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Examples	of	script

In	this	post,	we've	curated	just	for	you	three	screenplay	examples	from	each	of	the	five	major	genres:	drama,	comedy,	action/adventure,	thriller	and	horror	Each	screenplay	example	listed	below	comes	in	a	PDF	for	easy	download	and	has	been	carefully	chosen	by	us	to	represent	one	of	the	best	examples	of	a	script	in	that	genre.	Study	them,	absorb
their	storytelling	techniques,	soak	in	how	the	writer	gets	you	to	visualize	what's	on	the	page	and	apply	what	you	learn	to	your	own	screenplays.	Click	to	tweet	this	post.		3	drama	screenplays.	Boogie	Nights.	screenplay	by	Paul	Thomas	Anderson.	This	script	was	somewhat	controversial…	Mark	Wahlberg	originally	didn't	want	the	role,	after	seeing	how
Showgirls	had	tanked.	He	changed	his	mind	after	reading	the	screenplay.	William	H.	Macy’s	agent	didn’t	want	him	to	take	the	part.	Macy	read	the	script,	loved	it,	and	immediately	signed	up.	Burt	Reynolds	did	the	same	but	later	regretted	it	and	fired	his	agent	for	recommending	the	role	to	him.	Forrest	Gump.	screenplay	by	Eric	Roth	/	based	on	the
novel	by	Winston	Groom.	Whatever	you	may	think	of	the	movie,	Roth	is	one	of	our	generation's	greatest	screenwriters	and	this	script	doesn’t	disappoint.	Just	take	a	look	at	this	gem	of	a	line	from	the	opening	page:	“And	we	see	a	Man,	sitting	on	a	Bus	bench,	reach	to	pick	it	up.	In	his	forties,	he	looks	like	he	smells	like	fish.”	Her.	screenplay	by	Spike
Jonze.	A	lonely	middle-aged	guy	falls	in	love	with	a	Siri-like	operating	system	in	the	near	future.	Once	Jonze	had	this	great	idea,	the	script	must	have	more	or	less	written	itself.	Although	it	is	an	updated	and	expanded	version	of	his	2010	short,	I’m	Here	which	is	also	well	worth	reading/watching.	3	comedy	screenplays.	The	Disaster	Artist.	screenplay
by	Scott	Neustadter	&	Michael	H.	Weber	/	based	on	the	novel	by	Greg	Sestero	and	Tom	Bissell.	Since	their	2009	breakout	script,	(500)	Days	of	Summer,	Neustadter	and	Weber	have	focused	more	on	book	adaptations	and	this	one	is	the	best	of	the	bunch.	The	script	tells	the	true	story	of	Greg	Sestero’s	friendship	with	the	weird	and	wonderful	Tommy
Wiseau	and	their	attempts	to	make	it	in	Hollywood.	Anyone	who’s	writing	a	script	from	a	novel	should	compare	both	for	a	masterclass	in	adaptation.	Election.	screenplay	by	Alexander	Payne	&	Jim	Taylor	/	based	on	the	novel	by	Rex	Pickett.	Behind	Sideways	this	is	probably	Payne	and	Taylor's	greatest	screenplay.	Writing	comedy	is	all	about	making
your	protagonist	make	the	wrong	choices	due	to	their	flaw,	which	is	something	lead	character,	Jim,	does	over	and	over	while	battling	his	antagonist,	Tracy	Flick.	One	of	the	very	best	comedy	screenplay	examples	you'll	find.	The	Way,	Way	Back.	screenplay	by	Nat	Faxon	and	Jim	Rash.	This	fantastic	comedy/drama	script	made	it	onto	the	Black	List	six
years	before	being	released	as	a	movie	in	2013.	The	inspiration	behind	the	whole	script	came	from	an	incident	in	real	life—a	conversation	writer,	Jim	Rash,	had	with	his	own	stepfather	as	portrayed	in	that	soul-crushing	opening	scene.	3	action/adventure	screenplay	examples.	300.	screenplay	by	Michael	Gordon,	Zack	Snyder	and	Kurt	Johnstad.	Many
aspiring	screenwriters	get	stuck	wondering	how	to	write	a	fight	scene.	Well,	here’s	the	answer.	With	a	body-count	of	585,	there’s	much	to	learn	in	this	script	on	how	to	write	action	sequences,	hand-to-hand	combat	and	epic	battle	scenes.	A	must-read	for	any	budding	Action/Adventure	writers	out	there.	Aliens.	screenplay	by	James	Cameron.	The	sequel
that	took	Alien	into	action/adventure	territory	and	away	from	its	horror	beginnings.	Walter	Hill	only	contributed	to	the	story	on	this	one,	not	the	screenplay,	so	it's	missing	his	vertical	writing	style.	It's	essential	reading	if	you	want	to	master	self-contained	action	sequences.	Inglorious	Basterds.	screenplay	by	Quentin	Tarantino.	Whatever	you	do,	don’t
follow	the	method	Tarantino	adopted	while	writing	this	script.	It	took	him	over	a	decade	to	squeeze	this	thing	out.	As	he	admitted,	he	became	“too	precious	about	the	page,”	convinced	the	script	was	his	magnum	opus.	As	a	famous	writer/director,	Tarantino	could	afford	to	write	like	this.	Aspiring	writers,	of	course,	are	much	better	off	adopting	a	much
more	disciplined,	even	machine-like	approach.	3	thriller	screenplays.	Flightplan.	screenplay	by	Peter	Dowling,	Larry	Cohen,	Terry	Hayes	and	Billy	Ray.	Writing	a	limited	location,	self-contained	thriller	script	is	often	advised	as	a	way	to	break	into	the	industry.	That's	exactly	what	Dowling	did	with	this	spin	on	the	classic	"loved	one	suddenly	goes
missing"	tale,	found	in	movies	such	as	The	Lady	Vanishes,	Frantic,	and	The	Vanishing.	Pulp	Fiction.	screenplay	by	Quentin	Tarantino	and	Roger	Avary.	“It	is	impossible	to	tell	where	the	Young	Woman	is	from	or	how	old	she	is;	everything	she	does	contradicts	something	she	did.	The	boy	and	girl	sit	in	a	booth.	Their	dialogue	is	to	be	said	in	a	rapid-pace
‘HIS	GIRL	FRIDAY’	fashion.”	If	you	haven’t	already	read	what	is	perhaps	the	most	celebrated	screenplay	of	the	modern	era,	you’re	in	for	a	treat.	Shutter	Island.	screenplay	by	Laeta	Kalogridis	/	based	on	the	novel	by	Dennis	Lehane.	When	talking	about	Shutter	Island,	Kalogridis	really	extolls	the	virtues	of	outlining.	“I	started	this	extensive	outlining
process	when	I	was	working	for	Jim	Cameron…	I	found	once	I’d	done	it,	it	was	hugely	helpful.	It’s	almost	like	doing	an	abbreviated	first	draft.”	We	agree.	Especially	for	a	twisty	thriller	like	this	in	which	every	beat	and	reversal	must	be	meticulously	tracked.	3	horror	screenplays.	Let	Me	In.	screenplay	by	Matt	Reeves	/	based	on	the	novel	by	John	Ajvide
Lindqvist.	As	a	writer,	it’s	important	to	have	a	strong	emotional	connection	to	your	work	and	screenwriter,	Matt	Reeves,	had	just	that	with	this	modern	vampire	tale.	As	he	said	in	an	interview,	“I	wrote	Lindqvist	and	told	him	that	it	wasn't	just	that	I	was	drawn	to	the	story	because	it	was	a	brilliant	genre	story—which	it	is—but	also	because	of	the
personal	aspect	of	it.	It	really	reminds	me	of	my	childhood.”	A	Quiet	Place.	screenplay	by	Scott	Beck	and	Bryan	Woods.		This	script	was	written	by	childhood	friends/co-writing	team,	Bryan	Woods	and	Scott	Beck,	and	was	their	third	major	project	together.	After	being	named	as	one	of	the	top	10	scripts	of	the	year	on	Tracking	Board's	2017	Hit	List,	it
was	purchased	by	Paramount	and	rewritten	with	John	Krasinski.	Us.	screenplay	by	Jordan	Peele	While	writing	this	script,	Peele	wanted	to	make	sure	people	weren’t	confused	by	the	genre,	as	they	had	been	with	his	previous	movie,	Get	Out,	and	write	a	full-on	horror	film.	Hence,	inspiration	came	from	old	and	new	classics	of	the	genre,	such	as	The
Shining,	The	Sixth	Sense,	Let	the	Right	One	In,	The	Babadook	and	It	Follows.	Click	to	tweet	this	post.		Screenplay	examples:	conclusion.		You	may	also	have	heard	that	reading	screenplays	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	learn	how	to	write.	It's	true.	Don't	just	check	out	these	screenplay	examples	and	then	leave	it.	Keep	reading	as	many	scripts	as	you	can.
Start	with	our	list	of	the	50	best	screenplays	to	read	and	aim	to	read	at	least	one	new	script	a	week.	After	just	a	couple	of	months,	you'll	already	have	a	much	greater	command	of	the	craft	of	screenwriting	than	before	you	started.	Enjoyed	this	post?	Read	more	screenplay	examples...	50	of	the	Best	Screenplays	to	Read	and	Download	in	Every	Genre	50
of	the	Best	TV	Scripts	to	Download	and	Study	to	Improve	Your	Writing	20	Best	Comedy	Scripts	to	Read	and	Download	For	Free	[©	Photo	credits:	Pexels	/	Unsplash]	A	screenplay	is	the	industry	standard	document	that	serves	as	the	foundation	for	a	film.	Understanding	how	to	write	a	film	script	involves	mastering	structure,	screenplay	format,	and
storytelling	techniques.	Proper	film	script	format	helps	ensure	that	a	screenplay	is	easy	to	read	and	execute	during	production.	For	those	learning	how	to	write	a	script,	knowing	proper	screenplay	structure	is	crucial.	A	movie	script	length	typically	ranges	from	70	to	120	pages,	with	most	feature	films	averaging	around	110	pages.	This	length	is	crucial
because	one	page	of	script	format	equals	roughly	one	minute	of	screen	time.	A	strong	grasp	of	movie	script	format	helps	ensure	your	screenplay	is	production-ready.Understanding	how	to	write	a	screenplay	goes	beyond	just	length—it’s	about	mastering	the	structure,	formatting,	and	visual	storytelling	that	makes	a	script	effective.	In	this	guide,	we’ll
break	down	scriptwriting	step	by	step,	ensuring	you	grasp	the	movie	script	format	and	essential	screenplay	elements	like	scene	headings	plot	points,	and	how	to	format	dialogue	and	action	lines	correctly.How	To	Format	a	ScreenplayMovie	script	formatting	guideTo	format	a	screenplay	correctly,	follow	industry	standards	that	ensure	clarity	and
readability.	Every	scriptwriter	must	understand	formatting	rules	to	ensure	their	screenplay	is	industry-ready.	Whether	you’re	using	software	or	doing	it	manually,	knowing	how	to	format	script	elements	properly	is	essential.A	well-structured	film	script	format	ensures	clarity	and	ease	of	production.	If	you’re	learning	how	to	write	a	film	script,
mastering	formatting	is	key	to	making	your	screenplay	look	professional.	This	structure	is	essential	for	scriptwriters	aiming	for	a	professional	film	script	format.	So,	how	do	you	format	a	script	to	meet	industry	expectations?Here’s	how	to	properly	format	your	movie	script:Font:	Always	use	Courier	font	(12-point)—it	ensures	a	consistent	page-to-screen
ratio	where	one	page	equals	roughly	one	minute	of	screen	time.Margins:Left:	1.5	inches	(for	hole-punching	and	binding)Right,	Top	&	Bottom:	1	inchLine	Spacing:	Each	page	contains	about	55	lines,	balancing	readability	and	efficiency.Dialogue	Formatting:	Character	names	should	always	be	in	uppercase,	positioned	3.7	inches	from	the	left
margin.Character	Names:	Must	have	uppercase	letters	and	be	positioned	starting	3.7	inches	from	the	left	side	of	the	pagePage	Numbers:	Placed	in	the	top-right	corner,	beginning	on	page	two.	These	standards	ensure	that	when	you	format	script	elements	properly,	your	screenplay	will	meet	industry	expectations	from	start	to	finish.StudioBinder
screenwriting	software	does	all	the	required	formatting	so	you	can	focus	on	the	creative.	Below	is	a	formatted	script	example	that	you	can	click	to	examine	further:Many	scripts	begin	with	a	transition,	which	may	include	FADE	IN:	or	BLACK	SCREEN.	Professional	screenplay	writing	software	ensures	your	script	adheres	to	industry	standards
automatically.	Some	place	this	in	the	top	left,	others	in	the	top	right	of	the	page,	where	many	transitions	live.	If	you’re	learning	to	format	script	transitions,	keep	consistency	across	pages.	Other	scripts	will	begin	with	scene	headings	or	even	subheadings	of	imagery	they	want	to	front-load.Scene	heading	(INT.	APARTMENT	–	NIGHT)The	scene	heading
is	there	to	help	break	up	physical	spaces	and	give	the	reader	and	production	team	an	idea	of	the	story’s	geography.You	will	either	choose	INT.	for	interior	spaces	or	EXT.	for	exterior	spaces.	Wondering	how	you	format	a	script	that	moves	from	one	location	to	another?	Then,	a	description	of	the	setting,	and	then	the	time	of	day.	Here’s	a	screenplay
example:There	are	rare	cases	where	the	scene	begins	inside	and	goes	outside,	or	vice	versa,	and	in	these	situations,	you	may	write	INT/EXT.	or	EXT/INT.	Some	scripts	take	place	all	around	the	world,	so	often	screenwriters	will	use	multiple	hyphens	to	give	the	scene	headings	even	more	detail:This	helps	the	screenwriter	avoid	having	to	point	out	the
geographical	location	in	the	action	lines,	saving	space	to	write	more	about	the	actual	story	and	keep	readers	engaged	in	the	story,	not	the	formatting.SubheadingOften,	writers	will	use	subheadings	to	show	a	change	in	location	without	breaking	the	scene,	even	if	the	scene	has	shifted	from	INT.	to	EXT.Here’s	a	script	example:It	is	assumed	that	readers
will	understand	the	change	in	space	while	retaining	the	idea	that	the	time	of	day	is	the	same	-	even	continuous.The	reason	many	writers	do	this	is	to	avoid	the	notion	that	we’ve	entered	an	entirely	new	scene,	though	you	could	always	include	CONTINUOUS	in	place	of	DAY	or	NIGHT	by	creating	an	entirely	new	scene	heading.It’s	a	matter	of	personal
style	and	rhythm	vs.	production	considerations.	Transitions	(FADE	IN,	CUT	TO)In	the	bottom	right	of	the	page,	you	will	place	transitions,	but	in	modern	screenwriting,	these	seem	to	be	used	less	and	less.	The	transitions	that	seem	to	have	stood	the	test	of	time	are	CUT	TO	and	FADE	OUT.	Learning	how	to	write	script	transitions	properly	helps
maintain	flow	and	pacing.Here’s	a	screenplay	example:	You	may	also	include	something	like	DISSOLVE	TO:	but	these	are	used	less	and	less,	probably	for	the	same	reason	you	avoid	camera	shots.Character	IntroductionsWhen	you	introduce	a	character	in	a	screenplay,	you	want	to	use	all	capital	letters	for	the	name	of	the	character,	then	a	reference	to
their	age,	and	finally	some	information	about	their	traits	and	personality.Here’s	a	screenplay	example:Again,	screenwriters	have	found	other	ways	to	do	this,	but	this	is	the	most	common	and	production-friendly	way	to	introduce	a	character.	Understanding	how	to	write	script	character	entries	effectively	sets	the	tone	for	your	entire	scene.	We	have	a
post	on	how	to	introduce	characters	in	a	screenplay	that	goes	into	the	creative	considerations	of	introducing	characters,	so	I	highly	recommend	you	check	it	out	after	this	post	to	learn	more.Action	(what’s	happening	visually)Action	lines	are	where	you	describe	the	visual	and	audible	actions	that	take	place	on	screen.	You	want	to	write	in	the	third
person	in	the	present	tense.Here’s	a	script	example:Often,	you	can	make	your	script	a	better	read	by	eliminating	redundant	pronouns	and	conjunctions.	Big	sounds	and	important	objects	can	be	written	out	in	ALL	CAPS	to	emphasize	their	effect	on	the	story.	If	you’re	looking	for	script	writing	how	to	guides	that	elevate	your	action	lines,	this	formatting
trick	is	essential.DialogueYour	lines	of	dialogue	will	be	set	underneath	the	character	to	which	they	are	assigned.	Dialogue	is	pretty	straightforward	from	a	formatting	standpoint,	but	it	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	screenwriting.Here’s	a	great	example	to	check	out:If	you	want	to	learn	more,	check	out	our	post	on	Screenwriting	Tips	for	Writing	Better
Dialogue,	where	I	go	over	a	bunch	of	ways	to	audit	your	screenplay	for	good…	and	bad	dialogue.	If	you’re	wondering	how	to	write	script	dialogue	that	feels	real	and	purposeful,	this	is	a	great	place	to	start.ExtensionsThese	occur	when	a	character	says	something	off-screen	(O.S.)	or	if	the	dialogue	is	voice-over	(V.O.).	You	will	see	extensions	when	a
character	ends	a	block	of	dialogue,	performs	an	action,	and	speaks	more.Here’s	a	script	example:This	takes	the	form	of	continued	(CONT’D).	Professional	scriptwriting	software	will	help	you	with	this,	but	it	will	not	be	able	to	predict	when	you	want	something	said	off-screen	or	in	voice-over.ParentheticalYou	can	use	a	parenthetical	inside	your
dialogue	to	show	small	actions	or	even	a	change	in	mood	without	having	to	jump	out	to	an	action	line.Here’s	a	screenplay	example:Parentheticals	are	good	for	directing	actors	and	adding	sarcasm	and	nuance	to	performances	on	the	page,	but	you	may	want	to	be	cautious	about	adding	them	too	much.	Use	them	sparingly	and	only	when	they	help
clarify	how	to	format	script	intent	within	dialogue.	Actors	are	professionals,	and	if	Al	Pacino	finds	parentheticals	in	a	script,	he	may	get	his	feelings	hurt.Camera	ShotsThe	best	professional	screenwriters	know	how	to	suggest	shots	without	actually	writing	in	shots,	but	if	you	insist	on	describing	a	particular	shot	in	your	screenplay,	you	can	format	it
like	a	subheading.Here’s	a	script	exampleThis	lets	us	know	that	the	shot	is	supposed	to	be	set	so	that	we	see	things	from	Filbert’s	perspective.	Writing	out	shots	is	often	frowned	upon,	but	if	you’re	directing	the	film,	maybe	do	it	sparingly.	In	these	cases,	it’s	helpful	to	know	how	to	format	script	directions	so	they	support	the	visual	language	of	the
scene.Story	structure	is	more	than	just	formatting—it’s	the	foundation	that	turns	an	idea	into	a	compelling	screenplay.	While	some	argue	that	classic	structures	lead	to	formulaic	movies,	the	reality	is	that	structure	helps	create	stories	that	resonate	with	audiences.	At	its	core,	a	screenplay	thrives	on	a	strong	central	conflict	that	keeps	the	narrative
moving	forward.So	why	does	structure	matter?	Because	production	companies,	studios,	and	executives	rely	on	it.	They’ve	spent	years	refining	the	business	of	storytelling,	and	most	successful	films	follow	some	form	of	classic	structure.	While	not	every	writer	or	director	follows	it	rigidly,	all	professionals	understand	it.Many	frameworks	exist,	such	as
Save	The	Cat,	The	Three-Act	Structure,	The	Hero’s	Journey,	and	The	Story	Circle.	But	at	a	fundamental	level,	every	story	follows	a	progression	that	reflects	the	human	experience:Exposition	–	Introduces	the	characters,	setting,	and	conflict.Rising	Action	–	The	stakes	increase,	obstacles	arise	&	the	protagonist	is	tested.Midpoint	–	A	major	turning	point
that	shifts	the	story’s	direction.Climax	–	The	tension	peaks	and	the	protagonist	faces	their	greatest	challenge.Falling	Action	–	Consequences	unfold,	leading	toward	resolution.Resolution	–	The	story	finds	closure,	whether	satisfying	or	open-ended.Following	this	structure	doesn’t	mean	sacrificing	creativity.	Instead,	it	provides	a	roadmap	that	keeps
your	screenplay	focused	and	engaging.What	makes	a	story	work?	In	this	video,	writer	and	story	expert	K.M.	Weiland	breaks	down	the	three-act	structure	using	one	of	the	best-structured	films	of	all	time	—	Jurassic	Park.	Watch	as	she	explores	its	key	moments	and	reveals	how	structure	shapes	great	storytelling.One	essential	tool	for	structuring	your
script	is	a	screenplay	outline.	Think	of	it	as	a	navigation	map	for	your	road	trip—it	keeps	you	from	getting	lost.	A	strong	outline	includes:Story	beats	–	Key	moments	that	drive	the	narrative	forward.Scene	breakdowns	–	The	purpose	of	each	scene	and	how	it	connects	to	others.Page	count	estimates	–	Helps	maintain	pacing	and	balance.If	you’re
struggling	with	writer’s	block,	an	outline	can	keep	you	on	track	and	ensure	your	story	unfolds	in	a	way	that	makes	sense.	Plus,	producers	and	studios	expect	to	see	a	structured	approach—they	want	to	know	they	can	bank	on	your	screenplay	before	investing	time	and	money.Mastering	story	structure	doesn’t	mean	limiting	your	creativity;	it	means
giving	your	ideas	the	best	chance	to	succeed.Before	diving	into	formatting	and	structure,	your	screenplay	needs	a	proper	title	page.	While	it	may	seem	like	a	minor	detail,	it’s	the	first	impression	your	script	makes.	A	professional	title	page	shows	you	understand	industry	standards	and	makes	your	work	look	polished.Here’s	what	should	be	included	on
a	screenplay	title	page:Screenplay	Title	Page	FormatTitle	–	Centered,	bold,	and	written	in	ALL	CAPS.Written	by	–	Centered	beneath	the	title,	usually	formatted	as:	Written	by	[Your	Name]Based	on	(if	applicable)	–	If	your	screenplay	is	adapted	from	another	work,	include:	Based	on	the	novel	“[Book	Title]”	by	[Author’s	Name]Contact	Information	–	Your
email	or	representation’s	contact	info,	is	typically	placed	in	the	bottom	left	corner.Example	of	a	Proper	Screenplay	Title	Page:Additional	Tips:Avoid	unnecessary	personal	information	–	Unlike	in	the	past,	you	don’t	need	to	include	your	home	address.	A	designated	email	for	your	screenwriting	work	is	sufficient.Use	standard	formatting	–	The	title	page
should	be	clean	and	simple.	No	images,	no	fancy	fonts—just	professional	and	easy	to	read.Keep	it	to	one	page	–	The	title	page	should	never	exceed	a	single	sheet.A	well-formatted	title	page	sets	the	tone	for	your	script.	It’s	a	small	but	essential	step	that	ensures	your	screenplay	looks	professional	from	the	very	first	glance.Some	nuanced	screenwriting
practices	may	seem	correct	but	can	confuse	or	hinder	the	physical	production.	Thorough	pre	production	planning	ensures	a	smoother	transition	from	script	to	screen,	saving	time	and	resources.Does	this	sound	familiar?	You	understand	script	formatting,	but	after	reading	popular	scripts,	you’re	more	confused.	Many	screenwriters	bend	the	rules,
using	format	creatively	to	enhance	pace	and	flow.“Why	follow	strict	rules	when	top	writers	don’t?”	You	might	be	asking,	how	do	you	format	a	script	when	even	professionals	bend	the	rules?Good	question.	Most	scripts	you	read	are	early	drafts	or	spec	scripts,	not	production-ready	versions.	If	you	want	your	script	to	be	production-friendly,	it’s	best	to
write	with	that	in	mind.Up	NextWrite	Your	Screenplay	with	StudioBinderNow	that	you	understand	how	to	write	a	movie	script,	take	the	next	step	with	StudioBinder’s	screenwriting	software.	Whether	you’re	drafting	your	first	screenplay	or	refining	a	professional	project,	our	intuitive,	cloud-based	platform	streamlines	the	writing	process	with	industry-
standard	formatting,	real-time	collaboration,	and	seamless	production	integration.	Explore	the	tools	designed	to	elevate	your	screenwriting	workflow	and	bring	your	vision	to	life.Up	Next:	Screenwriting	Software	for	Productions	→	With	very	few	exceptions,	all	screenplays	follow	the	same	standard	formatting	rules.	Proper	script	formatting	is
extremely	important	when	writing	a	screenplay	for	a	number	of	reasons,	one	of	the	most	important	being	the	timing	of	the	final	film.	One	page	of	a	properly	formatting	screenplay	is	equivalent	to	approximately	one	minute	of	screentime.	Knowing	roughly	how	long	a	film	will	be	before	it	is	shot	is	incredibly	important.All	screenplays	are	built	out	of	the
same	core	formatting	elements.	For	a	deeper	dive	into	these	specific	elements	and	to	see	how	each	of	them	are	used,	be	sure	to	read	our	guide	to	screenplay	formatting.	If	you	are	at	all	interested	in	giving	screenwriting	a	shot	yourself,	StudioBinder’s	screenwriting	software	can	get	you	started	for	free.Sample	Script	FormatComedy	script	examplesNo
matter	where	you	land	in	the	different	types	of	comedy	scripts	available	to	you,	one	thing	must	be	true:	it’s	got	to	be	funny.	Here	are	a	few	of	the	funniest	comedy	screenplays.Click	the	image	below	to	read	and	download	the	entire	script.The	40	Year	Old	VirginThe	40	Year	Old	Virgin	is	an	example	of	a	dialogue-heavy	screenplay.	You	will	find	entire
pages	consisting	of	nothing	but	dialogue	in	this	screenplay	which	is	something	you	are	far	less	likely	to	find	in	other	genres.	If	you	want	to	write	a	script	in	the	vein	of	The	40	Year	Old	Virgin,	you	should	take	a	look	at	our	tips	for	writing	better	dialogue	first.Shaun	of	the	DeadEdgar	Wright’s	best	movies	are	great	examples	of	well-balanced	comedy
screenplays.	The	mix	of	dialogue	and	action	is	as	close	to	perfect	as	you	can	get	in	a	screenplay.(500)	Days	of	SummerThen,	of	course,	there’s	the	romcom.	(500)	Days	of	Summer	utilizes	many	of	the	tropes	we	know	and	love	from	romcoms	to	build	something	both	funny	and	emotionally	stirring.	The	romcom	wave	of	the	2000s	crested	with	this
movie.Here	are	a	few	other	great	comedy	scripts	that	you	can	download	to	inspire	you	when	writing	your	next	laugh-riot:Movie	Script	ExampleAction	script	examplesJust	as	there	is	a	spectrum	of	comedy	scripts,	there	is	also	a	great	deal	of	variance	in	the	stylings	of	action	movie	scripts	as	well.	Action	screenplays	tend	to	rely	more	heavily	on	action
lines	than	dialogue	but	this	is	not	always	the	case.John	WickJohn	Wick	is	one	film	that	places	a	heavy	emphasis	on	action,	and,	as	you	might	guess,	the	screenplay	reflects	this	fact.	There	is	a	mixture	of	dialogue	and	action	in	the	pages	of	this	screenplay	with	a	heavy	slant	toward	action	in	the	ratio.	Entire	pages	of	the	script	go	by	without	a	single	line
of	dialogue	at	times.	Keanu	Reeves	made	the	cut	for	our	list	of	the	top	action	stars,	and	John	Wick	made	it	onto	our	list	of	the	best	action	films	ever	made.	Find	out	what	else	made	the	cut.Django	UnchainedEvery	great	Quentin	Tarantino	movie	script	displays	his	absolute	mastery	of	the	screenplay	format.	You	can	download	and	read	the	Django
Unchained	screenplay	to	see	exactly	how	he	structures	and	formats	his	blend	of	intense	action	with	his	trademark	dialogue.CollateralOn	the	dialogue-heavy	end	of	the	action	film	spectrum,	we	have	screenplays	like	the	one	for	Collateral.	The	dialogue-heavy	cab	scenes	are	juxtaposed	wonderfully	against	the	sharp	bursts	of	action	that	occur	outside
the	cab.	Collateral	has	more	dialogue	and	less	action	than	the	average	action-thriller	but	is	a	grade-A	action	film	regardless,	showing	that	the	action-to-dialogue	ratio	can	be	skewed	to	great	effect	in	the	hands	of	experts.	If	you	are	a	fan	of	Collateral,	be	sure	to	check	out	our	review	and	retrospective	on	the	film.A	few	more	classic	action
screenplays	for	you	to	read:Best	horror	movie	scriptsHorror	script	examplesThere’s	nothing	better	than	a	scary	horror	script.	How	do	you	know	if	a	horror	script	is	good?	You	don’t	want	to	read	it	at	night.AlienAlien	is	a	watershed	moment	in	horror	movies,	marking	an	entirely	new	terrain	in	which	to	scare	audiences.	But	it	doesn’t	just	deliver	on
scares.	It’s	a	riveting	character	study,	and	its	science	fiction	elements	are	deeply	thought	through.	That’s	why	entries	in	the	franchise	are	still	being	made	today.The	BabadookThe	Babadook	is	one	of	the	best	horror	movies	of	the	21st	century.	Like	Alien,	there’s	more	to	it	than	incredibly	effective	scares.	The	movie	is	an	examination	of	a	complicated
mother-son	relationship,	and	a	moving	portrait	of	a	woman	wrestling	with	seemingly	insurmountable	grief.	Check	out	the	script–	it’s	all	there	on	the	page.The	ExorcistWant	to	read	just	one	horror	movie	script?	This	is	probably	the	one.	The	Exorcist	is	one	of	the	most	popular,	and	influential,	horror	movies	of	all	time.	In	addition	to	William	Friedkin’s
expert	direction,	writer	William	Peter	Blatty’s	script	is	bone	chilling.If	you	want	to	read	more	horror	movie	scripts,	here	are	a	few	more	great	options:Drama	script	collectionDrama	script	examplesA	“drama”	can	look	a	million	different	ways,	and	so	can	a	drama	script.	The	key	is	to	put	character	first–	why	do	we	care	about	these	people,	and	what
makes	them	tick?	The	story	will	flow	out	of	that.Shawshank	RedemptionIt’s	hard	to	add	anything	to	the	conversation	surrounding	Shawshank	Redemption.	There’s	a	reason	it’s	been	crowned	the	greatest	movie	of	all	time	by	IMDb	users.	Try	watching	the	movie	without	getting	choked	up.	It’s	very	difficult.Sunset	BoulevardAnyone	who	wants	to
become	a	screenwriter	must	(must!)	study	the	work	of	Billy	Wilder.	Few	have	matched	his	knack	for	snappy	dialogue.	With	Sunset	Boulevard,	Wilder	and	co-writers	Charles	Brackett	and	D.M.	Marshman	Jr.	created	an	instantly	iconic	film	about	the	fleeting	lights	of	showbiz,	and	the	toll	they	take.Taxi	DriverLike	with	Shawshank,	what	more	can	be	said
of	Taxi	Driver?	It	introduced	many	of	us	to	the	inimitable	Paul	Schrader.	It’s	so	influential	it	created	a	genre	unto	itself.	It’s	one	of	Scorsese’s	finest.	You’ve	heard	it	all	before;	give	it	a	read.A	few	more	classic	movie	drama	scripts:Sci-fi	screenplaysSci-fi	script	examplesWriting	a	sci-fi	can	be	daunting.	Not	only	do	you	need	to	create	compelling
characters	and	story	arcs,	but	you	also	have	to	create	an	entire	world.	Sci-fi	writing	is	detail	oriented,	an	exercise	in	building	rules	for	yourself	and	sticking	by	them.2001:	A	Space	OdysseyA	good	place	to	start	with	sci-fi	scripts	is	the	script	for	arguably	the	greatest	sci-fi	of	all	time.	Kubrick’s	masterpiece	is	layered	and	profound,	deserving	of	multiple
viewings	(and	perhaps	readings).	His	script,	written	with	Arthur	C.	Clarke,	lays	the	foundation	for	the	top-tier	film.ArrivalBefore	Denis	Villenueve	became	the	king	of	big-budget	sci-fi	with	Blade	Runner	2049	and	Dune,	he	was	the	master	of	the	contained	sci-fi.	Arrival,	written	by	Eric	Heisserer,	is	the	pinnacle	of	this	period,	beguiling	and
moving.GhostbustersNot	all	sci-fi	has	to	be	deadly	serious.	Ghostbusters	is	a	testament	to	sci-fi	which	is	just	fun,	filled	with	laughs	and	gags.	It’s	also	a	work	that	defies	genre–	we	could	have	just	easily	called	this	a	comedy,	or	even	thrown	it	in	the	horror	section.	Here	are	some	other	great	sci-fi	movie	scripts:Up	NextRead	the	Best	Movie	Scripts
OnlineScreenplays	all	follow	the	same	formatting	guidelines,	but	each	writer	leaves	their	own	fingerprints	behind	on	the	pages.	The	author’s	voice	changes	the	reading	experience	of	each	screenplay	through	stylistic	choices	and	personal	preferences.	You	can	read	some	of	the	best	movie	scripts	ever	written	online	to	see	just	how	different	screenplays
can	be.Up	Next:	Best	Movie	Scripts	→Page	2	Schmidt	and	Jenko	are	high	school	friends	who	go	on	to	become	police	officers.	The	two	friends	go	undercover	as	students	in	order	to	bust	a	drug	ring	and	find	the	source	of	a	synthetic	drug.	Whether	you	searched	them	out	yourself,	or	whether	someone	recommended	you	“work	on	structure,”	all	writers
have	come	across	a	screenplay	structure	in	their	day.	Some	swear	by	it,	others	liken	it	to	creative	cancer.	The	truth	is,	whether	you	like	them	or	not,	there	is	value	in	understanding	what	the	formulas	are	and	how	they	are	used.	Today,	we’ll	learn	the	screenplay	structures	you	need	to	know,	how	they	work,	and	run	a	few	scripts	through	them.Continue
reading	Screenplay	Structure	Examples	—	A	Guide	for	Screenwriters	This	guide	dives	into	the	best	comedy	movies	of	all	time,	from	timeless	classics	to	hidden	gems	and	fresh	hits,	celebrating	their	ability	to	make	us	laugh	while	standing	the	test	of	time.	But	what	separates	a	funny	movie	from	a	truly	great	comedy?	Humor	is	subjective—what	makes	a
baby	cackle	in	Albuquerque	might	fall	flat	in	Ouagadougou.	Many	writers	aim	for	broad	appeal,	but	comedy	thrives	on	specificity,	using	situation,	dialogue,	and	performance	to	turn	the	ordinary	upside	down	for	gut-busting	laughs.	So,	whether	you’re	a	writer,	filmmaker,	or	comedy	lover,	explore	our	list	of	the	greatest	comedies	ever…	How	often	do
you	find	yourself	scrolling	through	Netflix	for	an	hour	trying	to	find	something	to	watch?	The	next	time	that	happens,	put	down	the	remote	for	a	second	and	bring	up	this	list.	We’ll	be	updating	this	guide	to	the	best	movies	on	Netflix	monthly,	so	all	of	you	aspiring	filmmakers	out	there	can	keep	up	with	what	you	need	to	watch	next.	From	horror	to
comedy	and	everything	in	between,	it’s	all	gathered	right	here.	We’ll	rank	each	film	based	on	its	acting,	filmmaking,	writing,	and	overall	entertainment	value	for	people	bored	on	Friday	night.	Of	all…	How	often	do	you	find	yourself	scrolling	through	Netflix	for	an	hour	trying	to	find	something	to	watch?	The	next	time	that	happens,	put	down	the	remote
for	a	second	and	bring	up	this	list.	We’ll	be	updating	this	guide	to	the	best	movies	on	Netflix	monthly,	so	all	of	you	aspiring	filmmakers	out	there	can	keep	up	with	what	you	need	to	watch	next.	From	horror	to	comedy	and	everything	in	between,	it’s	all	gathered	right	here.	We’ll	rank	each	film	based	on	its	acting,	filmmaking,	writing,	and	overall
entertainment	value	for	people	bored	on	Friday	night.	Of	all…	How	often	do	you	find	yourself	scrolling	through	Netflix	for	an	hour	trying	to	find	something	to	watch?	The	next	time	that	happens,	put	down	the	remote	for	a	second	and	bring	up	this	list.	We’ll	be	updating	this	guide	to	the	best	movies	on	Netflix	monthly,	so	all	of	you	aspiring	filmmakers
out	there	can	keep	up	with	what	you	need	to	watch	next.	From	horror	to	comedy	and	everything	in	between,	it’s	all	gathered	right	here.	We’ll	rank	each	film	based	on	its	acting,	filmmaking,	writing,	and	overall	entertainment	value	for	people	bored	on	Friday	night.	Of	all…	What	does	a	screenplay	look	like?	Screenwriting	and	traditional	prose	writing
share	many	characteristics	and	commonalities,	but	it	is	best	to	think	of	them	as	entirely	different	disciplines	of	storytelling.	We	will	examine	what	the	average	screenplay	looks	like,	how	different	genres	prioritize	different	elements,	and	we’ll	take	a	look	at	specific	screenplay	examples	worth	reading	and	studying.Continue	reading	Screenplay	Example
—	Script	Formatting	&	Elements	Explained	Welcome	to	StudioBinder's	screenplay	library,	your	ultimate	destination	for	heart-pounding	thrills	and	explosive	action.	Dive	into	our	handpicked	selection	of	the	best	free	action	movie	scripts,	featuring	adrenaline-fueled	plots	and	unforgettable	characters.	From	high-stakes	heists	to	jaw-dropping	stunts,	this
treasure	trove	of	action	scripts	is	a	must-have	resource	for	aspiring	screenwriters	and	action	enthusiasts	alike.	Get	ready	for	an	action-packed	ride.	Enjoy!Continue	reading	Best	Free	Action	Movie	Scripts	Online	(with	PDF	Downloads)	Have	you	ever	found	yourself	watching	a	movie,	when	suddenly,	a	familiar	face	pops	up	in	an	unexpected	scene,
leaving	as	quickly	as	they	appeared?	Cameos	are	brief	appearances	that	add	a	surprising	twist	to	the	narrative.	Let's	dive	into	the	fascinating	world	of	cameos	and	explore	how	these	fleeting	moments	can	make	a	significant	impact	on	storytelling.Continue	reading	What	is	a	Cameo	Appearance	—	Definition	&	Famous	Examples	Welcome	to
StudioBinder’s	screenplay	library,	your	go-to	resource	for	the	finest	free	comedy	scripts.	From	cutting	satires	to	raunchy	farces,	these	iconic	comedy	scripts	hold	a	myriad	of	valuable	lessons	for	aspiring	screenwriters.	By	studying	the	very	best	the	genre	has	to	offer	on	the	page,	comedy	writers	can	learn	how	to	tackle	the	challenge	of	keeping	an
audience	laughing	for	two	hours.	Explore	the	best	in	comedy	scripts	and	enjoy.Continue	reading	Best	Free	Comedy	Scripts	Online	(PDF	Downloads)	Ask	any	creative	writer	what	the	hardest	genre	to	write	is	and	they’ll	probably	tell	you	that	it’s	comedy.	That’s	because	story	structure	can	only	bring	you	so	far	in	comedy	writing	–	the	fact	of	the	matter
is	that	if	you	aren’t	funny,	you	aren’t	funny.	So	how	do	you	become	funny?	Do	you	read	joke	books?	No!	Like	everything	else,	you	practice	until	you	become	perfect	–	well,	not	perfect	per	se	–	most	comedy	writers	would	be	happy	with	just	okay.	We’re	going	to	show	you	how	to	write	comedy,	with	script	examples	from	21	Jump	Street…


