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Most	future	CPAs	know	they	have	to	pass	the	four-part	CPA	Exam,	but	did	you	know	that	some	candidates	also	must	take	the	CPA	ethics	exam	as	well?	Since	CPAs	deal	with	sensitive	andconfidential	information,	they	need	to	have	a	clear	understanding	of	ethical	codes	to	ensure	their	financial	integrity.First,	there	are	3	Es	of	basic	CPA
requirements:Education	(earn	a	bachelors	degree	and	150	credit	hours	of	general	education,	although	this	requirement	may	vary	by	state)Exam	(successfully	pass	all	sections	of	the	Uniform	CPA	Examination)Experience	(have	a	minimum	of	1	year	of	applicable	accounting	experience)However,	some	would-be	CPA	candidates	dont	realize	that	many
states	have	a	fourth	E	ethics	covered	by	an	ethics	examination	that	must	be	taken	in	addition	to,	and	usually	after,	the	core	CPA	Exam.Overview	of	the	CPA	Ethics	ExamDont	worry:	the	ethics	exam	is	not	nearly	as	lengthy	or	involved	as	the	core	exam.	But	since	many	states	require	the	exam,	its	important	to	take	it	seriously.	You	dont	want	to	let	this
last	CPA	requirement	trip	you	up.	Although	its	not	as	expensive	as	the	core	exam,	youll	also	need	to	budget	for	the	exam	fees.Most	states	use	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	written	and	administered	by	the	AICPA	(American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants).	The	exam	helps	aspiring	CPAs	prepare	for	complicated	ethical	problems	they	might	encounter
in	their	professional	careers.Before	taking	the	exam,	candidates	should	study	the	professions	rules	of	professional	conduct.	The	exam	will	assess	how	potential	CPAs	will	address	complicated	situations	within	appropriate	ethical	principles.The	CPA	Ethics	Exam	is	required	by	many	(but	not	all)	state	boards	for	CPA	licensing	in	the	US.	Most	candidates
take	the	exam	after	passing	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam.	However,	since	most	states	give	you	one	to	two	years	after	passing	the	CPA	Exam	to	complete	the	Ethics	Exam,	you	dont	have	to	rush	to	take	it.Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	the	Ethics	Exam1.	Who	administers	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam?While	some	states	administer	their	own	ethics	exam	or
courses,	most	state	boards	use	the	AICPA	Professional	Ethics	Exam.2.	What	is	the	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Ethics	Course	and	Exam,	exactly?The	exam	is	an	open-book,	multiple-choice	test	that	covers	essential	accounting	ethics	concepts.	It	is	graded	by	the	American	Institute	of	CPAs.	Also,	to	help	you	prepare,	AICPA	offers	a	self-study	Ethics	Course,
which	is	now	available	exclusively	online.	After	you	purchase	it,	youll	have	access	to	the	digital	materials	for	one	year.AICPA	does	not	appear	to	offer	a	physical	book	or	paper	exam.	However,	if	you	have	accessibility	needs	that	require	physical	copies,	you	can	contact	AICPAs	ADA	department	at	adaaccessibility@aicpa-cima.com	for	help.3.	Does	every
state	require	you	to	take	an	ethics	exam?No,	only	35	or	so	state	boards	require	their	soon-to-be	CPAs	to	take	an	ethics	exam.	Below,	well	list	the	states	that	currently	require	it.	To	find	updated	requirements	in	your	state,	check	out	my	post	CPA	Requirements	by	State.	NASBA	also	maintains	a	list	of	contact	information	for	the	State	Board	of
Accountancy	in	each	jurisdiction	in	the	United	States.Please	double-check	whether	this	exam	is	necessary	for	you	its	not	that	hard	if	you	follow	my	steps	to	passing	it	the	first	time,	but	you	still	dont	want	to	waste	your	time	and	money	if	you	dont	need	it	in	your	state.(And	speaking	of	not	spending	too	much	of	your	money,	remember	that	I	have
exclusive	offers	for	discounts	and	promo	codes	to	help	you	save	money	on	your	path	to	becoming	a	CPA.)4.	Does	every	state	use	the	same	exam?No.	Although	most	states	use	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Ethics	Course	and	Exam,	some	use	their	own	materials.5.	Is	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	difficult?Not	really,	especially	compared	to	the	core	exam.	The	exam	is
more	like	a	self-study,	open-book	test.	You	will	have	plenty	of	time	to	take	the	test	and	answer	all	of	the	questions.	However,	since	the	passing	score	is	90%,	you	can	only	get	four	answers	wrong	before	you	fail.6.	How	long	is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?I	know	that	by	the	end	of	your	journey	to	becoming	a	CPA,	youre	tired	of	sitting	through	long	exams.
However,	this	exam	is	only	40	to	48	multiple-choice	questions	long.	Unfortunately,	determining	the	exact	number	of	questions	is	a	little	complicated,	and	it	likely	varies	by	state.Traditionally,	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	had	40	questions,	but	recent	CPA	candidates	report	that	it	now	has	48	questions.	Additionally,	some	states	may	have	their	own
requirements	even	if	they	use	AICPA	materials.	For	example,	Missouris	ethics	exam	has	45	questions.	But	every	option	seems	to	have	somewhere	between	40	and	48	questions.The	AICPA	gives	you	11	hours	to	take	the	ethics	exam,	but	you	dont	have	to	use	all	of	that	time	if	you	dont	need	it.	Furthermore,	if	you	follow	my	advice	on	how	to	prep	for	the
exam,	I	promise	that	the	ethics	exam	will	take	far	less	time	to	pass	than	the	CPA	Exam.7.	Is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	timed?Yes,	the	exam	is	timed.	However,	you	will	have	enough	time	to	look	up	information	in	your	digital	study	materials	if	you	are	unsure	of	any	answer.8.	Can	I	take	the	Ethics	Exam	before	I	pass	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam?In	most	states,
yes	you	can	take	the	Ethics	Exam	before	you	pass	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam.	But	a	few	states	dont	allow	it,	like	Washington,	so	check	the	rules	where	you	live.In	general,	I	recommend	that	you	focus	on	the	core	exam	first.	You	can	always	tackle	the	Ethics	Exam	at	a	later	stage,	especially	since	in	most	states,	you	dont	have	to	pass	it	until	one	to	two
years	after	you	pass	the	core	exam.	The	CPA	ethics	exam	is	a	necessary	evil	for	those	who	are	required	to	complete	it	its	not	hard,	but	you	have	to	do	it.8.	Does	the	Ethics	Exam	count	toward	my	Continuing	Professional	Education	requirements?Maybe.	Some	states	allow	you	to	credit	this	course	towards	your	CPA	continuing	education	obligations.
Again,	you	should	check	your	states	requirements.9.	I	failed	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	twice.	Is	there	a	limit?It	used	to	be	that	you	could	only	attempt	the	online	exam	twice.	After	that,	you	had	to	mail	a	physical	answer	sheet	to	the	AICPA.	However,	it	appears	as	though	there	is	no	longer	a	mail-in	answer	sheet	option.	Some	candidates	have	reported
taking	it	as	many	times	as	they	needed	to	pass.10.	I	registered	and	passed	the	exam	in	State	A,	but	will	move	to	State	B	shortly.	I	am	about	to	take	the	CPA	Ethics	exam.	Which	state	board	should	I	send	my	score	to?If	you	plan	on	working	in	State	B	permanently,	you	can	ask	the	AICPA	to	send	your	score	to	State	B	directly	and	transfer	your	CPA	Exam
credit	from	State	A	to	B	at	the	same	time.	Additionally,	youll	need	to	have	fulfilled	State	Bs	education	and	experience	requirements	for	licensing	before	the	transfer.	Generally	speaking,	if	State	A	is	a	substantially	equivalent	state,	there	shouldnt	be	an	issue.CPA	Ethics	Exam	by	AICPA:	OverviewThe	AICPA	Professional	Ethics	Comprehensive	Course	is
a	self-study	course	that	may	be	taken	online	or	through	mail	correspondence.	The	course	reviews	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct,	why	professional	accountants	need	the	code,	and	how	to	follow	it.	Moreover,	the	course	reviews	good	ethics	practices	that	all	CPAs	should	respect	as	well	as	actions	that	might	discredit	a	CPA.The	AICPA	tries	to
make	the	course	more	interesting	by	adding	interactive	elements	(like	slideshows)	and	real-life	scenarios.	These	elements	explain	subjects	like	the	AICPA	Code	of	Conduct,	the	concept	of	independence,	and	new	rules	from	the	Sarbanes-Oxley	Act.It	feels	a	bit	like	a	tiny	version	of	the	REG	(or	Regulation)	section	of	the	CPA	Exam.	Thus,	studying	topics
on	federal	taxation,	business	law,	and	business	ethics	for	the	REG	section	is	going	to	help	you	prepare	for	the	ethics	exam,	too.States	that	Require	AICPAs	Ethics	ExamMost	states30	in	allrequire	CPAs	to	take	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Ethics	Course	and	Exam.	If	youre	an	AICPA-CIMA	member,	youll	pay	$250	for	the	course	and	exam.	Alternatively,	if
youre	not	a	member,	youll	pay	$320.	Here	are	the	states	that	offer	the	standard	ethics	exam	as	of	2025.AlabamaAlaskaArizonaColoradoConnecticutDelawareIdahoIllinoisIowaKansasMarylandMinnesotaMissouriMontanaNebraskaNevadaNew	JerseyNew	MexicoNorth	DakotaOklahomaOregonRhode	IslandSouth	CarolinaSouth
DakotaTennesseeUtahVermontVirginiaWashingtonWyomingStates	that	Require	Alternative	Ethics	ExamsAlthough	many	states	require	future	CPAs	to	take	the	AICPA	ethics	course,	five	states	have	their	own	exams	administered	by	state	CPA	societies.	California	CPA	requirements	state	that	candidates	take	an	ethics	self-study	course	offered	by
CalCPA,	for	example.	The	fees	for	these	exams	vary	by	state,	though	Arkansas	and	Texas	offer	theirs	for	free.ArkansasCaliforniaNorth	CarolinaTexasWisconsinStates	that	Dont	Require	an	Ethics	ExamOther	states,	like	New	York,	dont	require	CPAs	to	pass	an	ethics	exam.	Overall,	fifteen	states	do	not	require	any	ethics	exam	or	course	for
licensure.FloridaGeorgiaHawaiiIndianaKentuckyLouisianaMaineMassachusettsMichiganMississippiNew	HampshireNew	YorkOhioPennsylvaniaWest	VirginiaExpiration	DatesYou	should	also	check	on	the	expiration	period	for	the	ethics	exam	in	your	state.	While	some	states	require	you	to	take	the	ethics	exam	within	one	year	of	passing	the	core	exam,
others	have	different	conditions.	Take	Illinois,	for	example.	The	CPA	ethics	exam	in	Illinois	is	slightly	different	than	in	other	states	because	you	can	take	it	before	or	after	the	core	exam,	and	until	you	become	a	CPA,	it	doesnt	expire.Exam	TopicsSince	the	ethics	exam	is	meant	to	help	future	CPAs	prepare	for	potential	professional	challenges,	it	covers	a
lot	of	different	but	related	accounting	topics.	For	example,	youll	review	how	to	be	objective	and	make	decisions	based	on	sound	ethical	principles.Other	topics	you	will	cover	include:The	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	Accounting	RulesConflicts	of	interest	and	client	confidentialityPrinciples	of	independenceIndependence	rules	for	the
Securities	Exchange	Commission,	Government	Accounting	Office,	and	the	Public	Company	Accounting	Oversight	BoardHow	to	maintain	integrity	and	objectivityAppropriate	business	and	employer	relationshipsEthical	practices	in	tax	services	and	loansWhat	actions	could	discredit	you	or	cause	you	to	lose	your	licenseWhat	to	ExpectOverall,	heres	what
you	need	to	know.An	11-hour	self-study	course	that	you	take	online40-48	multiple-choice	questionsA	score	of	90%	or	above	is	required	to	pass	the	examIn	most	states,	candidates	are	expected	to	pass	the	exam	within	two	years	of	applying	for	your	CPA	licenseDepending	on	your	state,	the	course	may	be	able	to	count	towards	your	CPE	creditHow	to
Take	and	Pass	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam1.	Purchase	the	self-study	courseIf	required,	your	state	board	will	tell	you	how	to	take	the	exam	after	you	pass	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam.	You	may	also	check	it	out	on	the	AICPA	website.	The	cost	of	the	course	ranges	from	$250-$320,	depending	onwhether	you	are	a	member	of	AICPA.In	case	this	link	doesnt	work	for
you,	the	pack	you	should	purchase	is	called	Professional	Ethics:	The	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	Comprehensive	Course	Online	(for	licensure).2.	Study	the	materialsYou	dont	need	to	spend	the	full	10+	hours	on	the	course	(what	torture),	as	long	as	you	dont	skip	around	and	pay	attention	to	the	important	points.	You	should	study
the	broad	ethical	principles	that	the	course	discusses.	Finally,	review	the	case	studies	they	will	really	help	you	understand	the	concepts	and	apply	them	in	the	real	world.The	official	AICPA	study	materials	are	a	series	of	online	modules	that	you	have	to	read	through	one	at	a	time.	However,	there	is	a	way	to	download	all	of	the	modules	at	once	as	a
PDF.	Many	students	like	having	everything	in	one	searchable	document,	but	AICPA	makes	this	option	a	little	hard	to	find.	With	your	module	open,	navigate	to	the	Resources	option	and	click	on	Participant	Manual.Here	are	some	additional	tips:Take	notes	so	the	concepts	can	sink	in	(at	least	long	enough	for	you	to	take	the	test).Focus	on	the	broad
applicability	of	ethics	principles	and	the	AICPA	Code	of	Conduct.	If	you	think	about	how	you	might	use	those	principles	in	your	daily	work,	youll	understand	the	concepts	quicker	and	be	better	prepared	to	tackle	the	exam.When	working	on	the	multiple-choice	questions,	carefully	read	each	question	they	can	be	tricky.Dont	pick	the	first	answer	you
think	is	correct.	Spend	the	time	to	read	through	each	answer	choice.Remember,	since	you	need	a	90%	passing	score,	you	cant	afford	to	make	careless	mistakes!	You	can	only	miss	four	questions	to	get	a	90%,	even	if	the	exam	has	48	questions,	so	every	answer	is	important!3.	Take	the	examYou	can	take	this	exam	anywhere.	However,	if	you	opt	for	the
online	exam,	you	can	take	it	anywhere	with	a	good	internet	connection.More	exam-taking	tips:Choose	a	quiet	place	to	take	the	exam.	If	the	room	has	any	distractions,	you	might	not	be	able	to	give	100%	of	your	attention	to	the	questions.Give	yourself	enough	time	to	take	the	exam	without	feeling	rushed.I	like	to	read	each	question	twice	before	to
make	sure	it	isnt	a	trick	question.Have	your	digital	study	materials	open	in	another	window!	Its	an	open-book	exam,	so	you	can	look	up	answers	if	needed.	Youll	submit	your	answers	as	part	of	the	online	ethics	exam.	Additionally,	you	will	get	the	results	immediately	upon	submission.Once	you	successfully	pass	the	exam,	keep	your	AICPA	Ethics	Exam
Certificate	of	Complete	in	case	you	need	to	submit	it	to	your	states	accounting	board.CPA	Ethics	Exam	ConclusionI	think	that	the	ethics	exam	is	much	easier	to	pass	than	the	core	exam.	Also,	youve	probably	already	studied	most	of	the	exam	topics	in	your	college	classes.	Youve	also	reviewed	many	of	the	issues	for	the	REG	section	of	the	core	exam.
But	still,	the	topics	are	critical	for	all	CPAs	to	understand,	so	make	sure	you	are	familiar	with	all	of	the	study	materials.More	Questions?You	can	contact	the	AICPA	Service	Center	Operations	if	you	have	questions	concerning	their	Ethics	Exam.Email:	service@aicpa.orgPhone:	(888)	777-7077	In	the	world	of	accounting,	adherence	to	ethical	standards	is
not	just	a	best	practice	but	a	cornerstone	of	the	profession.The	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	(AICPA)	underscores	this	importance	through	its	Ethics	Exam,	a	critical	component	for	those	pursuing	a	career	in	accounting.This	article	explores	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam,	shedding	light	on	its	purpose,	structure,	and	the	pivotal	role	it
plays	in	reinforcing	ethical	standards	among	accounting	professionals.	What	is	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam?	The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	designed	to	test	a	candidates	understanding	of	professional	conduct	and	ethical	standards	in	the	field	of	accounting.This	self-study	exam	is	often	a	requirement	for	obtaining	the	Certified	Public	Accountant	(CPA)	license
and,	in	some	cases,	for	maintaining	membership	in	the	AICPA.It	is	a	crucial	step	in	ensuring	that	accountants	not	only	possess	the	technical	skills	required	for	their	profession	but	also	understand	the	ethical	implications	of	their	work.	Importance	of	Ethics	in	AccountingEthics	in	accounting	is	crucial	for	several	reasons.	It	fosters	trust	in	the	financial
information	provided	by	accountants,	ensures	compliance	with	laws	and	regulations,	and	maintains	the	professions	reputation.Ethical	accountants	are	vital	in	preventing	fraud	and	financial	scandals,	which	can	have	far-reaching	consequences	for	businesses	and	the	economy.	The	Ethics	Exam	serves	as	a	tool	to	reinforce	these	values	among
professionals,	ensuring	they	remain	at	the	forefront	of	all	accounting	practices.	Ethics	Exam	Content	and	StructureThe	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	covers	a	range	of	topics	central	to	professional	ethics	in	accounting.	These	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	the	following	areas:Professional	Conduct:	Understanding	the	behaviors	and	practices	that	are	expected	of
a	professional	accountant.Conflict	of	Interest:	Identifying	and	appropriately	managing	situations	where	personal	interests	could	conflict	with	professional	duties.Independence:	Maintaining	objectivity	and	impartiality	in	all	accounting	and	auditing	tasks.Confidentiality:	Understanding	the	importance	of	maintaining	confidentiality	in	client	relationships
and	engagements.The	exam	format	typically	consists	of	multiple-choice	questions,	including	hypothetical	scenarios	and	case	studies	that	test	practical	application	of	ethical	principles.	The	goal	is	to	assess	a	candidates	ability	to	navigate	complex	ethical	situations	that	they	might	encounter	in	their	professional	life.	Preparing	for	the	Ethics
ExamPreparation	for	the	Ethics	Exam	involves	a	thorough	study	of	the	AICPAs	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	other	relevant	materials.	Candidates	can	utilize	study	guides	and	practice	tests	provided	by	the	AICPA,	which	offer	comprehensive	coverage	of	the	exam	topics.Engaging	with	these	resources	helps	in	understanding	the	nuances	of	ethical
decision-making	in	accounting.	Steps	to	Take	the	CPA	Ethics	ExamThe	process	for	taking	the	Ethics	Exam	involves	registering	with	the	AICPA,	which	typically	includes	a	fee.	The	exam	is	self-study,	allowing	candidates	to	complete	it	at	their	own	pace,	though	some	state	boards	may	have	specific	deadlines.Heres	a	general	guide	on	how	to	take	the
AICPA	Ethics	Exam:#1	Check	State	Requirements:	First,	verify	with	your	states	Board	of	Accountancy	if	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	a	requirement	for	licensure	in	your	state.	Each	state	may	have	different	requirements	and	may	use	the	AICPA	exam	or	an	alternative	ethics	exam.#2	Purchase	the	Exam:	If	required,	purchase	the	AICPA	Professional
Ethics:	The	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Course.	This	can	typically	be	done	through	the	AICPA	website	or	through	your	state	CPA	society.#3	Study	the	Material:	The	course	material	includes	a	study	guide	and	may	be	offered	in	various	formats,	such	as	self-study	textbook	or	online	course.	Dedicate	adequate	time	to	study	and	understand	the	ethical
standards	and	principles	of	the	profession.#4	Take	the	Exam:	The	exam	is	usually	taken	online	and	is	open-book.	It	consists	of	multiple-choice	questions,	and	you	must	achieve	a	certain	passing	score,	often	90%,	to	pass.#5	Submit	Your	Results:	Once	you	pass,	submit	your	exam	results	to	your	states	Board	of	Accountancy	as	part	of	your	CPA	licensure
application	process.	The	process	for	submission	may	vary	by	state.#6	Keep	Records:	Keep	a	record	of	your	completion,	as	you	may	need	to	provide	proof	of	passing	the	ethics	exam	to	the	Board	of	Accountancy	or	for	future	reference.Upon	completion,	candidates	submit	their	answers	for	grading,	and	a	passing	score	is	usually	required	for	CPA
licensure	or	AICPA	membership.	CPA	Ethics	Exam	Passing	ScoreThe	passing	score	for	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	typically	90%.	This	means	that	candidates	must	correctly	answer	90%	of	the	questions	on	the	exam	to	pass.Its	important	to	note	that	while	this	is	a	standard	requirement,	the	specific	passing	score	can	vary	slightly	depending	on	state
regulations,	so	its	always	a	good	idea	to	confirm	with	your	states	Board	of	Accountancy.	After	the	Exam:	Whats	Next?Passing	the	Ethics	Exam	is	often	one	of	the	final	steps	in	the	CPA	licensure	process.	Candidates	who	pass	receive	a	certificate	of	completion,	which	is	then	submitted	to	their	State	Board	of	Accountancy	as	part	of	the	CPA	licensing
requirements.However,	the	journey	with	ethics	does	not	end	here.	Ethical	practice	is	an	ongoing	commitment	that	extends	throughout	an	accountants	professional	life.	The	Role	of	Ethics	in	Continued	Professional	DevelopmentEthics	in	accounting	is	not	a	static	set	of	rules	but	a	dynamic	field	that	evolves	with	the	profession.	Accountants	must
continually	engage	with	ethical	considerations	as	part	of	their	professional	development.This	ongoing	commitment	helps	them	navigate	the	complexities	of	modern	financial	environments	and	uphold	the	integrity	of	their	profession.	Which	States	Require	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	for	CPA	Licensure?Every	state	has	different	CPA	ethics	exam
requirements,	so	its	important	to	check	with	your	state	board	of	accountancy	to	make	sure	you	know	your	state	requirements.Here	is	a	list	of	the	states	that	currently	require	CPA	candidates	to	pass	the	ethics	exam:AlabamaAlaskaArizonaColoradoConnecticutDelawareIdahoIllinoisIowaKansasMarylandMinnesotaMissouriMontanaNebraskaNevadaNew
JerseyNew	MexicoNorth	DakotaOklahomaOregonRhode	IslandSouth	CarolinaSouth	DakotaTennesseeUtahVermontVirginiaWashingtonWyomingHere	is	a	list	of	states	that	have	their	own	CPA	ethics	exams:ArkansasCaliforniaNorth	CarolinaTexas	How	much	does	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	cost?The	cost	of	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	varies	by	state	and	can
range	from	approximately	$150	to	$229.	For	instance,	in	Iowa,	the	exam	costs	$180	for	both	members	and	non-members	of	the	Iowa	Society	of	CPAs.	In	Arizona,	the	cost	is	$199	for	members	and	$229	for	nonmembers	of	the	Arizona	Society	of	CPAs	How	long	is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	designed	to	be	completed	in	less	than
one	business	day.	However,	you	do	not	need	to	finish	it	in	one	sitting;	you	can	stop	and	restart	the	exam	at	any	time.The	final	test	itself	takes	approximately	one	hour	to	complete.	Its	important	to	note	that	the	exam	is	valid	for	one	calendar	year	from	the	date	of	purchase,	and	you	have	up	to	four	attempts	to	pass	it.	Is	the	AICPA	CPA	Ethics	Exam
Hard?No,	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	not	difficult.	It	is	an	open-book	test,	allowing	you	to	reference	your	study	textbook	throughout	the	exam.	The	exam	consists	of	40	multiple-choice	questions,	and	candidates	are	typically	given	ample	time	to	complete	it.While	the	exam	might	not	be	as	difficult	as	other	CPA	exams,	it	requires	a	passing	score	of	90%,
which	means	you	cant	afford	to	answer	too	many	questions	incorrectly.Its	recommended	to	thoroughly	read	and	understand	the	study	materials,	as	underestimating	the	exam	can	lead	to	failing	it.	Many	candidates	who	take	the	exam	seriously	and	prepare	adequately	find	it	manageable.	How	many	times	can	I	take	the	CPA	ethics	exam?You	are	allowed
up	to	four	attempts	to	pass	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam.	If	you	do	not	pass	within	these	four	tries,	you	will	need	to	purchase	a	new	exam.	Its	important	to	prepare	thoroughly	for	each	attempt	to	maximize	your	chances	of	success.	Does	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	Score	Result	Expire?Yes,	the	results	of	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	do	expire,	but	the	validity	period
varies	by	state.	For	example,	in	Arizona,	passing	scores	are	valid	for	two	years.Its	important	to	check	with	the	specific	requirements	of	your	states	Board	of	Accountancy,	as	each	state	may	have	different	rules	regarding	the	validity	period	of	the	ethics	exam	results.	This	information	can	usually	be	found	on	the	state	boards	website	or	by	contacting
them	directly.	Bottom	LineThe	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	more	than	just	a	requirement	for	CPA	licensure;	its	a	foundational	component	of	professional	integrity	in	accounting.	By	emphasizing	the	importance	of	ethics,	the	exam	prepares	accountants	not	only	to	be	proficient	in	their	field	but	also	to	be	principled	in	their	professional	conduct.As	the	financial
landscape	continues	to	evolve,	the	principles	reinforced	by	the	Ethics	Exam	remain	constant,	guiding	accountants	in	their	crucial	role	as	stewards	of	public	trust	and	financial	accuracy.	The	Ethics	Exam,	therefore,	is	not	just	a	test	but	a	commitment	to	the	highest	standards	of	professional	conduct,	essential	for	anyone	aspiring	to	excel	in	the
accounting	profession.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsWhat	exactly	is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	and	who	is	required	to	take	it?The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	a	self-study	course	and	examination	designed	to	educate	accounting	professionals	about	ethical	standards	and	practices	in	the	field.	It	is	typically	required	for	obtaining	CPA	licensure,	and	in	some	cases,
its	also	necessary	for	maintaining	membership	in	the	AICPA.The	exam	focuses	on	understanding	and	applying	the	AICPAs	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	other	relevant	ethical	guidelines.How	is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	structured	and	what	type	of	content	does	it	cover?The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	structured	as	a	series	of	multiple-choice	questions,
often	including	case	studies	and	hypothetical	scenarios	to	test	practical	application	of	ethical	principles.	The	content	covers	a	range	of	topics	such	as	professional	conduct,	conflict	of	interest,	independence,	confidentiality,	and	other	ethical	considerations	pertinent	to	accounting	practices.Are	there	specific	study	materials	or	courses	recommended	for
preparing	for	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?Yes,	there	are	specific	study	materials	and	courses	recommended	for	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam.	The	AICPA	provides	an	official	self-study	course	that	includes	a	comprehensive	study	manual	and	practice	questions.This	course	is	tailored	to	cover	all	the	relevant	topics	and	ethical	standards	that	are	tested	in	the
exam.	Additionally,	some	state	CPA	societies	and	educational	institutions	may	offer	preparatory	courses	or	materials.What	happens	if	I	do	not	pass	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	on	the	first	attempt?If	you	do	not	pass	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	on	your	first	attempt,	you	can	retake	the	exam.	The	specifics	of	how	soon	you	can	retake	the	exam	and	the	number	of
retakes	allowed	can	vary,	so	its	important	to	check	with	the	AICPA	or	your	State	Board	of	Accountancy	for	their	specific	policies.Typically,	candidates	will	need	to	review	the	study	materials	again	and	pay	any	applicable	fees	for	retaking	the	exam.CPAExamReview.com	is	made	up	of	a	team	of	experienced	CPAs	and	renowned	University	Professors	to
give	you	the	most	authoritative	and	accurate	information	about	the	CPA	exam,	so	you	can	stop	stressing	about	the	details	and	start	focusing	on	passing	the	CPA	Exam!	Congratulations	on	choosing	the	CPA	profession	for	your	career!The	Missouri	Society	of	CPAs	offers	numerous	benefits	and	resources	to	you	as	a	CPA	candidate	to	help	you	navigate
the	CPA	exam,	the	CPA	licensure	process,	and	those	first	important	steps	in	your	career.A	key	step	in	obtaining	your	CPA	license	is	passing	the	ethics	exam.Important	things	to	know	about	this	exam:You	should	receive	an	email	to	the	account	you	used	for	purchasing	your	ethics	exam	with	the	link	from	Bridge	Learning	containing	all	of	the
information	necessary	to	access,	study,	take	the	exam	and	print	your	certificate.Theexam	should	take	less	than	one	business	day	to	read/listen	to	and	complete.	You	do	not	need	to	finish	it	in	one	sitting,	you	may	stop	and	restart	the	exam	at	any	time.There	are	45	questions.The	finaltest	itself	takes	approximately	one	hour	to	complete.Yourexam	will	be
valid	for	one	calendar	year	from	date	of	purchase.Reminder:	Print	pass	certificate	for	your	records	from	the	Bridge	Learning	link	upon	completion	for	your	records.You	can	take	your	ethics	exam	at	any	time	during	the	licensure	process,	before	starting	the	exam,	between	CPA	exam	sections,	or	after	all	four	sections	are	completed.	Its	up	to	you.	CLICK
HERE	to	order!For	more	information,	please	contact	Liz	Schaetzel	atlschaetzel@mocpa.orgor	(800)	264-7966.	Hello!	This	is	yet	another	inspiring	article	on	the	Certified	Public	Accountant	ethics	exam.	In	this	article,	you	will	learn	about	the	cpa	ethics	exam,	the	requirements	for	taking	the	exam,	the	exam	structure,	costs,	and	helpful	resources	for
passing	the	exam.	This	article	covers	the	following:	Overview	of	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	CPA	Ethics	Exam	Requirements	CPA	Ethics	Exam	Format	and	Duration	Resource	Materials	For	CPA	Ethics	Exam	So,	relax	and	lets	begin!	The	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	(AICPA)	creates	and	administers	the	Certified	Public	Accountant	ethics
exam	to	prepare	future	CPA	candidates	for	ethical	issues	they	may	face	in	their	public	accounting	jobs.	Its	an	exam	that	may	be	taken	anywhere	online	or	at	home.	Its	something	you	can	do	at	home	or	work.	It	is	timed.	However,	you	may	utilize	your	textbook	to	answer	questions	if	time	permits.	After	passing	the	Uniform	CPA	exam,	most	state	boards
need	candidates	to	pass	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	to	fulfill	their	CPA	licensing	requirements.	The	ethics	exam	is	a	test	that	you	can	take	at	home.	Candidates	whove	passed	both	parts	of	the	CPA	Exam	will	receive	an	email	containing	instructions	on	scheduling	their	ethics	examination.	After	purchasing	the	ethics	exam	package,	you	will	receive	an	email
confirmation	with	instructions	on	accessing	your	AICPA	members-only	resources	related	to	your	upcoming	ethics	examination,	including	practice	exams	and	instructions.	Candidates	have	three	months	from	passing	both	parts	of	the	CPA	exam	until	they	must	finish	their	certification	cycle.	Please	allow	yourself	enough	time	to	study	before	taking	your
exam.	You	should	also	ensure	that	you	pass	each	part	of	the	CPA	Certification	Examination	before	writing	the	ethics	exam.	States	like	California	have	their	own	Ethics	exam	administered	by	their	State	CPA	Society.	If	you	want	to	have	your	CPA	license	in	California,	you	should	contact	CalCPA	for	more	information	about	the	exam.	It	is	always	advisable
to	conduct	research	using	specific	accounting	state	board	and	states	board	websites	relevant	to	your	licensure	objectives.	The	ethics	requirement	for	a	CPA	license	differs	from	state	to	state,	just	as	the	CPA	Exam	criteria	differ	from	jurisdiction	to	jurisdiction.	CPA	candidates	must	complete	a	course	and	the	Ethics	Exam	in	about	35	states.	For
example,	New	York,	Georgia,	Pennsylvania,	Arkansas,	and	Kentucky	do	not	require	an	ethics	course	or	an	ethics	examination	to	obtain	a	license.	A	self-study	ethics	exam	is	required	for	anyone	seeking	a	Minnesota	CPA	Certificate.	Candidates	in	New	Jersey	must	pass	an	examination	on	the	states	code	of	ethics,	statutes,	and	regulations.	Candidates
can	complete	ethics	and	experience	requirements	after	the	CPA	Exam	in	two-tier	states	like	Alabama,	Hawaii,	Kansas,	and	Columbia.	Candidates	in	Illinois	can	take	an	on-demand	self-study	course,	even	before	taking	the	CPA	exam.	Candidates	must	pass	the	Texas	Rules	of	Professional	Conduct	exam	in	Texas.	Check	with	your	state	board	of
accountancy	to	see	if	an	Ethics	Exam	is	required,	just	as	you	did	with	your	states	CPA	Exam	requirements.	Your	state	may	not	require	a	passing	score	on	an	ethics	exam	before	becoming	a	licensed	CPA.	The	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Ethics	Course	and	Exam	are	used	by	most	jurisdictions	that	have	the	requirement.	You	must	pass	an	open-book,
multiple-choice	written	test	evaluated	by	the	American	Institute	of	CPAs	if	your	jurisdiction	is	one	of	these.	Candidates	required	to	take	the	ethics	exam	must	usually	pass	it	within	two	years	of	finishing	the	CPA	examination.	However,	candidates	in	some	states	can	use	the	ethics	test	to	earn	CPE	credits	as	part	of	their	CPE	requirements	for	that	year.
You	have	up	to	three	times	to	pass	the	exam.	To	pass	the	ethics	exam,	you	must	get	a	score	of	at	least	90.	The	ethics	exam	comprises	40	multiple-choice	questions	that	can	be	completed	online	or	on	paper.	The	duration	of	The	AICPA	ethics	exam	is	11	hours.	However,	you	are	not	required	to	use	all	of	it	if	you	do	not	require	it.	You	are	allowed	to
retake	the	examinations	as	many	times	as	you	need.	If	you	take	the	exam	online,	it	will	be	graded	right	away,	and	your	score	will	be	available	as	soon	as	you	submit	it.	The	AICPA	will	mail	you	an	answer	sheet	to	fill	out	if	you	prefer	to	take	the	exam	on	paper.	After	completing	the	answers,	mail	the	sheet	to	the	AICPA	grading	center	for	scoring.	It	will
most	likely	take	them	a	few	weeks	to	grade	it	and	contact	you	with	the	findings.	To	take	the	AICPA	CPA	ethics	exam,	you	will	pay	between	$150	and	$200.	The	cost	includes	a	study	book	and	other	fees.	Keep	in	mind	that	you	should	always	verify	with	your	state	board	on	their	accepted	payment	options	before	scheduling	your	exam	appointment.	The
AICPA	offers	a	course	to	assist	you	in	studying	for	this	exam.	It	is	a	CD-ROM	package	with	11	hours	of	course	content	that	contains	ideas	and	examples	of	professional	ethics	for	CPAs	and	how	to	apply	these	concepts	in	the	actual	world.	This	course	covers	legal	and	regulatory	challenges,	the	need	to	preserve	independence	from	clients/employers,	and
the	AICPA	code	of	professional	conduct.	CPA	Review	courses	on	ethics	are	available	through	Thomson	Reuters	Learning.	In	addition,	there	may	be	other	resources	out	there,	or	local	chapters	affiliated	with	your	states	Board	of	Accountancy	may	offer	guidance	about	appropriate	preparation	methods.	Ethics	is	a	fundamental	principle	between	two
parties.	Ethics	ensures	that	both	sides	are	held	accountable.	Code	of	ethics	guarantees	that	both	parties	obtain	what	they	require	in	a	timely	and	equitable	manner.	It	also	lays	out	the	rules	for	maintaining	ones	integrity.	The	CPA	ethics	exam	assesses	your	knowledge	of	the	standards	of	conduct	expected	of	CPAs	who	protect	organizations	and
individuals,	thereby	giving	potential	investors	confidence.	Many,	but	not	all	state	boards	require	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	for	CPA	certification	in	the	USA.After	passing	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam,	the	majority	of	candidates	take	the	ethics	exam.You	must	pass	the	Ethics	Exam	within	one	to	two	years	of	taking	the	CPA	Exam.The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	an
essential	requirement	for	many	CPA	candidates	seeking	licensure.	While	passing	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam	is	a	significant	step	toward	becoming	a	Certified	Public	Accountant	(CPA),	most	state	boards	of	accountancy	require	candidates	to	demonstrate	their	understanding	of	professional	ethics	before	granting	a	license.The	AICPA	Professional	Ethics
Exam	is	one	of	the	most	widely	accepted	ethics	exams	and	is	designed	to	ensure	that	CPAs	adhere	to	the	highest	ethical	standards	in	the	accounting	profession.Ethics	is	a	cornerstone	of	the	accounting	industry,	as	CPAs	are	responsible	for	financial	integrity,	transparency,	and	public	trust.	The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	assesses	a	candidates	ability	to	apply
ethical	principles	and	professional	judgment	when	handling	accounting	issues,	conflicts	of	interest,	and	regulatory	compliance.In	this	guide,	we	will	explore	what	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is,	why	it	matters,	how	to	prepare	for	it,	and	what	to	expect	on	exam	day.	What	Is	the	AICPA	CPA	Ethics	Exam?The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	an	open-book	test	that
evaluates	a	candidates	knowledge	of	professional	ethics,	conduct,	and	responsibilities	as	outlined	by	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct.	It	is	administered	by	the	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	(AICPA)	and	is	required	by	most	state	boards	of	accountancy	as	part	of	the	CPA	licensure	process.The	exam	is	designed	to	ensure
that	CPA	candidates	understand:Ethical	obligations	and	professional	standards	for	accountants.How	to	handle	conflicts	of	interest	and	independence	issues.Rules	related	to	integrity,	objectivity,	and	due	care.State	and	federal	regulations	governing	financial	reporting.Each	state	board	of	accountancy	determines	whether	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is
required	for	licensure.	While	most	states	mandate	it,	a	few	have	their	own	state-specific	ethics	exams.	Candidates	should	verify	the	requirements	with	their	state	board	before	registering	for	the	exam.	Why	Is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	Important?Reinforcing	Ethical	Standards	in	AccountingThe	accounting	profession	relies	on	trust	and	integrity,	and
CPAs	are	expected	to	uphold	the	highest	ethical	standards.	The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	reinforces	the	importance	of	ethical	decision-making	and	helps	CPAs	navigate	ethical	dilemmas	they	may	encounter	in	their	careers.Required	for	CPA	Licensure	in	Most	StatesMany	state	boards	of	accountancy	require	CPA	candidates	to	pass	an	ethics	exam	as	part	of
the	licensure	process.	Even	in	states	where	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	not	mandatory,	ethics	education	is	often	incorporated	into	CPA	requirements.Protecting	the	Public	and	the	ProfessionBy	ensuring	that	CPAs	understand	ethical	guidelines	and	regulatory	requirements,	the	exam	helps	protect	the	public,	businesses,	and	financial	institutions	from
fraud,	misrepresentation,	and	conflicts	of	interest.	A	strong	ethical	foundation	prevents	legal	and	reputational	risks	that	could	arise	from	unethical	behavior.	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	Format	and	StructureThe	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	an	open-book,	multiple-choice	exam	that	consists	of	4050	questions,	depending	on	the	state	requirements.	Candidates	are
typically	required	to	achieve	a	passing	score	of	90%	or	higher,	though	this	may	vary	by	state.Exam	FormatQuestion	Type:	Multiple-choice.Number	of	Questions:	4050.Passing	Score:	Typically	90%	or	higher.Time	Limit:	Candidates	usually	have	one	year	from	the	date	of	purchase	to	complete	the	exam.Exam	Mode:	Can	be	taken	online	or	by	submitting
a	paper	answer	sheet.The	exam	is	based	on	the	AICPAs	Professional	Ethics:	The	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Course	textbook,	which	includes	case	studies,	real-world	scenarios,	and	explanations	of	ethical	guidelines.	Candidates	can	refer	to	this	textbook	while	answering	questions,	as	the	exam	is	open-book.	How	to	Register	for	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam1.
Confirm	State	RequirementsBefore	registering,	candidates	should	check	with	their	state	board	of	accountancy	to	confirm	whether	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	required	for	licensure.	Some	states	require	a	state-specific	ethics	exam	instead.2.	Purchase	the	Exam	and	Study	MaterialsThe	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	and	study	materials	can	be	purchased
through:The	AICPA	website.Certain	state	societies	of	CPAs,	which	may	offer	discounts	for	members.The	course	materials	include	the	AICPA	ethics	textbook,	which	is	necessary	to	complete	the	exam.3.	Take	the	Exam	Online	or	Submit	a	Paper	Answer	SheetAfter	studying	the	ethics	materials,	candidates	can	take	the	exam	online	or	complete	a	paper
answer	sheet	and	mail	it	for	grading.	Online	exams	provide	immediate	results,	while	mailed	exams	take	longer	to	process.4.	Submit	Passing	Scores	to	the	State	BoardOnce	the	exam	is	successfully	completed,	candidates	must	submit	their	scores	to	their	state	board	of	accountancy	to	fulfill	the	ethics	requirement	for	CPA	licensure.	How	to	Prepare	for
the	AICPA	Ethics	ExamRead	the	AICPA	Ethics	Textbook	CarefullySince	the	exam	is	open-book,	it	is	essential	to	thoroughly	review	the	AICPA	ethics	textbook.	The	material	covers	key	topics,	including:The	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct.Ethical	reasoning	and	decision-making.Independence,	conflicts	of	interest,	and	integrity.Understanding	these
concepts	will	help	candidates	quickly	locate	answers	during	the	exam.Take	Notes	and	Highlight	Key	ConceptsTo	improve	efficiency	during	the	exam,	candidates	should:Highlight	important	definitions,	ethical	rules,	and	case	studies	in	the	textbook.Make	notes	on	commonly	tested	concepts	to	reference	easily	while	answering	questions.Practice	with
Sample	QuestionsMany	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	study	materials	include	practice	questions	and	case	studies.	Reviewing	these	in	advance	will	help	candidates:Familiarize	themselves	with	the	exam	format.Understand	how	ethical	principles	apply	to	real-world	accounting	situations.Take	Your	Time	and	Double-Check	AnswersSince	the	exam	is	not	timed,
candidates	should:Read	each	question	carefully	before	selecting	an	answer.Double-check	answers	in	the	textbook	to	ensure	accuracy.Rushing	through	the	exam	may	lead	to	avoidable	mistakes,	so	taking	time	to	cross-reference	material	is	beneficial.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	long	do	I	have	to	complete	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?Most	candidates
have	one	year	from	the	date	of	purchase	to	complete	the	exam.	However,	state	boards	may	have	specific	deadlines,	so	it	is	advisable	to	confirm	with	your	state	board	of	accountancy.What	happens	if	I	fail	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?If	a	candidate	does	not	achieve	the	required	90%	passing	score,	they	can	retake	the	exam.	There	is	typically	no	limit	on	the
number	of	attempts,	but	candidates	should	review	incorrect	answers	and	focus	on	key	ethical	principles	before	retaking	it.Is	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	difficult?The	exam	is	considered	straightforward,	especially	since	it	is	open-book.	However,	misinterpreting	questions	or	failing	to	look	up	answers	in	the	textbook	can	lead	to	errors,	so	careful	reading
and	thorough	review	are	recommended.Do	all	states	require	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?No,	while	most	states	require	an	ethics	exam	for	CPA	licensure,	some	states	have	their	own	state-specific	ethics	exams	instead	of	the	AICPA	version.	Candidates	should	check	with	their	state	board	of	accountancy	to	confirm	their	requirements.	Bottom	LineThe	AICPA
Ethics	Exam	is	an	essential	step	toward	becoming	a	licensed	CPA,	ensuring	that	candidates	understand	the	ethical	responsibilities	of	the	accounting	profession.	While	the	exam	is	not	as	challenging	as	the	CPA	Exam,	it	requires	careful	review	of	ethical	principles,	professional	conduct	rules,	and	real-world	scenarios.By	studying	the	AICPA	ethics
textbook,	taking	practice	questions,	and	using	the	open-book	format	effectively,	CPA	candidates	can	confidently	pass	the	exam	and	move	one	step	closer	to	licensure.	Ethics	is	a	fundamental	part	of	being	a	CPA,	and	mastering	these	principles	helps	build	trust,	integrity,	and	credibility	in	the	accounting	profession.	Passing	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam	is	a
monumental	achievement,	proving	your	dedication,	college	education,	and	expertise	in	the	accounting	profession.	However,	before	you	officially	earn	the	title	of	Certified	Public	Accountant,	theres	one	final	step:	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam.	Often	overlooked	during	the	CPA	journey,	this	exam	is	a	final	step	and	a	critical	requirement	for	CPA	licensure	in
most	states.	By	successfully	completing	the	ethics	exam,	you	demonstrate	your	commitment	to	upholding	professional	conduct	and	maintaining	financial	integrity,	bringing	you	one	step	closer	to	officially	becoming	a	licensed	Certified	Public	Accountant.	Table	of	Contents	Passing	the	Uniform	CPA	Examination	means	that	you	have	conquered	one	of
the	toughest	professional	licensing	tests	around.	You	studied	long	hours	to	join	the	ranks	of	the	CPA	elite.	You	worked	hard	to	earn	the	certification,	and	you	deserve	a	lot	of	praise.	But	wait	before	you	hang	up	that	shingle!	Theres	one	more	hurdle	to	clear	before	you	can	tell	family,	friends	and,	most	importantly,	clients	that	you	are	licensed	to
practice	as	a	Certified	Public	Accountant.	While	it	is	certainly	not	the	highest	hurdle	you	face	on	the	road	to	CPA,	this	particular	requirement	takes	a	lot	of	candidates	by	surprise	because	it	does	not	get	a	lot	of	attention	during	the	arduous	journey.	You	are	now	ready	for	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam,	an	important	step	toward	obtaining	your	CPA	license	if	you
live	in	the	United	States.	Here	are	7	Things	to	Know	about	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam:	The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	designed	to	assess	your	understanding	of	professional	ethics	and	the	standards	required	of	CPAs	in	public	and	private	practice.	It	presents	professional	ethics	questions	based	on	real-world	situations	involving	business	analysis,	financial
accounting,	auditing,	and	tax	compliance.	This	test	is	one	of	the	four	componentscommonly	known	as	the	four	Esof	CPA	licensure:	Exam,	Education,	Experience,	and	Ethics.	Among	these,	only	the	CPA	Exam	is	uniform	and	administered	nationally.	While	the	CPA	Exam	includes	discipline	sections	like	Auditing	and	Attestation	(AUD),	Financial
Accounting	and	Reporting	(FAR),	and	Regulation	(REG),	the	ethics	exam	strictly	focuses	on	ethical	standards	outlined	in	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct.	Most	states	require	150	semester	hours	of	college	education,	often	including	a	bachelors	degree	or	baccalaureate	degree,	and	at	least	1-2	years	of	verified	accounting	experience	under	a
licensed	CPA	before	full	licensure.	You	can	find	out	more	about	state	CPA	Exam	requirements.	Requirements	for	the	CPA	ethics	and	experience	vary	widely	by	state.	About	30	state	boards	mandate	that	CPA	candidates	take	a	course	and	pass	the	ethics	exam.	Some	states	like	California,	Texas,	and	New	Jersey	use	their	own	version	of	the	test,	often
covering	their	states	specific	legal	and	regulatory	issues.	Others,	such	as	New	York	and	Georgia,	dont	require	an	ethics	test	at	all.	Instead,	they	rely	on	the	core	sections	of	the	Uniform	CPA	Examination	and	work	experience.	If	your	jurisdiction	adopts	the	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Ethics	Course,	youll	be	taking	a	multiple	choice,	open	book	test	that
covers	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct,	accounting	rules,	and	regulatory	issues.	Its	also	worth	noting	that	some	states	may	allow	you	to	count	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	toward	your	Continuing	Professional	Education	(CPE)	requirements.	While	you	can	technically	take	the	exam	anytime	during	the	licensure	process,	most	CPA	candidates	choose	to
take	it	after	finishing	all	CPA	Exam	sections.	This	is	because	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam	demands	intense	preparation	across	areas	like	financial	accounting	and	reporting,	auditing	and	attestation,	and	business	environment.	You	are	allowed	to	take	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	before	or	after	passing	the	main	CPA	examits	not	tied	to	the	18-month	window.	If
youre	applying	for	a	CPA	certificate	in	a	two-tier	state	(like	Alabama	or	Kansas),	you	can	often	meet	the	ethics	and	experience	requirements	after	passing	the	CPA	exam.	Make	sure	to	verify	your	state	society	and	board	of	accountancys	specific	rules.	The	AICPA	provides	an	11-hour	self-study	course	available	online	or	via	CD-ROM.	Its	interactive	and
includes	slide	shows	and	case	studies.	The	exam	format	includes:	40	multiple	choice	questions	Open	book	format	A	passing	score	of	90%,	meaning	you	can	only	miss	four	questions	Three	online	attempts	allowed	before	you	must	switch	to	the	paper	version	Topics	covered	include:	Maintaining	independence	Employment	and	business	relationships
Non-audit	services	Information	systems	SEC	and	GAO	rules	Definitions	of	key	terms	like	objectivity,	covered	member,	and	client	This	open	book	test	may	seem	easier	than	the	CPA	exams	testing	center	experience,	but	dont	underestimate	the	importance	of	selecting	the	correct	answer	and	carefully	reviewing	professional	ethics	questions.	Once
completed,	you	can	submit	your	answers	online	(for	immediate	results)	or	via	traditional	mail.	The	online	version	includes	a	serial	number	beginning	with	CPE	for	access.	If	mailing	your	test:	Fill	out	the	bubble	sheet	included	Make	a	copy	before	sending	Mail	using	certified	services	Results	typically	arrive	within	6	weeks	Make	sure	AICPA	sends	a
copy	of	your	results	to	your	state	board.	Need	assistance?	Contact:	National	Association	of	State	Boards	of	Accountancy	(NASBA):	Offers	tools	like	the	Accountancy	Licensing	Library	for	research,	especially	helpful	for	future	CPAs	who	may	be	considering	public	accounting	or	even	international	practice.	AICPA	Service	Center:	service@aicpa.org	or
(888)	777-7077	Use	the	same	methods	that	helped	you	pass	your	CPA	exam	sections.	Take	notes,	review	examples	carefully,	and	pace	yourself.	Even	though	the	exam	is	open	book,	you	must	still	study.	You	only	get	three	attempts,	and	a	90%	passing	score	doesnt	leave	much	room	for	error.	Passing	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	is	one	of	the	final	milestones	on
your	path	to	becoming	a	licensed	CPA	but	your	journey	doesnt	end	there.	To	maintain	your	CPA	license,	youll	need	to	meetContinuing	Professional	Education	(CPE)requirements.	CPE	ensures	you	stay	up	to	date	with	changing	regulations,	ethical	standards,	and	evolving	industry	practices.	Most	state	boards	require40	hours	of	CPE	annually,	so
choosing	the	right	provider	is	key.	Not	sure	where	to	start?Use	ourCPE	Course	Comparison	Toolto	explore	top-rated	providers	and	find	the	best	fit	for	your	learning	style,	budget,	and	specialty.	Q:	Is	the	CPA	exam	open	book?A:	No,	but	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	is.	The	Uniform	CPA	Exam	is	a	proctored	test	at	a	testing	center,	while	the	ethics	exam	is	a
take-home,	open-book	assessment.	Q:	What	makes	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	different	from	the	CPA	Exam?A:	It	focuses	solely	on	professional	ethics,	using	an	open	book	format,	and	requires	a	high	level	of	precision	to	pass.	Q:	How	hard	is	the	ethics	exam?A:	While	not	as	intense	as	the	Uniform	CPA	Exam,	it	requires	close	attention	to	detail.	The	high
passing	score	and	limited	attempts	mean	you	need	to	prepare	thoroughly.	Q:	Whats	the	best	way	to	prepare?A:	Take	detailed	notes,	review	key	areas	like	accounting	rules,	independence,	and	legal	issues.	Use	the	AICPA	Ethics	Course	as	your	main	study	tool.	Q:	Why	is	it	important?A:	It	ensures	you	understand	the	ethical	responsibilities	of	a	licensed
Certified	Public	Accountant,	which	is	essential	for	maintaining	public	trust	in	the	accounting	profession.	To	access	the	detailed	CPA	Ethics	Exam	requirements	for	your	state,	click	the	appropriate	link	below:	Most	State	Boards	of	Accountancy	require	CPA	candidates	to	take	the	CPA	Ethics	exam	once	theyve	passed	the	CPA	exam	to	be	eligible	for	their
CPA	license	and	certification.	The	AICPA	Ethics	exam	is	a	remote	test	that	can	be	taken	at	home	or	in	the	office	online.It	includes	a	study	textbook	that	you	are	allowed	to	use	during	the	test	itself,	which	makes	the	exam	much	easier,	but	dont	take	this	test	for	granted.	Although	not	as	challenging	as	the	CPA	exam,	the	Ethics	exam	does	come	with	its
own	quirks	that	you	need	to	be	aware	of	before	you	attempt	it.Lets	review	the	AICPA	Ethics	exam	and	analyze	its	format	and	requirements,	so	you	can	see	how	to	register,	sign	up,	and	pass	the	exam	on	your	first	try.	How	to	Pass	the	AICPA	Ethics	ExamThe	best	way	to	pass	the	ethics	exam	is	by	understanding	its	format,	features,	and	requirements.
Once	you	understand	the	ethics	exam	structure	and	the	timeframe	you	have	to	take	it,	you	will	have	a	much	easier	time	passing	it.CPA	Ethics	Exam	FormatThe	AICPA	ethics	exam	is	a	remote	test	made	up	of	40	multiple-choice	questions	that	candidates	can	take	online	or	in	written	format	through	the	mail.	Most	candidates	choose	to	take	the	test
online	because	your	results	will	be	available	immediately	after	you	submit	your	test.	Its	also	processed	immediately	through	the	AICPA	database.	There	is	no	waiting	around	for	mail	to	be	delivered.Candidates	who	decide	to	take	the	paper-based	exam	will	receive	an	answer	booklet	in	the	mail	that	they	should	fill	out.	After	filling	out	the	answer	sheet,
you	have	to	send	it	to	AICPA	to	be	graded	and	scored.	Your	results	may	take	several	weeks	to	be	available	since	the	AICPA	has	to	manually	grade	your	test	and	notify	you	of	your	score.Unless	you	have	extended	circumstances,	you	are	better	off	taking	it	online.	What	is	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	&	Who	Conducts	the	Test?The	CPA	ethics	exam	is	a
professional	test	administered	by	the	AICPA	to	prep	future	CPAs	for	the	complex	ethical	challenges	that	they	are	likely	to	face	in	their	public	accounting	careers.	This	multiple-choice	test	is	designed	to	help	CPA	candidates	think	about	accounting	and	business	ethical	topics	in	order	to	make	moral	decisions	throughout	their	careers.The	exam	is	a
remote	test	that	can	be	taken	at	home	or	the	office	either	online	or	on	paper	using	the	answer	booklet	the	AICPA	provides.	Although	you	can	use	your	textbook	on	the	exam,	you	wont	have	time	to	look	for	every	answer.	The	test	is	timed,	so	its	a	good	idea	to	study	the	textbook	before	you	start	your	test.	AICPA	CPA	Ethics	Exam	RequirementsGenerally,
most	states	require	CPA	candidates	to	pass	the	ethics	exam	within	two	years	of	completing	the	CPA	exam.	This	is	often	beneficial	because	some	states	also	permit	candidates	to	use	the	exam	as	CPE	credits	for	that	calendar	year.Keep	in	mind	that	not	all	state	require	prospective	CPAs	to	take	the	AICPA	Ethics	exam.	Its	a	good	idea	to	check	with	your
State	Board	to	see	if	they	need	to	take	Ethics	exam	before	you	register	for	it	through	the	AICPA.Keep	in	mind,	every	state	doesnt	allow	this,	so	its	a	good	idea	to	check	with	your	state	board	before	you	include	this	in	your	total	CPE	for	the	year.	How	to	Register,	Take,	and	Pass	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	by	the	AICPABefore	you	can	pass	the	ethics	exam,
youll	need	to	take	a	several	steps.	Heres	a	guide	on	how	to	register	for,	take,	and	submit	your	ethics	exam.	Register	and	Purchase	the	Self-Study	CPA	Course	MaterialsFirst,	you	will	need	to	register	for	the	ethics	exam	and	buy	the	study	materials	through	the	AICPA	website.The	cost	of	the	Ethics	exam	varies	from	state	to	state,	but	generally	its
between	$150	and	$190.	After	signing	up	for	the	Ethics	exam,	you	will	receive	either	a	study	textbook	or	a	CD-ROM	with	study	materials	on	it	in	the	mail.This	study	book	is	called	Professional	Ethics:	The	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Course.	Make	sure	you	get	the	book	that	is	labeled	for	licensure	and	not	the	one	that	is	intended	for	CPE	credits.	Review
The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	Study	MaterialsSecond,	read	the	study	materials.	A	lot	of	candidates	dont	take	this	exam	seriously	because	it	is	open	book	and	they	just	finished	the	CPA	exam.	Many	of	these	candidates	end	up	failing	it.	Its	a	pretty	simple	test,	but	if	you	arent	prepared,	it	can	be	challenging.Read	the	entire	book	and	study	the	key	areas	to
make	sure	you	will	remember	the	topics	when	you	start	your	exam.	If	you	fail	the	test,	you	can	retake	it,	but	you	will	need	to	pay	an	additional	fee.Study	the	course	materials	and	take	as	many	notes	as	you	need	to	be	ready	for	the	exam.	This	isnt	the	CPA	exam	where	you	can	get	a	score	of	75	and	still	pass.	The	ethics	exam	requires	a	score	of	90%	in
order	pass.	That	means	you	cant	answer	too	many	questions	incorrectly	if	you	want	to	pass.	Submit	Your	Exam	AnswersYou	can	submit	the	answers	in	two	ways	depending	on	the	format	in	which	you	sat	the	test.Online	Submission:	for	those	taking	the	exam	online,	it	is	easier	to	submit,	and	you	do	it	immediately	after	finishing	the	test	by	clicking	the
submit	button.	You	will	receive	your	score	immediately	since	it	will	be	graded	automatically.Paper	Submission:	if	you	prefer	taking	the	exam	on	paper,	you	need	to	send	your	exam	answers	in	the	mail	and	wait	a	few	weeks	before	the	results	are	out.	Your	answer	sheet	that	came	with	your	study	textbook	will	include	the	AICPA	mailing	address	where
you	should	send	your	answer	sheet	to.CPA	Ethics	Exam	Study	Tip:	Before	mailing	your	answer	sheet,	always	make	a	photocopy	or	it,	so	you	have	a	copy	for	your	records.	You	never	know	what	is	going	to	happen	to	the	mail,	so	its	a	good	idea	to	keep	a	copy	just	to	be	safe.	Also,	use	certified	mail	to	mail	your	answer	sheets,	as	this	is	the	only	way	to
track	it	to	see	if	the	AICPA	receives	them.	CPA	Ethics	Exam	QuestionsHere	are	some	of	the	most	commonly	asked	questions	about	the	AICPA	ethics	exam.	Does	Every	State	Require	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam?Surprisingly,	not	all	states	require	CPA	candidates	to	take	the	AICPA	ethics	exam.	Only	35	states	have	the	CPA	Ethics	exam	requirement	before
candidates	are	eligible	for	CPA	licensing.However,	most	state	boards	are	leaning	towards	this	requirement,	so	its	probably	that	the	rest	of	the	states	will	require	some	type	of	ethics	exam	requirement	in	the	future.	How	Difficult	is	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam?The	CPA	Ethics	exam	is	not	difficult.	It	is	an	open-book	test	that	allows	you	to	reference	your	study
textbook	throughout	the	exam.	Since	the	test	is	only	40	multiple-choice	questions,	you	will	have	ample	time	to	complete	the	test.Even	though	the	passing	score	is	90	percent,	the	MCQs	are	straightforward	and	far	less	challenging	than	the	CPA	exam.	Can	You	Pass	the	Ethics	Exam	before	Passing	the	CPA	Exam?Yes,	CPA	candidates	can	take	the	AICPA
ethics	exam	before	passing	the	CPA	exam,	but	it	isnt	necessary.	The	ethics	exam	is	easy	and	there	isnt	a	compelling	reason	to	complete	this	before	pass	the	harder	exam.Dont	get	ahead	of	yourself.	Stay	focused	on	preparing	for	the	CPA	exam.	After	you	pass	that,	you	can	worry	about	completing	the	ethics	exam.Keep	in	mind,	some	states	dont	even
have	an	ethics	exam	requirement,	so	you	may	not	need	to	take	it	at	all.	What	the	best	CPA	Ethics	Exam	Study	Guide?The	AICPA	issued	study	textbook	is	the	only	available	study	guide	for	the	ethics	exam.	This	100-page	textbook	has	all	of	the	information	you	need	to	pass	the	ethics	exam.	You	wont	need	anything	more	than	that.Dont	worry	about	trying
to	find	another	supplemental	study	guide,	you	wont	need	it.	When	Do	I	Have	to	Take	the	AICPA	Ethics	Exam?AICPA	requires	candidates	to	complete	the	ethics	exam	within	1	year	of	registering	for	the	test.	Otherwise,	their	course	materials	and	exam	account	will	expire.	Most	states,	however,	require	CPA	candidates	to	complete	the	ethics	exam	within
at	least	two	years	of	passing	CPA	exam.	Can	I	Retake	the	CPA	Ethics	Exam	if	I	Failed?Yes,	the	AICPA	allows	candidates	to	retake	the	ethics	exam	online	as	many	as	three	times.	If	you	are	unsuccessful	on	you	third	attempt	online,	the	AICPA	requires	that	you	use	the	paper	answer	sheet	that	came	with	your	textbook	to	mail	in	your	answers	manually
for	your	forth	attempt.	Take	the	Next	Step	to	Become	a	CPABefore	you	worry	about	taking	the	ethics	exam,	youll	first	need	to	pass	the	CPA	exam.The	only	way	to	make	sure	you	are	prepared	for	the	exam	and	have	the	best	shot	at	passing	it	on	your	first	attempt	is	to	find	a	CPA	study	course	that	matches	your	schedule	and	study	style.	There	are	a	lot
of	different	courses	out	there,	but	not	all	of	them	will	work	for	you	in	the	same	way.You	need	something	that	suits	your	style	and	fits	in	your	budget.	Check	out	our	list	of	review	courses	to	find	the	right	one	for	you.	Depending	on	your	state	boards	specific	requirements,	you	may	be	expected	to	write	an	ethics	examination	after	you	pass	your	CPA
exam.	I	know:	youre	probably	not	in	the	mood	to	sit	for	another	exam.	Dont	worry,	there	is	no	rush	to	take	the	ethics	exam	after	you	have	passed.	In	most	states	you	have	between	one	and	two	years	after	having	passed	the	CPA	exam	before	you	must	write	the	ethics	exam.	Furthermore,	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	is	nowhere	near	as	challenging	or	lengthy
as	the	uniform	CPA	exam.	In	fact,	most	candidates	pass	with	flying	colors.This	doesnt	mean	you	dont	need	to	take	the	ethics	exam	seriously.	Accounting	ethics	and	financial	integrity	are	essential	to	every	good	accountant.	After	all,	dealing	with	sensitive	and	confidential	information	(and	sometimes	complicated	ethical	situations)	is	a	part	of	a	CPAs
everyday	job.	The	exam	helps	prospective	CPAs	learn	the	appropriate	ethical	principles	they	might	need	to	prepare	for	their	professional	careers.	Furthermore,	you	need	to	have	passed	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	in	order	to	qualify	for	your	CPA	license.Before	you	continue	reading,	double-check	if	the	ethics	examination	is	mandatory	in	your	state.	If	not,
stop	reading	this	article	now!	Dont	waste	your	time	or	money	on	an	examination	that	wont	be	of	any	use	to	you.The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	a	test	that	is	written	and	administered	by	the	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	(AICPA).	The	exam	consists	of	multiple	choice	questions	and	covers	essential	accounting	ethics	concepts.	It	is	also
an	online	exam,	written	at	home	on	your	computer.	The	exam	is	open-book,	which	means	that	you	are	allowed	to	look	up	the	answers	in	your	textbook	while	you	are	writing	the	test.Once	you	start	writing	the	ethics	exam,	you	will	have	11	hours	to	complete	it.	Naturally,	you	dont	have	to	use	all	11	hours	to	write	the	test.	However,	it	is	advised	that	you
dont	rush	through	the	questions.	Remember,	you	must	achieve	90%	in	order	to	pass.	Use	your	time	wisely,	read	the	questions	closely,	and	assess	your	options	carefully.	After	all,	youve	made	it	this	far!The	content	tested	in	the	exam	comes	out	of	the	AICPAs	self	study	ethics	course,	which	is	a	textbook	available	for	purchase	online.	You	might	find
some	of	the	content	familiar,	since	much	of	it	is	also	covered	in	the	uniform	CPA	exam.	Even	though	youre	allowed	to	look	at	your	notes	during	the	test,	it	is	advised	that	you	give	yourself	adequate	time	to	familiarise	yourself	with	the	textbook.Almost	all	of	the	states	that	require	the	ethics	exam	use	the	test	administered	by	the	AICPA.	However,	some
states	have	unique	codes	of	conduct	that	differ	from	the	AICPAs	professional	code	of	conduct.	In	these	cases,	you	will	need	to	study	material	from	your	specific	state.	This	should	be	available	on	your	State	Board	of	Accountancys	website,	which	is	also	where	you	will	register	for	the	ethics	exam.	Your	state	boards	website	will	also	give	you	important
information	such	as	costs	and	whether	your	ethics	exam	counts	towards	your	CPE.If	you	fail	your	ethics	exam,	you	have	a	maximum	of	three	attempts	for	online	submission.	Youre	welcome	to	take	the	test	again,	but	youll	need	to	mail	your	answer	sheet	to	the	CPA.	It	is	also	important	to	remember	that	you	must	pass	the	exam	within	1	year	of
purchasing	the	study	materials.The	AICPA	ethics	exam	covers	a	wide	range	of	content.	All	of	the	questions	are	designed	to	prepare	future	CPAs	for	potential	professional	challenges.	Below	we	have	compiled	a	list	of	some	of	the	sorts	of	questions	you	can	expect	from	the	ethics	exam.Appropriate	business	and	employer	relationshipsEthical	practices	in
tax	services	and	loansHow	to	practice	objectivity	and	maintain	integrityThe	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	Accounting	RulesConflicts	of	interestClient	confidentialityCompliance	with	standardsWhat	actions	could	lose	you	your	CPA	licensePrinciples	of	independenceIndependence	rules	for	the	Securities	Exchange	Commission,	Government
Accounting	Office,	and	the	Public	Company	Accounting	Oversight	BoardThe	exam	costs	either	$189.00	or	$245.00,	depending	on	whether	the	applicant	is	a	member	of	AICPA	or	not.	This	will	allow	the	purchaser	access	to	all	content	for	one	year	from	the	date	of	purchase.	This	is	true	of	most	other	premium	content	on	their	site	as	well.These	are	the
states	that	require	the	AICPA	Ethics	exam.	But	be	aware	there	are	also	states	that	have	other	Ethics	exam	or	course	requirements	to	qualify	for	licensure:States	with	alternate	Ethic	exam	requirements:You	have	16	hours	in	which	to	take	the	AICPA	exam	once	you	begin.	Most	people	take	between	2-	4	hours	to	take	the	exam	in	a	single	sitting.	The
reason	for	this	variance	is	threefold.	Firstly,	the	number	of	questions	in	the	exam	will	vary	depending	on	the	state	or	jurisdiction.	Next,	you	can	only	view	one	question	at	a	time	and	cannot	go	back	once	you	click	through	to	the	next	question.	Therefore,	candidates	like	to	be	as	confident	as	they	can	be	before	moving	on	to	the	next	exam.	Finally,	it
depends	on	whether	you	take	breaks	or	not.	It	is	fine	to	do	so,	given	the	time	limit.Yes	and	no.	The	AICPA	exam	is	not	hard	in	and	of	itself.	Rather,	the	difficulty	lies	in	that	you	need	at	least	90%	to	pass	the	exam.	This	is	why	it	only	has	a	pass	rate	of	around	50%.	It	is	an	open	book,	at	home	exam	without	any	limitations	as	to	what	you	can	do	while
taking	it.	There	are	several	tools	that	you	can	use	to	help	you	find	the	answers	to	it.	The	ethics	exam	comes	with	an	online	course,	as	well	as	a	PDF	document	that	covers	the	information.	It	can	be	found	under	the	resources	section	of	the	online	course	content.	Therefore,	you	can	also	keep	the	PDF	document	open	and	search	through	it	using	CTRL+F
for	any	answers	that	you	dont	know.You	are	also	allowed	to	use	Google	to	search	for	answers.	Additionally,	many	students	feel	that	they	found	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	content	very	simple	if	they	had	already	completed	the	CPA	exam,	as	much	of	the	content	was	already	there.	However,	although	there	are	some	people	who	have	passed	the	exam	without
going	through	the	coursework,	there	are	also	those	who	have	failed	a	few	ties	even	with	the	search	options.	So,	it	might	be	worthwhile	to	read	through	the	content	before	attempting	the	exam.As	we	said	above,	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	comes	with	a	course	and	a	300-page	study	book.	A	good	way	to	study	for	it	would	be	to	watch	the	course	videos.
Furthermore,	even	though	you	can	just	do	a	search	through	the	PDF	document,	reading	through	the	test	will	also	help	you	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	content	ahead	of	time.	Additionally,	there	are	sample	questions	at	the	end	of	the	PDF,	many	of	which	tend	to	appear	in	the	exam.	So,	if	you	research	the	answers	beforehand,	you	should	be	able	to
answer	those	questions	correctly	at	least.The	AICPA	itself	will	allow	you	three	attempts	to	pass	the	exam,	before	its	system	blocks	you.	You	will	then	need	to	contact	the	support	staff	to	unlock	your	account.The	AICPA	comprises	of	multiple-choice	questions.	The	exact	number	varies	per	state.	There	are	usually	at	least	40	questions,	but	this	can	go	up
to	56.Conceptual	frameworkAICPA	Code	of	Professional	ConductIndependenceEthicsActivities	that	discredit	the	professionEthics	interpretationsAs	with	most	aspects	of	the	CPA	licensure	process,	this	varies	from	state	to	state.	Most	states	that	require	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	stipulate	that	it	should	be	passed	within	2	or	3	years	of	applying	for



licensure.	Therefore,	it	is	better	to	take	the	exam	only	after	you	have	passed	the	full	CPA	exam.	Otherwise,	you	might	just	be	wasting	your	money,	as	you	may	need	to	retake	the	exam	even	if	you	have	already	passed	it.You	can	register	for	a	free	account	with	AICPA	via	this	link.	In	order	to	make	use	of	the	benefits,	you	will	need	to	subscribe	to	an
annual	membership.	This	will	entail	paying	a	pro-rated	fee.	The	membership	options	are	as	follows:This	option	is	for	those	who	are	preparing	to	take	the	CPA	exam.	Benefits	include:Practice	tests,	score	release	calculators	and	other	specialized	tools	to	help	you	become	a	CPAEssential	Audit	&	Accounting	Research	Collection	for	$75/year	($500
value)AICPA	Professional	Literature	Bundle	online	(includes	Professional	Standards,	Tech	PracticeAids	and	PCAOB	Standards	&	Rules	for	$40/year	($400	value)Audit	&	Accounting	Manual	for	$25	($140	value)Discounts	on	over	20	brandsFee:	$85.00This	option	is	available	to	those	who	are	working	towards	getting	their	CPA	license.	It	grants	the
member:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesTools	and	resourcesProduct	discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	HertzFee:	$295.00This	option	is	available	to	any	non-CPA	who	is	professionally	involved	in	finance	and	accounting.	It	provides
members	with	benefits	such	as:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesFree	1-year	subscription	to	Journal	of	AccountancyProduct	discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	FedExFee:	$295.00This	potion	is	available	to	internationally	certified
public	accountants	and	members	of	institutions	who	are	part	of	the	Global	Accounting	association	(GAA.)	Benefits	include:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesTools	and	resourcesProduct	discounts	for	over	20	brandsFee:	$455.00This	option	is
available	to	licensed	CPAs	only.	It	does	not	matter	whether	your	license	is	valid,	inactive	or	expired.	The	benefits	of	Regular	membership	include:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesFree	1-year	subscription	to	Journal	of	AccountancyProduct
discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	FedExOther	benefitsThe	annual	membership	fee	varies	per	role.	These	are	for	the	2021/2022	year:RoleFeePublic	Accounting,	Law,	ConsultingPartner/Shareholder/Owner$485Sole	Practitioner$485Staff$295Business	and	IndustryPresident/CEO/COO/CFO/Officer$485Management	or	Staff$295Internal
Auditor$295EducationFaculty,	Administration	or	Staff$295GovernmentFederal,	State,	Local	or	International$295	Why	take	the	CPA	Exam?Before	we	dive	into	an	overview	of	the	CPA	Exam	and	licensure	requirements,	let's	look	at	some	of	the	benefits	of	taking	the	exam	and	obtaining	your	CPA	license.Greater	career	opportunitiesIn	addition	to	tax
work	and	financial	management,	having	a	CPA	license	can	open	doors	to	senior-level	positions,	higher-level	financial	advising,	and	specializations	like	forensic	accounting.Increased	income	potentialBecause	of	their	additional	skills	and	experience,	CPAs	earn	an	average	of	$92,795	per	year,	compared	to	the	average	salary	for	accountants	of	$61,480.
It's	important	to	note	that	experience,	location,	and	role	also	affect	salary.Increased	trust	and	prestigePassing	the	CPA	Exam	and	earning	your	license	proves	that	you	have	deeper	knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	more	technical	or	complex	accounting	topics	and	know	how	to	apply	them.Take	the	next	step:	Your	accounting	career	pathCPA
requirementsTo	meet	your	state's	Certified	Public	Accountant	requirements,	you	must	fulfill	education	and	experience	minimums	and	pass	the	CPA	Exam.	Some	states	also	have	requirements	related	to	ethics,	residency,	and	age.	Again,	while	every	state	is	different,	learn	the	minimum	recommendations	below.A	minimum	of	one	year	of	accounting
work	verified	by	a	licensed	CPAA	bachelor's	degree	and	a	total	of	150	hours	of	post-secondary	educationPass	four	sections	of	the	CPA	Exam	-	Three	Core	sections	and	one	DisciplineEducationAll	states	and	jurisdictions	require	CPAs	to	have	a	minimum	of	a	bachelor's	degree	and	150	total	hours	of	college	education,	either	at	the	undergraduate	or
graduate	level.	Most	states	also	require	a	specific	number	of	hours	in	upper-level	accounting	and	business	coursework.	For	example,	Arizona	requires	36	hours	of	accounting	and	30	hours	of	business	while	Virginia	requires	24	hours	of	upper-level	accounting	courses	and	24	hours	of	upper-level	business	courses.To	earn	the	additional	hours	beyond	a
bachelor's	degree,	CPA	candidates	may	choose	the	following:Earn	a	master's	degree,	often	an	MBA	or	a	master's	in	accounting	(MAcc)Take	additional	accounting	or	business	courses,	or	pursue	a	double	majorTake	courses	in	supporting	topics	like	IT	or	communicationsTake	CLEP	(college-level	examination	program)	exams,	which	allow	you	to	earn
college	credit	by	passing	an	examExperienceCPA	candidates	must	have	a	minimum	of	one	year	of	work	experience,	or	the	equivalent,	in	accounting,	though	some	states	do	require	more.	Eligible	experience	may	include	working	in	government,	industry,	public	accounting,	or	academia	involving	the	use	of	accounting,	attest,	tax,	consulting,	or
management	or	financial	advisory	work.The	specific	experience	work	requirement	varies	from	state	to	state.	For	example,	Indiana	requires	two	years	of	accounting	experience	verified	by	an	active	CPA.	Arkansas	requires	one	year	of	experience,	and	Minnesota	candidates	must	have	a	minimum	of	2,000	hours	of	verified	work	experience	in	no	less	than
one	year	and	no	more	than	three	years.ExamAll	CPA	candidates	must	pass	the	Uniform	CPA	Examination,	a	four-section	exam	designed	to	evaluate	the	knowledge	and	skills	needed	for	a	newly	licensed	CPA	to	practice	public	accounting.	To	pass	the	exam,	candidates	must	pass	three	Core	sections	that	assess	foundational	accounting	knowledge.
Candidates	must	also	choose	and	pass	one	of	three	discipline	sections	that	assess	more	advanced	knowledge	in	a	specific	area	of	accounting.EthicsMost	states	also	need	candidates	to	take	an	ethics	exam	covering	topics	from	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	as	part	of	their	CPA	license	requirements.	In	most	cases,	you're	required	to	pass	the
open-book	ethics	exam,	often	with	a	score	of	at	least	90%,	within	a	year	or	two	of	passing	the	CPA	Exam.While	many	states	require	only	the	AICPA's	ethics	exam,	some,	like	Virginia	and	Ohio,	require	a	state-specific	ethics	course	and	exam.	On	the	other	hand,	Pennsylvania,	Kentucky,	and	Michigan	are	among	the	states	that	don't	include	an	ethics
exam	as	part	of	their	CPA	license	requirements.Residency	and	citizenshipMost	states	require	residency	or	U.S.	citizenship	to	take	the	CPA	Exam.	However,	some	states,	such	as	Alaska,	don't	require	either	proof	of	residency	or	citizenship	within	their	CPA	Exam	requirements	or	licensure	requirements.	On	the	other	hand,	Idaho	does	not	require	U.S.
citizenship	but	does	require	proof	of	state	residency	whether	this	is	a	physical	residence,	permanent	place	of	business,	or	employment	within	the	state.	North	Carolina	requires	proof	of	U.S.	citizenship,	but	not	state	residency.	Again,	it's	important	to	look	at	your	state	to	see	what	you	need.AgeMost	states	and	territories	don't	have	minimum	age
requirements	in	place.	In	those	that	do,	the	minimum	age	is	almost	always	18,	though	you	must	be	21	in	New	York	and	Missouri	to	take	the	exam	and	obtain	your	CPA	license.CPA	Exam	requirements	Sitting	for	the	examWhile	the	individual	states	have	CPA	Exam	requirements	you'll	need	to	meet	before	applying,	each	CPA	candidate	must	follow
roughly	the	same	steps	to	take	the	exam.Education	requirementsMost	states	require	CPA	candidates	to	either	have	their	bachelor's	degree,	often	in	accounting	or	business,	be	near	their	graduation	date,	or	have	a	minimum	of	120	college	hours	to	sit	for	a	section	of	the	CPA	Exam.	Also,	most	states	require	candidates	to	complete	24	to	30	hours	in
accounting	and	24	hours	in	business-	related	subjects.For	example,	Florida's	CPA	Exam	requirements	include	having	120	hours	of	college	credit,	consisting	of	24	hours	in	both	upper-level	accounting	and	upper-level	business.	Texas	candidates	must	have	a	bachelor's	degree	with	a	minimum	of	21	hours	of	upper-level	accounting	and	24	hours	of	upper-
level	business	courses.We	always	recommend	checking	with	your	state's	board	of	accountancy	to	ensure	you	meet	the	education	requirements	prior	to	applying	for	the	CPA	Exam.Eligibility	and	applicationAfter	verifying	you	meet	your	state's	eligibility,	you	need	to	apply	to	sit	for	the	CPA	Exam	with	your	state's	board	of	accountancy.Submit	your
school	transcriptsProvide	proof	of	residency	if	your	state	requires	itFill	out	and	submit	the	CPA	Exam	application	and	pay	any	application	feesWhen	you	submit	the	necessary	documents,	it	usually	takes	between	four	and	six	weeks	to	get	approved	and	receive	an	Authorization	to	Test.Take	the	next	step:	Applying	for	the	CPA	ExamScheduling	the
examOnce	you're	authorized	to	sit	for	the	CPA	Exam,	you	can	sign	up	for	the	exam	by	logging	into	your	NASBA	account	and	paying	the	exam	fees.	You'll	then	receive	your	Notice	to	Schedule	(NTS)	document.	We	recommend	paying	one	at	a	time	and	receiving	your	NTS	individually,	so	your	NTS	doesn't	expire,	causing	you	to	forfeit	your	exam	fees.
You	don't	have	to	wait	for	one	to	end	before	applying	for	another,	but	you	have	more	control	over	how	you	pace	and	schedule	your	exams.Take	the	next	step:	CPA	Exam	fees	and	costsOnce	you	have	your	NTS,	verify	the	information,	and	register	on	the	Prometric	website	in	the	following	steps:Schedule	your	CPA	Exam	with	PrometricEnter	your	exam
section	ID	from	your	NTS	and	include	the	first	four	letters	of	your	last	nameChoose	the	exam	section,	exam	location	center,	and	the	date	you	want	to	scheduleMake	sure	you	print	and	keep	your	NTS	because	you	have	to	have	this	with	you	at	the	Prometric	testing	center	to	take	the	CPA	Exam.CPA	Exam	requirements	Passing	the	examAs	mentioned
above,	all	CPA	candidates	must	pass	the	CPA	Exam.	This	includes	passing	three	Core	sections	which	all	candidates	must	take	as	well	as	passing	one	of	three	Discipline	sections.CPA	Exam	sectionsThe	three	Core	sections	are:Financial	Accounting	and	Reporting	(FAR)Auditing	and	Attestation	(AUD)Taxation	and	Regulation	(REG)The	three	Discipline
sections	are:Business	Analysis	and	Reporting	(BAR)Information	Systems	and	Controls	(ISC)Tax	Compliance	and	Planning	(TCP)Take	the	next	step:	Choose	your	CPA	Exam	DisciplineCPA	Exam	scoresAll	CPA	candidates	must	receive	at	least	a	75	on	the	three	core	sections	and	one	Discipline	section	in	order	to	pass	the	CPA	Exam.	Depending	on	your
state,	you	have	a	minimum	of	18	months	to	pass	all	four	sections	of	the	CPA	Exam.	The	AICPA	ethics	exam	is	required	by	most	state	boards	after	passing	the	CPA	exam	in	order	to	become	certified	and	obtain	a	CPA	license.	The	CPA	ethics	exam	is	a	take-home	test	that	comes	with	a	textbook	and	is	taken	online.	Im	sure	that	last	thing	you	want	to	hear
after	you	pass	the	CPA	exam	is	that	you	have	to	take	another	test,	but	this	one	is	pretty	easy	and	can	be	taken	as	many	times	as	you	need	to.	Lets	talk	about	the	ethics	exam	details,	how	to	sign	up	for	it,	and	how	to	pass	it.	The	ethics	exam	consists	of	40	multiple-choice	questions	that	can	either	be	taken	online	or	on	paper.	If	you	chooseto	take	the
exam	online,	it	will	be	graded	immediately	and	you	will	have	your	score	as	soon	as	you	submit	it.	If	you	choose	to	take	the	exam	on	paper,	you	will	be	mailed	an	answer	sheet	to	fill	out.	Once	you	fill	out	the	answers,	you	will	have	to	mail	in	the	sheet	to	the	AICPA	grading	center	for	scoring.	It	will	probably	take	a	few	weeks	for	them	to	grade	it	an	notify
you	of	the	results.	The	CPA	ethics	examination	is	written	and	administered	by	the	AICPA	in	an	effort	to	prepare	CPA	candidates	for	the	ethical	problems	they	may	experience	in	their	public	accounting	careers.	Its	an	online	or	take-home	test	that	can	be	taken	anywhere.	You	can	take	it	at	home	or	at	work.	Its	timed,	but	you	are	allowed	to	use	your
textbook	to	answer	questions	if	you	have	enough	time	to	look	up	the	answers.	The	states	that	require	candidates	to	take	the	ethics	exam	typically	require	that	candidates	pass	it	within	2	years	of	passing	the	CPA	exam.	Some	states	allow	candidates	to	count	this	exam	towards	their	CPE	credits	for	that	year.	Not	all	states	allow	this	treatment,	however.
There	are	a	few	steps	to	successfully	take	the	CPA	ethics	exam.	Dont	worry.	Its	not	hard.	Step	#1:	Sign	Up	and	Purchase	the	Self-Study	Course	Obviously,	the	first	step	to	taking	the	exam	is	to	sign	up	for	it.	You	can	sign	up	for	it	and	purchase	the	review	materials	on	the	AICPA	website.	Each	states	exam	costs	vary,	but	they	typically	range	from	$150
$190.	Once	you	sign	up	for	the	exam,	you	will	be	mailed	a	self-study	textbook	or	CD-Rom	with	study	materials	on	it.	The	self-study	course	should	be	called	Professional	Ethics:	The	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Course.	Make	sure	you	get	the	one	for	licensure	and	not	one	strictly	for	CPE.	Step	#2:	Study	The	AICPA	Materials	This	is	kind	of	obvious,	but	it
needs	to	be	said.	Use	the	study	materials.	Lol.	So	many	people	blow	this	exam	off	and	treat	it	like	a	joke.	Its	an	easy	test,	but	its	not	that	easy.	Read	the	study	materials,	so	you	can	make	sure	to	pass	the	exam	on	your	first	try.	Theres	no	reason	to	have	to	pay	to	retake	this	multiple	times.	Simply	read	the	book,	take	some	notes,	and	be	prepared	to	take
the	exam.	Remember,	you	have	to	get	a	score	of	90	to	pass	the	test.	You	cant	afford	to	miss	too	many	questions.	Read	them	carefully	and	give	yourself	enough	time	to	properly	take	the	exam.	Step	#3:	Send	in	Your	Answers	There	are	two	ways	to	submit	your	answers	depending	on	how	you	took	the	exam.	Online	Submission	If	you	took	the	exam
online,	all	you	have	to	do	is	hit	submit	when	you	are	finished	taking	the	exam.	Your	test	will	be	graded	automatically	and	you	will	be	notified	immediately	with	your	score.	Paper	Submission	Some	people	prefer	to	take	tests	on	paper.	If	this	is	you,	you	will	have	to	mail	in	your	exam	answer	sheet	and	wait	for	the	results.	Your	answer	sheet	will	have	the
AICPA	mailing	address	on	it.	Simply	mail	it	in	and	wait	a	few	weeks	for	your	results.	Ethics	Exam	Tip:	Make	a	copy	of	your	answer	sheet	before	you	mail	it	in.	Who	knows	whats	going	to	happen	in	the	mail.	On	the	same	lines,	you	should	mail	your	answers	in	using	certified	mail.	That	way	you	will	know	that	the	AICPA	received	it.	No,	not	all	state
boards	require	their	candidates	to	pass	the	ethics	exam,	but	most	do.	Just	over	35	states	require	candidates	to	go	through	this	form	of	ethics	training	before	they	can	become	licensed.	This	seems	to	be	a	trend	among	state	boards,	so	I	wouldnt	be	surprised	if	the	remaining	jurisdictions	require	ethics	requirements	in	the	near	future.	Its	super	easy.
Dont	worry	about	it.	All	you	have	to	do	is	read	the	100-page	textbook	that	is	sent	to	you	after	your	registration	and	you	will	be	able	to	pass	the	exam	pretty	easily.	Although	the	exam	requires	a	score	of	90	to	pass,	its	all	multiple-choice	questions	and	most	are	pretty	simple.	Yes,	you	can	choose	to	take	the	ethics	exam	before	you	pass	the	CPA	exam.
Theres	nothing	wrong	with	doing	this,	but	its	kind	of	pointless.	Dont	worry	about	getting	this	out	of	the	way.	Focus	on	passing	the	CPA	exam	first.	Then	you	can	worry	about	the	ethics	exam.	Also,	before	you	order	your	book	up,	you	should	contact	your	state	board	to	make	sure	you	have	to	take	it.	After	all,	some	states	dont	require	it.	The	only	study
guide	that	exists	for	the	ethics	exam	is	the	one	issued	by	the	AICPA.	Dont	worry.	You	shouldnt	need	anything	more	than	that.	Most	states	require	that	you	pass	the	ethics	exam	within	2	years	of	passing	the	CPA	exam.	Also,	the	AICPA	allows	1	year	from	purchasing	the	ethics	materials	to	take	the	exam.	Yes,	you	can	retake	the	exam	online	up	to	three
times.	If	you	fail	it	three	times	online,	you	will	have	to	use	the	paper/mail	method	to	retake	it	a	fourth	time.	If	you	are	just	starting	your	CPA	journey	and	simply	doing	research	about	the	ethics	exam,	you	will	need	to	pass	the	CPA	exam	first.	The	best	way	to	ensure	that	you	pass	on	your	first	try	is	getting	a	CPA	review	course	that	works	for	you	and
your	learning	style.	I	reviewed	all	of	the	top	courses,	so	you	can	find	one	that	fits	your	study	schedule	and	budget.	Take	a	look	at	my	list.	See	the	Top	CPA	Review	Courses	Apart	from	the	three	Es	needed	to	earn	a	CPA	certificate	(Education,	Experience,	and	an	Exam),	theres	another	E	that	many	candidates	must	complete	to	obtain	the	CPA	license:
the	Ethics	exam.	The	CPA	Ethics	exam	conducted	by	the	AICPA	is	accepted	by	most	state	boards	and	can	be	taken	any	time	before,	during,	and	after	the	CPA	exam.	The	exam	covers	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	Accounting	Rules	and	tests	candidates	on	how	well	they	can	handle	situations	related	to	professional	ethics	that	might	crop
up	during	the	course	of	their	work.	CPAs	must	exhibit	a	high	degree	of	financial	integrity	and	the	Ethics	exam	strives	to	remind	and	refresh	them	of	the	conduct	expected	of	them	at	work.	The	exam	consists	of	40	multiple-choice	questions	in	a	self-study,	open-book	format.	You	must	score	at	least	90	to	pass	and	have	up	to	3	attempts	to	do	so.	The
AICPA	provides	course	materials	for	the	exam	that	includes	topics	such	as	legal	and	regulatory	issues,	the	importance	of	maintaining	independence	from	client/employer,	and	the	code	of	conduct	of	the	AICPA.	Individual	states	have	their	own	set	of	rules	for	the	Ethics	exam.	California	State	Society	of	CPAs	administers	its	own	Ethics	exam	while	New
York	decided	in	2013	that	to	get	a	CPA	license,	it	was	no	longer	required	to	pass	the	Ethics	exam.	You	should	therefore	research	the	requirements	of	the	state	boards	where	you	want	to	get	a	CPA	license	to	practice.	The	Ethics	exam	requirements	can	vary	among	U.S.	states.	Here	are	some	examples	of	how	a	some	states	administer	this	exam.
California	The	exam	materials	include	detailed	coverage	of	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	California	Accountancy	Act	and	Accounting	Rules	and	Regulations.	Candidates	have	a	chance	to	pass	the	exam	in	6	attempts	with	a	score	of	90	and	above.	Illinois	The	exam	is	conducted	by	the	Illinois	state	society	and	candidates	have	to	pass	this
test	on	the	rules	of	professional	conduct	before	they	are	issued	with	a	CPA	license.	This	on-demand	exam	can	be	taken	by	candidates	even	before	they	sit	for	the	main	CPA	exam.	Virginia	The	Virginia	Board	of	Accountancy	(VOA)	requires	candidates	to	complete	the	self-study	Professional	Ethics:	AICPAs	Comprehensive	Course	(For	Licensure)	with	a
score	of	90	or	more.	The	state	also	requires	all	CPAs	to	complete	the	annual	Virginia-Specific	Ethics	Course.	Texas	CPA	candidates	in	Texas	must	complete	the	Ethics	exam	CPA	on	the	board	Rules	of	Professional	Conduct	before	being	eligible	for	a	CPA	license.	Moreover,	the	state	also	has	a	4-hour	CPE	ethics	requirement	for	all	CPAs	who	are	licensed
in	the	state.	Wisconsin	To	be	awarded	the	CPA	license,	candidates	are	required	to	pass	the	Ethics	CPA	exam	after	completing	the	four	sections	of	the	CPA	exam.	The	curriculum	includes	the	AICPA	and	the	state	rules	governing	conduct.	Hence,	candidates	have	to	focus	on	both	simultaneously	during	their	study	sessions.	Missouri	The	CPA	Ethics	exam
in	the	state	is	an	open-book,	multiple-choice	test,	and	candidates	can	order,	take,	and	submit	at	any	time	in	the	Licensure	process.	The	exam	is	offered	both	online	and	offline	and	because	of	this	flexibility,	Missouri	is	taken	to	be	among	the	most	candidate-friendly	states	for	the	Ethics	CPA	exam.	Ohio	CPA	candidates	in	Ohio	must	complete	a	Board-
approved	course	in	Professional	Standards	and	Responsibilities	(PSR).	This	should	be	completed	in	the	last	one	year	of	being	awarded	the	license.	Additionally,	Ohio	CPAs	must	also	meet	an	annual	CPE	requirement	for	PSR.	As	the	above	list	shows,	the	Ethics	requirements	for	CPA	licensure	can	vary	from	state	to	state,	so	be	sure	to	check	your	states
requirements	before	completing	this	step.	As	of	this	writing,	the	jurisdictions	of	New	York,	Georgia,	Pennsylvania,	Arkansas,	and	Kentucky	do	not	have	the	requirement	of	passing	an	ethics	examination	to	be	awarded	the	license.	Here	are	some	CPA	ethics	exam	tips	for	you.	First,	how	do	you	take	and	pass	the	CPA	ethics	exam?	To	get	started,	sign	up
and	purchase	the	CPA	ethics	exam	review	materials	from	the	AICPA	website.	This	is	a	digital	course	and	youll	have	access	for	up	to	1	year.	Go	through	the	course	materials	thoroughly,	then	submit	your	answers.	If	youre	taking	the	exam	online,	hit	Submit	after	all	the	questions	have	been	answered.	If	taking	the	offline	in	a	paper	form,	simply	mail	it	in
and	wait	for	the	results	to	be	declared	in	a	few	weeks.	One	of	the	most	critical	CPA	ethics	exam	tips	Send	your	offline	paper	answers	by	certified	mail	and	keep	a	copy	of	the	sheets	with	you	in	case	the	bunch	is	misplaced	while	in	transit.	Do	all	boards	require	you	to	pass	the	exam	before	being	awarded	the	license?	No,	35	states	have	the	Ethics	exam
stipulation.	But	this	area	is	so	important	for	CPAs	that	it	would	not	be	surprising	if	other	boards	made	this	exam	mandatory	to	earn	the	CPA	License.	Another	CPA	ethics	and	governance	exam	tip	that	you	should	know	about	is	that	this	exam	is	very	easy.	All	that	you	have	to	do	to	prepare	for	it	is	to	read	the	digital	guide	you	receive	after	registration.
The	exam	is	in	a	multiple-choice	format	and	it	will	not	be	hard	for	you	to	score	the	required	90	marks	to	pass.	The	topics	for	the	Ethics	exam	are	as	follows:	Business	relationships,	Employment	relationships,	Financial	relationships,	Prohibited	relationships	and	services,	Loans,	Non-audit	services,	Securities	Exchange	Commission	and	Government
Accounting	Office	independence	rules,	and	Definitions	of	client,	objectivity,	and	covered	member	Candidates	who	have	already	passed	the	CPA	exam	will	find	the	CPA	Ethics	exam	quite	easy.	The	key	to	passing	the	CPA	Ethics	exam	answer	is	to	take	it	seriously	the	first	time	and	so	that	you	can	pass	and	get	on	to	earning	your	CPA	license.	This	is	not
straightforward	as	there	are	different	approaches	depending	if	youre	taking	the	exam	online	or	offline.	When	taking	the	ethics	exam	online,	simply	hit	the	Submit	button	and	youll	get	your	test	results	immediately.	If	taking	the	offline	version,	youll	be	provided	with	a	package	that	includes	the	full	instructions	on	how	to	submit	your	answers.	Generally
speaking	though,	youll	have	to	mark	the	bubbles	that	denote	the	correct	answers	to	the	40	multiple-choice	questions.	Pro-tip:	Dont	forget	to	mark	the	bubble	that	requests	the	AICPA	to	forward	the	results	to	your	state	board!	After	completing	the	offline	exam,	follow	the	directions	to	send	the	answer	sheet	to	the	AICPA	via	mail.	To	pre-empt	the	loss	of
the	answer	sheet	in	the	mail,	make	and	keep	a	copy	to	be	submitted	again	if	necessary.	Use	certified	mail	and	keep	the	receipt	with	you.	When	taking	the	paper-based	exam,	a	copy	of	the	result	will	be	mailed	by	AICPA	to	your	state	board	and	you	will	get	your	result	within	six	weeks.	AICPA	regulation	dictates	that	you	pass	the	Ethics	exam	within	two
years	of	passing	the	actual	CPA	exam.	Technically	you	can	take	the	ethics	exam	any	time	during	the	licensure	process,	even	before	you	sit	for	any	CPA	exam	sections?	Most	candidates	prefer	to	take	the	Ethics	exam	CPA	once	theyve	passed	the	uniform	CPA	exam.	The	CPA	exam	can	take	multiple	years	to	complete	and	should	be	your	primary	focus
until	youve	passed	each	section.	After	that	point,	all	youll	have	left	is	to	complete	the	work	experience	requirement	(if	you	havent	already)	and	clear	the	Etchis	exam.	For	two-tier	jurisdictions,	you	can	obtain	a	CPA	certificate	after	you	pass	the	CPA	exam	and	then	apply	for	a	full	CPA	License	to	be	in	the	public	accounting	field	once	you	meet	the
additional	eligibility	requirements.	Most	of	these	states	require	CPA	applicants	to	complete	some	if	not	all	their	educational	requirements	and	allow	the	ethics	CPA	exam	and	experience	stipulations	to	be	done	after	the	CPA	exam	is	completed.	The	two-tier	states	are	Alabama,	Hawaii,	Kansas,	Montana,	Nebraska,	Oklahoma,	and	the	District	of
Columbia.	Due	to	all	these	complexities,	we	recommend	that	you	contact	your	board	for	the	most	up	to	date	information	and	precise	details	about	applying	for	your	CPA	license.	If	youre	submitting	the	answers	online,	youre	allowed	a	maximum	of	three	chances.	If	you	do	not	pass	in	these	three	attempts,	you	can	thereafter	take	the	paper	format	route
to	crack	the	Ethics	CPA	exam.	After	three	online	attempts,	you	are	then	allowed	another	three	attempts	in	an	offline,	paper	exam	format.	If	you	still	fail	to	make	it	through,	then	youll	have	to	buy	the	course	materials	from	the	AICPA	again.	Most	U.S.	states	include	an	Ethics	exam	component	to	earning	the	CPA	license.	While	its	relatively	easy	to
complete	compared	to	the	CPA	exam,	treat	it	like	you	would	any	other	exam	and	aim	to	pass	it	your	first	time	through.	The	sooner	you	can	get	the	Ethics	exam	out	of	the	way,	the	faster	youll	and	earn	your	CPA	license	and	reap	the	benefits	in	your	career!	Depending	on	your	state	boards	specific	requirements,	you	may	be	expected	to	write	an	ethics
examination	after	you	pass	your	CPA	exam.	I	know:	youre	probably	not	in	the	mood	to	sit	for	another	exam.	Dont	worry,	there	is	no	rush	to	take	the	ethics	exam	after	you	have	passed.	In	most	states	you	have	between	one	and	two	years	after	having	passed	the	CPA	exam	before	you	must	write	the	ethics	exam.	Furthermore,	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	is
nowhere	near	as	challenging	or	lengthy	as	the	uniform	CPA	exam.	In	fact,	most	candidates	pass	with	flying	colors.This	doesnt	mean	you	dont	need	to	take	the	ethics	exam	seriously.	Accounting	ethics	and	financial	integrity	are	essential	to	every	good	accountant.	After	all,	dealing	with	sensitive	and	confidential	information	(and	sometimes	complicated
ethical	situations)	is	a	part	of	a	CPAs	everyday	job.	The	exam	helps	prospective	CPAs	learn	the	appropriate	ethical	principles	they	might	need	to	prepare	for	their	professional	careers.	Furthermore,	you	need	to	have	passed	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	in	order	to	qualify	for	your	CPA	license.Before	you	continue	reading,	double-check	if	the	ethics
examination	is	mandatory	in	your	state.	If	not,	stop	reading	this	article	now!	Dont	waste	your	time	or	money	on	an	examination	that	wont	be	of	any	use	to	you.The	AICPA	Ethics	Exam	is	a	test	that	is	written	and	administered	by	the	American	Institute	of	Certified	Public	Accountants	(AICPA).	The	exam	consists	of	multiple	choice	questions	and	covers
essential	accounting	ethics	concepts.	It	is	also	an	online	exam,	written	at	home	on	your	computer.	The	exam	is	open-book,	which	means	that	you	are	allowed	to	look	up	the	answers	in	your	textbook	while	you	are	writing	the	test.Once	you	start	writing	the	ethics	exam,	you	will	have	11	hours	to	complete	it.	Naturally,	you	dont	have	to	use	all	11	hours	to
write	the	test.	However,	it	is	advised	that	you	dont	rush	through	the	questions.	Remember,	you	must	achieve	90%	in	order	to	pass.	Use	your	time	wisely,	read	the	questions	closely,	and	assess	your	options	carefully.	After	all,	youve	made	it	this	far!The	content	tested	in	the	exam	comes	out	of	the	AICPAs	self	study	ethics	course,	which	is	a	textbook
available	for	purchase	online.	You	might	find	some	of	the	content	familiar,	since	much	of	it	is	also	covered	in	the	uniform	CPA	exam.	Even	though	youre	allowed	to	look	at	your	notes	during	the	test,	it	is	advised	that	you	give	yourself	adequate	time	to	familiarise	yourself	with	the	textbook.Almost	all	of	the	states	that	require	the	ethics	exam	use	the	test
administered	by	the	AICPA.	However,	some	states	have	unique	codes	of	conduct	that	differ	from	the	AICPAs	professional	code	of	conduct.	In	these	cases,	you	will	need	to	study	material	from	your	specific	state.	This	should	be	available	on	your	State	Board	of	Accountancys	website,	which	is	also	where	you	will	register	for	the	ethics	exam.	Your	state
boards	website	will	also	give	you	important	information	such	as	costs	and	whether	your	ethics	exam	counts	towards	your	CPE.If	you	fail	your	ethics	exam,	you	have	a	maximum	of	three	attempts	for	online	submission.	Youre	welcome	to	take	the	test	again,	but	youll	need	to	mail	your	answer	sheet	to	the	CPA.	It	is	also	important	to	remember	that	you
must	pass	the	exam	within	1	year	of	purchasing	the	study	materials.The	AICPA	ethics	exam	covers	a	wide	range	of	content.	All	of	the	questions	are	designed	to	prepare	future	CPAs	for	potential	professional	challenges.	Below	we	have	compiled	a	list	of	some	of	the	sorts	of	questions	you	can	expect	from	the	ethics	exam.Appropriate	business	and
employer	relationshipsEthical	practices	in	tax	services	and	loansHow	to	practice	objectivity	and	maintain	integrityThe	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and	Accounting	RulesConflicts	of	interestClient	confidentialityCompliance	with	standardsWhat	actions	could	lose	you	your	CPA	licensePrinciples	of	independenceIndependence	rules	for	the
Securities	Exchange	Commission,	Government	Accounting	Office,	and	the	Public	Company	Accounting	Oversight	BoardThe	exam	costs	either	$189.00	or	$245.00,	depending	on	whether	the	applicant	is	a	member	of	AICPA	or	not.	This	will	allow	the	purchaser	access	to	all	content	for	one	year	from	the	date	of	purchase.	This	is	true	of	most	other
premium	content	on	their	site	as	well.These	are	the	states	that	require	the	AICPA	Ethics	exam.	But	be	aware	there	are	also	states	that	have	other	Ethics	exam	or	course	requirements	to	qualify	for	licensure:States	with	alternate	Ethic	exam	requirements:You	have	16	hours	in	which	to	take	the	AICPA	exam	once	you	begin.	Most	people	take	between	2-
4	hours	to	take	the	exam	in	a	single	sitting.	The	reason	for	this	variance	is	threefold.	Firstly,	the	number	of	questions	in	the	exam	will	vary	depending	on	the	state	or	jurisdiction.	Next,	you	can	only	view	one	question	at	a	time	and	cannot	go	back	once	you	click	through	to	the	next	question.	Therefore,	candidates	like	to	be	as	confident	as	they	can	be
before	moving	on	to	the	next	exam.	Finally,	it	depends	on	whether	you	take	breaks	or	not.	It	is	fine	to	do	so,	given	the	time	limit.Yes	and	no.	The	AICPA	exam	is	not	hard	in	and	of	itself.	Rather,	the	difficulty	lies	in	that	you	need	at	least	90%	to	pass	the	exam.	This	is	why	it	only	has	a	pass	rate	of	around	50%.	It	is	an	open	book,	at	home	exam	without
any	limitations	as	to	what	you	can	do	while	taking	it.	There	are	several	tools	that	you	can	use	to	help	you	find	the	answers	to	it.	The	ethics	exam	comes	with	an	online	course,	as	well	as	a	PDF	document	that	covers	the	information.	It	can	be	found	under	the	resources	section	of	the	online	course	content.	Therefore,	you	can	also	keep	the	PDF	document
open	and	search	through	it	using	CTRL+F	for	any	answers	that	you	dont	know.You	are	also	allowed	to	use	Google	to	search	for	answers.	Additionally,	many	students	feel	that	they	found	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	content	very	simple	if	they	had	already	completed	the	CPA	exam,	as	much	of	the	content	was	already	there.	However,	although	there	are
some	people	who	have	passed	the	exam	without	going	through	the	coursework,	there	are	also	those	who	have	failed	a	few	ties	even	with	the	search	options.	So,	it	might	be	worthwhile	to	read	through	the	content	before	attempting	the	exam.As	we	said	above,	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	comes	with	a	course	and	a	300-page	study	book.	A	good	way	to	study
for	it	would	be	to	watch	the	course	videos.	Furthermore,	even	though	you	can	just	do	a	search	through	the	PDF	document,	reading	through	the	test	will	also	help	you	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	content	ahead	of	time.	Additionally,	there	are	sample	questions	at	the	end	of	the	PDF,	many	of	which	tend	to	appear	in	the	exam.	So,	if	you	research	the
answers	beforehand,	you	should	be	able	to	answer	those	questions	correctly	at	least.The	AICPA	itself	will	allow	you	three	attempts	to	pass	the	exam,	before	its	system	blocks	you.	You	will	then	need	to	contact	the	support	staff	to	unlock	your	account.The	AICPA	comprises	of	multiple-choice	questions.	The	exact	number	varies	per	state.	There	are
usually	at	least	40	questions,	but	this	can	go	up	to	56.Conceptual	frameworkAICPA	Code	of	Professional	ConductIndependenceEthicsActivities	that	discredit	the	professionEthics	interpretationsAs	with	most	aspects	of	the	CPA	licensure	process,	this	varies	from	state	to	state.	Most	states	that	require	the	AICPA	ethics	exam	stipulate	that	it	should	be
passed	within	2	or	3	years	of	applying	for	licensure.	Therefore,	it	is	better	to	take	the	exam	only	after	you	have	passed	the	full	CPA	exam.	Otherwise,	you	might	just	be	wasting	your	money,	as	you	may	need	to	retake	the	exam	even	if	you	have	already	passed	it.You	can	register	for	a	free	account	with	AICPA	via	this	link.	In	order	to	make	use	of	the
benefits,	you	will	need	to	subscribe	to	an	annual	membership.	This	will	entail	paying	a	pro-rated	fee.	The	membership	options	are	as	follows:This	option	is	for	those	who	are	preparing	to	take	the	CPA	exam.	Benefits	include:Practice	tests,	score	release	calculators	and	other	specialized	tools	to	help	you	become	a	CPAEssential	Audit	&	Accounting
Research	Collection	for	$75/year	($500	value)AICPA	Professional	Literature	Bundle	online	(includes	Professional	Standards,	Tech	PracticeAids	and	PCAOB	Standards	&	Rules	for	$40/year	($400	value)Audit	&	Accounting	Manual	for	$25	($140	value)Discounts	on	over	20	brandsFee:	$85.00This	option	is	available	to	those	who	are	working	towards
getting	their	CPA	license.	It	grants	the	member:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesTools	and	resourcesProduct	discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	HertzFee:	$295.00This	option	is	available	to	any	non-CPA	who	is	professionally	involved
in	finance	and	accounting.	It	provides	members	with	benefits	such	as:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesFree	1-year	subscription	to	Journal	of	AccountancyProduct	discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	FedExFee:	$295.00This	potion	is
available	to	internationally	certified	public	accountants	and	members	of	institutions	who	are	part	of	the	Global	Accounting	association	(GAA.)	Benefits	include:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesTools	and	resourcesProduct	discounts	for	over
20	brandsFee:	$455.00This	option	is	available	to	licensed	CPAs	only.	It	does	not	matter	whether	your	license	is	valid,	inactive	or	expired.	The	benefits	of	Regular	membership	include:Up	to	$975	in	free	CPE	over	the	course	of	12	months	through	their	Town	Hall	seriesUp	to	30%	off	AICPA	CPE	courses$300	off	AICPA	conferencesFree	1-year
subscription	to	Journal	of	AccountancyProduct	discounts	for	brands	such	as	Lenovo	and	FedExOther	benefitsThe	annual	membership	fee	varies	per	role.	These	are	for	the	2021/2022	year:RoleFeePublic	Accounting,	Law,	ConsultingPartner/Shareholder/Owner$485Sole	Practitioner$485Staff$295Business	and
IndustryPresident/CEO/COO/CFO/Officer$485Management	or	Staff$295Internal	Auditor$295EducationFaculty,	Administration	or	Staff$295GovernmentFederal,	State,	Local	or	International$295	Were	all	aware	thatthere	are	many	requirements	we	have	to	meet	in	order	to	become	a	CPA.Among	the	sea	of	paperwork	you	have	to	submit,	course	credits,
and	professional	hours	you	have	to	have	under	your	belt,	and	the	specific	requirements	for	each	state,	some	lines	become	blurred	until	youve	crossed	them.Upon	first	impression,	many	people	think	that	to	become	a	licensed	CPA,	one	only	has	topass	all	four	parts	of	the	CPA	exam.	In	fact,	the	CPA	exam	is	just	one	of	the	Three	Es	Education,
Examination	and	Experience	that	is	necessary	to	obtain	licensure.	Of	these	three	requirements,	only	the	CPA	exam	is	uniform	and	accepted	by	all	U.S.	jurisdictions.	Many	of	these	jurisdictions	also	require	an	additional	exam	in	ethics	which	can	be	referred	to	as	the	fourth	E.Today	well	focus	on	the	fourth	E	which	is	often	left	as	the	final	major	step	to
gaining	a	CPA	license.	This	exam	is	not	in	the	spotlight	and	therefore	often	takes	people	by	surprise.	Most	state	boards	accept	the	AICPAs	comprehensive	ethics	course	and	exam	so	that	is	what	well	focus	on.	This	exam	can	generally	be	taken	before,	during	or	after	the	CPA	exam	but	is	usually	saved	for	the	end	as	people	like	to	tackle	the	larger	hurdle
first	and	dont	want	to	run	out	of	time	as	test	results	are	valid	for	a	2	year	period.	Related	Articles	What	happens	if	I	fail	the	Ethics	Exam	(a	requirement	for	CPA	Licensure)?How	do	I	register	for	the	Ethics	Exam	(a	requirement	for	CPA	Licensure)?	What	is	the	AICPA	Ethics	ExamThis	exam	covers	the	AICPA	Code	of	Professional	Conduct	and
Accounting	Rules	and	tests	how	well	you	would	handle	professional	ethics	questions	that	you	may	encounter	during	your	time	in	the	accounting	profession.	Naturally,	CPAs	serve	the	financial	integrity	of	individuals,	companies,	and	businesses.	The	exam	strives	to	refresh	and	remind	CPAs	of	the	conduct	expected	and	required	of	them	when	working
with	and	in	professional	organizations.	Heres	the	general	information	you	need	to	know	about	the	test:	There	are	40	multiple-choice	questions	and	the	test	is	given	in	a	self-study,	open-book	formatYou	have	3	attempts	to	pass	the	examYou	must	score	at	least	a	90	to	pass	(dont	let	point	#1	fool	you	as	with	only	4	question	errors	allowed,	you	must	still
be	very	careful)	In	addition,	the	AICPA	provides	a	course	to	help	you	study	for	this	exam.	It	consists	of	11	hours	of	course	material,	offered	as	a	CD-ROM	set	that	includes	principles	and	examples	of	professional	ethics	for	CPAs	and	how	to	apply	these	concepts	to	the	real	world.	Topics	such	as	legal	and	regulatory	issues,	the	importance	of	maintaining
independence	from	client/employer,	and	code	of	conduct	of	the	AICPA	are	all	covered	in	this	course.Keep	in	mind	that	some	states	administer	their	own	Ethics	exam	through	their	State	Society	of	CPAs	such	as	California.	If	planning	to	get	licensed	in	California	you	would	then	obtain	information	and	enroll	through	CalCPA.	Also,	as	of	2013,	a	few
states	such	as	New	York	decided	to	no	longer	require	CPAs	to	pass	an	ethics	exam.	It	is	always	recommended	to	do	research	using	specific	accounting	state	board	and	state	society	websites	that	fit	your	licensure	goals.	Ready	to	start	working	towards	your	CPA	credential?	Shop	All	Courses	Skip	to	main	content	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and
similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain
cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	
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