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ContentsIf	there	were	a	magic	pill	to	help	English	learners	improve	their	language	skills,	it	would	definitely	be	reading	short	stories!	Yes,	you	read	that	right!	After	all,	we	learn	a	language	to	communicate,	not	to	crack	secret	codes	from	another	planet.	Short	stories	offer	simple,	easy-to-understand	vocabulary	and	everyday	conversations	that	will	help
you	gain	confidence	and	keep	up	with	native	speakers.	In	this	article,	we’ll	dive	into	why	short	stories	are	such	a	powerful	tool	for	ESL	students.	We’ll	also	share	tips	on	how	to	make	the	most	of	these	stories	by	using	the	exercises	and	comprehension	questions	at	the	end.	Plus,	you	can	download	each	story	as	a	PDF,	so	you	can	read	and	practice
anytime,	even	when	you’re	offline.	For	teachers,	we	also	offer	free	worksheets	with	fun	classroom	activities	to	help	reinforce	the	language	learned	from	the	stories.	Whether	you’re	just	starting	to	learn	English	or	looking	to	improve	your	skills,	short	stories	are	a	fun	and	practical	way	to	grow	your	language	abilities.	So,	let’s	jump	into	the	world	of	ESL
short	stories	and	start	building	your	English	skills	today!	ESL	Beginner	Stories	Raj’s	First	Day	at	Work	–	ESL	Beginner	Story	(A1)	Intro:This	story	is	useful	for	beginner	ESL	learners.	It	teaches	basic	vocabulary	for	the	workplace	and	feelings	about	starting	a	new	job.	Story:Raj	wakes	up	early.	Today	is	his	first	day	at	work.	He	is	a	little	nervous	but	also
excited.	He	wears	a	clean	shirt	and	black	shoes.	He	eats	breakfast	and	takes	the	bus.	Raj’s	new	job	is	at	a	grocery	store.	He	will	work	as	a	cashier.	When	he	enters	the	store,	the	manager,	Mr.	Smith,	smiles	and	says,	“Welcome,	Raj!”	Mr.	Smith	shows	Raj	how	to	use	the	cash	register.	“Press	this	button	for	total.	This	button	for	card,”	he	explains.	Raj
listens	carefully	and	takes	notes.	At	9	o’clock,	the	first	customer	comes.	She	is	an	old	woman.	She	buys	milk,	eggs,	and	bread.	Raj	says,	“Good	morning!”	and	smiles.	He	scans	the	items	and	takes	her	money.	“You	are	very	kind,”	the	woman	says.	Raj	feels	happy.	During	lunch	break,	Raj	sits	with	his	coworker,	Sofia.	She	is	from	Mexico.	“How	is	your
first	day?”	she	asks.	“It’s	good!	I’m	learning	a	lot,”	Raj	replies.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	Mr.	Smith	says,	“Great	job	today,	Raj!”	Raj	goes	home	tired,	but	proud.	He	tells	his	parents,	“My	first	day	was	good.	I	want	to	do	better	tomorrow.”	Vocabulary	Table:	Comprehension	Questions:	Where	does	Raj	go	on	his	first	day?	Who	is	Mr.	Smith?	What	does	Raj	do
at	the	store?	What	does	the	customer	buy?	How	does	Raj	feel	at	the	end	of	the	day?	2.	Sarah’s	Birthday	Party	–	ESL	Beginner	Story	(A1)	Intro:This	story	is	useful	for	beginner	ESL	learners.	It	teaches	basic	vocabulary	for	a	birthday	party	and	socializing	with	friends.	Story:Today	is	Sarah’s	birthday.	She	is	very	happy	because	her	friends	are	coming	to
her	party.	Sarah	wears	a	pink	dress	and	puts	on	her	favorite	shoes.	Her	mom	and	dad	decorate	the	house	with	balloons	and	colorful	lights.	Sarah	helps	them	set	the	table	with	plates,	cups,	and	snacks.	The	first	friend,	Anna,	arrives	with	a	big	gift.	“Happy	Birthday,	Sarah!”	Anna	says.	Sarah	smiles	and	says,	“Thank	you,	Anna!”	The	guests	play	games
like	musical	chairs	and	pin	the	tail	on	the	donkey.	They	laugh	and	have	fun.	After	playing,	they	eat	cake.	Sarah	blows	out	the	candles	and	makes	a	wish.	At	the	end	of	the	party,	Sarah	says,	“Thank	you	for	coming	to	my	party.	It	was	the	best	birthday	ever!”	Vocabulary	Table:	Comprehension	Questions:	What	is	Sarah	celebrating?	Who	brings	Sarah	a
gift?	What	games	do	the	guests	play?	What	does	Sarah	do	after	blowing	out	the	candles?	How	does	Sarah	feel	at	the	end	of	the	party?	3.	Jack	Learns	to	Ride	a	Bike	–	ESL	Beginner	Story	(A1)	Intro:This	story	is	useful	for	beginner	ESL	learners.	It	teaches	basic	vocabulary	for	learning	how	to	ride	a	bike	and	feelings	of	achievement.	Story:Jack	is
learning	how	to	ride	a	bike.	He	is	excited	but	also	a	little	scared.	His	dad	is	helping	him.	“Don’t	worry,	Jack.	I	will	hold	the	bike,”	his	dad	says.	Jack	gets	on	the	bike.	He	tries	to	pedal,	but	he	falls	off.	“It’s	okay,”	his	dad	says.	“Try	again.”	After	a	few	tries,	Jack	can	ride	a	little.	He	pedals	slowly.	His	dad	lets	go	of	the	bike.	Jack	is	riding	alone!	He	is	so
happy.	“I	did	it!”	he	says.	Jack	rides	around	the	yard.	He	feels	proud.	“I	can	ride	a	bike	now!”	he	tells	his	mom.	Vocabulary	Table:	Comprehension	Questions:	Who	helps	Jack	learn	to	ride	a	bike?	How	does	Jack	feel	when	he	first	tries	to	ride	the	bike?	What	happens	after	Jack	falls	off	the	bike?	What	does	Jack	say	when	he	can	ride	the	bike	alone?
Where	does	Jack	practice	riding	the	bike?	4.	Anna	Goes	Grocery	Shopping	–	ESL	Beginner	Story	(A1)	Intro:This	story	is	useful	for	beginner	ESL	learners.	It	teaches	basic	vocabulary	for	grocery	shopping	and	common	food	items.	Story:Anna	needs	food	for	dinner.	She	takes	her	shopping	list	and	goes	to	the	grocery	store.	The	store	is	big	and	has	many
shelves.	Anna	picks	up	vegetables	like	carrots,	tomatoes,	and	potatoes.	She	also	buys	bread	and	cheese.	“Do	we	need	milk?”	she	thinks.	“Yes,	I	will	buy	some.”	At	the	checkout,	the	cashier	asks,	“Do	you	have	a	loyalty	card?”	Anna	says,	“No,	thank	you.”	She	pays	with	cash	and	gets	her	change.	Anna	carries	the	bags	home.	She	feels	happy	because	she
bought	everything	on	her	list.	At	home,	she	cooks	dinner	for	her	family.	Vocabulary	Table:	Comprehension	Questions:	What	does	Anna	need	to	buy?	What	vegetables	does	Anna	buy?	What	does	the	cashier	ask	Anna?	How	does	Anna	pay	for	her	food?	What	does	Anna	do	after	shopping?	5.	Lily’s	Trip	to	the	Zoo	–	ESL	Beginner	Story	(A1)	Intro:This
beginner-level	ESL	story	is	about	Lily’s	exciting	trip	to	the	zoo.	It’s	a	great	way	to	learn	new	vocabulary	related	to	animals,	places,	and	simple	actions.	By	reading	this	story,	you’ll	practice	words	and	sentences	used	when	talking	about	visiting	a	zoo	and	interacting	with	animals.	At	the	end	of	the	story,	there	are	comprehension	questions	to	help	you
test	your	understanding,	and	you	can	download	the	story	as	a	PDF	for	easy	offline	reading.	Story:Lily	wakes	up	early	on	Saturday.	Today	is	a	special	day.	She	is	going	to	the	zoo	with	her	family.	Lily	is	very	excited.	She	loves	animals,	especially	elephants	and	giraffes.	At	the	zoo,	they	see	many	animals.	First,	they	go	to	the	monkey	cage.	The	monkeys
are	playing	and	jumping	from	tree	to	tree.	Lily	laughs	and	says,	“Look	at	the	monkeys!	They	are	so	funny!”	Next,	they	visit	the	elephant.	The	elephant	is	very	big	and	has	large	ears.	Lily	watches	as	the	elephant	uses	its	trunk	to	pick	up	food.	“Wow,	look	how	strong	it	is!”	Lily	says.	Then,	they	go	to	see	the	giraffes.	The	giraffes	are	tall	and	have	long
necks.	Lily	is	amazed.	“They	can	eat	leaves	from	the	tallest	trees!”	she	says.	Lily’s	favorite	part	of	the	zoo	is	the	penguin	exhibit.	The	penguins	are	swimming	in	the	water,	and	some	are	waddling	around.	“Penguins	are	so	cute!”	Lily	says.	At	lunchtime,	Lily	sits	with	her	family	and	talks	about	all	the	animals	they	saw.	“I	want	to	come	back	to	the	zoo
again	soon!”	Lily	says,	smiling.	Vocabulary	Table:	Comprehension	Questions:	What	animals	did	Lily	see	at	the	zoo?	What	does	the	elephant	use	its	trunk	for?	What	is	Lily’s	favorite	part	of	the	zoo?	What	does	Lily	want	to	do	after	her	trip	to	the	zoo?	How	does	Lily	feel	about	the	monkeys?	Search	Linguapress		using	Ecosia.org	-	the	green	search	engine
A	choice	of	short	short	stories	to	read	online	or	print	out,		for	school,	college	and	home	study.	Texts	in	graded	English,	mostly	under	1000	words,	all	with	lesson	plans	/	worksheets	and	classroom	ideas	for	teachers,	for	use	with	intermediate	and	advanced	EFL	/	ESL.		MP3	audio	recordings	accompany	most	stories.	LEARN	ABOUT	UNDERSTAND
English	grammar	From	Amazon,	Barnes	&	Noble,	Waterstones	and	good	bookshops	NEW			Short	story:	Unsolved	Mysteries		-	a	short	story	from	the	USA	in	advanced	level	English,	with	interactive	exercises		-	(B2	level	-	920	words)	NEW			Short	story:	A	suitable	job		-	a	short	story	from	Britain	in	advanced	level	English,	with	lesson	plan	and	interactive
exercises		-	(C1	level	-	950	words)	Short	story:	The	Car		-	a	short	story	from	Britain	in	advanced	level	English,	with	audio,	lesson	plan	and	interactive	exercises		-	(C1	level	-	950	words)	Short	story:	Blue	Gum	Tree	-	a	short	story	from	New	Zealand	with		audio	and	interactive	worksheet	(B2	level	-	850	-	900	words)	Short	Story:	Lucky	Jim	-		an	original
short	story	from	the	USA,	with		audio		and	interactive	worksheet	-.		(C1	level		-	800-850	words)	For	Elise	-	An	original	short	story	from	the	USA	-	with	audio	and	interactive	worksheet		(B2	level	~	1150	words	)	A	few	good	reasons	-	An	original	short	story	from	the	USA		with		audio	and	interactive	worksheet			(B2	level	~	950	words	)	And	a	longer	short
story..	©	Unless	otherwise	indicated,	short	stories	referenced	on	this	page	are	protected	by	copyright	-	Linguapress	and	individual	authors.	Teachers,	writers	?	Got	a	good	short	story	you'd	like	us	to	publish?	If	so,	let	us	know	Short	stories	must	be	your	own	©	original	work,	be	set	in	an	English-speaking	environment,	and	be	appropriate	for	teenagers
or	young	adult	readers.	Linguapress	is	also	interested	in	publishing	good	short	stories	by	established	writers	whose	works	are	in	the	public	domain,	and	welcomes	suggestions.	To	be	in	the	public	domain,	works	must	be	by	a	writer	who	died	over	70	years	ago.	Linguapress	-	Free	to	view,	free	to	share,		free	to	use	in	class,	free	to	print,	but	not	free	to
copy..	If	you	like	this	page	and	want	to	share	it	with	others,		just	share	a	link,	don't	copy.	Linguapress;	home	Découvrez	l'Angleterre	(en	français)	Discover	Britain	Reading	very	short	stories	in	English	is	an	important	and	effective	way	for	ESL	students	to	improve	their	language	skills.	Short	stories	offer	a	variety	of	benefits	for	language	learners,	such
as	improving	reading	comprehension,	vocabulary	and	grammar	usage.These	short	stories	are	written	in	a	simple	way,	making	them	easy	to	understand	for	ESL	students.	The	stories	are	simple,	easy	to	understand,	and	teach	important	English	grammar	lessons.	You	can	also	download	English	Grammar	with	Simple	Stories	and	Short	English	Stories	for
ESL	students	PDF	files	down	below.Very	Short	Stories	in	English	PDFVery	Short	StoriesStory	1:	Introducing	My	FamilyIntroducing	My	Family	Short	StoryHello,	let	me	tell	you	about	myself.	My	name	is	John,	and	my	last	name	is	Anderson.	I’m	from	Canada,	so	I’m	Canadian.	I	live	not	too	far	from	Toronto.	I	can	speak	both	English	and	French.	I’m	a
student,	and	I	go	to	the	College.	I	have	many	friends,	but	my	best	friend	is	Tom.	On	the	weekends,	which	are	Saturdays	and	Sundays,	Tom	and	I	like	to	play	soccer	together.	We	are	good	at	playing	soccer,	and	I	really	enjoy	sports,	but	I	don’t	have	a	lot	of	free	time.My	family	isn’t	very	big.	There	are	four	people	in	my	family:	my	father,	my	mother,	my
brother,	and	me.	My	brother	is	named	Mark,	and	he’s	not	married;	he’s	single.	We	also	have	a	pet	cat	named	Whiskers.	We	live	in	an	apartment	in	the	middle	of	the	city,	but	we	also	have	a	big	house	in	the	countryside.	We	usually	go	to	the	countryside	on	weekends.My	father	is	an	engineer,	and	he	works	at	the	local	firm.	My	mother	is	a	nurse.	My	dad
enjoys	playing	basketball,	and	my	mom	loves	gardening.	We	often	have	dinner	together.	We	have	a	large	table	for	dinners	in	our	apartment.	My	mom	always	makes	delicious	meals	for	us.	My	dad	and	I	often	watch	movies	together.	We	usually	sit	on	our	big	couch	and	watch	comedies.	My	brother,	Mark,	likes	to	read	books	and	listen	to	music.Check
Also:	Short	English	Moral	Stories	&	Free	PDF	Free	English	Story	Books	(Level	1)	PDF	English	Story	Books	for	Beginners	(Level	2-3-4)Story	2:	Weekend	PlansWeekend	Plans	Short	StoryTom	and	Emma	are	eagerly	preparing	for	a	fun-filled	weekend	activity.	They’ve	been	looking	forward	to	this	for	weeks.	Currently,	they	are	in	the	kitchen,	making
delicious	sandwiches	and	packing	a	picnic	basket	with	their	favorite	treats.	You	can	feel	their	excitement	as	they	fill	a	cool	box	with	refreshing	drinks	and	a	variety	of	snacks.The	plan	is	to	spend	the	entire	day	at	a	nearby	park.	They	have	also	invited	some	close	friends	to	join	them	and	enjoy	a	beautiful	day	outdoors.	Tom	and	Emma	have	even	brought
along	a	frisbee	and	a	soccer	ball	for	some	friendly	games.	As	they	load	their	car	with	all	the	picnic	essentials,	they	can’t	help	but	smile,	looking	forward	to	a	day	of	laughter,	good	food,	and	memorable	moments.Story	3:	A	Birthday	PartyBirthday	Party	Short	StoryA	few	months	ago,	Emily	celebrated	her	birthday	with	a	grand	party.	She	had	been
planning	this	special	day	for	a	while.	She	invited	all	her	friends	to	her	house,	which	was	adorned	with	colorful	balloons	and	streamers.	The	festivities	began	with	games	and	dancing	to	lively	music.The	highlight	of	the	party	was	the	chocolate	cake,	which	was	decorated	with	her	favorite	characters.	As	Emily	blew	out	the	candles,	her	friends	cheered
and	clapped.	They	shared	the	cake,	enjoyed	ice	cream,	and	exchanged	thoughtful	gifts.	It	was	a	day	filled	with	laughter	and	joyful	memories,	and	Emily	felt	truly	loved	and	celebrated.Story	4:	A	Rainy	DayLast	week,	a	heavy	rainstorm	swept	through	the	town,	causing	everyone	to	stay	indoors.	With	the	rain	beating	against	the	windows	and	thunder
rumbling	in	the	background,	Mary	made	the	most	of	her	day.	She	made	herself	comfortable	on	the	sofa.	She	had	a	good	novel	and	a	warm	cup	of	tea.Throughout	the	day,	she	read	her	book,	losing	herself	in	the	exciting	world	of	the	characters.	Her	cat,	Whiskers,	nestled	on	her	lap,	purring	contentedly.	Mary	felt	cozy	and	relaxed,	embracing	the
opportunity	to	enjoy	some	downtime.	The	rain	on	the	windows	created	a	soothing	ambiance	that	made	her	enjoy	the	rainy	day.Story	5:	Life	AchievementsDavid	has	recently	achieved	a	significant	milestone	in	his	life.	He	proudly	graduated	from	college	after	dedicating	four	years	to	his	studies.	His	hard	work	and	determination	paid	off	as	he	received
his	degree	in	engineering.With	his	degree	in	hand,	David	is	now	on	the	lookout	for	a	job	in	his	field.	He’s	excited	to	apply	what	he’s	learned	in	the	real	world	and	embark	on	the	next	chapter	of	his	journey.Story	6:	Weekend	PlansAmina	has	an	exciting	plan	for	the	upcoming	weekend.	Next	Saturday,	she	will	be	taking	the	train	to	visit	her	grandparents
in	a	charming	little	town.	The	agenda	for	the	visit	includes	a	trip	to	the	local	market	to	select	fresh	vegetables.	Afterward,	Amina	and	her	grandparents	will	head	back	to	their	kitchen	to	cook	a	special	family	recipe	that’s	been	passed	down	for	generations.Amina	eagerly	awaits	the	journey,	and	the	thought	of	quality	time	with	her	grandparents	warms
her	heart.	The	weekend	ahead	promises	to	be	filled	with	cherished	moments	and	delicious	homemade	food.Very	Short	English	Stories	PDFHere	you	can	download	and	read	short	English	stories	at	a	beginner	level.50+	Very	Short	English	Stories	PDF	–	download	⇓English	Grammar	with	Short	StoriesHere	you	can	download	and	read	very	short	English
stories	with	questions	and	answers.English	Grammar	with	Short	Stories	PDF	–	download	⇓	short	story,	short	story	for	kids,	very	short	stories	Short	stories	strike	the	perfect	balance	of	challenging,	engaging	and	rewarding	for	language	students,	giving	them	a	break	from	formal	learning	while	still	bringing	English	to	life.Reading	short	stories	also
builds	on	the	foundation	of	many	ESL	skills,	including	reading,	writing,	grammar,	listening	and	discussion.Have	a	look	at	the	list	below	to	see	which	short	stories	you	can	incorporate	into	your	lesson	plans.Contents	1.	“The	Gift	of	the	Magi”	In	“The	Gift	of	the	Magi”	by	O.	Henry,	a	married	couple	figures	out	how	to	get	each	other	Christmas	presents
despite	having	no	money.As	your	students	are	reading,	talk	about	how	much	the	characters	care	for	each	other,	considering	what	they	are	willing	to	give	up	for	the	other.The	story	is	full	of	rich	descriptions	you	can	use	to	teach	descriptive	writing	or	even	the	use	of	adjectives.	At	the	end	of	the	story,	talk	about	the	idea	of	irony—because	the	couple
finds	out	their	gifts	are	useless	because	they	both	can’t	use	the	present	they	gave	to	each	other.	2.	“The	Monkey’s	Paw”	In	“The	Monkey’s	Paw”	by	W.W.	Jacobs,	a	man	receives	a	monkey’s	paw	and	it	promises	five	wishes,	though	it	comes	at	a	price.As	you	read	through	the	story,	talk	about	how	someone’s	words	can	be	twisted	or	misinterpreted,	as
when	the	son	comes	back	to	life	but	is	no	longer	the	same	man.“Be	careful	what	you	wish	for”	is	a	fitting	saying	to	introduce	with	this	story,	and	having	your	students	think	about	their	priorities	in	life	(and	why)	is	a	great	follow-up	activity.	3.	“Mrs.	Packletide’s	Tiger”	In	“Mrs.	Packletide’s	Tiger”	by	Saki,	Mrs.	Packletide	plans	on	shooting	a	tiger,	and	it
dies	in	an	unexpected	way—resulting	in	a	story	that	is	perfect	for	teaching	satire.It	is	also	a	great	opportunity	to	talk	about	jealousy	and	whether	or	not	you	should	do	something	just	to	show	off.	The	rich	descriptions	of	the	characters	and	the	ways	the	villagers	behave	can	be	used	in	a	lesson	to	talk	about	character	sketches.	4.	“The	Tell-tale
Heart”In	“The	Tell-tale	Heart”	by	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	a	man	commits	a	murder	and	his	guilt	consumes	him.As	you	read	this	story	with	your	students,	talk	about	how	the	author	is	creating	suspense	with	the	use	of	repetition	and	sentence	choice.	As	you	near	the	end	of	the	story,	talk	about	what	the	symbolism	of	the	lantern	means.You	can	also	use	this
story	to	teach	how	verbs	can	be	used	to	set	the	tone	of	a	story.	The	phrase	“open	the	door	stealthily”	is	a	great	one	that	Poe	uses	a	lot,	for	example.	5.	“How	Anansi	Brought	Wild	Animals	into	the	World”This	short	story	brings	a	bit	of	West	African	folklore	to	your	classroom.	It	is	about	following	directions,	which	Anansi,	the	anti-hero	of	the	story	is	not
the	best	at.	“How	Anansi	Brought	Wild	Animals	into	the	World”	is	perfect	for	all	ages	and,	although	it	may	seem	like	a	children’s	story,	even	your	more	advanced-level	students	may	find	a	word	or	two	that	they	may	not	recognize.There	are	also	a	few	essential	phrasal	verbs	in	this	short	story	you	can	utilize	for	further	practice	and	reinforcement
activities.	6.	“The	Door	in	the	Wall”	“The	Door	in	the	Wall”	by	Marguerite	de	Angeli	is	a	story	about	a	young	boy	who	wants	to	become	a	knight	during	the	bubonic	plague.You	can	use	it	to	teach	character	analysis,	following	how	Robin	changes	throughout	the	story.	It’s	also	a	great	way	to	teach	about	using	colorful	descriptions	instead	of	simple
words.For	example,	when	the	author	describes	blooming	flowers	instead	of	just	saying	“the	month	of	May,”	or	how	the	main	character	recognizes	various	characters	by	the	way	they	walk.	7.Kung	Fu	Monkey	Style“Kung	Fu	Monkey	Style”	is	a	mix	of	the	animal	kingdom	and	human	amenities	that	will	get	your	students’	imaginations	flowing.It	offers
dialogue,	presents	wonderful	adjectives	and	develops	new	vocabulary	and	also	offers	a	bit	of	humor	and	fun	to	your	students.	You	can	ask	your	students	questions	and	explore	with	them	how	this	may	differ	from	their	own	culture.	This	will	open	up	cross-cultural	communication	that	will	allow	your	students	to	explain	their	lives	and	culture	in	English.	
8.	“A	Haunted	House”	“A	Haunted	House”	by	Virginia	Woolf	is	a	story	about	a	woman	and	her	husband	who	live	among	ghosts	in	their	house.As	your	class	reads	the	story,	have	them	note	the	idea	of	the	couple’s	treasure	symbolizing	love.The	words	“it”	and	“here”	are	quite	important,	and	you	can	note	their	repetition	to	discuss	why	the	author
emphasized	those	words,	and	what	they	could	be	referring	to.	9.	“Fenris	the	Wolf”“Fenris	the	Wolf”	is	a	powerful	Norse	myth	about	Fenris,	a	wolf	that	tormented	the	Norse	gods.	The	gods	and	Fenris	often	battle	with	one	another	due	to	Fenris’	cunning	skills.	This	short	story	is	told	in	a	compelling	way	and	offers	a	bit	of	mystery	and	a	feel	of	the
unknown	as	your	students	read	it.	You	can	use	this	mystery	and	employ	a	group	writing	activity	to	further	your	students’	ESL	skills	in	regards	to	the	story.	10.	“The	Remarkable	Rocket”“The	Remarkable	Rocket”	is	a	great	short	story	that	encompasses	classical	literature	from	the	famous	author	Oscar	Wilde.The	story	itself	is	a	metaphor	for	ego	and
boasting,	which	are	two	character	traits	you	can	explain	to	your	students	before	beginning.This	short	story	is	also	loaded	with	dialogue	and	descriptive	wording	that	will	surely	spark	imagination	in	your	students.	11.	“Robin	Hood	And	The	Golden	Arrow”“Robin	Hood	And	The	Golden	Arrow”	is	an	educational	tale	of	Robin	Hood.	Some	of	your	ESL
students	may	have	some	form	of	knowledge	about	Robin	Hood	already	and	this	is	a	perfect	place	to	begin	this	lesson.Open	up	the	floor	for	discussion	about	Robin	Hood	and	evoke	discussion	in	your	classroom.	After	a	bit	of	discussion,	move	into	reading	and	listening.You	can	employ	a	bit	of	ethical	English	thought	into	this	short	story	lesson	and	ask
your	students	if	Robin	Hood	is	a	bad	guy	or	a	good	guy.	What	makes	him	good	or	bad?	12.	“The	Gingerbread	Man”“The	Gingerbread	Man”		is	a	timeless	classic	that	dates	back	to	around	1875.	There	have	been	several	variations	and	versions	of	the	story	since	its	first	publication	and	it	remains	a	wonderful	ESL	reading	tool.It’s	exceptionally	short	and
very	easy	to	read	and	understand	as	your	students	flip	from	one	page	to	the	next.	The	plot	isn’t	very	difficult	to	get:	The	main	character,	the	gingerbread	man,	runs	and	runs	throughout	most	of	the	story.	One	skill	that	you	can	strive	to	build	using	this	short	story	is	simple	verb	conjugation,	as	most	of	the	verbs	here	are	in	the	past	simple.	You	could
also	identify	parts	of	speech.		13.	“The	Elves	and	the	Shoemaker”“The	Elves	and	the	Shoemaker”	is	a	Brothers	Grimm	tale	that	is	timeless,	ageless	and	wonderful	for	all	ESL	levels.	This	exceptional	Christmas-themed	short	story	offers	a	plethora	of	wonderful	new	vocabulary	your	students	will	find	very	useful.	Though	it	is	a	short	story	about	fantasy
and	elves,	the	vocabulary	is	anything	but	simplistic.To	build	on	the	reading	of	the	short	story,	you	can	employ	a	crossword	worksheet	to	really	solidify	the	new	vocabulary.	14.	“The	Californian’s	Tale”“The	Californian’s	Tale”	by	Mark	Twain	is	a	more	complex	short	story	about	gold	prospectors	and	miners	during	the	California	Gold	Rush	days.There	are
several	literary	notes	to	point	out	during	your	lesson.	The	first	would	be	the	shifts	of	mood	and	changes	of	scene	that	occur	within	the	story.	Ask	your	students	what	they	think	of	the	twist	at	the	end.	Start	students	off	with	this	abridged,	simplified	version,	and	for	advanced	students,	move	them	to	the	longer,	original	version	after.	There	are	also	great
audio	versions	of	this	short	story.		15.	“Do	You	Speak	English?”“Do	You	Speak	English?”	by	Simon	Collins	highlights	some	funny	aspects	of	what	it’s	like	to	be	in	another	country	looking	for	someone	who	speaks	your	language.	It	also	depicts	some	key	cultural	differences	between	people	from	different	places	in	the	world.	The	plot	is	easy	to	follow	and
the	nice	flow	helps	students	become	really	engaged	with	the	story.You	can	do	thoughtful,	communication-based	activities,	letting	your	students	predict	what	will	happen	next	in	the	story.	16.	“Jeremy	and	the	Magic	Lobster”“Jeremy	and	the	Magic	Lobster”	by	Matthew	Licht	is	about	a	boy	who	finds	a	talking	lobster	in	his	mother’s	groceries.The
lobster	has	a	funny	sense	of	humor	and	pleads	to	be	released	from	the	inevitable	cooking	pot	awaiting	him.	It	has	aspects	of	a	children’s	story	with	enough	humor	to	be	enjoyable	for	young	adults	and	adults.	The	dialogue	is	an	important	element	of	the	story,	often	being	where	much	of	the	plot	is	unveiled.	There	are	also	great	descriptive	sentences	and
funny	phrases	like	“Get	me	out	of	this	jam.”		17.	Paul	Bunyan	StoriesPaul	Bunyan	is	a	legendary	figure	who	was	rumored	to	be	a	real	person,	a	larger-than-life	logger	from	the	northeastern	area	of	the	United	States	and	Canada.	There	are	several	Paul	Bunyan	stories	such	as	“Round	River	Drive,”	“Paul	Bunyan	Tames	the	Whistling	River”	and,	the	most
famous	of	them	all,	“Babe	the	Blue	Ox.”	The	short	stories	vary	in	length	and	each	one	has	a	different	theme,	usually	involving	Paul	Bunyan	doing	something	amazing.This	is	a	great	chance	to	introduce	certain	expressions	and	idioms,	like	“knee-deep”	and	“teeny-tiny,”	as	they	appear	with	great	descriptive	force	in	the	stories.		Essential	ESL	Skills	Short
Stories	Bring	to	Your	ClassroomShort	stories	serve	a	wealth	of	ESL	skills.	Instead	of	focusing	on	just	one	aspect	of	English,	short	stories	connect	various	essential	ESL	skills	together	in	an	almost	seamless	way.	You	can	utilize	short	stories	in	your	classroom	to	cover	almost	every	aspect	of	English.Your	students	can	read	the	content,	listen	to	others
read	or	listen	to	a	recording	of	a	native	English	speaker	reading.You	can	implement	discussion	breaks	after	a	certain	period	of	reading	and	listening,	allowing	your	students	to	communicate	and	dive	a	bit	deeper	into	what	the	short	story	is	about.Your	eager	ESL	students	will	also	see	the	correct	grammar	used	in	the	various	short	stories.	They	will	see
how	sentences	are	structured	and	how	dialogue	is	written	and/or	used.If	you	pair	your	classroom	short	story	with	an	activity,	your	students	can	also	gain	vital	writing	and	action-oriented	ESL	skills	not	found	in	traditional	lesson	plans.You	can	also	pair	short	stories	with	tech.	For	example,	you	can	play	a	short	story	on	the	FluentU	language	learning
program.Play	these	for	your	class	or	assign	them	for	homework.	Students	will	have	the	benefit	of	seeing	accurate	interactive	subtitles	and	the	ability	to	click	on	any	word	within	those	subtitles	for	a	definition.Utilizing	short	stories	in	your	classroom	is	an	exceptional,	fun	and	exciting	way	to	build	on	almost	every	ESL	skill	your	students	need	to
communicate	effectively	in	English.It’s	a	surefire	way	to	keep	students	engaged	and	active	with	each	turn	of	the	page!Think	your	students	are	ready	to	move	on	from	short	stories	to	books?	Take	a	look	at	this	list:		If	you’re	like	me	and	prefer	learning	English	on	your	own	time,	from	the	comfort	of	your	smart	device,	I’ve	got	something	you’ll	love.	With
FluentU’s	Chrome	Extension,	you	can	turn	any	YouTube	or	Netflix	video	with	subtitles	into	an	interactive	language	lesson.	That	means	you	can	learn	from	real-world	content,	just	as	native	English	speakers	actually	speak.	You	can	even	import	your	favorite	YouTube	videos	into	your	FluentU	account.	If	you’re	not	sure	where	to	start,	check	out	our
curated	library	of	videos	that	are	handpicked	for	beginners	and	intermediate	learners,	as	you	can	see	here:	FluentU	brings	native	English	videos	within	reach.	With	interactive	captions,	you	can	hover	over	any	word	to	see	an	image,	definition,	and	pronunciation.	Just	click	on	the	word	to	see	other	example	sentences	and	videos	where	the	word	is	used
in	different	contexts.	Plus,	you	can	add	it	to	your	flashcards!	For	example,	if	I	tap	on	the	word	"viral,"	this	is	what	pops	up:	Want	to	make	sure	you	really	remember	what	you've	learned?	We’ve	got	you	covered.	Practice	and	reinforce	the	vocab	from	each	video	with	learn	mode.	Swipe	to	see	more	examples	of	the	word	you’re	learning,	and	play	mini-
games	with	our	dynamic	flashcards.	The	best	part?	FluentU	tracks	everything	you’re	learning	and	uses	that	to	create	a	personalized	experience	just	for	you.	You’ll	get	extra	practice	with	tricky	words	and	even	be	reminded	when	it’s	time	to	review—so	nothing	slips	through	the	cracks.	Start	using	the	FluentU	website	on	your	computer	or	tablet	or,
better	yet,	download	our	from	the	App	Store	or	Google	Play.Click	here	to	take	advantage	of	our	current	sale!	(Expires	at	the	end	of	this	month.)	You’re	probably	here	because	you	want	to	improve	your	reading	skills.	Or,	you	might	be	a	teacher	looking	for	teaching	materials	for	your	reading	lesson.	Either	way,	you’re	in	the	right	place.	Check	out	our
short	stories	in	English	with	morals,	vocabulary	lists,	and	reading	comprehension	questions.	Short	Stories	for	Reading	Comprehension	ESL	Short	Stories	for	English	Learners	One	of	the	best	ways	to	improve	your	score	on	the	IELTS,	TOEFL	or	TOEIC	reading	section	is	to	practice	reading	some	short	stories.	To	accommodate	all	levels	of	readers,	all	of
our	English	short	stories	have	three	different	versions	for	beginner,	intermediate,	and	advanced	readers.	List	of	Short	Stories	in	English	Check	out	this	list	of	short	moral	stories	in	English.	Each	story	will	contain	three	different	versions,	a	vocabulary	list,	comprehension	questions	and	answers.	Reading	Lesson	Materials	for	ESL	Teachers	If	you’re	an
ESL	teacher	looking	for	additional	teaching	resources,	here	are	a	few	different	tips	and	tricks	to	incorporate	into	your	class.	These	tips	can	be	helpful	for	both	one-on-one	lessons	and	larger	classes.	Short	Moral	Stories	in	English	Improve	Reading	Comprehension	with	Short	Stories	in	English	If	you	want	to	improve	your	reading	comprehension	skills
using	short	stories,	follow	these	tips.	Preview	the	story	by	taking	a	glance	and	skiming	through.	Read	aloud	to	enhance	comprehension	and	gain	better	retention.	Take	notes	of	the	key	points	(e.g.,	characters	or	important	events)	of	the	story.	Imagine	the	story	in	your	head	to	visualize.	Try	to	identify	the	main	idea	or	theme	of	the	story.	Ask	questions
to	yourself	while	reading	the	story.	Discuss	your	thoughts	and	questions	with	your	friends	or	classmates.	If	you	don’t	know	the	meaning	of	a	word,	infer	or	guess	based	on	the	context	of	the	story.	Feel	free	to	reread	and	go	back	to	the	points	that	were	unclear.	Lastly,	and	most	importantly,	enjoy	reading	the	fun	short	stories!	Short	Stories	in	English
FAQs	About	ESL	Reading	Comprehension	Short	Stories	Here	are	answers	to	some	of	the	most	popular	questions	that	people	have	about	ESL	reading	comprehension	stories.	What	is	reading	comprehension?	Reading	comprehension	is	the	ability	to	understand	and	make	sense	of	what	you	read.	It	involves	grasping	the	meaning	of	words,	sentences,	and
overall	text	to	comprehend	and	interpret	information.	How	do	I	improve	reading	comprehension	with	short	stories?	Actively	engage	with	short	stories	by	asking	questions,	making	predictions,	and	summarizing	key	points.	Visualize	scenes	and	characters	to	enhance	understanding.	Take	notes	on	key	details,	characters,	and	events	to	reinforce
retention.	Read	aloud	to	involve	multiple	senses	in	the	reading	process.	Discuss	the	story	with	others	to	gain	different	perspectives.	Set	clear	goals	for	reading,	whether	it’s	understanding	the	main	idea	or	identifying	specific	details.	What	are	some	short	stories	for	enhancing	reading	comprehension	skills?	To	enhance	your	reading	comprehension
skills,	we	recommend	reading	our	versions	of	“The	Bear	and	the	Bee”,	“The	Boy	Who	Cried	Wolf”,	“A	Bundle	of	Sticks”,	“The	Hare	and	the	Tortoise”,	“The	Frightened	Lion”,	“A	Council	of	Mice”,	and	“The	Fox	and	the	Crow”.	What	are	common	challenges	in	reading	comprehension	with	short	stories?	Understanding	new	words,	identifying	the	main	idea
(e.g.,	the	moral	of	the	story),	and	making	connections	between	details	can	be	challenging	in	reading	short	stories.	Additionally,	visualizing	scenes,	analyzing	characters,	and	using	context	clues	may	pose	difficulties	for	some	readers.	Maintaining	focus	and	summarizing	key	points	are	also	common	hurdles	in	short	story	comprehension.	How	should	I
teach	reading	comprehension?	Guide	your	approach	to	teaching	reading	comprehension	by	prompting	students	to	actively	interact	with	texts,	fostering	discussions	to	encourage	diverse	perspectives.	Emphasize	the	significance	of	visualization	and	connecting	details	for	a	holistic	understanding.	Introduce	a	variety	of	reading	materials	to	cater	to
diverse	interests	and	skill	levels,	ensuring	well-rounded	comprehension	skill	development.	Additionally,	provide	constructive	feedback	to	support	their	growth	in	comprehending	different	types	of	content.	Short	Stories	in	English:	Join	the	Conversation	Did	you	check	out	the	list	of	our	short	stories	in	English?	Which	one	was	your	favourite	story?	Let	us
know	in	the	comments.	We’d	love	to	hear	from	you.	If	you	want	to	challenge	yourself	with	academic	reading,	try	out	our	TOEFL	reading	practice	test.	I	have	said	this	many	times,	but	short	stories	are	one	of	the	best	ways	to	improve	your	English.They’re	short,	enjoyable,	and	full	of	useful	language.In	this	article,	I’ve	chosen	10	of	the	best	short	stories
for	English	learners—six	of	them	with	a	free	lesson	plan	you	can	use	for	self-study	or	in	the	classroom.Check	them	out!1.	The	ConmanLevel:	B1–B2Theme:	Deception,	street	lifeThis	story	explores	the	world	of	a	London	street	hustler.	With	a	humourous	twist	at	the	end…It’s	full	of	natural	dialogue	and	vivid	imagery—perfect	for	intermediate
learners.You’ll	Learn:Phrasal	verbsDescriptive	adjectivesDialogue	reading	Read	the	story2.	The	PictureLevel:	B1Theme:	pictures,	secrets,	family,	memoryA	man	finds	a	picture	in	his	parents	attic.	As	he	tries	to	uncover	its	origin,	the	discovery	sets	off	a	chain	of	events	that	challenge	his	understanding	of	memory,	love,	and	loss.Great	for	exploring
third-person	narrative	style	and	introspection.You’ll	Learn:Past	tense	narrationEmotive	vocabularySequencing	events	Read	the	story3.	The	Girl	Who	Knew	No	FearLevel:	B2–C1Theme:	Mystery,	psychological	dramaThe	Girl	Who	Knew	No	Fear	is	a	short	story	about	Lila,	a	young	girl	born	without	the	ability	to	feel	fear.You’ll	Learn:Indirect
speechLiterary	vocabularyFigurative	language	Read	the	story4.	The	Grey	LadyLevel:	B1Theme:	Supernatural,	suspenseA	boy	has	to	walk	home	through	The	Hollow.	What	he	sees	at	the	end,	he	just	can’t	believe.You’ll	Learn:Descriptive	adjectivesPrepositions	of	placeBuilding	suspense	in	writing	Read	the	story5.	CharlieLevel:	B1Theme:	Love,
sadnessA	man	is	waiting	to	catch	the	bus	home.	Beside	him	an	old	lady	starts	talking	about	her	dearly	beloved	Charlie.	Who	is	Charlie?You’ll	Learn:Narrative	tensesExpressing	loveSpeaking	prompts	for	discussion	Read	the	story6.	The	Girl	in	the	RiverLevel:	B1–B2Theme:	Ghost	stories,	city	lifeTony	helps	a	girl	into	his	taxi.	He	offers	to	take	her	back
to	her	home.	But	then	he	sees	she	left	something	in	the	back	of	his	taxi…You’ll	Learn:Expressions	of	time	and	placeCharacter	descriptionReading	for	inference	Read	the	story7.	The	Umbrella	Man	(by	Roald	Dahl)Level:	B2Theme:	Trickery,	social	behaviourClassic	Roald	Dahl	story,	great	for	teaching	irony	and	British	humour.You’ll	Learn:Storytelling
with	ironyBritish	EnglishPast	tenses	Read	the	story8.	Lamb	to	the	Slaughter	(by	Roald	Dahl)Level:	B2–C1Theme:	Crime,	ironyA	gripping	and	surprisingly	funny	crime	story.	Students	always	love	the	twist.You’ll	Learn:Reported	speechCrime	vocabularySuspense	techniques	Read	the	story9.	The	Gift	of	the	Magi	(by	O.	Henry)Level:	B1Theme:	Love,
sacrificeA	heartwarming	Christmas	story	with	a	famous	twist	ending.You’ll	Learn:Conditional	sentencesLiterary	vocabularyExpressing	opinions	Read	the	story10.	Fire	AngelLevel:	B1–B2Theme:	Tragedy,	fire,	supernaturalA	man	tries	to	escape	from	a	burning	building.	He	discovers	a	little	girl	crying	and	helps	her.	But	when	he	gets	to	the	roof,	he
realises	what	she	really	is.You’ll	Learn:Past	continuous	and	past	simpleExpressing	emotionGroup	speaking	prompts	Read	the	storyFinal	ThoughtsShort	stories	give	you	everything	you	need	to	become	a	better	English	speaker.Try	reading	one	a	day,	follow	the	lesson	plan,	and	watch	your	vocabulary	and	confidence	grow.	Want	more?	Browse	my	full
collection	of	free	English	short	story	lesson	plans	here.	You	don’t	need	to	read	an	entire	English	book	to	learn.	A	good	English	short	story	is	often	enough!Stories	are	all	about	going	beyond	reality,	and	these	classics	will	not	only	improve	your	English	reading	but	also	open	your	mind	to	different	worlds.Contents	1.	“The	Tortoise	and	the	Hare”	by
AesopThis	classic	fable	(story)	is	about	a	very	slow	tortoise	(turtle)	and	a	speedy	hare	(rabbit).	The	tortoise	challenges	the	hare	to	a	race.	The	hare	laughs	at	the	idea	that	a	tortoise	could	run	faster	than	him,	but	the	race	ends	with	a	surprising	result.Have	you	ever	heard	the	English	expression,	“Slow	and	steady	wins	the	race”?	This	story	is	the	basis
for	that	common	phrase.	You	can	read	it	for	free,	along	with	a	number	of	other	stories	in	this	list!	2.	“The	Ant	and	the	Grasshopper”	by	AesopThis	is	another	great	story	that	teaches	a	lesson	that’s	written	for	kids	but	adults	can	enjoy,	too.	The	story	tells	of	a	grasshopper	who	lounges	around	all	summer	while	his	friend	the	ant	prepares	for	the	winter.
When	winter	comes,	the	two	friends	end	up	in	very	different	situations!The	moral	is	that	those	who	save	up	during	the	good	times	will	get	to	enjoy	the	benefits	when	times	are	bad.	3.	“White	Wing:	The	Tale	of	the	Doves	and	the	Hunter”This	very	short	story	from	India	was	originally	written	in	Sanskrit	(an	ancient	language).	When	a	group	of	doves	is
caught	in	a	hunter’s	net,	they	must	work	together	as	a	team	to	escape	from	the	hunter’s	clutches.You	can	listen	to	a	reading	of	the	story	as	you	read	along	on	this	website.	4.	“Royal	Servant”In	this	story,	an	old	man	sets	out	to	ask	an	African	king	to	dig	some	wells	in	his	village	when	their	water	runs	dry.	But	first,	he	teaches	the	king	a	lesson	in
humility	by	showing	him	how	all	people	help	each	other.	Read	the	story	to	see	how	the	clever	old	man	gets	the	king	to	do	as	he	asks!	5.	“Emily’s	Secret”This	is	a	modern-day	story	about	a	little	girl	with	a	big	secret	she	can’t	tell	anyone	about.	When	her	teacher	finds	out	her	secret,	they	work	together	to	fix	the	issue.This	story	is	a	good	choice	for
absolute	beginners,	because	it	uses	only	the	present	tense.	It’s	also	written	in	very	basic	English	with	simple	vocabulary	and	short	sentences.	6.	“The	Bogey	Beast”	by	Flora	Annie	SteelThe	woman	in	this	story	finds	a	pot	of	treasure	on	her	walk	home.	As	she	carries	it	home,	the	treasure	keeps	changing,	becoming	things	of	lesser	value.However,	the
woman’s	enthusiasm	makes	her	see	only	the	positive	after	each	change,	which	would	have	upset	anyone	else.	Her	positive	personality	tries	to	make	every	negative	situation	seem	like	a	gift!This	story	shows	how	important	it	is	to	look	at	things	from	a	positive	point	of	view.	Instead	of	being	disappointed	in	what	we	don’t	have,	this	story	reminds	us	to
view	what	we	do	have	as	blessings.	7.	“Love	Is	in	the	Air”This	modern	story	is	about	a	young	woman	named	Penny	who	is	anxious	about	going	to	her	family’s	annual	reunion	barbecue.	But	despite	screaming	children	and	arguing	cousins,	Penny	ends	up	happy	that	she	came	to	the	reunion	when	she	starts	a	conversation	with	a	handsome	man.The	story
is	written	in	simple	English,	using	only	the	present	tense,	so	it’s	perfect	for	beginners.	8.	“The	Tale	of	Johnny	Town-Mouse”	by	Beatrix	PotterThis	classic	children’s	story	is	about	two	mice,	one	from	the	country	and	one	from	the	city.	Both	mice	think	that	the	other	mouse	is	so	lucky	to	live	in	what	they	think	is	a	wonderful	place!The	two	mice	decide	to
visit	each	other	in	their	homes.	It	turns	out	that	the	country	mouse	has	a	difficult	time	in	the	city,	and	the	city	mouse	struggles	in	the	country.In	the	end,	they	realize	that	they	believed	the	old	English	saying:	“The	grass	is	always	greener	on	the	other	side	of	the	fence.”	In	other	words,	each	mouse	thought	the	other	had	a	better	life,	only	to	discover
that	they	actually	preferred	their	own	life!	9.	“Paul	Bunyan”	adapted	by	George	GrowThe	story	of	Paul	Bunyan	has	been	around	in	the	United	States	for	many	years.	He’s	the	symbol	of	American	frontier	life,	showing	the	ideal	strength,	work	ethic	and	good	morality	that	Americans	work	hard	to	imitate.Paul	Bunyan	is	considered	a	legend,	so	stories
about	him	are	full	of	unusual	details,	such	as	eating	50	eggs	in	one	day	and	being	so	big	that	he	caused	an	earthquake.	It	can	be	a	pretty	funny	read,	with	characters	such	as	a	blue	ox	and	a	reversible	dog.This	version	of	the	story	is	also	meant	to	be	read	out	loud,	so	it’s	fast-paced	and	entertaining.	This	website	has	an	audio	recording	with	the	story,
which	you	can	play	at	slower	or	faster	speeds.	10.	“Cinderella”	by	Charles	PerraultYou	may	already	know	the	story	of	Cinderella,	whether	you	saw	the	Disney	movie	or	read	a	children’s	book	of	it.However,	there	are	actually	many	different	versions	of	“Cinderella.”	This	one	by	Charles	Perrault	is	the	most	well-known	and	is	often	the	version	told	to
children.“Cinderella”	is	a	beloved	story	because	it	describes	how	a	kind	and	hard-working	person	was	able	to	get	a	happy	ending.	Even	though	Cinderella’s	stepsisters	treated	her	awfully,	Cinderella	herself	remained	gentle	and	humble.	It	goes	to	show	that	even	though	you	may	experience	hardships,	it’s	important	to	stay	kind,	forgiving	and	mindful.
11.	“Little	Red	Riding	Hood”	Adapted	by	the	British	CouncilThis	is	a	story	that	every	English-speaking	child	knows.	It’s	about	a	little	girl	who	meets	a	wolf	in	the	forest	while	going	to	see	her	sick	grandmother.	The	wolf	pretends	to	be	her	grandmother	in	order	to	trick	the	little	girl.This	story	is	presented	by	the	British	Council	as	a	video	with	the	text
clearly	spoken.	You	can	then	play	a	game	to	rearrange	the	sentences	below	the	video	into	the	correct	order,	read	the	text	of	the	story	in	a	PDF	file	and	answer	some	activity	questions	(then	check	your	answers	with	the	provided	answer	sheet.This	website	has	many	other	stories	you	can	read	and	listen	to,	like	“Circus	Story”	by	Sue	Clarke,	which	is	an
excellent	option	for	learning	animal	vocabulary,	and	even	adaptations	of	Shakespeare	plays	for	younger	readers.	12.	“The	Lottery”	by	Shirley	JacksonEvery	year,	the	small	town	in	this	story	holds	an	event	known	as	“The	Lottery.”	During	this	event,	someone	from	the	community	is	randomly	chosen.What	are	they	chosen	for?	You’ll	have	to	read	the
story	to	find	out.You	may	have	heard	of	the	term	“mob	mentality”	and	how	it	can	allow	for	some	pretty	surprising	(and	terrible)	things	to	happen.	This	classic	story	looks	at	society,	and	how	much	evil	people	are	willing	to	overlook	to	keep	their	society	stable.This	is	considered	to	be	one	of	the	most	famous	short	stories	in	American	literature.	It’s	a
great	example	of	what	is	known	as	a	dystopian	society,	where	people	live	in	a	frightening	way.	To	learn	more,	check	out	this	TED-Ed	video	that	tells	you	how	to	recognize	a	dystopia.	13.	“The	Happy	Prince”	by	Oscar	Wilde“The	Happy	Prince”	is	a	story	that	explores	compassion	in	society,	serving	as	a	fairy	tale	and	a	fable	at	once.	It’s	about	a	prince
who	is	only	allowed	to	see	beauty	and	comfort	in	his	life.	When	he	dies,	he’s	turned	into	a	golden	statue	in	his	city,	where	he	discovers	that	others	actually	live	their	lives	in	poverty	and	darkness.	With	the	help	of	a	swallow	(a	type	of	bird),	the	prince	manages	to	help	people	even	after	death.Since	the	story	is	old,	much	of	the	English	is	outdated	(not
used	in	modern	English).	Still,	if	you	have	a	good	grasp	of	the	English	language,	you	can	use	this	story	to	give	yourself	a	great	reading	challenge.	14.	“The	Night	Train	at	Deoli”	by	Ruskin	BondRuskin	Bond	used	to	spend	summers	at	his	grandmother’s	house	in	Dehradun,	India.	While	taking	the	train,	he	always	had	to	pass	through	a	small	station
called	Deoli.	No	one	used	to	get	down	at	the	station	and	nothing	happened	there.Until	one	day,	when	he	sees	a	girl	selling	fruit	and	is	unable	to	forget	her.Ruskin	Bond	is	a	writer	who	can	communicate	deep	feelings	in	a	simple	way.	This	story	is	about	our	attachment	to	strangers	and	why	we	cherish	(value	or	appreciate	deeply)	them	even	though	we
might	never	meet	them	again.	15.	“There	Will	Come	Soft	Rains”	by	Ray	BradburyIn	this	classic	story	by	science-fiction	author	Ray	Bradbury,	Earth	has	been	destroyed	by	war	and	no	one	lives	on	it	anymore.	Still,	the	robots	and	the	machines	continue	to	function	and	serve	human	beings	who	have	long	ago	died.		The	title	is	taken	from	a	poem	that
describes	how	nature	will	continue	its	work	long	after	humanity	is	gone.	But	in	this	story,	we	see	that	nature	plays	a	supporting	role	and	the	machines	are	the	ones	who	have	taken	its	place.They	continue	their	work	without	any	human	or	natural	assistance.	This	shows	how	technology	has	replaced	nature	in	our	lives	and	how	it	can	both	destroy	us	and
carry	on	without	humanity	itself.	16.	“Orientation”	by	Daniel	OrozcoThis	is	a	humorous	story	in	which	the	speaker	explains	the	office	policies	to	a	new	employee	while	gossiping	about	the	staff.	It’s	extremely	easy	to	read,	as	the	sentences	are	short	and	the	vocabulary	is	simple.Many	working	English	learners	will	relate	to	this	story,	as	it	explains	the
silly,	nonsensical	moments	of	modern	office	life.	Modern	workplaces	often	feel	like	theaters	where	we	pretend	to	work	rather	than	get	actual	work	done.	The	speaker	exposes	this	reality	that	few	would	ever	admit	to.He	over-explains	everything	from	the	view	out	the	office	window	to	the	intimate	details	of	everyone’s	life—from	the	overweight	loner	to
the	secret	serial	killer.	It	talks	about	the	things	that	go	unsaid;	how	people	at	the	office	know	about	the	deep	secrets	of	our	home	life,	but	don’t	discuss	them.	17.	“Paper	Menagerie”	by	Ken	LiuJack’s	mother	can	make	paper	animals	come	to	life.	In	the	beginning,	Jack	loves	them	and	spends	hours	with	his	mom.	But	once	he	grows	up,	his	mother’s
inability	to	speak	English	keeps	Jack	from	talking	to	her.When	his	mother	tries	to	talk	to	him	through	her	creations,	he	kills	them	and	collects	them	in	a	box.	After	a	tragic	loss,	he	finally	gets	to	know	her	story	through	a	hidden	message	that	he	should	have	read	a	long	time	ago.	The	story	is	a	simple	narration	that	touches	on	complex	issues,	like
leaving	your	home	country	and	the	conflicts	that	can	occur	within	families	when	different	cultures	and	languages	collide.	18.	“The	Missing	Mail”	by	R.K.	NarayanThanappa	is	the	village	mailman,	who	is	good	friends	with	Ramanujam	and	his	family.	He	learns	about	a	failed	marriage	and	helps	Ramanujam’s	daughter	get	engaged	to	a	suitable
match.Just	before	the	wedding,	Thanappa	receives	a	tragic	letter	about	Ramanujam’s	brother.	To	spare	them	heartache,	he	decides	not	to	deliver	the	letter.The	story	explores	the	idea	that	despite	the	best	of	intentions,	our	actions	can	cause	more	harm	to	our	loved	ones	than	we	ever	intended.	If	you	like	this	and	want	to	read	more	by	R.K.	Narayan,
check	out	the	other	stories	in	the	author’s	“Malgudi	Days”	short	story	collection.	19.	“Harrison	Bergeron”	by	Kurt	VonnegutThe	year	is	2081,	and	everyone	has	been	made	equal	by	force.	Every	person	who	is	superior	in	any	way	has	been	handicapped	(something	that	prevents	a	person’s	full	use	of	their	abilities)	by	the	government.	Intelligent	people
are	distracted	by	disturbing	noises.	Good	dancers	have	to	wear	weights	so	that	they	don’t	dance	too	well.	Attractive	people	wear	ugly	masks	so	they	don’t	look	better	than	anyone	else.However,	one	day	there	is	a	rebellion,	and	everything	changes	for	a	brief	instant.	Technology	is	always	supposed	to	make	us	better.	But	in	this	case,	we	see	that	it	can
be	used	to	disable	our	talents.	Moreover,	the	writer	shows	us	how	the	mindless	use	of	a	single	value	like	equality	can	create	more	suffering	for	everyone.	20.	“The	School”	by	Donald	BarthelmeAt	first,	the	trees	die.	Then	the	snakes,	followed	by	the	tropical	fish.	Then	the	class	gets	a	puppy,	and…	well,	you	can	see	where	things	are	going.And	that’s	just
the	beginning	of	the	series	of	unfortunate	events	at	the	school	in	this	short	story,	narrated	by	a	teacher.	The	story	is	absurd	(ridiculous	to	the	point	of	being	silly),	even	though	the	topic	is	serious.	By	the	end,	the	kids	start	asking	difficult	questions	about	death	that	the	adults	don’t	quite	know	how	to	answer.This	story	leaves	a	lot	of	things	unsaid,
which	means	you’ll	need	to	“read	between	the	lines,”	or	look	closer	at	the	text	to	understand	what’s	really	happening.	21.	“Girl”	by	Jamaica	KincaidIn	“Girl,”	a	mother	tells	her	daughter	how	to	live	her	life	properly.	The	mother	instructs	the	girl	to	do	all	the	household	chores,	in	very	specific	ways,	making	it	seem	like	that’s	her	only	duty	in
life.Sometimes	the	mother	tells	the	girl	how	to	attract	attention,	not	to	talk	to	boys	and	to	always	keep	away	from	men.	Other	times,	the	mother	hints	that	the	girl	will	need	to	be	attractive	to	men	to	live	a	good	life.This	story	doesn’t	feel	like	a	story.	There’s	no	plot,	and	nothing	really	happens.	But	read	closely,	and	you’ll	see	an	important	message
about	how	girls	are	taught	to	live	restricted	lives	since	childhood.	22.	“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi”	by	Rudyard	Kipling“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi”	is	a	classic	tale	about	a	Mongoose	who	regularly	visits	a	family	in	India.	The	family	feeds	him	and	lets	him	explore	their	house,	but	they	worry	that	he	might	bite	their	son,	Teddy.One	day,	when	a	snake	is	about	to	attack	Teddy,
the	Mongoose	kills	it.	This	event	helps	the	family	accept	the	mongoose	into	their	family.This	is	a	simple	story	about	humans	and	animals	living	together	as	friends.	It’s	old,	but	the	language	is	fairly	easy	to	understand.	It	reminds	us	that	animals	can	also	experience	feelings	of	love	and,	like	humans,	they	will	also	protect	the	ones	they	love.	“Rikki-Tikki-
Tavi”	is	part	of	Kipling’s	short	story	collection	“The	Jungle	Book,”	which	was	famously	made	into	a	movie	by	Disney.	23.	Excerpt	from	“Little	Dorrit”	by	Charles	DickensDorrit	is	a	child	whose	father	has	been	in	prison	ever	since	she	could	remember.	Unable	to	pay	their	debts,	the	whole	family	is	forced	to	spend	their	days	in	a	cell.	Dorrit	dreams	of
seeing	the	world	outside	their	little	cell.This	excerpt	(short	part	of	a	larger	work)	introduces	you	to	the	family	and	their	life	in	prison.	The	novel	is	about	how	they	manage	to	get	out	and	how	Dorrit	never	forgets	the	kindness	of	the	people	who	helped	her.Injustice	in	law	is	often	reserved	for	the	poor.	“Little	Dorrit”	shows	the	government	jailing	people
for	not	being	able	to	return	their	loans,	a	historical	practice	the	writer	hated	since	his	own	father	was	punished	in	a	similar	way.	24.	“To	Build	a	Fire”	by	Jack	LondonA	man	travels	to	a	freezing,	isolated	place	called	Yukon	with	only	his	dog	for	company.	Throughout	his	journey,	he	ignores	the	advice	other	people	have	given	him	and	takes	his	life	for
granted.Finally,	he	realizes	the	real	power	of	nature	and	how	fragile	(easily	broken)	human	life	actually	is.Nature	is	often	seen	as	a	powerful	force	that	should	be	feared	and	respected.	The	animal	in	this	story	is	the	one	who’s	cautious	and	sensible	in	this	dangerous	situation.	By	the	end,	readers	wonder	who	is	really	intelligent—the	man	who	could	not
deal	with	nature,	or	the	dog	who	could	survive?	25.	“Miracles”	by	Lucy	CorinThis	is	a	modern-day	story	that	describes	a	group	of	children	gathering	around	their	father	to	watch	little	spiders	hatch	out	of	their	eggs.	But	the	story	gets	a	different	meaning	as	it	nears	the	end.	What	do	you	think	happened?	26.	“Evil	Robot	Monkey”	by	Mary	Robinette
KowalSly	is	a	chimpanzee	who’s	much	smarter	than	the	other	chimpanzees.	He	loves	to	play	with	clay	on	a	potter’s	wheel	all	day	and	likes	to	keep	to	himself.	But	one	day,	when	the	school	kids	bully	him,	he	loses	his	temper	and	acts	out	in	anger.	Seeing	this,	the	teacher	punishes	him	and	takes	away	his	clay.Sly	is	a	character	who	doesn’t	fit	into
society.	He’s	too	smart	for	the	other	chimps,	but	humans	don’t	accept	him.	He	is	punished	for	acting	out	his	natural	emotions.But	the	way	he	handles	his	rage,	in	the	end,	makes	him	look	more	mature	than	most	human	beings.	Nominated	for	the	Hugo	award,	many	readers	have	connected	with	Sly	since	they	can	see	similarities	in	their	own	lives.	27.
“The	Boarded	Window”	by	Ambrose	Bierce	“The	Boarded	Window”	is	a	horror	story	about	a	man	who	has	to	deal	with	his	wife’s	death.	The	setting	is	a	remote	cabin	in	the	wilderness	in	Cincinnati,	and	he	feels	helpless	as	she	gets	sick.There’s	an	interesting	twist	to	this	story,	and	the	ending	will	get	you	thinking	(and	maybe	feeling	a	bit	disturbed!).If
you	enjoy	older	stories	with	a	little	suspense,	this	will	be	a	good	challenge	for	you.	It	talks	about	the	event	that	made	a	hermit	decide	to	live	alone	for	decades,	with	a	mysterious	window	boarded	up	in	his	cabin.	It	also	uses	a	lot	of	psychology	and	symbolism,	so	you	may	want	to	read	the	story	more	than	once	to	understand	everything	it	has	to	say.	28.
“The	Monkey’s	Paw”	by	W.W.	JacobsBe	careful	what	you	wish	for!	One	man	finds	this	out	the	hard	way	when	he	brings	a	magical	monkey’s	paw	home	from	India.	This	paw	is	supposed	to	grant	three	wishes	to	three	people.	People	start	to	wish	on	it,	only	to	realize	that	our	wishes	can	have	severe	consequences.The	characters	in	this	story	immediately
regret	when	their	wishes	come	true.	Even	though	they	get	what	they	wanted,	it	comes	at	a	large	cost!This	short	story	is	from	the	early	1900s	and	uses	some	outdated	English,	but	it’s	still	easy	to	follow.	It	reminds	us	that	there	are	no	shortcuts	in	life,	and	to	be	wary	if	something	seems	too	good	to	be	true.	29.	“A	Tiny	Feast”	by	Chris	AdrianThis	story
centers	around	Titania	and	Oberon,	two	fairy	characters	from	Shakespeare’s	famous	play,	“A	Midsummer	Night’s	Dream.”	The	two	fairies	are	having	a	rough	time	in	their	marriage	when	they	find	a	human	child.	They	decide	to	adopt	him,	hoping	that	he’ll	help	them	save	their	relationship.	However,	the	child	develops	a	deadly,	modern	disease	and	the
fairies	have	no	idea	what	to	do	since	they	have	never	known	illness	or	death.This	is	a	tragic	tale	about	how	they	try	to	understand	something	they’ve	never	seen	before	and	their	deep	love	for	a	stranger	who	is	so	unlike	them.	The	story	explores	the	grief	of	parenthood	and	the	uncertainty	of	knowing	whether	your	child	will	ever	even	know	you.	30.
“The	Story	of	an	Hour”	by	Kate	ChopinThis	story,	written	by	a	woman,	is	a	sad	look	inside	an	unhappy	marriage.	Mrs.	Mallard	is	a	woman	with	heart	troubles.	When	her	husband	dies,	the	people	who	come	to	give	her	this	news	tell	it	to	her	gently,	so	she	doesn’t	have	a	shock.Mrs.	Mallard	busts	into	tears	and	locks	herself	in	her	room.	At	first,	she’s
upset	by	the	news.	But	the	more	she	considers	it,	the	more	excited	she	becomes	about	the	idea	of	the	freedom	that	would	come	from	her	husband’s	death.What	happens,	then,	when	her	husband	comes	home	after	an	hour,	alive	and	well?The	story	explores	the	conflicting	range	of	the	human	emotions	of	grief	and	hope	in	a	short	span,	and	the	impact	it
can	have	on	a	person’s	mind	and	body.	31.	“The	Zero	Meter	Diving	Team”	by	Jim	ShepherdThe	Chernobyl	nuclear	disaster	was	one	of	the	deadliest	accidents	of	the	twentieth	century.	This	is	a	story	about	that	event	seen	through	the	eyes	of	a	father	and	his	sons,	who	were	all	unfortunate	enough	to	be	close	to	the	disaster	area.The	story	exposes	the
whole	system	of	corruption	that	led	to	a	massive	explosion	taking	innocent	lives	and	poisoning	multiple	generations.	The	technical	vocabulary	and	foreign	words	make	this	text	a	little	more	difficult.	However,	its	plot	is	relatively	easy	to	follow.The	story	is	divided	into	small	parts	that	make	it	both	easy	and	exciting	to	read.	Its	various	events	show	what
it	was	like	to	live	in	the	former	Soviet	Union.	And	just	like	any	other	good	story,	it’s	also	about	human	relationships	and	how	they	change	due	to	historic	events.	32.	“The	Velveteen	Rabbit”	by	Margery	WilliamsA	simple,	stuffed	rabbit	toy	is	given	to	a	young	boy	as	a	Christmas	present.	At	first,	the	rabbit	isn’t	noticed,	as	the	boy	is	distracted	by	much
fancier	gifts.	While	being	ignored,	the	rabbit	begins	to	wonder	what	it	means	to	be	“real.”One	day,	a	certain	event	brings	the	rabbit	into	contact	with	the	boy,	and	changes	the	toy’s	life	forever.Have	you	ever	loved	a	toy	or	doll	so	much,	that	you	treated	it	as	if	it	were	alive?	This	story	shows	the	power	of	love	from	a	very	unexpected	viewpoint:	that	of	a
fluffy	stuffed	rabbit.	It	also	highlights	the	importance	of	self-value,	being	true	to	yourself	and	finding	strength	in	those	who	love	you.	33.	“The	Friday	Everything	Changed”	by	Anne	HartTradition	is	important	in	this	school,	where	the	boys	always	go	to	fetch	water	for	the	class.	The	girls	are	teased	for	being	“weaker,”	and	are	last	to	get	other	privileges,
like	having	the	first	choice	of	magazines.	One	day,	a	girl	asks	the	teacher	why	girls	aren’t	allowed	to	get	the	water,	as	well.	This	one	question	causes	a	big	reaction	and	leads	to	a	huge	change.The	girl’s	courage	surprises	everyone,	but	it	also	inspires	other	girls	to	stand	up	for	themselves.	One	act	from	one	brave	person	can	lead	to	change	and	inspire
others.	The	story	reflects	on	gender	equality	and	how	important	it	is	to	fight	for	fairness.	Just	because	something	is	accepted	as	“normal,”	doesn’t	mean	it	is	right!	34.	“Hills	Like	White	Elephants”	by	Ernest	HemingwayAt	a	Spanish	train	station,	an	American	man	and	a	young	woman	wait	for	a	train	that	would	take	them	to	the	city	of	Madrid.	The
woman	sees	some	faraway	hills	and	compares	them	to	“white	elephants.”	This	starts	a	conversation	between	the	two	of	them,	but	what	they	discuss	seems	to	have	a	deeper	meaning.This	is	another	very	well-known	story	that	asks	you	to	“read	between	the	lines”	to	find	the	hidden	meaning	behind	the	text.	Much	of	the	story	is	a	back-and-forth	dialogue
between	two	people,	but	you	can	tell	a	lot	about	them	just	from	what	they	say	to	each	other.There’s	a	lot	of	symbolism	that	you	can	analyze	in	this	story,	along	with	context	clues.	Once	you	realize	what	the	real	topic	of	the	characters’	conversation	is,	you	can	figure	out	the	quiet,	sadder	meaning	behind	it.	How	to	Use	Short	Stories	to	Improve	Your
EnglishShort	stories	are	effective	in	helping	English	learners	to	practice	all	four	aspects	of	language	learning:	reading,	writing,	listening	and	speaking.	Here’s	how	you	can	make	the	most	out	of	short	stories	as	an	English	learner:Use	illustrations	to	enhance	your	experience:	Some	short	stories	come	with	illustrations	that	you	can	use	to	guess	what	the
story	is	about.	You	can	even	write	your	own	caption	or	description	of	the	picture.	When	you	finish	the	story,	go	back	to	your	image	description.	How	did	you	do?Listen	to	recordings	of	stories:	Here	in	the	digital	age,	it’s	possible	to	find	wonderful	short	stories	online	in	audio	or	video	form.	If	you	find	a	video	with	English-language	subtitles,	you	can
read	while	also	listening	to	how	a	native	speaker	pronounces	words.FluentU	has	a	few	short	story	videos	paired	with	learning	tools,	as	well	as	many	other	options	for	training	your	listening	and	reading	skills.Explore	stories	related	to	a	theme:	Do	you	like	ghost	stories?	Science	fiction?	Romance?	If	you’re	learning	about	food	or	cooking,	find	a	short
story	with	a	lot	of	food	vocabulary.Choose	the	right	reading	level:	Make	sure	that	you	always	challenge	yourself!	One	easy	way	to	tell	if	a	story	is	just	right	for	you	is	to	use	the	“five-finger	test.”	Hold	up	your	fist	as	you	read	a	paragraph,	and	put	up	one	finger	for	each	word	you	don’t	know.	If	you	have	all	five	fingers	up	before	the	end	of	the	paragraph,
try	to	find	an	easier	text.Practice	“active	reading”:	Your	reading	will	only	help	you	learn	if	you	read	actively.	You’re	reading	actively	when	you’re	paying	very	close	attention	to	the	story,	its	words	and	its	meanings.	Writing	with	a	notebook	nearby	and	in	a	place	with	no	distractions	can	help	you	focus	on	active	reading.Choose	only	a	few	words	to	look
up:	You	may	be	tempted	to	stop	at	every	unknown	word,	but	it’s	actually	better	to	try	to	figure	out	its	meaning	from	context	clues.	This	means	looking	at	everything	else	in	the	sentence	or	paragraph	to	try	and	guess	the	meaning	of	the	word.	Only	look	up	words	that	you	can’t	figure	out	even	with	context	clues.Summarize	the	story:	When	you’ve
finished	reading	the	story,	retell	it	in	your	own	words	or	write	a	summary	of	it.	This	will	help	you	to	practice	any	new	words	you	learned,	and	make	sure	that	you	understood	the	story	well.	If	you’re	struggling,	read	the	story	again	and	take	notes	as	you	read.Take	breaks:	Just	because	these	stories	are	short,	doesn’t	mean	you	need	to	read	them	in	one
sitting!	If	you	find	it	hard	to	focus	or	you’re	struggling	to	understand	the	story,	take	a	break.	It’s	okay	to	read	it	one	paragraph	at	a	time.Discuss	the	stories	with	others:	Talk	about	the	story	with	your	teacher,	classmates,	language	partners	or	friends.	If	there’s	something	you	don’t	understand,	write	down	your	questions	to	ask	during	the	discussion.
Share	your	own	opinions	about	the	language,	culture	and	messages	within	the	story.If	you	want	more	people	to	talk	to	about	the	stories,	try	joining	an	online	book	group!	For	example,	Goodreads	has	a	few	groups	that	specifically	focus	on	reading	and	discussing	short	stories.I	hope	you	have	fun	with	these	English	short	stories	while	improving	your
English	language	skills.Happy	reading!	If	you	like	learning	English	through	movies	and	online	media,	you	should	also	check	out	FluentU.	FluentU	lets	you	learn	English	from	popular	talk	shows,	catchy	music	videos	and	funny	commercials,	as	you	can	see	here:If	you	want	to	watch	it,	the	FluentU	app	has	probably	got	it.	The	FluentU	app	and	website
makes	it	really	easy	to	watch	English	videos.	There	are	captions	that	are	interactive.	That	means	you	can	tap	on	any	word	to	see	an	image,	definition,	and	useful	examples.FluentU	lets	you	learn	engaging	content	with	world	famous	celebrities.	For	example,	when	you	tap	on	the	word	"searching,"	you	see	this:FluentU	lets	you	tap	to	look	up	any	word.
Learn	all	the	vocabulary	in	any	video	with	quizzes.	Swipe	left	or	right	to	see	more	examples	for	the	word	you’re	learning.FluentU	helps	you	learn	fast	with	useful	questions	and	multiple	examples.	Learn	more.	The	best	part?	FluentU	remembers	the	vocabulary	that	you’re	learning.	It	gives	you	extra	practice	with	difficult	words—and	reminds	you	when
it’s	time	to	review	what	you’ve	learned.	You	have	a	truly	personalized	experience.	Start	using	the	FluentU	website	on	your	computer	or	tablet	or,	better	yet,	download	the	FluentU	app	from	the	iTunes	or	Google	Play	store.	Click	here	to	take	advantage	of	our	current	sale!	(Expires	at	the	end	of	this	month.)	....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	3	of	this
page....	....Middle	1	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of	this	page....	....Middle	3	of	this	page....	....Bottom	1	of	this	page....	....Bottom	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	91.	No	Respect	for	Greek	Arsonist		6.7	92.	Dreams	about	His	Drowning	(1)		3.9	93.	Dreams	about	His	Drowning	(2)		2.4	94.	She	Nixes	Hubby's	Egypt	Trip		5.2	95.	No	More	Sugar	for
NYC	Seniors		6.8	96.	Makes	Deal	behind	Her	Back		4.3	97.	Snakebite	on	Mountain	Trail		4.1	98.	She	Could	Have	Saved	Elvis		4.9	99.	He	Calls	Cops	re	Bad	Pot		2.8	100.	Surfer	Survives	Shark	Attack		3.9	101.	Forbidden	Love	in	Hospital		4.7	102.	Interstate	Bridge	Fails,	10	Die		7.6	103.	Stop	Selling	Cute	Bunnies		8.2	104.	Actor	Tries	to	Kill	Himself		7.7
105.	Senator	Says	He's	Not	Gay		5.7	106.	E.	Coli	Is	Everywhere		8.4	107.	Influenza	Sickens	One	Billion		9.3	108.	Job	Sickens	Hospital	Orderly	(1)		7.9	109.	Job	Sickens	Hospital	Orderly	(2)		5.5	110.	Pretty	Flowers	Anger	Wife		5.9	111.	Pet	Dog	Inherits	Millions		6.4	112.	Ill	Man	Holds	Staff	Hostage		6.7	113.	Boy	Defends	Sister,	Baby		7.0	114.	Remember
Me	from	Restaurant?		3.8	115.	The	Way	to	a	Man's	Heart		2.3	116.	Stick	Ship	to	Circle	World		5.3	117.	LA	Passes	Dog-Barking	Law		6.6	118.	Man	Flies	200	Miles	in	Chair	(1)		3.0	119.	Man	Flies	200	Miles	in	Chair	(2)		3.8	120.	Cleaning	a	Dirty	Plate—Oops!		3.4	121.	Free	Car	Wash	with	Driving	Lesson		4.6	122.	Hurricane	Dean	Fizzles	in	Cancun		6.7
123.	Adventurer	Vanishes	into	Thin	Air		7.1	124.	PCC	Nursing	Student	Disappears		5.5	125.	Everyone	Loves	Yellow	Bananas		6.4	126.	Entire	Office	Smells	like	Chicken		7.6	127.	Discount	Wedding,	Tough	Steak	(1)		6.9	128.	Discount	Wedding,	Tough	Steak	(2)		4.4	129.	Aloof	Waiter	Gets	Sensible	Tip		4.0	130.	Your	Country	Thanks,	Bills	You		7.0	131.
Infamous	D.B.	Cooper	Lives	On	(1)		5.3	132.	Infamous	D.B.	Cooper	Lives	On	(2)		6.0	133.	I	Drink,	but	I'm	No	Alcoholic!		3.5	134.	48	Homes	Burn	near	Malibu	(1)		6.7	135.	48	Homes	Burn	near	Malibu	(2)		6.3	136.	Drought	Drags	On,	Dries	Out	GA		8.0	137.	Gasping	for	Breath	in	the	MRI		6.2	138.	Sister's	Body's	in	the	Barrel	(1)		5.1	139.	Sister's	Body's
in	the	Barrel	(2)		5.0	140.	Phony	Red	Meat,	Real	Gray	Water		8.1	141.	He	Seeks	Tune	to	Curb	Barking		5.9	142.	Rare	Tiger	Kills	Common	Drunks	(1)		4.7	143.	Rare	Tiger	Kills	Common	Drunks	(2)		7.4	144.	Red	Flowers	Make	Her	See	Red		3.9	145.	Stolen	Bucks	at	Starbucks		6.9	146.	A	Play,	or	a	Movie?	Neither!	(1)		3.2	147.	A	Play,	or	a	Movie?
Neither!	(2)		3.9	148.	Toilet	Tank	Almost	Overfills	(1)		3.4	149.	Toilet	Tank	Almost	Overfills	(2)		4.7	150.	Miss	Mugs	Mall	Santa		4.5	151.	Illegal	Apt.	Fire	Kills	Two		7.4	152.	Police	Arrest	Canyon	"Arsonists"		7.5	153.	He	Escapes	Jury	Duty,	Exults	(1)		4.9	154.	He	Escapes	Jury	Duty,	Exults	(2)		6.6	155.	How	Do	You	Celebrate	New	Year's?		7.0	156.	Man
Leaves	$50K	to	Waitress	(1)		4.9	157.	Man	Leaves	$50K	to	Waitress	(2)		5.5	158.	CA:	50%	of	Students	Will	Drop	Out		7.3	159.	Retailers	Love	Black	Friday		6.7	160.	JFK	Death:	Facts	in	Dispute		10.3	161.	Just	Enough	Fuel	to	Land	Safely		7.5	162.	Clap	Thrice	for	The	Clapper		5.8	163.	TB	Kills	2	Million	Yearly		7.9	164.	Old	Dogs	Become	Young	Again		4.1
165.	Ham	and	Eggplant—Hold	the	Ham		3.4	166.	Boyfriend	Harms	Her	Eardrum	(1)		1.9	167.	Boyfriend	Harms	Her	Eardrum	(2)		5.1	168.	Drug	Dealers	Use	Subs,	Cannon		11.0	169.	Searches	for	Husband	in	Iran	(1)		6.5	170.	Searches	for	Husband	in	Iran	(2)		4.9	171.	Hiker	Sets	Trap	for	Cyclists		4.4	172.	Scrooge	Brings	Christmas	Gift	(1)		3.3	173.
Scrooge	Brings	Christmas	Gift	(2)		2.9	174.	His	Haircut	Leaves	Her	Cold	(1)		3.2	175.	His	Haircut	Leaves	Her	Cold	(2)		5.7	176.	Daylight	Robbery	in	Mall	Lot	(1)		4.1	177.	Daylight	Robbery	in	Mall	Lot	(2)		5.7	178.	Driving	Lesson	Scares	Them	Both	(1)		3.4	179.	Driving	Lesson	Scares	Them	Both	(2)		4.7	180.	Disappointing	Move	to	Georgia	(1)		5.7
....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	2	of	this	page....	....Middle	1	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of	this	page....	....Middle	3	of	this	page....	....Bottom	1	of	this	page....	....Bottom	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	181.	Disappointing	Move	to	Georgia	(2)		5.4	182.	She'll	Get	Job	in	Restaurant		5.1	183.	Brothers	Clean	Up	River	(1)		5.8184.	Brothers	Clean	Up
River	(2)		7.5	(Grade	Level)	185.	Bad	Blood	at	Coffee	Shop		3.9	186.	God:	Open	Door,	Feed	Flies	(1)		3.3	187.	God:	Open	Door,	Feed	Flies	(2)		1.9	188.	Safe	Car	for	Girlfriend's	Son	(1)		4.7	189.	Safe	Car	for	Girlfriend's	Son	(2)		4.2	190.	Small	Boy	Sets	Big	Fire		6.9	191.	TV,	Movie	Writers	to	Strike		6.5	192.	Court:	Killer	Must	Die	Painlessly		3.9	193.	He:



Fraud;	She:	Little	White	Lie		3.2	194.	So	You	Want	to	Be	a	CA	Juror		5.6	195.	Fat	Lip	for	Golfing	Doctor	(1)		4.0	196.	Fat	Lip	for	Golfing	Doctor	(2)		2.7	197.	He	Invents	Toilet	for	Cars		5.3	198.	Chimps	Attack	Delhi	Florist		5.1	199.	Pasta	Meal,	Hershey	Dessert	(1)		5.3	200.	Pasta	Meal,	Hershey	Dessert	(2)		5.0	201.	Sara	Buys	New	Toaster		4.7	202.
Coffee	in	Lap	at	Drive-Thru		8.0	203.	Cow	Saves	Drenched	Owner		6.2	204.	Drunk	Crashes,	Taken	to	Jail		7.3	205.	Bullet	in	Knee,	Cane	in	Hand		5.0	206.	Cop	Chase	Ends	in	LA		7.4	207.	Piano	Tuner	Wins,	Loses	Big		6.5	208.	Inmates	Free	Guards,	Get	Sweets		9.2	209.	Loser's	Pig	Gets	Hot	Tomatoes		6.4	210.	Goats	Eat	City's	Brush,	Trash		6.5	211.
Seeks	Her	Cat,	Rents	Billboard		5.5	212.	Man	Hoards	Library	Books		3.4	213.	He	Needs	New	Disposal	(1)		6.0	214.	He	Needs	New	Disposal	(2)		6.2	215.	Pickpockets,	Burglars,	Thieves		6.1	216.	Kids,	Easter	Eggs,	Easter	Bunny		6.1	217.	Couple	Too	Clean	for	Hotel		7.3	218.	Dog's	Poop	Costs	Her	$100			3.7	219.	Prof's	Book	Cheaper	for	Pupils		7.4	220.
Old,	Ill	Couple	Die	at	Home		5.8	221.	Turtle	and	Dove	Store	Opens		6.8	222.	Mayor	Denies	"Cowlision"		3.3	223.	SoCal	Gas	Prices:	New	High		7.0	224.	75K	Go	to	LA	Book	Festival		7.9	225.	Housing	Prices	Soar	Nationwide		6.4	226.	Happy	and	Unhappy	Renters		5.7	227.	Crack	Crew	Cleans	Creek	Crud		7.4	228.	Co.	Clones	Cats	Now,	Dogs	Next		6.8
229.	Beach	Home	Rentals	Good,	Bad		8.6	230.	Drought,	Trees	Up	Fire	Threat		6.6	231.	Vegas	Card-Counter	Writes	Book		8.5	232.	Park	Reopens	after	Rock	Slides		7.4	233.	City	Swim	Classes	Begin		5.8	234.	Seniors:	Think	Young,	Stay	Young		8.5	235.	Federal	Program:	$5M	for	Homeless		8.4	236.	Tenants	Watch	Building	Burn		6.1	237.	Tub	Bath:
Honey,	Syrup,	H2O		4.5	238.	200	Bags	of	Fresh	Blood		6.6	239.	Peru,	Navajo	at	City	Art	Fair		8.0	240.	Bike	Thefts	at	30-Year	Low		6.2	241.	Bank	Robber	Waves	Grenade		4.8	242.	Immigration	Goes	Online	in	LA		7.9	243.	He	Fixes	Screen	Door	Lock		5.8	244.	AC	Unit	Goes	South	in	Heat		6.4	245.	His	Spray	Removes	All	Calories		8.2	246.	Man	Shoots	Up
Post	Office		4.8	247.	Loses	Dime,	Finds	Priceless	Murals		5.6	248.	Big	Rig	Plows	into	Pier		9.3	249.	Chief	Wants	VidCams	in	Cars		6.9	250.	A	'C'?!	Schoolgirl	Sues	School		5.1	251.	SUV	Launches	CHP	Officer		6.9	252.	Babysitter	Kisses	BF,	Tot	Drowns		8.4	253.	"Ex"-Smoker	Dies	in	House	Fire		6.5	254.	Plane	Hits	Empty	Bedroom		5.8	255.	Expert:	How
to	Catch	Girls		3.2	256.	A	Bullet	and	a	Xmas	Tree		6.2	257.	Jilted	Nurse	Puts	BF	on	Ice		5.7	258.	Captains	Save	Anglers,	Lose	Fins		6.3	259.	Mystery	Fluid,	Mystery	Woman		3.8	260.	She	"Lost"	Winning	Ticket		6.3	261.	B-Ball	Player	Wins,	Dances,	Dies		7.9	262.	USDA:	Fries	Are	"Fresh	Veggies"		8.0	263.	Golfer	Speeds	to	Clubhouse		4.1	264.	Twins	at
Playboy's	Deathbed		4.8	265.	Gassy	Plan	to	Evade	Jury	Duty		5.0	266.	She	Knows	Way	to	a	Man's	Heart		4.7	267.	Pre-Teen	Seeks	Mature	BF		3.9	268.	Fishing	Trip	to	Big	Bear,	CA		6.4	269.	Vegan	Activists	Derail	Cow	Train		8.1	270.	$10K	Reward	for	$100K	Guitar		6.7	....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	2	of	this	page....	....Top	3	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of
this	page....	....Middle	3	of	this	page....	....Bottom	1	of	this	page....	....Bottom	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	271.	Killer	Stepmom	Kills	Self		7.4	272.	Pretty	Teacher	Has	Other	Plans		3.8	273.	LA	Gangs	Use	Guns,	Knives		5.7	274.	Driver	Smokes	Pot,	Gets	Busted		4.2	275.	Cancer?	White	Spot	on	Tongue		3.6	276.	She	Loves	Him	Too	Much		1.5
277.	Doc's	Kids	Enjoy	Arguing		5.3	278.	Billionaire	to	Ruin	'Hood		4.4	279.	Sisters:	Let's	Go	to	Vegas!		4.8	280.	Squirrel	Hisses	at	Golfer		5.8	281.	Dad	Goes	to	War	for	Baby		4.7	282.	English	Lesson	Is	Confusing		5.6	283.	He	Preps	for	Bike	Ride		4.3	284.	Afternoon	Swim	at	FL	Beach		4.4	285.	Park	Goes	to	the	Dogs		4.6	286.	Finds	Carburetor	in	Junk
Yard		5.4	287.	Plant	Manager	Is	Mean	Troll		3.9	288.	Beware	Scalpers	at	Ball	Park		3.1	289.	Job	Interview	Ends	Poorly		4.8	290.	Seeks	Stephen	King	Book		4.4	291.	Cancer	Fells	Self-Made	Gal		4.4	292.	Donates	Old,	$‐Eating,	Gassy	Car		6.1	293.	He	Invites	Student	to	Dinner		3.3	294.	Uncle	Dies	in	Bathroom		3.6	295.	She	Discards	Uncle's	Memento		3.8
296.	Schoolboys	Swipe	Store	Sweets		3.0	297.	Guard:	Leave	Our	Beach	Now!		3.3	298.	Worker	Testy	with	Customer		4.7	299.	After	30	Years,	He	Goes,	She	Goes		4.0	300.	Judge	Makes	Lawyer	Pay		5.3	301.	"Computertle"	Needs	Caffeine	(1)		4.7	302.	"Computertle"	Needs	Caffeine	(2)		3.6	303.	Book	Sense,	Not	Street		4.0	304.	The	Flu	Wants	You!		7.5
305.	Magician	"Hires"	Babes		9.0	306.	Drug	Dealers	vs.	Fed	Agents		7.5	307.	Body	Shop	after	Body	Drop		4.5	308.	Happy	Anniversary,	I	Think		2.9	309.	"Plop!"	Goes	a.m.	LA	Times		4.8	310.	Mean	Manager	Gets	New	Job		4.4	311.	She	Trades	Bad	Pork	for	Trout		3.4	312.	Don't	Eat	the	Meat		9.1	313.	There's	Gold	in	That	Copper		8.6	314.	Driving	Lesson
Irks	Son	(1)		3.2	315.	Driving	Lesson	Irks	Son	(2)		4.6	316.	Intruder	in	Laundry	Room	(1)		4.3	317.	Intruder	in	Laundry	Room	(2)		3.5	318.	CD	Set	of	Love	Songs	(1)		6.0	319.	CD	Set	of	Love	Songs	(2)		3.8	320.	She	Suspects	Boyfriend		5.3	321.	She	Shops	for	New	Tops	(1)		3.5	322.	She	Shops	for	New	Tops	(2)		3.4	323.	Inmates	Hate	Nutraloaf		7.2	324.
U.S.	Outsources	Passports		8.6	325.	The	Demanding	Teen	Son		4.1	326.	She	Pays	Ex-BF	Back		4.5	327.	Bus	Strikes	Young	Mom		4.9	328.	Wants	to	Start	Family		5.5	329.	Priest	Ascends	with	Balloons		6.2	330.	Video	Clerk	Is	All	Business		4.8	331.	IRS:	$963,	Plus	Interest		7.0	332.	Fire	Nears	Sierra	Madre	(1)		7.0	333.	Fire	Nears	Sierra	Madre	(2)		5.3
334.	Seeks	HEPA	Filter	for	Vac	(1)		5.8	335.	Seeks	HEPA	Filter	for	Vac	(2)		5.8	336.	Damages	Their	Rental	Car	(1)		5.8	337.	Damages	Their	Rental	Car	(2)		6.3	338.	Marathoner	Cheats,	Wins	Race		6.8	339.	Comic	"Honors"	G.W.	Bush		8.4	340.	Boy	Saves	Classmates	on	Bus		7.4	341.	GF:	Don't	Veneer	Your	Teeth		4.5	342.	Govt	Can	Take	Your	Land		7.9
343.	New	Law	for	LA	Taco	Trucks		6.7	344.	She	Has	a	Horrible	Face	(1)		5.9	345.	She	Has	a	Horrible	Face	(2)		5.1	346.	Overcharged,	Gets	Item	Free	(1)		5.8	347.	Overcharged,	Gets	Item	Free	(2)		5.4	348.	GF	to	BF:	Shut	Your	Mouth		4.2	349.	TSA	Revises	Jewelry	Regs	(1)		3.4	350.	TSA	Revises	Jewelry	Regs	(2)		7.0	351.	Pregnant	Teen	Tells
Boyfriend		3.0	352.	CA	Court:	Same-Sex	Wedlock	OK		10.3	353.	Destroy	Spire,	Build	Museum		7.7	354.	Be	Nicer	to	Your	Brother		5.7	355.	CA	Shields	Public	from	Pups		9.2	356.	Malibu	Mayor	OKs	Paparazzi		7.8	357.	Myanmar	Cyclone	Kills	40K		6.7	358.	GF:	I'm	Moving	to	NYC		3.3	359.	Am	I	Having	a	Heart	Attack?	(1)		3.4	360.	Am	I	Having	a	Heart
Attack?	(2)		3.1	361.	Young	Golf	Pro	Wins	Masters		7.6	362.	Helps	Old	Man	at	Airport		3.6	363.	Feds	Threaten	WWII	Vet		5.4	364.	Let's	Speak	English	in	Class		5.0	365.	GF:	I'm	Having	Bad	Dreams		2.3	Teachers:	All	365	stories	above	↑	are	in	order	from	easiest	(1.5)	to	hardest	(11.0)	below	↓	(per	MS	Word's	Readability	Statistics).	Mike,	April	27,	2019
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Thrown		2.0	37.	A	Jealous	Girlfriend			2.2	4.	Grab	Your	Umbrellas		2.3	115.	The	Way	to	a	Man's	Heart		2.3	365.	GF:	I'm	Having	Bad	reams		2.3	15.	Noisy	Neighbor	Quiets	Down		2.4	27.	Love	Note	to	His	Girlfriend		2.4	93.	Dreams	about	His	Drowning	(2)		2.4	8.	A	Shampoo	Shower	Injury		2.6	13.	Please	Marry	Me!		2.6	39.	Another	Jealous	Girlfriend			2.6
83.	Suspicious	Shoppers	at	Mall		2.7	196.	Fat	Lip	for	Golfing	Doctor	(2)		2.7	32.	Breakup	and	Heartbreak		2.8	99.	He	Calls	Cops	re	Bad	Pot		2.8	18.	Eddie's	Short	Visit	to	Betty		2.9	173.	Scrooge	Brings	Christmas	Gift	(2)		2.9	308.	Happy	Anniversary,	I	Think		2.9	12.	BF	Causes	Her	Stomachache		3.0	118.	Man	Flies	200	Miles	in	Chair	(1)		3.0	296.
Schoolboys	Swipe	Store	Sweets		3.0	351.	Pregnant	Teen	Tells	Boyfriend		3.0	23.	Paper	Pile	Grows	and	Goes		3.1	288.	Beware	Scalpers	at	Ball	Park		3.1	360.	Am	I	Having	a	Heart	Attack?	(2)		3.1	1.	New	to	America	from	Asia		3.2	(Grade	Level)	9.	Pete's	Too	Sharp	Knife		3.2	43.	English	Is	So	Hard			3.2	146.	A	Play,	or	a	Movie?	Neither!	(1)		3.2	174.	His
Haircut	Leaves	Her	Cold	(1)		3.2	193.	He:	Fraud;	She:	Little	White	Lie		3.2	255.	Expert:	How	to	Catch	Girls		3.2	314.	Driving	Lesson	Irks	Son	(1)		3.2	2.	A	Haircut	Every	2	Weeks		3.3	3.	Yardman	Mows	and	Blows		3.3	5.	Finds	Bargains	at	Thrift	Shop		3.3	63.	A	Big	Cash	Wedding	Gift	(2)		3.3	172.	Scrooge	Brings	Christmas	Gift	(1)		3.3	186.	God:	Open
Door,	Feed	Flies	(1)		3.3	222.	Mayor	Denies	"Cowlision"		3.3	293.	He	Invites	Student	to	Dinner		3.3	297.	Guard:	Leave	Our	Beach	Now!		3.3	358.	GF:	I'm	Moving	to	NYC		3.3	120.	Cleaning	a	Dirty	Plate—Oops!		3.4	148.	Toilet	Tank	Almost	Overfills	(1)		3.4	165.	Ham	and	Eggplant—Hold	the	Ham		3.4	178.	Driving	Lesson	Scares	Them	Both	(1)		3.4	212.
Man	Hoards	Library	Books		3.4	311.	She	Trades	Bad	Pork	for	Trout		3.4	322.	She	Shops	for	New	Tops	(2)		3.4	349.	TSA	Revises	Jewelry	Regs	(1)		3.4	359.	Am	I	Having	a	Heart	Attack?	(1)		3.4	11.	A	Good	Hot	Dog	Sandwich		3.5	22.	Loose	Button	Gets	Sewn		3.5	29.	Hawk	Attacks	Hang-Glider		3.5	30.	A	Daytime	Robbery	in	LA		3.5	57.	Let's	Buy	Some
Paint		3.5	69.	You're	Not	My	Dad		3.5	133.	I	Drink,	but	I'm	No	Alcoholic!		3.5	317.	Intruder	in	Laundry	Room	(2)		3.5	321.	She	Shops	for	New	Tops	(1)		3.5	275.	Cancer?	White	Spot	on	Tongue		3.6	294.	Uncle	Dies	in	Bathroom		3.6	302.	"Computertle"	Needs	Caffeine	(2)		3.6	362.	Helps	Old	Man	at	Airport		3.6	218.	Dog's	Poop	Costs	Her	$100			3.7	20.
An	Exciting	Visit	to	Asia		3.8	75.	Wife	Too	Busy	for	Grandma		3.8	114.	Remember	Me	from	Restaurant?		3.8	119.	Man	Flies	200	Miles	in	Chair	(2)		3.8	259.	Mystery	Fluid,	Mystery	Woman		3.8	272.	Pretty	Teacher	Has	Other	Plans		3.8	295.	She	Discards	Uncle's	Memento		3.8	319.	CD	Set	of	Love	Songs	(2)		3.8	61.	If	You	Really	Love	Me		3.9	92.	Dreams
about	His	Drowning	(1)		3.9	100.	Surfer	Survives	Shark	Attack		3.9	144.	Red	Flowers	Make	Her	See	Red		3.9	147.	A	Play,	or	a	Movie?	Neither!	(2)		3.9	185.	Bad	Blood	at	Coffee	Shop		3.9	192.	Court:	Killer	Must	Die	Painlessly		3.9	267.	Pre-Teen	Seeks	Mature	BF		3.9	287.	Plant	Manager	Is	Mean	Troll		3.9	25.	Raising	the	Kids	Right		4.0	26.	A	Clean
Toilet	Bowl		4.0	31.	Loves	to	Ride	Motorcycle		4.0	52.	Her	First	Driving	Accident		4.0	....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	2	of	this	page....	....Top	3	of	this	page....	....Middle	1	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	1	of	this	page....	....Bottom	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	129.	Aloof	Waiter	Gets	Sensible	Tip		4.0	195.	Fat	Lip	for
Golfing	Doctor	(1)		4.0	299.	After	30	Years,	He	Goes,	She	Goes		4.0	303.	Book	Sense,	Not	Street		4.0	97.	Snakebite	on	Mountain	Trail		4.1	164.	Old	Dogs	Become	Young	Again		4.1	176.	Daylight	Robbery	in	Mall	Lot	(1)		4.1	263.	Golfer	Speeds	to	Clubhouse		4.1	325.	The	Demanding	Teen	Son		4.1	38.	Snowstorms	Hit	NY	Towns		4.2	68.	Scallop	Dinner	No
Winner		4.2	189.	Safe	Car	for	Girlfriend's	Son	(2)		4.2	274.	Driver	Smokes	Pot,	Gets	Busted		4.2	348.	GF	to	BF:	Shut	Your	Mouth		4.2	16.	The	New‐Realtor	Blues		4.3	72.	Betting	Big	in	Vegas		4.3	84.	Death	Is	Part	of	Life		4.3	96.	Makes	Deal	behind	Her	Back		4.3	283.	He	Preps	for	Bike	Ride		4.3	316.	Intruder	in	Laundry	Room	(1)		4.3	24.	Brushing	and
Flossing	Time		4.4	59.	Time	to	Put	Pets	to	Sleep		4.4	74.	Handyman	to	Fix	Sinks		4.4	128.	Discount	Wedding,	Tough	Steak	(2)		4.4	171.	Hiker	Sets	Trap	for	Cyclists		4.4	278.	Billionaire	to	Ruin	'Hood		4.4	284.	Afternoon	Swim	at	FL	Beach		4.4	290.	Seeks	Stephen	King	Book		4.4	291.	Cancer	Fells	Self-Made	Gal		4.4	310.	Mean	Manager	Gets	New
Job		4.4	7.	Does	"Garlic"	Mean	Garlic?		4.5	71.	Shopping	at	99	Cents	Store		4.5	85.	Taggers'	Pal	Shoots	Grandma		4.5	150.	Miss	Mugs	Mall	Santa		4.5	237.	Tub	Bath:	Honey,	Syrup,	H2O		4.5	307.	Body	Shop	after	Body	Drop		4.5	326.	She	Pays	Ex-BF	Back		4.5	341.	GF:	Don't	Veneer	Your	Teeth		4.5	34.	Shopping	Carts	on	Lawns		4.6	121.	Free	Car	Wash
with	Driving	Lesson		4.6	285.	Park	Goes	to	the	Dogs		4.6	315.	Driving	Lesson	Irks	Son	(2)		4.6	62.	A	Big	Cash	Wedding	Gift	(1)		4.7	101.	Forbidden	Love	in	Hospital		4.7	142.	Rare	Tiger	Kills	Common	Drunks	(1)		4.7	149.	Toilet	Tank	Almost	Overfills	(2)		4.7	179.	Driving	Lesson	Scares	Them	Both	(2)		4.7	188.	Safe	Car	for	Girlfriend's	Son	(1)		4.7	201.
Sara	Buys	New	Toaster		4.7	266.	She	Knows	Way	to	a	Man's	Heart		4.7	281.	Dad	Goes	to	War	for	Baby		4.7	298.	Worker	Testy	with	Customer		4.7	301.	"Computertle"	Needs	Caffeine	(1)		4.7	60.	Where	Is	That	Darn	Battery?		4.8	241.	Bank	Robber	Waves	Grenade		4.8	246.	Man	Shoots	Up	Post	Office		4.8	264.	Twins	at	Playboy's	Deathbed		4.8	279.
Sisters:	Let's	Go	to	Vegas!		4.8	289.	Job	Interview	Ends	Poorly		4.8	309.	"Plop!"	Goes	a.m.	LA	Times		4.8	330.	Video	Clerk	Is	All	Business		4.8	98.	She	Could	Have	Saved	Elvis		4.9	153.	He	Escapes	Jury	Duty,	Exults	(1)		4.9	156.	Man	Leaves	$50K	to	Waitress	(1)		4.9	170.	Searches	for	Husband	in	Iran	(2)		4.9	327.	Bus	Strikes	Young	Mom		4.9	76.
Husband	Dies	in	Hotel	Pool		5.0	86.	Crime	on	the	Rise	in	LA		5.0	88.	Pluto	Chases	Kid	at	Disneyland		5.0	139.	Sister's	Body's	in	the	Barrel	(2)		5.0	200.	Pasta	Meal,	Hershey	Dessert	(2)		5.0	205.	Bullet	in	Knee,	Cane	in	Hand		5.0	265.	Gassy	Plan	to	Evade	Jury	Duty		5.0	364.	Let's	Speak	English	in	Class		5.0	51.	Trash	Truck	Misses	Pick‐Up		5.1	67.
Wedding	Card	Inspires	Ire		5.1	82.	Tries	to	Chat	Up	"Neighbor"		5.1	138.	Sister's	Body's	in	the	Barrel	(1)		5.1	167.	Boyfriend	Harms	Her	Eardrum	(2)		5.1	182.	She'll	Get	Job	in	Restaurant		5.1	198.	Chimps	Attack	Delhi	Florist		5.1	250.	A	'C'?!	Schoolgirl	Sues	School		5.1	345.	She	Has	a	Horrible	Face	(2)		5.1	19.	Carbon	Monoxide	Kills		5.2	21.	"South
Park"	School	Boys		5.2	40.	She	Loves	Her	Son			5.2	56.	A	Year	with	No	TV		5.2	94.	She	Nixes	Hubby's	Egypt	Trip		5.2	17.	Fire	Alarm	Hurts	Her	Ears		5.3	41.	Examines	Her	for	Stomach	Pain		5.3	116.	Stick	Ship	to	Circle	World		5.3	....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	2	of	this	page....	....Top	3	of	this	page....	....Middle	1	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of	this
page....	....Middle	3	of	this	page....	....Bottom	2	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	131.	Infamous	D.B.	Cooper	Lives	On	(1)		5.3	197.	He	Invents	Toilet	for	Cars		5.3	199.	Pasta	Meal,	Hershey	Dessert	(1)		5.3	277.	Doc's	Kids	Enjoy	Arguing		5.3	300.	Judge	Makes	Lawyer	Pay		5.3	320.	She	Suspects	Boyfriend		5.3	333.	Fire	Nears	Sierra	Madre
(2)		5.3	181.	Disappointing	Move	to	Georgia	(2)		5.4	286.	Finds	Carburetor	in	Junk	Yard		5.4	347.	Overcharged,	Gets	Item	Free	(2)		5.4	363.	Feds	Threaten	WWII	Vet		5.4	36.	Trick	or	Treat	Attack		5.5	54.	I	Got	You	Covered,	Honey		5.5	109.	Job	Sickens	Hospital	Orderly	(2)		5.5	124.	PCC	Nursing	Student	Disappears		5.5	157.	Man	Leaves	$50K	to
Waitress	(2)		5.5	211.	Seeks	Her	Cat,	Rents	Billboard		5.5	328.	Wants	to	Start	Family		5.5	194.	So	You	Want	to	Be	a	CA	Juror		5.6	247.	Loses	Dime,	Finds	Priceless	Murals		5.6	282.	English	Lesson	Is	Confusing		5.6	28.	Spock	Saves	His	Dad		5.7	105.	Senator	Says	He's	Not	Gay		5.7	175.	His	Haircut	Leaves	Her	Cold	(2)		5.7	177.	Daylight	Robbery	in	Mall
Lot	(2)		5.7	180.	Disappointing	Move	to	Georgia	(1)		5.7	226.	Happy	and	Unhappy	Renters		5.7	257.	Jilted	Nurse	Puts	BF	on	Ice		5.7	273.	LA	Gangs	Use	Guns,	Knives		5.7	354.	Be	Nicer	to	Your	Brother		5.7	58.	I	Need	Water	for	My	Clients		5.8	66.	London	Car	Bombs	Are	Duds		5.8	162.	Clap	Thrice	for	The	Clapper		5.8	183.	Brothers	Clean	Up	River
(1)		5.8	220.	Old,	Ill	Couple	Die	at	Home		5.8	233.	City	Swim	Classes	Begin		5.8	243.	He	Fixes	Screen	Door	Lock		5.8	254.	Plane	Hits	Empty	Bedroom		5.8	280.	Squirrel	Hisses	at	Golfer		5.8	334.	Seeks	HEPA	Filter	for	Vac	(1)		5.8	335.	Seeks	HEPA	Filter	for	Vac	(2)		5.8	336.	Damages	Their	Rental	Car	(1)		5.8	346.	Overcharged,	Gets	Item	Free	(1)		5.8
14.	Weekly	Laundry	Day		5.9	65.	Few	Visits	to	Her	Open	House		5.9	110.	Pretty	Flowers	Anger	Wife		5.9	141.	He	Seeks	Tune	to	Curb	Barking		5.9	344.	She	Has	a	Horrible	Face	(1)		5.9	10.	WWW	Provider	Overbills	Him		6.0	132.	Infamous	D.B.	Cooper	Lives	On	(2)		6.0	213.	He	Needs	New	Disposal	(1)		6.0	318.	CD	Set	of	Love	Songs	(1)		6.0	215.
Pickpockets,	Burglars,	Thieves		6.1	216.	Kids,	Easter	Eggs,	Easter	Bunny		6.1	236.	Tenants	Watch	Building	Burn		6.1	292.	Donates	Old,	$‐Eating,	Gassy	Car		6.1	33.	Beautiful,	Famous	Model	Dies		6.2	45.	GEICO's	TV	Lizard		6.2	137.	Gasping	for	Breath	in	the	MRI		6.2	203.	Cow	Saves	Drenched	Owner		6.2	214.	He	Needs	New	Disposal	(2)		6.2	240.	Bike
Thefts	at	30-Year	Low		6.2	256.	A	Bullet	and	a	Xmas	Tree		6.2	329.	Priest	Ascends	with	Balloons		6.2	64.	Tiger	Trainer	Wins	at	Poker		6.3	135.	48	Homes	Burn	near	Malibu	(2)		6.3	258.	Captains	Save	Anglers,	Lose	Fins		6.3	260.	She	"Lost"	Winning	Ticket		6.3	337.	Damages	Their	Rental	Car	(2)		6.3	111.	Pet	Dog	Inherits	Millions		6.4	125.	Everyone
Loves	Yellow	Bananas		6.4	209.	Loser's	Pig	Gets	Hot	Tomatoes		6.4	225.	Housing	Prices	Soar	Nationwide		6.4	244.	AC	Unit	Goes	South	in	Heat		6.4	268.	Fishing	Trip	to	Big	Bear,	CA		6.4	42.	Hospitals	Can	Make	You	Sick		6.5	169.	Searches	for	Husband	in	Iran	(1)		6.5	191.	TV,	Movie	Writers	to	Strike		6.5	207.	Piano	Tuner	Wins,	Loses	Big		6.5	210.
Goats	Eat	City's	Brush,	Trash		6.5	253.	"Ex"-Smoker	Dies	in	House	Fire		6.5	48.	Have	You	Seen	This	Man?		6.5	49.	LA	Traffic	Report		6.5	44.	Hollywood	Stars	and	Tourists			6.6	80.	Grumpy	Checker	like	Robot		6.6	87.	Judges	Too	Soft	on	Crime		6.6	117.	LA	Passes	Dog-Barking	Law		6.6	154.	He	Escapes	Jury	Duty,	Exults	(2)		6.6	230.	Drought,	Trees	Up
Fire	Threat		6.6	238.	200	Bags	of	Fresh	Blood		6.6	....Top	1	of	this	page....	....Top	2	of	this	page....	....Top	3	of	this	page....	....Middle	1	of	this	page....	....Middle	2	of	this	page....	....Middle	3	of	this	page....	....Bottom	1	of	this	page....	....Bottom	3	of	this	page....	35.	Four	Slit	Throats	in	Italy		6.7	81.	CA	DMV:	Fix	Polluting	Cars		6.7	91.	No	Respect	for	Greek
Arsonist		6.7	112.	Ill	Man	Holds	Staff	Hostage		6.7	122.	Hurricane	Dean	Fizzles	in	Cancun		6.7	134.	48	Homes	Burn	near	Malibu	(1)		6.7	159.	Retailers	Love	Black	Friday		6.7	270.	$10K	Reward	for	$100K	Guitar		6.7	343.	New	Law	for	LA	Taco	Trucks		6.7	357.	Myanmar	Cyclone	Kills	40K		6.7	46.	Law	and	Order	in	LA?		6.8	95.	No	More	Sugar	for	NYC
Seniors		6.8	221.	Turtle	and	Dove	Store	Opens		6.8	228.	Co.	Clones	Cats	Now,	Dogs	Next		6.8	338.	Marathoner	Cheats,	Wins	Race		6.8	73.	Homes	Priced	to	Sell!		6.9	127.	Discount	Wedding,	Tough	Steak	(1)		6.9	145.	Stolen	Bucks	at	Starbucks		6.9	190.	Small	Boy	Sets	Big	Fire		6.9	249.	Chief	Wants	VidCams	in	Cars		6.9	251.	SUV	Launches	CHP
Officer		6.9	113.	Boy	Defends	Sister,	Baby		7.0	130.	Your	Country	Thanks,	Bills	You		7.0	155.	How	Do	You	Celebrate	New	Year's?		7.0	223.	SoCal	Gas	Prices:	New	High		7.0	331.	IRS:	$963,	Plus	Interest		7.0	332.	Fire	Nears	Sierra	Madre	(1)		7.0	350.	TSA	Revises	Jewelry	Regs	(2)		7.0	123.	Adventurer	Vanishes	into	Thin	Air		7.1	323.	Inmates	Hate
Nutraloaf		7.2	50.	LA	Radio	News		7.3	77.	Balloon	Ablaze	in	Canada		7.3	158.	CA:	50%	of	Students	Will	Drop	Out		7.3	204.	Drunk	Crashes,	Taken	to	Jail		7.3	217.	Couple	Too	Clean	for	Hotel		7.3	53.	You're	Not	a	Good	Principal		7.4	143.	Rare	Tiger	Kills	Common	Drunks	(2)		7.4	151.	Illegal	Apt.	Fire	Kills	Two		7.4	206.	Cop	Chase	Ends	in	LA		7.4	219.
Prof's	Book	Cheaper	for	Pupils		7.4	227.	Crack	Crew	Cleans	Creek	Crud		7.4	232.	Park	Reopens	after	Rock	Slides		7.4	271.	Killer	Stepmom	Kills	Self		7.4	340.	Boy	Saves	Classmates	on	Bus		7.4	152.	Police	Arrest	Canyon	"Arsonists"		7.5	161.	Just	Enough	Fuel	to	Land	Safely		7.5	184.	Brothers	Clean	Up	River	(2)		7.5	(Grade	Level)	304.	The	Flu	Wants
You!		7.5	306.	Drug	Dealers	vs.	Fed	Agents		7.5	89.	Arm	Wrestlers	in	Harm's	Way		7.6	102.	Interstate	Bridge	Fails,	10	Die		7.6	126.	Entire	Office	Smells	like	Chicken		7.6	361.	Young	Golf	Pro	Wins	Masters		7.6	104.	Actor	Tries	to	Kill	Himself		7.7	353.	Destroy	Spire,	Build	Museum		7.7	356.	Malibu	Mayor	OKs	Paparazzi		7.8	108.	Job	Sickens	Hospital
Orderly	(1)		7.9	163.	TB	Kills	2	Million	Yearly		7.9	224.	75K	Go	to	LA	Book	Festival		7.9	242.	Immigration	Goes	Online	in	LA		7.9	261.	B-Ball	Player	Wins,	Dances,	Dies		7.9	342.	Govt	Can	Take	Your	Land		7.9	136.	Drought	Drags	On,	Dries	Out	GA		8.0	202.	Coffee	in	Lap	at	Drive-Thru		8.0	239.	Peru,	Navajo	at	City	Art	Fair		8.0	262.	USDA:	Fries	Are
"Fresh	Veggies"		8.0	269.	Vegan	Activists	Derail	Cow	Train		8.1	90.	"Semper	Buy"	Insult	to	Marine		8.1	140.	Phony	Red	Meat,	Real	Gray	Water		8.1	47.	No	Welcome	Mat	for	Iraqis		8.2	55.	Paris	Goes	to	Jail	in	LA		8.2	79.	Utah	Coal	Mine	Claims	Six		8.2	103.	Stop	Selling	Cute	Bunnies		8.2	245.	His	Spray	Removes	All	Calories		8.2	106.	E.	Coli	Is
Everywhere		8.4	235.	Federal	Program:	$5M	for	Homeless		8.4	252.	Babysitter	Kisses	BF,	Tot	Drowns		8.4	339.	Comic	"Honors"	G.W.	Bush		8.4	70.	Senator	Enjoys	His	Diapers		8.5	231.	Vegas	Card-Counter	Writes	Book		8.5	234.	Seniors:	Think	Young,	Stay	Young		8.5	229.	Beach	Home	Rentals	Good,	Bad		8.6	313.	There's	Gold	in	That	Copper		8.6	324.
U.S.	Outsources	Passports		8.6	78.	Man's	Best	Friend	vs.	NFL		8.8	305.	Magician	"Hires"	Babes		9.0	312.	Don't	Eat	the	Meat		9.1	208.	Inmates	Free	Guards,	Get	Sweets		9.2	355.	CA	Shields	Public	from	Pups		9.2	107.	Influenza	Sickens	One	Billion		9.3	248.	Big	Rig	Plows	into	Pier		9.3	160.	JFK	Death:	Facts	in	Dispute		10.3	352.	CA	Court:	Same-Sex
Wedlock	OK		10.3	168.	Drug	Dealers	Use	Subs,	Cannon		11.0


