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iOS 18 Welcome Whats new in iOS 18 Work with text and graphics Compass Get music, movies, and TV shows Get ringtones Manage purchases and settings Get started with Photos View photos and videos See photo and video information Find your photos and videos Customize the Photos app Filter and sort the photo library Back up and sync your
photos with iCloud Delete or hide photos and videos Search for photos and videos Get wallpaper suggestions Watch and personalize memories Make stickers from your photos Duplicate and copy photos and videos Merge duplicate photos and videos Import and export photos and videos Print photos Shortcuts Tips Use iPhone with iPad, Mac, and
Windows devices Restart, update, reset, and restore Safety, handling, and support Copyright and trademarks You can customize app icons and widgets on the Home Screen by changing their color, adding a tint, making them larger or smaller, and removing the app name. Helpful? Thanks for your feedback. (Image credit: Future)iOS 18 has brought a
bunch of great features to the iPhone, from surfing without distractions with Safari Reader, to protecting your apps with Face ID. Knowing how to change the color of app icons in iOS 18, means you have another way of putting your own stamp on your iPhones home screens. Youll have greater control over how your device looks and youll be able to
go beyond merely changing the wallpaper.With iOS 18, you can change the color of all your app icons to match your iPhone's home screen background. This feature allows you to create a cohesive look across your device. The customization options are extensive, limited only by your creativity. Whether you prefer a monochromatic theme or a vibrant
color scheme, iOS 18 gives you the tools to personalize your iPhone's appearance like never before.And if you wish you could go a little further, such learning how to make custom iPhone widgets and app icons.These can be custom tinted using the method were about to describe, too. So lets get stuck in and discover how to change the color of app
icons in iOS 18.You may like (Image: Future)First of all, enter the jiggle mode just long-press on the background of one of your Home Screens.(Image: Future)Now tap edit which you will find in the top-left corner of the screen and select Customize from the menu.(Image: Future)You will see there are two tabs: small and large. Select small if you want
the icons to remain the standard size otherwise tap Large to make the icons appear larger (if you do this, the app names will disappear).(Image: Future)In either case, you can select Dark, in which case the icons will always be dark irrespective of whether youre using Light or Dark mode. Or you can select Light and this means the icons will always be
light. (Choose Automatic if you want the standard look and for iOS 18 to make the switch for you, depending on the mode).If you select Tinted, however, you will see that your screen takes on a very different look and here is where you can exert greater control.(Image: Future)When you select Tinted, you can move the top slider to select the base color
of your icon. You can then move the bottom slider to choose the colors intensity. The icons will change color in real-time so you can make fine adjustments and know exactly how it will look.(Image: Future)If there is a color in the background that you want to match, you can select the eyeliner tool (which is the icon in the top-right corner of the
window). Press, hold and move the crosshair to find the color to match and let go to select it.And there you go. You now know how to change the color of app icons in iOS 18 but there are other ways to make your iOS screen feel unique. You can learn how to customize your iPhones Control Center in iOS 18 and discover how to resize Control Center
widgets. Its also possible to find out how to customize the look of the lock screen too.Today's best Apple iPhone 15 Pro and Apple iPhone 15 Pro Max dealsGet instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips. Learn how to customize your iPhone and iPad Home Screen by changing the color and aesthetic of your app
icons.iOS 18 and iPadOS 18 allow you to radically transform the appearance of app icons on your Home Screen and App Library. You can make the normal app icons darker or wash out the original colors and superimpose a chosen tint. You can even use the dominant color of your wallpaper and add that to all the app icons!In addition to reducing eye
strain in dark environments, these new app customizations are also a delight for those who want to give their Home Screen a distinct look like no other.Customize the color of app icons on iPhone and iPad1) Touch and hold an empty spot on your Home Screen until all apps start jiggling. You can also touch and hold an app icon and choose Edit Home
Screen.2) Tap the Edit button from the upper left corner of the screen and choose Customize.3) A dock-like pane will appear at the bottom of the screen.From here, you can do one of the following:Light: This will keep all your app icons and widgets in their normal appearance, irrespective of whether your device is in Dark Mode or Light Mode.Dark: If
you select this option, supported app icons and widgets will get a dark appearance. Note that not all apps honor this yet, as evident from the screenshot below. Developers have the option to support a dark look for their apps icon.Automatic: Select this option if you want app icons and widgets to change to Dark and Light Modes, depending on which
mode your iPhone or iPad is in.Tinted: If you want to remove all pop colors, tap Tinted and drag the sliders to add a desired color to all your app icons. The top slider allows you to pick a tint, while the bottom one is for adjusting its intensity. If you drag the bottom slider all the way to the right (left in initial versions of iOS 18), it will make your app
icons black & white.In addition to selecting a color from the slider, you can tap the color picker tool and then drag it over one of the spots on your wallpaper to match the app icons to that color.Furthermore, you can tap the sun icon on the left side and settle for a dark or light appearance.Note that the Tinted look may remove some visual clues from
your app icons and widgets. For instance, all colored stars (representing the color of your calendars) in the Calendar widget appear white in Tinted mode.Tinted may also make the text barely legible, as evidenced by my bank apps widget.Do you like this change in iOS 18?Which option are you going to use the most? As of now, its Automatic for me.
But I can totally see people who use their devices late at night settle for a red-tinted look.Also new in iOS 18: Tags Home screen How to iOS 18 iPad iPadOS 18 iPhone Tutorial For more than a decade, its taken jailbreaking or other workarounds to customize iPhone apps with a unique look. Now, iOS 18 includes the ability to change iPhone app colors
and more natively. Heres how it works. Apple started offering more customization with iOS 14 in 2020 as it introduced the first widgets. And every year since, weve been getting more flexibility. Now iOS 18 is here and it brings the ability to natively change iPhone app colors, not just between light and dark icons, but also custom colors. Make sure
youre running iOS 18 on your iPhone From the Home Screen, press and hold in an empty area Tap Edit in the top left corner Now pick Customize Choose between Automatic, Dark, Light, and Tinted You can also pick between small (default) and large app icons Choosing tinted lets you change all iPhone app colors to a single choice A few things to
keep in mind. You can only choose to apply the app color change to all apps with this process, not individual ones. Changing the color of all apps with the tinting feature in iOS 18 does apply to both first and third-party apps. If you see some third-party apps dont change with the dark mode option, it may take an update from that developer to adopt
support. Heres how it looks to change iPhone app colors and play with theming: On the left is dark, middle is dark plus large icons, and the right is a green-tinted theme: When picking the large icons from the customize menu, iOS 18 removes the app titles. If you like the idea of using both dark and light based on time of day, pick Automatic. If you
want to use a color from your wallpaper, tap the eyedropper tool just above Tinted in the Customize menu. What do you think about the new customization for app color? Share your thoughts in the comments! Top image via Apple More on iOS 18: FTC: We use income earning auto affiliate links. More. Image: Apple With iOS 18, Apple is giving us
unprecedented (for Apple) control over the layout of our home screens. A big part of that is customizable icon colors. Thats right, icons can have separate light and dark mode coloring, and you can even force all your app icons to use a custom tint. Heres how it works. To change the appearance of an icon, start with a long press on your home screen
in an area where there is no app icon for a couple of seconds. Your apps will jiggle and show a (-) remove button in the upper left corner of each icon. This is your home screen edit mode where you can easily move or remove app icons and widgets. Foundry Tap the Edit button in the upper left. A popup menu will show Add Widget and Customize.
Select Customize. At the bottom of the screen, youll see app and widget controls. You can change between small or large icons (with no labels), and choose how they appear: Automatic: Switch between Light and Dark mode to match whatever mode your iPhone is in. Helpful for those whose iPhone is set to go to dark mode at sundown, for instance.
Dark: Force dark mode icons at all times. Light: Force light mode icons at all times. Tinted: Choose a custom tint to override the color of all your apps and widgets. This does not need developer support. Foundry Dark mode icons are not necessarily supported by all appsdevelopers have to make use of a new API to define a dark mode icon. It will work
on all of Apples apps, and its likely that many third-party apps will be updated to include a dark mode icon once iOS 18 is released. If you select a mode and dont like it, just go back to this menu and select another one. Also read: You might also like Youve successfully subscribed to All Things How Welcome back! Youve successfully signed in. Great!
Youve successfully signed up. Success! Your email is updated. Your link has expired Success! Check your email for magic link to sign-in. Your Home Screen is more customizable than ever before. The latest software updates from Apple now allow you to change the color and size of your app icons to better match your personal aesthetic. Heres how to
customize app icons on your iPhone. Why Youll Love This Tip: Personalize the apps on your Home Screen to match the wallpaper. Switch between dark and light icons depending on the time of day. How To Customize App Icons in iOS 18 This tip works on iPhones running iOS 18 or later. Find out how to update to the latest version of iOS. Customizing
app icons used to be complicated, requiring you to use the Shortcuts app and do them one app at a time. With iOS 18, it just takes a few taps! So how do you change app icons? Heres how to change the color scheme of the app icons and widgets on your Home Screens: Tap and hold an empty space on your Home Screen until your icons wiggle,
indicating that you are in editing mode. Tap Edit. Select Customize. Here you can pick between Automatic, Dark, Light, and Tinted. Automatic is the default setting and will change your icons from light or dark based on whether your iPhone uses Dark or Light mode. Dark simply changes all of your compatible app icons to a dark tone, regardless of
your system theme. Light changes all of your compatible app icons to a light tone, regardless of your system theme. The option that lets you pick custom colors is Tinted. The first time you do this, it will automatically pick a color scheme that matches your wallpaper. You can also customize it by using the sliders to change the color and shade. You can
also use the eyedropper to pick a color from your background to find an exact match. If you tap on the sun icon you can pick between a lighter look or a darker look. If you select Large, you will see larger app icons and no text underneath them. If you select Small, you will see the default-sized icons with the app names underneath them. To finalize
your selections, just tap outside of the editing menu. Your selections will also apply to widgets, including your Photos widget (so your photos will appear tinted). The color scheme you pick will not only apply to the apps and widgets on your Home Screen Pages but also to your App Library and the Today View. Keep in mind that some third-party apps
have their own customization settings and wont change based on the settings you change above. Thats how to change app icon colors on iOS 18. After playing around with various shades and colors, I ended up switching back to my regular Light Home Screen. Even though the duotone colors are calming, I enjoy having a bright colorful Home Screen
too much to use this new feature. I do enjoy the larger app icons with no visible app names. Im hoping that Apple makes it possible to swipe between Home Screen styles the same way you can swipe between Lock Screens, and have them connected to Focus modes. That way, I could set up a duotone Tinted Home Screen for certain situations. If This
Tip Helped, You'll Love Our Daily Tip Newsletter Every day, we send useful tips with screenshots and step-by-step instructions to over 600,000 subscribers for free. You'll be surprised what your Apple devices can really do. Rhett Intriago is a Feature Writer at iPhone Life, offering his expertise in all things iPhone, Apple Watch, and AirPods. He enjoys
writing on topics related to maintaining privacy in a digital world, as well as iPhone security. Hes been a tech enthusiast all his life, with experiences ranging from jailbreaking his iPhone to building his own gaming PC. Despite his disdain for the beach, Rhett is based in Florida. In his free time, he enjoys playing the latest games, spoiling his cats, or
discovering new places with his wife, Kyla. Learn about Rhett How-To iPhone Home Screen Customization & Personalization iOS 18 iPadOS 18 Apple has released iOS 18 to the masses, with the biggest feature of the update being Apple Intelligence. But the update also includes new customization tools, such as the long-awaited ability to change the
appearance of icons on the home screen. Home screen customization isn't entirely new to the iPhone, though iOS 18 builds upon it in pretty exciting ways including the ability to change the color of your app icons. It adds a level of personalization not previously available on the iPhone, and it's a lot of fun to play with. Here's how it works.There are
two ways you can adjust the appearance of icons in iOS 18. First, you can enable the icons to automatically adjust their appearance based on the time of day. Additionally, you can add colorful tints to the icons to match your style or mood. Step 1: To enter Edit mode in iOS 18, press and hold on an empty area on your iPhone home screen until the
icons begin to jiggle. Step 2: Next, choose the Edit icon from the top-left corner. Step 3: Choose Customize from the Edit menu. Bryan M. Wolfe / Digital Trends Step 4: To adjust the colors of the icons to match the time of day, tap Automatic. Step 5: You can also select Dark so the icons are dark all the time, or Light so they remain lightly colored 24/7.
Bryan M. Wolfe / Digital Trends Step 6: There's also a Tinted option located next to Automatic, Dark, and Light. Tap on it to adjust the tint color for your app icons. You can use a slider to select the specific color and another one to adjust the intensity of the tint. Bryan M. Wolfe / Digital Trends Step 7: You can also use the eyedropper icon to adjust the
colors of your iPhone icons to match a color on the existing background. Bryan M. Wolfe / Digital Trends Step 8: One additional way to customize your iPhone home screen in iOS 18 is by making the icons larger. You can do this by once again going into the new edit mode. From here, toggle Large. As you can see, by doing so the icons on the home
screen get larger and the words beneath them are removed. Select Small to return the icons to their regular size. Bryan M. Wolfe / Digital Trends And that's it! iOS 18's app icon customization tools may not be as exhaustive as what you'll find on an Android phone, but it does add another fun element to home screen customization. And now, you know
how it works. Bryan M. Wolfe has over a decade of experience as a technology writer. He writes about mobile. Tech YouTuber Zack Nelson -- he of the popular JerryRigEverything channel -- recently mused about whether folks would spend less time on their smartphones if the display were much smaller. He revealed how he once tried to reduce his
own smartphone use with Samsungs Z Flip 5, but soon realized that because he did so much of his work on a smartphone, trying to use a smaller screen the whole time just turned out to be a hassle. In his latest video, Nelson pondered whether a tiny iPhone would be popular with people wanting to cut down on screen time. He then produces a 3.8-
inch iPhone Ultra Mini, which is in fact a $59 Android phone made to look like the latest iPhone -- only its much, much smaller. Read more Can you believe that the first iPhone launched exactly 18 years ago on June 29? Do you remember what you were doing that day? Oh hang on, maybe you werent even born then.The late Steve Jobs, then Apples
CEO, had unveiled the revolutionary smartphone five months earlier, in January 2007. In the intervening months, the company created enough hype to encourage hordes of people to descend upon Apple Stores in the U.S. and beyond to purchase the device that was to truly transform the fortunes of the California-based tech company. Read more
Apple loyalists will finally get a taste of what a foldable iPhone feels like, in 2026. Or at least thats what sources like Bloomberg and analyst Ming-Chi Kuo have been hyping up for a while now. Of course, Apple is late to the party roughly seven years but the hype is insanely high for a couple of reasons.Apple has reportedly managed to eliminate the
crease on the inner folding screen, achieving a near-seamless flat look. Second, Apple is said to have fortified the hinge mechanism, a crucial weakness of foldable phones that leads to nasty unfolding problems and expensive repairs. Read more Open Shortcuts app > tap plus (+) sign >Add Action > follow the prompts.You're limited to a particular set
of colors, but you can choose a glyph to change things up a little.You can change the color of your App icons without having to install themes or other third-party apps. This article covers how to change the color of your app icons using the Shortcuts app on iPhones running iOS 14. If you want to customize your iPhone Home screen, you can do more
than just set a favorite picture as the background image. You can also create custom-colored app icons that display your style. For example, if you're more the minimalist type, then recoloring your app icons to make them match your Home screen will feel like zen. It's easy to do using the Shortcuts app.Before you begin the process to customize your
app icons, make sure your iPhone is updated to the most current version of iOS 14 available. Open the Shortcut app.On newer versions of the iPhone, this app is probably already installed. However, on older iPhones, you may need to download it from the Apple App Store. In the top right corner of the app, tap the Plus (+) sign. On the New Shortcut
screen, tap Add Action. Search for Open app and the tap it in the search search results. On the New Shortcut page, tap Choose. On the Choose App page, scroll through and find the app whose icon you want to change. In this example, the app is Photos. Alternatively, you can type the app's name in the Search Apps search bar at the top of the page
and then choose the app from the list of results. You'll return to the New Shortcut page, and the name of the app will appear in place of where you tapped Choose before. Tap the three-dot menu at the top of the page. On the details page, change the name of the app. Just tap in the Shortcut Name field and type something new.Make the new name
something you recognize as associated with the app when you select it. Then, tap the icon beside the app name on the Details screen. It opens a selection page to choose the icon you would like to use for the app and the color you would like displayed. First, tap Color and then select the color you would like the icon to be. Then tap Glyph and choose
the symbol you would like displayed on your app icon. There is no option to have no glyph displayed, so choose the closest match you can find. When you've made these selections, tap Done. You're returned to the Details page. Tap Add to Home Screen. You'll be taken to a preview page where you can see what your app icon will look like. Tap Add.
Then you're returned to the Details page, and brief confirmation will appear on the page. You can exit out of the Shortcuts app now and find your new app icon on your Home Screen. Now you can repeat this process for all the icons for which you want to create custom colors. Unfortunately, however, you're limited to only the colors that are on the
menu. You cannot create custom colors for the icons. FAQThe simplest way to coordinate your app icon colors is to group similar colors together (red with red, green with green, etc.). If an icon uses multiple colors, sort it with whichever color appears the most prominently.Tap and hold the Home screen until the icons shake, then select the Plus (+)
icon in the top-left. Choose an app from the list, then scroll through the available icon options and pick the one you want. Select Add Widget to add the app as a new widget icon on your Home screen.The process of changing your Android apps' colors may differ slightly depending on which OS version you're using. Some developers have built-in icon
customization options, but for other apps, you'll have to adjust the icons manually.Thanks for letting us know!Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every DaySubscribeTell us why! Although Android users have been laughing over the new app customization features added to Apples latest iOS 18 update, they really are a big deal for iPhone users. With
the new app customization features, iOS 18 users can now customize their iPhone Home Screens however they like by placing app icons anywhere on the screen, making them light/dark, and even adding tint colors to match their wallpapers. So, if you were looking for an in-depth guide on how to customize app icons on the iPhone with Apples latest
iOS 18 update, this is it. In this article, we have discussed all the new app icon customization features in detail and shown how you can customize your iPhone Home Screen to make it truly yours. Check out the following sections for all the details! Apple has been adding new customization features to its iOS platform with each new iteration. The
Cupertino giant added the ability to highly customize the Lock Screen on the iPhone with iOS 15. However, when it came to the customization features on the iPhone Home Screen, they were limited. Users have been demanding new customization features for the iPhone Home Screen for ages. It is mainly because the iPhone Home Screen looked
more or less the same for all users as the app icon layout was the same for all users. However, with the latest iOS 18 update, Apple added some significant Home Screen customization features for users to make their iPhone Home Screens unique and different from others. For starters, they can now place app icons anywhere on the Home Screen. So,
no more worrying about the app icons flying away to the top of the Home Screen when trying to place them at the bottom. Now, when it comes to customizing the layout of the app icons on the iPhone Home Screen, it is as easy as a Sunday morning. You can simply tap and hold a blank area on the Home Screen to enter the Jiggle Mode, take one or
multiple app icons, and place them literally anywhere on the screen. When you release the app icon(s) on the Home Screen, they will no longer fly away to the top of the Home Screen. When you are satisfied with the placement of the app icons on your iPhone Home Screen, you can tap the Done button at the top-right edge of the screen or swipe up
from the bottom of the screen to save the changes. This way, you can create unique layouts with the app icons on your iPhone Home Screen that would be unique to your iOS device. So now, no two iPhone Home Screens will look the same, thanks to iOS 18. Apart from letting users place app icons anywhere on the Home Screen, Apples latest iOS 18
update also adds app icon customization for the first time for iPhone users. Now, you can change the colors of the app icons on your iPhone Home Screen and make them dark, light, or any color of your choice. So, follow the steps right below to learn how to change the app icon colors on your iPhone and personalize the Home Screen just the way you
like it: 1. On the Home Screen, tap and hold a blank area to enter the Jiggle Mode. 2. At the top left corner of the screen, you will now find a new Edit button. 3. Tap this Edit button to access the context menu and tap the Customise button there. 4. Now, you will find a new app icon-customization Ul pop-up from the bottom of the screen. 5. From here,
you can make the app icons small or large with the provided buttons. Continue to the following section to learn how you can change the color of the app icons on your iPhone Home Screen. Now, if you set the app icon colors to the Automatic option, they will follow the system theme of your device. This essentially means that when your iPhone is in
the Light mode, the app icons would follow the same theme, and when your device is in the Dark mode, they will automatically change to the dark color scheme to match your device theme. If you want to set a specific theme color (Dark/Light) for the app icons, you can use the Dark or Light button to set it. This way, the app icons will be set to either
the Light theme or the Dark theme, regardless of your device theme. Now, coming to the Tinted option, this will let you add a tint layer to the app icons of your iPhone Home Screen. By default, the tint color will match the current wallpaper of your device. However, you can set it to any color you want with the additional color and saturation sliders
provided below. You can even tap the color-picker button to choose a specific color from your current wallpaper and set it as the tint color for the app icons. Once you are done customizing the app icon color of your iPhone Home Screen, you can simply tap a blank area or swipe up from the bottom to save your changes. So, this way, you can change
the app icon color on your iPhone Home Screen with iOS 18.Driver Updater - Update Drivers Automatically Now, an important thing you should keep in mind is that the Light and Dark app icon colors are currently only available to the system app icons such as Settings, Apple Maps, Photos, Camera, Messages, FaceTime, Safari, and others. So, if you
set any of these two as the app icon theme on your iPhone, it will not apply to third-party applications. However, they will start applying to third-party apps once app developers start updating their applications in the future. On the other hand, if you opt for the Tinted app icon option on your iPhone Home Screen, this will apply the selected tint color
to all the app icons and widgets on your device. However, it is worth mentioning that some of the tint colors may not bode well with certain app icons and widgets and make them unreadable or outright unattractive! Update Drivers Fix Your PC Apples latest iOS 18 update will be available for all users with iPhone XR or later models. So, if you are
using any of the latest iPhone models like iPhone 15, iPhone 14, iPhone 13, or iPhone 12, you will get the iOS 18 update on your device once it gets released for the public this fall. Although the ability to customize app icons on the iPhone is not available on iOS 17 or previous versions, Apple added it with its latest iOS 18 update. So, when/if you get
the iOS 18 update on your iPhone, you will be able to customize the app icons on your iPhone Home Screen. With the new app icon customization features on iOS 18, users can make the app icons light, dark, or tinted on their iPhone Home Screens. So, if you are running the iOS 18 update on your device, open the new Customize UI for app icons on
your device and set the app icon color to the Dark option to make them dark. Update Drivers Fix Your PC So, there you have it, folks! This was our comprehensive guide on how to customize app icons on the iPhone with the latest iOS 18 update. The new Home Screen customization features in the latest iOS iteration will change the look of every
iPhone UI out there, making them unique to user preferences. Moreover, the fact that iPhones are now becoming at par with Android devices in terms of customization features will draw more Android users to the Apple ecosystem. We hope this article helped you learn the ways to customize your iPhone Home Screen with iOS 18s latest Home Screen
customization features. If it did, dont forget to let us know in the comments below. Also, if you are running the latest iOS 18 update on your iPhone, you can check out our other guides on Control Center customization features, text effects in Messages, new Calculator features, and new accessibility features via the provided links. As always, thank you
for reading this article till the very end. Share this with your fellow iOS nerds, and we will see you again in our next guide!
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