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In	2002,	two	years	before	the	word	"podcast"	was	coined,	I	came	across	an	iTunes	station	that	sounded	like	a	ham	radio	show.	Some	friends	got	together	every	week,	recorded	an	hour	or	more	of	their	conversation	and	published	it	as	The	Great	Radio	Tiki	Experiment.	(The	show	is	long	gone,	but	its	archives	(Opens	in	a	new	window)	are	still	available.)
It	was	one	of	the	first	podcasts	and	I	was	hooked.	Now	it	seems	anyone	can	create	a	podcast.	Today,	the	podcast	market	is	so	saturated	with	content	that	the	only	way	to	find	your	favorite	shows,	organize	the	episodes	you	want	to	listen	to,	and	listen	to	them	is	to	download	a	dedicated	podcast	app.	Recently,	some	Spotify	users	began	looking	for	an
alternative	podcast	player	app	after	pleas	from	the	medical	community	and	music	legends	to	stop	Joe	Rogan	from	spreading	false	or	misleading	views	about	COVID-19	went	largely	unanswered.	If	you	decide	to	leave	Spotify,	know	that	the	company	has	some	exclusive	podcasts,	so	you	won't	always	be	able	to	find	all	your	favorite	shows	elsewhere.	On
the	other	hand,	you	may	discover	new	programs	that	are	even	better.	After	testing	about	25	podcast	players,	I've	picked	nine	that	either	offer	a	great	overall	experience	or	something	unique.	I	have	a	few	personal	favorites	among	them.	If	you're	looking	for	an	efficient	podcast	player	that	isn't	cluttered	with	ads	and	referrals	and	you	only	have	to	pay
once,	I	recommend	Downcast	for	iPhone	and	DoggCatcher	for	Android.	Pocket	Casts	takes	the	cake	for	a	similar	experience	that	is	cross-platform.	Overcast	gets	credit	for	having	a	loyal	and	dedicated	fanbase	for	years,	as	well	as	having	some	of	the	best	playlist	organizing	tools	out	there.	What	to	look	for	Almost	all	podcasts	have	a	few	things	in
common.	You	should	always	be	able	to	subscribe	to	a	show	to	receive	new	episodes	in	your	podcast	feed.	You	should	be	able	tohow	much	content	is	downloaded	to	your	device	manually	or	by	limiting	the	number	of	new	episodes	downloaded	from	each	show.	Some	apps	also	allow	you	to	set	a	limit	on	how	much	memory	you	want	to	use.	Most	apps	have
an	audio	enhancement	feature	that	automatically	enhances	people's	voices.	Many,	but	not	all,	have	an	air	trimmer	that	automatically	disables	pauses	longer	than	one	or	two	breaths	when	turned	on.	Every	podcast	app	should	allow	you	to	create	playlists,	like	a	list	of	shows	you	listen	to	every	time.	in	the	morning	or	a	separate	list	of	programs	stored
for	the	weekend.	Start	Listening	Below	you	will	find	the	best	podcast	apps,	arranged	alphabetically,	with	images	of	the	mobile	apps,	their	prices	and	a	few	words	about	what	makes	them	special	or	useful.	Price	per	ad:	FreeAcast	is	a	podcast	app	to	listen	to	shows	and	an	app	where	creators	can	publish	their	content	and	work	with	the	Acast	team	to
earn	money	for	their	work.	As	a	listener,	you'll	find	all	your	favorite	podcasts,	even	if	their	creators	don't	work	directly	with	Acast.	The	application	has	the	ability	to	change	the	region	after	detecting	podcasts.	Options	include:	Australia,	Denmark,	France,	Germany,	Ireland,	Norway,	Sweden,	UK	and	US.	When	you	change	your	region	selection,	you'll
see	new	podcast	recommendations	that	are	relevant	or	popular	in	those	areas.	Android	(opens	in	new	window),	iOS	(opens	in	new	window),	macOS	Price:	Free;	$2.99/month,	$18.99/year,	$29.99/year	for	2-6	family	members	Castro	PlusCastro	is	a	free	iOS	podcasting	app	that's	pretty	average	if	you	use	the	free	version.	However,	if	you	upgrade	to
Castro	Plus	for	$18.99	a	year,	you	get	a	sideloader	feature	that	lets	you	download	whatever	content	you	want	to	play,	from	audiobooks	to	conference	calls	found	online,	to	your	podcast	player.	The	rest	of	Castro's	features	are	average,	including	the	mute	button,	voice	booster.the	ability	to	customize	settings	for	each	show	on	your	channel	and	a	dark
mode.	I	don't	recommend	the	free	version	of	this	app;	If	you	are	interested	in	a	Plus	account,	you	can	try	it	one	week	before	paying.	Available	for	iOS	(opens	in	a	new	window)	Price:	$2.99.	If	you're	looking	for	a	podcast	app	for	Android	that	you	only	have	to	pay	for	once	(i.e.	no	subscription),	DoggCatcher	is	your	best	bet.	This	app	comes	with	some
standard	features	like	variable	playback	speed,	offline	playback,	customizable	playlists	and	the	ability	to	automatically	delete	played	episodes	from	your	device.	But	the	real	selling	point	is	that	it's	a	solid	podcast	catcher	and	player	that	doesn't	require	you	to	sign	up	for	special	sales,	remove	ads,	etc.	Available	for	Android	(opens	in	a	new	window)
Price:	$2.99	​​for	iOS	.	$4.99	for	macOS.	one	of	the	best	podcast	apps	for	iPhone	and	Mac.	It	also	works	with	Apple	Watch	and	CarPlay.	You	pay	once	for	apps	and	own	them	forever	with	no	subscription	fees.	Podcasts	are	easy	to	subscribe	to,	whether	you	search	for	them	or	search	for	them,	or	add	them	from	a	channel	URL.	With	extensive	settings,	you
can	automatically	start	your	favorite	shows	after	a	set	number	of	seconds	or	end	them	early,	allowing	you	to	bypass	long	intros	or	close	ads.	The	list	view	includes	the	shows	you	have	subscribed	to	or	downloaded,	with	details	such	as:	B.	how	many	episodes	you	have	in	your	queue,	when	the	last	episode	was	released,	and	an	icon	indicating	whether
you	are	signed	in	to	automatically	download	the	next	version.	If	you're	a	pure	Apple	user	and	don't	need	a	web	app,	Downcast	is	one	of	the	best	podcast	apps	out	there.	Available	for	iOS	(opens	in	a	new	window),	macOS	Price:	$11.99/month,	$69.99/year	for	unlimited	catalog	a	fairly	standard	podcast	playback	app	and	service	for	podcast	creators,	but
now	focused	on	providing	"inspiring"	content	with	a	learning	biasPersonal	development.	Himalaya	offers	audio	lessons	and	learning	in	five	to	ten	minutes.	Some	examples	of	program	titles	are	“Think	Like	a	Lawyer”,	“Changing	Everyday	Work”	and	“Mindfulness	in	Everyday	Life”.	You	can	download	Himalaya	for	Android,	iOS	and	online.	The
application	belongs	to	the	Chinese	company	Ximalaya;	Some	user	feedback	indicates	that	content	restrictions	are	common	outside	of	the	US,	where	some	content	may	not	be	licensed.	Available	for	Android	(opens	in	new	window),	iOS	(opens	in	new	window),	Web	Price:	Free;	$4.99	per	month	or	$34.99	per	year	for	original	broadcasts.	Luminary
launched	in	early	2019	with	a	beautifully	designed	app	for	viewing	and	playing	podcasts	and	a	controversial	rallying	cry	for	removing	ads	from	podcasts.	Its	move:	Pay	a	monthly	or	annual	fee	(which	has	dropped	significantly	since	it	originally	launched)	to	get	access	to	real	shows.	Original	shows	include	stars	like	Trevor	Noah,	Lena	Dunham,	Roxanne
Gay,	Karamo	Brown	and	more.	The	problem	with	Luminary	is	that	some	podcast	networks	are	withholding	major	shows	from	the	Luminary	platform,	including	The	Daily,	which	is	presented	by	the	New	York	Times.	Available	for	Android	(Opens	in	new	window),	iOS	(Opens	in	new	window),	Web	(Opens	in	new	window)	Price:	Free;	$9.99/year	for
PremiumOvercast	is	an	iOS-only	app	with	some	unique	features,	the	most	notable	of	which	is	clip	sharing.	With	clip	sharing,	you	can	tell	someone	about	a	podcast	you	like	by	sending	them	an	audio	or	video	clip	of	up	to	a	minute	in	length.	I	also	like	that	you	can	create	playlists	for	your	podcast	so	that	each	new	episode	appears	in	a	list	(called	a	smart
playlist)	or	specific	episodes	you	want	to	hear	appear	in	a	playlist.	The	free	version	of	the	app	contains	ads	and	has	such	significant	feature	limitations	that	I	don't	recommend	using	the	app	unless	you're	willing	to	pay	$9.99/year	for	premium.	Unfortunately,	Overcast	doesn't	give	you	a	trial	period	for	an	upgrade	either.	The	app	is	also	compatible	with
the	Apple	Watch.	Available	for	iOS	(opens	newFor	free;	$0.99	per	month,	$9.99	per	year	for	Plus.	One	of	the	most	popular	podcast	apps,	Pocket	Casts	is	free	for	Android	and	iOS.	It's	also	available	on	Amazon	Echo,	Apple	CarPlay,	Apple	Watch,	Android	Auto	and	other	platforms,	some	of	which	are	exclusive	to	Plus	members	(macOS,	Windows,	Web
Player).	This	app	has	a	clean	interface	and	great	features.	It's	easy	to	see	who's	on	your	subscription	list	and	what	episodes	you've	started	but	haven't	finished	yet.	It	features	0.1	steps	of	increasing	or	decreasing	the	speed	of	sound,	allowing	you	to	smoothly	adjust	the	tempo.	In	addition	to	accessing	some	platforms	not	available	to	free	users,	paid
members	can	also	access	cloud	storage	and	exclusive	app	icons	and	themes.	Available	for	Android	(opens	in	new	window),	iOS	(opens	in	new	window),	macOS,	Web,	Windows	Price:	Free;	Premium	$4.99	per	month	or	$34.99	per	year	Stitcher	isn't	just	a	podcast	app,	it's	a	podcast	network.	Stitcher	is	home	to	over	50	original	shows	including	Comedy
Bang!	Blast!,	How	It	Was	Made,	The	Dream,	Sporkful	and	more.	Stitcher	doesn't	have	the	most	powerful	features	or	settings	for	playing	podcast	episodes,	but	it	does	have	the	basics	like	a	sleep	timer,	forward	or	backward	buttons	for	different	time	intervals,	and	multiple	playback	speed	options.	Plus,	you	can	listen	almost	anywhere	with	the	Android
and	iOS	apps	and	web	player.	You	can	also	play	Stitcher	content	on	your	Amazon	Alexa	device,	as	well	as	in	cars	via	CarPlay,	Android	Auto	or	directly	from	your	smart	audio	system.	Premium	membership	costs	$4.99	per	month	or	$34.99	per	year.	Available	for	Android	(opens	in	new	window),	iOS	(opens	in	new	window),	Web.	For	podcast
recommendations,	see	our	roundup	of	the	best	podcasts.	We've	compiled	a	list	of	our	employees'	favorite	shows	in	eight	different	categories,	including	comedy,	information	and	news,	and	politics.	If	you're	thinking	about	starting	your	own	podcast,	you	canour	reviews	of	the	best	USB	microphones	to	get	the	best	sound	quality.	Subscribe	to	What's
Talking	Now	to	get	our	best	news	delivered	to	your	inbox	every	morning.	This	newsletter	may	contain	advertisements,	offers	or	affiliate	links.	By	subscribing	to	the	newsletter,	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy.	You	can	unsubscribe	from	the	newsletter	at	any	time.	>	Contents	Up	What	to	Focus	on	Start	Listening	Acast	Castro
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