	Smith	was	living	in	hell,	she	saw	no	way	out,	which	led	to	suicide.	Priestly	used	this	language	to	persuade	and	evoke	sympathy	in	the	post-war	audience	of	1945	for	the	working	class	as	Eva	Smith	is	a	symbol
representing	the	working	class.	Everyone	is	guilty:	A	chain	of	events	Inspector	Goole	demonstrates	that	while	a	single	action	might	not	have	dire	consequences,	the	accumulation	of	a	series	of	negative	events	caused	by	the	Birlings	and	Gerald	can	ultimately	lead	a	young	girl	to	suicide.	In	this	way,	Priestley	encourages	the	audience	and	the	characters
to	contemplate	the	role	they	play	in	other	peoples	lives.	He	urges	them	to	consider	carefully	the	harmful	effects	their	actions	can	have	if	they	do	not	consider	others	and	abuse	their	power.	Guilt	continued:	we	have	to	share	our	guilt	Priestley	suggests	that	a	significant	issue	with	society	in	the	twentieth	century	is	a	lack	of	accountability	for	ones
actions.	He	emphasises	the	need	for	a	stronger	sense	of	remorse	towards	the	struggles	of	the	less	fortunate.	His	message	is	directed	at	all	of	society,	but	through	the	characters	of	Arthur	and	Sybil,	he	highlights	how	the	older	generation	is	resistant	to	change.	The	Inspector	asserts	that	even	if	we	dont	share	anything	else,	we	have	to	share	our	guilt.
The	use	of	the	pronoun	we	emphasizes	that	its	a	collective	problem,	and	for	things	to	improve,	everyone	needs	to	make	changes.	The	pronoun	also	disregards	the	class	divide.	The	use	of	the	imperative	have	to	conveys	a	sense	of	urgencythe	desperate	need	for	changeand	the	verb	share	is	associated	with	socialist	beliefs.	Priestley	believes	that	the
upper	and	middle	classes	should	not	hoard	wealth	but	rather	distribute	it	to	support	the	working	class.	Collective	effort:	But	each	of	you	helped	to	kill	her.	Remember	that.	Never	forget	it.	(He	looks	from	one	to	the	other	of	them	carefully)	But	then	I	dont	think	you	ever	will.	Remember	what	you	did	The	Birlings	and	Gerald	may	not	have	physically
killed	Eva,	but	their	actions	led	to	her	demise.	They	had	many	chances	to	help	her	or	improve	her	situation,	but	they	didnt.	The	use	of	the	verb	kill	is	meant	to	shock	and	make	the	audience	feel	guilty.	The	pronoun	you	is	used	to	directly	address	the	audience	and	make	them	take	responsibility	for	the	way	society	was	controlled	by	capitalists	who
exploited	the	working	class	and	prevented	them	from	improving	their	situation.	Priestley	desperately	does	not	want	society	to	regress	to	pre-war	conditions.	Provocative	speech:	But	remember	this.	One	Eva	Smith	has	gone-	but	there	are	millions	and	millions	and	millions	of	Eva	Smithsand	John	Smiths	still	left	with	us,	with	their	lives,	their	hopes	and
fears,	their	suffering	and	chance	of	happiness,	all	intertwined	with	our	lives,	and	what	we	think	and	say	and	do.	We	dont	live	alone.	We	are	members	of	one	body.	We	are	responsible	for	each	other.	And	I	tell	you	that	the	time	will	soon	come	when,	if	men	will	not	learn	that	lesson,	then	they	will	be	taught	it	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.	Good	night.
The	speech	in	question	is	the	heart	of	the	play.	Eva	Smith	and	John	Smith	symbolise	the	entire	working	class	in	need	of	support.	The	repetition	of	millions	and	serves	to	emphasise	the	vast	number	of	destitute	people.	The	phrase	intertwined	with	our	lives	highlights	how	the	actions	of	the	upper	and	middle	classes	have	significant	implications	for	the
lives	of	the	working	class.	The	brief	sentence,	We	are	members	of	one	body,	is	symbolic,	suggesting	that	if	one	part	of	society	is	affected,	the	entire	society	suffers,	emphasising	the	human	obligation	to	one	another.	Priestley	warns	the	audience	to	make	changes	before	they	experience	it	through	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.	The	triple	nouns	used	are
two-fold:	they	serve	as	a	reference	to	the	potential	of	another	world	war	and	also	allude	to	the	consequences	akin	to	hell.	If	they	dont	change	their	ways,	they	will	face	dire	consequences.	Revision	links	GCSE	English	Literature-Unseen	Poetry	You	can	enter	your	email	below	to	receive	educational	posts	directly	to	your	inbox.	Jump	to	ratings	and
reviewsGenresPlaysClassicsSchoolFictionMysteryDramaCrime	303	people	are	currently	readingJohn	Boynton	Priestley,	the	son	of	a	schoolmaster,	was	born	in	Bradford	in	September	1894,	and	after	schooling	he	worked	for	a	time	in	the	local	wool	trade.	Following	the	outbreak	of	the	Great	War	in	1914,	Priestley	joined	the	British	Army,	and	was	sent
to	France	--in	1915	taking	part	in	the	Battle	of	Loos.	After	being	wounded	in	1917	Priestley	returned	to	England	for	six	months;	then,	after	going	back	to	the	Western	Front	he	suffered	the	consequences	of	a	German	gas	attack,	and,	treated	at	Rouen,	he	was	declared	unfit	for	active	service	and	was	transferred	to	the	Entertainers	Section	of	the	British
Army.	When	Priestley	left	the	army	he	studied	at	Cambridge	University,	where	he	completed	a	degree	in	Modern	History	and	Political	Science.	Subsequently	he	found	work	as	theatre	reviewer	with	the	Daily	News,	and	also	contributed	to	the	Spectator,	the	Challenge	and	Nineteenth	Century.	His	earliest	books	included	The	English	Comic	Characters
(1925),	The	English	Novel	(1927),	and	English	Humour	(1928).	His	breakthrough	came	with	the	immensely	popular	novel	The	Good	Companions,	published	in	1929,	and	Angel	Pavement	followed	in	1930.	He	emerged,	too,	as	a	successful	dramatist	with	such	plays	as	Dangerous	Corner	(1932),	Time	and	the	Conways	(1937),	When	We	Are	Married
(1938)	and	An	Inspector	Calls	(1947).	The	publication	of	English	Journey	in	1934	emphasised	Priestley's	concern	for	social	problems	and	the	welfare	of	ordinary	people.During	the	Second	World	War	Priestley	became	a	popular	and	influential	broadcaster	with	his	famous	Postscripts	that	followed	the	nine	o'clock	news	BBC	Radio	on	Sunday	evenings.
Starting	on	5th	June	1940,	Priestley	built	up	such	a	following	that	after	a	few	months	it	was	estimated	that	around	40	per	cent	of	the	adult	population	in	Britain	was	listening	to	the	programme.Some	members	of	the	Conservative	Party,	including	Winston	Churchill,	expressed	concern	that	Priestley	might	be	expressing	left-wing	views	on	the
programme,	and,	to	his	dismay,	Priestley	was	dropped	after	his	talk	on	20th	October	1940.	After	the	war	Priestley	continued	his	writing,	and	his	work	invariably	provoked	thought,	and	his	views	were	always	expressed	in	his	blunt	Yorkshire	style.His	prolific	output	continued	right	up	to	his	final	years,	and	to	the	end	he	remained	the	great	literary	all-
rounder.	His	favourite	among	his	books	was	for	many	years	the	novel	Bright	Day,	though	he	later	said	he	had	come	to	prefer	The	Image	Men.It	should	not	be	overlooked	that	Priestley	was	an	outstanding	essayist,	and	many	of	his	short	pieces	best	capture	his	passions	and	his	great	talent	and	his	mastery	of	the	English	language.	He	set	a	fine	example
for	any	would-be	author.Displaying	1	-	30	of	2,457	reviewsJanuary	9,	2025An	Inspector	Calls	is	a	memorable	play	from	the	mid-1940s,	written	by	the	popular	English	dramatist	J.B.	Priestley.	Partly	both	philosophical	and	psychological,	partly	a	moral	fable,	it	is	one	of	Priestley's	best	known	works	for	the	stage.	It	deals	with	issues	of	exploitation,
abandonment	and	social	ruin,	within	the	framework	of	a	detective	mystery.	And	just	to	add	a	little	more	spice,	it	also	has	hints	of	the	supernatural.	However	it	is	firmly	rooted	in	the	English	society	life	of	the	time,	and	thus	is	now	considered	to	be	a	classic	of	"drawing	room"	theatre.	The	text	is	often	studied	in	English	schools	as	part	of	the	English
Literature	GCSE	examination.	Additionally	there	has	been	a	successful	revival	in	live	theatre	productions	in	recent	years,	despite	the	fact	that	the	play	does	feel	heavily	dated.The	play	takes	place	on	a	single	night	in	1912,	slightly	before	the	First	World	War,	and	focuses	on	the	prosperous	middle-class	Birling	family,	who	live	in	a	comfortable	home	in
Brumley,	"an	industrial	city	in	the	north	Midlands".	There	are	three	acts,	all	of	which	are	clearly	marked	with	directions	for	the	set	and	staging,	which	J.B.	Priestley	felt	could	be	contained	within	one	set,	with	differently	lighted	areas.	Interestingly,	he	states,"The	lighting	should	be	pink	and	intimate	until	the	INSPECTOR	arrives,	and	then	it	should	be
brighter	and	harder".	Examples	such	as	this	one	show	that	the	author	deliberately	influenced	the	audiences'	perceptions	about	this	character	right	from	the	start,	in	a	subtly	low-key	way.	Additionally	Priestley	is	very	clear	about	the	physical	attributes	of	his	characters	and	their	demeanour,	to	similar	effect.	He	leaves	nothing	to	chance.A	key	character
in	the	play,	and	one	who	controls	and	manipulates	the	action,	is	the	inspector	of	the	title,	Inspector	Goole.	His	name	is	a	wry	joke,	an	indication	of	the	supernatural	element	of	the	play.	The	entire	play	is	set	in	the	drawing	room	of	the	Birley	family,	as	Inspector	Goole	questions	the	family	about	a	young	working-class	woman,	Eva	Smith,	also	known	as
Daisy	Renton,	who	has	apparently	killed	herself.	The	family	are	nonplussed	but	in	the	course	of	being	questioned	are	revealed	to	have	each	played	a	significant	part	in	what	was	effectively	the	destruction	of	this	young	woman's	life.	Each	character	has	contributed	either	a	callous	action,	or	a	thoughtless	one.	Each	episode	increases	in	irony,	as	the
characters	unknowingly	express	views	which	they	may	or	may	not	come	to	rue	when	they	turn	out	to	have	a	personal	application.	By	the	end	of	the	play	each	character	has	reacted	according	to	their	temperament,	whether	they	have	found	the	events	a	sobering	experience,	or	intend	to	put	the	revelations	and	offer	of	a	new	way	of	thinking	behind
them.The	themes	here	are	close	to	J.B.	Priestley's	heart.	John	Boynton	Priestley,	to	give	him	his	full	name,	was	born	in	1894	in	Bradford,	a	city	in	West	Yorkshire	in	the	north	of	England.	It	seems	as	if	his	home	town	might	be	the	basis	for	his	invention	of	"Brumley"	in	An	Inspector	Calls,	as	he	described	his	home	as	being	in	an	"ultra	respectable"
suburb.	A	clever	boy,	the	son	of	a	schoolteacher,	Priestley	went	to	grammar	school,	and	then	studied	at	Trinity	Hall,	Cambridge,	after	a	period	of	military	service	during	the	First	World	War.	During	the	Second	World	War	he	became	a	well	known	voice	on	the	radio,	having	in	the	meantime	established	a	reputation	as	a	journalist	and	critic.	His	output
was	vast,	including	50	plays	and	adaptations,	several	novels,	volumes	of	autobiographical	works,	plus	numerous	essays	and	miscellaneous	papers.	He	became	known	for	his	common	sense	attitudes,	in	a	way	representing	the	"voice	of	the	common	people".	Margaret	Drabble	said	that	he,"consciously	cultivated	various	poses	-	of	grumbling	patriot,
cosmopolitan	Yorkshireman,	professional	amateur,	cultured	Philistine	[and]	reactionary	Radical."His	left-wing	beliefs	often	brought	him	into	conflict	with	the	government	of	the	time,	but	his	was	an	influential	voice	at	the	start	of	the	Welfare	State.Issues	of	class	are	raised	time	and	time	again	in	An	Inspector	Calls.	Although	the	characters	seem	to	a
modern	reader	to	be	part	of	a	narrow	band	of	society,	there	are	divisions	within	it	which	the	characters	feel	have	to	be	observed.	Mrs.	Birling	is	her	husband's	social	superior;	he	refers	to	himself	as	a	"hard-headed	practical	man	of	business".	Equally,	Sheila's	fiance	Gerald	would	be	her	social	superior	if	they	got	married.	This	becomes	evident	when
the	audience	learns	that	his	mother,	Lady	Croft,	disapproves	of	Sheila	as	a	potential	wife	for	her	son.	Eva	Smith	could	be	disregarded	by	any	of	them	as	being	of	any	importance,	as	she	was	a	member	of	a	lower	order,	a	working	girl	"of	that	class",	as	Mrs.	Birley	says.	At	first	it	seems	extraordinary	that	the	very	first	performance	of	An	Inspector	Calls,
was	actually	in	1945	in	the	Soviet	Union,	before	its	premiere	in	the	UK	in	1946.	One	wonders	what	the	Russian	people	would	have	made	of	such	drawing	room	drama,	especially	at	the	time	of	the	Soviet	Union.	Yet	much	of	Priestley's	work	has	been	adapted	for	the	Russian	stage,	cinema	and	television.	And	on	reflection,	perhaps	it	should	not	be	so
surprising.	J.	B.	Priestley	was	a	Socialist,	and	both	his	experience	and	his	political	principles	fed	very	much	into	his	writing.	As	well	as	the	emphasis	on	class,	the	author	makes	it	clear	that	the	two	younger	members	of	the	family,	Eric	and	Sheila	especially,	are	far	more	shaken	by	what	has	happened	than	their	parents.	Sheila	protests,	"But	these	girls
aren't	cheap	labour	-	they're	people".Indeed	there	are	moments	when	Sheila	herself	is	used	as	a	device	to	imply	precognition.	There	seems	to	be	a	heavy	element	of	doom	as	she	says,	"Be	careful	you	don't	ask	for	any	more,	Gerald."	And	when	she	later	says	to	her	mother,"You	see,	I	feel	you're	beginning	all	wrong.	And	I'm	afraid	you'll	say	something	or
do	something	that	you'll	be	sorry	for	afterwards"the	audience	feels	an	empathic	frisson	with	her	apparent	psychic	ability.The	parents	however,	Arthur	and	Sybil,	continue	to	refuse	to	accept	any	responsibility.	The	author	is	drawing	a	distinction	between	those	who	have	accepted	their	responsibility	and	those	who	have	not.	The	Inspector	at	one	point
comments	that	he	finds	the	younger	generation	more	impressionable,	more	idealistic.	Perhaps	J.B.	Priestley,	who	greatly	admired	H.	G.	Wells,	had	a	hope	that	Britain's	future	might	take	a	Socialist	turn.	He	thought	that	it	was	the	duty	of	everybody	to	care	about	the	general	welfare	of	all.	He	also	now	seems	like	a	natural	literary	successor	to	George
Bernard	Shaw.	In	fact	at	one	point	one	of	his	characters	says,"We	can't	let	these	Bernard	Shaws	and	H.	G.	Wellses	do	all	the	talking."The	whole	action	describes	a	chain	of	events	in	Eva	Smith's	life.	The	play	sits	quite	well	with	several	of	the	author's	other	plays,	often	referred	to	as	his	"Time"	plays,	of	which	the	most	famous	are	"Dangerous	Corner",
"Time	and	the	Conways"	and	"I	Have	Been	Here	Before".	In	all	of	these	he	explores	the	idea	of	precognition,	fate	and	predestination	or	free	will.	J	.B.	Priestley	was	fascinated	with	time	and	causality,	most	especially	with	J.	W.	Dunne's	theory	of	time.	This	argued	that	the	past	was	still	present,	and	that	time	was	not	linear	as	had	been	traditionally
believed.	There	is	a	final	twist	in	the	play.	The	audience	is	invited	to	wonder	whether	we	have	gone	back	in	time,	and	whether	it	will	be	repeated,	or	would	different	events	ensue..	It	has	been	suggested	that	the	knowledge	the	Inspector	has	of	the	"fire	and	blood	and	anguish,"	is	itself	precognition;	a	foreshadowing	of	the	First	and	Second	World
Wars.There	is	a	lot	of	mystery	and	tension	in	this	play,	as	well	as	it	being	a	scathing	description	of	the	crumbling	of	middle	class	values.	There	is	also	black	humour	and	irony,	mostly	from	the	mouth	of	the	droll	Inspector,	"A	nice	little	promising	life	there,	I	thought,	and	a	nasty	mess	somebody's	made	of	it."	Its	attraction	is	that	it	is	not	merely	a	play
with	a	social	conscience,	but	also	with	intriguing,	possibly	supernatural	and	ambiguous	events.	Throughout,	the	hypocrisies	of	Victorian	and	Edwardian	English	society	are	pointed	up.	An	Inspector	Calls	was	initially	produced	immediately	after	the	Second	World	War,	when	society	again	was	again	in	a	state	of	flux,	and	undergoing	many
transformations.	But	in	many	ways	this	is	a	timeless	classic.	It	has	been	a	perennial	favourite,	being	translated	and	produced	all	over	the	world,	and	a	film	of	it	from	1954	starring	Alistair	Sim	is	still	popular.	Curiously,	in	this	film,	the	Inspector's	name	is	"Poole",	which	does	ignore	Priestley's	deliciously	humorous	pun.	It	also	tends	to	lessen	the
dramatic	effect	of	the	other	police	inspector	who	mysteriously	rings	the	doorbell	at	the	end	of	the	play.	But	the	Inspector	is	very	much	J.	B.	Priestley's	mouthpiece,	when	he	insists,	"Public	men,	Mr	Birling,	have	responsibilities	as	well	as	privileges."And	his	final	message	is	crystal	clear;	we	all	have	a	responsibility	for	others.	"We	do	not	live	alone.	We
are	members	of	one	body."classics	poetry-and-plays	read-authors-m-pMay	19,	2012Re-read	this	last	week	and	then	realized	I	have	never	added	it	to	my	books.	This	is	one	of	the	most	satisfyingly	riveting	plays	i	have	ever	read,	seen	in	the	theatre	(three	times),	watched	in	film	(Alastair	Sims,	goodness	only	knows	how	many	times)	listened	to	on	the
radio	and	now	I	have	an	audiobook	version.	Thus	i	can	now	luxuriate,	whenever	I	feel	the	need	to	experience	the	wonderful	schadenfreude	of	the	gradual	implosion	of	the	horrendous	edifice	of	arrogance	which	is	the	middle	class	Birling	family.The	story	begins	with	the	self-satisfied	gathering	of	this	greedy,	insensitive	and	culpably	unaware	family
being	visited	unexpectedly	by	a	policeman.	Their	arrogant	high-handedness	and	dismissive	bluster	paints	them	deeper	and	deeper	into	a	well	deserved	corner	of	embarrassment	and	guilt	or,	to	use	another	metaphor,	they	climb	higher	and	higher	up	a	vilely	self-satisfied	ziggurat	they	think	protects	them	from	the	lower	orders	and	responsibility	and
yet,	like	some	horribly	twisted	party	game,	we	see	the	tower	dismantled	before	our	eyes	.	Each	family	member	is	confronted	suddenly	and	brutally	with	their	rotten	involvement	in	the	downward	spiral	of	a	young	suicide's	life.	As	the	play	goes	on	Priestley	brilliantly	puts	his	audience	into	two	positions;	in	one	we	watch	the	horrible	family	weave	rope
which,	as	the	play	goes	on,	we	realize	is	going	to	hang	them	out	to	dry	and	we	rejoice	in	their	discomfiture	but	at	the	same	time	he	turns	the	spotlight	on	the	reader/listener/observer.......are	you,	he	says	to	us,	any	better?	When	opportunities	arise	to	belittle	or	abuse	or	take	advantage	of	someone	weaker	or	challenging	or	someone	who	makes	you	feel
uncomfortable	what	do	you	do	?	I	love	this	play	because	it	is	a	brilliant	drama,	has	a	wonderful	building	up	of	tension	and	approaching	doom,	has	a	startling	ability	to	incite	anger	and	sorrow	and	satisfaction	but	over	it	all	I	love	it	because	it	never	ceases	to	challenge	me.	Be	more	aware	of	the	effect	your	behaviour	has,	it	tells	me.	Take	opportunities	to
make	things	right,	it	challenges,	because	one	day	you	may	find	it	is	all	too	late	and	horrible	things	will	come	home	to	roost.May	18,	2021TW//	GCSE	text	(a	ptsd	alert)I	read	this	book	like	last	year	and	I	just	need	to	have	my	say.When	Priestley	dropped	the	line	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish,	you	thought	he	was	referring	to	Russian	Revolution	2.0.	I	am
here	to	tell	you	that	is	not	the	case.	The	polysyndetic	line	foreshadows	the	struggles	of	year	11	children,	as	fire	connotes	bonfires	and	burning	books	(or	plays).	Blood	is	a	metaphor	for	pain	and	war,	reminiscent	of	the	inner	battle	any	child	reading	the	play	has.	It	was	a	tricky	one	and	by	the	time	Eva	changed	to	Mrs	Birling	I	was	ready	to	follow	in	her
footsteps,	but	its	fun	for	all	the	family	I	promise.	Priestley,	take	responsibility	for	your	dreadful	creation.	I	kinda	liked	it	though.November	6,	2021If	it	were	an	Agatha	Christie,	it'd	sort	of	be	Orient	Express	crossed	with	Roger	Ackroyd.	Perhaps	she	bet	Priestley	that	those	two	plots	couldn't	be	combined?	Yesterday,	I	was	looking	at	a	review	of	Princess,
a	book	that	claims	to	expose	what	life	is	like	for	women	in	Saudi	Arabia,	and	read	that	it	had	been	"debunked".	Apparently	its	heroine	is	now	believed	to	be	a	composite.That	did	rather	remind	me	of	Priestley's	play.	At	the	beginning	of	the	story,	a	prosperous	family	is	visited	by	the	mysterious	Inspector,	who	tells	them	that	a	young	woman	has	just
killed	herself.	He	then	confronts	each	member	of	the	family	in	turn,	showing	them	a	picture	of	the	girl	and	explaining	how	their	actions,	in	various	ways,	have	led	to	the	tragic	event.	One	of	them	got	her	fired	from	her	job,	another	one	seduced	her	and	left	her	when	he	found	she	was	pregnant,	and	so	on.It's	clear	from	the	conscience-stricken	reactions
that	everything	the	Inspector	says	is	true.	But	when	he	leaves,	the	son	has	a	sudden	realization.	Wait	a	minute,	he	says.	Note	that	the	Inspector	was	careful	to	show	each	of	us	the	picture	in	a	way	that	didn't	let	anyone	else	see	what	he	was	doing.	How	do	we	know	it	was	the	same	girl?	It	probably	wasn't.	We've	been	had!What	a	relief!	Everyone	feels
so	much	better.	The	victim	was	just	a	composite.______________________[Update,	Nov	6	2021]There's	an	interesting	example	of	this	kind	of	reasoning	currently	playing	out	in	Australia.	At	the	moment,	the	situation	is	that	two	states,	New	South	Wales	and	Victoria,	have	failed	to	contain	Delta.	The	other	states	have	done	fine.	Now,	however,	there's	a
proposal	to	open	interstate	borders.Western	Australia,	right	now	with	zero	covid	cases,	is	being	extremely	cautious.	They	are	going	to	wait	until	90%	of	the	12+	population	is	double-vaccinated,	a	target	they	may	not	reach	until	February	2022.	But	South	Australia,	also	with	zero	covid	cases,	has	decided	to	open	up	on	Nov	23	2021,	when	vaccination
levels	look	like	they'll	be	a	bit	less	than	80%	of	the	16+	population,	i.e.	considerably	lower	than	WA's	target.The	official	modelling,	which	experience	tells	us	is	almost	certainly	too	optimistic,	is	that	this	will	result	in	a	one-in-four	chance	of	a	Delta	outbreak	in	South	Australia,	which	will	kill	between	7	and	50	people.	I	haven't	seen	modelling	for	what
would	happen	if	SA	used	WA's	more	conservative	strategy,	but	clearly	the	prediction	is	that	you'd	have	fewer	deaths.	So	the	SA	government	is	going	ahead	with	a	plan	that	they	expect	will	kill	people.The	interesting	thing,	it	occurred	to	me,	is	that	they	would	never	be	able	to	do	this	if	they	knew	which	people	were	going	to	die.	That	would	be	reckless
endangerment	at	best	and	murder	at	worst.	But	since	the	identities	of	the	victims	are	impossible	to	predict,	it's	considered	acceptable.You	can	definitely	see	Priestly's	point	here.August	27,	2023My	second	time	reading	and	my	second	5	stars	for	this	heartrending	and	thought	provoking	story.They	are	having	a	nice	little	family	celebration	when	the
doorbell	rings.	An	inspector	has	called	informing	them	that	a	young	woman	has	died	in	agony	in	result	of	drinking	disinfectant.	No	it	wasnt	an	accident	and	it	wasnt	murder.	She	wanted	to	end	her	life.	She	felt	she	couldnt	go	on	any	longer.	At	first	the	family	denies	knowing	the	woman,	but	as	the	story	unravels	we	realize	that	is	not	the	case.Why	did
the	young	woman	commit	suicide	and	why	did	an	inspector	come	calling	at	the	home	of	a	respectable	family?One	Eva	Smith	has	gone	but	there	are	millions	and	millions	and	millions	of	Eva	Smiths	and	John	Smiths	still	left	with	us,	with	their	lives,	their	hopes	and	fears,	their	suffering,	and	chance	of	happiness,	all	intertwined	with	our	lives,	with	what
we	think	and	say	and	do.	We	don't	live	alone.	We	are	members	of	one	body.	We	are	responsible	for	each	other.	And	I	tell	you	that	the	time	will	soon	come	when,	if	men	will	not	learn	that	lesson,	then	they	will	be	taught	it	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.british	classics	crime-mystery	May	27,	2023That	was	such	a	mind	f	read.	I	finished	it	in	an	hour	and
was	so	surprised	and	shocked	towards	the	end.	I	hated	Mr	and	Mrs	Birlings	so	much	because	you	could	tell	they	didnt	even	care!	AND	GOSH	THAT	PLOT	TWIST	IN	THE	END	WHEN	THE	INFIRMARY	RINGS	AND	SAYS	THAT	A	GIRL	HAS	COME	IN	AND	UNALIVED	HERSELF!!!September	14,	2015The	proscenium	stage	has	a	romance	of	its	own.
You,	the	spectator,	is	actually	a	Peeping	Tom,	staring	into	the	lives	of	total	strangers	through	the	invisible	fourth	wall.	And	what	lives!	For	on	the	stage,	time	and	space	are	usually	compressed	or	telescoped	according	to	the	whims	and	fancies	of	the	playwright.	Passions	are	exaggerated	on	purpose,	and	action	proceeds	at	an	unbelievable	pace;	all	the
while	retaining	the	semblance	of	normality	(this	is	not	essential	for	an	arena	stage,	where	the	unreality	of	the	situation	is	accepted	by	the	audience	from	the	start).	The	denouement	is	usually	explosive,	and	you	leave	the	theatre	emotionally	drained.J.	B.	Priestleys	An	Inspector	Calls	uses	the	advantages	(and	limitations)	of	the	proscenium	stage	to	the
maximum	extent	possible:	to	produce	a	play	which	is	a	very	good	mystery	(in	the	Agatha	Christie	tradition),	a	social	statement	(very	much	like	Ibsen)	and	a	final	twist	which	takes	it	into	the	realm	of	fantasy.	I	read	the	play,	then	watched	the	BBC	adaptation	you	have	to	see	it	performed	to	appreciate	the	power	packed	into	ninety	minutes	of	stage-
time.The	Birlings	(the	industrialist	Arthur	Birling,	his	wife	Sybil,	daughter	Sheila	and	son	Eric)	are	having	a	quiet	little	dinner	at	their	home	to	celebrate	Sheilas	engagement	to	Gerald	Croft,	son	of	Sir	George	and	Lady	Croft.	Gerald	is	also	present.	For	Arthur	Birling,	the	occasion	is	doubly	joyful,	as	Birling	and	Company	are	the	less	powerful
competitors	of	Crofts	Limited,	and	the	marriage	will	mean	a	profitable	business	deal	as	well	as	a	social	coup	dtat.	It	is	the	pre-World	War	I	era,	and	Birling	is	acutely	consciousness	of	his	social	backwardness-something	he	is	trying	hard	to	rectify	through	his	financial	and	political	clout.	He	has	been	rather	successful	as	he	hints	to	Gerald,	because	a
knighthood	is	on	the	way.Into	this	haven	of	bourgeois	comfort	and	security	walks	in	Inspector	Goole,	unannounced,	and	goes	about	destroying	it	piece	by	piece.	He	is	apparently	there	to	conduct	an	enquiry	into	the	suicide	of	a	girl,	Eva	Smith,	who	has	been	admitted	into	the	infirmary	after	drinking	disinfectant.	According	to	the	inspector,	the	Birlings
have	a	hand	in	the	girls	death.	Initially	Birling	is	haughty	and	superior;	being	still	on	the	bench	and	a	friend	of	Chief	Constable	Colonel	Roberts,	he	can	afford	to	be	short	with	a	mere	inspector.	Goole,	however,	goes	about	his	business	ruthlessly	and	ultimately	succeeds	in	grinding	them	down,	one	by	one.It	comes	out	that	the	girl	has	been	mistreated
by	all	of	them.	Birling	initially	fired	her	from	his	factory	for	organising	a	strike;	Sheila	got	her	dismissed	from	her	subsequent	job	at	a	dress	shop	out	of	pure	jealousy	and	Gerald	kept	her	for	a	year	at	a	friends	flat,	after	picking	her	up	from	a	bar	which	she	was	frequenting	in	her	desperation.	This	last	revelation	leads	to	Sheila	breaking	off	her
engagement,	and	Gerald	goes	out	to	be	alone	for	a	while.	But	the	Birlings	evening	of	woe	is	far	from	over.Inspector	Goole	establishes	that	a	couple	of	weeks	before,	Eva	Smith	had	approached	Mrs.	Birling	in	her	capacity	of	the	chairman	of	a	charitable	society.	She	was	pregnant	and	in	desperate	need	of	assistance.	Initially	she	had	lied	that	she	was	a
married	woman	and	that	her	name	was	Birling	(!);	however,	the	truth	soon	came	out	that	the	baby	was	out	of	wedlock.	Eva	did	not	want	to	approach	her	lover	because	he	was	an	immature	boy	who	is	an	alcoholic	and	had	stolen	money	to	support	her.	Mrs.	Birling,	however,	was	adamant	that	the	babys	father	must	be	made	solely	responsible,	and
succeeded	to	influence	the	society	to	turn	her	out	without	a	penny.However	much	the	inspector	bullies	her,	Mrs.	Birling	is	adamant	now	that	the	woman	has	committed	suicide,	her	lover	must	be	dealt	with	very	severely.	Then	Goole	drops	his	final	bomb:	the	culprit	is	none	other	than	Eric,	her	son,	an	accusation	which	the	young	man	accepts.	He	also
admits	stealing	money	from	his	fathers	firm.The	family	is	in	a	total	shambles	now:	a	son	who	has	committed	adultery	and	theft,	a	daughter	whose	engagement	has	ended	the	same	day	it	started	and	a	father	in	the	hope	of	a	knighthood,	faced	with	public	scandal	and	disgrace.	Eric	is	almost	ready	to	murder	his	mother,	because	as	he	says,	she	is
responsible	for	the	death	of	her	own	grandchild.	It	is	at	this	point	that	the	inspector	begins	to	behave	very	peculiarly.	After	rubbing	in	the	fact	that	they	all	have	got	blood	on	their	hands,	he	makes	this	speech	and	leaves.One	Eva	Smith	has	gone	but	there	are	millions	and	millions	of	Eva	Smiths	and	John	Smiths	still	left	with	us,	with	their	lives,	their
hopes	and	fears,	their	suffering	and	chance	of	happiness,	all	intertwined	with	our	lives,	with	what	we	think	and	say	and	do.	We	dont	live	alone.	We	are	members	of	one	body.	We	are	responsible	for	each	other.	And	I	tell	you	that	the	time	will	soon	come	when	if	men	do	not	learn	that	lesson,	then	they	will	be	taught	it	in	fire	and	blood	and	anguish.	We
dont	live	alone.	Good	night.It	is	into	the	situation	that	Gerald	comes	back,	and	he	comes	with	some	welcome	information	he	has	just	confirmed	that	there	is	no	Inspector	Goole	in	the	police	department!	With	cold	logic,	he	establishes	that	they	have	no	reason	to	believe	that	the	girl	in	each	of	the	incidents	mentioned	by	Goole	is	the	same	one	true,	he
produced	a	photograph,	but	it	was	shown	to	each	of	them	individually.	The	hoax	is	confirmed	when	they	call	the	infirmary	and	confirm	that	there	has	been	no	suicide	that	night.It	is	time	for	a	pat	on	the	back	for	Gerald,	a	sigh	of	relief	from	Mrs.	And	Mr.	Birling,	and	a	jolly	round	of	drinks.	Sheila	and	Eric,	though	initially	reluctant	to	return	to	normalcy
are	on	the	way	to	being	persuaded	when	the	phone	rings.It	is	from	the	infirmary.	A	girl	has	just	died	on	the	way	there	after	drinking	disinfectant,	and	a	policeman	is	on	the	way	to	question	them	and	the	curtain	descends.	***The	depth	of	the	play	is	truly	amazing.	Only	when	we	encounter	the	conversation	again	can	we	understand	its	depth,	and	how
cleverly	it	is	constructed.	The	story	takes	off	smoothly	from	a	drawing	room	farce	to	a	darkly	philosophical	tragicomedy,	which	is	sure	to	draw	the	viewers	into	the	middle	of	it	without	them	noticing:	and	to	leave	them	drained	at	the	end.Highly	recommended.September	17,	2015Includes	spoilers.This	is	such	an	awful	play.	I'm	going	to	try	and	make
something	coherent	out	of	this	rant,	and	I'm	sorry	if	it's	long-winded,	but	I	guarantee	you	that	it	will	be	more	interesting	than	the	entirety	of	all	three	acts.	Ok,	so	let's	start.The	play	opens	up	in	an	upper	class	English	household	in	1912.	Just	in	case	you	couldn't	tell,	Priestly	drops	hints	about	it	for	the	entire	scene,	including	references	to	the	titanic	-
which,	incidentally,	hasn't	sunk	yet	-	of	course,	Birling	still	knows	enough	detail	about	it	to	grace	his	family	with,	and	a	reference	to	the	great	war	leaves	a	sort	of	horrendously	botched	attempt	at	exposition	(trust	me,	I'm	only	just	getting	started).	Both	the	titanic	and	the	war	are	then	dismissed	by	Birling,	just	in	case	we	can't	see	Priestly's	plastering
of	his	overstated	character.	It's	so	lazy	and	unsubtle,	like,	are	you	even	trying	here?	Did	you	even	think	about	what	Birling	was	going	to	say	before	you	opened	his	mouth?Blah	blah	blah,	everyone	is	a	caricature	of	themselves,	it's	obvious	the	fiance	is	cheating	on	Shelia	from	page	3,	then	after	all	this	bumbling	around	with	the	characters	saying
nothing	useful	to	the	plot	at	all,	the	inspector	arrives.Couldn't	the	play	just	have	started	here?Blah	blah	blah,	more	exposition,	the	young	female	character	is	the	reasonably	morally	apt	family	member	and	yet	still	manages	to	be	the	most	un-feminist	character	ever	-	and	then	we	finally	start	getting	into	the	actual	story.	And	let	me	be	perfectly	clear
when	I	say	that	Priestly	holds	back	nothing.	You	won't	miss	ANYTHING	about	the	plot,	but	you	also	won't	find	it	out	on	your	own.	It'll	just	be	presented	to	you,	straight	up	and	down	style.	And	then	we	have	Eric,	who	started	out	as	the	only	reasonably	amusing	character	and	turned	out	to	be	a	rapist.	Good	one,	Priestly.	Try	on	all	the	cliches	you
want.Also:	Why	do	all	the	characters	react	the	same	way	to	Eva's	death?	Why	is	no-one	concerned	at	the	end	by	the	strange	and	completely	unexplained	inspector's	appearance	in	the	first	place?	Really?	Probably	because,	like	everything	else	in	the	play,	Priestly	only	thought	about	it	for	around	thirty	seconds	without	considering	development,	much
like	the	entire	plot	layout	or	any	of	the	characters.Practically,	it's	pretty	badly	set	out,	too.	Priestly	obviously	has	never	studied	the	work	of	Chekhov,	otherwise	he	would	know	that	if	you	have	to	tell	the	audience	how	a	character	says	a	line,	the	line	isn't	good	enough.	I	mean,	come	on!	Really!My	question	is:	What	is	the	point	of	this	play?	Is	there	any
conclusion	reached	that	we	couldn't	have	gleamed	from	the	first	one-dimensional	rant	from	Birling	about	how	great	capitalism	is?	*chortle	chortle*	Like,	we	all	feel	the	same	way	about	the	characters.	We	all	disagree	with	their	stance	on	life	(which	is	never	even	vaguely	concealed	at	all),	so	unless	they	were	going	to	do	something	dramatic,	why	have
the	play	take	place	at	all?	*sips	drink*In	conclusion:	This	play	is	really	bad.	Priestly	seems	to	write	with	a	paint-roller-	indelicately,	and	probably	should	have	thought	the	play	through	before	just	throwing	all	of	it	over	the	page.	Don't	read	this	play.	If	you	value	good	characters,	a	well	developed	plot	and	some	semblance	of	closure	or	well	timed	endings
to	your	literature,	just	avoid	this	play.	Don't	waste	your	life	on	it.	I	feel	for	the	poor	souls	who	have	to	study	this	pile	of	poop	at	GCSE	or	A-Level,	I	really	do.April	24,	2017"An	Inspector	Calls"	has	themes	of	responsibility,	class	structure,	and	social	duty.	Set	in	1912,	Arthur	Birling,	a	wealthy	factory	owner,	is	celebrating	his	daughter's	engagement	to
the	son	of	another	industrialist.	The	celebration	is	interrupted	by	Inspector	Goole	who	is	conducting	an	investigation	of	the	suicide	of	a	working	class	woman.	As	the	Inspector	questions	the	family	members	in	the	dining	room,	it	becomes	obvious	that	each	person	had	a	connection	to	the	young	woman	and	had	treated	her	badly.	A	chain	of	events	led	to
her	despair.	The	drama	is	thought-provoking	with	interesting	psychological	profiles	and	a	strong	moral	message.	Written	soon	after	the	conclusion	of	World	War	II	in	1945,	during	a	difficult	economic	time	in	Great	Britain,	it	also	has	political	and	social	interpretations.The	play	has	been	performed	on	stage,	adapted	to	film,	and	performed	on	radio	and
television.	It	is	also	a	popular	text	for	study	in	British	schools.classic	england	one-day	July	17,	2012With	its	tightly	wound	and	didactic	plot	'An	Inspector	Calls'	is	among	the	finer	examples	of	the	play	world.	While	not	as	fanciful	or	elaborate	as	some	of	the	greatest	works	by	masters	such	as	Shakespeare	and	Oscar	Wilde	in	his	style	Priestly	manages	to
pull	off	what	he	must.	It	is	in	fact	the	simplicity	of	his	work	that	creates	such	an	appeal,	because	it	touches	more	at	the	heart	of	humanity	and	society.The	narrative	of	the	play	delves	around	a	mysterious	Inspector	who	interrupts	the	celebration	of	a	respectable	British	family.	It	turns	out	he's	arrived	to	question	the	family	about	a	girl	who	just
committed	suicide	and	has	reason	to	believe	certain	family	members	may	know	why	she	did	so.	What	happens	next	is	unbelievably	clever	and	at	the	same	time	highly	improbable.	Yet	the	point	of	the	play	is	revealed	to	be	a	masterpiece	in	causing	the	audience	to	reflect	upon	how	their	interactions	with	fellow	humans	could	have	serious	repercussions.I
was	astounded	by	this	play	in	a	positive	way.	It	had	a	good	plot,	some	potent	messages	and	a	nice	little	twist	in	the	end	designed	to	haunt	the	audience	after	the	curtain	descends.	Still	when	compared	to	works	such	as	The	Crucible	it	came	up	a	little	short.	It	lacks	the	flowery,	elegant	style	of	similar	plays	preferring	to	be	neater	and	more	clinical.
Which	at	times	can	cause	characters	to	appear	almost	robotic	and	stiff.	No	doubt	when	performed	this	play	would	rise	to	another	level.	I	fully	encourage	that	anyone	interested	in	plays	and	classics	read	this.	Or	at	the	least	watch	a	play	or	televised	version.	It	truly	is	worth	sinking	your	teeth	into.	If	not	for	the	tight,	clever	and	thought-provoking	plot
instead	enjoy	it	for	the	very	fact	that	it	will	leave	you	with	perplexing	question.	And	any	work	which	haunts	the	reader	afterward	in	a	pleasant	way	deserves	to	be	read	and	enjoyed	in	futures	to	come.April	9,	2021Inspektor...	je	klasian	moralitet	u	savremenom	(tada)	ruhu:	pojava	stranca	obine	pojave	ali	oigledno	natprirodnog	karaktera	unosi	nemir	u
malo	porodino	okupljanje	i	primorava	sve	njegove	uesnike	da	se	suoe	sa	svojim	gresima	i	svojom	pravom	prirodom.	Inspektor	Gul	(dobro,	pre	sedamdesetak	godina	ovo	ime	nije	bilo	toliko	prozirno	ni,	da	se	ne	laemo,	smeno)	primorava	okupljene	bogatae	da	se	suoe	sa	vlastitim	udelom	krivice	u	samoubistvu	nesrene	devojke.	Pristli	je	bio	toliko
popularan	a	njegov	uticaj	na	savremeno	pozorite	(a	tek	televizijsku	dramaturgiju)	tako	snaan	da	danas,	paradoksalno,	njegovi	komadi	deluju	sasvim	prevazieno	jer	smo	svaki	koncept	i	preokret	ve	videli	po	sto	puta.Olivia	(Stories	For	Coffee)November	8,	2020I	would	have	enjoyed	this	100%	more	if	it	was	1)	lengthier	in	order	to	create	some	attachment
to	the	characters	2)	the	back	of	my	copy	of	the	play	didnt	outline	the	entire	plot	of	the	play,	spoilers	and	all.	January	26,	2016Boom!	MIND	BLOWN!!!	Seriously	it's	just	so	good	how	it	gets	revealed	in	the	end.millie	(taylor's	version)January	5,	2023For	me	it	would	probs	be	a	3.5	but	I'm	being	nice	so	I'll	give	it	a	4.I	feel	like	I	have	a	lot	to	say	about	this
book.The	only	reason	I	read	it	in	the	first	place	is	because	of	schools	and	I	never	like	any	school	books	because	they're	always	boring.I	didnt	actually	mind	this	though	because	I	feel	like	the	characters,	the	storyline,	and	the	main	message	was	there.	The	only	thing	I	have	to	say	is	I	hated	the	ending.	This	could've	been	such	a	good	book	but	the	ending
ruined	it	for	me.	Like	who	leaves	books	on	cliffhangers	with	so	many	obvious	questions	left?February	11,	2024This	is	an	exceptional	play,	which	I	am	pleased	to	now	be	able	to	listen	to	whenever	I	like!	Excellent	performances	by	the	cast	of	familiar	players.March	17,	2025The	GCSE	class	that	I	support	in	at	work	finally	finished	this!	I've	got	to	say	I
really	enjoyed	it.	It	is	written	in	fantastic	prose	and	explores	some	interesting	themes.	We	took	the	students	to	watch	the	play	in	live	action	and	it	was	fabulous.March	26,	2017	.	!	.	Dangerous	corner	September	19,	2022i	reread	this	play	frequently,	just	to	see	if	my	opinion	ever	changes..	im	still	convinced	that	mr	inspector	does	not	existJuly	30,	2018	,
.'	.	.March	26,	2017One	of	the	best	crime	detective	story	ever	written,	period.The	story	crafting	in	this	play	has	got	to	be	one	of	best	ever,	it	had	such	an	intense	effect	on	me.	The	thrill	and	ominous	tension	had	me	on	the	edge	of	the	seat	even	though	I've	already	seen	the	2015	TV	movie	adaptation.	It	speaks	volumes	about	the	play	itself.	I	love	books
and	movies	set	in	confined	space	and	where	there	is	a	lot	of	dialogue	between	characters.	This	play	is	set	in	a	single	room,	a	family	is	celebrating	an	engagement	and	an	inspector	calls	at	their	door.	That's	all	you	need	to	know	to	get	into	the	book.	The	characters	themselves	are	an	achievement	of	their	own.	This	play	will	set	the	reader	thinking,
introspecting	and	retrospecting	their	lives.	In	a	world	where	the	human	society	is	so	closely	connected	such	as	this,	is	it	not	far	from	truth	to	say	that	our	every	action	has	consequences	that	ripple	through	not	just	one's	own	life	but	through	every	life	connected	to	it,	no	matter	by	how	fine	a	thread?This	book	is	sort	of	a	detective	story	that	has	an
underlying	structure	that	parallels	the	concept	of	the	butterfly	effect,	or	the	chaos	theory.	It	is	quite	a	fascinating	subject	to	think	and	research	about.I	hope	more	people	read	this	play,	it	is	such	an	incredible	piece	of	work.	Do	yourself	a	favor	and	listen	to	BBC	radio's	dramatised	version	of	it.	After	that	I	recommend	you	to	watch	the	TV	movie	of	the
same	name	starring	David	Thewlis(Professor	Lupin	in	Harry	Potter),	the	adaptation	was	awesome.July	30,	2020I'm	rereading	all	the	books	I've	loved	from	my	school	days	at	the	moment.	This	book	is	still	studied	in	schools	I	think	and	I'm	not	surprised	as	there's	so	much	discussion	to	come	from	it.	A	lot	of	questions	you	can	ask	yourself,	about	yourself
and	how	you	treat	others.	It's	very	apt	in	this	modern	day	too	which	is	why	I	think	it's	stood	the	test	of	time.An	inspector	arrives	unannounced	at	a	society	house.	A	girl	has	committed	suicide	and	he	talks	to	the	family	one	by	one,	but	in	the	same	claustrophobic	room,	to	find	out	what	happened	to	her	and	why.	Oh	when	the	story	unravels	and	we	see
how	each	member	of	the	family	have	secrets	about	this	girl	to	spill,	then	this	is	like	watching	lambs	to	the	slaughter.	It	will	also	make	you	think	about	yourself	and	how	you	interact	in	the	world.	Every	action	has	consequences	-	seeing	these	characters	interactions	crash	into	each	other,	smack	them	in	the	face	and	then	pull	the	rug	from	under	the	only
one	standing,	it's	delicious	to	see.That	ending!	I	still	remember	how	thrilled	I	was	to	write	about	this	in	my	GSCE	exam.	I	could	waffle	on	about	this	for	ages	(which	was	good	then	as	it	got	my	word	count	up	hehe)Recommended	-	(book,	stage	play,	two	TV	adaptations)	I've	read	and	seen	them	all.July	4,	2025best	gcse	book	ever,	argue	with	the	wall
April	20,	2008Searching	desperately	for	a	fall	play	to	direct,	I	was	handed	this	brilliant	bit	of	writing,	and	fell	hard	and	fast.It's	like	when	you	first	see	a	television	show	that	immediatly	hooks	you.	Taut,	concise	writing	that	holds	you	in	the	moment	and	a	twisting	plot	line	that	leaves	you	guessing	until	the	very	end.It's	shocking	that	this	book	is	largely
ignored	by	Americans	(witness	the	fact	that	only	a	few	more	than	50	people	have	reviewed	it	here	on	"goodreads").	Perhaps	the	setting	and	tone	lend	it	to	commonwealth	readers	more	than	we	ex-colonials.	But	the	themes	of	hubris,	responsibility	and	the	place	of	the	individual	within	society	are	critical	to	modern	Americans,	just	as	they	were	to
postwar	Brits,	just	as	they	were	to	the	aristocracy	at	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century.Directing	the	recent	production	gave	me	great	respect	for	Priestly,	the	humor,	the	sincerity,	the	ingeneous	weaving	of	story	lines	held	me,	an	international	cast,	and	a	pack	of	high	school	students	who	actually	stormed	into	the	final	showing	(some	to	watch	it	for	a
third	time).	Would	that	it	was	all	my	doing...it	was	Priestly's	I	just	went	along	for	the	ride.	brit-lit	dramas	favorites	May	16,	2021Im	studying	this	for	my	GCSE,	so	youd	think	Id	hate	it.	However,	I	actually	really	enjoy	it,	Priestly	is	a	genius	and	the	things	that	he	covers	in	this	play	is	amazing.	I	hate	almost	all	of	the	characters,	but	that	is	because	of	the
characteristics	that	Priestly	wants	to	portray,	so	over	all	its	a	wonderful	play,	that	is	very	cleverly	written!	I	really	enjoy	reading	it	and	hope	that	I	can	go	and	watch	it	in	a	theatre	in	the	future!	July	19,	2021August	7,	2020Kurz,	aber	voller	Plottwist	und	man	bleibt	am	Ende	mit	einem	schweren	Gefhl	im	Magen	zurck...	Ein	tolles	Stck,	das	ich	gerne	mal
auf	der	Bhne	sehen	wrde.	1900s	drama	historisch	Displaying	1	-	30	of	2,457	reviewsGet	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.



An	inspector	calls	official	trailer.	Words	to	describe	inspector	goole	in	an	inspector	calls.	Why	is	the	inspector	important	in	an	inspector	calls.	Inspector	calls.	Inspector	goole	name	meaning.	What	is	inspector
goole's	overall	message	in	an	inspector	calls.	Who	is	inspector	goole.	How	is	inspector	goole	presented	in	an	inspector	calls.	An	inspector	calls	inspector	goole	description.	What	is	the	role	of	inspector	goole	in	an

inspector	calls.

http://work4shop.cz/userfiles/file/aae7e206-7284-4324-8398-6e3f673911c2.pdf
what	is	the	importance	of	an	ict	policy	for	teaching	and	learning	essay
can	you	file	annual	report	online
vebirihi
xehipa
wetepu
https://chambres-hotes-aube-bleue.fr/userfiles/file/89165065443.pdf
yikuze
betepokoti

http://work4shop.cz/userfiles/file/aae7e206-7284-4324-8398-6e3f673911c2.pdf
http://romangruszecki.com/uploaded/file/9546957d-b730-4525-be6d-f95fec6585df.pdf
http://3dprofi.net/images/uploads/file/vumukuwir_dubefato_jaritiribar.pdf
http://www.css-jp.com/upfile/files/2025/07/16/rojaparonusib_jivafexuliduda_gujat.pdf
http://chiangmai-esc.net/user_img/files/53c927c7-0abc-4779-ad2c-7d91ffe3b172.pdf
http://fioredda.com/userfiles/files/51365603667.pdf
https://chambres-hotes-aube-bleue.fr/userfiles/file/89165065443.pdf
http://zhanhuimeichen.com/userfiles/file/20250716134837_1306460667.pdf
https://kubusiowadolina.pl/userfiles/file/16064473692.pdf

