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Signing out of account, Standby... We apologize that this page is not available at this time. We are working on it. Capture your best moments with our premium photo album templates. DOWNLOAD THE TEMPLATES NOW. A great way to promote your business or organization is with a professional-looking brochure. But before you hire a designer, try
one of the free brochure templates from Microsoft. Browse a vast collection of examples of brochures, ready to customize and print. These brochure templates look beautiful and are simple to use, with tips on how to organize relevant content, add photos, and more. There are tri-fold templates for brochures for a wide variety of services and
organizations, including a brochure template for interior design, architecture, medical services, contractors, and schools. A pamphlet template is another option, great for a vacation rental, dog walking business, landscaping service, and more. For businesses with multiple products or services, download a brochure template in Word to create a
catalogue with all your listings. You can even add an order form and address label to the brochure template for immediate posting. All templates for brochures are printable and make a statement as a leave-behind or a mailer. Check out the brochure templates to find what works for you. Pamphlets need to sum up a lot of information in a small
amount of space, so pamphlet designs are extremely important. If you need to create a new pamphlet but aren’t sure where to start, make sure you check out these wonderful pamphlet templates from Marq. You’ll have a versatile set of tools to use to create something that will definitely get people to read what you write. Marq offers a variety of
pamphlet templates that you can choose from. The Brisk bi-fold pamphlet template, for example, features a basic layout that works well with company overviews, business introductions and short newsletters. It also looks great in a digital format, so you don’t have to worry about how it appears when reading on a tablet. For a more modern design, you
can always go with the Keynote bi-fold pamphlet template. This clean and well-organized layout lets the photos you choose take center stage. One of the strengths to this template is how flexible it is, giving you more options to share your message. The font is inviting and enhances the information you’'re sharing. These are just a couple examples of
the templates offered by Marq. Don’t feel like you need to follow these templates with exactness—after all, one of the best features of using Marq is the ability to customize the designs. Select your own photos, fonts and colors to create something that’s all your own. The humble pamphlet is the informational, less salesy cousin of the bold and brash
brochure. Often used in educational and cultural contexts, pamphlets are a valuable tool for sharing data about a single subject. Our free pamphlet templates are designed to help you inform readers and customers about the subjects most important to them, from health & medical care to travel & tourism. These versatile pamphlet designs can be
customized for a variety of cases using our intuitive online editor. Open a template to select fonts, colors, shapes, images and more. This probably seems obvious, but it’s worth stating: These days, it’s crucial to have a website for your business. From brochure-based sites that provide your contact details and store hours to full-fledged ecommerce
carts and customer self-service, your website is important—it tells customers what to expect from you. This article offers several tips for building a better business website that will engage existing customers and help you find new ones. Templates Offer Easy, Professional-Looking Sites for BusinessMany businesses begin with inexpensive template
sites. Here a service provider offers layout and design choices, hosts the website and provides updates and technical support when required. Businesses typically turn to a template site, and “find it to be a quick way to get a professional-looking site,” after trying to do it themselves but failing to get the results they want, said David Rose, CEO of
clearString, a Web development software company.If you're going to use a template site, look for a provider that offers templates for specific vertical markets. While that means any business like yours, using the same base website template, will have a similar site, it will give you the basic features that customers expect to find on a website in your
area of expertise. The obvious reason for using a template site is the lack of IT requirements to get it online. A business can have a template-based site online in no time. In addition, experience with HTML code and website development is not required. Finally, template sites are a low-cost option and can usually be had for hundreds — not thousands
— of dollars.Maciej Fita, search engine optimization (SEO) director for Brandignity, a Web marketing company offering custom website consulting services for business-to-business (B2B) and business-to-consumer (B2C) companies, believes that budget is the biggest obstacle businesses face when developing a website.“Great design, branding and
development typically has some cost behind it, but those who believe in the Web like we do realize that the expenditure will come back if the site is properly leveraged after launch,” he says.Hard to Make Template-Based Business Websites Flexible, CustomizedWhile templates can serve the basic purpose of having a brochure-like business website,
you will probably outgrow a template site eventually. Your website is a first-stop destination, and template-based sites often lack the unique features and design elements—what Fita calls the “wow factor’—which will attract customers.“These days, your website has to stand out within five seconds of a visitor landing on any of your Web pages,” Fita
says. “That’s something a template has a hard time doing if you do not at least put some customization in place.”As the primary point of contact at 3PRIME, a Web marketing and development firm, co-owner Ryan Turner is familiar with template sites and says they often lack important features such as contact forms, search-engine friendly text, brand
consistency and clear messaging.“The website needs to chiefly be flexible and should be designed with the visitor audience experience at the forefront,” Turner says. “Every platform has its own limitations, and many solutions aren’t chosen based on how [they’ll] be used, but by a manager with insufficient background in using the
solutions.”Connecticut-based 3Prime helps companies build websites that appeal to their customer base. Shown here are sites the firm built for a homebuilder (above) and roofer (below). Photos courtesy of 3Prime .For businesses using template sites, there are a number of key indicators that it might be time to try something more advanced. Many
reflect marketing needs, Turner says—"the business needs to be able to handle landing pages for advertising, needs to integrate social media, needs to provide access to third parties and needs to upgrade&hosting and email to keep up with the Joneses.” Also, Fita recommends that businesses pay attention to traffic and what visitors do when they
land on your website. “When your website produces no actions, it is time to look at a variety of things, including design, branding and development,” he says. “If your site receives traffic and no one is really doing anything day in and day out, something is broken.”However, building a better business website without templates isn’t easy—and it can be
outright painful if you’re not familiar with website development. You need to decide if you're going to hire a developer, outsource the project (or parts of it) to a website development shop or keep it in-house. Many of these decisions will be determined by your budget; more on that later.Turner agrees that there are a number of hurdles that a business
will face when developing a website. These include identifying decision makers, working with a developer who can manage the various personalities involved, ensuring distinct design phases prior to locking into development and defining the scope of the project so it can be appropriately managed. The business also needs to identify its audience and
the marketing goals for the website.Can You Develop Your Better Business Website In-House?For larger businesses, keeping website development in-house is attractive. If this isn’t within your area of expertise or budget, though, you can look for software that handles the coding aspect of sites. This lets you improve upon a template-based business
website at a lower cost than outsourcing the development to a third party.ClearString is one example of this. It’s a software system that can be used by any business to create unique CMS websites and business applications. By encapsulating “chunks” of complex website functionality into easily configurable components, you can use a product such as
clearString to manage domains, hosting and data security without scripting or coding. The video below offers a general introduction to the clearString platform. CEO Rose says clearString is an option for businesses that need more than just the basics offered in template sites&,dash;user controls, for example, or different websites for different
corporate divisions, or other business functions that hit the boundaries of a template website, including ecommerce, custom content and email integration.“There are always options to take a different price path. You just have to really explore your options and get creative as a business,” Fita says. “Developing logos and updating websites in-house
should always be choice No. 1 if the major concern is cost.” The pros with finding a quality Web design and development firm is that you know that your design is going to stand out from the crowd, but making sure your business website can be found in search engines is just as important. If the firm doesn’t include search engine marketing (SEM) in
its service, Fita recommends that you split your budget between design and SEM.“The most beautiful website in the world will not help you grow if you don’t have a way to send traffic to it once it goes live,” he adds, describing the drawback of investing all your money in design and nothing in search.Joyce Weinberg, president of City Food Tours, says
experience has taught her that it’s important to know a bit about website development yourself when looking for a Web developer. Do your research before hiring anyone, and collect references from other businesses—there is a steep learning curve in going from a hosted template site to one that is developed for your business.City Food Tours has
branded the New York (above) and Philadelphia (below) sections of its website differently. This makes it easy for users to know which city they are looking up.Weinberg recommends that a business do its due diligence and make sure the website is designed in such a way that it is very easy to build, change and optimize for search engines.“You have to
know what to ask for to get the right things,” she says. “If you don’t know, have a friend or business acquaintance look at you proposal so you know what you are buying.” Based in Nova Scotia, Canada, Vangie Beal has been covering small business, electronic commerce and Internet technology for more than a decade. You can tweet with her online
@AuroraGG. Follow everything from CIO.com on Twitter @CIOonline, on Facebook, and on Google +.
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