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Before	driving	in	the	UK,	it's	essential	to	be	aware	of	the	Low	Emission	Zones	that	have	been	adopted	throughout	the	country.	There	are	defined	areas	where	higher	polluting	vehicles	are	charged	or	restricted	for	entry.	In	the	UK,	the	first	LEZ	was	introduced	in	2008	and	included	the	entire	Greater	London	area,	but	it	only	affected	lorries/trucks,
coaches,	buses,	and	vans.	Today,	there	are	clean	air	zones	in	many	UK	Cities,	and	both	cars	and	motorbikes	are	affected	by	the	UK	government	regulations	as	well.	Buy	vignette	Understanding	the	emission	regulations	as	they	apply	to	residents	and	foreigners	alike	is	a	must	for	driving	in	the	UK.	As	it	can	be	complicated,	this	guide	will	explain	all	the
ins	and	outs	of	the	British	LEZ.	Low	Emissions	Zones	UK,	also	referred	to	as	LEZ,	or	sometimes	Clean	Air	Zone	(CAZ),	are	terms	that	are	used	interchangeably.	They	are	areas	in	British	cities	that	drivers	of	higher-polluting	vehicles	must	pay	to	drive	through.	The	goal	is	to	encourage	drivers	to	use	vehicles	that	do	not	pollute	as	much,	or	switch	to
public	transport.	These	low	emission	zones	are	used	in	many	European	countries	to	help	improve	air	quality	in	more	congested	areas.	In	London,	there	are	fees	for	the	Ultra	Low	Emission	Zone	(ULEZ)	and	a	Congestion	Charge.	They	have	different	operating	hours	and	purposes	in	addition	to	affecting	different	vehicles.	The	key	difference	between	the
ULEZ	and	the	Congestion	Charge	is	that	the	ULEZ	focuses	on	vehicle	emissions.	These	rules	apply	to	all	vehicles	that	don't	meet	certain	emission	standards	regardless	of	where	they	are	in	the	British	capital.	The	Congestion	Charge	is	mainly	a	traffic	management	tool.	Vehicles	that	enter	a	certain	central	London	zone	during	peak	hours,	no	matter
what	their	emissions	levels,	are	charged.	That	means	that	vehicles	can	be	subject	to	both	types	of	fees	if	they	don't	meet	the	ULEZ	standards	and	also	enter	a	Congestion	Charge	Zone.	ULEZ:	This	covers	all	boroughs	in	London	with	the	exception	of	the	M25.	This	applies	24	hours	a	day,	365	days	a	day,	except	Christmas	Day.	Congestion	Charge:	This
covers	the	central	London	area.	It's	in	operation	between	7	a.m.	and	6	p.m.	Mondays	through	Fridays,	and	12	noon	through	6	p.m.	Saturdays,	Sundays,	and	bank	holidays.	Buy	vignette	The	Clean	Air	Zones	(CAZ)	or	Low	Emission	Zones	(LEZ)	are	policies	developed	by	the	British	government	to	try	and	reduce	air	pollution	and	improve	air	quality.	The
reduced	car	use,	and	ultimately	lower	pollution	that	results,	has	been	associated	in	scientific	research	with	a	reduction	in	cardiovascular	outcomes	in	particular,	such	as	strokes	and	heart	disease.	London's	LEZ	was	launched	in	2008	and	is	the	oldest	of	the	capital’s	emission	control	schemes.	A	September	2021	mayor's	report	noted	that	the	"emissions
standards	for	the	scheme	have	increased	over	time	so	it	has	progressively	made	a	significant	contribution	to	improving	air	quality."	Even	before	higher	standards	were	officially	launched,	increasing	from	Euro	IV	to	Euro	VI,	there	were	high	levels	of	compliance	resulting	in	improvements	to	the	city's	air	quality.	There	has	been	a	significant	rise	in
European-wide	LEZ,	with	many	countries	throughout	the	continent	(and	beyond)	installing	LEZs	with	the	long-term	goal	of	improving	public	health.	That	includes:	France	Denmark	Germany	Spain	The	Low	Emission	Zones	(LEZ)/Clean	Air	Zones	(CAZ)	in	the	British	capital	cover	most	of	Greater	London.	This	is	in	operation	every	day	of	the	year,	24
hours	a	day.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	LEZ	is	separate	from	the	Ultra	Low	Emission	Zone	(ULEZ),	which	as	we	explained,	operates	in	the	same	zone,	covering	all	London	boroughs	other	than	the	M25.	It	is	focused	on	vehicle	emissions,	applying	to	all	higher-polluting	vehicles	everywhere	in	Greater	London.	BUY	Additionally,	the	Congestion	Charge
covering	the	central	London	area	is	a	traffic	management	tool.	That	means	vehicles	entering	a	specific	zone	in	central	London	during	peak	hours	will	be	charged	regardless	of	their	emissions	levels.	It	is	in	operation	from	7	a.m.	to	6	p.m.	Mondays	through	Fridays	and	from	12	noon	through	6	p.m.	Saturdays,	Sundays,	and	bank	holidays.	There	are
many	other	cities	in	the	UK	with	Low	Emission/Clean	Air	Zones.	Birmingham:	Effective	on	June	1,	2021,	and	in	operation	24	hours	a	day,	365	days	a	year,	the	Birmingham	LEZ	covers	an	area	of	the	city	center	within	the	A4540	Middleway.	Oxford:	The	first	phase	of	the	Oxford	LEZ	began	in	February	2022.	It	covers	a	central	area	of	the	city	center
although	a	wider	zone	is	expected	in	the	near	future.	Glasgow:	Covering	a	one-square-mile	area	in	the	city	center,	the	Glasgow	LEZ	launched	in	June	2023.	It's	bordered	by	the	River	Clyde	to	the	south,	the	M8	motorway	to	the	west	and	north,	and	High	Street/Saltmarket	to	the	east.	It	also	includes	the	University	of	Strathclyde,	the	Glasgow	School	of
Art,	and	Glasgow	Caledonian	University.	Bath:	The	LEZ	in	Bath	was	officially	launched	on	March	5,	2021.	The	Class	C	LEZ	targets	the	most	polluting	vehicles	such	as	lorries/trucks,	vans,	coaches,	buses,	and	taxis.	It	covers	High	Common	and	Royal	Victoria	Park	to	the	northwest	and	extends	east	to	the	Bathwick	area	and	King	Edward’s	School
campus.	It	also	covers	the	A36	road	and	some	turnoffs,	and	parts	of	Wells	Road	and	Oldfield	Road.	Bradford:	Established	in	September	2022,	the	Bradford	LEZ	includes	the	area	inside	and	including	the	Brandford	outer	ring	road.	It	also	extends	along	the	Aire	Valley	corridor,	(Manningham	Lane/Bradford	Road	and	Canal	Road	area)	to	include	Shipley
and	Saltaire.	Portsmouth:	Officially	launched	in	November	2021,	the	Portsmouth	LEZ	covers	approximately	two	square	miles	to	the	southwest	of	town	extending	to	Portsmouth	Harbour	on	the	westernmost	side.	Manchester:	The	Greater	Manchester	area,	including	the	city	of	Manchester,	does	not	have	a	LEZ	with	its	proposed	plan	canceled	in	favor	of
an	investment-led	approach	to	clean	air.	Aberdeen:	The	LEZ	Aberdeen	was	unveiled	in	2022,	however,	it	was	not	officially	enforced	until	June	1,	2024.	At	that	point,	only	compliant	cars	and	vans	have	been	allowed	in	the	city	center.	The	LEZ	covers	a	small,	central	area	around	Castlegate	to	the	east,	and	the	Union	Street	area	to	the	west,	with	the
main	train	and	bus	station	outside	of	the	zone.	Dundee:	The	Dundee	LEZ	was	introduced	in	2022,	also	with	a	two-year	grace	period	that	recently	ended	on	June	1,	2024.	It	is	located	within	the	A991	Inner	Ring	Road	in	the	city	center.	It	excludes	the	Bell	Street,	West	Marketgait	NCP,	and	Wellgate	car	parks.	As	the	ring	road	is	not	part	of	the	LEZ,	Tay
Road	Bridge	can	be	accessed	by	all	vehicles.	Edinburgh:	The	Low	Emission	Zone	Edinburgh	officially	began	on	June	1,	2024.	It	primarily	covers	the	heart	of	the	city,	including	the	city	center	and	popular	areas	like	Princes	Street,	Old	Town,	and	Waverly	Station,	with	the	northern	boundary	at	Queen	Street,	extending	towards	Holyrood	House	to	the
east.	Newcastle:	Launched	on	January	30,	2023,	the	Newcastle	LEZ	covers	the	city	center	and	routes	over	the	River	Tyne.	Private	cars	and	motorbikes	are	exempt	from	charges	as	the	regulations	target	more	polluting,	older	vehicles	such	as	trucks/lorries,	coaches,	buses,	vans,	and	taxis.	Sheffield:	Established	on	February	27,	2023,	Sheffield	also
affects	the	more	heavily-polluting	vehicles	with	its	LEZ	covering	the	city	center	area	within	the	boundary	of	A61	plus	the	University	of	Sheffield	on	its	westernmost	side,	extending	to	a	small	part	of	the	A57	at	its	easternmost	end.	To	help	you	get	a	better	understanding	of	the	LEZs	and	CAZs	in	the	UK's	major	cities,	we've	provided	a	map	highlighting
these	areas:	To	determine	whether	or	not	you	need	to	pay	a	LEZ	charge	zone	in	the	UK,	you	can	use	the	Transport	for	London	(TfL)website.	All	you	have	to	do	is	enter	your	registration	number	to	see	if	your	vehicle	meets	the	required	emission	standards.	If	it	does	not,	you	will	have	to	pay	the	charge	when	driving	within	the	LEZ/CAZ	zone.	Keep	in
mind	that	larger	vehicles	are	more	likely	to	be	affected	by	LEZ	charges.	All	cities	in	the	UK	have	different	prices	and	rules	for	their	environmental	zones.	However,	you	can	pay	the	LEZ	or	CAZ	charge	multiple	ways	in	any	of	them.	That	includes:	Online.	Pay	with	a	debit	or	credit	card	at	gov.uk	Phone.	Call	the	National	Contact	Centre	Monday	through
Friday	8	a.m.	to	8	p.m.,	or	Saturday	from	8	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	at	0300	029	8888.	Payments	can	be	made	up	to	six	days	in	advance	of	your	visit,	on	the	day	of	your	visit,	or	as	many	as	six	days	after	your	visit.	The	charge	period	is	from	midnight	to	midnight.	The	fee	must	be	paid	by	11:59	p.m.	on	the	sixth	day	after	driving	into	a	LEZ.	If	you	do	not	pay	within
that	time	frame,	you	are	likely	to	receive	a	penalty	charge	notice	(PCN).	In	the	UK,	there	are	different	penalty	structures	for	non-payment	of	fines	depending	on	the	city,	again,	each	city	sets	its	own	rules.	Penalty	charges	are	higher	in	London.	Smaller	vehicles	may	be	charged	£100	daily	or	a	£500	PCN	but	larger	vehicles	face	a	daily	charge	of	£200	or
a	£1,000	PCN	for	non-payment.	In	Aberdeen	and	Glasgow,	the	initial	penalty	is	£60,	but	it's	reduced	by	50%	if	it's	paid	within	14	days.	The	UK	does	require	some	vehicles	to	display	environmental	badge	stickers	depending	on	where	they're	going	and	their	particular	license	plate.	For	example,	vehicles	registered	outside	of	the	UK	when	driving	in
London	must	pay	a	daily	charge	or	meet	the	emission	standards.	If	you	believe	your	vehicle	meets	those	standards,	it	can	be	registered	with	the	EPC	plc	and	you	will	receive	an	email	with	the	outcome.	Tollwayr	can	register	the	license	plate	of	your	passenger	car,	van,	motorcycle,	minibus,	coach,	or	heavy	goods	vehicle.	This	is	a	quick,	convenient	way
to	handle	the	process	with	prices	for	a	standard	car	in	London,	for	example,	starting	at	£39.95.	BUY	The	cost	to	enter	a	LEZ	or	CAZ	can	range	from	zero	to	£300,	depending	on	your	vehicle	and	the	particular	zone.	For	example,	in	London's	ULEZ	most	charges	are	much	less	for	cars	as	compared	to	heavy	goods	vehicles	that	don't	meet	the	emission
standards	which	are	charged	the	maximum	£300.	Drivers	of	all	cars,	vans,	and	motorcycles	up	to	3.5	tons	that	don't	meet	the	emission	standards	are	required	to	pay	a	£12.50	charge	per	day.	Certain	vehicles	are	exempt	from	the	LEZ	and	CAZ	charges,	including	those	that	meet	the	following	criteria.	Be	aware	that	if	your	vehicle	is	exempt	based	on
any	of	these	criteria	but	is	registered	outside	of	the	UK,	you	will	have	to	register	but	you	are	still	exempt.	Specialist	vehicles	primarily	built	for	off-road	use	but	occasionally	use	roads	for	limited	purposes	such	as	tractors,	mowing	machines,	and	farm	machinery	Vehicles	operated	by	the	Ministry	of	Defence	Vehicles	with	historic	tax	class	Vehicles	built
before	1973	Look	for	road	signs	indicating	the	entry	into	a	LEZ	or	CAZ.	These	are	usually	marked	with	symbols	and	text,	and	you	may	receive	notifications	via	navigation	systems.	Non-payment	can	result	in	a	penalty	charge	notice	(PCN),	which	could	lead	to	increased	fines	and	legal	action	if	ignored.	Typically,	older	diesel	and	petrol	vehicles	that	do
not	meet	specific	Euro	emission	standards	are	affected.	You	can	check	your	vehicle’s	emissions	standard	and	compare	it	with	the	LEZ	requirements	on	government	websites	or	LEZ-specific	portals.	Yes,	fines	are	enforceable	even	for	non-UK	residents,	and	non-payment	may	cause	issues	if	you	visit	the	UK	in	the	future.	To	contest	a	fine,	follow	the
instructions	on	the	penalty	notice.	This	usually	involves	submitting	an	appeal	with	evidence	proving	your	claim.	If	the	classification	is	incorrect,	you	should	contact	the	issuing	authority	immediately	with	evidence	(e.g.,	vehicle	registration	documents)	to	correct	the	error	and	contest	any	penalties.	According	to	Public	Health	England,	air	pollution	is	the
largest	environmental	threat	to	health	in	the	UK,	and	long-term	exposure	to	air	pollution	is	responsible	for	around	30,000	deaths	per	year.	In	direct	response	to	this,	many	local	councils	across	the	UK	have	introduced	clean	air	zones	-	to	improve	the	air	quality	inside	their	cities.	These	zones,	termed	CAZ	(clean	air	zones)	or	LEZ	(low	emissions	zones),
have	restrictions	on	what	vehicles	can	drive	freely	through	them,	charging	non-compliant	vehicles	varying	amounts,	ranging	from	£2	to	£12.50	per	day.	What	is	a	Low	Emissions	Zone?	To	alleviate	the	air	pollution	problem	in	the	UK’s	major	cities,	many	low	emissions	zones	have	been	created.	The	aim	of	these	zones	is	to	reduce	the	number	of	high-
emissions	cars	entering	a	city,	by	making	drivers	pay	a	daily	fee.	As	with	London’s	congestion	charge,	the	zones	often	began	as	a	small	area	in	the	very	heart	of	the	city,	which	slowly	expanded	over	the	years,	allowing	residents	and	visitors	to	adapt	to	the	new	restrictions.		As	it	would	not	be	possible	to	entirely	ban	cars	that	do	not	meet	the	zones’
criteria,	a	fee	is	usually	charged	per	day	of	travel.	For	example,	to	drive	into	London’s	ULEZ	with	a	non-compliant	car	will	cost	£12.50	per	day.	What	Cars	Have	to	Pay	in	Low	Emission	Zones?	The	restriction	criteria	in	all	of	the	UK’s	zones	are	based	on	the	Euro	emissions	standards.	These	were	initially	devised	by	the	EU	to	improve	the	standard	to
which	cars	are	manufactured,	the	Euro	status	of	a	car	is	determined	by	how	polluting	it	is.	Any	car	sold	in	the	EU	must	meet	the	current	Euro	standard,	the	most	important	ones	when	discussing	ULEZ	are	Euro	4	for	petrol	cars	(introduced	in	2006)	and	Euro	6	for	diesel-engined	cars	(introduced	in	2015).	London’s	ULEZ	The	capital’s	low	emissions
zone	is	by	far	the	biggest	and	most	far-reaching,	affecting	around	9	million	residents	and	even	more	visitors	every	day,	in	August	2023	it	expanded	to	include	every	London	borough.		To	enter	the	ULEZ	zone	without	paying,	your	vehicle	must	meet	Euro	6	standards	for	Diesels,	and	Euro	4	for	Petrol	cars.	As	a	general	rule,	if	your	petrol	car	was	built
after	2006,	or	your	diesel	car	was	built	after	2015,	you	should	be	good	to	go.	EVs	and	almost	all	hybrids	are	exempt.	To	check	for	sure,	use	Transport	for	London’s	online	tool.	How	much	is	the	London	ULEZ	charge?	If	your	car	doesn’t	meet	the	above	criteria,	you’ll	need	to	pay	the	daily	charge.	It	is	£12.50	per	day	for	cars	and	other	passenger
vehicles.	For	HGVs	and	buses,	it's	£100	per	day.		The	ULEZ	charge	period	resets	at	midnight,	so	if	you	enter	at	23:30	and	leave	in	the	early	hours,	you’ll	need	to	pay	twice.		How	to	pay	the	London	ULEZ	charge?	The	TFL	website	allows	you	to	enter	your	car	registration	number	and	date	of	travel	for	pre	or	post-payment.	Payment	can	be	made	up	to	3
days	after	entering	the	zone.		Alternatively,	you	can	sign	your	car	up	for	automatic	billing,	this	is	recommended	if	you	aren't	sure	if	you'll	enter	a	zone	on	your	journey,	as	you	will	get	billed	automatically	instead	of	receiving	a	fine.	Birmingham’s	CAZ	Introduced	in	2021,	the	Clean	Air	Zone	operates	inside	Birmingham's	famous	A4540	Middleway	ring
road.	Its	charging	criteria	are	the	same	as	the	ULEZ	-	your	vehicle	must	meet	Euro	6	standards	(2015+)	for	Diesels,	and	Euro	4	(2006+)	for	Petrol	cars.		To	be	100%	sure	before	you	drive	into	Birmingham,	use	the	gov.uk	online	checking	tool	before	you	travel.		How	much	is	the	Birmingham	CAZ	charge?	The	Birmingham	CAZ	costs	£9	for	non-
compliant	petrol	and	diesel	cars.	This	is	operated	24/7	on	every	day	of	the	year.	Larger	vehicles	such	as	buses	and	HGVs	pay	£50.	Just	as	the	ULEZ,	the	charging	period	runs	from	midnight	to	midnight,	meaning	you’ll	have	to	pay	£18	if	your	journey	extends	past	midnight.	How	to	pay	the	Birmingham	CAZ	charge?	The	general	gov.uk	clean	air	zone
portal	is	the	best	tool	for	checking	and	paying	CAZ	charges.	It	allows	you	to	pay	up	to	6	days	before	and	after	the	journey.		To	check	if	your	car	will	be	charged,	and	pay	the	Birmingham	CAZ	fee,	use	the	gov.uk	website.	Bath’s	CAZ	The	historical	city	of	Bath	has	operated	a	clean	air	zone	since	2021.	It	only	affects	commercial	vehicles	though,	such	as
vans,	taxis	and	HGVs.	Normal	passenger	cars,	diesel	or	petrol,	are	not	charged.		A	map	of	the	Bath	CAZ	can	be	viewed	on	the	council	website	here.	Portsmouth’s	CAZ	Quite	a	large	portion	of	Portsmouth’s	city	centre	is	covered	by	the	Clean	Air	Zone,	which	was	introduced	in	November	2021.	It	is	not	charged	to	passenger	vehicles,	but	only	to	taxis	and
HGVs.	Taxis	are	charged	£10	per	day	and	HGVs	£50.	To	view	the	full	map	check	the	council	website.	Bradford’s	CAZ	Bradford,	like	Bath	and	Portsmouth,	does	not	charge	private	passenger	vehicles	for	entering	its	CAZ.		Taxis	are	required	to	pay	£7	and	HGVs	and	buses	£50	per	day.	To	check	where	the	CAZ	in	Bradford	extends,	check	out	the
interactive	map	on	the	Bradford	Council	website.	Bristol’s	CAZ	Bristol	has	a	relatively	small	Clean	Air	Zone.	However,	it	does	charge	all	vehicles	that	don’t	meet	the	criteria.	As	with	most	other	zones	that	charge	passenger	cars,	diesel-engine	cars	need	to	meet	Euro	6,	and	Petrol	Euro	4.		How	much	is	the	Bristol	CAZ	fee?	For	passenger	cars,	it’s	£9
per	day,	whilst	HGVs	and	buses	pay	£100.	To	check	if	your	vehicle	will	be	chargeable,	and	to	pay	the	fee,	use	the	government	website.	Sheffield’s	CAZ	Launched	in	February	2023,	the	clean	air	zone	spans	a	fairly	sizable	chunk	of	Sheffield	city	centre.	Its	rules	are	the	same	as	most,	charging	cars	Petrol	and	Diesel	cars	from	post-2006	and	post-2016
respectively.		Sheffield.gov	has	some	useful	advice	on	how	to	avoid	getting	fined,	including	an	online	checker	and	interactive	map.	From	here	you	can	input	a	postcode	to	see	if	your	journey	will	require	CAZ	approval.		How	much	is	the	fee	for	Sheffield’s	CAZ?	Sheffield's	clean	air	zone	is	free	for	passenger	cars	currently,	but	plans	have	been	made	to
introduce	a	fee	based	on	the	same	requirements	as	other	CAZ	and	ULEZ	zones	shortly.		HGV	and	commercial	vehicles	currently	need	to	pay	£10	per	day,	though.	Newcastle	and	Gateshead	The	Tyneside	CAZ	covers	a	fairly	small	area	in	the	centre	of	Newcastle,	and	as	with	many	of	the	other	CAZ	areas	around	the	country,	it	is	not	yet	charging
passenger	cars	to	enter	it.		Commercial	vehicles,	on	the	other	hand,	are	required	to	pay	£12.50	per	day,	the	highest	charge	outside	of	London	for	such	car	types.	Other	CAZ	zones	So	we’ve	rounded	up	all	of	the	current	clean	air	and	ultra-low	emission	zones	in	the	country,	but	make	sure	to	keep	up	to	date	with	your	local	council’s	news,	as	there	are
many	more	planned,	including:	Manchester	Edinburgh	Dundee	Aberdeen	Liverpool	Derby	And	quite	a	few	more!	Author	-	Joseph	LawJoseph	has	been	writing	about	cars	for	over	seven	years	and	writing	for	Bumper	for	over	two,	blending	his	passion	for	automobiles	with	a	talent	for	storytelling.Joseph	has	written	about	engineering	and	cars	for
Autozilla,	Komaspec,	and	several	engineering	manufacturers.	When	he's	not	writing	or	tinkering	with	one	of	his	five	cars,	Joseph	dreams	of	owning	an	Alfa	Romeo	33	Stradale.	To	improve	air	quality,	some	local	authorities	are	introducing	clean	air	zones.	If	your	vehicle	exceeds	emission	standards,	you	may	have	to	pay	a	charge	if	you	drive	in	a	clean
air	zone.	There’s	a	different	way	to	check	your	vehicle	if	you	want	to	drive	in	London’s	low	or	ultra	low	emission	zones.	The	Mayor	of	London	is	responsible	for	the	design	and	the	delivery	of	the	Ultra	Low	Emission	Zone	which	covers	almost	all	of	the	Greater	London	area.	Cities	with	clean	air	zones	City	Class	Area	(square	miles)	Bath	C	1.2
Birmingham	D	2.96	Bradford	C	9.35	Bristol	D	1.18	Portsmouth	B	1.16	Sheffield	C	0.9	Tyneside	(Newcastle	and	Gateshead)	C	0.94	There	are	different	rules	if	you	want	to	drive	in	a	low	emission	zone	in	Scotland.	Types	of	clean	air	zones	There	are	4	types	of	clean	air	zones,	Class	A	to	D.	Class	Vehicle	type	A	Buses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles	B
Buses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	heavy	goods	vehicles	C	Buses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	heavy	goods	vehicles,	vans,	minibuses	D	Buses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	heavy	goods	vehicles,	vans,	minibuses,	cars,	the	local	authority	has	the	option	to	include	motorcycles	Minimum	emission	standards	Each	vehicle	type	has	a
minimum	emission	standard.	You	can	find	your	vehicle’s	emission	standard	in	your	vehicle	log	book	or	from	your	vehicle	manufacturer.	To	avoid	being	charged	in	a	clean	air	zone,	your	vehicle	must	meet	the	following	minimum	standard:	Vehicle	type	Clean	air	zone	minimum	standard	Buses,	coaches,	heavy	goods	vehicles	Euro	VI	Vans,	minibuses,
taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	cars	Euro	6	(diesel)	and	Euro	4	(petrol)	Motorcycles	Euro	3	Local	authorities	may	set	a	different	standard	for	taxis	and	private	hire	vehicles.	You	should	always	check	if	you	will	need	to	pay	a	charge	or	contact	the	local	authority	for	more	information.	Check	and	pay	a	charge	You	can	check	if	you’ll	need	to	pay	a	charge	for	a
vehicle	before	you	drive	in	a	clean	air	zone.	If	you’re	a	business,	you	can	check	and	pay	for	multiple	vehicles.	Use	the	online	service	to	check	or	pay	a	charge	in	a	clean	air	zone.	The	zones	operate	24	hours	a	day,	7	days	a	week,	every	day	of	the	year.	The	charge	period	runs	from	midnight	to	midnight.	You	must	pay	the	charge	by	11:59pm	on	the	sixth
day	after	driving	into	the	zone.	You	can	pay	up	to	6	days	before	you	travel.	If	you	do	not	pay	the	charge	in	this	time,	you	may	get	a	penalty	charge	notice	(PCN).	The	maximum	payment	that	can	be	made	in	a	single	transaction	is	£5,000.	Payments	that	exceed	this	limit	will	need	to	be	split	into	separate	transactions.	If	you’re	a	business	with	multiple
vehicles	Businesses	that	own	or	manage	2	or	more	UK	registered	vehicles	can	set	up	an	account	to	check	and	pay	charges	for	multiple	vehicles.	You	can	create	an	account	when	you	check	or	pay	online.	To	create	an	account,	you’ll	need:	your	company	name	an	email	address	Once	your	account	is	set	up,	you	can:	upload	multiple	number	plates	from	a
spreadsheet	(CSV)	or	add	them	one	by	one	view	what	each	vehicle	will	be	charged	in	each	clean	air	zone	manage	your	vehicles	–	add	and	remove	them	add	up	to	10	team	members	to	help	manage	the	account	set	up	an	agreement	to	pay	by	bank	account,	ready	for	when	charging	starts	view	maps	of	the	clean	air	zones,	see	when	they	are	live	and	find
out	about	exemptions	Exemptions	There	are	some	national	and	local	exemptions	from	the	charge.	You’re	automatically	entitled	to	a	national	exemption,	and	do	not	have	to	pay	a	charge,	if	you	have:	a	vehicle	that’s	ultra	low	emission	a	disabled	passenger	tax	class	vehicle	a	disabled	tax	class	vehicle	a	military	vehicle	a	historic	vehicle	a	vehicle
retrofitted	with	technology	accredited	by	the	Clean	Vehicle	Retrofit	Accreditation	Scheme	(CVRAS)	certain	types	of	agricultural	vehicles	You	can	find	out	more	about	local	exemptions	for	driving	in:	Refunds	You	may	be	able	to	claim	a	refund	if	you	paid	the	charge	when	you	did	not	need	to.	Find	out	more	about	claiming	a	refund	in:	Get	support	to
reduce	your	emissions	You	can	get	support	to	reduce	your	emissions	and	stop	paying	clean	air	zone	charges:	the	Office	for	Zero	Emission	Vehicles	offers	a	range	of	grants	to	help	you	choose	cleaner	vehicles	find	out	how	much	money	you	can	save	on	fuel	by	switching	to	an	electric	vehicle	–	make	your	next	car	electric	the	Clean	Air	Fund	provides
support	to	individuals	and	businesses,	for	example	local	travel	discounts,	cycling	to	work	schemes	or	vehicle	upgrades	–	you	can	access	it	through	your	local	authority	Your	local	authority	may	provide	support	to	help	you	upgrade	or	replace	your	vehicle:	Birmingham	Bradford	Bristol	Sheffield	Tyneside	(Newcastle	and	Gateshead)	Your	local	authority
may	also	provide	information	about	cycling	and	public	transport	options	in	clean	air	zones	for:	You	can	get	support	if	you	cannot	use	the	online	service.	Complaints	If	you’re	unhappy	with	the	service	provided,	contact	the	department	you’ve	been	dealing	with.	If	you’ve	spoken	to	the	department	but	your	issue	has	not	been	resolved,	find	out	how	to
complain.	The	UK	is	on	a	path	to	zero-emission	transport,	but	it	has	some	challenges	to	address	in	the	meantime.	There	are	almost	nine	million	(28%)	more	vehicles	on	our	roads	than	there	were	20	years	ago	[1]	and,	coupled	with	the	increase	in	diesel	cars	and	vans	during	that	period,	they	around	a	sixth	of	the	country’s	nitrogen	oxide	(NOx)
emissions	[2].	NOx	is	a	major	cause	of	lung	and	heart	disease	[3],	and	the	highest	concentrations	are	often	found	in	busy	urban	areas.This	hasn’t	escaped	the	government’s	attention.	The	UK	committed	to	legally	binding	pollution	limits	as	a	member	of	the	EU	in	2010	[4],	but	80	local	authorities	(including	six	in	Scotland	and	Wales)	still	had	at	least
one	road	with	excess	NOx	emissions	five	years	later	[5].	In	2017,	the	29	councils	identified	as	unlikely	to	be	compliant	by	2021	were	instructed	to	develop	plans	to	bring	pollution	back	under	control.	Following	a	High	Court	ruling	that	the	government	still	wasn’t	doing	enough,	a	further	33	authorities	were	given	the	same	instructions	in	2018
[6].Delegating	those	plans	has	resulted	in	a	patchwork	of	approaches	across	the	country,	tailored	to	authorities’	unique	road	and	traffic	conditions.	However,	several	identified	a	need	to	take	direct	action	influencing	the	way	vehicles	use	their	most	polluted	roads	and	these	clean	air	zones	are	now	going	live.	Whether	you’re	driving	for	work,	visiting	a
city	or	live	there,	it’s	important	to	be	aware	of	these	differing	rules	to	avoid	getting	charged.A	clean	air	zone	(CAZ)	is	an	area	where	local	authorities	are	taking	direct	action	to	reduce	NO2	emissions,	and	they	fall	into	two	categories.Non-charging	CAZs	do	not	impose	fees	on	vehicles	entering	the	zone.	Instead,	local	authorities	could	implement
measures	to	improve	public	transport,	change	road	layouts	and	introduce	cycle	lines	to	reduce	traffic.Charging	CAZs	may	also	have	measures	to	encourage	public	and	active	transport,	but	also	include	a	daily	fee	for	vehicles	that	don’t	meet	minimum	emission	standards.	It’s	this	type	of	CAZ	that	drivers	need	to	be	more	aware	of.We’ll	be	focusing	on
charging	CAZs	for	the	rest	of	this	guide.Charging	CAZs	are	designed	to	discourage	drivers	from	using	older	and	more	polluting	vehicles	in	specific	areas.	There	is	a	national	framework	for	fees	based	on	vehicles’	compliance	with	the	progressively	stricter	‘Euro’	emissions	standards,	and	specifically	the	point	at	which	NO2	limits	align.This	tends	to
allow	much	older	petrol	vehicles	into	the	zone	without	being	charged,	as	they	have	lower	NO2	emissions	and	have	faced	tighter	legal	limits	for	longer.	Fees	typically	apply	to:Diesel	vehicles	that	don't	meet	Euro	6	(phased	in	since	September	2014)Petrol	vehicles	that	don't	meet	Euro	4	(introduced	in	January	2005)Battery-electric	vehicles	are	exempt,
but	charges	may	apply	to	plug-in	hybrids	if	they	have	a	combustion	engine	that	doesn’t	meet	the	standards	set	out	above.	National	exemptions	also	apply	to	vehicles	which	are	adapted	for	disabled	occupants,	used	by	the	military	or	for	agriculture,	or	historically	significant.Local	authorities	can	also	be	selective	about	which	vehicles	they	want	to
charge.	The	government’s	framework	sets	out	four	types	of	charging	CAZ,	as	follows:Class	A:	buses	and	coachesClass	B:	Class	A	vehicles,	plus	heavy	goods	vehicles	(HGVs)Class	C:	Class	B	vehicles,	plus	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles	(PHVs),	vans	and	minibusesClass	D:	Class	C	vehicles,	plus	carsThere	are	currently	12	CAZs	live	in	the	UK,	located
between	the	south	coast	and	Scotland,	while	London	has	three	separate	schemes	in	operation	and	doesn’t	conform	with	the	framework	used	elsewhere.	Unless	otherwise	noted,	charges	in	the	following	zones	apply	to	vehicles	that	don’t	meet	Euro	4	(petrol)	and	Euro	6	(diesel)	standards.The	Aberdeen	Low	Emission	Zone	went	live	in	May	2022,
spanning	an	area	north	and	west	of	the	city’s	train	station.	Fees	will	apply	24	hours	a	day	from	1	June	2024,	including	local	residents	and	businesses,	and	will	double	for	repeat	offenders	within	a	90-day	period.Fees:	£60	(halved	if	paid	within	14	days)More	information:	Aberdeen	Low	Emission	ZoneBath’s	Clean	Air	Zone	covers	most	of	the	city	centre.
Drivers	have	28	days	to	pay	any	fees	to	avoid	an	additional	£120	penalty	charge,	and	the	council	offers	discounts	for	privately-owned	vehicles	over	3.5	tonnes	(such	as	motor	homes	or	horse	transporters)	if	they	register.Fees:	£9	(taxis	and	PHVs,	LCVs,	private	HGVs),	£100	(HGVs,	buses,	coaches)More	information:	Bath	Clean	Air	ZoneIntroduced	in
June	2021,	Birmingham’s	Clean	Air	Zone	affects	the	area	within	the	A4540	Middleway	and	operates	24	hours	a	day.	Drivers	have	six	days	to	pay	any	fees	to	avoid	a	£120	penalty	charge,	while	residents’	exemptions	expire	in	June	2023.	Fees:	£8	(cars,	LCVs,	taxis	and	PHVs),	£50	(HGVs,	buses	and	coaches)More	information:	Brum	BreathesThe
Bradford	CAZ	covers	the	area	within	the	outer	ring	road	(including	the	road	itself)	and	the	Aire	Valley	corridor	including	Shipley	and	Saltaire.	Single-vehicle	exemptions	are	available	to	residents,	for	privately-owned	commercial	and	specialist	vehicles	(such	as	motorhomes)	purchased	before	26	September	2022.Fees:	£7	(taxis	and	PHVs),	£9	(LCVs),
£50	(HGVs,	buses	and	coaches)More	info:	Breathe	Better	BradfordThe	Bristol	Clean	Air	Zone	went	live	in	November	2022.	It’s	noteworthy	for	including	not	only	the	area	west	of	Temple	Meads	station,	but	part	of	the	Portway	–	a	busy	route	in	and	out	of	the	city	centre	–	and	also	applying	to	residents.	Fees:	£9	(cars,	LCVs,	taxis	and	PHVs),	£100	(HGVs,
buses	and	coaches)More	info:	Clean	Air	for	Bristol	Most	of	the	area	within	the	A991	Inner	Ring	Road	(excluding	the	car	parks)	is	included	within	Dundee’s	Low	Emission	Zone.	Introduced	in	May	2022,	fees	apply	24	hours	a	day	and	are	doubled	for	repeat	breaches	within	a	90-day	period.	This	includes	residents.	Fees:	£60	(halved	if	paid	within	14
days)More	info:	Dundee	Low	Emission	Zone	SchemeEdinburgh	introduced	its	Low	Emission	Zone	in	May	2022.	It	covers	an	area	spanning	between	Queen	Street	and	Melville	Drive	in	the	north	and	south,	Tollcross	in	the	west	and	Canongate	in	the	east.	Fees	apply	24	hours	a	day	and	are	doubled	for	each	subsequent	breach	within	a	90-day	period.
Fees:	£60	(halved	if	paid	within	14	days)More	info:	Edinburgh	Low	Emission	ZoneThe	Glasgow	Low	Emission	Zone	launched	on	1	June	2023,	but	with	a	12-month	grace	period	for	residents	and	local	businesses.	It’s	bordered	by	the	M8	in	the	north	and	west,	River	Clyde	in	the	south	and	Saltmarket	and	High	Street	in	the	west,	and	operates	24	hours	a
day.	Penalties	are	doubled	for	repeat	breaches	within	a	90-day	period	Fees:	£60	(halved	if	paid	within	14	days)More	info:	Glasgow	Low	Emission	ZoneThere	are	three	zones	in	place	across	the	Greater	London	area,	each	of	which	are	enforced	separately.	This	means	some	non-compliant	vehicles	can	be	charged	more	than	once.The	Low	Emission	Zone
(LEZ)	covers	most	of	the	area	within	the	M25	and	it’s	enforced	24	hours	a	day	(excluding	Christmas	Day).	A	£250	charge	applies	for	LCVs	that	don’t	meet	Euro	3	particulate	matter	limits,	and	HGVs,	buses	or	coaches	that	don’t	comply	with	Euro	6.	Heavier	vehicles	that	don’t	meet	Euro	4	particulate	matter	limits	are	charged	£500	[7,	8].The	Ultra-Low
Emission	Zone	(ULEZ)	covers	the	same	area	as	the	LEZ.	Motorcycles,	scooters	and	tricycles	have	to	meet	Euro	3	emission	limits,	while	cars,	vans	(up	to	3.5	tonnes)	and	minibuses	(up	to	5	tonnes)	have	to	meet	Euro	4	(petrol)	or	Euro	6	(diesel)	to	avoid	being	charged.	A	£12.50	daily	fee	applies	24	hours	a	day,	except	Christmas	Day,	with	no	exemptions
for	residents	[9].The	Congestion	Charge	operates	between	7am	and	6pm	(12pm	and	6pm	on	weekends)	within	an	area	at	the	centre	of	London.	Only	electric	or	hydrogen	fuel	cell	vehicles	or	locally-licensed	taxis	are	exempt	from	the	£15	fee,	but	residents	get	a	90%	discount	[10].More	info:	has	been	piloting	a	Zero	Emission	Zone	within	a	small	area	at
the	centre	of	the	city	since	February	2022.	A	£10	charge	applies	between	7am	to	7pm,	with	discounts	for	cleaner	vehicles	and	exemptions	for	residents	and	businesses	within	the	zone.	Drivers	are	charged	a	£60	penalty	if	they	do	not	pay	the	charge	within	28	days.Fees:	£0	(zero-emission	vehicles),	£2	(two/three	wheelers,	vehicles	emitting	less	than
75g/km	CO2),	£4	(Euro	4	petrol/Euro	6	diesel	vehicles),	£10	(all	other	vehicles)More	info:	Oxford	Zero	Emission	ZoneThe	Portsmouth	CAZ	launched	in	November	2021,	covering	the	city	centre	south	of	the	M275	motorway.	Although	it’s	focused	on	taxis	and	PHVs,	coaches,	buses	and	HGVs,	fees	apply	to	some	heavier	motorhomes.	Drivers	have	a	six-
day	payment	window,	or	a	£120	penalty	applies.	Fees:	£10	(taxis	and	PHVs),	£50	(HGVs,	buses	and	coaches)More	info:	Cleaner	Air	PortsmouthSheffield	introduced	its	Clean	Air	Zone	in	February	2023,	but	with	temporary	exemption	until	5	June	for	local	businesses.	The	zone	covers	the	area	within	the	A61	and	part	of	the	Sheffield	Parkway,	and	drivers
have	six	days	to	pay	the	fee	or	a	penalty	charge	applies.	Discounted	rates	are	available	for	residents	with	large	campervans	or	motorhomes.	Fees:	£10	(taxis,	PHVs,	LCVs	and	privately	owned	HGVs),	£60	(HGVs,	buses	and	coaches)More	info:	Sheffield	Clean	Air	ZoneThe	Tyneside	CAZ	spans	most	of	Newcastle	city	centre	as	well	as	the	Tyne,	Swing,
High	Level	and	Redheugh	Bridges	to	Gateshead.	LCV	operators	have	until	July	2023	to	upgrade	their	vehicles	to	meet	Euro	4/6	requirements,	while	taxis	and	PHVs	can	apply	for	discounted	rates	if	they	are	regularly	entering	the	zone.	Fees:	£12.50	(taxis,	PHVs,	LCVs),	£50	(HGVs,	buses	and	coaches)More	info:	Breathe	Clean	AirThis	blog	was
originally	published	on	leaseplan.com	website.	The	views	expressed	may	no	longer	be	current	and	any	reference	to	specific	vehicles	or	products	is	for	reference	only.	This	information	is	not	a	personal	recommendation	for	any	particular	vehicle,	product	or	service	-	if	you	are	unsure	about	the	suitability	of	a	product,	you	should	consult	with	an
expert.Published	at	16	May	2023	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You
can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	The	Low	Emission	Zone	(LEZ)	operates	to	encourage	the	most	polluting	heavy	diesel	vehicles	driving	in	London	to	become	cleaner.	The	LEZ	covers	most	of	Greater	London	and	is	in	operation	24	hours	a	day,	every	day	of
the	year.	The	LEZ	is	separate	from	the	Ultra	Low	Emission	Zone	(ULEZ)	which	operates	in	the	same	zone	24	hours	a	day,	every	day	of	the	year	except	Christmas	Day.	Clean	Air	Zones	(CAZ)	and	Low	Emission	Zones	(LEZ)	in	the	UK	largely	follow	the	same	standard	frameworks,	but	the	rules	vary	from	city	to	city.	It’s	increasingly	important	to	check
that	your	vehicle	is	compliant	if	you	want	to	avoid	paying	the	daily	charges	when	driving	in	these	places.		This	guide	covers	the	rules	and	charges	associated	with	all	the	Clean	Air	Zones	and	Low	Emission	Zones	in	the	UK.	Read	on	to	learn	more.	Clean	Air	Zones	are	defined	areas	where	certain	types	of	vehicles	are	required	to	comply	with	emissions
standards,	or	pay	a	fine.	In	the	UK,	there	are	currently	four	classes	of	CAZ;	A,	B,	C	and	D.	Class	A	is	the	least	stringent	and	Class	D	is	the	most	stringent.			ClassVehicle	typeABuses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehiclesBBuses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	heavy	goods	vehicles	(HGVs)CBuses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	HGVs,	vans,
minibusesDBuses,	coaches,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	HGVs,	vans,	minibuses,	cars,	the	local	authority	has	the	option	to	include	motorcyclesCAZ	classes	and	the	vehicle	types	they	apply	to.	Any	town	or	city	running	a	CAZ	has	the	same	compliance	standards	in	place:	Clean	air	zones	are	now	very	common	in	the	UK,	with	many	more	planned	or	in
consideration.	Vehicle	typeCAZ	minimum	standardMotorcyclesEuro	3Vans,	minibuses,	taxis,	private	hire	vehicles,	carsEuro	4	(petrol	engine)	and	Euro	6	(diesel	engine)Buses,	coaches,	heavy	goods	vehiclesEuro	V1Battery	Electric	Vehicles	(BEVs)Automatically	compliantUK	CAZ	compliance	standards.	Some	CAZs	keep	certain	days	of	the	year	as
exemptions	(for	example,	public	holidays),	whereas	others	are	permanent.	There’s	a	lot	of	variation	from	city	to	city	when	it	comes	to	specific	terms	and	conditions;	however,	they	all	subscribe	to	either	Class	A,	B,	C,	or	D	and	meet	the	compliance	criteria.	Since	every	Clean	Air	Zone	in	the	UK	uses	the	same	emissions	standards	criteria	as	London’s
ULEZ,	you	can	use	our	ULEZ	Checker	to	make	sure	your	car	is	compliant.	Your	car’s	CAZ	compliance	will	often	depend	on	its	age,	but	we	recommend	you	use	our	ULEZ	Checker	to	be	sure.	The	Low	Emission	Zones	(LEZ)	that	charge	drivers	of	non-compliant,	private	passenger	cars	a	daily	fee	or	penalty	charge	are	Aberdeen,	Birmingham,	Bristol,
Dundee,	Edinburgh,	Glasgow,	and	London.	The	cost	of	entering	the	LEZ	in	London	is	currently:	£100	per	day	for	vans or	specialist	diesel	vehicles and	minibuses	that	do	not	meet	Euro	3	emissions	standards. 	£100	per	day	for	HGVs,	lorries, vans,	buses,	minibuses, and coaches over	5 tonnes	which	do	not	meet	Euro	6	standards,	but	meet	Euro	4
standards	£300	per	day	for	HGVs,	lorries, vans, and specialist	heavy	vehicles	over	3.5 tonnes;	buses,	minibuses, and coaches over	5 tonnes,	which	do	not	meet	Euro	4	standards.	To	learn	about	charges	to	vans	in	London,	you	can	read	our	guide	on	driving	vans	in	London’s	ULEZ	here.		There	are	currently	seven	cities	charging	under	clean	air	zones	in
England:	Bath,	Birmingham,	Bradford,	Bristol,	Portsmouth,	Sheffield,	and		Tyneside	(Newcastle	and	Gateshead).	Daily	entry	charges	for	non-compliant	vehicles	range	from	£7	for	taxis	in	Bradford,	to	£100	for	lorries,	buses	and	coaches	in	Bristol.		There	are	active	CAZ	and	Low	Emission	Zones	(LEZ)	around	the	UK,	with	more	under	consultation.	The
locations	of	Clean	Air	Zones	in	the	UK	tend	to	be	large	and	well-connected	cities.	Currently	they	include:	London	Birmingham		Bristol		Oxford		Bath		Bradford		Portsmouth	Newcastle		Sheffield		Southampton		Aberdeen		Dundee		Edinburgh		Glasgow	Note:	cities	like	Southampton	and	Bath	don’t	charge	private	vehicles,	only	lorries,	taxis	and	other
commercial	vehicles.		Image	from	Motorway	LocationSchemeDaily	chargeActiveAberdeenScottish	LEZ	(similar	to	CAZ	Class	D)Penalty	of	£6024/7BathClass	C	CAZ	(vans	+)£9	for	small	vehicles;	£100	for	large24/7BirminghamClass	D	(cars	+)£8	for	small	vehicles;	£50	for	large24/7BristolClass	D	(cars	+)£9	for	small	vehicles;	£100	for
large24/7BradfordClass	C	(vans	+)£7	for	taxis;	£9	for	small	vehicles;	£50	for	large24/7DundeeScottish	LEZ	(similar	to	CAZ	Class	D)Penalty	of	£6024/7EdinburghScottish	LEZ	(similar	to	CAZ	Class	D)Penalty	of	£6024/7GlasgowScottish	LEZ	(similar	to	CAZ	Class	D)Penalty	of	£6024/7London	(ULEZ)Class	D	(motorcycles/mopeds	+)£12.50	for	small
vehicles.	Large	vehicles	pay	a	LEZ	charge	instead.Every	day	except	ChristmasOxford	(ZEZ)ZEZ	£2	for	ultra	low	emission	vehicles;	£4	for	low	emission	vehicles;	and	£10	for	non-compliant	vehicles7am-7pm	dailyNewcastle	&	GatesheadClass	C	(vans	+)£12.50	for	small	vehicles;	£50	for	large24/7PortsmouthClass	B£10	for	taxis;	£50	for	large
vehicles24/7SheffieldClass	C	(vans	+)£10	for	small	vehicles;	£50	for	large24/7SouthamptonClass	BNon-charging24/7YorkClass	ANon-charging24/7Clean	Air	Zones	and	Low	Emission	Zones	currently	in	operation	around	the	UK	Diesel	buses	were	found	to	be	the	primary	contributor	to	pollution	in	York	prior	to	the	implementation	of	the	CAZ.	Caerphilly
has	been	considering	a	central	CAZ,	with	a	particular	focus	on	restricting	HGVs.	More	information	is	expected	this	year.	Manchester	City	Council	announced	they	no	longer	had	plans	for	a	CAZ	in	January	2024.	Instead,	Greater	Manchester	is	submitting	new	proposals	for	an	investment-led	Clean	Air	Plan	to	the	UK	government.	Basildon	opposed	a
CAZ	and	instead	invested	in	lower	speed	limits,	new	cycling	routes,	and	additional	EV	charging	stations.	Read	more	on	Essex	Air.	Cardiff	ruled	out	a	CAZ	but	is	instead	looking	to	introduce	a	£2	congestion	charge	for	non-residents	by	2024	as	part	of	its	new	‘transport	vision’.	Canterbury	likely	won’t	introduce	a	CAZ,	but	the	city	is	planning	to	reduce
emissions	by	adopting	strict	anti-idling	enforcement	which	would	be	encouraged	at	coach	parks,	on-street	parking	bays,	taxi	ranks	and	at	level	crossings.	The	council	is	working	on	reducing	this,	as	well	as	supporting	taxis	to	adopt	lower-emission	vehicles.		Coventry	is	opposed	to	instigating	a	CAZ.	They	received	£24.5	million	in	funding	to	reduce
pollution	by	other	means.	Derby	rejected	a	CAZ	in	favour	of	traffic	management	in	the	city	centre	and	on	routes	that	lead	in	and	out	of	the	city.	Exeter	city	council	opposed	a	CAZ.	It	has	an	Air	Quality	Management	Area	(AQMA)	where	they	have	to	focus	on	reducing	pollution	levels	and	plans	in	place	to	increase	cycling	and	public	transport	levels	in
and	around	this	area.	Leeds	received	nearly	£7	million	in	government	funding	to	introduce	a	CAZ,	and	were	due	to	start	one	in	early	2020.	However,	they	found	that	most	of	the	buses	and	HGVs	that	drive	through	the	centre	of	the	city	were	already	compliant.	In	fact,	their	taxi	fleets	were	also	largely	compliant.	They	had	already	installed	a	camera
system	to	enable	a	CAZ.		Leicester	was	set	to	implement	a	CAZ,	however	the	air	quality	was	found	to	have	improved	enough	in	2020	to	meet	all	targets.		Liverpool	opposed	a	CAZ	due	to	the	shortage	and	cost	of	new	and	used	compliant	vehicles.	In	the	first	instance,	Liverpool	City	Council	instead	wants	to	focus	on	improving	public	transport	networks
and	finding	other	ways	to	improve	air	quality.	Read	more	on	Let’s	Clear	the	Air	Liverpool.	Nottingham	City	Council	cancelled	plans	for	a	CAZ	when	modelling	revealed	it	was	not	necessary	in	order	to	reduce	air	pollution.	Instead,	they	have	used	funding	to	retrofit	buses,	increase	the	number	of	zero-emission	taxis,	and	convert	public	vehicles	such	as
waste	disposal	lorries.	Sefton	has	a	CAZ	under	consideration.	Sefton	Council	commissioned	an	independent	report	into	the	impact	of	a	potential	CAZ	which	concluded	a	charging	CAZ	is	needed.	More	information	can	be	found	at	Your	Sefton	Your	Say.	St	Albans	has	a	CAZ	under	consideration.	Warrington	no	longer	has	a	CAZ	planned,	instead	they
have	a	five-year	pollution	reduction	plan.		Wokingham	has	a	LEZ	under	consideration,	as	part	of	the	council’s	Air	Quality	Action	Plan.	Certain	vehicle	categories	have	been	made	nationally	exempt	by	the	government	as	part	of	any	CAZ	in	the	UK,	and	can	drive	into	Clean	Air	Zones	or	Low	Emission	Zones	without	being	charged:	Nationally-exempt
vehiclesDisabled	tax	class	or	disabled	passenger	tax	classSome	agricultural	vehiclesRegistered	historic	vehiclesMilitary	vehiclesUltra-low	emission	vehiclesVehicles	retrofitted	under	the	Clean	Vehicle	Retrofit	Accreditation	Scheme	(CVRAS)Vehicles	that	are	exempt	nationally	from	CAZ	charges.	Information	from	gov.uk	Local	councils	also	have	the
authority	to	set	up	exemptions,	for	example	Newcastle	and	Sheffield	both	have	specific,	temporary	exemptions	for	certain	commercial	vehicles	registered	to	businesses	within	the	zones.	Read	about	everything	you	need	to	know	about	how	to	sell	your	car	with	more	guides	here.	There’s	a	lot	to	learn	as	Clean	Air	Zones	and	emissions	standards	in	the
UK	change	in	the	run-up	to	2035.	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You
can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by
other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	The	Bath	Clean	Air	Zone	was	introduced	on	15	March	2021.	A	class	C	CAZ,	it	doesn’t	charge	private	cars	and
motorbikes	to	pass	through	the	zone,	but	buses	and	coaches,	minibuses,	light	goods	vehicles	(vans,	pick-ups	and	some	camper	vans)	and	trucks	are	charged.2BradfordBradford	has	class	C	CAZ,	which	means	private	cars	are	not	charged	to	enter	the	city.	However,	there	are	charges	for	taxis,	vans,	buses	and	HGVs	that	do	not	meet	the	emission
standard.BirminghamThe	Birmingham	CAZ	was	launched	on	1	June	2021.	A	class	D	CAZ,	all	non-compliant	vehicles	are	charged	a	fee	from	£8	to	£50.	In	common	with	other	CAZs,	electric	and	hybrid	vehicles	do	not	incur	a	charge,	and	nor	do	motorcycles.	However,	the	petrol	or	diesel	engines	in	hybrid	vehicles	have	to	meet	the	relevant
criteria.3BristolThe	Bristol	Clean	Air	Zone	was	introduced	on	28	November	2022.	The	chargeable	class	D	zone	charges	all	high-emission	vehicles	to	drive	through	the	city	centre,	including	private	cars.4LondonThe	London	Ultra	Low	Emissions	Zone	(ULEZ)	has	been	in	place	since	2019	and	was	expanded	in	2023	to	include	almost	all	of	Greater
London.	Drivers	of	cars	and	vans	that	do	not	meet	the	minimum	emission	standard	are	required	to	pay	a	daily	fee.GlasgowThe	Glasgow	Low	Emission	Zone	(LEZ)	has	been	in	place	since	June	2023.	Drivers	of	non-compliant	cars	and	vans	are	not	permitted	to	enter	the	Glasgow	LEZ,	which	makes	it	very	different	from	the	pay	to	drive	model	used	in
other	cities.	ManchesterThe	Greater	Manchester	CAZ	is	under	review.	Originally	planned	for	a	2022	introduction,	it	would	have	charged	private	hire	vehicles,	vans,	buses	and	HGVs	to	enter,	but	a	lack	of	compliant	vehicles	and	the	rising	cost	of	living	has	seen	it	shelved	–	for	now.	Newcastle	and	GatesheadThe	Newcastle	and	Gateshead	Clean	Air
Zone	was	introduced	in	2023,	covering		the	city	centre	routes	over	the	River	Tyne.	Private	cars	are	not	charged,	but	drivers	of	older	taxis,	vans,	buses	and	HGVs	may	need	to	pay	a	fee	to	enter	the	CAZ.PortsmouthThe	Portsmouth	Clean	Air	Zone	was	launched	on	29	November	2021.	Covering	the	south-west	of	the	city,	the	class	B	CAZ	excludes	private
cars,	motorcycles	and	vans	from	any	charges.	Drivers	of	non-compliant	taxis	and	private	hire	vehicles	must	pay	£10	per	day,	however,	and	non-compliant	HGVs,	buses	and	coaches	incur	a	charge	of	£50	per	day.9SheffieldThe	Sheffield	Clean	Air	Zone	was	implement	in	2023.	It's	a	class	C	CAZ,	which	sese	buses,	taxis,	vans	and	lorries	charged	to	drive
in	the	zone.	Charges	are	£10	per	day	for	light	good	vehicles	and	taxis,	rising	to	£50	per	day	for	buses,	coaches,	and	HGVs.	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites
to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	You	have	accepted	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	You	have	rejected	additional	cookies.	You	can	change	your	cookie	settings	at	any	time.	A	Low	Emission	Zone	is	a	geographically	defined	area	where	the	most	polluting	vehicles	in	the	fleet	are	restricted	or	discouraged
from	using.	The	aim	is	to	improve	air	quality	by	setting	an	emissions	based	standard	for	the	vehicles	within	the	area.	There	are	several	low	emission	zones	in	the	UK,	including	cities	of	Brighton,	Norwich	and	Oxford.	However,	the	largest	scheme	in	operation	is	in	London	(Transport	for	London’s	Low	Emission	Zone)	and	restricts	diesel	engine	vehicles
over	3.5	tonnes,	buses,	coaches,	large	vans	and	minibuses	while	the	remaining	LEZs	currently	restrict	buses.	London	is	also	home	to	the	UK’s	first	ultra	low	emission	zone	(ULEZ).	Further	information	on	LEZ	schemes	elsewhere	in	Europe	can	be	found	at	Low	Emission	Zones	in	Europe.	A	report	on	behalf	of	Defra	investigating	the	feasibility	of
developing	a	certification	scheme	for	technology	retrofitted	to	Heavy	Duty	Vehicles	to	abate	NOx	emissions	is	available	to	download	on	the	UK-AIR	website.


