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Is	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	not	draining	properly?	It’s	a	common	issue	that	can	be	frustrating	to	deal	with,	but	fear	not	–	we’ve	got	you	covered.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we’ll	walk	you	through	the	process	of	draining	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	effectively.	From	identifying	the	causes	of	drainage	problems	to	performing	troubleshooting	and
maintenance,	we’ll	cover	it	all.	So,	let’s	dive	in	and	get	your	dishwasher	back	to	its	optimal	functioning!	A	malfunctioning	dishwasher	can	throw	a	wrench	into	your	daily	routine.	One	of	the	most	common	problems	is	improper	drainage,	which	can	lead	to	unclean	dishes	and	potential	water	damage.	This	guide	will	provide	you	with	all	the	necessary
steps	to	effectively	drain	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	and	restore	its	peak	performance.	Proper	drainage	is	crucial	for	the	optimal	functioning	of	your	Kenmore	dishwasher.	When	water	doesn’t	drain	as	it	should,	it	can	result	in	unpleasant	odors,	mold	growth,	and	unsanitary	dishes.	Additionally,	standing	water	can	cause	damage	to	the	dishwasher’s
components	over	time.	One	of	the	main	culprits	of	drainage	issues	is	clogged	pathways.	Food	particles,	soap	scum,	and	debris	can	accumulate	in	the	drain	hose	and	other	pathways,	obstructing	the	flow	of	water.	The	drain	pump	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	expelling	water	from	the	dishwasher.	A	malfunctioning	pump	can	hinder	the	drainage	process.	The
dishwasher’s	filter	prevents	larger	debris	from	entering	the	drainage	system.	If	the	filter	is	blocked,	water	won’t	be	able	to	flow	freely.	An	air	gap	prevents	backflow	from	the	sink	into	the	dishwasher.	If	it’s	clogged	or	incorrectly	installed,	it	can	impact	drainage.	Before	you	start	troubleshooting,	ensure	your	safety	by	unplugging	the	dishwasher.
Gather	the	necessary	tools	such	as	a	screwdriver,	pliers,	and	a	cleaning	brush.	Inspect	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher	for	any	standing	water.	Remove	it	manually	using	a	sponge	or	a	towel.	Examine	the	drain	hose,	pump,	and	any	visible	pathways	for	clogs.	Clear	away	debris	that	might	be	causing	an	obstruction.	Locate	the	dishwasher’s	filter	and
remove	it.	Clean	any	accumulated	debris	under	running	water.	Access	the	drain	pump	and	ensure	it’s	functioning	properly.	Clear	any	blockages	and	check	for	unusual	noises.	If	your	dishwasher	has	an	air	gap,	ensure	it’s	clear	of	debris	and	properly	connected.	Check	if	the	drain	hose	is	correctly	installed,	as	an	improper	installation	can	lead	to
drainage	problems.	To	prevent	future	drainage	problems,	adopt	these	practices:	Scrape	off	excess	food	residues	before	loading	dishes.	Run	hot	water	in	the	sink	before	starting	the	dishwasher	to	ensure	hot	water	reaches	it	faster.	Use	dishwasher	detergent	that’s	appropriate	for	your	machine.	While	many	drainage	issues	can	be	resolved	through	DIY
methods,	don’t	hesitate	to	call	a	professional	if	you’re	unsure	or	if	the	problem	persists.	A	well-functioning	dishwasher	is	essential	for	a	smoothly	running	kitchen.	By	following	the	steps	outlined	in	this	guide,	you	can	effectively	troubleshoot	and	address	drainage	issues	in	your	Kenmore	dishwasher.	Regular	maintenance	and	timely	solutions	can
prolong	the	lifespan	of	your	appliance	and	ensure	clean,	spotless	dishes	with	every	cycle.	Can	I	use	vinegar	to	clean	the	dishwasher’s	drainage	system?	Yes,	you	can	use	vinegar	as	a	natural	cleaner	to	remove	buildup	and	odors	from	the	dishwasher.	Why	is	my	dishwasher	making	a	gurgling	sound	during	drainage?	A	gurgling	sound	may	indicate	a	clog
or	improper	installation	in	the	drainage	system.	Refer	to	the	guide	for	troubleshooting	steps.	Is	it	normal	to	have	a	little	water	left	at	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher	after	a	cycle?	Yes,	a	small	amount	of	water	is	normal	as	it	helps	to	create	a	seal	and	prevent	odors.	What	type	of	dishwashing	detergent	should	I	use?	Use	a	detergent	specifically	designed
for	dishwashers	to	avoid	excessive	suds	and	potential	drainage	issues.	How	often	should	I	clean	the	dishwasher’s	filter?	Cleaning	the	filter	once	a	month	is	recommended	to	prevent	clogs	and	ensure	optimal	drainage.	To	reset	a	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	press	the	“heated	dry”	button	followed	by	the	“normal	wash”	button,	then	repeat	the	sequence.
In	addition,	unplugging	the	dishwasher	for	one	minute	and	plugging	it	back	in	can	also	reset	it.	If	the	dishwasher	is	not	starting,	displaying	error	codes,	not	getting	water,	not	draining,	or	if	the	buttons	are	not	working,	troubleshooting	guides	and	repair	tips	can	be	found	online	to	help	diagnose	and	fix	common	issues.	It	is	important	to	make	sure	the
dishwasher	door	is	closed	and	latched,	and	a	cycle	has	been	selected.	Softening	the	water	can	also	help	improve	dishwasher	performance.	Credit:	youtube.com	If	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	is	not	starting,	it	can	be	frustrating	and	inconvenient.	However,	there	are	a	few	common	causes	for	this	issue	and	troubleshooting	steps	you	can	take	to	fix	it
yourself.	This	section	will	guide	you	through	the	possible	causes,	troubleshooting	methods,	and	DIY	steps	to	resolve	this	problem.	Possible	Causes	For	Dishwasher	Not	Starting	When	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	fails	to	start,	there	are	a	few	potential	reasons	for	the	issue.	These	include:	Faulty	power	connection	Tripped	circuit	breaker	The	door
latch	not	engaged	properly	Control	panel	malfunction	Defective	door	switch	or	thermal	fuse	By	understanding	these	possible	causes,	you	can	effectively	troubleshoot	and	fix	the	issue	with	your	dishwasher.	How	To	Troubleshoot	And	Fix	The	Issue	Here’s	a	step-by-step	guide	to	troubleshooting	and	fixing	the	problem	of	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher
not	starting:	Check	the	power	connection.	Ensure	that	the	dishwasher	is	plugged	in	and	that	the	outlet	is	functioning.	You	can	try	connecting	another	appliance	to	the	same	outlet	to	confirm	if	there	is	power.	If	there	are	any	loose	connections,	securely	plug	them	in.	Verify	the	circuit	breaker.	Check	if	the	circuit	breaker	for	the	dishwasher	is	tripped.	If
it	is,	reset	it	by	flipping	the	breaker	switch	back	to	the	‘On’	position.	Inspect	the	door	latch.	Make	sure	that	the	dishwasher	door	is	securely	closed	and	the	latch	is	engaged	properly.	If	the	door	is	not	closed	correctly,	the	dishwasher	will	not	start.	Reset	the	control	panel:	In	some	cases,	a	simple	reset	can	resolve	the	issue.	To	reset	the	control	panel,
locate	the	dishwasher’s	electrical	panel	or	breaker	box.	Turn	off	the	power	to	the	dishwasher	by	flipping	the	appropriate	breaker	switch,	wait	for	a	few	minutes,	and	then	turn	it	back	on.	Check	the	door	switch	and	thermal	fuse.	If	the	above	steps	don’t	solve	the	problem,	it’s	possible	that	the	door	switch	or	thermal	fuse	is	defective.	You	can	use	a
multimeter	to	test	these	components	for	continuity.	If	either	of	them	is	faulty,	they	will	need	to	be	replaced.	Diy	Steps	To	Resolve	The	Problem	Here	are	a	few	DIY	steps	you	can	take	to	resolve	the	issue	of	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	not	starting:	Unplug	the	dishwasher	and	wait	for	at	least	five	minutes	to	ensure	it	is	completely	powered	off.	Plug
the	dishwasher	back	in	and	make	sure	it	is	securely	connected	to	a	working	power	outlet.	If	your	dishwasher	has	a	control	lock	feature,	press	and	hold	the	“Control	Lock”	or	“Child	Lock”	button	for	a	few	seconds	to	deactivate	it.	Follow	the	steps	mentioned	earlier	to	reset	the	control	panel.	If	the	problem	persists,	refer	to	the	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher
manual	for	specific	troubleshooting	steps	or	consider	contacting	a	professional	for	further	assistance.	By	following	these	troubleshooting	steps	and	performing	the	DIY	resolutions,	you	can	potentially	get	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	back	up	and	running	smoothly.	When	it	comes	to	troubleshooting	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	understanding	the
error	codes	is	crucial.	These	error	codes	provide	valuable	information	about	the	specific	issue	your	dishwasher	is	experiencing.	By	decoding	these	error	codes	and	their	meanings,	you	can	quickly	identify	the	problem	and	take	appropriate	action.	Understanding	Common	Error	Codes	On	Kenmore	Elite	Dishwashers	Kenmore	Elite	dishwashers	have	a
range	of	error	codes	that	indicate	different	problems.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	common	error	codes:	Error	Code	Meaning	CE	This	error	code	indicates	a	communication	error	between	the	control	panel	and	the	motor.	F1E1	This	error	code	suggests	a	problem	with	the	drying	fan	relay	circuit.	F2E1	This	error	code	indicates	a	problem	with	the	control
board	or	touchpad.	F4E1	This	error	code	suggests	a	drainage	problem	in	your	dishwasher.	F9E1	This	error	code	indicates	a	problem	with	the	diverter	motor	or	control	board.	Decoding	Error	Codes	And	Their	Meanings	To	troubleshoot	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	effectively,	it’s	important	to	know	what	each	error	code	means.	Here’s	a	brief
decoding	guide:	CE:	This	code	suggests	a	communication	problem	between	the	control	panel	and	the	motor.	Check	the	wiring	connections	and	replace	any	faulty	components.	F1E1:	This	code	indicates	an	issue	with	the	drying	fan	relay	circuit.	Inspect	the	relay	and	its	wiring	for	any	signs	of	damage,	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	F2E1:	This	code
suggests	a	problem	with	the	control	board	or	touchpad.	Check	the	connections	between	these	components	and	replace	any	faulty	parts.	F4E1:	This	code	indicates	a	drainage	problem	in	your	dishwasher.	Check	the	drain	hose	and	filter	for	clogs,	and	ensure	the	dishwasher	is	properly	connected	to	the	drainage	system.	F9E1:	This	code	suggests	a
problem	with	the	diverter	motor	or	control	board.	Inspect	these	components	for	any	signs	of	damage	and	replace	them	if	necessary.	How	To	Troubleshoot	And	Resolve	Error	Code	Issues	If	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	displays	an	error	code,	follow	these	steps	to	troubleshoot	and	resolve	the	issue:	Identify	the	error	code.	Take	note	of	the	error	code
displayed	on	the	control	panel.	Refer	to	the	decoding	guide:	Use	the	decoding	guide	provided	above	to	understand	the	meaning	of	the	error	code.	Check	for	simple	fixes:	Sometimes,	error	codes	can	be	resolved	by	simple	actions.	For	example,	clearing	a	clogged	drain	hose	can	fix	the	F4E1	error	code.	Inspect	relevant	components:	Inspect	the
components	associated	with	the	error	code,	such	as	wiring	connections	or	motors,	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	malfunction.	Replace	faulty	parts:	If	you	identify	any	faulty	components,	such	as	a	damaged	control	board	or	touchpad,	replace	them	with	compatible	replacements.	Reset	the	dishwasher:	After	resolving	the	error	code	issue,	reset	the
dishwasher	by	turning	off	the	power	and	turning	it	back	on.	Test	the	dishwasher:	Test	the	dishwasher	to	ensure	the	error	code	no	longer	appears	and	that	the	dishwasher	functions	correctly.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can	troubleshoot	and	resolve	error	code	issues	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	ensuring	its	optimal	performance.	Reasons	Why
The	Dishwasher	Is	Not	Filling	With	Water	If	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	is	not	filling	with	water,	there	could	be	multiple	reasons	causing	this	issue:	Clogged	water	inlet	valve	Blocked	water	supply	line	Malfunctioning	float	switch	Faulty	water	pressure	switch	Defective	control	board	Checking	Water	Supply	And	Inlet	Valve	To	troubleshoot	the
problem,	start	by	ensuring	that	the	water	supply	to	your	dishwasher	is	turned	on	and	that	there	are	noobstructions	in	the	water	supply	line.	Next,	check	the	water	inlet	valve.	This	valve	controls	the	entry	of	water	into	the	dishwasher.	To	inspect	the	inlet	valve:	Disconnect	the	power	supply	to	the	dishwasher.	Locate	the	water	inlet	valve,	usually	found
at	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher	near	the	front.	Inspect	the	valve	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	blockage.	Clean	the	valve	using	a	soft	brush	or	cloth	if	necessary.	Troubleshooting	Tips	To	Ensure	Water	Flow	If	the	water	inlet	valve	appears	to	be	functioning	correctly,	you	can	try	these	troubleshooting	tips	to	ensure	proper	water	flow:	Check	the
dishwasher’s	float	switch,	which	controls	the	water	level,	and	ensure	it	is	not	stuck	or	obstructed.	Verify	that	the	water	pressure	in	your	home	is	sufficient	for	the	dishwasher	to	operate	properly.	Inspect	the	water	pressure	switch	to	ensure	it	is	functioning	correctly.	Reset	the	dishwasher’s	control	board	by	turning	off	the	power	and	then	pressing	the
reset	button,	if	available.	Refer	to	your	dishwasher’s	manual	for	specific	instructions.	Diy	Solutions	To	Resolve	The	Problem	If	the	above	troubleshooting	steps	do	not	resolve	the	issue,	you	may	need	to	try	some	DIY	solutions	to	resolve	the	problem:	Remove	any	accumulated	debris	or	sediment	from	the	water	supply	line	leading	to	the	dishwasher.
Replace	the	water	inlet	valve	if	it	is	faulty	or	damaged.	Check	and	clean	the	filters	inside	the	dishwasher	to	ensure	they	are	not	blocking	water	flow.	If	you	are	unfamiliar	with	dishwasher	repair,	it	is	recommended	to	contact	a	professional	technician	for	assistance.	By	following	these	troubleshooting	tips	and	DIY	solutions,	you	can	resolve	the	issue	of
your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	not	filling	with	water.	If	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	is	not	draining	properly,	it	can	be	frustrating	and	inconvenient.	Dishes	and	water	residue	can	accumulate,	leading	to	a	less-than-satisfactory	cleaning	cycle.	In	this	section,	we	will	explore	the	possible	causes	for	the	dishwasher	not	draining,	how	to	check	for
blockages	in	the	drain	hose	and	filter,	troubleshooting	steps	to	ensure	proper	drainage,	and	DIY	methods	to	fix	the	issue.	Possible	Causes	For	The	Dishwasher	Not	Draining	Properly	There	are	several	reasons	why	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	may	not	be	draining	properly.	It	is	essential	to	identify	the	root	cause	to	determine	the	appropriate
troubleshooting	steps.	Some	potential	causes	include:	Clogged	or	blocked	drain	hose	Blocked	air	gap	Faulty	drain	pump	Failure	of	the	drain	impeller	Checking	Drain	Hose	And	Filter	For	Blockages	Before	diving	into	other	troubleshooting	steps,	it	is	important	to	inspect	the	drain	hose	and	filter	for	any	blockages	that	may	be	preventing	proper
drainage.	Follow	these	simple	steps:	First,	turn	off	the	dishwasher	and	unplug	it	from	the	power	source	for	safety.	Locate	the	drain	hose,	which	is	usually	connected	to	the	sink	or	garbage	disposal.	Detach	the	drain	hose	from	its	connection	point	and	inspect	it	for	any	clogs	or	kinks.	Next,	remove	the	filter	and	check	for	any	debris	or	blockages	that
might	be	obstructing	the	drainage.	Clean	the	hose	and	filter	thoroughly	using	warm	water	and	a	mild	detergent	if	necessary.	Once	cleaned,	reattach	the	hose	and	filter	securely.	Troubleshooting	Steps	To	Ensure	Proper	Drainage	If	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	is	still	not	draining	after	checking	and	cleaning	the	drain	hose	and	filter,	follow	these
troubleshooting	steps:	Check	if	the	air	gap,	located	on	the	kitchen	sink	or	countertop,	is	clogged.	Clean	it	if	necessary.	Inspect	the	drain	pump	for	any	debris	or	foreign	objects.	Remove	any	obstructions	carefully.	Ensure	the	drain	pump	is	functioning	correctly.	You	can	do	this	by	listening	for	a	humming	noise	when	the	dishwasher	is	in	the	drain	cycle.
If	the	drain	impeller	is	jammed	or	damaged,	it	may	need	to	be	replaced.	Refer	to	the	user	manual	or	consult	a	professional	for	assistance	with	this	repair.	Diy	Methods	To	Fix	The	Draining	Issue	If	you	are	comfortable	with	DIY	repairs	and	have	identified	the	specific	problem	causing	the	drainage	issue,	there	are	a	few	methods	you	can	try	to	fix	it:
Clear	any	debris	from	the	air	gap,	drain	the	hose,	and	filter	regularly	to	prevent	clogs.	Manually	spin	the	drain	impeller	to	see	if	it	is	obstructed.	Remove	any	blockage	or,	if	necessary,	replace	the	impeller.	Check	the	drain	pump	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage.	If	necessary,	replace	the	pump	to	restore	proper	drainage.	Consider	using	a	dishwasher
cleaner	or	descaler	to	remove	build-up	and	improve	overall	dishwasher	performance.	By	following	these	troubleshooting	steps	and	DIY	methods,	you	can	address	the	draining	issue	with	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	and	restore	its	optimal	performance.	Identifying	Unresponsive	Buttons	On	Kenmore	Elite	Dishwashers	If	you’ve	ever	encountered
unresponsive	buttons	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	you’re	not	alone.	This	frustrating	issue	can	hinder	your	dishwasher’s	performance	and	make	it	difficult	to	start	or	control	different	functions.	Identifying	which	buttons	are	not	working	is	the	first	step	in	troubleshooting	the	problem.	To	determine	which	buttons	are	unresponsive,	carefully
observe	the	control	panel	of	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher.	Look	out	for	buttons	that	do	not	display	any	response	when	pressed	or	buttons	that	do	not	change	the	corresponding	settings	on	the	display.	It	is	important	to	note	which	buttons	are	not	working	as	this	will	help	in	further	troubleshooting	and	finding	the	appropriate	solution.	Possible	Causes
For	Button	Malfunctions	There	can	be	several	reasons	why	the	buttons	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	may	not	be	working	properly.	Understanding	the	possible	causes	can	help	you	narrow	down	the	troubleshooting	process	and	find	a	suitable	solution.	1.	Control	panel	malfunction:	The	control	panel	is	designed	to	receive	signals	from	the	buttons
and	translate	them	into	specific	commands.	If	the	control	panel	is	faulty	or	damaged,	it	can	result	in	unresponsive	buttons.	2.	Wiring	issues:	Faulty	wiring	connections	can	disrupt	the	communication	between	the	buttons	and	the	control	panel.	Loose	or	damaged	wires	may	prevent	the	buttons	from	sending	signals	to	the	control	panel,	causing	them	to
become	unresponsive.	3.	Moisture	or	debris	accumulation:	If	moisture	or	debris	gets	into	the	control	panel	or	underneath	the	buttons,	it	can	interfere	with	the	electrical	connection	and	lead	to	button	malfunctions.	4.	Electrical	problems:	Power	surges	or	electrical	fluctuations	can	damage	the	control	panel	and	render	the	buttons	unresponsive.	This
can	happen	due	to	issues	with	the	dishwasher’s	electrical	supply	or	wiring.	Troubleshooting	Techniques	To	Fix	Non-working	Buttons	Before	calling	a	technician	or	considering	a	replacement,	there	are	a	few	troubleshooting	techniques	you	can	try	to	fix	the	non-working	buttons	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher.	Here	are	some	steps	you	can	take:	1.
Power	cycle	the	dishwasher:	Turn	off	the	dishwasher’s	power	supply	and	unplug	it	from	the	electrical	outlet.	Wait	for	a	few	minutes,	then	plug	it	back	in	and	turn	on	the	power.	This	simple	step	can	sometimes	reset	the	control	panel	and	resolve	minor	button	malfunctions.	2.	Check	for	loose	connections:	Inspect	the	wiring	connections	behind	the
control	panel	to	ensure	they	are	securely	attached.	If	you	find	any	loose	or	disconnected	wires,	reattach	them	firmly.	3.	Clean	the	control	panel:	Use	a	soft	cloth	dampened	with	a	mild	detergent	solution	to	gently	clean	the	control	panel	and	buttons.	Be	careful	not	to	use	excessive	moisture	or	harsh	chemicals	that	could	damage	the	control	panel.	4.
Perform	a	hard	reset:	Some	Kenmore	Elite	dishwashers	have	a	specific	button	combination	that	can	be	used	to	perform	a	hard	reset.	Refer	to	the	dishwasher’s	manual	or	manufacturer’s	website	to	find	the	correct	combination	for	your	model.	Performing	a	hard	reset	may	help	clear	any	temporary	software	glitches	and	restore	the	button	functionality.
Diy	Solutions	To	Resolve	Button	Issues	If	the	above	troubleshooting	techniques	fail	to	resolve	the	issue,	you	may	need	to	consider	DIY	solutions	to	resolve	the	button	issues	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher.	Here	are	a	few	suggestions:	1.	Replace	the	control	panel:	If	the	control	panel	is	severely	damaged	or	beyond	repair,	you	may	need	to	replace	it.
Contact	the	manufacturer	or	a	reputable	appliance	parts	supplier	to	purchase	a	new	control	panel	that	is	compatible	with	your	dishwasher	model.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	for	proper	installation.	2.	Contact	customer	support:	Reach	out	to	Kenmore’s	customer	support	for	assistance.	They	may	be	able	to	provide	further
troubleshooting	steps	or	recommend	authorized	service	technicians	in	your	area.	Remember,	safety	is	paramount	when	working	with	electrical	appliances.	If	you’re	not	comfortable	with	DIY	repairs	or	troubleshooting,	it’s	best	to	seek	professional	help	to	avoid	any	potential	risks	or	further	damage	to	your	dishwasher.	By	following	these
troubleshooting	techniques	and	suggestions,	you’ll	be	well-equipped	to	tackle	the	issue	of	unresponsive	buttons	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher.	Through	patience	and	persistence,	you	can	regain	control	of	your	dishwasher’s	functionality	and	enjoy	hassle-free	dishwashing	once	again.	To	reset	the	control	panel	on	a	Kenmore	dishwasher,	press	the
“heated	dry”	button,	then	the	“normal	wash”	button,	and	repeat	with	“heated	dry”	and	“normal	wash”	again.	This	generic	method	should	work	for	most	Kenmore	models.	To	reset	a	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	press	the	“heated	dry”	button,	then	the	“normal	wash”	button,	then	the	“heated	dry”	button	again,	followed	by	the	“normal	wash”	button.	To
run	a	diagnostic	on	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	follow	these	steps:	1.	Press	the	“heated	dry”	button.	2.	Then	press	the	“normal	wash”	button.	3.	Repeat	steps	1	and	2.	This	will	reset	the	dishwasher	and	allow	you	to	diagnose	any	issues.	No	reset	button	is	available	on	the	control	panel.	Dishwashers	usually	don’t	have	a	dedicated	reset	button	on	the
control	panel.	To	reset	a	dishwasher,	unplug	it	from	the	power	source	for	one	minute,	then	plug	it	back	in.	A	generic	way	to	reset	a	Kenmore	dishwasher	is	by	pressing	the	“heated	dry”	button,	followed	by	the	“normal	wash”	button,	then	the	“heated	dry”	button	again,	and	finally	the	“normal	wash”	button.	If	you’re	facing	issues	with	your	Kenmore
Elite	dishwasher,	don’t	worry.	There	are	simple	troubleshooting	steps	you	can	take	to	resolve	common	problems.	Resetting	the	control	panel	or	checking	for	any	electrical	issues	can	often	solve	the	issue.	Be	sure	to	consult	the	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	manual	for	specific	instructions.	If	problems	persist,	consider	reaching	out	to	a	professional	for
repairs.	With	these	troubleshooting	tips,	your	dishwasher	will	be	up	and	running	in	no	time.	If	you	own	a	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	you	may	find	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	drain	it.	Whether	it’s	because	you	are	experiencing	a	clog	or	simply	want	to	clean	out	the	unit,	knowing	how	to	drain	your	dishwasher	properly	can	save	you	time
and	frustration.	In	this	step-by-step	guide,	we	will	walk	you	through	the	process	of	draining	a	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher.Before	we	dive	into	the	steps,	it’s	important	to	note	that	draining	a	dishwasher	can	be	slightly	different	depending	on	the	specific	model	you	have.	We	will	provide	general	instructions	that	should	work	for	most	Kenmore	Elite
dishwashers,	but	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to	consult	your	owner’s	manual	for	any	model-specific	instructions.	Additionally,	make	sure	to	wear	protective	gloves	and	take	the	necessary	safety	precautions	while	working	with	appliances.Gather	the	Necessary	ToolsBefore	you	begin	draining	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	gather	the	necessary	tools	to
ensure	a	smooth	process.	You	will	need	a	bucket	or	large	container	to	collect	the	water,	a	towel,	pliers,	and	possibly	a	wet/dry	vacuum.	Having	these	tools	readily	available	will	make	the	process	much	easier.Turn	Off	the	PowerSafety	should	be	your	top	priority,	so	the	first	step	is	to	turn	off	the	power	to	the	dishwasher.	Locate	the	circuit	breaker	that
controls	the	dishwasher	and	switch	it	off.	This	will	prevent	any	accidents	from	occurring	while	you	work	on	the	unit.Disconnect	the	DishwasherNext,	you	will	need	to	disconnect	the	dishwasher	from	its	power	source	and	water	supply.	Start	by	locating	the	power	cord	behind	the	dishwasher	and	unplugging	it	from	the	wall	outlet.	If	the	dishwasher	is
hardwired,	you	may	need	to	turn	off	the	breaker	that	controls	it.	Additionally,	turn	off	the	water	supply	valve	located	under	the	sink.Remove	Excess	WaterTo	begin	draining	the	dishwasher,	you	need	to	remove	any	excess	water	that	may	be	sitting	in	the	unit.	Start	by	opening	the	dishwasher	door	and	using	a	towel	or	sponge	to	soak	up	as	much	water
as	possible.	Squeeze	the	water	into	the	bucket	or	large	container	you	gathered	earlier.	Be	careful	not	to	spill	any	water	on	the	floor,	as	it	can	be	slippery.Locate	the	Drain	HoseAt	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher,	you	will	find	the	drain	hose.	This	hose	is	responsible	for	carrying	the	wastewater	out	of	the	unit.	It	is	typically	connected	to	the	garbage
disposal	or	sink	drain.	Use	pliers	to	loosen	the	hose	clamp	and	disconnect	the	drain	hose	from	the	disposal	or	sink.	Aim	the	hose	into	the	bucket	or	container	to	allow	the	remaining	water	to	drain	out.Check	for	ClogsWhile	you	have	the	drain	hose	disconnected,	inspect	it	for	any	clogs	or	obstructions.	If	you	notice	any	debris,	use	a	long,	flexible	brush
or	pipe	cleaner	to	gently	remove	the	clog.	Be	cautious	not	to	damage	the	hose	in	the	process.	This	step	is	crucial	in	ensuring	the	proper	functioning	of	your	dishwasher.Use	a	Wet/Dry	Vacuum	(if	necessary)If	you	are	still	experiencing	issues	with	water	not	draining	from	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher,	you	can	use	a	wet/dry	vacuum	to	unclog	it
further.	Place	the	vacuum	hose	over	the	end	of	the	drain	hose	and	create	a	tight	seal.	Turn	on	the	vacuum	and	allow	it	to	suck	out	any	remaining	debris	or	clogs	from	the	hose.	This	method	can	be	especially	helpful	if	the	clog	is	deep	within	the	drain	system.Reconnect	and	TestOnce	you	have	successfully	drained	the	dishwasher	and	removed	any	clogs,
it’s	time	to	reconnect	everything.	Slide	the	drain	hose	back	onto	the	garbage	disposal	or	sink	drain	and	tighten	the	hose	clamp	with	pliers.	Make	sure	the	connection	is	secure	to	avoid	any	leaks.	Turn	on	the	water	supply	valve	under	the	sink	and	plug	the	dishwasher	back	into	the	power	source.Run	a	Test	CycleTo	ensure	that	your	Kenmore	Elite
dishwasher	is	draining	correctly,	run	a	test	cycle	with	no	dishes	inside.	Allow	the	dishwasher	to	complete	the	entire	cycle,	including	the	draining	process.	Check	for	any	leaks	or	unusual	sounds	during	the	cycle.	If	everything	appears	to	be	working	properly,	congratulations,	you	have	successfully	drained	your	Kenmore	Elite
dishwasher!ConclusionDraining	a	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	is	a	fairly	simple	process	that	can	save	you	from	potential	drain	clogs	and	the	associated	headaches.	By	following	this	step-by-step	guide,	you	can	confidently	navigate	through	the	process	and	get	your	dishwasher	back	up	and	running	smoothly.	Remember	to	consult	your	owner’s	manual	for
any	model-specific	instructions	and	always	prioritize	your	safety	when	working	with	appliances.	Attention	all	Kenmore	dishwasher	owners!	Are	you	frustrated	with	your	dishwasher	refusing	to	drain?	Wave	goodbye	to	standing	water	and	say	hello	to	sparkling	clean	dishes	by	following	this	troubleshooting	guide.	In	this	article,	I	will	delve	into	the	most
common	reasons	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	fails	to	fully	drain,	and	provide	you	with	practical	solutions	to	get	your	appliance	back	in	working	order.	Don’t	let	a	clogged	drain	ruin	your	day,	simply	read	this	guide	to	discover	the	fix.	A	dishwasher	that	will	not	drain	can	be	very	frustrating	and	may	even	cause	an	unpleasant	odor,	but	the	good	news	is,
there	are	only	a	handful	of	reasons	why	this	situation	occurs.	To	diagnose	the	exact	cause	for	your	specific	problem	we	will	need	to	work	through	a	set	of	troubleshooting	actions.	First,	here	are	the	most	likely	reasons	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	has	standing	water	in	the	sump.	Every	brand	of	dishwasher	contains	a	water	filter	to	catch	debris,	food
particles	and	other	foreign	objects	before	they	can	make	their	way	into	the	drain	line.	Naturally,	this	filter	accumulates	debris	over	time	causing	it	to	become	clogged.		If	the	filter	mesh	is	covered	with	grease	or	any	other	debris	it	restricts	or	completely	blocks	the	flow	of	water	through	the	filter	being	drawn	into	the	sump	and	out	of	the	dishwasher
via	the	drain	pump.	Luckily,	water	filters	are	easy	to	access	and	clean	and	we	will	discuss	this	further	shortly.			The	drainage	hose	allows	wastewater	to	flow	out	of	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	and	into	the	sink	sink	drain	or	garbage	disposal	drain	if	you	have	one.	Sometimes	during	installation,	the	hose	becomes	kinked,	which	hinders	the	flow	of	water
during	the	drain	cycle.		As	debris	or	grease	is	transported	in	the	waste	water	it	will	often	settle	and	accumulate	at	the	lowest	point	of	the	drain	hose,	which	over	time	restricts	or	blocks	the	hose	completely.	A	blocked	hose	will	mean	water	cannot	leave	your	dishwasher	and	instead	will	pool	at	the	bottom	of	the	appliance.	If	you	have	a	garbage	disposal
located	under	your	counter	or	sink	where	your	dishwasher	is	connected,	any	form	of	clog	will	lead	to	similar	issues	as	a	blocked	drain	hose.	The	same	applies	for	the	air	gap,	in	the	pipework	under	your	sink,	any	collection	of	grease,	dirt,	hair	or	other	debris	will	close	off	the	exit	path	for	the	waste	water,	often	causing	gurgling	noises	and	leaving
standing	water	in	the	base	of	your	dishwasher.			Dishwashers	have	several	mechanical	and	electrical	components	that	work	together	to	drain	waste	water	out	of	the	appliance	during	the	wash	cycle.	The	drain	pump,	which	includes	a	small	rotating	impeller,	as	well	as	other	solenoid	valves	or	non-return	valves,	that	control	the	flow	of	water	in	the
draining	process.		If	either	of	these	components	fail,	the	dirty	water	will	not	be	able	to	exit	the	appliance	as	it	should.	So	later	in	the	guide	we	will	discuss	in	more	detail	where	to	find	these	components	and	how	to	check	if	they	are	working	correctly.	Now	that	you	know	what	causes	water	to	sit	at	the	bottom	of	your	Kenmore	dishwasher,	rather	than
draining,	I	will	move	onto	the	troubleshooting	process,	leading	us	to	diagnose	the	problem	and	implement	the	solution.	As	with	all	troubleshooting	processes	I	will	start	with	the	easiest	option	to	diagnose	and	fix,	then	move	onto	the	more	complex	and	challenging	possibilities.		The	first	thing	to	check	is	the	dishwasher	drain	filter	for	blockages	or
obstructions.	The	goal	here	is	to	remove	the	filter	and	check	it	is	clean	and	will	allow	water	to	freely	flow	through	the	fine	mesh	gauze.		So	first	we	need	to	locate	the	filter,	see	the	image	below	of	the	filter	location	and	follow	the	instructions	to	remove	it.	Open	the	dishwasher	and	take	the	lower	dish	rack.	You	will	find	the	filter	located	at	the	bottom	of
the	tub	under	the	lower	spray	arm.	There	will	be	a	large	plastic	or	metal	flat	filter,	and	the	drain	filter,	a	circular,	plastic	cartridge	filter	in	the	centre	of	it.	Turn	the	drain	filter	counter-clockwise	to	remove	it	Remove	any	visible	debris	and	rinse	the	filter	under	warm	water.		Replace	the	filter	in	the	dishwasher	and	put	the	bottom	dish	rack	back	in
place.	How	to	remove	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	filter	From	time	to	time,	the	dishwasher	drain	hose	becomes	clogged,	as	it	accumulates	grease	and	scum	over	time.	These	particles	tend	to	settle	at	the	lowest	point	in	the	hose	and	create	a	barrier	to	the	water	flow.	To	check	the	hose	you	will	need	to	first	test	it	to	see	if	water	flows,	and	then	potentially
remove	it	to	clean	it	or	replace	it.	Here’s	how	you	can	do	that:		Locate	the	dishwasher	hose	under	your	counter	or	sink	and	disconnect	it	from	the	air	gap	or	garbage	disposal.	Look	into	the	hose	and	remove	any	visible	clogs	you	find.		Take	a	water	pitcher	or	jug	and	slowly	pour	water	into	the	hose	pipe.	If	it	is	clear,	the	water	will	flow	into	the	sump	or
bottom	of	the	dishwasher.	If	the	water	overflows	out	from	the	hose	it	is	blocked.		Disconnect	the	other	end	of	the	hose	from	the	drain	pump.	To	do	this	remove	the	base	plate	or	kickboard	to	access	the	underneath	your	appliance.		Remove	the	hose	from	the	drain	pump,	but	be	prepared	for	water	to	spill	here	so	have	a	towel	ready.	Again,	inspect	the
hose	and	clear	any	visible	blockages	and	remove	them.	If	this	has	not	resolved	the	hose	blockage	there	will	be	grease	or	other	scum	sitting	deep	in	the	hose.	You	can	either	remove	it	and	replace	it	with	a	new	hose,	I	would	recommend	replacing	it	with	a	low-cost	universal	drain	hose	available	here.	Or	you	can	attempt	to	clear	your	existing	hose	with	a
long	piece	of	wire.		Once	you	have	done	this,	replace	the	hose	and	test	it	by	running	a	wash	cycle.		If	the	hose	was	not	blocked,	or	if	you	have	installed	a	new	hose	and	it	still	has	not	worked,	move	on	the	check	the	air	gap	or	garbage	disposal.		If	you	have	a	garbage	disposal,	try	running	it	for	a	few	seconds	before	starting	the	dishwasher.	This	will	help
clear	the	drain	of	any	food	or	debris	that	could	hinder	the	draining	process.	It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	perform	a	visual	inspection	of	the	connections	for	any	blockage	or	debris	within	the	hose.	If	this	doesn’t	work,	or	your	dishwasher	is	connected	to	an	air	gap	follow	these	simple	steps:	Look	under	the	sink	and	locate	the	dishwasher’s	drain	hose.	
Disconnect	it	from	the	garbage	disposal	or	air	gap.	It	should	come	apart	easily	and	you	shouldn’t	need	any	tools.		Clear	any	visible	blockages	from	the	disposal	or	air	gap.		Reattach	the	drain	hose.		The	drain	pump	in	your	dishwasher	uses	a	small	plastic	impeller	to	push	water	out	of	the	appliance	during	the	drain	cycle.	If	the	impeller	becomes	blocked
and	won’t	spin,	your	dishwasher	will	not	drain.	To	check	the	impeller	follow	these	simple	steps:	Disconnect	the	dishwasher	from	its	power	source.		The	impeller	is	usually	located	in	the	sump	at	the	lowest	point	inside	your	dishwasher.	So	remove	the	dish	rack	and	spray	arm	to	access	it.	Next,	remove	the	pump	filters	and	look	inside	the	sump.		Remove
the	access	panel	and	locate	the	drain	pump.	This	is	where	you	will	find	the	impeller.	In	the	image	below	you	can	see	it	as	the	gray	plastic	component	in	the	center.	Or	it	may	have	a	small	plastic	cover	that	you	will	need	to	lift,	and	the	impeller	will	look	like	a	cog.	Check	that	the	impeller	is	clear	of	any	debris.		Spin	the	impeller	with	your	finger.	It
should	spin	freely	and	easily.	If	it	doesn’t,	it	should	be	replaced.		Your	Kenmore	dishwasher	not	draining	could	be	caused	by	a	faulty	or	ceased	check	valve.	The	check	valve	is	responsible	for	keeping	the	dirty	water	that	has	exited	the	appliance	at	the	end	of	a	wash	cycle	from	flowing	back	into	the	machine	and	onto	your	clean	dishes.	If	this	valve	gets
stuck	in	the	closed	position,	the	dirty	water	won’t	be	able	to	exit.		Depending	on	the	model	the	check	valve	can	look	like	a	small	plastic	ball	around	½	inch	in	diameter,	or	it	will	be	a	small	gate-like	device.		Start	by	turning	off	the	dishwasher	and	unplugging	it	from	the	power	source	for	safety.	Slide	out	the	lower	dish	rack	and	set	it	aside	to	access	the
lower	part	of	the	dishwasher.	Look	for	a	small	cylindrical	or	dome-shaped	plastic	component	near	the	drain	pump,	typically	situated	at	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher.	The	check	valve	is	responsible	for	preventing	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	dishwasher.	Carefully	examine	the	check	valve	for	any	debris	or	obstructions.	If	you	notice	any	buildup,
use	a	soft	brush	or	cloth	to	clean	it	thoroughly.	Ensure	the	valve	moves	freely	without	any	resistance.	Once	the	check	valve	is	clean,	reinsert	the	lower	dish	rack	and	securely	close	the	dishwasher	door.	Plug	the	dishwasher	back	into	the	power	source	and	run	a	test	cycle	to	check	if	the	drainage	problem	is	resolved.	Here’s	a	short	video	demonstrating
how	to	locate	and	replace	the	check	valve	How	To:	LG/Kenmore	Check	Valve	5220ED4004A	The	drain	pump	is	arguably	your	dishwasher’s	most	important	component	during	the	drain	cycle.	If	it	does	not	work,	dirty	water	will	remain	within	the	bottom	of	the	appliance.	Unfortunately,	the	only	way	to	fix	it	i	Disconnect	the	power	from	the	dishwasher.
Remove	the	access	panel	at	the	base	of	the	dishwasher	to	reveal	the	drain	pump.		First,	remove	the	hose	connected	to	the	drain	pump	to	check	that	no	foreign	objects	are	blocking	the	pump’s	normal	operation.		If	there	are	no	visible	blockages,	use	a	multimeter	to	test	the	pump	electronically.		Connect	the	red	and	black	pins	to	opposite	terminals	on
the	pump.	The	correct	resistance	should	read	15-40	Ohms.	A	reading	below	or	above	this	range	means	the	pump	is	faulty	and	should	be	replaced.	You	can	watch	this	short	video	for	a	full	demonstration	of	testing	the	pump	for	continuity.		Here’s	a	short	video	demonstrating	how	to	find,	and	replace	and	Kenmore	dishwasher	drain	pump		Kenmore
Dishwasher	Drain	Pump	Replacement	154580301	Not	all	Kenmore	dishwashers	have	a	water	pump	belt,	but	if	yours	does,	this	could	be	the	reason	the	appliance	is	not	draining	properly.	Follow	the	steps	below	to	check	the	belt.	Remove	the	front	access	panel	at	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher,	and	look	below	the	drain	pump	for	the	drain	pump	belt.	
Check	for	visible	signs	of	wear	and	tear	such	as	cracking,	stretching,	or	breakage.		If	you	see	signs	of	damage,	replace	the	belt.		If	there	are	no	visible	signs	of	damage,	or	the	belt	has	simply	slipped	off	its	pulleys,	put	the	belt	back	into	place	and	run	another	load	to	determine	if	that	has	solved	your	drainage	issues.		The	majority	of	issues	that	lead	to
your	Kenmore	dishwasher	not	draining,	are	simple	enough	for	you	to	repair	yourself.	However,	if	you	are	not	comfortable	with	making	these	kinds	of	repairs	or	don’t	feel	as	if	you	are	experienced	enough	to	make	a	proper	diagnosis,	don’t	hesitate	to	schedule	an	appointment	with	a	licensed	repair	technician.		A	professional	dishwasher	repair	person
will	be	able	to	quickly	diagnose	the	problem	and	get	your	dishwasher	back	up	and	running	in	no	time.		To	do	a	hard	reset	on	your	Kenmore	dishwasher,	you	simply	need	to	unplug	it	from	the	power	source	for	at	least	30	seconds.	After	30	seconds,	plug	it	back	in.	The	30+	second	wait	is	enough	time	for	the	appliance’s	circuit	board	to	reset,	which
should	make	the	dishwasher	work	correctly	once	again.		Dishwashers	have	the	amazing	ability	to	make	all	our	food	and	beverage	scraps	disappear	from	our	dishes.	However,	if	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	has	a	draining	problem,	you	may	have	had	the	unfortunate	experience	of	seeing	all	the	dirty	water	and	debris	come	back	into	the	tub.	This	article
details	why	your	dishwasher	drain	may	not	be	working	so	that	you	can	once	again	rely	on	it	to	drain	that	dirty	water	away.	A	Kenmore	dishwasher	may	not	drain	if	the	drain	pipe	is	blocked	or	damaged,	the	pump/motor	is	broken	or	the	electronic	controls	have	failed.	It	will	continually	drain	if	the	drain	pipe	does	not	have	a	high	loop	or	if	there	is	a	leak
in	the	dishwasher.	A	faulty	circuit	board	may	also	cause	problems.	I	will	explain	these	issues	in	more	detail	below,	as	well	as	how	you	might	be	able	to	identify	them.	I	have	also	included	why	drainage	issues	may	also	cause	the	dishwasher	to	leak	or	produce	a	burning	smell	If	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	is	not	draining	properly,	you	have	one	of	two
problems.	Either	your	dishwasher	is	not	draining	or	it	is	draining	when	it	should	be	retaining	the	water.	Both	of	these	issues	have	been	discussed	in	detail	further	down.	As	a	quick	summary,	below	are	the	reasons	why	your	dishwashing	continues	to	drain,	even	when	it	shouldn’t.	·	No	loop	in	the	drain	pipe	is	causing	water	to	be	siphoned	out	·	A	leak	is
making	the	dishwashing	think	it	needs	to	drain	On	the	contrary,	if	your	dishwasher	is	not	draining,	it	may	be	due	to	one	of	the	following	reasons.	·	Blocked	drain	pipe	or	valve	·	Broken	motor	or	pump	·	Damaged	drain	pipe	or	valve	·	Broken	solenoid	component	Your	dishwasher	may	also	have	a	control	failure.	You	may	have	damage	to	the	main	circuit
board	or	to	one	of	the	smaller	electronic	controls.	This	could	cause	it	to	keep	draining	or	not	drain	at	all,	depending	on	which	part	of	the	electronics	is	not	working.	For	example,	the	valve	at	the	beginning	of	the	drain	pipe	may	be	controlled	by	a	nearby	solenoid.	If	this	solenoid	is	broken,	the	signals	from	the	circuit	board	will	not	directly	open	the
drainage	valve	and	the	dishwasher	will	not	be	able	to	drain.	If	the	main	circuit	board	is	broken,	you	will	most	likely	notice	other	issues	with	your	dishwasher.	DID	YOU	KNOW:A	Kenmore	dishwasher	making	a	loud	noise	might	have	a	hard	object,	like	a	bone	or	piece	of	glass,	caught	in	the	chopper	blade	area.	The	noise	occurs	as	the	object	hits	the
blades	during	the	dishwasher’s	operation.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	and	unplug	the	dishwasher,	remove	the	bottom	rack	and	spray	arm,	and	inspect	the	chopper	blade	area.	Carefully	remove	any	debris	you	find	to	eliminate	the	noise.	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Keeps	Draining	If	you	notice	that	your	dishwasher	is	filling,	but	immediately	draining	before	running
through	its	cycle,	then	the	water	is	escaping	prematurely.	This	results	in	dirty	dishes	at	the	end	of	the	cycle.	One	thing	to	check	is	that	your	dishwasher	was	installed	correctly.	All	dishwashers	must	have	a	high	loop	or	air	gap	in	the	drainage	pipe,	which	is	normally	designed	to	prevent	backflow	of	water	and	sewerage	smells	into	your	dishwasher.	If
your	drain	pipe	does	not	have	an	air	gap	and	is	not	looped	higher	than	its	attachment	into	the	sink	drain,	water	could	be	siphoned	out	of	the	dishwasher.	This	will	appear	as	though	your	dishwasher	is	continually	draining	when	it	shouldn’t	be.	You	should	find	this	section	of	the	drainage	pipe	under	your	sink.	The	dishwasher	will	also	continuously	drain
if	there	is	a	leak	underneath.	If	this	is	the	case,	you	should	be	able	to	see	water	in	the	cavity	under	the	dishwasher,	behind	the	kick-panel.	To	find	the	source	of	the	leak,	clean	up	the	water	and	look	for	the	fresh	leak	when	you	turn	the	dishwasher	on	for	another	cycle.	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not	Draining	If	there	is	too	much	water	in	the	bottom	of	your
dishwasher	after	a	cycle,	there	is	most	likely	an	issue	with	the	drainage	system.	Keep	in	mind	that	there	is	usually	a	small	residual	amount	that	should	be	left	in	the	bottom,	which	I	will	explain	further	down.	The	drainage	system	is	made	up	of	a	number	of	different	components,	which	I	have	listed	below.	Issues	with	any	one	of	these	parts	will	prevent
proper	drainage.	·	Pump/motor	·	Hose	·	Valve	(including	solenoid)	The	easiest	thing	to	check	is	the	drainage	hose.	Often	this	hose	will	become	clogged	with	food.	If	this	is	the	case,	there	is	no	need	to	replace	any	parts	of	the	dishwasher	because	it	should	work	normally	once	the	blockage	is	removed.	You	should	also	check	the	valve,	which	can	also	get
blocked	with	food.	The	valve	normally	retains	water	inside	the	dishwasher	until	opened	by	the	solenoid	component	when	the	dishwasher	is	ready	to	drain.	If	you	can’t	find	a	blockage,	it	is	likely	that	the	valve	or	solenoid	is	broken	and	requires	replacement.	A	broken	solenoid	will	prevent	the	valve	from	opening	to	allow	the	dirty	water	to	drain	through.
Another	possibility	is	that	the	pump	is	broken.	The	pump	powers	an	impeller,	which	pushes	dirty	water	through	the	drain	hose	for	disposal.	If	the	pump	or	impeller	is	broken,	they	will	also	need	to	be	replaced.	If	you	have	a	different	brand	dishwasher	please	check	out	our	dishwasher	not	draining	article	for	other	brands.	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not
Draining	Completely	It	is	normal	for	a	small	amount	of	water	to	remain	in	the	bottom	of	your	dishwasher.	This	helps	to	prevent	seals	in	the	sump	housing	from	drying	out	and	cracking.	This	residual	water	collection	is	usually	around	one	cup	or	less	of	water,	which	will	be	drained	immediately	prior	to	the	next	cycle.	If	there	is	more	water	than	you
would	expect,	but	the	dishwasher	has	drained	some	of	the	water,	there	is	most	likely	a	partial	blockage	in	the	drain.	These	are	usually	the	blockages	that	occur	from	a	build-up	of	food	in	the	filter,	much	like	water	in	your	sink	will	partly	drain	when	there	is	food	piled	on	the	drain	grate.	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not	Draining	and	Leaking	If	your
dishwasher	is	not	draining	and	also	leaking,	it	is	likely	that	the	leak	is	caused	by	a	blockage.	You	will	need	to	check	all	the	components	of	the	drainage	system	mentioned	above,	including	the	food	filter.	A	leak	can	also	be	caused	by	a	number	of	other	issues	that	you	should	look	over.	These	are	outlined	below.	·	Leaky	gasket	or	pump	seal	·	Faulty	door
latch	·	Damaged	hose	or	valves	·	Issues	with	the	float	·	Using	the	wrong	detergentCopyright	protected	content	owner:	ReadyToDIY.com	and	was	initially	posted	on	July	7,	2021.	The	gasket	and	pump	seal	are	made	from	rubber	and	can	easily	perish	over	time.	This	could	look	like	buckling	or	dry/cracked	sections.	Open	the	dishwasher	door	to	inspect
the	door	gasket	or	check	under	the	dishwasher,	behind	the	kick-board	to	find	the	pump	seal.	A	faulty	door	latch	will	cause	issues	because	the	door	needs	to	be	closed	tightly	to	engage	the	seal	of	the	gasket.	This,	as	well	as	the	gasket	and	pump	seal,	is	a	replaceable	part	that	can	be	ordered	through	Kenmore.	If	your	valves,	drainage	hose	or	water	pipe
are	cracked,	you	will	be	able	to	feel	or	see	the	water	dripping	from	the	broken	component.	Make	sure	you	turn	off	the	electricity	prior	to	touching	these	pipes	because	the	excess	water	may	have	a	current	running	through.	The	float	is	designed	to	shut	the	water	off	once	it	reaches	a	particular	level.	If	this	is	stuck	and	cannot	rise	with	the	water,	the
dishwasher	may	be	overfilling,	causing	a	leak.	This	could	also	be	giving	the	impression	that	it	is	not	draining	properly.	Finally,	the	dishwasher	could	leak	simply	if	you	are	using	the	wrong	detergent.	Anything	other	than	dedicated	dishwasher	detergent/tablets	will	cause	too	many	suds	during	the	wash	cycle.	The	pressure	from	these	suds	will	force
water	and	detergent	through	the	door	or	floor	seals.Copyright	article	owner	is	ReadyToDiy.com	for	this	article.	This	post	was	first	published	on	July	7,	2021.	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not	Draining	and	Burning	Smell	A	burning	smell	is	likely	coming	from	a	worn-out	motor.	If	the	motor/pump	has	stopped	working,	the	dishwasher	will	no	longer	be	able	to
pump	water	through	the	drain	as	well.	This	requires	a	replacement	motor.	There	is	also	an	element	at	the	bottom	of	the	dishwasher	that	heats	up	the	water	to	the	desired	water	temperature	for	the	cycle.	If	there	is	anything	trapped	up	against	this	element,	such	as	food	or	plastic,	it	may	be	melting	and	creating	a	burning	smell.	Related	Articles
Kenmore	Dishwasher	Keeps	Tripping	Breaker	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not	Heating	or	Drying	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Soap	Dispenser	Not	Working	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Filling	Water	Problems	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Keeps	Stopping	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Light	Blinking/Flashing	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Sprayer	Not	Working	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Not	Turning
On	or	Off	How	To	Reset	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Door	Won’t	Open	(Easy	Fix)	Troubleshoot	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Noise	Problem	(What	To	Do)	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Door	Won’t	Close	(How	To	Fix)	Kenmore	Dishwasher	Top	Rack	Falls	Off	(How	to	Fix)ReadyToDIY	is	the	owner	of	this	article.	This	post	was	published	on	July	7,	2021.
Kenmore	Dishwasher	Making	Loud	Noise	(How	To	Fix)	Adrian	Simmons	July	18,	2023	Prev	Article	Next	Article	If	you’ve	landed	on	this	page,	chances	are	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	has	been	washing	dishes	without	issues	until	now.	Although	these	dishwashers	are	known	to	be	the	best	on	the	market,	you	will	doubt	their	efficiency	when	you	discover
the	Kenmore	dishwasher	isn’t	draining.	A	clogged	drain	hose	and	a	faulty	drain	pump	or	valve	are	the	most	common	reasons	why	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	is	not	draining.	However,	there	are	plenty	of	other	things	that	might	alter	the	process.		But	no	worries.		In	this	article,	you’ll	go	through	the	list	of	all	possible	causes	for	the	Kenmore	dishwasher
draining	problem	and	all	solutions	to	get	this	weight	off	your	shoulders.	If	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	won’t	drain,	it	could	be	due	to	a	clogged	drain	hose,	blocked	garbage	disposal,	or	a	faulty	drain	pump.	Check	for	blockages	and	clean	the	filters	to	fix	the	issue.	If	the	problem	persists,	contact	a	professional	technician	for	assistance.	Why	your
Kenmore	Dishwasher	Won’t	Drain?	Opening	your	dishwasher	and	expecting	clean	dishes	only	to	find	standing	water	is	a	frustrating	experience.	Although	many	things	could	go	wrong,	the	issue	is	often	in	the	mechanism	responsible	for	moving	water	out	of	the	dishwasher.		1.	Drain	impeller	The	drain	impeller	is	a	small	plastic	piece	that	has	curved
blades	and	helps	to	push	the	dirty	water	through	the	drain	hose.	If	this	part	is	damaged	or	broken,	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	won	t	drain.		There	could	be	a	few	reasons	why	it	could	fail	you.	The	most	straightforward	explanation	is	the	drain	impeller	wears	and	tears	over	time.	Or	it	could	also	be	that	something	had	been	caught	in	the	impeller	and
prevented	it	from	turning	properly.	2.	Drain	pump	A	drain	pump	is	another	part	of	your	Kenmore	dishwasher	responsible	for	pumping	the	dirty	water	out	of	the	machine	and	into	your	home’s	drainage	system.	A	drain	pump	is	the	first	to	check	when	the	dishwasher	is	not	draining.	The	most	common	reason	it	fails	is	the	blockage	in	the	pump	itself.
Anything	from	food	particles	to	soap	and	grease	buildup	could	cause	the	blockage.	But	the	poor	electrical	connection	could	also	be	why	the	drain	pump	doesn’t	work	as	expected.	3.	Drain	solenoid	kit	After	the	wash	cycle,	the	drain	solenoid	is	supposed	to	open	the	drain	valve	to	drain	the	dirty	water.	If	this	part	is	faulty,	the	drain	valve	won’t	open.	And
that	is	how	your	dishwasher	ends	up	with	the	waster	stuck	in	the	machine.	Power	surge,	corrosion,	and	age	are	the	most	common	reasons	the	solenoid	kit	fails.	4.	Drain	valve	Blockage	in	the	drain	valve	is	another	issue	that	leads	to	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	not	draining.	The	drain	valve	is	located	under	the	sink	and	works	with	the	solenoid	kit,
allowing	the	water	to	drain	out	of	the	dishwasher.	Very	often,	the	valve	becomes	clogged	with	food	particles.		5.	The	wrong	type	of	detergent	You	won’t	believe	it,	but	even	something	as	simple	as	the	wrong	detergent	could	cause	your	dishwasher	draining	problem.	It	typically	happens	when	you	use	your	dishwasher	for	the	first	time.		There	are
powder	and	liquid	detergents	where	the	former	would	work	the	best	for	your	Kenmore	dishwasher.		It’s	because	liquid	detergents	can	form	a	film	on	the	inside	of	your	dishwasher,	which	causes	draining	issues	later.	The	film	clogs	the	drains	and	prevents	the	dishwasher	from	draining.		6.	Defective	pump	and	motor	assembly	The	dirty	water	is	pumped
out	through	the	drain	hose	by	the	motor	that	spins	the	impeller.	So	defective	pump	and	motor	assembly	could	be	the	other	reason	for	dishwasher	repair.		The	most	common	reason	it	fails	is	a	clog	in	the	drain	line	or	failed	bearings	and	seals.	7.	Faulty	garbage	disposer	If	your	dishwasher	is	not	new,	the	garbage	disposer	could	be	to	blame	when	the
Kenmore	dishwasher	doesn’t	drain.	When	the	water	drains,	it	is	supposed	to	flow	through	the	hose	and	into	the	disposal.		The	water	can	go	back	into	the	dishwasher	if	something	is	blocking	the	hose	or	the	connection	between	the	hose	and	the	disposal	isn’t	tight	enough.	8.	Check	the	ball	The	check	ball	is	a	small,	black	rubber	ball	near	the	check
valve	in	the	back	of	your	dishwasher.	It	has	nearly	the	same	job	as	the	check	valve	一,	preventing	water	that’s	been	drained	out	from	getting	back	into	the	dishwasher.	The	check	ball	could	be	stuck,	dislodged,	or	blocking	the	drain.	And	this	is	what	prevents	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	from	draining	water	properly.	9.	Check	the	valve	The	check
valve	operates	with	the	check	ball	to	prevent	water	from	draining	out	of	the	dishwasher.	It	is	located	on	the	drain	line	and	could	be	stuck	in	a	closed	position	or	clogged	with	food	and	debris.	10.	Drain	hose	A	drain	hose	is	a	pipe	that	connects	your	dishwasher	to	the	garbage	disposer.	As	you	might	have	guessed	already,	it	gets	clogged	with	food
particles	from	time	to	time.		A	clogged	drain	hose	prevents	water	from	flowing	through	it	properly.	11.	Water	pump	belt	As	the	name	implies,	this	is	the	black	rubber	belt	under	the	dishwasher	that	helps	to	pump	the	water	out.	If	the	water	pump	belt	breaks,	the	drain	pump	won’t	be	able	to	help	the	water	out	of	your	dishwasher.	12.	Air	gap	An	air	gap
is	another	part	of	your	dishwasher	that	could	become	clogged.	It	is	a	small	plastic	fitting	on	your	sink	and	has	a	hose	connected	to	your	dishwasher.	The	other	end	of	the	hose	goes	into	a	hole	in	the	dishwasher.	The	purpose	of	the	air	gap	is	to	allow	water	to	flow	out	of	the	dishwasher	and	keep	dirty	water	from	flowing	back	in.		13.	Faulty	timer	The
timer	not	set	to	the	correct	cycle	is	another	reason	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	won’t	drain.	The	timer	controls	how	long	the	wash	cycle	runs;	if	it	fails,	the	dishwasher	may	need	more	time	to	finish	the	cycle.	How	to	fix	a	Kenmore	Dishwasher	that	Won’t	Drain?	Such	a	huge	list	of	reasons	why	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	is	not	draining	leaves	us	with	a	not-
less	short	list	of	solutions.	You	must	mostly	clean	the	part	responsible	for	moving	the	dirty	water	out.	But	still,	some	parts	might	need	to	be	replaced.		1.	Check	the	drain	impeller		Remove	the	lower	rack	and	look	for	the	impeller	to	check	if	the	drain	impeller	is	a	problem.	If	you	find	out	it’s	broken,	you	have	to	replace	it.	It	is	easy	to	do	yourself.	
Disconnect	the	dishwasher	from	the	power	and	water.	Then	remove	the	lower	access	panel	of	your	dishwasher,	locate	the	impeller,	remove	it	and	install	a	new	one.		2.	Check	the	drain	pump	You	must	examine	the	drain	pump	to	see	if	the	drain	impeller	is	not	damaged.	First,	inspect	it	physically	and	make	sure	there	are	no	foreign	objects	like	broken
glass,	teabags,	or	debris.	If	you	find	the	blockage,	try	to	remove	it	with	pliers	or	the	plunger.	If	it	doesn’t	work,	you	might	need	to	disassemble	the	pump	and	clean	it	with	a	brush.	Besides,	check	the	wiring	diagram	for	your	dishwasher	to	ensure	it	is	not	the	electrical	connection	causing	the	drain	pump	to	fail.		However,	if	nothing	of	the	above	helps,
you	may	need	to	replace	the	drain	pump,	as	it	can’t	be	repaired.	3.	Replace	the	solenoid	kit	Before	taking	any	further	steps,	you	must	check	whether	the	solenoid	kit	has	failed	mechanically	or	electronically.	Inspect	the	solenoid	physically	for	any	damage	and	use	a	multimeter	to	check	the	solenoid	for	continuity.		You	only	need	a	screwdriver,	pliers,
and	a	new	solenoid	kit	to	replace	it.	First,	locate	an	old	solenoid	and	disconnect	it	from	your	dishwasher.	Use	pliers	to	remove	and	old	solenoid,	then	screw	the	new	one	back.	Make	sure	to	tighten	it	securely.	4.	Clean	the	drain	valve	The	first	thing	to	identify	if	the	drain	valve	is	causing	the	issue	is	to	check	if	it	is	clogged.	If	yes,	clean	it	with	a
toothbrush	or	a	small	wire.	In	case	it	doesn’t	help,	you	need	a	replacement	part.		Turn	off	the	water,	and	remove	the	hose	from	the	dishwasher	to	the	sink	first.	Once	you	see	the	drain	valve,	unscrew	the	old	one,	screw	the	new	one	and	tighten	it	securely.	After	that,	reattach	the	hose	and	turn	the	water	on.	5.	Check	the	motor	assembly.	Start	a	drain
cycle	and	listen	to	the	motor	to	determine	if	it’s	working.	When	everything	usually	runs,	check	the	drain	hose	for	any	signs	of	clogging.	However,	if	you	notice	any	unusual	sounds,	it’s	a	sign	to	replace	the	motor	assembly.	6.	Check	the	garbage	disposer	The	water	should	quickly	go	through	the	garbage	disposal.	If	it	doesn’t	happen,	it	might	be	either
clogged	or	blocked	by	something.	Make	sure	nothing	is	stopping	it.		If	you’ve	just	installed	your	dishwasher,	check	if	the	garbage	disposer	is	installed	correctly	and	if	you’ve	followed	Kenmore’s	user	manual	instructions.	Check	whether	the	knockout	plug	is	still	inside	the	disposer	to	ensure	it	is	closed	when	not	used.		7.	Examine	the	check	ball		Check
ball	is	among	the	first	things	you	should	check	when	the	Kenmore	dishwasher	won’t	drain.	To	check	it,	remove	the	dishwasher	from	the	power	source	and	look	inside	it	near	a	drain.		If	you	see	a	small	black	rubber	ball,	know	it	is	a	check	ball.	Putting	it	in	the	right	place	usually	fixes	the	problem.	8.	Replace	the	check	valve	You	either	have	to	clean	or
replace	the	check	valve	when	you	identify	it	as	the	cause	of	the	draining	issue.	First,	locate	the	valve	一	it	is	usually	located	on	the	drain	line.	Then,	clean	or	replace	it.	9.	Clean	the	drain	hose	The	drain	hose	is	one	appliance	part	that	gets	clogged	often	at	both	ends.	So	you	need	to	remove	the	entire	hose	to	clean	it.	Unscrew	the	drain	hose	from	the
garbage	disposer,	clean	it	well	with	the	brush	or	the	vacuum	cleaner	and	screw	it	back.	You	can	even	soak	it	in	vinegar	overnight.	10.	Replace	the	water	pump	belt	Replacing	the	water	pump	belt	is	so	easy	you	can	do	it	at	home.	Unplug	the	dishwasher	from	the	power	outlet	and	remove	the	lower	panel	of	the	dishwasher.	Then	remove	the	old	belt	and
place	a	new	one	there,	ensuring	it	is	tight	and	secure.	11.	Clean	the	air	gap	While	you	have	the	hose	removed,	check	if	the	air	gap	is	clogged.	Take	apart	the	air	gap	and	clean	out	any	debris	trapped	there.	After	this,	reattach	the	hose	and	screw	the	air	gap	back.	12.	Fix	the	faulty	timer	The	first	thing	is	to	check	if	the	timer	is	even	turned	on.	Set	it	for
a	longer	cycle	to	check	if	that	solves	the	issue.	If	not,	then	apparently,	you	need	to	replace	the	timer.	Remove	the	control	panel,	unscrew	the	old	timer,	and	screw	in	the	new	one.	Adrian	is	an	ISCET	licensed	professional	that	has	completed	the	National	Appliance	Service	Technician	Certification	Exam	and	has	the	expertise	to	diagnose	and	repair	any
appliance.	He	is	well-versed	in	the	latest	technologies	and	techniques	and	is	always	up-to-date	on	the	latest	industry	standards.	kenmore	elite	dishwasher	model	665	not	draining	No	one	likes	to	wake	up	to	a	dishwasher	with	a	water	puddle	at	the	bottom.	It	happens	when	the	dishwasher	is	not	draining	out	water	after	cleaning.	In	the	majority	of	cases,
this	issue	is	caused	by	minor	reasons	that	you	can	fix	at	home.	So,	if	your	Kenmore	Elite	dishwasher	model	665	is	not	draining,	we	have	the	solutions	listed	for	you!	How	to	Solve	Kenmore	Elite	Dishwasher	Model	665	Not	Draining?	1.	Drain	Impellers	The	drain	impeller	in	a	dishwasher	is	responsible	for	pushing	water	through	the	drain	hose.	Then,	the
water	is	pushed	to	the	garbage	disposer.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	drain	impeller	is	broken,	the	water	won’t	pass	to	the	disposer	and	result	in	water	puddles	at	the	bottom.	2.	Drain	Pump	The	drain	pump	is	basically	a	combination	of	drain	impeller	and	drain	hose	(yes,	exactly	how	the	water	is	pushed	to	the	garbage	disposer).	When	the	drain	pump
stops	working,	the	water	won’t	drain	out.	For	this	reason,	you	have	to	utilize	your	multi-meter	as	it	helps	check	the	continuity.	If	there	is	no	continuity,	the	drain	pump	won’t	work	and	won’t	have	the	power	to	operate.	To	fix	this	issue,	replace	the	drain	pump	and	get	it	done	by	a	professional.	3.	Solenoid	Kit	In	particular,	we	are	talking	about	the	drain
solenoid	kit.	It	is	responsible	for	opening	the	drain	valve	to	allow	water	exiting	from	the	dishwasher.	When	the	solenoid	kit	fails	to	operate,	the	valve	won’t	open,	and	water	won’t	rush	out	of	the	dishwasher.	If	the	solenoid	kit	is	at	fault,	it	must	be	replaced	immediately	to	get	the	dishwasher	back	to	normal	operations.	4.	Drain	Valve	If	you	use	your
dishwasher	regularly,	there	are	higher	chances	that	the	drain	valve	is	clogged.	This	is	because	it	can	get	clogged	with	dust	and	debris.	So,	to	ensure	proper	water	flow	through	the	dishwasher’s	drain	valve,	clean	it	up.	When	the	drain	valve	is	clear	from	debris,	the	water	will	go	out	and	ensure	seamless	draining.	5.	Motor	&	Pump	Assembly	The	motor
assembly	is	designed	to	operate	an	impeller	to	drain	water	out	through	the	drain	hose.	If	the	motor	is	running	the	drain	cycle,	you	have	to	check	the	drain	line	for	blockage.	On	the	contrary,	if	the	motor	is	unable	to	run	the	drain	cycle,	the	assembly	is	worn	out	and	needs	to	be	replaced	to	resume	draining.	6.	Garbage	Disposer	If	you	have	recently
installed	the	garbage	disposer	and	it	has	stopped	draining,	there	are	chances	that	the	drain	plug	isn’t	properly	removed.	The	disposers	are	designed	with	plug,	and	it	needs	to	be	removed	to	get	the	water	draining	out.	Also,	don’t	forget	to	clean	the	garbage	disposer	regularly	because	clogging	is	normal.	7.	The	Check	Ball	If	you	aren’t	aware,	the	check
ball	is	designed	into	the	check	valve	that	prevents	the	water	from	returning	to	the	dishwasher	when	it	has	drained	the	water	once.	In	case	the	check	ball	is	stuck,	the	water	won’t	be	drained	out.	So,	the	solution	is	to	free	up	the	check	ball.	However,	if	you	are	unable	to	free	it	on	your	own,	call	a	dishwasher	technician.


