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Even	the	best	writers	have	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing.	Being	aware	of	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	is	vital	if	you	want	to	be	a	good	writer.If	you	develop	your	writing	skills,	you’ll	be	able	to	ensure	all	your	writing	is	of	high	quality.	This	applies	to	creative	writing,	academic	writing,	and	business	writing.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explore	five
strengths	you	need	and	four	weaknesses	to	work	on.	You’ll	also	learn	how	ProWritingAid	can	help	you	become	a	better	writer.5	Writing	Strengths	You	Need	to	HaveA	writing	strength	is	a	characteristic	of	great	writing	and	it	gives	your	reader	the	impression	you	know	exactly	what	you’re	doing.	You	can	learn	and	develop	writing	skills	so	you	don’t
need	to	worry	about	being	naturally	gifted.You	can	build	your	writing	strengths	before	you	write	so	your	first	draft	has	solid	foundations,	or	you	can	gain	them	over	time	as	you	write.	Don’t	exhaust	yourself	trying	to	make	the	first	draft	perfect;	it’ll	need	editing	later	on.We’ve	picked	five	strengths	we	think	are	the	most	important	when	writing	any
document.	These	skills	are	imperative	for	those	who	want	a	writing	career.Strength	1:	A	Rich	VocabularyOne	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	as	a	writer	is	to	develop	the	number	of	words	you	know.	Therefore,	you’ll	have	a	diverse	word	choice	to	pick	from	when	you’re	writing.You	can	achieve	this	strength	through	reading.	Read	everything	you	can	get
your	hands	on.	It’s	not	enough	to	read	within	your	chosen	genre,	business	area,	or	subject	area.By	learning	new	things	and	opening	your	mind	to	other	writing	categories,	you’ll	develop	a	vivid	imagination,	and	you’ll	have	an	excellent	vocabulary	to	work	with.Learning	new	words	and	concepts	can	also	help	you	reduce	writer’s	block,	which	is	a	bonus
strength	that	will	help	you	achieve	your	goal	of	finishing	writing	projects	more	often.It’s	said	that	only	3%	of	novel	writers	actually	finish	writing	their	novel.	Arming	yourself	with	a	rich	vocabulary	will	help	you	become	one	of	those	3%.If	you	don’t	have	time	for	reading	as	widely,	or	you’re	not	sure	you’ll	be	able	to	remember	so	many	words,	some
writing	apps	have	built-in	thesaurus	features	you	can	use.	Strength	2:	Use	of	Literary	DevicesThere	are	many	literary	devices	writers	can	use	to	keep	their	readers	engaged.	You	might	be	familiar	with	a	few	of	them,	but	if	you	develop	your	knowledge	of	all	of	them,	you’ll	create	variety	in	your	writing	by	having	more	to	choose	from.We	can’t	go	over
every	single	literary	device	you	could	use	in	this	article.	However,	we	have	picked	three	important	ones	you	can	use	to	strengthen	your	writing	straight	away.Foreshadowing	is	the	technique	of	revealing	details	and	clues	for	your	reader	to	give	them	an	idea	of	what	is	coming.	You	can	use	this	in	fiction	writing	to	create	suspense,	excitement,	or
apprehension.	In	business	and	academic	writing,	you	can	mention	something	briefly	that	you	will	go	into	detail	about	later.Metaphors	and	similes	are	ways	to	describe	things	as	though	they	are	something	else	or	compared	to	something	else.	They	are	great	devices	to	use	in	poetry	and	fiction	writing.	You	can	engage	your	reader	with	metaphors	and
similes	by	making	their	mind	work	harder	to	imagine	the	things	you’re	describing.The	opposite	of	using	metaphors	to	describe	something	figuratively	is	using	concrete	imagery	in	your	descriptions.	This	is	where	the	“show,	don’t	tell”	rule	comes	into	play.	You	need	to	show	your	readers	what	you’re	writing	about	through	sensory	details.Strength	3:
Varying	Sentence	LengthsSentence	lengths	are	important	as	they	help	the	flow	of	your	writing	and	contribute	to	its	pacing.	Long	sentences	take	longer	to	read	but	can	include	a	lot	of	information.	Shorter	sentences	can	have	more	impact.If	you	want	to	give	the	reader	a	sense	of	urgency	in	the	pacing	of	your	writing,	use	shorter,	snappier	sentences.
They	can	be	as	short	as	one	word.	Be	careful	when	writing	short	sentences	for	pacing.	You	don’t	want	to	write	an	entire	scene	in	short	sentences	because	your	reader	might	rush	through	without	picking	up	any	details.Longer	sentences	can	comprise	several	clauses	and	even	feature	additional	information	in	brackets	or	between	em	dashes.	They	take
a	while	to	read,	so	do	your	reader	a	favor	and	remember	to	add	punctuation	for	pauses.	Strength	4:	Target	Reader	AwarenessWhen	you	know	who	you	are	writing	for	and	what	they	expect,	you	can	focus	on	achieving	and	exceeding	those	expectations.	This	works	for	creative,	business,	and	academic	writing.	The	ability	to	tailor	your	content	to	the
intended	audience	is	a	mark	of	a	great	writer.If	you’re	working	on	a	creative	writing	project,	such	as	a	novel,	you	need	to	be	aware	of	the	basic	requirements	of	a	novel	and	any	specific	elements	of	your	chosen	genre.	This	could	include	story	length,	number	of	characters,	and	the	amount	of	exposition.For	business	writing,	such	as	sales	emails	and
internal	company	documents,	it’s	important	to	use	the	correct	professional	tone	and	vocabulary	for	your	intended	reader.	You	need	to	ensure	your	writing	is	clear	and	doesn’t	use	too	much	business	jargon	that	could	make	your	reader	lose	interest.When	writing	an	academic	essay	or	thesis,	your	reader	is	likely	to	be	an	examiner	or	a	peer	in	your
academic	field,	so	they	should	understand	the	subject	you’re	writing	about.	This	means	you	can	use	more	technical	language	and	statistics	to	back	up	your	points.	You’ll	also	need	to	use	formal	language.Strength	5:	A	Strong	Writing	VoiceYour	writing	voice	makes	anything	you	write	sound	uniquely	yours.	So	it’s	important	to	work	on	achieving	a
strong,	authoritative	voice	to	make	readers	pay	attention	to	what	you’re	writing	about.Developing	your	writing	voice	is	something	that	takes	time	and	a	lot	of	practice.	Most	writers	start	off	by	emulating	other	writers	to	learn	how	to	write	things	effectively.	Once	you	know	how	to	write	well,	you	can	start	developing	your	own	way	of	doing	it.You	should
adhere	to	the	objective	elements	of	good	writing,	such	as	grammar	and	spelling,	to	avoid	making	mistakes.	You	might	even	have	to	follow	style	guides	for	business	or	academic	writing.	However,	this	doesn’t	mean	you	can’t	break	stylistic	or	optional	writing	rules,	such	as	using	the	Oxford	comma,	to	develop	your	personal	writing	style.When	you’re
writing	with	confidence,	the	reader	will	hear	it.	You’ll	use	phrases	and	details	only	experts	and	enthusiasts	would	know.	Your	writing	will	sound	natural,	like	you’re	talking	to	your	reader	directly.	A	strong	writing	voice	is	one	of	the	most	engaging	parts	of	writing.4	Writing	Weaknesses	to	OvercomeProducing	great	writing	is	tough,	and	there	are
several	weaknesses	you’ll	need	to	overcome	if	you	want	to	create	amazing	pieces	of	writing.	Luckily,	most	weaknesses	only	require	practice	and	some	studying	to	resolve	them.I’ve	highlighted	the	four	most	common	weaknesses	writers	should	work	on.Weakness	1:	Your	Writing	Lacks	SubstanceIf	you	are	trying	to	convince	your	readers	you	know	what
you’re	talking	about,	you	need	to	include	details	that	will	give	them	the	right	impression.For	a	fiction	writer,	it’s	not	enough	to	just	add	extra	details	to	your	descriptions.	You	need	to	create	unique	characters	and	worlds	your	reader	will	want	to	invest	their	time	in.	Even	genre	fiction	readers	want	to	see	a	new	spin	on	tried	and	tested	plot
structures.You	can	always	improve	business	and	academic	writing	with	some	facts	and	statistics.	If	you’ve	got	research	findings,	add	them	where	appropriate.In	essay	writing,	don’t	use	vague	statements	or	general	ideas.	Your	reader	will	believe	your	points	if	you	can	prove	there’s	weight	to	what	you’re	writing.	Make	strong	points	and	back	them	up
with	evidence.	Don’t	forget	to	check	your	references	and	citations.Weakness	2:	Poor	Grammar,	Spelling,	and	PunctuationA	sure-fire	way	to	lose	a	reader’s	attention	is	poor	grammar,	misspelled	words,	and	punctuation	that	skews	the	meaning	of	your	sentence.	Mistakes	make	the	reader	focus	on	the	quality	of	the	writing	rather	than	what	you	are
writing	about.There	are	many	books	and	online	courses	available	for	improving	your	knowledge	of	grammar,	spelling,	and	punctuation.	If	you’re	uncertain	about	a	rule,	you	can	simply	Google	it	to	find	out	more.	Writing	style	guides	are	also	great	places	to	find	grammar	rules.Alternatively,	you	can	use	an	editing	software	to	tighten	up	your	writing
after	you’ve	finished	your	first	draft.	ProWritingAid	is	an	editing	software	that	includes	helpful	tips	and	information	about	the	rules	you	need	to	brush	up	on.	You’ll	learn	by	doing	if	you	edit	your	writing	with	ProWritingAid.ProWritingAid's	AI-powered	spelling	and	grammar	checker	will	help	you	sound	professional	every	time.Weakness	3:	Disorganized
WritingThere	are	structures	and	templates	for	literally	any	piece	of	writing	these	days.	So	there’s	no	excuse	for	writing	that	meanders	from	one	point	to	another	with	no	apparent	connection	between	each	one.	Organized	writing	is	a	must	for	all	writers.Before	you	write	anything,	you	need	to	plan	what	you’re	going	to	write.	This	plan	doesn’t	need	to
be	very	detailed,	but	it	needs	to	have	a	logical	flow	from	one	point	to	the	next.	For	academic	writers,	you’ll	need	to	include	transition	words	to	join	points	and	ideas	together.	Connecting	your	points	with	transition	words	will	keep	your	reader	engaged.Weakness	4:	Lack	of	Focus	on	Writing	ProjectsOne	of	the	biggest	weaknesses	writers	face	is	a	lack	of
focus.	If	you	allow	distractions	to	overwhelm	you	when	you’re	trying	to	write,	it	will	affect	your	writing.Writers	need	to	create	a	suitable	environment	that	will	encourage	creativity.	This	is	different	for	each	person,	but	most	writers	agree	that	a	quiet	room	with	a	desk	and	a	comfy	chair	are	the	minimum	requirements.Another	factor	to	consider	is
whether	you’re	getting	enough	sleep.	Tired	writers	don’t	make	amazing	literature.	First	drafts	might	be	safe	to	complete	when	you’re	sleepy,	but	editing	is	something	you	should	do	when	you’re	alert	and	able	to	check	your	work	for	imperfections.How	ProWritingAid	Can	Help	You	Become	a	Better	WriterAs	I	mentioned	earlier,	ProWritingAid	is	a	piece
of	editing	software	that	will	coach	you	through	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	as	you	make	edits	to	your	writing.	One	of	the	best	things	about	ProWritingAid	is	that	you	can	use	it	at	any	stage	of	your	writing	process.When	you	use	a	ProWritingAid	integration,	you	can	check	for	grammatical	errors	as	you	type	with	the	Realtime	checker.	If	you	hover
your	cursor	over	an	underlined	word	or	phrase,	you’ll	see	a	pop-up	that	will	tell	you	what	improvement	needs	to	be	made,	and	it’ll	give	you	an	option	to	apply	a	pre-generated	improvement.The	Realtime	checker	gives	you	suggestions	to	improve	your	grammar,	spelling,	punctuation,	readability,	and	passive	voice.	If	you	want	to	edit	your	writing
further,	you	can	run	any	of	the	20+	reports	that	will	explore	specific	things,	such	as	your	average	sentence	length	and	the	use	of	sensory	details.Conclusion	on	Writing	Strengths	and	WeaknessesWhile	there	are	many	strengths	that	great	writers	possess,	the	five	strengths	and	four	weaknesses	we’ve	highlighted	in	this	article	are	some	of	the	most
important	ones	to	focus	your	efforts	on	to	begin	with.Remember,	weaknesses	will	undermine	your	hard	work	to	become	a	better	writer.	You’ll	need	to	make	sure	you’re	not	letting	yourself	down	by	making	the	mistakes	we’ve	mentioned	above.ProWritingAid	is	here	to	help	you	with	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing	so	you	can	ensure	your	own
writing	is	perfect	every	time.	Though	it	won’t	tell	you	how	much	sleep	to	get	or	how	to	rearrange	your	writing	environment.	That’s	all	down	to	you.If	you	want	to	become	a	skilled	writer,	give	ProWritingAid	a	try	today.	Understand	the	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	your	writing,	and	you	can	become	your	own	teacher	and	improve	your	writing
skills.Writing	strengths	and	weaknessesDo	you	ever	read	your	content	and	wonder	…Why	is	this	not	better?	But	then	you	struggle	to	decide	what’s	actually	wrong?Being	your	own	writing	teacher	can	feel	like	a	tough	task.After	sweating	over	your	draft,	you	need	to	decide	what’s	good	and	what	needs	improving.	It’s	a	matter	of	tough	love	for	your
favorite	sentences	and	precious	words.	You	have	to	scrap	sections	and	scrub	off	the	dirt	to	communicate	your	message	with	power.But	how	can	you	spot	your	writing	weaknesses	so	you	can	let	your	words	shine?	Become	your	own	writing	teacherRemember	your	favorite	teacher	from	high	school?Be	as	kind	as	she	was,	and	tell	yourself	what	you’re
doing	well	already.	Perhaps	you	write	fantastic	openings,	or	your	word	choice	is	excellent,	or	you	share	super-valuable	tips	and	have	a	wealth	of	experience	to	draw	from.	Remember	to	celebrate	these	writing	strengths.As	a	good	teacher,	you	can’t	be	negative	about	your	own	progress.	It’s	your	task	to	spot	your	weaknesses,	but	also	to	encourage
yourself	to	embrace	your	learning	and	have	fun.Want	to	write	better?	Get	my	best	writing	tips	for	business	here	>	>	>To	improve	your	writing	skills,	you	need	to:Understand	what	makes	writing	good—you	can	do	this	by	creating	your	own	swipe	fileLearn	to	spot	the	weaknesses	in	your	writing—I’ve	listed	the	most	common	weaknesses	belowPractice
fixing	your	weaknesses—that’s	how	your	content	improvesTrying	to	solve	all	problems	in	one	go	creates	a	learning	experience	from	hell.To	make	learning	how	to	write	more	fun,	address	weaknesses	one	by	one.	The	list	below	is	in	order	of	importance.Ready	to	explore?Writing	weakness	#1:	You’re	boring	your	readers	to	tearsWhen	writing	we	can’t
see	our	readers.So,	it’s	easy	to	forget	who	they	are,	and	write	as	if	lecturing	a	faceless	crowd.But	writing	isn’t	a	monologue.	We	write	to	communicate	with	our	readers.	And	when	we	write	to	educate,	entertain	and	inspire,	no	content	is	boring.How	to	spot	whether	you’re	boring	your	readers:If	you	feel	bored	writing	your	content,	then	this	is	a	sign
something	isn’t	working.	Have	you	lost	your	mojo?	Have	you	lost	your	connection	to	an	(imaginary)	reader?Or	perhaps	you	don’t	know	who	your	ideal	reader	is	or	you	don’t	like	them?How	to	turn	this	common	weakness	into	a	strength:Describe	the	person	you’re	writing	for—it	can	be	a	real	or	imaginary	person	Write	down	in	one	sentence	which
specific	problem	your	content	solvesRemember,	when	our	writing	eases	our	reader’s	pain,	solves	their	struggles	and	improves	their	lives,	our	content	can	not	be	boring.Writing	weakness	#2:	Lack	of	focusIt’s	a	common	misunderstanding	that	content	has	to	be	comprehensive	to	be	good.But,	think	about	your	readers	…	how	many	of	them	feel
overwhelmed?	And	would	they	prefer	one	valuable	tip	to	improve	their	life	or	an	in-depth	bible	with	all	do’s	and	don’ts?As	writers,	we	often	feel	insecure.	We	think	we’re	not	good	enough.	We	wonder	what	we	can	do	to	make	our	content	better,	more	valuable,	and	more	extensive.	We	want	to	write	THE	definitive	guide.But	the	idea	that	longer	content
is	always	better	is	wrong.	The	task	of	a	writer	is	not	to	be	more	comprehensive,	but	to	communicate	a	message	and	inspire	a	reader	to	take	action—to	implement	their	advice	or	to	buy	a	product	if	it’s	right	for	them.How	to	spot	this	weakness	in	your	writing:Can	you	distill	the	essence	of	your	content	in	one	sentence?If	you	can’t,	try	this	exercise:Write
down	in	one	sentence	which	problem	your	content	solvesDefine	in	one	sentence	the	“sunny	destination”	of	your	content:	how	does	your	content	make	your	reader’s	life	better?Remember,	your	content	makes	an	impact	when	it	makes	your	reader’s	life	better—even	if	the	improvement	is	tiny.Substance	goes	hand	in	hand	with	having	a	clear	focus	in
your	content.Instead	of	an	article	sprawling	out	into	multiple	directions,	focus	on	one	specific	topic	and	add	more	depth	to	your	argument.	For	instance,	a	personal	story	adds	depth	because	it	can	illustrate	how	you’ve	benefited	from	your	tips;	and	statistics	or	research	results	help	back	up	your	arguments.How	to	spot	whether	your	writing	lacks
substance:Does	your	content	remain	abstract	or	superficial?	Have	you	given	examples	to	make	your	advice	concrete?	And	if	you’re	writing	sales	copy,	do	you	communicate	both	benefits	and	features?Consider	adding	more	substance:A	personal	story,	examples	or	case	studies	to	illustrate	your	key	pointA	metaphor	to	make	your	point	crystal-
clearResearch	results	to	back	up	your	story	with	factsQuotes	from	experts	or	testimonials	to	put	the	spotlight	on	your	key	pointCommon	mistakes	your	readers	should	avoidAnswers	to	questions	readers	are	dithering	aboutSuggestions	on	overcoming	hurdles	that	may	block	readers	from	implementing	your	adviceDrawings	or	graphs	to	add
comprehensionRemember,	substance	is	about	the	depth	of	your	arguments,	not	about	the	length	of	your	article.	It’s	about	the	insight	you	offer	your	readers.	Even	an	email	of	100	words	can	have	substance.	A	nugget	of	wisdom.	A	super-practical	tip.	A	spark	of	inspiration.To	write	substantial	content,	first	find	focus,	then	add	substance.Writing
weakness	#4:	Dodgy	flowContent	that	flows	pulls	readers	smoothly	from	the	first	to	the	last	word,	without	hiccups	and	hurdles.	It’s	about	the	logical	arrangement	of	information	and	stories.An	easy	way	to	think	about	flow	is	to	imagine	yourself	having	a	conversation	with	your	ideal	reader.	Are	you	taking	your	reader	by	the	hand	and	explain	a	problem
step	by	step?	Does	your	sales	page	answer	the	questions	when	they	come	up	in	their	mind?A	sales	page	often	follows	this	structure:What’s	this	page	about—what	problem	does	your	product	solve?What	exactly	does	the	product	or	service	do	and	why	does	it	matter	to	buyers?How	does	it	work?How	do	buyers	know	you’re	legit?What	exactly	is	the	deal?
How	to	buy?If	you’re	unsure	where	to	place	content,	ask	yourself:	When	would	my	reader	ask	this?Blog	posts	work	in	a	similar	way.	Start	with	the	most	important	information:Why	would	the	reader	care	about	your	tips	in	a	post?	What	problem	does	your	article	solve?How	exactly	do	readers	solve	this	problem?How	do	readers	overcome	hurdles	to
implement	your	advice?How	to	spot	a	lack	of	flow	in	your	writing:Read	your	content	at	a	decent	pace	to	determine	the	flow.	When	you	read	fast	enough	you’re	not	bogged	down	by	details	and	it	becomes	easier	to	grasp	the	big	picture:For	every	section,	write	down	which	question	the	content	answers	(or	alternatively,	summarize	in	one	bullet
point)Read	through	the	questions	or	bullet	points—do	they	feel	logical	or	can	you	re-arrange	them	in	a	logical	order?	Can	you	skip	any	sections?Writing	weakness	#5:	Long-winded	sentencesDo	you	find	my	content	easy	to	read?My	trick	is	to	keep	my	sentences	short.At	school,	you	may	have	been	taught	to	write	long,	impressive	sentences.	But	shorter
sentences	are	easier	to	consume	and	make	your	content	more	accessible	to	all.How	to	spot	long-windedness	in	your	writing:	The	Hemingway	app	(the	online	version	is	free)	highlights	long	and	very	long	sentences	in	your	writingMicrosoft	Word	provides	readability	stats,	including	your	average	sentence	lengthSeveral	other	online	tools	measure
readability	stats,	tooTo	reduce	your	average	sentence	length,	chop	the	longest	sentences	in	two	or	three.	Communicate	one	tiny	idea	in	each	sentence,	and	ensure	each	sentence	follows	the	previous	one	logically—don’t	jump	ahead	as	you	may	lose	your	reader.Your	aim	is	not	to	make	every	sentence	as	short	as	possible.	That’s	monotonous	and	tiring
to	read.	So,	vary	long	and	short	sentences,	and	try	keeping	your	average	sentence	length	to	14	words	max.	An	occasional	long	or	very	long	sentence	is	fine.Writing	weakness	#6:	Gobbledygook	and	jargonIn	marketing,	gobbledygook	refers	to	catchphrases	so	overused	they’ve	lost	their	meaning.	And	jargon	are	words	only	insiders	know.Gobbledygook
is	always	wrong	because	they	make	your	content	sound	hyped	up.	In	contrast,	jargon	can	be	fine—as	long	as	your	readers	understand	your	words.How	to	spot	jargon	and	gobbledygook	in	your	writing:	Would	you	use	the	word	in	a	face-to-face	conversation	with	your	ideal	reader?When	you	read	out	your	content,	does	it	sound	like	you?Do	you	write	to
clarify	or	to	impress?Gobbledygook	and	jargon	sneak	into	our	writing	when	we	forget	who	we	are,	when	we	forget	why	we’re	in	business	(to	help!),	and	when	we	write	for	a	faceless	crowd	rather	than	our	favorite	clients.	So,	imagine	yourself	in	a	cozy	cafe	with	your	favorite	client,	and	use	only	the	words	you’d	use	while	drinking	a	beer
together.Writing	weakness	#7:	FluffMeaningless	words	are	fluff—they	weaken	the	impact	of	your	writing.	It’s	like	adding	water	to	wine.	Brrr.	Shiver.Fluffy	words	are	phrases	like	very,	actual,	in	my	opinion,	really,	just.	But	also	verbs	like	to	make,	to	provide,	and	to	add.	These	words	are	fluffy	because	you	can’t	visualize	them.When	you	scrap
meaningless	words	and	focus	on	powerful	phrases,	your	content	becomes	more	concise	and	your	message	becomes	clearer.	Like	good	wine,	it	engages	all	senses.How	to	spot	fluff	in	your	writing:The	key	trick	to	getting	rid	of	fluff	is	counter-intuitive:	Focus	on	meaningful	words	first.	Then	try	to	rewrite	each	sentence	with	as	few	weak	phrases	as
possible.	(Here’s	more	detail	about	this	technique)Many	words	have	some	meaning,	but	aren’t	particularly	strong.	So	don’t	fret	too	long	whether	a	word	is	meaningful	or	not.	Go	with	your	gut	feeling;	it’s	not	an	exact	science.Weakness	#8:	A	bad	sense	of	rhythmRhythm	is	one	of	the	most	underrated	aspects	of	writing.But	readers	can	sense	the	rhythm
in	your	writing—just	like	music	can	guide	your	workout	rate.	Even	when	people	aren’t	reading	your	copy	aloud,	they	can	hear	its	rhythm	because	they	listen	to	their	inner	speech.A	good	rhythm	makes	a	reading	experience	more	pleasurable.How	to	spot	whether	your	content	lacks	rhythm:	Read	your	copy	aloud	(or	use	an	app	to	read	the	content	to
you)	and	listen	to	its	rhythm—do	you	speed	up	and	slow	down?	Do	you	have	natural	pauses?To	make	your	rhythm	more	pleasurable:Vary	sentence	length—mix	long	and	short	sentences,	and	try	a	few	ultra-short	sentences	Pay	attention	to	transition	words—such	as	but,	and,	in	contrast,	for	example—so	readers	go	smoothly	from	one	sentence	to	the
nextHow	to	become	your	own	writing	teacherLet’s	not	pussyfoot	around	it.Improving	your	own	writing	is	a	challenge.When	you	don’t	have	a	teacher	to	cheer	you	on,	it’s	easy	to	feel	down	and	worry	you’ll	never	be	good	enough.So,	remember	to	stop	negative	self-talk,	and	cheer	yourself	on	instead.	Your	writing	journey	should	be	fun.Focus	on	one
weakness	at	a	time.	Start	at	the	top	of	this	list,	and	work	your	way	down—tackle	the	weaknesses	one	by	one.Embrace	your	learning	experience.Treasure	your	writing	moments.And	remember	how	lucky	you	are	to	have	time	to	write	and	improve	your	skills.	Weak-sense	critical	thinkers	ignore	the	flaws	in	their	own	thinking	and	often	seek	to	win	an
argument	through	intellectual	trickery	or	deceit.	Strong-sense	critical	thinkers	strive	to	be	ethical	and	empathize	with	others’	viewpoints.	How	would	you	describe	a	strong-sense	critical	thinker?	Strong-sense	critical	thinking	is	defined	by	a	consistent	pursuit	or	what	is	intellectually	fair	and	just.	Strong-Sense	critical	thinkers	strive	to	be	ethical	and
empathize	with	others’	viewpoints.	They	will	entertain	arguments	with	which	they	do	not	agree	and	change	their	views	when	confronted	with	superior	reasoning.	What	are	some	weaknesses	of	critical	thinking?	Weak	critical	thinking	skills	show	themselves	in	many	ways:	dangerous	and	costly	errors,	repeated	mistakes,	bad	decisions,	failed	systems,
inaction	when	action	is	needed,	the	giving	of	bad	advice,	inaccurate	assumptions,	the	poor	design	of	training	programs,	the	poor	evaluation	of	educational	curricula,	What	are	strongest	thinking	skills?	The	key	critical	thinking	skills	are:	analysis,	interpretation,	inference,	explanation,	self-regulation,	open-mindedness,	and	problem-solving.	How	does
critical	thinking	differ	from	ordinary	thinking?	What’s	the	difference?	Thinking	is	the	mental	process,	the	act	and	the	ability	to	produce	thoughts.	Meanwhile,	critical	thinking	often	means	“thinking	about	thinking.”	In	a	sense,	it	is	a	deeper	form	of	thinking	about	a	particular	issue	or	situation	before	actually	deciding	and	acting.	How	can	you	move	to
having	a	strong	sense	of	critical	thinking?	7	Ways	to	Think	More	Critically	Ask	Basic	Questions.	“The	world	is	complicated.	Question	Basic	Assumptions.	Be	Aware	of	Your	Mental	Processes.	Try	Reversing	Things.	Evaluate	the	Existing	Evidence.	Remember	to	Think	for	Yourself.	Understand	That	No	One	Thinks	Critically	100%	of	the	Time.	How	can	you
tell	if	someone	is	a	critical	thinker?	Strong	critical	thinkers	demonstrate	the	following	characteristics:	inquisitiveness	with	regard	to	a	wide	range	of	issues.	concern	to	become	and	remain	well-informed.	attentive	to	opportunities	to	use	critical	thinking.	self-confidence	in	one’s	own	abilities	to	reason.	open-mindedness	regarding	divergent	world	views.
What	are	5	characteristics	of	critical	thinking?	These	are:	Dispositions:	Critical	thinkers	are	skeptical,	open-minded,	value	fair-mindedness,	respect	evidence	and	reasoning,	respect	clarity	and	precision,	look	at	different	points	of	view,	and	will	change	positions	when	reason	leads	them	to	do	so.	Criteria:	To	think	critically,	must	apply	criteria.	How	does
critical	thinking	differ	from	critical	reading?	We	can	distinguish	between	critical	reading	and	critical	thinking	in	the	following	way:	Critical	reading	is	a	technique	for	discovering	information	and	ideas	within	a	text.	Critical	thinking	is	a	technique	for	evaluating	information	and	ideas,	for	deciding	what	to	accept	and	believe.	What	are	the	five	pillars	of
critical	thinking?	1.	%Introduction	2	2.	%Logic%and%Argumentation	6	3.	%Logic%for%Critical%Thinkers	11	4.	What	are	strengths	and	weakness?	Common	strengths	include	leadership,	communication,	or	writing	skills.	Common	weaknesses	include	a	fear	of	public	speaking,	lack	of	experience	with	software	or	a	program,	or	difficulty	with	taking
criticism.	What	are	some	employee	strengths?	What	are	personal	strengths	and	weaknesses?	Strengths	and	weaknesses	(personality)	Strengths	and	weaknesses	generally	refer	to	a	person’s	character.	Often	a	strength	can	be	a	weakness,	and	vice	versa,	a	weakness	can	be	a	strength.	In	Chinese	philosophy	,	yin	and	yang	(e.g.,	dark	and	light)	are
described	as	complementary	opposites	within	a	greater	whole.	What	are	examples	of	personal	strengths?	Creativity.	Curiosity.	Open-Mindedness.	Love	of	Learning.	Perspective.	Bravery.	Persistence.	Integrity.	Vitality.	Love.	What	is	cognitive	weakness?	Cognitive	Weakness.	One	weakness	of	the	cognitive	approach	is	that	it	is	reductionist.	An	example
of	this	is	that	it	reduces	human	behaviour	down	to	individual	processes	such	as	memory	and	attention.	This	is	a	weakness	because	the	human	is	a	product	of	all	the	processes	working	together	and	not	just	individual	parts.	As	a	writer,	I	always	strive	to	be	better—and	in	some	categories,	the	best.	I	believe	that	understanding	my	writing	strengths	and
weaknesses	helps	me	improve	my	writing	skills	and	become	a	master	of	this	art.	If	one	doesn’t	understand	their	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing,	it	means	they	can’t	genuinely	edit	their	work	and	cannot	pinpoint	areas	that	need	improvement	and	those	that	are	their	strengths.	Constant	self-evaluation	is	the	passe-partout	of	any	practice	or	line	of
work,	but	to	accurately	evaluate	yourself	you	have	to	know	what	you’re	looking	for.	Every	writer	has	strengths	and	weaknesses.	For	example,	you	might	have	a	rich	vocabulary—which	you	efficiently	use—or	showcase	good	usage	of	literary	devices.	Those	two	would	be	called	strengths	in	your	writing.	You	might	also	have	weaknesses	in	your	writing
such	as	lack	of	coherence,	long-winded	sentences,	and	organization.	Let	us	delve	further	into	writing	strengths	and	weaknesses	and	understand	how	you	can	use	your	strengths	and	overcome	your	weaknesses!	It	is	also	important	to	know	and	have	some	particular	strengths	as	a	writer	to	be	more	than	an	ordinary	writer.	Here	are	some	of	those
essential	strengths:	Focus	is	essential	in	almost	everything	you	do.	Without	focus,	you	could	have	the	best	skill	set	and	still	produce	average	work	dues	to	errors	and	complacency.	Every	writer	wants	to	stay	focused,	but	it’s	not	easy.	You	have	to	teach	yourself	to	stay	focused,	whether	it	involves	conditioning	your	body	or	tricking	your	mind.	Do
whatever	is	necessary	and	within	healthy	limits.	When	you	start	writing	and	reading	routinely,	your	body	and	mind	start	responding	to	them	as	the	normal	order	of	your	day.	Enough	sleep	and	a	cup	of	coffee	also	help	you	maintain	focus	during	your	writing	sessions.	And,	get	rid	of	distractions!	Put	down	your	phone,	turn	off	your	Wi-Fi,	and	get	away
from	your	Tele.	Write!	A	focused	woman	writes	in	a	notebook	next	to	her	laptop	and	a	cup	of	coffee.	We	are	not	talking	about	having	a	rich	vocabulary	only,	but	also	using	the	words	expeditiously.	This	diverse	vocabulary	should	make	you	write	pieces	that	are	not	readable	and	make	your	readers	slave	through	their	reading.	So,	you	should	always
make	sure	that	you	choose	(from	this	excellent	vocabulary	and	diverse	word	choice)	the	right	and	unique	choice	of	words	that	would	look	appealing	to	your	readers.	You	have	to	keep	learning	new	words	and	the	correct	usage	of	those	words.	I	hear	a	lot	of	writers—self-published	writers	to	be	specific—say	that	they	don’t	like	reading.	For	them,	writing
is	a	natural	talent	that	doesn’t	need	to	be	nourished	by	reading.	One	thing	they	are	oblivious	of	is	that	without	reading,	they	can’t	understand	what	they	are	doing	wrong,	what	they’re	doing	right,	and	other	things	that	made	other	writers	successful.	A	woman	sits	on	the	wooden	floor,	surrounded	by	books.	These	types	of	writers	put	themselves	in	a
“box.”	By	reading	other	people’s	works,	you	get	to	see	writing	from	different	perspectives	and	you	can	analyze	your	writing,	a	vantage	point	that	helps	you	perfect	your	writing	skills.	You	don’t	even	have	to	buy	these	reading	resources	because	they’re	gazillions	of	blogs,	eBooks,	novels,	and	others	online.	If	whatever	you’re	writing	doesn’t	flow	and
therefore	isn’t	coherent,	it	is	nothing	but	utter	rubbish!	Your	writing	needs	to	show	a	naturally	logical	progression	of	thought	and	must	be	easy	to	read	for	the	intended	audience.	If	the	progression	doesn’t	make	sense	to	your	reader,	then	who	are	you	writing	for?	Your	thoughts	should	be	linked	within	and	between	paragraphs.	The	use	of	transitional
words	facilitates	this	purpose.	Words	such	as	“however,”	“also,”	“yet,”	and	“although,”	among	others	help	you	show	these	transitions.	You	should	aim	at	making	it	easy	for	your	readers	to	navigate	and	read	through	your	content.	Organized	writing	is	an	essential	strength	for	a	writer.	The	way	you	present	your	ideas	in	sentences	and	paragraphs
impacts	the	readability	and	navigability	of	your	content.	Make	sure	your	sentences	are	short	and	your	paragraphs	just	meaty	enough	for	the	ideas	presented	in	them—and	avoid	run-on	sentences.	Your	content	needs	to	have	enough	signposts	and	breaks.	Be	efficient	with	headings	and	subheadings,	and	have	so	many	if	the	information	keeps	changing
from	paragraph	to	paragraph	to	make	it	easy	for	your	readers	to	find	the	right	information	in	your	content.	For	professional	writers,	creativity	is	of	the	greatest	essence.	It	is	even	more	indispensable	for	fiction	writers.	Our	goal	as	writers	is	not	to	bore	our	readers	to	death.	We	always	have	to	think	out	of	the	box	to	craft	pieces	that	will	win	the	hearts
of	the	readers	and	make	them	want	more	of	our	content.	A	good	and	wonderworking—and	sometimes	libertine—imagination	is	necessary	to	craft	unique,	stirring	pieces.	Sometimes,	you	have	to	let	your	imagination	wander	off	and	come	back	with	crazy	and	wild	ideas.	If	you’re	a	fiction	writer,	let	your	imagination	help	you	create	a	unique	world,	with
unique	characters,	using	your	own	nomenclature!	Remember,	there’s	no	single	rule	on	what	kind	of	imagination	is	bad	or	good	in	creative	writing.	There	are	various	ways	of	increasing	one’s	creativity,	but	I	have	discovered	that	I’m	more	creative	when	I	take	time	to	appreciate	other	pieces	of	art	before	I	start	writing.	Before	I	write	I	listen	to	some
music,	read	poetry,	or	just	look	at	a	painting.	It’s	not	for	everyone,	but	it	works	for	me!	A	creativity	mind	map.	Your	writing	should	be	as	clear	as	a	summer	day,	as	lucid	as	you	can	make	it.	This	element	goes	hand	in	hand	with	the	organized	writing	I	discussed	in	strength	number	4,	your	writing	should	be	clear	enough	for	your	readers	to	grasp	and
appreciate	the	ideas	in	your	content	quickly.	For	blogs,	newspaper	articles,	and	magazine	pieces,	writing	chunky	paragraphs	is—for	lack	of	a	word—taboo.	You	should	always	be	conservative	with	the	size	of	your	paragraph	and	be	straightforward	with	your	explanations.	Just	make	your	writing	simple	but	comprehensible.	One	thing	all	successful
writers	have	in	common	is	a	unique	style.	For	example,	when	you	read	anything	by	Dr.	Seuss,	you	understand	that	his	style	involved	the	use	of	mirthful	new	words.	The	best	writers	write	using	a	distinguished	voice	or	style.	You	have	to	discover	your	writing	style—and	for	many,	it	just	happens	naturally	and	in	some	cases,	it’s	the	readers	or	critics	that
notice	the	uniqueness	of	the	writer.	We	write	because	it’s	our	passion,	but	if	we	think	about	it,	that	is	rarely	the	sole	reason	for	writing	and	publishing	our	work.	We	want	our	audience	to	love	our	content	or	appreciate	the	message	in	it.	So,	it’s	all	about	our	interests,	but	also	the	needs	of	our	audience.	If	you	want	to	make	your	audience	happy,	you
have	to	know	what	they	like	first.	Dr.	Seuss	understood	what	kids	want	to	read	and	what	characters	would	work	well	with	a	young	audience.	If	you’re	writing	on	a	tech-related	topic,	tech	experts	and	geeks	like;	likewise,	if	you’re	about	MLS,	know	what	soccer	fans	like.	Armed	with	that	knowledge,	you	can	craft	pieces	that	strike	a	chord	with	your
target	audience,	leading	to	the	success	of	those	pieces.	You	might	be	a	yeasty	writer	with	much-needed	experience,	but	if	your	writing	lacks	substance,	it’s	bound	to	run	into	negative	reviews,	and	hence	it	is	going	to	be	less	impactful!	This	is	especially	crucial	for	nonfiction	content,	if	your	writing	straggles	and	wanders	all	over	the	place,	your	content
will	be	shallow.	For	your	content	to	have	depth,	you	have	to	concentrate	on	one	particular	argument	at	a	time.	And,	to	give	your	argument	more	depth,	give	supporting	points	and	sprinkle	some	stats	here	and	there.	How	do	you	deal	with	the	lack	of	substance	in	your	writing?	Here	are	some	tips:	Focus	on	the	depth	of	your	arguments	rather	than	the
length	of	your	article	(you	could	have	a	cherry-sized	paragraph	that	is	more	insightful	than	a	chunky	paragraph).	Use	literary	devices	to	make	your	arguments	more	perspicuous.	Use	stats,	case	studies,	or	research	findings	to	further	exemplify	your	key	arguments	(use	infographics	where	necessary).	Your	content	should	answer	questions	relevant	to
the	topic.	Offer	tips	to	readers.	Among	the	8	strengths	that	I	explained	in	the	previous	section	was	understanding	your	audience.	If	you	don’t	understand	your	audience	or	ignore	them	when	writing,	you	end	up	communicating	with	nobody.	It’s	like	you’re	speaking	to	yourself,	in	a	big	hall!	As	said	in	the	previous	section,	we	write	to	touch	our	audience
in	some	way;	whether	we	want	them	to	laugh,	inspire	them,	inform	them,	or	educate	them.	It	is	a	terrible	idea	to	think	that	you	write	for	yourself!	If	that’s	the	case,	why	don’t	you	just	hang	your	content	on	your	wall?	Here	are	some	tips	for	polishing	draggy	content:	Understand	who	you’re	writing	for	and	write	for	them.	It	doesn’t	matter	who	(it	could
be	you,	your	imaginary	friends,	anybody!).	Write	to	solve	the	audience’s	problems.	Your	writing	should	be	a	solution	to	your	reader’s	pain,	personal	struggles,	and	it	should	also	improve	their	lives	in	some	way.	It’s	critical	to	know	who	your	audience	is,	not	as	a	concept,	but	as	real	people	with	whom	you’re	having	a	conversation.	Ignore	the	importance
of	rhythm	at	your	peril.	In	truth,	writing	cannot	entertain	without	rhythm,	especially	creative	writing.	Just	like	in	music,	rhythm	steers	writing	and	acts	as	a	guide	for	the	reader.	Readers	can	feel	your	writing’s	rhythm	and	that	alone	can	be	stimulating	(that	is	if	your	writing	has	rhythm).	If	your	content	lacks	rhythm	the	pace	seems	invariable,	it
neither	speeds	up	nor	slows	down.	The	content	also	seems	to	lack	a	lot	of	natural	pauses.	This	is	how	you	can	improve	it:	While	paying	attention	to	context,	mix	up	your	sentence	lengths;	a	long	one	here,	a	short	there.	Use	transition	words	to	maneuver	the	passage	from	sentence	to	sentence	and	paragraph	to	paragraph.	Imagine	listening	to	a	5-year-
old	talk	about	all	the	wonderful	things	she	experienced	during	the	day:	school,	her	cousin’s	weird	laughter,	the	dog’s	thievery.	Unloading	all	that	without	any	logical	arrangement	of	information.	None,	at	all!	I’d	have	said	that	that’s	how	your	readers	feel,	but	they	are	not	listening	to	an	adorable	5-year-old,	are	they?	They’re	looking	at	a	piece	of
writing—written	by	a	supposedly	mature	individual—that’s	full	of	hiccups	and	abrupt	endings.	Your	writing	needs	to	be	structured	to	unload	information	step	by	step.	Your	readers	need	to	know	that	from	A,	they	go	to	B.	They	need	to	know	this	is	because	of	that,	and	this	and	that	are	related.	Your	content	has	to	answer	your	readers’	questions,	give
tips	the	reader	would	care	about,	and	have	contextual	solutions.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	improving	flow	in	your	writing:	Go	through	your	main	points	and	ascertain	whether	they	feel	logical.	If	they	aren’t,	re-organize	them	in	a	logical	order	or	start	all	over	again.	Look	at	the	questions	your	content	is	answering	and	For	every	section,	write	down	which
question	the	content	answers	(or	summarize	in	one	bullet	point)	When	editing,	slowly	survey	the	content	for	inconsistencies.	There	are	little	details	you	could	miss	if	you	read	fast.	Nobody	is	perfect.	We	all	have	weaknesses.	But,	some	of	these	writing	weaknesses	can	be	turned	into	strengths.	As	a	writer,	how	can	you	improve	your	writing?	Ask	for
help.	You	can	strengthen	your	writing	skills	on	your	own	(no	doubt	about	it),	but	it’s	a	lot	less	tedious	when	you	reach	out	to	other	writers	to	help	identify	your	weak	areas	and	offer	other	insights.	Read.	Not	only	will	you	get	an	education	from	books	and	publications,	but	you’ll	also	find	inspiration.	Persevere.	Perseverance	can	help	you	deal	with
problems	such	as	writer’s	block.	It	is	also	perseverance	that	will	see	you	through	periods	during	which	you’re	suffering	from	imposter	syndrome.	To	be	a	better	writer,	you’ve	got	to	know	which	areas	to	strengthen	and	which	weaknesses	to	overcome.		You’ll—in	abundance—focus,	perseverance,	creativity,	and	a	lot	of	humility.	It	will	be	laborious	work
but	worth	every	joule	expended	and	every	second	used.	You	have	got	to	believe	in	yourself	as	a	writer,	but	don’t	let	your	confidence	blind	you—there	will	always	be	something	that	your	writing	is	missing.	All	writers,	whether	you’ve	written	one	story	or	one	hundred,	have	strengths.	We	also	have	our	weaknesses.Think	about	superheroes:	even	the
strongest,	most	badass	heroes	have	their	weaknesses,	whether	it’s	a	secret	identity	or	a	hunk	of	space	rock.	As	a	writer,	your	weaknesses	might	be	anything,	from	backstory,	to	description,	to	perspective	(all	Core	Concepts	you	can	practice	writing	during	our	Writer’s	Games!).	In	time,	you	can	adapt	to	these	weaknesses,	and	even	overcome	them.	It
all	starts,	though,	with	simple	awareness.To	help	you	better	understand	your	writing	strengths	and	weaknesses,	we’re	going	to	walk	through	three	common	stages	most	writers	will	occupy	when	learning	and	improving	their	craft:Stage	1	–	Unconsciously	unskilledStage	2	–	Consciously	unskilledStage	3	–	Consciously	skilledInstead	of	simply	explaining
each	stage,	though,	I	want	to	explore	how	to	move	through	them	effectively.	Let’s	pull	back	the	mask,	build	up	that	kryptonite	tolerance,	and	strengthen	our	writing,	one	step	at	a	time.Step	1:	Just	write	(and	read)Whenever	you	decide	to	learn	something	new,	you	start	out	as	unconsciously	unskilled.	You	don’t	know	what’s	good	or	bad,	so	you	won’t
know	what	you’re	good	or	bad	at.	Writing	is	a	unique	skill	to	build:	we’re	all	taught	to	write	in	school	(academically,	at	least),	and	have	been	assigned	to	read	books	by	writers	who	have	mastered	their	craft.	But	writing	is	an	act	of	constant	discovery;	there	will	always	be	aspects	you’re	unfamiliar	with,	or	skills	you	can’t	articulate.	That	is,	until	you
start	writing	with	the	intention	to	learn.	This	is	the	experimental	stage,	when	you	write	freely	to	simply	find	out	what	you	can	do.	You	won’t	know	what	aspects	of	writing	come	naturally	to	you	or	what	is	(currently)	out	of	your	reach	if	you	don’t	actually	write,	and	write	a	lot.	Write	anything.	Remember	that	scene	where	Spider-Man	jumps	off	a	roof	to
test	his	new	powers?	It’s	like	that	(but	without	the	web-slinging	abilities,	unfortunately).In	addition	to	writing,	reading	can	help	you	better	understand	what	skills	to	build	and	how.	Read	with	a	writer’s	mind;	ask	yourself	why	an	author	chose	to	include	that	image	of	a	sunset,	or	why	they	described	it	as	shocking	instead	of	peaceful.	Consider	also
reading:	Writing	craft	books	–	Craft	books	sometimes	get	a	bad	rap	as	they	can	cause	writers	to	procrastinate	writing	by	thinking	about	writing.	But	when	you’re	first	learning,	these	books	can	teach	you	the	essential	elements	of	story	writing,	like	plot,	structure,	character	development,	and	more.	Remember,	crafts	books	are	guidelines,	starting	points
—don’t	let	them	replace	the	act	of	actually	writing.	A	single	author’s	bibliography	–	Tracing	a	writer’s	development	from	their	early	work	to	their	latest	can	give	you	a	unique	look	at	the	learning	process.	Remember,	though,	that	every	writer’s	learning	journey	will	differ.	Follow	your	path	where	it	takes	you.	Books	you’ve	already	read	–	Not	everyone
likes	to	reread	books	(me	included).	But	you	can	pick	out	and	analyze	important	writing	elements	with	more	acuity	than	on	the	first	read.	For	example,	I’ve	read	The	Turn	of	the	Screw	three	times	now,	and	I	still	find	new	details	that	I	never	noticed	before.	Let	yourself	become	an	expert;	memorize	every	turn	(ha	ha).	If	you	write	and	read	consistently,
it	won’t	take	long	to	gain	skill	consciousness.	That’s	step	one.	Step	2:	Identifying	(and	accepting)	your	writing	strengths	and	weaknessesWhen	you	first	started	writing,	did	you	ever	feel	like	your	skills	actually	got	worse	the	more	consistently	you	wrote?	You	almost	certainly	weren’t	writing	any	worse	than	before,	but	as	you	wrote	more,	you	became
more	aware	of	your	writing	weaknesses.	Despite	how	it	seems,	this	is	a	sign	of	improvement.		At	this	stage	of	learning	to	write,	you’re	what’s	known	as	consciously	unskilled.	By	writing	more,	you	can	now	better	identify	your	weak	spots	and	areas	for	improvement.	This	is	arguably	the	most	frustrating	part	of	building	up	your	writing	skills—you	know
what	you	need	to	improve	on,	but	you’re	not	there	yet.	This	concept	blew	my	mind	when	I	first	learned	about	it.	Because	yeah,	I	kind	of	thought	the	speculative	fiction	stories	I	wrote	in	middle	and	high	school	were	going	to	make	me	the	savior	of	writing.	But	then,	my	junior	year,	I	attended	a	three-day	young	writer's	conference,	and	I	had	a	realization
that	most	writers	have	early	on	in	their	practice:	I’m	not	the	best	writer	ever.	It’s	not	that	I	wasn’t	good—I	wouldn’t	have	gotten	into	the	conference	otherwise—but	I	was	surrounded	by	other	students,	either	my	age	or	even	younger,	who	were	even	better	than	I	was.	Suddenly,	I	could	see	the	flaws	in	my	writing:	my	sentences	were	unvaried,	and	most
began	with	a	subject;	I	avoided	writing	plot	like	I	was	swerving	around	potholes	in	the	road;	my	imagery	was	detailed	but	lacked	deeper	meaning.	I	had	a	lot	to	work	on.		Accepting	your	writing	weaknesses	is	not	accepting	defeat—it’s	just	acknowledging	where	you’re	currently	at	in	your	writing	practice.	Once	you	know	your	weaknesses	and	accept
them	for	what	they	are,	you	can	take	action	to	improve	on	them,	instead	of	ignoring	or	avoiding	them.	That	writer’s	conference	pushed	me	to	confront	my	weaknesses—and	it	motivated	me	to	improve	unlike	anything	ever	had.	Step	3:	Learn—and	practiceAfter	you	become	aware	of	your	skills,	you	can	start	playing	to	your	strengths	and	overcoming
your	weaknesses	to	become	consciously	skilled.	We’ve	already	discussed	the	power	of	reading	and	writing,	but	there’s	another	resource	you	can	tap	into	to	strengthen	your	skills:	a	strong	writing	community.	It’s	a	common	misconception	that	all	writers	are	introverted	and	wholly	independent.	In	reality,	I	believe	we	crave	meaningful	conversations
and	connections	with	other	writers.	Writing	communities	are	valuable	for	a	variety	of	reasons;	you	can:Bounce	potential	plot	points,	character	arcs,	and	other	ideas	off	of	writers	with	different	strengthsConnect	with	beta	readers	that	can	point	out	weaknesses	in	your	work	and	help	you	improve	themFind	people	offering	editing	services	that	can	help
you	shape	your	work	during	any	stage	off	the	writing	processWriters	of	all	skill	sets	can	benefit	from	joining	a	writing	community,	but	new	and	developing	writers	often	have	the	most	to	gain.	And	fortunately,	writing	communities	are	easier	to	find	than	ever.	At	the	Writer’s	Workout,	you	can	join	our	Discord	server	which	has	several	channels
dedicated	to	helping	you	grow	as	a	writer,	including:A	feedback	channel,	where	you	can	ask	other	writers	for	feedback	(and	offer	your	own)A	services	channel,	where	you	can	find	beta	readers,	editors,	proofreaders,	and	more	(or	offer	your	own	writing	services!)Several	genre-specific	channels	for	advice	from	fellow	genre	writersIn	the	end,	it	all
comes	back	to	writing.	You	will	always	improve	by	writing	freely,	but	if	you	want	a	more	direct	approach	to	strengthening	your	skills,	try	practicing	intentionally.	Think	of	it	as	your	superhero	training	montage.	Here	are	a	few	common	practice	strategies:Do	writing	exercises	–	You	can	find	exercises	online,	or	you	can	design	your	own	and	tailor	them
to	the	specific	skills	you	want	to	improve.	If	you	struggle	with	non-visual	descriptions,	write	a	scene	with	your	characters	in	a	completely	dark	room.	Or	write	a	complete	story	using	only	dialogue.	While	the	writing	from	these	exercises	won’t	necessarily	make	it	into	your	actual	work,	you’ll	be	surprised	by	how	much	they	can	enhance	it.	You	might
even	discover	an	idea	for	a	new	story	or	character!	Try	rewriting	old	work	–	As	cringey	or	painful	as	it	might	be	to	read	your	old	work,	you	can	learn	a	lot	from	it.	Refresh	your	memory	on	the	characters	and	plot	points,	then	tuck	the	story	away	and	rewrite	it	from	scratch,	using	your	new	skills.	Who	knows,	you	might	fall	in	love	with	it	once
more.	Participate	in	writing	contests	and	competitions	–	Writing	competitions	put	your	skills	to	the	test—and	they’re	a	lot	of	fun,	too.	The	Writer’s	Games	are	intentionally	designed	to	help	you	improve	your	skills	by	offering	you	detailed	feedback	on	your	entries.	Find	a	long	list	of	contests	here!Achieving	conscious	skill	takes	time,	energy,	and	drive.
Luckily,	here	at	The	Writer’s	Workout,	you	have	a	whole	community	of	fellow	writers	cheering	you	on.	Step	4:	Stay	conscious	of	your	weaknesses—and	share	your	strengthsThere’s	technically	a	4th	stage	of	learning	to	write:	unconsciously	skilled.	That’s	when	writing	comes	so	naturally	to	you	that	you	don’t	realize	just	how	strong	you	are.	While	this
might	sound	like	winning	the	writer’s	lottery,	I	think	there’s	value	in	staying	conscious	of	your	writing	skills.	For	one,	the	stages	of	learning	aren’t	always	linear.	You	may	move	between	feeling	consciously	skilled	and	unskilled,	or	you	might	feel	consciously	skilled	at	one	aspect	of	writing—dialogue,	for	example—but	still	be	unconsciously	unskilled	at
others,	like	foreshadowing.	By	actively	considering	both	your	strengths	and	your	weaknesses,	you	can	continue	to	improve.	(And	yes,	you	can	still	make	your	strengths	even	stronger!)	Staying	conscious	of	your	skills	also	makes	you	a	better	community	member.	You’ll	be	able	to	more	effectively	share	your	writing	strengths	with	others	to	help	them
improve	and	perfect	their	work,	just	like	the	writing	mentors	in	your	community	did	for	you.	Remember—the	world	grows	a	little	brighter	with	each	amazing	piece	of	writing	it	gains.	Make	it	shine.	Lindsey	has	a	BA	in	English	and	creative	writing	from	Brandeis	University	and	recently	completed	the	Columbia	Publishing	Course,	nicknamed	the	"West
Point	of	publishing."	She	loves	writing	short	stories	and	has	more	recently	taken	an	interest	in	writing	poetry.	For	three	years	she	was	an	Editor-in-Chief	for	her	school	literary	magazine,	Laurel	Moon.	You	can	usually	find	her	reading,	crocheting,	or	bothering	her	cat,	Sister.	She	hopes	to	be	a	writer	and	an	editor	in	the	future	to	continue	to	help
others	improve	their	work.	Strengths	in	writing	|	Image	by	AuthorOne	of	the	best	skills	of	a	great	writer	is	that	they	know	their	strengths	in	writing,	and	they	know	in	which	field	they	are	weak.With	this	knowledge,	they	can	craft	their	work	better	than	anyone	else.	They	know	how	to	turn	a	draft	into	a	perfect	piece	of	writing.I	love	to	write.	It	is	one	of
my	side	passions	and	as	a	student,	I	always	try	to	write	whenever	I	get	the	time.	I	have	been	writing	online	for	about	4	years	now	and	I’m	committed	to	making	myself	a	better	writer.With	my	experience	of	4	years	of	constant	writing,	I	discovered	many	things	that	may	help	a	writer	find	their	true	potential	of	becoming	a	great	writer.	I	still	consider
myself	relatively	new	and	I’m	still	learning	many	new	things	as	I	continue	to	write	more	and	more.Nowadays,	there	is	an	ongoing	debate	that	AI	will	take	over	the	writing	industry.	That’s	why	it’s	more	important	to	find	out	your	strengths	as	a	writer	and	also	your	weaknesses	as	a	writer.Finding	out	my	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing	has	helped
me	understand	what	I	write	better,	and	it	helped	me	improve	my	writing	skills	overall.If	a	writer	doesn’t	know	their	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing,	they	won’t	be	able	to	understand	how	to	edit	their	work	or	where	to	make	improvements	in	their	own	writing.So,	in	this	article,	I’m	going	to	discuss	the	strengths	in	writing	of	a	good	writer.
Additionally,	you	will	also	find	out	the	weaknesses	and	how	to	overcome	them.Everyone	has	their	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	the	field	they	work	in.	Similarly,	every	writer	has	some	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	their	writing.	For	instance,	a	good	strength	in	writing	can	be	being	able	to	create	clear,	compelling,	and	engaging	content	that	resonates
with	your	audience.	You	may	have	a	good	vocabulary	and	using	this	advantage	you	can	craft	better	writing	than	others.You	may	also	have	weaknesses	in	your	writing	such	as,	not	being	able	to	revise	your	work	thoroughly	and	not	being	able	to	find	out	where	to	make	edits	to	improve	your	writing.	You	may	procrastinate	while	writing,	which	is	a
common	issue	for	many	writers—even	I	suffer	from	this.	But	don’t	worry	there	are	many	ways	to	overcome	these	weaknesses	and	with	enough	practice,	it’s	possible	to	completely	overcome	these	limitations	of	writing.With	this	out	of	the	way,	let’s	dive	further	into	today’s	topic—strengths	and	weaknesses	in	writing.By	the	end	of	this	article,	you	will
have	a	better	understanding	of	your	own	writing	abilities	and	be	better	equipped	to	improve	your	writing	skills.	Enjoy!I	always	strive	to	improve	and	gain	experience	as	a	writer.	With	time,	I’ve	been	able	to	find	out	my	own	strengths	as	a	writer,	which	has	improved	my	writing	significantly.Here	are	the	9	strengths	in	writing:Originality	is	one	of	the
most	important	strengths	in	writing.	It	is	the	ability	to	come	up	with	new	and	unique	ideas	that	make	their	writing	stand	out.	Being	original	about	your	writing	makes	you	more	believable	and	thus	helps	strengthen	your	relationship	with	the	reader.	As	a	result,	their	work	often	captures	the	reader’s	attention.	This	will	make	readers	come	back	to	read
your	content	more	and	more.One	of	the	key	ways	that	good	writers	achieve	originality	is	by	being	open-minded	and	being	their	own	selves.	They	are	always	looking	for	new	information	and	new	perspectives,	and	are	not	afraid	to	explore	uncharted	territory	in	their	writing.They	can	see	the	connections	between	different	ideas	and	concepts.	They	can
use	these	connections	to	develop	new	and	original	perspectives.Good	writers	have	a	distinct	writing	style	that	sets	them	apart	from	others.	They	are	able	to	use	their	own	experiences,	observations,	and	emotions	to	create	writing	that	is	personal	and	authentic.In	short,	originality	is	an	essential	strength	for	any	good	writer.	It	allows	them	to	stand	out
from	the	crowd,	capture	the	reader’s	attention,	and	create	writing	that	is	truly	unique.Photo	from	Pexels.comBeing	focused	is	also	a	must-have	ability	of	a	good	writer.	Good	writers	have	the	ability	to	focus	their	attention	on	the	task	at	hand,	even	when	there	are	distractions	around	them.You	know	this	can	be	hard	for	beginner	writers.	Oftentimes,
when	you	are	new	to	writing,	you	will	lose	focus	while	writing	and	words	won’t	come	naturally	while	writing—I’ve	been	there.When	I	was	at	the	beginning	of	my	writing	career,	I	used	to	lose	focus	because	of	the	silliest	thing	possible.	But	as	time	went	on,	I	became	more	experienced	and	was	able	to	focus	more	while	writing.One	way	of	achieving	more
focus	is	to	turn	off	distractions	such	as	social	media,	notifications,	and	other	external	factors.	This	way	you	can	focus	more	on	the	task	at	hand	and	maintain	your	concentration	for	extended	periods	of	time.If	you	are	more	focused	you	will	make	fewer	mistakes	while	writing.	This	will	help	you	to	produce	high-quality	work	that	is	free	of	errors	and
typos.	Thus	resulting	in	more	content	in	less	time.This	is	not	as	simple	as	it	sounds.	Most	beginner	writers	fail	to	achieve	this.	You	know,	nobody	will	read	your	writing	if	you	are	just	being	factual	and	boring.	While	explaining	a	topic	be	more	engaging	with	your	readers	and	provide	them	examples	so	they	can	better	understand	the	topic	you	are
explaining.Good	writers	understand	the	importance	of	tailoring	their	writing	to	their	audience	and	adapting	their	style	accordingly.	Just	be	simple	and	use	direct	language.	You	don’t	need	to	be	over-scientific.	Avoid	using	technical	terms	that	may	confuse	your	readers.Use	things	like	headings,	subheadings,	bullet	points,	and	other	formatting	tools	to
help	guide	the	reader	through	your	writing.	Always	remember	to	use	small	paragraphs	containing	two	or	three	lines.	This	will	make	your	content	more	readable.This	ability	helps	a	writer	connect	with	their	audience	and	produce	writing	that	is	accessible,	engaging,	and	effective.Photo	from	Pexels.comI	know,	I	know—you’ve	probably	heard	this	a
dozen	times.	But	believe	me,	if	you	don’t	have	a	passion	for	reading,	you	probably	won’t	go	too	far	in	your	writing	career.	This	is	a	must-have	strength	of	a	good	writer.I	love	to	read.	I	always	learn	from	other	creative	writers	and	their	writing	styles.	When	I	started	writing	for	Medium,	I	started	by	reading	other	great	articles.	This	helped	me
understand	how	a	better	writer	writes	for	their	audience.You	know	reading	will	help	you	find	inspiration	from	the	writing	of	others.	This	will	help	you	develop	the	ability	to	analyze	and	understand	the	writing	of	others.Reading	will	help	you	identify	the	techniques	and	styles	that	other	writers	use	to	create	effective	and	engaging	writing.	You	can	then
apply	these	techniques	and	styles	to	your	own	writing,	creating	writing	that	is	polished,	well-written,	and	effective.Photo	from	Pexels.comI’ve	always	said	this	to	beginner	writers	and	I	will	keep	repeating	it.	Researching	is	the	single	best	way	to	earn	the	trust	of	your	readers.	If	you	don’t	have	data	in	your	writing	why	would	anyone	trust	you?At	least
do	some	research	before	writing,	if	you	can’t	generate	data	by	doing	your	experiments—no	worries,	use	other	people’s	research	and	properly	cite	them	in	your	article.	This	will	help	you	gain	more	trust	and	make	your	writing	more	believable	because	it	has	actual	real	data.If	you	learn	the	ability	to	conduct	thorough	research	and	gather	information
that	is	relevant	to	your	topic,	you	will	be	a	better	writer	in	no	time.One	of	the	key	ways	that	good	writers	conduct	research	is	by	using	a	variety	of	different	sources.	They	understand	that	different	types	of	sources	provide	different	types	of	information,	and	they	use	a	range	of	primary	and	secondary	sources	to	gather	the	information	they	need.Books,
articles,	academic	papers,	interviews,	online	resources,	and	many	other	things	may	come	in	handy	while	researching	and	writing	your	piece.Better	writers	always	set	goals	before	starting	their	writing.	Good	writers	understand	that	setting	goals	helps	them	to	stay	on	track	and	focused	on	their	writing,	which	ultimately	improves	the	quality	of	their
work.Many	intermediate	writers	also	set	timelines	for	their	goals,	they	understand	that	setting	a	deadline	for	a	goal	will	help	them	to	stay	focused	and	motivated.	They	set	deadlines	for	different	milestones	of	the	writing	process	and	make	sure	to	stick	to	them.However,	they	don’t	set	goals	that	are	very	broad.	They	understand	that	setting	a	goal	such
as	“I	want	to	write	a	book”	is	too	broad	and	does	not	provide	enough	direction.Instead,	they	set	specific	goals	like	“I	want	to	write	a	fiction	novel	of	at	least	90,000	words	in	the	next	6	months,	and	I	will	write	about	500	words	every	day	to	achieve	this	goal”	This	is	measurable,	specific,	and	achievable.Good	writers	understand	the	power	of	words	and
the	impact	they	can	have	on	the	reader’s	understanding	and	perception	of	the	writing.Good	writers	understand	the	power	of	descriptive	language	to	create	vivid	images	in	the	reader’s	mind	and	to	convey	emotion.	They	use	descriptive	words	and	phrases	to	create	detailed	imagery	and	to	make	their	writing	more	engaging	and	interesting.Good	writers
also	understand	the	importance	of	appropriate	word	choice	for	the	audience	and	the	purpose	of	the	writing.	They	use	formal	language	for	academic	writing	and	more	casual	language	for	blog	posts	for	example.Simply	a	passion	for	reading	and	exposing	yourself	to	different	forms	of	writing	will	go	a	long	way	to	help	you	achieve	this	strength	as	a
writer.	Reading	more	will	help	you	to	learn	new	words	and	phrases	and	to	expand	your	vocabulary.As	a	writer,	you	will	want	to	have	the	ability	to	identify	the	audience’s	needs,	preferences,	and	emotions,	and	to	use	this	understanding	to	create	writing	that	resonates	with	them.This	will	help	you	to	achieve	a	more	engaged	audience	and	help	you	make
your	branding	in	writing.Good	writers	understand	the	importance	of	using	emotions	in	their	writing.	They	understand	that	emotions	can	be	a	powerful	tool	to	connect	with	the	audience	and	to	make	their	writing	more	engaging.They	are	able	to	connect	with	their	readers	on	a	deeper	level,	which	makes	their	writing	more	impactful	and
meaningful.Using	words	and	phrases	that	evoke	emotions,	such	as	joy,	fear,	anger,	and	sadness	creates	an	emotional	connection	with	the	audience.This	can	be	very	difficult	to	achieve	as	a	beginner	writer,	but	it	will	become	easier	as	you	gain	more	experience	in	writing.Photo	from	Pexels.comWe	have	come	to	the	final	point	of	today’s	topic,	which	is
better	creativity.	Good	writers	are	creative.	They	understand	that	writing	is	not	just	about	putting	words	on	a	page,	but	about	using	those	words	to	create	something	truly	unique	and	special.They	have	the	ability	to	think	outside	the	box,	come	up	with	new	and	interesting	ideas,	and	take	their	writing	in	unexpected	and	exciting	directions.Better	writers
can	use	their	creativity	and	imagination	and	use	it	to	create	writing	that	is	truly	original	and	memorable.You	will	have	to	see	things	differently	as	a	writer.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	challenge	conventions,	and	explore	new	and	unconventional	ideas	in	your	writing.	This	will	help	you	be	more	unique	and	creative.However,	don’t	try	to	overdo	it	as	it	can
sometimes	cause	you	to	lose	your	personal	voice	and	originality	in	your	content,	just	try	to	sound	as	natural	and	original	as	possible	while	exploring	new	ideas.There	are	a	few	ways	to	identify	your	strengths	in	your	writing.	I’ve	gathered	some	of	them	here:Try	to	take	some	time	to	think	about	your	writing	and	the	writing	process.	Find	out	what	you
enjoy	about	writing	and	what	comes	naturally	to	you.	Think	about	what	topic	is	easy	and	what	topic	is	difficult	for	you.Ask	for	feedback	from	others	on	your	writing.	Look	for	patterns	in	the	feedback	you	receive,	and	pay	attention	to	what	people	compliment	you	on.Keep	a	journal	of	your	writing	process.	Whenever	you	get	the	time,	just	write	down
your	thoughts,	ideas,	and	what	you	found	easy	or	difficult	about	your	writing.	Review	your	journal	regularly	to	see	if	you	can	identify	any	patterns	or	strengths.Experiment	with	different	forms	of	writing	such	as	poetry,	fiction,	non-fiction,	and	journalism.	With	this,	you	can	identify	what	type	of	writing	you	are	better	at	and	what	you	enjoy	the
most.People	have	their	own	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	every	field	of	work.	Same	for	the	writers	as	well.	Just	like	identifying	strengths,	identifying	weaknesses	in	writing	is	an	important	step	in	improving	your	craft.	I’ve	gathered	some	of	the	weaknesses	in	writing.However,	in	this	article,	I’ll	just	mention	the	weaknesses	and	not	describe	them	in
detail.	I	may	write	another	article	about	the	weaknesses	in	writing	later.	Here	are	some	of	the	weaknesses	in	writing:Lack	of	focus.Difficulty	organizing	thoughts	and	ideas	logically	and	coherently.Difficulty	using	descriptive	language.Not	conducting	thorough	research	and	incorporating	information	into	the	writing.Lack	of	editing	and	revising	after
writing	your	content.You	may	have	weaknesses	in	your	writing.	But	there	are	ways	to	overcome	these	weaknesses	as	well.	To	be	a	better	writer,	it’s	important	to	identify	and	overcome	your	weaknesses	in	writing.	Here	are	some	ways	you	can	overcome	them	and	take	a	step	closer	to	becoming	a	better	writer:Regular	practice	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to
improve	your	writing	skills.	The	more	you	write,	the	more	you	will	become	familiar	with	your	weaknesses	and	will	be	able	to	work	on	them.You	will	easily	understand	your	limits	as	a	writer	and	what	to	do	to	improve.I	can’t	stress	this	enough.	Reading	is	really	very	essential	part	of	becoming	a	better	writer.	If	you	read	articles	and	books	by	great
writers	you	will	understand	what	I’m	talking	about.This	will	also	help	you	improve	your	mistakes	and	weaknesses	as	a	beginner	writer.Setting	clear	goals	can	help	you	to	focus	on	areas	where	you	need	to	improve	and	measure	your	progress.	I	always	try	to	follow	this.You	know	if	you	target	to	write	a	5000	words	article	in	one	sitting	you	will	easily	get
bored.	Instead,	set	small	goals	of	writing	500	words	in	one	sitting	then	take	a	break,	and	then	continue	on	to	complete	the	full	article.	This	helps	a	lot.If	you	are	a	slow	writer	and	want	to	reduce	your	editing	time	then	this	is	a	must.	You	know,	there	are	several	online	tools	and	software	that	can	help	you	to	identify	and	correct	grammar,	punctuation,
and	spelling	errors.I	use	Grammarly	to	reduce	typing	and	grammatical	mistakes.	Titlecaseconverter	to	edit	my	titles	and	headlines.	You	can	use	Hemingway	Editor	to	simplify	your	sentences	for	readers.	There	are	many	other	useful	tools	to	help	make	your	writing	journey	easier,	use	those	to	your	advantage.Consistency	is	the	key	to	writing	success.
You	have	to	continue	to	write	no	matter	how	hard	it	gets.	Try	to	write	every	day	and	stop	procrastinating.Develop	a	writing	routine,	maintain	a	consistent	tone	and	voice,	and	keep	a	clear	focus	on	the	message	and	purpose	of	your	writing.You	will	get	more	experience	and	this	way	you	can	improve	your	writing	and	overcome	your	weaknesses.This	can
be	a	great	way	to	overcome	your	weaknesses.	Feedback	will	help	you	improve	the	quality	and	effectiveness	of	your	writing.	You	can	conduct	surveys	or	questionnaires	to	gather	feedback	from	your	audience.However,	it’s	also	important	to	consider	the	type	of	feedback	you	receive.	Some	feedback	may	be	positive,	while	other	feedback	may	be	more
critical.It’s	important	to	take	all	feedback	into	consideration	but	to	also	use	your	own	judgment	in	determining	which	feedback	to	incorporate	into	your	writing.To	improve	your	writing,	it’s	important	to	identify	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	and	to	take	steps	to	overcome	your	weaknesses.	Knowing	your	own	strengths	can	help	boost	your	confidence
as	a	writer,	which	goes	a	long	way	to	keep	you	motivated	while	writing.Keep	in	mind	that	becoming	a	good	writer	is	a	continuous	process,	and	it	takes	time	and	practice.	Be	patient	with	yourself,	and	remember	that	every	writer	has	strengths	and	weaknesses.The	key	is	to	keep	practicing	and	gain	more	experience	as	a	writer.	Identify	your	weaknesses
and	work	your	way	to	overcome	them.	With	time	and	effort,	you	can	improve	your	writing	skills	and	become	a	better	writer.I	hope	this	article	helped	you	understand	how	to	identify	your	strengths	in	writing	and	overcome	weaknesses	in	writing.	Thanks	for	reading.You	might	be	interested	to	read	the	following	to	increase	your	experience	and	strengths
as	a	writer:How	to	write	a	d&d	campaign	When	you	sit	to	write	anything,	the	first	thing	that	you	think	about	is	how	best	could	you	express	your	thoughts	and	opinions	through	words.The	crucial	element	to	think	about	here	is	the	selection	of	appropriate	words.	Because	every	word	can	cater	to	different	moods	and	tones	of	the	same	thought.So,	as	you
can	tell,	the	point	over	here	is	to	know	just	how	to	make	certain	vital	selections	to	nail	it	in	writing.	And	the	confidence	to	do	precisely	that	can	be	defined	as	your	essential	“writing	strength.”Now,	your	writing	strengths	would	depend	on	specific,	individual	factors,	which	you	must	identify	to	excel	at	your	craft.	But,	you	could	only	get	to	know	this	with
time,	as	you	work	harder	on	your	writing	styles.However,	what	we	want	to	help	you	out	with	is	understanding	where	your	writing	strengths	lie	so	that	you	may	make	the	most	of	them	when	you	identify	them.And	that’s	what	the	following	guide	is	all	about.	Have	a	look!	Strengths	As	A	WriterYour	flair	and	power	at	putting	your	thoughts	to	paper	will
always	vary	from	that	of	others.	Understanding	one’s	intrinsic	writing	strength	will	take	an	understanding	of	how	well	they	know	their	subject.A	writer	can	only	know	how	well	they	write	and	express	their	feelings	when	they	push	themselves	out	of	their	comfort	zone	and	experiment	with	varied	writing	forms.	It	is	not	very	difficult	to	grasp.Because	as
you	venture	gradually	into	the	unexplored	aspects	of	this	limitless	field,	the	initial	things	that	you	can	expect	to	face	are	your	own	limitations	and	shortcomings.	Some	of	these	things	can	be	easily	overcome	and	rectified,	but	some	may	not	be	that	easy	to	cut	through.To	hone	your	skills,	what	you	need	to	do	is	really	focus	on	such	unfavorable	elements
to	understand	their	exact	nature.For	example,	let’s	say	you	find	it	tough	to	choose	synonyms	for	any	word.	And,	this	makes	it	all	the	more	difficult	for	you	to	express	a	specific	feeling	exactly	the	way	it	hits	you.So,	our	best	advice	here	for	you	would	be	to	go	through	the	definition	of	any	synonym	you	have	chosen	first.	After	that,	all	you	need	to	do	is
put	that	word	into	the	context	that	you	want	to	write	about.	You	will	instantly	know	if	the	meaning	of	the	word	you	have	chosen	fits	the	context	or	not.Identifying	such	subtleties	of	language	is	the	biggest	strength	of	any	writer.Also,	on	the	personal	front,	a	writer	needs	to	conduct	themselves	in	a	way	that	allows	them	to	concentrate	on	the	work	at
hand.	And	this	does	require	one	to	abide	by	a	disciplined	lifestyle,	to		help	them	get	a	focused	mindset	for	their	tasks	without	getting	distracted	or	procrastinating.The	following	are	some	points	that	you	will	agree	with	when	it	comes	to	exercising	strength	on	your	writing	skills.1.	The	will	to	sit	for	long	hoursTo	sit	and	write	for	long	durations	without
getting	distracted	is	definitely	the	first	major	challenge	to	tackle.	It	is	going	to	be	immensely	difficult	to	resist	the	temptation	to	take	a	short	smoke	or	coffee	break.Don’t	get	us	wrong	though!	We	aren’t	asking	you	to	slog	endlessly	without	taking	a	proper	break.	All	we	are	asking	you	is	to	resist	the	temptation	to	get	up	from	your	desk	if	you	can’t	think
of	anything,	in	the	first	hour	into	writing,	which	is	the	initial	writer’s	“block”	you	could	face.Because,	once	you	push	past	the	initial	weariness,	you’d	get	a	renewed	burst	of	energy	and	also	the	focus	to	write.2.	Having	a	critical	eye	for	locating	errorsDeveloping	the	habit	of	revising	and	proofreading	what	you	have	written	is	the	key	to	delivering	a
perfect	piece	at	all	times.	The	ability	to	critically	analyze	your	writing	and	accept	criticism	from	others	paves	the	path	for	you	to	improve	your	writing.Learn	to	view	your	work	critically,	so	that	no	error	slips	by	your	notice.	Not	only	does	this	make	your	writing	error-free,	but	it	also	improves	your	quality	by	leaps	and	bounds.3.	Stating	the	central	idea
loud	and	clearThe	essence	of	your	writing	will	depend	entirely	on	the	central	idea	or	fundamental	theme	of	your	subject.	So,	the	first	thing	that	you	have	to	think	about	is	making	a	clear	impression	of	the	central	idea.	The	entire	structure	of	your	writing	will	be	based	on	this,	that	is,	the	point	you’re	trying	to	make.	And	to	be	able	to	word	this	well,	you



have	to	know	what	you’re	writing	about.Avoid	beating	around	the	bush	when	you	have	to	put	your	point	across.	You	will	see	that	once	you	have	successfully	made	that	point,	it	will	get	exceedingly	easy	to	put	in	the	supporting	factors	to	your	argument.4.	Read	a	lotIf	you	want	to	write	better,	you	have	got	to	read	a	lot;	and	that	just	goes	without	saying.
Not	only	will	reading	open	the	floodgates	to	knowledge	for	you,	but	it	will	also	help	you	perfect	your	writing.Additionally,	you	can	always	count	on	reading	to	help	you	grasp	the	basics	of	literary	creation,	and	hence,	to	develop	your	individual	writing	skills.	Extensive	reading	will	clarify	major	doubts	regarding	the	techniques,	themes,	and	points	to
support	your	arguments	with.5.	PerseveranceIf	you	are	looking	to	establish	yourself	as	a	prolific	writer,	expect	the	path	to	be	set	with	obstacles,	the	majority	of	which	will	come	from	within.	In	this	regard,	perseverance	will	always	be	critical	to	your	growth.Expect	to	get	a	bit	smarter	and	skillful	with	every	mistake	that	you	make	and	every	hurdle	that
you	cross.	All	you	have	to	do	is	march	ahead	and	not	give	up	on	the	dreams	you	have.Weaknesses	in	writingSo,	we	have	gone	over	the	essentials	of	developing	individual	writing	strengths.	And	now,	it	is	only	fair	to	give	you	a	distinctive	outlook	of	the	points	of	difference	between	such	strengths,	and	the	typical	shortcomings	a	writer	may	experience.1.
Going	over	and	over	the	same	pointStressing	on	a	valid	point	based	on	facts	is	an	excellent	way	to	go	about	structuring	your	piece.	But,	too	many	loops	about	the	same	point	will	render	the	tone	drab	and	monotonous.This	is	one	of	the	most	common	mistakes	that	we	tend	to	make,	even	at	a	much	later	stage	in	our	careers	when	we’re	supposed	to	know
all	about	it.Remember	that	whatever	you’re	writing	is	not	a	monologue.	The	best	way	to	hold	the	reader’s	attention	is	to	keep	the	text	descriptive	so	that	it	becomes	easy	for	them	to	relate	with	it.2.	Poor	contentIt	so	happens	that	if	you	are	not	fully	aware	of	the	things	that	you	want	to	write	about,	it	clearly	shows	in	your	work.	Keep	in	mind	that
whatever	point	you	wish	to	make	should	carry	all	the	accurate	citations	of	resources	and	supportive	arguments	to	stand	its	ground	in	the	central	theme.And	to	do	that,	you	need	to	have	a	sound	understanding	of	the	subject,	as	well	as	how	to	present	your	opinions	well	in	writing.3.	Disruptive	flowIf	there’s	one	thing	that	gives	your	textual	structure
and	format	a	definite	shape,	it’s	the	flow	which	unifies	all	thoughts	in	your	work.	However,	it	is	a	common	error	for	beginners	to	jump	from	one	point	to	an	entirely	different	one,	muddling	up	the	continuity.Do	avoid	changing	subjects	and	contexts	mid-way	in	your	writing	as	that	not	only	cuts	the	reader’s	attention	span,	but	also	makes	your	writing
confusing.4.	Complex	sentencesLooking	to	capture	the	reader’s	attention	instantly,	and	in	a	way	that	they	can	enjoy	being	captivated	by	a	powerful,	charged	rhythm?	Then,	by	all	means,	avoid	complex	sentences	and	jargon.Because	as	they	say,	“brevity	is	the	soul	of	wit,”	and	it	can	work	ideally	to	hold	the	readers’	attention	and	interest	throughout
the	text.	Short,	well-structured	sentences	are	also	the	perfect	modes	for	asserting	or	emphasizing	a	particular	point	to	highlight	its	importance.5.	Losing	focusWhen	you	think	about	it,	losing	focus	while	writing	a	long	comprehensive	literary	piece	is	a	pretty	common	issue.	And	when	this	happens,	you	tend	to	go	about	in	circles	in	the	text,	probably
writing	similar	points	over	and	over	again.	This	results	in	an	utterly	monotonous,	repetitive	piece		of	text	with	reduced	potential.The	only	way	to	get	it	right	is	by	being	well-versed	about	the	subject,	which	will	help	you	locate	every	proceeding	point	of	discussion,	and	make	the	most	of	associated	topics.Characteristics	of	fictionFor	those	who	are
looking	to	get	established	as	a	successful	story-teller,	it	is	crucial	to	understand	the	fundamentals	of	fiction.There	are	6	major	elements	that	make	up	a	concrete	piece	of	fiction,	and	these	are	as	follows:1.	Character:	The	character	is	any	figure	in	a	particular	work	of	fiction,	and	they	can	be	of	two	types:	round	or	flat.	While	flat	characters	are	typically
caricatures,	being	defined	by	one	quality	or	a	particular	trait,	round	characters	are	depicted	to	have	all	the	potential	of	having	a	developmental	attribute.2.	Setting:	The	setting	of	a	story	is	the	place,	time,	and	social	milieu,	which	provide	the	background	for	the	events	to	take	place.	The	general	setting	of	a	story	can	differ	from	a	specific	one	of	an
individual	event.3.	Plot:	The	plot	is	basically	the	action	that	takes	place	in	the	story,	consisting	of	all	the	major	events	that	move	in	the	narrative.	It	is	a	sequence	that	is	constructed	in	a	cause-effect	relation.4.	Theme:	The	theme	is	the	central	and	ruling	idea	or	set	of	ideas	in	a	story.	It	also	carries	the	message	and	moral	that	is	implicit	in	any	story.5.
Point	of	View:	The	point	of	view	in	the	story	denotes	the	grammatical	“person”	in	the	narrative.	A	story	told	from	a	first-person	narrative	is	typically	autobiographical,	where	the	narrator	writes	about	his	experience(s),	fiction,	or	not.	The	third-person	narratives	are	usually	of	two	types,	namely	limited	and	omniscient.	An	omniscient	narrator	takes	on
the	nature	of	the	all-knowing	figure,	whereas	a	limited	point	of	view	depicts	the	story	through	the	eyes	of	a	single	character.6.	Style:	The	style	essentially	refers	to	the	style	of	the	author’s	writing.	This	includes	the	diction,	which	is	the	choice	of	words,	and	arrangement	of	words	known	as	the	syntax,	along	with	many	other	linguistic
features.ConclusionAll	things	being	considered,	the	real	point	over	here	is	that	it	certainly	depends	on	the	writer	almost	entirely	to	recognize	their	underlying	strengths	and	weaknesses	when	it	comes	to	writing.	And,	we	really	believe	that	a	writer	has	enough	potential	to	cut	through	every	hurdle	that	they	face,	especially	from	themselves.We	hope	we
were	able	to	provide	you	with	an	insight	into	the	subject,	and	that	you	liked	what	you	read.We’ll	be	back	with	more	such	guides	in	the	near	future.Till	next	time!


