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Welcome	to	our	BEGINNER'S	GUIDE	TO	THE	SPAGHETTI	WESTERN.	Start	reading	here	if	you	are	new	to	the	genre	and	find	yourself	confused	by	the	sheer	overwhelming	number	of	films.What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western?The	spaghetti	western	was	born	in	the	first	half	of	the	sixties	and	lasted	until	the	second	half	of	the	seventies.	It	got	its	name	from
the	fact	that	most	of	them	were	directed	and	produced	by	Italians,	often	in	collaboration	with	other	European	countries,	especially	Spain	and	Germany.	The	name	spaghetti	western	originally	was	a	depreciative	term,	given	by	foreign	critics	to	these	films	because	they	thought	they	were	inferior	to	American	westerns.	Most	of	the	films	were	made	with
low	budgets,	but	several	still	managed	to	be	innovative	and	artistic,	although	at	the	time	they	didnt	get	much	recognition,	even	in	Europe.	In	the	eighties	the	reputation	of	the	genre	grew	and	today	the	term	is	no	longer	used	disparagingly,	although	some	Italians	still	prefer	to	call	the	films	western	allitaliana	(westerns	Italian	style).	In	Japan	they	are
called	Macaroni	westerns,	in	Germany	Italowestern.Whats	special	about	it?Its	often	believed	that	the	genre	arose	in	response	to	the	enormous	success	of	Sergio	Leones	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	(1964),	an	adaptation	of	a	Japanese	Samurai	movie	called	Yojimbo	(Akira	Kurosawa,	1961).	But	a	handful	of	westerns	were	made	in	Italy	before	Leone	redefined
the	genre,	and	the	Italians	were	not	the	first	to	make	westerns	in	Europe	in	the	sixties.	In	Germany	a	series	of	immensely	successful	westerns	based	on	the	works	of	Karl	May	had	been	produced,	and	the	first	European	western	that	had	at	least	some	of	the	right	ingredients	to	be	called	a	spaghetti	western,	was	made	without	Italian	input,	being	a
British-Spanish	co-production:	The	Savage	Guns	(Michael	Carreras,	1962).	But	it	sure	was	Sergio	Leone	who	defined	the	look	and	attitude	of	the	genre	with	his	first	western	and	the	two	that	soon	were	to	follow:For	a	Few	Dollars	more	(1965)	and	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	(1966).	Together	these	films	are	called	The	Dollars	Trilogy.	Leones	West
was	a	dusty	wasteland	of	whitewashed	villages,	howling	winds,	scraggy	dogs	and	cynical	heroes,	as	unshaven	as	the	villains.All	three	films	were	scored	by	Ennio	Morricone,	and	his	music	was	as	unusual	as	Leones	visuals:	not	only	did	he	use	instruments	like	the	trumpet,	the	harp	or	the	electric	guitar,	he	also	added	whistle,	cracking	whips	and
gunshots	to	the	concoction,	described	by	a	critic	as	a	rattlesnake	in	a	drumkit.	Morricone	went	on	to	score	over	30	Italian	westerns	and	was	a	key	factor	in	the	genre's	success.In	general	spaghetti	westerns	are	more	action	oriented	than	their	American	counterparts.	Dialogue	is	sparse	and	some	critics	have	pointed	out	that	they	are	constructed	as
operas,	using	the	music	as	an	illustrative	ingredient	of	the	narrative.	From	a	long	time	past	westerns	had	been	called	horse	operas,	but	like	professor	of	cultural	studies	Christopher	Frayling	pointed	out,	it	took	the	Italians	to	show	what	the	term	really	meant.	For	the	time	of	making	many	spaghetti	westerns	were	quite	violent,	and	several	of	them	met
with	censorship	problems,	causing	them	to	be	cut	or	even	banned	in	certain	markets.	Many	spaghetti	westerns	have	an	American-Mexican	border	setting	and	feature	loud	and	sadistic	Mexican	bandits.	The	Civil	War	and	its	aftermath	is	a	recurrent	background.	Instead	of	regular	names	such	as	Will	Kane	or	Ethan	Edwards,	the	heroes	often	have
bizarre	names	like	Ringo,	Sartana,	Sabata,	Johnny	Oro,	Arizona	Colt	or	Django.	The	genre	is	unmistakably	a	catholic	genre	(some	other	names	in	use	are	Hallelujah,	Cemetery,	Trinity	or	Holy	Water	Joe!),	with	a	visual	style	strongly	influenced	by	the	catholic	iconography	of,	for	instance,	the	crucifixion,	the	last	supper	or	the	ecce	homo.	The	surreal
extravanganza	Django	Kill!	(Se	sei	vivo,	spara,	1967),	by	Giulio	Questi,	a	former	assistant	of	Fellini	(!)	has	a	resurrected	hero	who	witnesses	a	reflection	of	Judgment	Day	in	a	dusty	western	town.The	outdoor	scenes	of	many	spaghetti	westerns,	especially	those	with	a	relatively	higher	budget,	were	shot	in	the	Spain,	in	particular	the	the	Tabernas
desert	of	Almeria	(Andalusia)	and	Colmenar	Viejo	and	Hoyo	de	Manzanares	(near	Madrid).	In	Italy	the	province	of	Lazio	(the	surroundings	of	Rome)	was	a	favourite	location.	Some	spaghetti	westerns	were	shot	in	the	Alpes,	North	Africa	or	Israel.	The	indoor	scenes	were	usually	shot	in	the	western	towns	of	the	Roman	studios	like	Cinecitt	or	Elios.	The
Elios	studios	also	had	a	Mexican	town	next	to	the	western	town.A	brief	history#	The	Early	DaysWesterns	had	always	been	popular	in	Italy.	A	few	Italian	westerns	had	been	produced	during	WWII,	when	the	fascist	government	excluded	American	westerns	from	Italian	cinemas,	for	instance	Il	Fanciullo	del	West	(1942),	by	Giorgio	Ferroni	(who	would
direct	several	spaghetti	westerns	during	the	heydays	of	the	genre).	In	the	sixties	the	absence	of	American	westerns	in	European	cinemas	had	another	reason:	some	of	the	genres	most	important	directors	such	as	John	Ford	and	Anthony	Mann	were	past	their	prime	and	the	genre	had	been	transferred	to	television.	The	Karl	May	movies	had	created	a
cultural	and	financial	context	for	large	scale	production	of	western	movies	in	Europe.	The	early	examples	of	Italian	westerns	produced	in	the	sixties	looked	more	or	less	like	American	B-westerns,	with	cast	and	crew	hiding	behind	American	sounding	pseudonyms.	Leones	A	Fistfull	of	Dollars	was	produced	simultaneously	with	Mario	Caianos	Pistols	dont
argue.	While	Leone	redefined	the	western	genre,	Caiano	told	a	classic	western	story	about	sheriff	Pat	Garret,	and	where	Caiano	engaged	an	aging	American	actor	(Rod	Cameron),	Leone	chose	a	young	television	actor	called	Clint	Eastwood.	With	the	genre	still	in	its	infancy,	most	film	produced	in	the	transitional	year	1965	mixed	American	with	Italian
influences,	like	Duccio	Tessaris	Ringo	movies,	A	pistol	for	Ringo	and	Return	of	Ringo,	with	Giuliano	Gemma,	the	first	Italian	mega	star	of	the	genre.	Leone	still	had	signed	the	international	version	of	A	Fistfull	of	Dollars	with	the	Americanized	pseudonym	Bob	Robertson.	The	first	Italian	to	sign	a	spaghetti	western	with	his	own	name	would	be	Sergio
Corbucci	for	Minnesota	Clay	(1965).#	The	Glory	Years:	1966	-	1968In	this	rather	brief	period	most	of	the	films	that	have	become	classics	were	made.	In	1966	Leone	made	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly,	commonly	regarded	as	the	quintessential	spaghetti	western,	and	now	considered	by	many	to	be	the	best	western	ever	made.	Another	milestone	was
the	groundbreaking	Django	by	Sergio	Corbucci	(often	called	the	other	Sergio),	which	became	the	prototype	of	the	vengeance	tale,	and	spawned	numerous	films	with	Django	in	its	title.	In	1968	these	two	directors	brought	the	genre	two	more	indisputable	masterpieces:	Leone	made	the	legendry	Once	upon	a	Time	in	the	West,	the	first	spaghetti	western
to	attract	the	attention	of	so-called	serious	critics,	and	Corbucci	made	the	devastating	The	Great	Silence,	which	was	entirely	set	in	the	snow	and	subverted	virtually	all	genre	conventions,	among	them	the	often	heard	clich	that	in	a	western	the	good	guy	always	wins.Another	director	from	the	golden	period	of	the	genre,	is	Sergio	Sollima	(the	third
Sergio),	the	most	intellectual	and	politically	committed	of	all	spaghetti	western	directors.	His	The	Big	Gundown	(La	Resa	dei	Conti,	1966),	with	Lee	van	Cleef,	who	had	also	appeared	in	two	of	the	three	Dollar	movies,	is	a	tale	about	class	struggle	as	well	as	a	deconstruction	of	the	mythology	of	the	law-upholding	gunslinger.	Face	to	face	(1967)	is	the
story	of	a	New	England	college	professor,	who	travels	down	south	and	discovers	his	violent	instincts	when	hes	held	hostage	by	a	bandit.	The	professor	is	played	by	Gian	Maria	Volont,	another	Leone	veteran,	while	the	bandit	is	played	by	Cuban-American	actor	Tomas	Milian.	Volont	also	appeared	in	Damiano	Damiani's	A	Bullet	for	the	General	(Quin
sabe?	1966),	a	film	that	set	the	tone	for	a	series	of	political	westerns	set	in	Mexico	during	of	the	several	Mexican	revolutions,	the	so-called	Zapata	westerns	(occasionally	called	Tortilla	westerns).	Tomas	Milian	would	appear	in	many	of	these	Zapata	westerns,	always	as	a	peon,	a	Mexican	farmer	turned	revolutionary.	In	his	own	words	he	became	a
'symbol	of	poverty	and	revolution'.	Set	in	Mexico,	and	filmed	in	a	baroque	western	style,	the	Zapata	westerns	nevertheless	seemed	more	concerned	with	European	than	American	(North	or	Latin)	politics.	In	the	sixties	Marxist	ideas	were	wide-spread	among	European	intellectuals,	especially	in	the	Mediterranean	countries,	and	the	Zapata	westerns
seem	to	reflect	the	revolutionary	ideas	that	lived	among	them.	Being	more	sophisticated	and	intellectual	than	most	ordinary	spaghetti	westerns,	the	Zapata	westerns	were	popular	among	students.	But	they	were	also	very	popular	among	third	world	audiences.	Among	the	best	Zapatas	are	Gulio	Petronis	Tepepa	and	Sergio	Corbuccis	The	Mercenary
(both	released	in	1968).	1969	showed	a	decline	in	the	number	of	westerns	produced,	and	a	tendency	to	parody	the	genre,	already	announced	in	the	previous	years,	became	more	apparent,	especially	in	the	Sartana	movies,	often	called	the	answer	of	the	spaghetti	western	to	the	James	Bond	movies.	#	The	Comedy	PeriodIn	1970	Enzo	Barboni,	who	had
been	Corbuccis	cinematographer	for	Django,	made	They	call	me	Trinity.	What	had	been	parody	had	now	become	slapstick	and	the	film	became	a	smash	hit	all	over	the	world.	It	also	marked	the	start	of	a	new	golden	period,	if	not	for	the	spaghetti	western,	then	at	least	for	the	Italian	film	industry.	Numerous	comedy	westerns	were	produced	and	the
actors	Terence	Hill	and	Bud	Spencer	both	became	international	stars.	In	general	fans	of	the	spaghetti	western	genre	are	not	so	fond	of	these	comedies,	but	the	Trinity	movies	are	good	fun	and	the	second	one,	Trinity	is	still	my	name	was	the	most	successful	Italian	western	ever	upon	its	initial	release.	My	Name	is	Nobody,	directed	by	Tonino	Valerii
(supervised	by	Leone),	is	a	serio-comical	reverie	about	the	end	of	the	West.	Some	films	were	of	fuse	of	spaghetti	western	elements	and	Hong	Kong	martial	arts	movies,	with	usually	an	eastern	fighting	star	dropped	in	the	Far	West,	but	none	of	these	films	became	a	real	classic.	Although	dominated	by	the	comedy	westerns,	a	few	serious	westerns	were
also	produced	in	the	first	half	of	the	seventies.	Corbucci	made	Compaeros,	a	sort	of	sequel	to	his	The	Mercenary	(1968),	while	Leone	made	Gi	la	testa	(1971),	which	was	a	somewhat	different	take	on	political	spaghetti	westerns.	#	The	Twilight	SpaghettisWhen	it	all	seemed	over,	the	genre	had	its	last	upswing	with	the	so-called	Twilight	Spaghettis,
dead-serious,	very	stylish	and	melancholic	westerns,	glorifying	(and	mourning)	both	the	end	of	the	genre	as	well	as	the	decay	of	the	Italian	industry	of	genre	movies.	The	films	were	partly	shot	in	the	by	then	ramshackle	-	western	towns	of	the	Roman	studios	that	had	produced	dozens	of	westerns	each	year	in	the	previous	decade.	Two	of	the	best
twilight	spaghettis	are	Michele	Lupos	California,	with	Giuliano	Gemma,	one	of	Italys	first	and	biggest	stars	of	the	genre,	and	Keoma,	made	by	the	prolific	director	Enzo	G.	Castellari,	and	starring	Franco	Nero,	who	had	played	Django	one	decade	earlier.TodayA	new	generation	of	film	makers,	represented	by	the	likes	of	Quentin	Tarantino	and	Robert
Rodriguez	have	rediscovered	and	embraced	the	genre,	introducing	story	elements	in	their	own	film	scripts	and	developing	a	visual	style	that	was	influenced	by	the	Italians	maestros	from	the	sixties.	At	the	same	time	veteran	film	makers	like	Martin	Scorsese,	Steven	Spielberg	and	of	course	Clint	Eastwood	have	confirmed	their	great	admiration	for
Sergio	Leone,	who	is	now	universally	recognized	as	one	of	the	greatest	film	makers	who	ever	lived.	Ennio	Morricone	received	an	honorary	Acadamy	Award	in	2007,	for	his	magnificent	and	multifaceted	contributions	to	the	art	of	film	music.	Clint	Eastwood	stood	next	to	him	at	the	ceremony.	Both	men	had	met	two	days	earlier,	for	the	first	in	40	years,
at	a	reception.	The	introduction	of	the	DVD	has	meant	a	lot	for	the	genre	too.	For	the	first	time	new	generations	could	see	those	films	in	their	full	widescreen	beauty,	and	although	there	still	are	things	to	desire,	the	most	important	films	are	now	available	on	DVD.	This	is	the	most	recent	version	of	our	introduction	page.	You	can	still	read	two	previous
versions	here:	Introduction	(previous	version)Recommended	next	steps:	check	out	our	Top	20,	our	Alternative	Top	20	or	our	Staff	favorites	for	some	inspiration.	New	November	2015:	10	Must-read	Spaghetti	Western	Books	-	From	Leone	to	the	Genres	Demise--By	Scherpschutter	&	LindbergThe	Western	is	one	of	the	oldest	genres	in	the	history	of
cinema.	1903s	The	Great	Train	Robbery	served	as	one	of	the	earliest	examples	of	the	possibilities	within	the	cinematic	medium	as	a	whole,	and	ever	since,	American	filmmakers	have	been	fascinated	by	the	mythology	of	the	Old	West.	We	still	see	Westerns	today	because	the	genre	is	not	monolithic,	and	there	are	many	ways	for	it	to	be	diversified	by
new	generations.	Due	to	the	flexibility	within	the	Western	genre,	such	subgenres	as	Sci-fi	Westerns,	Punk	Westerns,	Comedic	Westerns,	Neo-noir	Westerns,	Revisionist	Westerns,	Acid	Westerns,	and	even	Martial	Arts	Westerns	have	emerged.	However,	none	have	been	more	popular	or	influential	in	the	industry	than	Spaghetti	Westerns.	Westerns
Grew	More	Self-Reflective	as	Hollywood	Matured	Image	via	Paramount	Pictures	Western	filmmaking	in	the	United	States	was	in	its	golden	age	from	the	early	1930s	to	the	late	1950s.	During	this	period,	many	great	American	auteurs	such	as	William	Wyler,	John	Ford,	John	Huston,	George	Stevens,	Nicholas	Ray,	and	Anthony	Mann	emerged	to	create
stunning	spectacle	adventures,	launching	the	careers	of	such	icons	as	John	Wayne,	James	Stewart,	Alan	Ladd,	Gary	Cooper,	and	Walter	Brennan.	However,	Westerns	grew	more	self-reflective	as	Hollywood	matured,	as	films	like	The	Searchers	and	The	Man	Who	Shot	Liberty	Valance	questioned	the	notion	of	legacy	and	the	morality	of	the	genre.
Coupled	with	Hollywoods	interest	in	epic	films	and	musicals,	this	allowed	the	Western	genre	to	be	reimagined	in	a	completely	different	context.	The	term	Spaghetti	Western	refers	to	the	Western	films	that	were	shot	in	Italy,	but	generally	featured	American	movie	stars	and	adhered	to	the	genre	templates	established	in	the	golden	age.	While	the
popularity	of	Italy	as	a	production	center	is	where	the	genre	derived	its	name,	many	well-known	Spaghetti	Westerns	were	actually	international	coproductions,	and	thus	the	term	can	apply	to	a	broader	subsection	of	international	cinema.	However,	its	not	just	the	location	of	the	production	that	exemplifies	what	Spaghetti	Westerns	are;	it	was	also	an
important	stylistic	movement	that	brought	to	light	cutting	edge	filmmaking	techniques.	We	still	see	the	influence	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	today	through	direct	and	indirect	homages	by	filmmakers	who	love	the	era.	Image	via	Unidis	Unquestionably,	the	most	important	figure	within	the	Spaghetti	Western	movement	was	the	brilliant	Italian	filmmaker
Sergio	Leone.	Leone	had	tried	his	hands	at	epic	filmmaking	with	The	Colossus	of	Rhodes,	but	he	announced	himself	as	a	filmmaker	to	watch	with	his	1964	Western	A	Fistful	of	Dollars.	The	film	featured	a	young	Clint	Eastwood	in	his	breakout	role	as	The	Man	With	No	Name.	Despite	its	relatively	low	budget	and	association	with	pulpier	material,	A
Fistful	of	Dollars	actually	drew	inspiration	from	Akira	Kurosawas	classic	yakuza	film	Yojimbo,	and	featured	a	similar	story	placed	in	a	Western	context.	The	influence	of	Eastern	morality	within	a	stylized	Western	fable	made	for	an	interesting	diversion	from	the	earlier	Westerns	of	the	golden	age.	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	can	be	described	as	economic,	but
not	just	because	of	its	budget.	The	film	expertly	uses	a	combination	of	stark	wide	shots	and	intimate	close	ups	to	create	suspense,	with	dialogue	that	is	spare	and	often	memorably	stern.	While	some	of	the	later	films	within	the	golden	age	were	a	tad	darker	than	the	earliest	Western	heroes,	Eastwoods	unnamed	gunslinger	(referred	to	in	the	film	as	Joe)
offers	little	information	about	his	story,	morality,	or	interests.	Similar	to	Kurosawas	heroic	yakuzas,	he	simply	wanders	into	the	story	like	a	character	out	of	mythology,	and	leaves	with	legends	being	told	about	him.	Music	was	also	an	integral	component	to	the	film,	with	Ennio	Moricones	propulsive	score	adding	even	more	energy.	A	Fistful	of	Dollars
was	followed	by	two	sequels,	For	A	Few	Dollars	More	and	The	Good,	The	Bad,	and	the	Ugly,	both	of	which	are	considered	classics	as	well.	While	the	films	can	be	viewed	individually	without	the	context	of	the	trilogy,	they	collectively	map	the	journey	of	The	Man	With	No	Name	through	an	anthology	narrative.	The	Good,	The	Bad,	and	the	Ugly	in
particular	had	a	huge	impact	on	pop	culture,	made	Eastwood	a	household	name,	and	delved	into	anti-war	themes.	Eastwood	would	go	on	to	become	a	popular	Western	star	back	in	America,	and	Leone	crafted	another	Spaghetti	Western	masterpiece	with	1968s	Once	Upon	A	Time	in	The	West,	which	recently	cracked	the	Sight	and	Sound	list	of	the	100
greatest	films	ever	made.	Although	it	shared	stylistic	similarities	with	The	Man	With	No	Name	trilogy,	Once	Upon	A	Time	In	The	West	was	essentially	the	Spaghetti	Western	version	of	an	epic,	as	it	chronicled	the	history	of	the	American	rail	system	and	its	impact	on	the	end	of	the	cowboy	era.	The	film	also	notably	cast	against	type,	with	the	typically
gruff	Charles	Bronsan	as	the	heroic	hero	Harmonica	and	the	Hollywood	favorite	Henry	Fonda	as	a	cold-hearted	gunslinger.	Image	via	Netflix	While	Leone	is	certainly	the	most	pivotal	figure	in	the	history	of	Spaghetti	Westerns,	the	success	of	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	inspired	other	European	filmmakers	to	create	similar	films.	Other	stars	like	Franco	Nero,
Terrence	Hill,	and	John	Garco	attained	popularity	during	the	time	by	emulating	Eastwoods	demeanor,	and	Eastwoods	For	A	Few	Dollars	More	and	The	Good,	The	Bad,	and	the	Ugly	co-star	Lee	Van	Cleef	rose	in	prominence,	and	starred	in	many	Spaghetti	Westerns	of	his	own.	Similar	to	Leones	focus	on	Kurosawa,	many	Spaghetti	Westerns	drew
inspiration	from	classic	works	of	literature;	Ballad	of	the	Bounty	Hunter	was	based	on	Greek	mythology,	Johnny	Hamlet	took	inspiration	from	the	Shakesperean	play,	and	The	Return	of	Ringo	follows	similar	story	beats	to	Homers	The	Odyssey.	The	other	significant	auteur	to	emerge	from	this	era	was	Sergio	Corbucci,	whose	1966	film	Django	leaned
closer	to	the	pulpy	side	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	than	any	of	Leones	films	did.	While	it	also	paid	tribute	to	Yojimbo,	Django	was	much	more	violent,	featured	much	bolder	musical	cues,	and	was	unafraid	to	get	sexually	explicit.	The	Django	character	has	appeared	in	over	30	sequels,	but	only	a	few	are	official.	Corbucci	went	on	to	make	many	other
Spaghetti	Westerns,	including	The	Great	Silence,	The	Mercenary,	Navajo	Joe,	and	Minnesota	Clay.	The	influence	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	can	still	be	seen	today,	as	the	genres	hallmarks	of	tense	shootouts,	minimalistic	framing,	and	striking	music	have	influenced	many	other	genres.	Quentin	Tarantino	has	made	it	no	secret	that	hes	a	massive	fan	of	the
genre,	and	frequently	includes	both	tributes	and	homages	to	the	genres	classics	in	both	his	Western	and	non-Western	films.	Vince	Gilligan	has	often	drawn	inspiration	from	Spaghetti	Westerns	as	well;	El	Camino:	A	Breaking	Bad	Movie	features	a	shootout	in	the	style	of	Leone,	and	the	Better	Call	Saul	episode	Bagman	is	essentially	an	extended	tribute
to	the	genre.	Spaghetti	Westerns	continue	to	engage	younger	viewers,	and	it's	worth	exploring	their	history	to	see	how	prominent	they	remain.	A	straightforward	Spaghetti	Western	definition	will	help	you	understand	what	the	genre	is	all	about.	It	will	also	help	give	some	context	when	talking	about	the	rise	and	fall	of	the	sub-genre	and	how	its	legacy
survives	to	this	day.A	Spaghetti	Western	is	a	broad	subgenre	of	Western	films	made	by	Italian	filmmakers	from	the	early	1960s	to	the	late	70s.	Also	known	(and	more	respectfully	referred	to)	as	"western	allitaliana"	(Italian-style	Western),	the	genre	reached	its	peak	in	the	late	60s,	garnering	worldwide	popularity.	Often	filmed	with	low	budgets,
Spaghetti	Westerns	featured	anti-heroes	for	protagonists,	dastardly	villains,	desert	landscapes,	non-traditional	music	scores,	and	plenty	of	violence.Why	are	they	called	Spaghetti	Westerns?Even	if	film	fans	know	the	answer	to	What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western,"	they	might	still	ask	Why	are	they	called	Spaghetti	Westerns?	Its	because	these	films	were
pretty	much	all	made	in	Italy	by	Italian	filmmakers,	and	spaghetti	is	a	worldwide	Italian	cultural	export.	And	even	though	the	genres	style	has	been	adapted	and	imitated,	it	was	still	99%	an	Italian	phenomenon,	so	the	name	stuck.Anti-heroes	with	questionable	and	selfish	morals	(i.e.	doing	things	for	money	or	revenge).Despicable	villains	that
represented	the	worst	in	people.Desert	landscapes	and	shanty	towns.Subversion	of	traditional	Western	tropes	(i.e.,	identifiable	heroes	and	villains,	happy	endings,	black	and	white	morality).Commentary	on	politics	and	relations	among	others.The	Western	is,	first	and	foremost,	an	American-made	genre,	influenced	and	inspired	by	the	real	American
Western	frontier	of	the	1800s.	As	a	film	genre,	it	was	quite	popular	throughout	the	1930s,	40s,	and	50s.	By	the	60s,	the	genre	had	been	mostly	relegated	to	television.	One	of	them	Rawhide	starred	a	young	actor	named	Clint	Eastwood.Meanwhile,	after	the	Italian	Neorealism	film	movement	of	the	1940s	and	50s,	the	Italian	cinematic	landscape	became
dominated	by	sword-and-sandal	epics.	These	were	films	set	in	Greco-Roman	periods,	and	were	Italys	answer	to	similar	films	of	the	day	in	Hollywood,	such	as	The	Ten	Commandments,	Ben-Hur,	and	Spartacus.In-between	all	this,	some	Italian	filmmakers	were	making	Westerns	that	did	not	raise	much	attention.	They	were	not	anything	too	special	or
drastic,	simply	Western-style	films	shot	in	Europe.	A	few	of	these	were	Spanish-Italian	Westerns,	and	Spain	would	later	become	a	major	co-financier	in	the	sub-genre.	So,	if	youre	curious	as	to	where	were	Spaghetti	Westerns	filmed	(besides	Italy),	you	can	point	to	Spain.One	notable	Western	West	and	Soda	was	an	animated	film	parodying	the	Western
genre.	Due	to	being	started	before	but	released	in	1965	(a	year	after	the	genre	breakthrough),	it	is	sometimes	disputed	to	be	the	first	Spaghetti	Western,	meaning	it	sometimes	gets	lost	in	the	shuffle.It	also	further	rattles	the	question	of	what	is	a	Spaghetti	Western,	as	parody	films	(animated	or	otherwise)	didn't	really	dominate	the	genre.The	exact
start	of	the	Spaghetti	Western	is	disputed	and,	ultimately,	unknown,	since	Italy	was	already	making	Westerns	before	the	mid-1960s.	What	no	one	disputes	and	what	everyone	knows	is	the	movie	that	made	these	Westerns	a	household	name.A	Fistful	of	Dollars	(1964),	directed	by	Sergio	Leone,	scored	by	Ennio	Morricone,	and	starring	Clint
Eastwood.One	of	the	best	Spaghetti	Westerns,	this	was	the	breakthrough	that	created	an	industry	where	nearly	half	of	every	Italian	film	in	production	was	a	Western.Followed	up	by	For	a	Few	Dollars	More	(1965)	and	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	(1966),	these	movies	comprised	what	is	known	as	the	Dollars	Trilogy.	Each	one	starred	Eastwood	as
the	Man	with	No	Name,	a	drifter	who	came	into	town	to	fight	off	some	bad	guys	in	pursuit	of	money.	Other	actors	in	these	films	included	Lee	Van	Cleef	and	Eli	Wallach,	all	of	whom	would	later	star	in	even	more	of	these	Italian	Westerns.After	1964,	dozens	and	dozens	of	Italian	Westerns	got	made	every	year	until	at	least	1969.	Taking	inspiration	from
the	Dollars	Trilogy,	these	films	featured	anti-heroes	with	hidden	agendas,	revenge	plots,	and	plenty	of	blood	shed.	The	documentary	below	provides	an	extensive	look	at	the	genre	and	how	it	impacted	the	cinema	landscape.The	films	were	often	shot	on	low	budgets,	making	their	money	back	even	if	there	was	not	much	of	a	box	office	return.	Emulating
the	CinemaScope	look	without	anamorphic	lenses,	many	of	these	films	used	the	Techniscope	technique.	This	involved	shooting	with	spherical	lenses	but	using	a	smaller-but-wider	frame	within	35mm	film	strips.The	result	was	a	widescreen	image	with	plenty	of	noticeable	film	grain,	which	can	be	considered	part	of	the	genres	charm.Outside	of	the
Dollars	Trilogy,	Leone	also	directed	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968),	often	regarded	as	one	of	the	best	Spaghetti	Westerns	of	all-time	(along	with	his	Dollars	Trilogy),	making	him	the	preeminent	Italian	director	of	Spaghetti	Westerns.	Even	though	the	genre	was	not	well-regarded	among	critics	(hence	dismissively	calling	them	Spaghetti
Westerns),	OUATITW	was	well-regarded	at	the	time	and	is	still	recognized	as	one	of	the	best	Western	films	ever	made,	Spaghetti	or	otherwise.Outside	of	Leone,	two	other	Sergios	made	a	name	for	themselves	in	the	genre.	These	Italian	directors	helped	challenge	the	definition	of	What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western	by	opening	up	what	they	could	do,	show,
and	talk	about.Sergio	Corbucci	directed	some	of	the	most	violent	and	bleak	Westerns,	including	Django	(1966)	and	The	Great	Silence	(1968),	two	bonafide	classics.	Sergio	Sollima	was	the	most	political	of	the	three	Sergios,	making	films	that	commented	on	imperialism	and	revolutionaries.He	had	his	own	trilogy	of	films	with	The	Big	Gundown	(1966),
Face	to	Face	(1967),	and	Run,	Man,	Run	(1968);	these	films	are	recognized	as	belonging	to	the	sub-sub	genre	of	Zapata	Westerns,	which	put	the	focus	on	Mexican	protagonists.By	the	1970s,	the	Spaghetti	Western	had	fallen	out	of	popularity.	Not	only	were	way	less	of	these	films	being	made,	but	now	many	of	the	remaining	ones	were	light-hearted
comedies.	Among	these	were	They	Call	Me	Trinity	(1970)	and	its	followup	Trinity	Is	Still	My	Name	(1971),	the	latter	of	which	became	the	most	financially	successful	Italian	Western	of	all-time.	While	still	liked	by	genre	fans,	these	were	not	the	same	movies	as	the	ones	that	came	before,	and	the	genre	soon	died	out	in	the	late	70s.However,	the
Spaghetti	Western	never	really	left.	Franco	Nero,	star	of	Django,	returned	over	twenty	years	later	to	play	the	character	once	more	in	Django	Strikes	Again	(1987),	the	only	official	sequel	within	the	numerous	other	Django	films	that	spawned	in	the	wake	of	the	first.Clint	Eastwood	kept	making	his	own	Westerns,	such	as	The	Outlaw	Josey	Wales	in	the
mid-70s,	and	Unforgiven	in	the	early	90s.	Josey	Wales,	in	particular,	was	part	of	the	Revisionist	Western	sub-genre	which	emerged	around	the	same	time	as	the	Spaghetti	Westerns.	Also	known	as	Anti-Western	and	Post-Western,	these	films,	like	their	Italian	brethren,	eschewed	and	subverted	traditional	Western	tropes,	characters,	and	plotlines	to
create	movies	that	questioned	the	nature	of	the	genre.And	since	Spaghetti	Westerns	were	so	low	budget	and	so	many	of	them	became	cult	favorites,	mainstream	and	popular	directors	like	Quentin	Tarantino	and	Robert	Rodriguez,	more	or	less,	have	directed	a	fair	share	of	Spaghetti	Western-esque	films.	From	Kill	Bill	to	Once	Upon	a	Time	in
Hollywood,	Tarantino	has	an	immense	reverence	for	these	types	of	genre	films.As	for	Rodriguez,	he	made	a	whole	trilogy	about	a	mariachi-turned-gunslinger.	Needless	to	say,	the	legacy	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	has	only	gotten	stronger	since	the	world	first	got	a	fistful	of	dollars.Now	that	weve	answered	What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western,	why	not	continue
your	education	by	learning	about	the	best	the	genre	has	to	offer?	Our	list	of	the	best	Spaghetti	Western	movies	of	all-time	includes	popular	choices	as	well	as	rarely-seen	favorites,	all	of	which	are	certified	classics.Up	Next:	Best	Spaghetti	Westerns	Spaghetti	Westerns	arent	your	average	cowboy	tales;	theyre	a	unique	film	genre	that	reshaped	cinemas
portrayal	of	the	Wild	West.They	emerged	in	the	1960s,	offering	a	grittier,	more	stylized	vision	of	the	American	frontier.Well	jump	into	what	sets	these	films	apart,	from	their	European	roots	to	the	iconic	scores	that	still	echo	in	pop	culture	today.Stay	tuned	as	we	unravel	the	allure	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	and	why	theyve	left	an	indelible	mark	on	the
world	of	filmmaking.	A	spaghetti	western	is	a	subgenre	of	the	Western	film	that	emerged	in	the	mid-to	late	1960s	in	the	wake	of	Sergio	Leones	Dollars	Trilogy.Spaghetti	westerns	were	produced	almost	exclusively	in	Italy,	and	their	style	is	defined	by	European	and	Latin	American	directors,	starring	European	and	Latin	American	actors,	and	employing
European	writers.Spaghetti	westerns	are	characterized	by	the	presence	of	more	action	sequences	than	was	common	in	other	Western	film	genres.The	early	films	in	this	genre	were	often	an	attempt	to	imitate	the	success	of	American	westerns,	but	with	exotic	locations,	anti-heroes,	and	more	violence.	By	the	mid-1960s,	most	spaghetti	westerns	were
made	in	Italy	and	Europe	(such	as	Spain),	although	there	are	notable	exceptions.The	term	spaghetti	western	was	coined	by	critics	who	considered	these	films	inferior	to	their	Hollywood	counterparts.However,	some	spaghetti	westerns	were	popular	with	audiences,	such	as:The	Good	The	Bad	And	The	Ugly	(1966)For	a	Few	Dollars	More	(1965)A	Fistful
of	Dollars	(1964)Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968)Heres	our	introduction	to	spaghetti	westerns	covering	the	history	and	evolution	of	the	genre:	Origins	Of	Spaghetti	WesternsThe	term	Spaghetti	Western	was	first	coined	as	a	somewhat	dismissive	slur	by	critics	who	noticed	the	majority	of	these	films	were	produced	and	directed	by	Italians,
predominantly	shot	in	Spains	arid	landscapes.Though	the	genres	roots	can	be	traced	back	to	the	revered	American	Western,	our	thorough	analysis	reveals	that	the	European	perspective	fundamentally	altered	the	genres	DNA.Spirited	by	a	desire	to	reinterpret	the	American	Wild	West,	Italian	filmmakers	like	Sergio	Leone	sought	not	to	imitate	but	to
reinvent.	Sergio	LeonesA	Fistful	of	Dollarsmarked	a	defining	moment,	blending	Italian,	German,	and	Spanish	partnerships	to	unveil	a	Western	that	was	radically	distinct	from	Hollywoods	version.The	films	release	in	1964	unshackled	a	treasure	trove	of	ideologically	diverse	and	stylistically	bold	pictures	that	questioned	the	traditional	moral	boundaries
associated	with	the	American	versions	of	the	genre.Key	components	essential	to	Spaghetti	Westerns	included:Antiheroeswho	were	more	often	morally	ambiguous	than	their	clean-cut	American	counterparts.Violent	and	cynical	storylines	that	subverted	the	once	clear-cut	division	between	good	and	evil.Ennio	Morricones	musicwhich	left	an	indelible
mark	on	cinema	with	its	innovative	and	haunting	tunes.The	genesis	of	the	genre	was	bolstered	by	economic	factors	as	well.Italys	post-war	economy	was	on	the	verge	of	modernization,	and	filmmakers	found	both	a	challenge	and	an	opportunity	in	low-budget	production	setups.This	frugal	approach	to	filmmaking	necessitated	a	creative	utilization	of
limited	resources,	giving	birth	to	a	film	style	that	was	both	striking	and	unconventional.Our	deep	jump	into	the	backdrop	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	illuminates	how	the	fusion	of	resourcefulness	and	artistry	cultivated	a	timeless	sub-genre.	Characteristics	Of	Spaghetti	WesternsSpaghetti	Westerns	are	renowned	for	their	distinctive	features	that	set	them
apart	from	their	American	counterparts.Well	walk	you	through	some	of	these	defining	characteristics	that	have	captivated	audiences	worldwide.	Stylistic	Innovations	and	Visual	FlairThe	aesthetics	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	are	immediately	recognizable.	Directors	like	Sergio	Leone	utilized	extreme	close-ups,	long	takes,	and	vast	landscapes	to	create	a
dramatic	and	tense	atmosphere.These	visual	experiments	gave	the	films	a	unique	look,	making	them	stand	out	from	traditional	Hollywood	Westerns.Ennio	Morricones	Iconic	Scores	Music	played	a	pivotal	role	in	these	films	none	more	so	than	the	scores	byEnnio	Morricone.The	haunting	whistles	and	twangy	guitar	riffs	became	synonymous	with	the
genre,	creating	an	auditory	trademark.Morricones	music	wasnt	mere	background	accompaniment;	it	was	an	integral	character	in	the	unfolding	narratives.Economic	Storytelling	and	Practical	EffectsBudget	constraints	led	to	innovation.	Filmmakers	made	use	of	practical	effects	and	clever	camera	tricks	to	portray	grand	scenes	of	action	and
mayhem.This	constraint-driven	creativity	became	a	hallmark,	showing	that	limited	funds	need	not	limit	imagination.Thematically	Diverse	and	Politically	ChargedSpaghetti	Westerns	werent	afraid	to	explore	complex	themes.	They	often	delved	into	political	issues,	morality,	and	human	psychology,	offering	a	darker,	more	cynical	view	of	the	Wild
West.This	ideological	depth	added	layers	to	the	storytelling,	distancing	these	films	from	the	black-and-white	morality	of	earlier	Westerns.Morally	Ambiguous	CharactersForget	your	clear-cut	heroes	and	villains,	Spaghetti	Westerns	introduced	characters	that	lived	in	the	grey	area.Protagonists	were	often	antiheroes,	driven	by	personal	gain	or	revenge,
rather	than	the	archetypal	good	guy	motives.	This	nuance	made	the	characters	more	relatable	and	human,	So	more	engaging.	Our	appreciation	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	comes	not	just	from	their	entertainment	value	but	also	from	their	significant	impact	on	filmmaking.They	challenged	norms,	introduced	new	cinematic	techniques,	and	gave	us	some	of
the	most	memorable	characters	and	soundtracks	in	film	history.As	we	analyze	their	influence,	we	recognize	how	these	films	reshaped	the	Western	genre	and	continue	to	influence	contemporary	cinema.	Influences	On	Spaghetti	WesternsWeve	come	to	understand	that	Spaghetti	Westerns	didnt	emerge	in	a	vacuum.They	drew	heavily	from	various
sources,	ranging	from	earlier	Western	films	to	other	international	cinema	movements.To	fully	appreciate	the	unique	flavor	of	Spaghetti	Westerns,	we	need	to	acknowledge	the	eclectic	ingredients	that	contributed	to	their	distinctiveness.Firstly,	the	Akira	Kurosawa	samurai	classics,	such	asYojimbo,	played	a	pivotal	role.These	films	portrayal	of	lone
warriors	navigating	moral	grey	areas	resonated	with	Spaghetti	Western	directors,	influencing	their	approach	to	the	solitary	anti-hero.The	Italian	history	of	opera	also	seeped	into	the	filmmaking	style	emphasizing	melodrama,	larger-than-life	characters,	and	the	fundamental	role	of	music,	as	evidenced	in	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly.Other
significant	influences	include:The	gritty	realism	of	Italian	Neorealism,The	stylized	violence	of	American	film	noir,Historical	European	literature	that	glorified	the	bygone	era	of	wild	frontiers.In	analyzing	the	narrative	structure,	Spaghetti	Westerns	incorporated	the	stark,	sometimes	desolate	realities	of	post-World	War	II	Italy.This	periods	economic	and
social	strife	translated	into	narratives	that	reflected	disillusionment	and	the	struggle	for	survival,	attributes	discernible	inFor	a	Few	Dollars	MoreandOnce	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West.Interestingly,	directors	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	took	cues	from	American	Westerns	of	the	1950s,	which	themselves	were	starting	to	challenge	the	genres	traditional
morality.Films	likeHigh	NoonandThe	Searchersbegan	questioning	the	black-and-white	delineation	of	good	and	evil	long	before	Sergio	Leone	brought	his	vision	to	the	silver	screen.By	weaving	together	these	diverse	threads,	Spaghetti	Westerns	created	a	tapestry	rich	in	artistic	expression	that	continues	to	captivate	audiences	and	inspire	filmmakers
around	the	world.The	genre	stands	as	a	testament	to	cultural	exchange	and	creative	reinterpretation	hallmarks	that	reverberate	through	the	silver	screens	of	history	to	todays	cinematic	landscape.	Iconic	Spaghetti	Western	FilmsWhen	diving	into	the	realm	of	Spaghetti	Westerns,	certain	titles	stand	out	for	their	profound	impact	on	the	genre	and
global	cinema.Sergio	LeonesThe	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Uglyremains	a	cornerstone	of	the	movement.Ennio	Morricones	score	for	this	film	is	not	just	memorable;	its	become	synonymous	with	Western	showdowns	worldwide.A	Fistful	of	Dollarswas	the	movie	that	catapulted	Clint	Eastwood	into	stardom	and	solidified	the	Italian	take	on	Westerns	as	a
force	to	be	reckoned	with.Its	narrative	is	a	testimony	to	the	international	blend	that	characterizes	Spaghetti	Westerns,	borrowing	heavily	from	Akira	KurosawasYojimbo.Wed	be	remiss	not	to	mentionOnce	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West,	another	Leone	masterpiece.This	film	reveals	a	more	mature	phase	of	the	genre	a	contemplative	take	on	the
transformation	of	the	Old	West.	With	its	long,	dramatic	sequences	and	nuanced	storytelling,	it	set	itself	apart	from	its	predecessors.	The	contributions	of	other	directors	cant	be	overlooked:Damiano	DamianisA	Bullet	for	the	Generalbreaks	ground	with	its	political	subtext	and	dynamic	characters.Sergio	CorbuccisDjangointroduces	a	hero	who	defies	the
stereotypical	moral	compass	and	shakes	the	genres	foundation.These	films	collectively	cast	a	long	shadow,	cementing	the	Spaghetti	Westerns	place	in	genre	filmmaking	while	showing	a	unique	European	perspective	on	the	American	mythology	of	the	wild	west.Each	piece	contributes	to	the	overarching	narrative	and	style	that	defined	Spaghetti
Westerns,	standing	as	cultural	milestones	in	their	own	right.Legacy	And	Impact	Of	Spaghetti	WesternsThe	cinematic	tapestry	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	is	rich	with	influence	and	longevity.These	movies	didnt	just	reshape	the	Western	genre;	they	left	an	indelible	mark	on	the	broader	landscape	of	global	cinema.With	bold	directors	like	Sergio	Leone	and
unique	compositions	from	Ennio	Morricone,	Spaghetti	Westerns	infused	a	new	vigor	into	the	genre	that	still	resonates	today.Directors	across	the	world	draw	inspiration	from	the	stylistic	choices	and	narrative	structures	pioneered	by	Spaghetti	Westerns.Modern	filmmakers	frequently	pay	homage	to	their	techniques:Utilizing	long,	tension-building
sequences,Embracing	morally	complex	characters,Implementing	eclectic	and	evocative	soundtracks.The	legacy	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	extends	beyond	the	silver	screen.Theyve	influenced	a	gamut	of	other	mediums,	from	television	series	to	video	games.Titles	likeRed	Dead	Redemptionand	shows	likeWestworldecho	the	themes	and	visuals	of	classic
Spaghetti	Westerns,	attesting	to	their	enduring	appeal	and	relevance.	The	genre	also	propelled	Italian	cinema	onto	the	international	stage,	with	films	likeOnce	Upon	a	Time	in	the	WestandA	Fistful	of	Dollarsbecoming	synonymous	with	cinematic	innovation.Their	economic	storytelling,	enhanced	by	visual	flair	and	practical	effects,	crafted	a	template
that	still	serves	as	a	benchmark	for	filmmakers	striving	to	convey	powerful	stories	without	the	need	for	excessive	dialogue.Spaghetti	Westerns	have	become	a	case	study	in	film	schools,	dissected	for	their	contributions	to	genre	theory	and	film	aesthetics.As	such,	their	impact	is	not	just	historical	but	educational,	providing	a	blueprint	for	storytelling
and	visual	composition	that	is	meticulously	analyzed	and	taught.The	discourse	around	Spaghetti	Westerns	continues	to	evolve,	emphasizing	the	genres	role	in	challenging	and	reflecting	societal	norms.Their	politically	charged	narratives	and	diverse	thematic	content	have	paved	the	way	for	films	that	question	and	critique,	rather	than	uphold,
traditional	values.What	Is	A	Spaghetti	Western	Wrap	UpWeve	journeyed	through	the	rugged	terrain	of	Spaghetti	Westerns,	uncovering	the	essence	that	makes	them	stand	out	in	the	cinematic	landscape.These	films	are	more	than	just	a	European	take	on	the	American	West,	theyre	a	bold	reimagining	that	continues	to	resonate	with	audiences	and
filmmakers	alike.Their	legacy	is	unmistakable,	influencing	countless	aspects	of	popular	culture	and	remaining	a	vibrant	topic	of	discussion	for	cinephiles	and	academics.Spaghetti	Westerns	have	indeed	left	an	indelible	mark	on	the	world	of	cinema,	proving	that	from	their	stylized	storytelling	to	their	complex	characters,	theyre	a	genre	that	refuses	to
ride	off	into	the	sunset.Frequently	Asked	QuestionsWhat	Are	Spaghetti	Westerns?Spaghetti	Westerns	are	a	subgenre	of	Western	films	that	emerged	in	the	1960s.	They	were	primarily	produced	by	Italian	studios	and	are	known	for	their	stylistic	innovations,	distinct	music,	and	often	more	morally	ambiguous	storylines	compared	to	traditional	American
Westerns.How	Do	Spaghetti	Westerns	Differ	From	American	Westerns?Spaghetti	Westerns	often	showcase	a	more	visual	flair,	iconic	scores	by	composers	like	Ennio	Morricone,	leaner	storytelling,	practical	effects,	and	thematically	complex	narratives.Characters	in	these	films	are	typically	more	morally	gray	compared	to	their	American
counterparts.What	Are	Some	Influences	On	Spaghetti	Westerns?Spaghetti	Westerns	were	influenced	by	Akira	Kurosawas	samurai	films,	Italian	Neorealism,	American	film	noir,	European	literature,	and	the	morally	complex	American	Westerns	of	the	1950s.Which	Films	Are	Iconic	In	The	Spaghetti	Western	Genre?Iconic	Spaghetti	Western	films	include
The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly,	A	Fistful	of	Dollars,	and	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West.These	films	are	celebrated	for	their	contributions	to	the	genre	and	cinema	worldwide.Who	Are	Notable	Directors	In	The	Spaghetti	Western	Genre?Besides	the	renowned	Sergio	Leone,	directors	like	Damiano	Damiani	and	Sergio	Corbucci	are	also	notable	for	their
contributions	to	the	Spaghetti	Western	genre.What	Is	The	Legacy	Of	Spaghetti	Westerns	In	Modern	Cinema?Spaghetti	Westerns	have	left	a	significant	impact	on	modern	filmmaking,	influencing	directors	and	various	other	media	such	as	television	and	video	games.The	genre	has	also	become	a	common	study	subject	in	film	schools	for	its	stylistic	and
thematic	contributions	to	cinema.	So,	you've	heard	the	term	"spaghetti	Western,"	but	you're	not	sure	what	it	refers	to?	Fortunately,	it's	a	pretty	simple	category	for	a	cycle	of	Western	movies	made	by	Italian	studios	and	filmmakers	in	the	'60s	and	'70s,	but	often	shot	in	Spain	and	other	locales	disguised	as	the	American	West.	More	subjectively,
spaghetti	Westerns	tend	to	be	more	stylized	and	violent	than	their	American	counterparts,	with	less	sentimentality	and	cooler	atmospherics.	These	were	movies	produced	for	a	younger	audience	that	was	more	interested	in	rock	music	than	Gene	Autry	campfire	songs	or	serious	meditations	on	the	West,	and	that	makes	them	all	the	more	entertaining
today.If	you're	interested	in	spaghetti	Westerns,	there	are	some	directors	that	you	need	to	know.	The	first	and	by	far	the	most	influential	is	Sergio	Leone,	the	director	of	the	"Dollars"	trilogy	("A	Fistful	of	Dollars,"	"For	a	Few	Dollars	More,"	and	"The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly,"	all	starring	Clint	Eastwood	as	The	Man	With	No	Name)	and	"Once	Upon	a
Time	in	the	West."	These	four	movies	alone	make	a	decent	enough	introduction	to	the	massive	wave	of	spaghetti	Westerns	that	were	made,	and	though	there	are	several	other	masterworks	out	there,	you'll	be	hard-pressed	to	find	any	that	surpass	them	in	quality.	And	one	movie,	in	particular,	makes	for	an	ideal	starting	point.	Although	Sergio	Leone's
"The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly"	was	his	third	spaghetti	Western	starring	Clint	Eastwood	as	the	nameless	and	seemingly	unkillable	gunfighter,	it	makes	for	an	ideal	introduction	to	the	entire	spaghetti	Western	universe	thanks	to	its	status	as	a	pop	culture	icon.	Everyone	knows	the	movie's	theme	song	by	Ennio	Morricone,	and	everyone	knows	about
Leone's	penchant	for	extreme	close-ups	and	long,	drawn-out	buildups	to	climactic	violence.	These	elements	have	become	so	iconic	that	they	have	been	parodied	again	and	again	in	cartoons	and	comedy	sketches.	But	watching	these	elements	and	others	in	their	native	form	is	so	exciting,	especially	when	they	were	probably	never	executed	better	than
they	were	in	"The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly."After	you	watch	"The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly,"	you'll	know	whether	you	want	to	go	further	in	exploring	spaghetti	Westerns.	If	you	like	it,	you'll	be	pleased	to	check	out	Leone's	other	Westerns,	and	if	you	don't,	you	can	be	reasonably	certain	that	spaghetti	Westerns	are	not	for	you.	But	there	are	plenty
of	great	spaghetti	Westerns	not	directed	by	Leone	for	you	to	check	out	as	well.	If	you're	familiar	with	Quentin	Tarantino's	"Django	Unchained,"	you're	at	least	somewhat	aware	of	Sergio	Corbucci's	"Django"	starring	Franco	Nero	as	the	titular	and	just	possibly	undead	vengeful	gunfighter.	"Django"	is	simply	one	of	the	coolest	Western	heroes	ever
conceived,	Spaghetti	or	otherwise,	thanks	in	large	part	to	Nero's	charismatic	and	mysterious	performance,	as	well	as	that	coffin	Django	has	a	habit	of	dragging	everywhere	behind	him.	Corbucci	made	many	spaghetti	Westerns,	and	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	his	films	is	their	extreme	violence.	This	element	is	certainly	present	in	"Django.""Django"
inspired	several	unofficial	sequels,	as	well	as	a	belated	official	follow-up	starring	Nero	in	the	1980s.	Many	of	these	are	entertaining	and	worth	checking	out	as	you	explore	the	world	of	spaghetti	Westerns	more	thoroughly.	And	good	luck	getting	the	"Django"	theme	song	which	was	also	borrowed	for	"Django	Unchained"	out	of	your	head	once	you've
heard	it.	Like	Sergio	Leone,	Sergio	Corbucci	directed	plenty	of	other	great	spaghetti	Westerns,	in	addition	to	"Django."	"The	Great	Silence"	is	particularly	good,	and	serves	as	a	grim	bit	of	political	philosophy,	as	well.	But	in	the	continuing	interest	of	a	wider	focus,	"Day	of	Anger"	is	another	spaghetti	Western	essential,	and	this	one	isn't	even	directed
by	a	guy	named	Sergio.	Instead,	it's	the	work	of	Tonino	Valerii,	another	spaghetti	Western	master	who	worked	for	Leone	as	an	assistant	director	for	branching	off	and	making	a	few	classics	of	his	own.Valerii's	"Day	of	Anger"	stars	Lee	Van	Cleef	(a	familiar	face	to	spaghetti	Western	fans,	to	say	the	least)	as	gunslinger	Frank	Talby,	who	rides	into	town
and	serves	as	a	mentor	to	aspiring	gunfighter	Scott	Mary	(Giuliano	Gemma).	Talby	teaches	Mary	some	crucial	lessons	about	the	world	of	Western	showdowns,	but	the	two	eventually	find	themselves	on	opposite	ends	of	a	showdown	of	their	own.	The	mentor-turned-antagonist	dynamic	and	the	film's	climactic	battle	both	give	"Day	of	Anger"	a	unique
flavor	among	spaghetti	Westerns,	and	it's	also	a	blast	to	see	Van	Cleef	playing	a	multifaceted	character	who	serves	as	both	mentor	and	villain.Fortunately,	even	after	you	watch	these	movies,	there	are	plenty	more	spaghetti	Westerns	waiting	for	the	dedicated	scholar.	"Keoma,"	"A	Bullet	for	the	General,"	and	"Duck,	You	Sucker"	are	some	other	genre
highlights	that	come	to	mind,	and	also	serve	as	proof	that	no	variety	of	movie	has	ever	had	better	titles.	Deserts,	gunfights,	cowboys,	outlaws,	and	shanties.	These	are	common	elements	of	the	Western	genre,	which	may	be	found	in	literature	and	film.	However,	for	many	lovers	of	the	genre,	it	mainly	refers	to	Spaghetti	Westerns,	a	genre	that	arose	in
the	1960s.They	were	not	traditional	Westerns	since	they	were	frequently	low-budget,	contained	violence	and	dubious	morality,	and	were	officially	foreign	pictures.So,	what	exactly	is	a	Spaghetti	Western,	why	is	it	named	that,	and	how	did	it	become	so	famous	and	leave	such	an	enduring	legacy?	Let	us	see	everything	about	Spaghetti	Western	in	this
blog.by	Glavo	/	Pixabay	/	Copyright	2019	A	simple	Spaghetti	Western	definition	will	help	you	answer	the	question	of	what	is	a	spaghetti	western.	It	will	also	serve	to	provide	context	when	discussing	the	birth	and	collapse	of	the	subgenre	and	how	its	legacy	lives	on	to	this	day.Spaghetti	Westerns	are	a	large	subgenre	of	Western	films	produced	by
Italian	directors	between	the	early	1960s	and	the	late	1970s.	The	genre,	also	called	and	more	politely	referred	to	as	Italian-style	Western,	peaked	in	the	late	1960s,	gaining	international	recognition.Spaghetti	Westerns,	frequently	made	on	a	shoestring	budget,	featured	anti-hero	protagonists,	heinous	villains,	desert	scenery,	non-traditional	music
soundtracks,	and	plenty	of	bloodshed.	Even	though	film	aficionados	know	the	answer	to	the	question	What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western?	they	may	still	wonder	Why	are	they	called	Spaghetti	Westerns?Its	because	these	films	were	mostly	created	in	Italy	by	Italian	directors,	and	spaghetti	is	a	worldwide	Italian	cultural	export,	thus	the	term	stuck.	As	a	type	of
Western	film,	Spaghetti	Westerns	not	only	add	an	Italian	filmmaker	to	the	mix	but	also	went	against	Hollywoods	Wild	West	narratives	in	various	ways.The	Spaghetti	Western	is	defined	by	the	following	characteristics,	which	are	distinguishing	qualities	and	distinctions	from	the	parent	genre:	Despite	their	limited	resources,	Italian	filmmakers	mimicked
the	aesthetic	of	CinemaScope	without	using	the	techniques	anamorphic	lenses.Instead,	they	employed	Techniscope	spherical	lenses	and	35mm	film	to	generate	a	wide-screen	image	with	noticeable	film	grain.	Many	filmgoers	see	the	subgenres	appearance	as	a	key	part	of	its	allure.Spaghetti	Western	protagonists	frequently	endure	difficult	conflicts
and	moral	dilemmas,	shown	in	the	tension	and	anguish	etched	all	over	their	faces.Filmmakers	used	close-ups	and	extreme	close-ups	with	dramatic	zooms	to	bring	this	out	with	spectacular	effects.The	opening	credits,	which	were	typically	intricate	visuals	and	titles	to	create	the	tone	or	begin	with	a	visual	boom,	were	similarly	dramatic	and	expressive.
These	Italian	Westerns	score	was	significantly	less	cinematic	than	those	of	Hollywood	films.Ennio	Morricone	employed	whistling	in	the	music	of	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	and	introduced	electric	guitars.	Many	Spaghetti	Westerns	followed	suit	and	adopted	the	new	tone	for	their	soundtracks.	Instead	of	justice,	freedom,	or	Manifest	Destiny,	the	antiheroes	of
the	Spaghetti	Westerns	are	greedy	and	ethically	ambiguous.Money,	vengeance,	and	self-interest	drive	the	protagonists,	while	the	antagonists	go	to	savagery	and	lengths	that	top	classic	films	would	never	reveal.The	principal	protagonists	are	gunslingers,	bank	robbers,	and	bounty	hunters.	Mexican	rebels	and	gunfighters	took	on	corrupt	rulers	in	the
Zapata	Westerns.	From	gunfights	to	gore,	these	Westerns	have	more	violence	than	Hollywood	movies.	The	Spaghetti	Western	allows	the	spectator	to	cheer	for	flawed	antiheroes	and	villains	who	are	completely	unlikeable.Instead	of	nostalgia	and	idealization,	the	more	realistic	representation	of	Italian	Westerns	was	frequently	accompanied	by	left-
wing	politics,	satire	or	cynicism,	and	comments	on	the	Old	Wests	worldview,	corruption,	and	politics.	Most	Spaghetti	Westerns	failed	to	match	Sergio	Leones	box	office	success.	However,	because	these	films	were	often	low-budget	productions,	economic	success	came	quickly.To	save	money,	the	films	of	the	Italian	Western	subgenre	were	made	in	Italy
and	sometimes	Spain,	making	them	technically	Spanish-Italian	Westerns.	The	Western	is	an	American	genre,	informed	and	inspired	by	the	genuine	American	Western	frontier	of	the	1800s.It	was	a	popular	cinema	genre	throughout	the	1930s,	1940s,	and	1950s.	By	the	1960s,	the	genre	had	mostly	been	confined	to	television.	Rawhide,	one	of	them,
starred	a	young	actor	called	Clint	Eastwood.Meanwhile,	following	the	Italian	Neorealism	film	movement	of	the	1940s	and	1950s,	sword-and-sandal	epics	dominated	the	Italian	cinematic	scene.These	were	Greco-Roman	period	films	that	were	Italys	response	to	similar	Hollywood	films	of	the	time,	such	as	Ben-Hur,	The	Ten	Commandments,	and
Spartacus.Despite	this,	several	Italian	directors	were	producing	Westerns	that	received	little	notice.	They	werent	anything	out	of	the	ordinary	or	shocking;	they	were	just	Western-style	films	filmed	in	Europe.Several	were	Spanish-Italian	Westerns,	and	Spain	would	become	a	significant	co-financier	in	the	subgenre.	So,	if	youre	wondering	where
Spaghetti	Westerns	were	filmed	except	Italy,	it	would	be	Spain.West	and	Soda,	an	animated	film	parodying	the	Western	genre,	was	one	famous	Western.It	is	frequently	claimed	to	be	the	first	Spaghetti	Western	because	it	was	begun	before	but	released	in	1965.	Therefore	it	sometimes	gets	lost	in	the	shuffle.It	also	raises	the	question	of	what
constitutes	a	Spaghetti	Western,	as	parody	films	did	not	dominate	the	genre.	Since	Italy	was	already	creating	Westerns	before	the	mid-1960s,	the	actual	start	of	the	Spaghetti	Western	is	debated	and,	ultimately,	uncertain.What	no	one	contests	and	everyone	knows	are	the	films	that	made	these	Westerns	famous.	Sergio	Leones	A	Fistful	of	Dollars
(1964),	composed	by	Ennio	Morricone	and	Clint	Eastwood	as	the	movies	actor.This	breakthrough	spawned	an	industry	where	roughly	half	of	every	Italian	film	in	production	was	a	Western.	It	was	one	of	the	finest	Spaghetti	Westerns.The	Good,	the	Bad,	and	the	Ugly	(1966),	For	a	Few	Dollars	More	(1965),	along	with	the	film	Sergio	Leones	A	Fistful	of
Dollars	(1964),	constituted	and	is	known	as	the	Dollars	Trilogy.Each	featured	Eastwood	as	the	Man	with	No	Name,	a	vagabond	who	arrived	in	town	to	fight	off	evil	people	in	search	of	money.	Other	actors	in	these	films	were	Lee	Van	Cleef	and	Eli	Wallach,	who	would	all	go	on	to	feature	in	more	of	these	Italian	Westerns.Every	year	after	1964,	dozens
upon	dozens	of	Italian	Westerns	were	created	until	at	least	1969.	These	films,	inspired	by	the	Dollars	Trilogy,	featured	anti-heroes	with	secret	motives,	vengeance	plots,	and	plenty	of	bloodshed.The	films	were	frequently	filmed	on	minimal	budgets,	making	their	money	back	even	if	the	box	office	returns	were	low.Many	of	these	films	employed	the
Techniscope	technology	to	simulate	the	Cinema	Scope	appearance	without	using	anamorphic	lenses.This	included	utilizing	spherical	lenses	but	shooting	with	a	smaller-but-wider	frame	within	35mm	film	strips.	The	outcome	was	a	widescreen	image	with	a	lot	of	visible	film	grain,	which	adds	to	the	genres	attractiveness.Aside	from	the	Dollars	Trilogy,
Leone	also	directed	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968),	which	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	the	finest	Spaghetti	Westerns	of	all	time,	establishing	him	as	the	foremost	Italian	Spaghetti	Western	filmmaker.Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968)	was	well-received	at	the	time	and	is	now	regarded	as	one	of	the	finest	Western	films	ever	produced,
Spaghetti	or	otherwise,	even	though	the	genre	was	not	well-liked	among	critics.Aside	from	Leone,	two	more	Sergios	established	themselves	in	the	genre.	These	Italian	directors	aided	in	challenging	the	notion	of	What	is	a	Spaghetti	Western?	by	broadening	the	scope	of	what	they	could	accomplish,	show,	and	discuss.Sergio	Corbucci	directed	some	of
the	most	brutal	and	gloomy	Westerns,	including	the	masterpieces	The	Great	Silence	(1968)	and	Django	(1966).	Sergio	Sollima,	the	most	political	of	the	three	Sergios,	made	films	on	imperialism	and	revolutionaries.With	Run,	Man,	Run	(1968),	Face	to	Face	(1967),	and	The	Big	Gundown	(1966),	he	created	his	trilogy	of	films;	these	films	are	classified	as
belonging	to	the	sub-genre	of	Zapata	Westerns,	which	focused	on	Mexican	characters.	The	Spaghetti	Western	had	gone	out	of	favor	by	the	1970s.	Not	only	were	fewer	of	these	films	being	created,	but	many	of	those	that	remained	were	lighthearted	comedies.Trinity	Is	Still	My	Name	(1971)	and	its	prequel	They	Call	Me	Trinity	(1970)	were	among
these,	with	the	latter	being	the	most	financially	successful	Italian	Western	of	all	time.While	genre	enthusiasts	continued	to	enjoy	these	films,	they	were	not	the	same	as	those	that	had	come	before,	and	the	genre	died	out	in	the	late	1970s.The	Spaghetti	Western,	on	the	other	hand,	never	truly	went	away.Djangos	actor,	Franco	Nero,	returned	almost
twenty	years	later	to	reprise	the	role	in	Django	Strikes	Again	(1987),	the	sole	official	sequel	among	the	several	additional	Django	films	that	followed	the	original.Clint	Eastwood	continued	to	make	Westerns,	including	Unforgiven	in	the	early	1990s	and	The	Outlaw	Josey	Wales	in	the	mid-1970s.	Josey	Wales,	in	particular,	was	a	member	of	the
Revisionist	Western	sub-genre	that	arose	at	the	same	time	as	the	Spaghetti	Westerns.These	films,	also	called	Anti-Western	and	Post-Western,	rejected	and	subverted	classic	Western	themes,	characters,	and	plotlines,	as	did	their	Italian	counterparts,	to	make	pictures	that	questioned	the	genres	essence.And,	because	Spaghetti	Westerns	were	so	low-
budget	and	so	many	became	cult	classics,	mainstream	and	popular	directors	such	as	Quentin	Tarantino	and	Robert	Rodriguez	have	created	a	fair	amount	of	Spaghetti	Western-Esque	flicks.Tarantino	has	a	deep	appreciation	for	genre	films,	ranging	from	Kill	Bill	to	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	Hollywood.Rodriguez,	on	the	other	hand,	created	an	entire	trilogy
on	a	mariachi-turned-gunslinger.	Needless	to	say,	the	legacy	of	Spaghetti	Westerns	has	only	grown	since	the	world	first	received	a	handful	of	cash.by	Filio	/	Pixabay	/	Copyright	2016	The	Good,	the	Bad,	and	the	Ugly,	Sergio	Leones	Spaghetti	Western	masterwork,	is	the	greatest	film	in	the	genre.	Leone	depicts	the	good,	the	evil,	and	the	ugly	that
plagued	the	American	west,	from	broad	vistas	of	desert	sands	to	extreme	close-ups	of	Clint	Eastwood.Leones	directing	may	appear	opaque	to	modern	audiences,	but	his	cinematic	vision	is	undeniably	superb.If	you	ask	a	bunch	of	critics,	What	is	the	finest	Spaghetti	Western	of	all	time?	they	will	tell	you	The	Good,	the	Bad,	and	the	Ugly	quite	a	few
times.	Let	us	thank	cinematographer	Tonino	Delli	Colli	for	his	efforts	on	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West,	which	is	one	of	the	most	wonderfully	photographed	films	of	all	time.	Even	todays	top	cinematographers	dont	use	extreme	close-ups	like	Delli	Colli.Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	is	a	vengeance	story	told	through	the	eyes	of	a	diverse	ensemble	of
individuals.	Charles	Bronson	and	Henry	Fonda	co-star	in	the	picture	as	two	gunslingers	fighting	for	life	in	a	rapidly	shifting	desert	setting.	The	Great	Silence	abandoned	desert	views	and	bustling	saloons	in	favor	of	a	snow-covered	environment	shot	in	the	Dolomites.	The	end	product	was	a	Spaghetti	Western	with	a	distinct	visual	style	from	its
peers.The	Great	Silence	is	thematically	comparable	to	other	Spaghetti	Western-era	films,	but	its	visual	grandeur	sets	it	apart.	Finally,	there	arent	many	Spaghetti	Western	films	like	The	Great	Silence.	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	is	the	Spaghetti	Western	that	started	it	all.	Thats	not	to	suggest	it	was	the	first	narrative	about	the	American	West;	hundreds	of
stories	have	been	published	since	1839,	and	dozens	of	films	have	been	created	on	the	subject	since	1899.However,	Sergio	Leones	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	defined	the	artistic	foundations	of	Italian	Westerns.	It	is	also	the	picture	that	launched	Clint	Eastwoods	worldwide	career.	The	Big	Gundown,	Sergio	Sollimas	finest	Spaghetti	Western,	starring	Lee	Van
Cleef	as	a	bounty	hunter	entrusted	with	chasing	down	a	suspected	rapist	and	murderer.But	not	everything	is	as	it	appears	in	The	Big	Gundown,	making	it	one	of	the	genres	more	complex	interpretations	of	frontier	justice.	This	picture	paved	the	way	for	later	Spaghetti	Western	films	to	depict	emotionally	charged	storylines,	but	tragically,	few	followed
suit.	Django	is	regarded	as	the	most	influential	Spaghetti	Western	film	ever	filmed	by	filmmakers.	For	the	first	time	in	cinema	history,	Sergio	Corbuccis	genre-defining	blockbuster	made	violence	the	hero	of	a	film.Franco	Nero	plays	Django,	a	vagrant	involved	in	a	violent	struggle	on	the	Mexican	border.	Django	generated	30+	indirect	sequels	and	had
a	cult	following	in	international	film	circles.	For	a	Few	Dollars	More,	the	second	film	in	the	Dollar	Trilogy,	is	a	little	meandering	Spaghetti	Western	epic	starring	Clint	Eastwood	and	Lee	Van	Cleef.For	a	Few	Dollars	More	is	largely	considered	the	worst	of	the	Dollars	Trilogy,	but	it	doesnt	make	it	a	terrible	film.	On	the	contrary,	many	consider	it	an
essential	picture	in	the	genre.	Want	to	witness	Spaghetti	Western	star	Lee	Van	Cleef	wreak	havoc	on	just	about	everyone	he	meets?	Take	a	look	at	Tonino	Valeris	Day	of	Anger.Spaghetti	Westerns	are	infamous	for	their	brutality,	but	maybe	no	character	in	Day	of	Anger	dispenses	it	as	indiscriminately	as	Van	Cleef.And	its	good	that	hes	so	violent
because	the	film	would	be	boring	without	him.	Its	easy	to	discern	Day	of	Angers	impact	on	several	of	Quentin	Tarantinos	finest	films.	Companeros,	directed	by	Sergio	Corbucci	in	1970,	is	one	of	the	most	memorable	films	in	the	Zapata	Western	subgenre.Franco	Nero	plays	a	Swedish	mercenary	who	becomes	entangled	in	the	films	struggle	between
Mexican	rebels	and	the	army.It	is	now	regarded	as	one	of	Corbuccis	greatest	works.	Companeros	is	a	very	predictable	Western	that	is	marginally	boosted	by	Ennio	Morricones	superb	Spaghetti	Western	music.	The	Mercenary	is	an	action-drama	in	the	Spaghetti	Western	subgenre	of	the	Zapata	Western.	The	Zapata	Western	is	characterized	as	a	film
about	Mexican	uprisings	seen	through	the	eyes	of	bandits	and	American	frontiersmen.Sergio	Corbucci	directed	the	film,	which	portrays	a	mercenary	who	becomes	involved	in	a	war	during	Mexicos	revolution.	The	Mercenary	pairs	well	with	one	of	Marlon	Brandos	finest	films.	Sergio	Leone,	an	Italian	filmmaker,	producer,	and	screenwriter,	is	regarded
as	the	father	of	the	Spaghetti	Western	genre,	impacting	movie	history.	His	style	is	defined	by	extreme	close-ups	and	their	juxtaposition,	as	well	as	lengthy	views.Leones	flicks,	including	the	Dollars	Trilogy	and	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West,	are	must-sees.Films	by	Sergio	Leone:A	Fistful	of	Dollars	(1964)Once	Upon	a	Time	in	America	(1984)Duck,	You
Sucker!	(1971)Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968)For	a	Few	Dollars	More	(1965)The	Colossus	of	Rhodes	(1961)The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	(1966)	Sergio	Corbucci,	an	Italian	filmmaker,	carried	the	Spaghetti	Western	in	two	ways,	making	violent	pictures	as	well	as	a	lighter-hearted	action	comedy,	which	features	Terence	Hill	and	Bud
Spencer.His	first	commercial	triumph	was	the	1966	film	Django,	starring	Franco	Nero,	with	whom	he	collaborated	frequently	after	that.	The	film	is	a	remake	of	Akira	Kurosawas	1961	masterpiece	Yojimbo.Corbucci	surpassed	Sergio	Leone	as	the	most	successful	Italian	Western	filmmaker.	Sergio	Corbucci	inspired	Quentin	Tarantinos	Django
Unchained	(2012).Films	by	Sergio	Corbucci:The	White	the	Yellow	and	the	Black	(1975)Compaeros	(1970)Drop	Them	or	Ill	Shoot	(1969)The	Great	Silence	(1968)The	Mercenary	(1968)Navajo	Joe	(1966)Django	(1966)	Sollima,	the	third	Sergio,	began	his	cinema	career	as	a	screenwriter	in	the	1950s.	His	first	Spaghetti	Western	was	released	at	the	height
of	the	craze,	competing	with	the	work	of	the	other	two	Sergios,	Leone	and	Corbucci.Nonetheless,	The	Big	Gundown,	starring	Lee	Van	Cleef,	was	a	big	hit	when	it	was	released	in	1966.He	only	made	two	more	Westerns:	Face	to	Face	in	1967,	co-starring	Gian	Maria	Volonte,	who	also	appeared	in	the	first	two	Dollar	trilogy	films,	and	Run,	Man,	Run!	in
1978,	but	they	are	well-known	names	among	genre	lovers.Ennio	Morricone	composed	the	music	for	all	three	of	his	Westerns.	Giulio	Petroni,	an	Italian	director,	directed	five	Spaghetti	Westerns	that	cinephiles	see	as	genre-defining	due	to	their	violent	and	emotional	style	and	attention	to	the	deeper	psychological	elements	of	the	characters.Petronis
cinematic	career	ended	in	the	late	1970s,	and	he	went	on	to	become	a	literary	novelist.Films	by	Giulio	Petroni:Life	Is	Tough,	Eh	Providence?	(1972)La	Notte	Dei	Serpenti	(1969)Tepepa	(1969)A	Sky	Full	of	Stars	for	a	Roof	(1968)Death	Rides	a	Horse	(1967)	Tonino	Valerii	began	his	career	as	an	assistant	director	on	the	set	of	A	Fistful	of	Dollars.	His	top
flicks	range	from	violence	to	humor	within	the	category.Films	by	Tonino	Valerii:My	Name	Is	Nobody	(1973)A	Cause	to	Live,	a	Cause	to	Die	(1972)The	Cost	of	Power	(1969)Anger	Awareness	Day	(1967)	With	Enzo	Barbonis	comedies	starring	Terence	Hill	and	Bud	Spencer,	Italian	director,	screenwriter,	and	cinematographer	Enzo	Barboni	is	credited
with	popularising	the	farcical	Italian	Western.Films	by	Enzo	Barboni:Trinitys	Sons	(1995)The	Easts	Man	(1972)My	name	is	STILL	Trinity!	(1971)They	refer	to	me	as	Trinity	(1970)The	Unholy	Quartet	(1970)	by	Pashi	/	Pixabay	/	Copyright	2017Spaghetti	Westerns	were	formerly	a	far	more	popular	movie	genre,	albeit	they	are	now	barely	more	than	a
drop	in	the	bucket	of	modern	cinema.	The	1950s	until	the	mid-1970s	were	largely	regarded	as	the	pinnacle	of	the	genre,	a	golden	age	of	Spaghetti	Westerns.The	films	were	so	successful	that	their	impact	may	be	seen	in	other	films	released	during	the	same	period.	Many	Spaghetti	Westerns	actually	outperformed	the	genre	that	inspired	them,	and	they
continue	to	serve	as	an	influence	for	current	movies.Among	the	Spaghetti	motifs	that	continue	to	influence	filmmaking	today	are	western	antiheroes,	tense,	dramatic	close-up	views,	and	a	distinctive	type	of	colorful	opening	titles.These	Spaghetti	Western	films	would	transform	the	sound	of	the	west	into	something	instantly	recognized	and	iconic
forever!It's	common	for	a	film	fan	to	have	heard	of	the	term	"Spaghetti	Western,"	but	the	actual	meaning	behind	it	is	often	misconceived.	The	Western	genre	is	one	of	the	most	common	and	popular	in	film	history,	captivating	viewers	with	stories	of	cowboys,	bounty	hunters	and	outlaws	in	the	American	frontier.	Widely	important	in	the	20th	century,
the	period	between	1940	and	1960	is	commonly	considered	the	"Golden	Age	of	the	Western."	These	decades	are	often	remembered	for	the	works	of	legendary	filmmakers	such	as	John	Ford.	Like	any	art	medium,	the	Western	evolved	over	time.	The	1960s	saw	the	rise	of	the	"Spaghetti	Western,"	which	carried	on	the	popularity	of	the	Western	genre	for
some	time.	Primary	examples	include	The	Good,	the	Bad,	and	the	Ugly,	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	The	West	and	Django.	The	films	of	Italian	director	Sergio	Leone,	in	particular,	sparked	interest	in	this	subgenre,	as	his	filmmaking	genius	and	commercial	success	encouraged	the	creation	of	more	like	it.	However,	there's	a	lot	more	to	the	genre	than	the
outdated	misconceptions	some	people	have	been	led	to	believe.	"Spaghetti	Western"	Was	A	Reference	To	The	Genre's	Filmmakers	The	term	"Spaghetti	Western"	was	coined	in	reference	to	the	primary	filmmakers	of	the	new	subgenre,	such	as	Sergio	Leone.	His	film,	A	Fistful	of	Dollars,	which	is	the	first	in	the	trilogy	that	would	lead	to	The	Good,	the
Bad,	and	the	Ugly,	was	majorly	impactful,	and	considered	one	of	the	seminal	and	best	movies	of	the	"Spaghetti	Western"	subgenre.	Aside	from	Sergio	Leone's	visual	style,	Clint	Eastwood's	performance	as	the	man	with	no	name	was	an	inspirational	part	to	future	actors.	The	commonality	of	"Spaghetti	Western"	directors	being	Italian	led	to	an	outdated
misconception	and	racial	stereotype	that	the	term	simply	meant	a	Western	created	by	an	Italian	filmmaker.	Even	Leonardo	DiCaprio's	character,	Rick	Dalton,	in	Once	Upon	a	Time...	in	Hollywood	seems	to	have	a	misconception	about	what	the	term	means.	However,	there's	far	more	to	the	subgenre.	While	the	genius	of	Sergio	Leone	and	composer
Ennio	Morricone	might've	established	the	"Spaghetti	Western,"	there	are	key	traits	that	distinguish	these	films	from	previous	U.S.	westerns.	The	"Spaghetti	Western"	was	a	more	rough	version	of	the	American	genre,	following	antiheroes,	graphic	violence	and	complex,	darker	characters.	The	genre	is	commonly	considered	to	have	demythologized	the
norms	of	the	genre,	and	took	a	far	less	sentimental	approach	to	U.S.	history,	pulling	no	punches	with	racial	commentary	on	U.S.	colonialism	and	the	Civil	War.	With	that	having	been	said,	this	subgenre	still	followed	similar	patterns	to	U.S.	westerns,	usually	portraying	clear	heroes	and	villains.	It	wasn't	until	the	'70s	when	the	revisionist	western
subgenre	began,	carrying	on	to	famous	films	such	as	Unforgiven,	completely	breaking	down	the	western	myth.	Reading	Time:	5	minutesPublished:	June	25,	2025	|	Last	Updated:	June	26,	2025	What	is	A	spaghetti	western?	Definition	&	Meaning	A	spaghetti	western	is	a	Western	film	made	by	Italian	filmmakers,	often	shot	in	Europe	and	released	from
the	mid-1960s	to	the	late	1970s,	known	for	its	gritty	tone,	stylized	violence,	morally	ambiguous	characters,	and	minimalist	dialogue.	This	wide	shot	from	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	(1966)	shows	how	big	and	quiet	many	spaghetti	westerns	feel.	The	term	came	from	critics	since	these	westerns	were	made	by	Italian	crews,	often	on	low	budgets,	but
with	bold	camera	work	like	this.	Image	Credit:	Produzioni	Europee	Associate	By	the	early	1960s,	American	Westerns	were	losing	steam.	Italian	filmmakers	stepped	in	with	a	grittier,	cheaper,	and	more	stylized	approach.	Most	of	these	productions	were	filmed	in	Spain,	where	the	desert	terrain	looked	like	the	American	Southwest.	Despite	the
nickname	spaghetti	western	starting	as	a	joke,	the	term	stuck	and	came	to	define	a	major	movement	in	European	cinema.	These	films	kept	the	genre	alive	for	a	new	audience.	They	traded	noble	cowboys	for	cynical	anti-heroes,	and	clear	morals	for	shifting	alliances	and	brutal	violence.	The	new	style	connected	with	international	viewers,	especially	in
the	U.S.,	where	they	filled	a	growing	gap	in	Western	entertainment.	Anti-heroes:	Lone	drifters,	bounty	hunters,	and	mercenaries	who	rarely	follow	a	code.	Stylized	violence:	Gunfights	stretch	out	with	dramatic	tension	and	harsh	sound	design.	Minimal	dialogue:	Long	pauses,	glances,	and	wordless	standoffs	take	the	place	of	classic	Hollywood	scripts.
Music	as	storytelling:	Composers	like	Ennio	Morricone	used	whistling,	guitar	riffs,	and	strange	instruments	to	define	character	and	mood.	International	crews:	These	were	pan-European	productions,	with	actors	dubbed	into	different	languages	after	filming.	Spaghetti	Westerns	changed	how	Western	movies	looked	and	felt.	They	had	less	talking,	more
tension,	and	characters	who	didnt	follow	the	rules.	Instead	of	heroes	in	white	hats,	they	focused	on	drifters,	bounty	hunters,	and	outlaws.	The	films	below	helped	shape	the	style	and	made	the	genre	popular	around	the	world.	In	A	Fistful	of	Dollars	(1964),	Clint	Eastwoods	silent	stare	became	the	signature	look	of	the	spaghetti	western	anti-hero.	Image
Credit:	Jolly	Film	Directed	by	Sergio	Leone	and	starring	Clint	Eastwood,	this	low-budget	remake	of	Yojimbo	(1961)	helped	kick	off	the	genre.	Eastwoods	silent	gunslinger	became	a	global	icon,	and	the	films	success	proved	there	was	still	an	audience	for	Westerns,	just	not	the	kind	Hollywood	had	been	making.	In	The	Good,	the	Bad	and	the	Ugly	(1966),
Sergio	Leone	turns	the	graveyard	into	a	massive	arena	for	the	final	showdown.	Spaghetti	westerns	use	wide	shots	like	this	to	stretch	tension	and	show	how	small	the	characters	are	compared	to	the	world	around	them.	Image	Credit:	Produzioni	Europee	Associati	The	third	entry	in	the	Dollars	Trilogy,	this	epic	war-western	tells	the	story	of	three	men
racing	to	find	buried	gold	during	the	Civil	War.	The	wide	desert	shots,	tight	close-ups,	and	slow	pacing	shaped	how	tension	works	in	genre	filmmaking.	Its	score	by	Ennio	Morricone	became	one	of	the	most	recognizable	soundtracks	in	film	history.	In	Django	Kill	If	You	Live,	Shoot!	(1967),	one	of	the	films	most	disturbing	scenes	shows	a	man	tied	up
and	tortured	inside	a	jail	cell.	The	violence	in	this	sequence	helped	get	the	film	banned	in	several	countries.	Image	Credit:	N.B.	Cinematografica	This	is	one	of	the	weirdest	spaghetti	westerns	ever	made.	Directed	by	Giulio	Questi,	the	story	follows	a	man	who	gets	shot	and	buried	alive,	but	somehow	survives.	He	goes	looking	for	the	gold	he	was



cheated	out	of,	but	ends	up	in	a	town	full	of	greedy	people	and	strange	violence.	The	film	is	full	of	disturbing	scenes,	slow	moments,	and	dream-like	images.	It	was	banned	in	several	countries	when	it	came	out	because	of	its	graphic	violence,	scenes	of	torture,	and	some	moments	that	hinted	at	queer	themes.	In	Once	Upon	a	Time	in	the	West	(1968),
three	men	wait	for	a	train	in	silence.	The	scene	moves	slowly	and	uses	wide	shots	to	build	tension	without	any	talking.	Image	Credit:	Paramount	Leones	most	ambitious	western	blends	revenge,	industrial	expansion,	and	shifting	alliances.	The	opening	sequence,	nearly	ten	minutes	with	no	dialogue,	is	now	studied	in	film	schools	for	how	it	builds	tension
with	framing,	sound,	and	timing.	Charles	Bronson,	Henry	Fonda,	and	Claudia	Cardinale	headline	a	cast	that	shows	the	genre	at	its	most	mature.	Sergio	Leone:	Known	for	slow	pacing,	wide	framing,	and	sudden	violence.	He	helped	shape	the	genres	tone	and	look.	Sergio	Corbucci:	Often	darker	and	more	brutal	than	Leone,	with	heroes	caught	in	chaos
and	moral	decay.	Enzo	G.	Castellari:	Mixed	the	western	with	other	genres,	including	politics	and	post-apocalyptic	stories.	In	No	Country	for	Old	Men	(2007),	the	wide	desert	landscape,	silence,	and	slow	pacing	show	how	much	the	Coen	Brothers	were	influenced	by	spaghetti	westerns.	Image	Credit:	Miramax	Spaghetti	westerns	shaped	the	way
modern	films	handle	tension,	violence,	and	character.	The	long	silences,	bleak	tone,	and	use	of	wide	landscapes	followed	by	extreme	close-ups	helped	define	the	language	of	cinema	in	the	decades	that	followed.	Directors	like	Quentin	Tarantino	and	Robert	Rodriguez	borrowed	heavily	from	the	genres	pacing,	framing,	and	use	of	music.	The	Coen
Brothers,	especially	in	No	Country	for	Old	Men	(2007),	drew	from	their	cold,	brutal	worldviews.	Even	video	games	like	Red	Dead	Redemption	(Rockstar	Games,	2010)	owe	a	debt	to	this	era	of	filmmaking.	More	than	a	trend,	the	spaghetti	western	proved	that	you	dont	need	Hollywood	to	reinvent	a	genre.	They	showed	how	international	storytelling
could	transform	familiar	tropes	into	something	bold	and	lasting.	Spaghetti	westerns	turned	the	classic	cowboy	into	a	rough,	quiet	outlaw.	With	small	budgets	and	big	ideas,	Italian	crews	made	a	new	kind	of	Western	that	used	silence,	slow	pacing,	and	sudden	violence.	These	films	changed	how	Westerns	were	made,	and	filmmakers	still	study	them
today.	Read	Next:	Curious	how	visual	styles	define	film	genres?	Explore	our	breakdown	of	Genre	&	Visual	Style	to	see	how	movements	like	naturalism,	noir,	and	surrealism	shape	what	we	watch.	Looking	for	the	big	picture?	Visit	our	Film	History,	Theory	&	Genre	page	to	connect	techniques	with	the	eras	and	ideas	that	shaped	them.	
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