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Topical	EncyclopediaThe	concept	of	"The	Father	in	Heaven"	is	central	to	Christian	theology	and	is	foundational	to	understanding	the	nature	of	God	as	revealed	in	the	Bible.	The	Father	is	the	first	person	of	the	Holy	Trinity,	which	also	includes	the	Son	(Jesus	Christ)	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	This	entry	explores	the	attributes,	roles,	and	significance	of	the	Father
as	depicted	in	the	Scriptures.Attributes	of	the	FatherThe	Father	is	described	as	eternal,	omnipotent,	omniscient,	and	omnipresent.	He	is	the	Creator	of	the	universe	and	all	that	exists	within	it.	Genesis	1:1	states,	"In	the	beginning	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth."	This	act	of	creation	is	attributed	to	the	Father,	who	spoke	the	world	into
existence.The	Father	is	also	characterized	by	His	holiness	and	righteousness.	In	Isaiah	6:3,	the	seraphim	proclaim,	"Holy,	holy,	holy	is	the	LORD	of	Hosts;	His	glory	fills	the	whole	earth."	His	holiness	sets	Him	apart	from	all	creation,	and	His	righteousness	ensures	that	He	is	just	in	all	His	ways.The	Father’s	Relationship	with	HumanityThe	Father’s
relationship	with	humanity	is	one	of	love,	care,	and	authority.	He	is	often	depicted	as	a	loving	parent	who	desires	a	personal	relationship	with	His	children.	In	Matthew	6:9,	Jesus	teaches	His	disciples	to	pray,	"Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Your	name,"	indicating	a	personal	and	reverent	relationship	with	God.The	Father’s	love	is	further
demonstrated	in	John	3:16,	"For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	He	gave	His	one	and	only	Son,	that	everyone	who	believes	in	Him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life."	This	sacrificial	love	is	central	to	the	Christian	understanding	of	salvation.The	Father’s	Role	in	SalvationThe	Father	plays	a	crucial	role	in	the	plan	of	salvation.	He	is	the	one	who	sent	His
Son,	Jesus	Christ,	into	the	world	to	redeem	humanity	from	sin.	Ephesians	1:3-5	states,	"Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	has	blessed	us	in	Christ	with	every	spiritual	blessing	in	the	heavenly	realms.	For	He	chose	us	in	Him	before	the	foundation	of	the	world	to	be	holy	and	blameless	in	His	presence.	In	love	He	predestined	us
for	adoption	as	His	sons	through	Jesus	Christ,	according	to	the	good	pleasure	of	His	will."The	Father’s	role	in	salvation	is	also	evident	in	His	work	of	drawing	individuals	to	Himself.	In	John	6:44,	Jesus	says,	"No	one	can	come	to	Me	unless	the	Father	who	sent	Me	draws	him,	and	I	will	raise	him	up	at	the	last	day."The	Father’s	Authority	and
SovereigntyThe	Father’s	authority	is	absolute,	and	His	sovereignty	extends	over	all	creation.	He	is	the	ultimate	judge	and	ruler,	as	seen	in	passages	like	Psalm	103:19,	"The	LORD	has	established	His	throne	in	heaven,	and	His	kingdom	rules	over	all."	His	authority	is	exercised	with	wisdom	and	justice,	ensuring	that	His	purposes	are	fulfilled.The	Father’s
sovereignty	is	also	evident	in	His	providential	care	for	His	creation.	Matthew	10:29-31	illustrates	this	care:	"Are	not	two	sparrows	sold	for	a	penny?	Yet	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	the	ground	apart	from	your	Father.	And	even	the	very	hairs	of	your	head	are	all	numbered.	So	do	not	be	afraid;	you	are	worth	more	than	many	sparrows."The	Father’s
Revelation	through	the	SonThe	Father	is	revealed	to	humanity	through	His	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	In	John	14:9,	Jesus	tells	Philip,	"Anyone	who	has	seen	Me	has	seen	the	Father."	This	revelation	is	central	to	understanding	the	nature	and	character	of	the	Father,	as	Jesus	embodies	the	fullness	of	God	in	human	form.The	relationship	between	the	Father	and	the
Son	is	one	of	perfect	unity	and	love.	John	10:30	states,	"I	and	the	Father	are	one,"	highlighting	the	divine	nature	shared	between	them.	This	unity	is	essential	for	the	work	of	redemption	and	the	revelation	of	God’s	character	to	the	world.ConclusionThe	Father	in	Heaven	is	a	central	figure	in	Christian	theology,	embodying	attributes	of	holiness,	love,
authority,	and	sovereignty.	His	relationship	with	humanity	is	marked	by	love	and	a	desire	for	reconciliation,	accomplished	through	the	work	of	His	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	The	Father’s	revelation	through	the	Son	provides	believers	with	a	profound	understanding	of	His	nature	and	His	eternal	purposes.	New	American	Standard	Bible	Copyright	©1960,	1962,
1963,	1968,	1971,	1972,	1973,	1975,	1977,	1995	by	The	Lockman	Foundation,	La	Habra,	Calif.	All	rights	reserved.	For	Permission	to	Quote	Information	visit	What	is	the	will	of	the	Father	in	Matthew	7:21?	Bible	Answer:	First,	we	will	define	the	“will	of	the	Father.”	The	will	of	God	the	Father	is	whatever	He	has	decreed	in	His	wisdom,	knowledge,
holiness,	and	grace.	His	decrees	include	the	decision	to	create	the	universe,	including	humans.	His	decrees	include	the	plan	for	salvation,	the	future	roadmap	for	the	creation,	and	the	righteous	standard	that	we	to	conform	to.	The	will	of	God	the	Father	is	found	in	all	sixty-six	books	of	the	Bible.	His	will	is	revealed	in	the	Ten	Commandments	and	in	every
command	found	in	any	Scripture.	Sometimes	He	explicitly	uses	the	phrase	the	“will	of	God	is.”	In	a	previous	study	entitled	“Seeking	God’s	Will,”	you	discover	five	things	are	explicitly	described	as	the	will	of	the	Father.	The	will	of	God	the	Father	is	found	from	the	first	chapter	of	Genesis	to	the	last	chapter	of	Revelation.	Who	Walks	In	The	Will	Of	God	The
Father?	Do	the	Will	of	the	Father	Go	to	Heaven	In	Matthew	7:21	Jesus	warns	us	that	those	who	do	the	will	of	the	Father	are	the	ones	who	will	go	to	heaven.	Not	everyone	who	says	to	Me,	“Lord,	Lord,”	will	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven;	but	he	who	does	the	will	of	My	Father	who	is	in	heaven.	Matthew	7:21	(NASB)	That	is,	no	one	is	going	to	heaven	unless
he	or	she	is	doing	the	Father’s	will.	The	Greek	word	for	“does”	is	a	Greek	present	participle,	which	implies	ongoing	behavior.	The	person	who	does	the	will	of	God	once	in	a	while	does	not	qualify.	Jesus	is	describing	someone	who	habitually	does	the	will	of	the	Father.	Most	Important	Will	of	the	Father?	What	is	the	most	important	will	of	the	Father?	1	John
3:23	tells	us	explicitly	that	it	is	the	will	of	the	Father	that	we	believe	in	Christ.	Notice	we	are	commanded	to	believe	in	Christ.	And	this	is	His	commandment,	that	we	believe	in	the	name	of	His	Son	Jesus	Christ,	and	love	one	another,	just	as	He	commanded	us.		1	John	3:23	(NASB)	And	there	is	salvation	in	no	one	else;	for	there	is	no	other	name	under
heaven	that	has	been	given	among	men,	by	which	we	must	be	saved.		Acts	4:12	(NASB)	Those	who	obey	this	command	are	called	Christians.	God	desires	that	every	man	and	woman	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	but	not	everyone	will	obey.	Only	by	believing	in	Jesus	Christ	will	any	person	obey	this	command	and	go	to	heaven.	Who	Does	the	Will	of	the	Father?
The	message	of	Ephesians	2:8-10	is	that	the	Holy	Spirit	transforms	or	changes	Christians	so	that	they	will	do	good	works.	It	is	important	to	understand	that	the	one	who	believes	in	Christ	does	the	will	of	the	Father,	and	then	the	Father	transforms	Christians	to	become	like	Christ	(Ephesians	4:13).	Philippians	1:6	echoes	this	truth.	It	tells	Christians	that
God	started	a	good	work,	is	still	doing	a	good	work,	and	will	continue	to	transform	us	into	the	future.	For	I	am	confident	of	this	very	thing,	that	He	who	began	a	good	work	in	you	will	perfect	it	until	the	day	of	Christ	Jesus.	Philippians	1:6	(NASB)	What	is	God’s	goal	for	Christians?	What	does	God	want	Christians	to	become?	Ephesians	4:13	answers	the
question.	The	verse	tells	us	that	God	is	transforming	every	Christian	“to	a	mature	man,	to	the	measure	of	the	stature	which	belongs	to	the	fullness	of	Christ.”	That	is,	God	is	working	in	every	Christian	to	make	us	like	Christ.	He	is	working	to	make	us	holy.	As	a	result,	only	Christians	are	able	to	do	good	works.	For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through
faith;	and	that	not	of	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God;	not	as	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.	For	we	are	His	workmanship,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works	.	.	.		Ephesians	2:8-10a	(NASB)	Therefore,	who	will	do	the	will	of	the	Father?	The	answer	is	Christians!	Only	Christians	can	do	the	will	of	the	Father.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	the	one	who
makes	this	happen.	Doing	the	Will	of	the	Father	Reveals	True	Christians	Now	we	are	ready	to	examine	Jesus’	statement	in	Matthew	7:21-23.	In	verse	21	Jesus	warns	us	that	on	judgment	day,	only	those	who	have	done	the	will	of	the	Father	will	enter	heaven.	Here	is	Matthew	7:21-23.	Not	everyone	who	says	to	Me,	“Lord,	Lord,”	will	enter	the	kingdom	of
heaven,	but	he	who	does	the	will	of	My	Father	who	is	in	heaven	will	enter.	Many	will	say	to	Me	on	that	day,	“Lord,	Lord,	did	we	not	prophesy	in	Your	name,	and	in	Your	name	cast	out	demons,	and	in	Your	name	perform	many	miracles?”	And	then	I	will	declare	to	them,	“I	never	knew	you;		DEPART	FROM	ME,	YOU	WHO	PRACTICE	LAWLESSNESS.”
	Matthew	7:22-23	(NASB)	Now	we	must	ask,	“Who	does	the	will	of	the	Father?”	There	is	only	one	group	of	people	who	can	do	the	will	of	the	Father	and	who	will	do	the	will	of	the	Father	habitually.	We	do	not	mean	perfectly,	but	their	pattern	of	life	is	obedience	to	the	will	of	the	Father.	Conclusion	The	only	people	who	are	going	to	heaven	are	those
who	believe	that	Jesus	is	God,	died	for	our	sins,	returned	to	life,	and	because	they	are	sinners	respond	in	repentance	and	seek	God’s	forgiveness.	It	is	an	act	of	humility	and	submission	to	Christ.	Non-Christians	are	not	obedient	to	God	and	cannot	do	the	good	works	that	are	done	by	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	in	the	lives	of	believers.	Non-Christians	are	not
obedient	and	cannot	obey	God	because	good	works	are	the	work	of	God,	performed	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	How	a	person	lives	their	life	is	proof	that	he	or	she	is	a	Christian.	Only	those	who	believe	in	Jesus	and	are	depending	on	Him	for	salvation	will		do	the	will	of	the	Father.	But	notice,	doing	the	will	of	God	does	not	make	a	person	a	Christian	and	guarantee
that	they	will	go	to	heaven.	That	is	backward	theologically.	The	teaching	of	the	New	Testament	is	that	Christians	do	good	works.	Good	works	do	not	make	a	person	a	Christian.	Consequently,	when	Jesus	said,	“He	who	does	the	will	of	My	Father	who	is	in	heaven	will	enter”	are	the	missing	words.	He	was	describing	the	character	of	a	Christian	and	not	how
to	go	to	heaven.	Suggested	Links:	Searching	For	God	I	Never	Knew	You!	-	Matthew	7:21-23	What	does	“he	who	does	the	will	of	My	Father”	mean	in	Matthew	7:21?	Please	explain	what	went	wrong	in	Matthew	7:21?	What	is	Lordship	salvation?	What	does	the	Bible	teach?	How	do	you	receive	Christ?	What	does	John	1:12	mean?	What	is	the	meaning	of	the
word	repentance	in	the	Bible?	Keys	to	Joy	in	Relationships,	part	1	-	Philippians	1:6	Your	Position	and	Practice,	part	2	-	Ephesians	2:10	What	is	the	difference	between	holy	and	righteous	in	the	Bible?	In	Psalm	148:13	(KJV)	the	Psalmist	David	wrote,	“Let	them	praise	the	name	of	the	LORD:	for	his	name	alone	is	excellent;	his	glory	is	above	the	earth	and
heaven.”	But	what	is	God’s	actual	name?	In	this	study	we	discuss	the	various	names	mentioned	for	God	in	the	Old	Testament	Hebrew.	Each	of	our	Heavenly	Father’s	names	describe	different	shades	of	His	magnificent	character,	being,	and	personality,	allowing	us	to	know	our	Father	better	and	learn	what	God	wishes	us	to	develop	in	our	character,	in
order	to	bring	joy,	honor,	glory,	and	praise	to	the	Creator	of	all.	Almighty	God—”El	Shaddai”	The	basic	form	for	the	Hebrew	name	of	God	is	“El.”	The	word	“El”	means	“might,	strength,	power.”	The	Schofield	Reference	Bible	states	that	God	(El)	signifies	the	“Strong	One.”	The	word	“Shaddai”	is	formed	from	the	Hebrew	words	shad—the	breast—and
shadah—to	shed,	to	pour	out.	Thus,	El	Shaddai	is	“the	God	who	pours	out	blessings,	who	gives	them	richly,	abundantly,	continually”	(Adam	Clark’s	Commentary,	Genesis	17:1).	God	is	“Shaddai”	because	He	is	the	nourisher,	the	strength‑giver,	and	thus	the	satisfier,	who	pours	Himself	into	believing	lives.	The	primary	translations	of	this	root	in	the
scriptures	are	“god”	(for	pagan	or	false	gods),	and	“God”	(for	the	true	God	of	Israel).	However,	in	Strong’s	Concordance	“El	Shaddai”	is	not	found	under	the	English	words	“God”	or	“Lord,”	but	rather	“Almighty”	(Strong’s	7706).	“All‑sufficient”	would	express	the	Almighty	God	(El	Shaddai)	for	He	not	only	enriches,	but	also	makes	fruitful.	This	is	nowhere
better	illustrated	than	in	the	first	occurrence	of	the	name	“El	Shaddai”	in	the	Bible,	in	Genesis	17:1.	“(1)	And	it	came	to	pass	that,	when	Abram	was	ninety	and	nine	years	old	[being	“as	good	as	dead,”	Hebrews	11:12]	Yahweh	appeared	unto	Abram,	and	said	unto	him,	I,	am	GOD	Almighty,—Walk,	thou	before	me	and	become	thou	blameless:	(2)	That	I	may
set	my	covenant	betwixt	me	and	thee,	And	may	multiply	thee,	exceedingly.	(3)	And	Abram	fell	on	his	face,—and	God	spake	with	him,	saying:	(4)	As	for	me,	lo!	my	covenant	is	with	thee,—So	shalt	thou	become—father	of	a	multitude	of	nations;	(5)	And	thy	name	shall	no	more	be	called	Abram,—but	thy	name	shall	become	Abraham,	for	father	of	a	multitude
of	nations,	have	I	appointed	thee”	(Genesis	17:1‑5,	Rotherham).	All‑Powerful	and	All‑Sufficient	We	can	now	best	understand	God’s	character	when	combining	these	two	named	attributes	of	God’s	being:	All‑Powerful	(“El“)	and	All‑Sufficient	(“El	Shaddai“).	Genesis	17:1	is	a	beautifully	clear	and	direct	statement	from	God	of	His	unlimited,	supreme,	divine
power	and	this	quality	of	God	can	be	best	described	in	one	word	as	God’s	OMNIPOTENCE.	Even	simply	because	of	God’s	omnipotence,	we	should	focus	on	being	“blameless”	through	Christ.	That	is,	through	a	firm	belief	(based	on	testing/studying	the	Scriptures,	Romans	10:17,	1	Thessalonians	5:21),	and	thus	from	a	steadfast	faith	(1	Corinthians	15:58,
Hebrews	6:19)	in	Christ	as	a	ransom	for	our	sins	(and	for	the	whole	world,	1	Corinthians	15:21),	we	are	redeemed	and	reckoned	as	righteous	children	of	God	(Romans	8).	Our	faith	and	trust	in	El	Shaddai	can	turn	any	temporal	difficulty	into	a	spiritual	blessing	for	our	eternal	interests	(Romans	8:28).	Our	responsibility	is	to	manifest	complete	faith	and
trust	in	God	(Isaiah	40:28‑31,	41:10,	Jeremiah	17:5,	Exodus	15:2,	1	Chronicles	16:11,	Luke	12:8‑10,	John	12:37‑43,	2	Kings	5:13‑15,	Genesis	15:6‑10).	Then	we	can	have	perfect	peace	of	mind	in	His	all‑sufficient	grace	(Isaiah	26:3,	2	Corinthians	12:9).	“We	must	supply	our	best	effort,	which	will	always	be	too	weak	and	insufficient	to	overcome	all	of	our
imperfections,	but	El	Shaddai	will	supply	whatever	is	needed	to	make	up	for	our	shortcomings.	God’s	name,	El	Shaddai,	describes	not	only	what	God	is,	but	also	what	He	does	for	us.	El	Shaddai	sustains	us,	nourishes	us,	comforts	us,	and	provides	everything	we	need.	This	should	make	us	more	grateful,	more	peaceful;	and	make	us	feel	our	complete
dependence	upon	Him.	Knowing	God	as	El	Shaddai	helps	us	more	readily	to	praise	Jehovah,	our	Heavenly	Father,	in	all	the	experiences	of	life”	(Br.	Allan	Ross,	“El	Shaddai,”	Beauties	of	the	Truth,	November	2014).	The	Patriarchs	were	close	to	El	Shaddai,	our	Heavenly	Father.	They	depended	on	Him	for	everything	in	normal	life.	They	were	a	pastoral
people	and	depended	on	their	crops	and	herds	for	food.	If	there	was	a	drought,	or	a	disease	in	their	herds,	they	could	starve.	They	did	not	have	unemployment	benefits	or	retirement	plans	through	difficult	times.	They	had	El	Shaddai	and	that	was	all	they	needed.	The	Name	“Jehovah”	Jehovah—the	“Self	Existing	One,”	“The	Eternal	One”—is	God’s	primary
name.	It	is	a	translation	of	what	is	known	as	the	Tetragrammaton.	The	Greek	word	“Tetragrammaton”	means	“four	(tetra)	letters	(gramma)”	because	“Jehovah”	comes	from	four	Hebrew	letters	יהוה​	(yod,	he,	waw,	he)—transliterated	into	English	as	“JHWH”	sometimes	written	as	“YHWH.”	Some	Bible	translations	do	render	the	Tetragrammaton	as	Jehovah,
just	as	it	occurs	in	the	Hebrew	Old	Testament,	such	as	The	American	Standard	Version	1901	edition	(in	6,823	places)	and	The	Emphatic	Diaglott	(in	18	places.)	“Jehovah”	is	the	name	that	God	gave	to	himself	in	Exodus	3:13‑15.	“(13)	Moses	said	unto	God,	Behold,	when	I	come	unto	the	children	of	Israel,	and	shall	say	unto	them,	The	God	of	your	fathers
hath	sent	me	unto	you;	and	they	shall	say	to	me,	what	is	his	name?	What	shall	I	say	unto	them?	(14)	And	God	[elohiym,	Strongs	430]	said	unto	Moses,	I	AM	[hayah,	Strongs	1961]	THAT	I	AM	[hayah]:	and	he	said,	Thus	shalt	thou	say	unto	the	children	of	Israel,	I	AM	[Jehovah]	hath	sent	me	unto	you.	(15)	And	God	said	moreover	unto	Moses,	Thus	shalt	thou
say	unto	the	children	of	Israel,	Jehovah	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob,	hath	sent	me	unto	you:	this	is	my	name	for	ever,	and	this	is	my	memorial	unto	all	generations.”	The	RVIC	Bible	(by	Br.	Jim	Parkinson)	has	footnotes	for	Genesis	3:14‑15	which	read:	“(14)	Or,	I	AM	BECAUSE	I	AM.	or,	I	AM	WHO	AM.	or,
I	WILL	BE	WHAT	I	WILL	TO	BE.	or,	I	CONTINUE	TO	BE	THE	ONE	CONTINUING	EVERMORE.	(15)	Hb.	Ehyeh	—	future	tense	(all	three	times).	From	the	same	root	as	Jehovah	or	Yahweh.”	Similarly	Br.	Ronald	Day	explains	in	his	website	study	titled	“The	Divine	Name”	the	following:	“Yahweh	[Jehovah]	is	the	third	person	singular	of	the	Hebrew	verb
hayah	(to	be	or	become).	In	Exodus	3:14	Jehovah	gives	Moses	a	different	variation	of	his	name	in	the	first	person:	‘I	will	be	what	I	will	be	(Ehyeh’	asher’	ehyeh’).’	(Revised	Standard	Version	–	footnote)	Many	translations	render	this	‘I	AM	THAT	I	AM.’	However,	according	some	authorities,	the	Hebrew	word	hayah,	as	used	in	this	verse,	means	more	than
just	to	exist.	It	also	carries	with	it	the	thought	of	coming	into	existence,	or	causing	to	exist.	Thus	the	third	person	would	mean:	‘He	will	cause	to	be,’	or	‘He	causes	to	be.’”	In	relation	to	Exodus	3:14,	the	Catholic	Encyclopedia,	1967,	vol.	14,	page	1065,	states	that	in	this	particular	verse	“a	merely	folk	etymology	of	the	name,	based	on	the	qal	form	of	the
verb	‘to	be,’	is	given.”	“Grammatically,	because	of	its	vocalization,	yahweh	can	only	be	a	…	causative	form	of	this	verb,	with	the	meaning	‘He	causes	to	be,	He	brings	into	being.’	Probably,	therefore,	Yahweh	is	an	abbreviated	form	of	the	longer,	yahweh	aser	yihweh,	‘He	brings	into	being	whatever	exists.’	The	name,	therefore,	describes	the	God	of	Israel
as	the	Creator	of	the	universe.”	(Ronald	Day,	“The	Divine	Name”.)	That	this	meaning	is	correct	can	be	seen	by	observing	the	indicated	meaning	of	Jehovah	in	Exodus	6:2,3	–	which	is	discussed	further	in	this	study.	Today	you	will	not	find	the	divine	name	“Jehovah”	(English)	(nor	“Yahweh”)	in	the	New	American	Standard	Bible,	not	even	in	the	four	places
that	were	in	the	original	AKJV	(i.e.	Exodus	6:3,	Psalms	83:18,	Isaiah	12:2,	Isaiah	26:4).	“The	name	was	removed	quite	simply	because	there	was	many	thousands	of	years	ago	a	Usurper	to	the	throne	of	God,	the	great	liar,	the	Adversary.	His	first	act	of	rebellion	was	to	accuse	Jehovah	of	lying	to	Adam	and	Eve	about	the	tree	of	knowledge	telling	Eve	that	if
she	ate	of	the	fruit	she	would	become	like	God	knowing	all	things	and	that	she	would	not	die.	Ever	since,	Satan	has	opposed	the	Most	High	and	His	Son	as	well	as	all	faithful	followers	of	God’s	Word.	Thus,	by	having	the	divine	name	removed	and	substituted	with	“Lord”	it	made	it	so	much	easier	to	introduce	the	false	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	whereas	both
the	Heavenly	Father	and	His	firstborn	son,	Jesus	Christ,	the	Logos,	are	called	“Lord,”	and	the	word	is	interchangeable	to	mean	that	both	are	coeternal	and	equal	which	is	not	true.	The	Heavenly	Father	had	no	beginning	and	no	end,	while	Jesus	had	a	beginning,	and	was	God’s	firstborn	son	(Br.	Richard	Tazzyman,	2017	Discourse:	“I	Am”).	“For	He	rescued
us	from	the	domain	of	darkness,	and	transferred	us	to	the	kingdom	of	His	beloved	Son,	(14)	in	whom	we	have	redemption,	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	(15)	He	is	the	image	of	the	invisible	God,	the	firstborn	of	all	creation”	(Colossians	1:13‑15).	This	change	of	removing	the	name	“Jehovah”	stems	from	the	1880s	when	the	council	of	the	church	of	England
recommended	to	the	British	Crown	that	a	revision	of	the	AKJV	be	produced,	and	at	the	same	time	a	group	of	translators	from	the	United	States	of	America	were	invited	to	collaborate	with	the	translators	of	the	RV	of	the	AKJV	Bible	to	produce	a	version	of	the	Bible	in	American	English.	Thus,	the	American	Standard	Version	of	1901	was	created.	Br.
Richard	Tazzyman	comments	in	his	discourse	“I	AM”	about	how	the	original	committee	felt	towards	the	importance	of	the	divine	name,	in	the	Foreword	of	the	1901	ASV	Bible.	“The	change	first	proposed	in	the	Appendix,	that	which	substitutes	JEHOVAH	for	LORD	or	GOD,	is	one	which	will	be	unwelcome	to	many,	because	of	the	frequency	and	familiarity
of	the	terms	displaced,	but	the	American	Revisers	after	a	careful	consideration	were	brought	to	the	unanimous	conviction	that	a	Jewish	substitution	which	regarded	the	divine	name	as	too	sacred	to	be	uttered,	ought	no	longer	to	dominate	in	the	English	or	any	other	version	of	the	old	Testament.”	Here	are	two	other	texts	with	God’s	name	as	“Jehovah.”	“I
am	Jehovah;	this	is	my	name,	and	my	glory	will	I	not	give	to	another”	(Isaiah	42:8).	“That	men	may	know	that	thou	whose	name	alone	is	Jehovah,	art	El	Elyon,	the	Most	High	over	all	the	earth”	(Psalms	83:18).	[Note:	the	difference	between	the	name	“Jehovah”	and	“Yahweh”	is	that	“Jehovah”	is	the	English	word	that	represents	the	name	of	God,	just	as
Jesus	is	the	English	word	that	represents	the	name	of	our	Savior.	When	one	uses	a	name	in	one	language,	it	is	often	not	the	same	pronunciation	or	form	as	the	name	in	the	original	language.	For	example,	with	the	name	“Joshua”	—	as	there	was	no	“J”	in	English	for	some	centuries,	it	is	evident	that	this	name	that	we	all	know	as	a	familiar	English	language
name	today	sounded	different	before,	and	as	to	its	actual	pronunciation	in	Hebrew,	who	would	recognize	it	if	we	tried	to	simulate	Hebrew	in	the	English	language.	Jesus	is	surely	not	the	sound	his	contemporaries	used	when	they	called	his	name.	But	it	is	our	English	name	for	him.	In	the	same	way,	we	know	the	name	of	God	as	Jehovah.	Yahweh	is	a	closer
sound	alike	to	the	Hebrew,	perhaps	—	at	least	some	seem	to	think	so	—	but	even	that	presumably	is	different	than	a	real	Hebrew	speaker	of	antiquity	would	have	pronounced	the	name.	There	is	no	necessity	to	modify	the	word	that	English	speakers	know	the	name	as.	It	is	Jehovah.	When	we	use	that	name,	we	are	communicating.	If	we	all	began	to	use
some	other	pronunciation,	most	people	may	get	the	point,	but	there	would	be	some	confusion.	However,	whether	one	prefers	“Yahweh,”	or	the	more	familiar	“Jehovah,”	may	the	name	of	God	be	“hallowed.”]	By	What	Name	Was	God	Known	to	the	Patriarchs?	The	name	“Jehovah”	appears	in	Exodus	3:15.	“And	God	said	moreover	unto	Moses,	Thus	shalt
thou	say	to	the	children	of	Israel,	The	Lord	[Jehovah]	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob,	hath	sent	me	to	you:	this	is	my	name	for	ever,	and	this	is	my	memorial	unto	all	generations.”	Only	three	chapters	onward,	we	read	of	“El	Shaddai”	and	“Jehovah”	both	being	mentioned	in	Exodus	6:2,3.	“God	spake	unto
Moses,	and	said	unto	him,	I	am	Jehovah;	And	I	appeared	unto	Abraham,	unto	Isaac,	and	unto	Jacob,	by	the	name	of	El	Shaddai	[The	All	Mighty,	All	Sufficient	God],	but	by	my	name	JEHOVAH	[“The	Self	Existing,	Eternal	One”]	was	I	not	known	to	them.”	This	verse	could	not	mean	that	up	until	the	time	of	Exodus	6	no	one	knew	God	by	the	name	of
“Jehovah.”	For	even	Adam	knew	God	by	the	name	of	Jehovah	as	confirmed	in	Genesis	4:25,26.	“Adam	knew	his	wife	again;	and	she	bare	a	son,	and	called	his	name	Seth:	For	God,	said	she,	hath	appointed	me	another	seed	instead	of	Abel,	whom	Cain	slew.	And	to	Seth,	to	him	also	there	was	born	a	son;	and	he	called	his	name	Enos:	then	began	men	to	call
upon	the	name	of	Jehovah.”	Adam	lived	700	years	after	Seth	begat	Enos.	Thus	he	would	have	been	one	of	those	that	knew	Jehovah	by	name.	In	Genesis	15:2,	God	revealed	himself	to	Abraham	by	this	very	name:	“And	he	said	unto	him,	I	am	JEHOVAH,	that	brought	thee	out	of	Ur	of	the	Chaldees.”	From	the	very	beginning	the	Patriarchs	knew	the	name
JEHOVAH	El‑Shaddai,	God	All‑sufficient,	since	they	recognized	God’s	continual	provision	made	for	them	and	the	constant	protection	that	God	afforded	them.	However,	the	name	“Jehovah”	refers	particularly	to	the	accomplishment	of	promises	already	made;	to	giving	them	a	being,	and	thus	bringing	them	into	existence,	which	could	not	have	been	done	in
the	order	of	His	providence	sooner	than	until	the	deliverance	from	Egypt	and	the	settlement	in	the	promised	land.	Then	the	usage	of	“El	Shaddai”	became	infrequent	after	the	Law	Covenant	was	established.	Hence	in	the	earlier	scripture	mentioned	—	Exodus	6:2,3	—	Jehovah	had	to	be	referring	to	the	meaning	of	his	name	(as	the	one	who	causes)	rather
just	to	the	word	used	to	designate	his	name.	In	verse	four	Jehovah	calls	attention	to	the	covenant	he	had	made	with	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	to	give	them	the	land	of	Canaan.	They	never	saw	Jehovah	cause	the	fulfillment	of	that	promise.	It	is	in	this	respect	that	Jehovah	says	that	He	did	not	make	his	name	known	to	them.	However,	now,	Jehovah	is
saying	that	he	is	going	to	cause	a	fulfillment	of	that	promise.	He	will	bring	the	Israelites	out	of	Egypt	into	the	land	that	he	had	promised	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	(Exodus	6:6-8).	Thus	the	name	Jehovah	signifies	the	one	who	accomplishes	what	he	desires	and	we	can	fully	trust	that	His	magnificent	plan	for	man	will	be	completely	accomplished	(Isaiah
55:11,	45:21).	El-Shaddai—An	All-Sufficient,	Covenant-Keeping	God	When	the	patriarchs	wanted	to	give	the	strongest	assurance	to	those	that	were	going	on	a	dangerous	mission,	they	used	the	divine	name	El	Shaddai.	Genesis	28:1‑4—“Isaac	called	Jacob,	and	blessed	him,	and	charged	him,	and	said	unto	him,	Thou	shalt	not	take	a	wife	of	the	daughters	of
Canaan.	Arise,	go	to	Padan‑aram,	to	the	house	of	Bethuel	thy	mother’s	father;	and	take	thee	a	wife	from	thence	of	the	daughters	of	Laban	thy	mother’s	brother.	And	El	Shaddai	bless	thee,	and	make	thee	fruitful,	and	multiply	thee,	that	thou	mayest	be	a	multitude	of	people;	And	give	thee	the	blessing	of	Abraham,	to	thee,	and	to	thy	seed	with	thee;	that
thou	mayest	inherit	the	land	wherein	thou	art	a	stranger,	which	God	gave	unto	Abraham.”	“As	Abraham	had	sent	Eliezer	to	find	a	covenant	wife	for	Isaac,	so	Isaac	sent	Jacob	to	find	a	covenant	wife—not	from	the	Canaanites,	but	from	Abraham’s	extended	family.	The	patriarchs	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	were	all	under	the	Abrahamic	Covenant,	a
Covenant	of	Grace.	As	consecrated	Christians,	we	also	are	under	a	Grace	Covenant.	Like	Jacob,	who	here	typified	the	New	Creation,	we	have	been	sent	on	a	journey	and	blessed	by	the	antitypical	Isaac,	our	Lord	Jesus.	So	we	can	repeat	this	blessing,	transferring	the	thought	from	the	type	to	the	antitype	as	coming	from	our	Lord	Jesus	to	us:	‘May	El
Shaddai	bless	thee’	(verses	3,4).	“That	helps	to	reinforce	the	thought	that	our	Savior	assures	us	that	El	Shaddai,	the	Almighty,	All	sufficient	One,	will	be	with	us	all	the	way	in	our	dangerous	journey	through	life.	He	is	always	near,	always	sufficient	for	any	contingency.	In	the	Promised	Land,	the	Patriarchs	had	complete	trust	in	El	Shaddai.	If	we	can
completely	trust	Him	now,	then	we	can	rest	in	full	assurance	of	faith	in	our	spiritual	inheritance	in	the	Promised	Land.”	“Genesis	35:9‑12—Here	God	confirmed	His	Covenant	to	Jacob	and	changed	Jacob’s	name	to	Israel.	‘God	appeared	unto	Jacob	again,	when	he	came	out	of	Padan‑aram,	and	blessed	him.	And	God	said	unto	him,	Thy	name	is	Jacob:	thy
name	shall	not	be	called	any	more	Jacob,	but	Israel	shall	be	thy	name:	and	he	called	his	name	Israel.	And	God	said	unto	him,	I	am	El	Shaddai:	be	fruitful	and	multiply;	a	nation	and	a	company	of	nations	shall	be	of	thee,	and	kings	shall	come	out	of	thy	loins;	And	the	land	which	I	gave	Abraham	and	Isaac,	to	thee	I	will	give	it,	and	to	thy	seed	after	thee	will	I
give	the	land.’	“After	this	confirmation,	Jacob	journeyed	to	Bethlehem.	There	his	wife,	Rachel,	died	giving	birth	to	Benjamin.	Then	Jacob	travelled	to	Hebron	where	his	father,	Isaac,	had	died.	Thus	this	revelation	to	Jacob	of	El	Shaddai	as	his	All	Mighty,	All	Sufficient	God	was	a	specially	needed	blessing.	It	was	a	reassurance	to	Jacob	to	have	the	covenant
confirmed	to	him,	and	to	know	that	El	Shaddai	would	be	with	him	throughout	his	walk.	“Genesis	37:35—This	text	speaks	of	the	time	Joseph	had	been	sold	into	Egypt,	and	Jacob	was	told	that	Joseph	was	dead.	‘All	his	sons	and	all	his	daughters	rose	up	to	comfort	him;	but	he	refused	to	be	comforted;	and	he	said,	For	I	will	go	down	into	the	grave	unto	my
son	mourning.	Thus	his	father	wept	for	him.’	“Though	Rachel,	Isaac,	and	Joseph—the	three	people	that	Jacob	loved	the	most—were	gone,	and	no	one	on	earth	could	comfort	him,	El	Shaddai	comforted	Jacob.	There	was	nothing	that	he	and	El	Shaddai	could	not	handle	together.	“Genesis	43:14—Later,	Judah	promised	Jacob	that	he	would	return	to	Egypt	as
surety	for	Benjamin.	But	before	sending	Judah,	Jacob	asked	the	blessing	of	El	Shaddai	upon	him	in.	‘And	El	Shaddai	give	you	mercy	before	the	man,	that	he	may	send	away	your	other	brother,	and	Benjamin.	If	I	be	bereaved	of	my	children,	I	am	bereaved.’	“Genesis	48:3,4—Years	later,	when	Jacob	was	on	his	death	bed,	Joseph	brought	his	sons,	Manasseh
and	Ephraim,	to	be	blessed.	‘Jacob	said	unto	Joseph,	El	Shaddai	appeared	unto	me	at	Luz	in	the	land	of	Canaan,	and	blessed	me,	And	said	unto	me,	Behold,	I	will	make	thee	fruitful,	and	multiply	thee,	and	I	will	make	of	thee	a	multitude	of	people;	and	will	give	this	land	to	thy	seed	after	thee	for	an	everlasting	possession.’	“Genesis	49:25—Jacob	gave	a	final
blessing	to	each	of	his	sons	just	before	he	passed	away.	‘Even	by	the	God	of	thy	father,	who	shall	help	thee;	and	by	El	Shaddai,	who	shall	bless	thee	with	blessings	of	heaven	above,	blessings	of	the	deep	that	lieth	under,	blessings	of	the	breasts,	and	of	the	womb.’	”	(Br.	Allan	Ross,	“El	Shaddai”).	EL	SHADDAI	in	the	Book	of	Ruth	By	considering	the	usage
of	El	Shaddai	in	the	Book	of	Ruth	and	the	Book	of	Job,	we	understand	an	additional	aspect	of	what	God	does	for	His	people,	that	He	permits	short‑term	pain	for	long‑term	blessings.	God’s	people	do	not	always	understand	His	Grace	when	they	are	in	the	midst	of	a	painful	experience.	But	we	must	fully	trust	our	All‑Powerful,	All‑Sufficient,	God.	El	Shaddai
only	allows	experiences	that	bless	us,	if	we	take	them	in	the	right	way.	In	the	Book	of	Ruth,	Naomi,	her	husband	Elimelech,	and	their	two	sons	left	Bethlehem‑Judah	because	of	a	famine	and	travelled	to	Moab.	Within	ten	years	of	entering	Moab,	Naomi’s	husband	and	two	sons	died.	Naomi	was	downcast	and	confused.	If	God	was	All‑Mighty,	All‑Sufficient,
why	would	he	allow	her	husband	and	her	sons	to	die	so	quickly?	To	answer	this,	we	have	to	look	at	the	big	picture,	the	long‑term	view.	El	Shaddai	takes	the	long	view.	Should	Elimelech	have	taken	Naomi	and	his	sons	and	left	Bethlehem	to	go	to	Moab	in	the	first	place?	No,	since	El	Shaddai	is	All‑Sufficient,	He	would	have	cared	for	them	IN	the	Promised
Land.	If	Elimelech	had	a	stronger	faith,	he	would	have	kept	his	family	in	Judah	and	waited	for	El	Shaddai	to	bless	his	faithfulness.	As	in	Naomi’s	case,	God	may	allow	afflictions	to	come	so	that	we	will	return	to	Him.		God	took	away	what	was	keeping	Naomi	from	being	close	to	Him!	If	Naomi	had	stayed	in	Moab	we	never	would	have	heard	of	Naomi	or
Ruth.	There	would	not	be	a	Book	of	Ruth	in	the	Bible.	It	was	the	return	to	El	Shaddai	that	allowed	El	Shaddai	to	abundantly	bless	both	Naomi	and	her	daughter-in-law	Ruth	(who	chose	to	return	with	Naomi	to	the	Promised	Land).	One	of	the	guiding	principles	of	this	lesson	is	stated	in	James	4:8:	“Draw	near	to	God	and	he	will	draw	near	to	you.”	Because
Naomi	and	Ruth	returned	to	the	Promised	Land,	Ruth	married	Boaz.	As	King	David’s	great	grandmother,	Ruth	became	identified	through	the	lineage	of	Mary	with	David’s	greatest	Son	and	Lord,	our	Lord	Jesus.	Because	Ruth	drew	near	to	God	in	devotion,	she	received	eternal	blessings.	EL	SHADDAI	in	the	Book	of	Job	The	first	use	of	the	word	“El
Shaddai”	in	the	Book	of	Job	is	in	Job	5:17,18,	where	we	read	the	words	of	Eliphaz	to	Job.	“Behold,	happy	is	the	man	whom	Eloah	[Strongs	433,	the	Majestic	God]	correcteth:	therefore	despise	not	thou	the	chastening	of	El	Shaddai	[Strongs	7706,	the	All	Sufficient	God]:	For	he	maketh	sore,	and	bindeth	up:	he	woundeth,	and	his	hands	make	whole.”	The
last	use	of	“El	Shaddai”	in	the	Book	of	Job	appears	in	Job	40:1,2.	“Moreover	Jehovah	[Strongs	3068,	the	Eternal	One,	the	Existing	One]	answered	Job,	and	said,	Shall	he	that	contendeth	with	El	Shaddai	[Strongs	7706,	the	All‑Mighty,	All‑Sufficient	One]	instruct	him?	He	that	reproveth	El‑oah	[the	Majestic	God],	let	him	answer	it.”	New	Testament
References	In	the	New	Testament,	Jesus	begins	to	refer	to	God	as	“Our	Father”	when	he	gives	us	the	model	prayer	of	Matthew	6:9:	“After	this	manner	therefore	pray	ye:	Our	Father	which	art	in	heaven,	Hallowed	be	thy	name.”	Jesus	is	the	first	person	in	Scripture	to	begin	referring	to	God	as	“my	heavenly	Father,”	and	“our	and	your	heavenly	Father.”
Jesus	only	used	these	terms	in	the	presence	of	his	disciples;	they	were	not	applied	to	others	who	were	not	yet	prospective	sons.	Jesus	was	the	first	son	of	God,	who	opened	up	a	“new	and	living	way”	gives	us	the	opportunity	to	also	become	sons	of	God	(John	1:14,	1	John	3:1,2).	Revelation	15:3—refers	to	Jehovah	as	Almighty.	“They	sing	the	song	of	Moses
the	servant	of	God,	and	the	song	of	the	Lamb,	saying,	Great	and	marvelous	are	thy	works,	Lord	God	Almighty;	just	and	true	are	thy	ways,	thou	King	of	saints.”	We	also	have	scriptures	that	declare	the	almighty	power	of	our	Heavenly	Father.	Psalm	77:10‑15—“I	said,	This	is	my	infirmity:	but	I	will	remember	the	years	of	the	right	hand	of	the	most	High	[El
Elyon,	The	Supreme	God].	I	will	remember	the	works	of	Jehovah	[the	Eternal	One]:	surely	I	will	remember	thy	wonders	of	old.	I	will	meditate	also	of	all	thy	work,	and	talk	of	thy	doings.	Thy	way,	O	God,	is	in	the	sanctuary:	who	is	so	great	a	God	as	our	God?	Thou	art	the	God	that	doest	wonders:	thou	hast	declared	thy	strength	among	the	people.	Thou	hast
with	thine	arm	[our	Lord	Jesus]	redeemed	thy	people,	the	sons	of	Jacob	and	Joseph.”	Psalms	91:1‑3—In	these	verses	David	represents	our	Lord	Jesus	addressing	his	Church.	“He	that	dwelleth	in	the	secret	place	of	the	most	High	[El	Elyon,	The	Supreme	God]	shall	abide	under	the	shadow	of	El	Shaddai	[the	All‑Sufficient	One].	I	will	say	of	Jehovah	[the
Self‑Existing	One],	He	is	my	refuge	and	my	fortress:	my	[Elohiym]	Supreme	God;	in	him	will	I	trust.	Surely	he	shall	deliver	thee	from	the	snare	of	the	fowler,	and	from	the	noisome	pestilence.”	Jesus	is	telling	his	Church	that	we,	who	abide	in	the	Secret	Place	of	consecration	in	the	antitypical	Tabernacle,	close	to	Jehovah,	have	nothing	to	fear	despite	the
dangers	that	surround	us	because	our	God	will	protect	us.	Thus	in	the	above	passage	of	Scripture,	four	of	God’s	names	are	invoked	to	emphasize	this—El	Elyon,	El	Shaddai,	Elohiym	and	Jehovah.	God	Has	Many	Names	As	the	various	verses	shared	highlight,	God	has	used	many	different	names	to	describe	Himself	indicating	to	us,	that	one	name	is	not
sufficient	to	describe	the	Heavenly	Father.	If	God	wanted	to	have	only	one	descriptive	name	for	Himself,	He	could	have	had	the	Bible	written	that	way.	But	instead	God	has	been	described	as	“Eternal	(Ezekiel	1:24)”,	“Majestic,”	“All‑Mighty,”	and	“All‑Sufficient	(Ezekiel	10:4,5).”	It	would	be	unfortunate	to	always	read	these	descriptive	names	generically
as	“God”	or	“Lord.”	So	when	we	read	Scriptures,	let	us	consider	referring	to	the	Rotherham’s	version	or	RVIC	for	a	more	exact	translation	of	the	original	biblical	manuscripts.	Then	there	is	no	confusion	between	whether	the	verse	refers	to	our	Heavenly	Father,	or	if	the	verse(s)	refer	to	Jesus,	Jehovah’s	firstborn	creation	and	the	world’s	Redeemer.	Based
on	the	understandings	shared	here	about	the	breadth	of	God’s	being	and	character	through	an	examination	of	the	Heavenly	Father’s	names,	we	conclude	with	these	thoughts	about	our	God,	“Whose—	Memory	never	fails,	Judgment	is	never	inaccurate,	Plans	for	eternity	are	without	any	possibility	of	even	the	minutest	failure,	Timing	of	His	Divine	plans	of
eternity	are	with	unerring	precision,	Grandest,	most	mighty	power	and	skill	can	harness	even	every	opposing	element,	animate	or	inanimate,	making	them	all	work	together	for	the	accomplishment	of	his	grand	designs,	Tireless	vigilance	never	ceases,	nor	seeks	relief	from	the	pressing	cares	of	universal	dominion,	Eye	never	sleeps,	whose	ear	is	ever
open,	and	who	is	ever	cognizant	of	all	the	necessities,	and	active	in	all	the	interests,	of	his	broad	domains.”	To	answer	our	opening	question—Jehovah	occupies	the	highest	position	of	authority	and	glory	in	the	universe.	We	hallow	our	Heavenly	Father’s	authority	and	bow	in	reverent	and	humble	submission	before	Him	in	ALL	His	glorious	attire	of	royal
grandeur.	References:	Br.	Allan	Ross,	“El	Shaddai,”	Beauties	of	the	Truth,	November	2014.	Br.	Charles	T.	Russell.	“Reprints	of	the	Original	Watch	Tower	and	Herald	of	Christ’s	Presence.”	Br.	Richard	Tazzyman,	2017	Discourse:	“I	Am,”	Australia.	(Br	Tazzyman’s	discourse	is	to	be	given	at	the	Bible	Students	Convention	in	England	this	year	in	July	2017.)
Br.	Ronald	Day.	John	10:30	–	The	Oneness	of	Jesus	and	His	God	Br.	W.J.	Siekman.	“One	Lord	and	His	Name	One,”	The	Herald	of	Christ’s	Kingdom,	May-June	1986	Vines	Expository	Dictionary	of	OT	and	NT	Words,	page	161.	Br.	Jim	Parkinson’s	RVIC	BIBLE	–	The	Revised	Version	(American	Edition)	Improved	and	Corrected	from	manuscripts	discovered
and	published	to	A.D.	1999	Acknowledgement	The	authors	of	the	above	references	for	their	content	utilized	for	the	above	written	work.	Br.	David	Rice,	editing.	There	are	three	things	that	are	fundamental	to	obtaining	a	correct	understanding	and	proving	it.IDENTIFY	who	and	what’s	involved;	VERIFY	the	descriptions	(or	the	historical	use);	andTEST	IT
to	PROVE	IT.Step	1:	IDENTIFY>a.	Who?:	“My	Father”	(the	title	and	relationship	to	whom	Jesus	speaks);b.	What	Location?	:	“in	Heaven”	(his	Father’s	location)c.	Find	(and	list)	all	scriptures	reflecting;	“My	Father”	(which	is	in	Heaven)	=	“9”d.	Find	(and	list)	all	scriptures	where	Jesus	says;	“I	am	the	Father”	(in	Heaven)	=	“0”Step	2:	VERIFY	>a.	The	name
of	God	(who	is	in	heaven)	is	identified	in	the	scriptures	as	“the	LORD	H3068,	the	God	of	heaven”Gen	24:3	And	I	will	make	thee	swear	by	the	LORD,	the	God	of	heaven,	and	the	God	of	the	earth,	that	thou	shalt	not	take	a	wife	unto	my	son	of	the	daughters	of	the	Canaanites,	among	whom	I	dwell:	Gen	24:7	The	LORD	God	of	heaven,	which	took	me	from	my
father’s	house,	and	from	the	land	of	my	kindred,	and	which	spake	unto	me,	and	that	sware	unto	me,	saying,	Unto	thy	seed	will	I	give	this	land;	he	shall	send	his	angel	before	thee,	and	thou	shalt	take	a	wife	unto	my	son	from	thence.	2Ch	36:23	Thus	saith	Cyrus	king	of	Persia,	All	the	kingdoms	of	the	earth	hath	the	LORD	God	of	heaven	given	me;	and	he
hath	charged	me	to	build	him	an	house	in	Jerusalem,	which	is	in	Judah.	Who	is	there	among	you	of	all	his	people?	The	LORD	his	God	be	with	him,	and	let	him	go	up.	Ezr	1:2	Thus	saith	Cyrus	king	of	Persia,	The	LORD	God	of	heaven	hath	given	me	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	earth;	and	he	hath	charged	me	to	build	him	an	house	at	Jerusalem,	which	is	in	Judah.
Jon	1:9	And	he	said	unto	them,	I	am	an	Hebrew;	and	I	fear	the	LORD,	the	God	of	heaven,	which	hath	made	the	sea	and	the	dry	land.b.	The	Father	is	the	“Lord	of	Heaven”	(Mat	11:25;	Luke	10:21)	&	the	God	of	Heaven	(Acts	17:24)It	is	important	to	note	that	when	we	speak	of	the	Father	(in	most	instances)	we	are	speaking	of	God	however	there	is	one
instance	where	“Father”	does	refer	to	our	Lord	Jesus	(Isaiah	9:6	–	The	Mighty	God,	The	Everlasting	Father)	with	the	understanding	that	the	prophesy	being	mentioned	is	not	proclaiming	Jesus	to	be	God	(the	Father).c.	Jesus	never	said	“I	am	the	Father”	nor	“I	am	God”	and	this	important	fact	is	almost	always	ignored.	When	we	attach	a	man-made	claim	to
identify	Jesus	we	are	going	to	end	up	making	claims	that	are	never	stated	as	such	in	the	Bible.	They	usually	conflict	or	contradict	those	scriptures	that	are	contained	within	the	Bible.Step	3:	TEST	IT	>*	Not	one	time	does	Jesus	speak	to	himself	or	refer	to	himself	as	“Father”.My	Father,	Which	is	in	Heaven:Spoken	By	Jesus	9	timesMat	7:21	Not	every	one
that	saith	unto	me,	Lord,	Lord,	shall	enter	into	the	kingdom	of	heaven;	but	he	that	doeth	the	will	of	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven.	Mat	10:32	Whosoever	therefore	shall	confess	me	before	men,	him	will	I	confess	also	before	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven.	Mat	10:33	But	whosoever	shall	deny	me	before	men,	him	will	I	also	deny	before	my	Father	which	is	in
heaven.	Mat	12:50	For	whosoever	shall	do	the	will	of	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven,	the	same	is	my	brother,	and	sister,	and	mother.Mat	15:13	But	he	answered	and	said,	Every	plant,	which	my	heavenly	Father	hath	not	planted,	shall	be	rooted	up.Mat	16:17	And	Jesus	answered	and	said	unto	him,	Blessed	art	thou,	Simon	Barjona:	for	flesh	and	blood	hath
not	revealed	it	unto	thee,	but	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven.	Mat	18:10	Take	heed	that	ye	despise	not	one	of	these	little	ones;	for	I	say	unto	you,	That	in	heaven	their	angels	do	always	behold	the	face	of	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven.	Mat	18:19	Again	I	say	unto	you,	That	if	two	of	you	shall	agree	on	earth	as	touching	any	thing	that	they	shall	ask,	it	shall	be
done	for	them	of	my	Father	which	is	in	heaven.	Mat	18:35	So	likewise	shall	my	heavenly	Father	do	also	unto	you,	if	ye	from	your	hearts	forgive	not	every	one	his	brother	their	trespasses.My	Father(Matthew	20:23,	24:36,	25:34,	26:29,	42,	53;	Luke	2:49,	10:22,	22:29,	24:49;	John	2:16,	5:17,	43,	6:32,	65,	8:19,	49,	54,	10:17,	18,	12:26,	14:2,	7,	12,	21,	15:1,
8,	16:10,	18:11,	20:	21;	Revelation	2:27,	3:5,	21)Joh	8:28	Then	said	Jesus	unto	them,	When	ye	have	lifted	up	the	Son	of	man,	then	shall	ye	know	that	I	am	he,	and	that	I	do	nothing	of	myself;	but	as	my	Father	hath	taught	me,	I	speak	these	things.Joh	8:38	I	speak	that	which	I	have	seen	with	my	Father:	and	ye	do	that	which	ye	have	seen	with	your	father.Joh
10:25	Jesus	answered	them,	I	told	you,	and	ye	believed	not:	the	works	that	I	do	in	my	Father’s	name,	they	bear	witness	of	me.Joh	10:29	My	Father,	which	gave	them	me,	is	greater	than	all;	and	no	man	is	able	to	pluck	them	out	of	my	Father’s	hand.Joh	10:30	I	and	my	Father	are	one.	Joh	10:32	Jesus	answered	them,	Many	good	works	have	I	shewed	you
from	my	Father;	for	which	of	those	works	do	ye	stone	me?Joh	10:37	If	I	do	not	the	works	of	my	Father,	believe	me	not.Joh	14:20	At	that	day	ye	shall	know	that	I	am	in	my	Father,	and	ye	in	me,	and	I	in	you.	Joh	14:23	Jesus	answered	and	said	unto	him,	If	a	man	love	me,	he	will	keep	my	words:	and	my	Father	will	love	him,	and	we	will	come	unto	him,	and
make	our	abode	with	him.Joh	14:28	Ye	have	heard	how	I	said	unto	you,	I	go	away,	and	come	again	unto	you.	If	ye	loved	me,	ye	would	rejoice,	because	I	said,	I	go	unto	the	Father:	for	my	Father	is	greater	than	I.Joh	20:17	Jesus	saith	unto	her,	Touch	me	not;	for	I	am	not	yet	ascended	to	my	Father:	but	go	to	my	brethren,	and	say	unto	them,	I	ascend	unto
my	Father,	and	your	Father;	and	to	my	God,	and	your	God.Jesus	said….“Father”Mat	11:25	At	that	time	Jesus	answered	and	said,	I	thank	thee,	O	Father,	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	because	thou	hast	hid	these	things	from	the	wise	and	prudent,	and	hast	revealed	them	unto	babes.Luk	10:21	In	that	hour	Jesus	rejoiced	in	spirit,	and	said,	I	thank	thee,	O
Father,	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	that	thou	hast	hid	these	things	from	the	wise	and	prudent,	and	hast	revealed	them	unto	babes:	even	so,	Father;	for	so	it	seemed	good	in	thy	sight.Luk	23:34	Then	said	Jesus,	Father,	forgive	them;	for	they	know	not	what	they	do.	And	they	parted	his	raiment,	and	cast	lots.Luk	23:46	And	when	Jesus	had	cried	with	a	loud
voice,	he	said,	Father,	into	thy	hands	I	commend	my	spirit:	and	having	said	thus,	he	gave	up	the	ghost.Joh	5:19	Then	answered	Jesus	and	said	unto	them,	Verily,	verily,	I	say	unto	you,	The	Son	can	do	nothing	of	himself,	but	what	he	seeth	the	Father	do:	for	what	things	soever	he	doeth,	these	also	doeth	the	Son	likewise.	Joh	6:32	Then	Jesus	said	unto	them,
Verily,	verily,	I	say	unto	you,	Moses	gave	you	not	that	bread	from	heaven;	but	my	Father	giveth	you	the	true	bread	from	heaven.Joh	11:41	Then	they	took	away	the	stone	from	the	place	where	the	dead	was	laid.	And	Jesus	lifted	up	his	eyes,	and	said,	Father,	I	thank	thee	that	thou	hast	heard	me.Joh	17:1	These	words	spake	Jesus,	and	lifted	up	his	eyes	to
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full	truth	of	the	Trinity	is	beyond	our	reach	intellectually,	but	we	accept	it	by	faith	because	it	is	taught	in	the	Bible.	According	to	the	Bible,	there	is	one	God	(Deuteronomy	6:4;	1	Corinthians	8:6).	And	this	God	eternally	exists	in	three	Persons:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	(Matthew	28:19;	Luke	3:21–22;	2	Corinthians	13:14).	Each	Person	of	the	Trinity	is
coequal	and	coeternal—no	One	is	inferior	to	another	(John	1:1–2).	They	are	of	the	same	essence	and	share	the	same	nature.	As	the	Athanasian	Creed	words	it,	“In	this	Trinity,	no	one	is	before	or	after,	greater	or	less	than	the	other;	but	all	three	persons	are	in	themselves,	coeternal	and	coequal;	and	so	we	must	worship	the	Trinity	in	unity	and	the	one	God
in	three	persons.“	With	that	foundation,	we	can	look	at	who	God	the	Father	is.	God	the	Father	is	the	first	Person	of	the	Trinity	and	serves	as	its	functional	head.	He	is	an	infinite,	personal	Spirit	(John	4:24)	and	has	been	identified	as	“Father”	from	eternity	past,	both	to	His	Son	(John	3:16–17)	and	to	His	chosen	people	(Exodus	4:22–23;	1	Corinthians	1:3).
God	the	Father	is	neither	male	nor	female,	but	He	is	referred	to	in	Scripture	with	masculine	pronouns.	This	portrays	His	parental	closeness	to	His	people	as	well	as	His	authoritative	role	as	God.	Some	passages	in	Scripture	describe	God	the	Father	using	feminine	imagery,	displaying	His	tender	care	and	concern	for	His	people	(Isaiah	66:13;	Matthew
23:37).	Even	though	God	the	Father	is	not	superior	in	essence	or	being	to	the	Son	or	the	Spirit,	He	does	serve	as	the	functional	head	of	the	Trinity.	God	the	Father	is	the	one	who	directs	the	will	of	both	God	the	Son	and	God	the	Spirit,	both	of	whom	voluntarily	submit	to	Him	on	a	functional	level	to	accomplish	the	will	of	God	(John	14:24–26,	20:21).	God
the	Son	is	eternally	begotten	by	God	the	Father	and	is	sent	from	Him	alone	(John	17)	while	God	the	Spirit	proceeds	from	God	the	Father	through	the	Son	(John	15:26).	As	the	functional	head	of	the	Trinity,	God	the	Father	can	be	understood	as	the	author	of	all	acts	of	God.	God	the	Father	is	the	one	who	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth	(Genesis	1-2),	and
He	did	this	through	God	the	Son	by	the	power	of	God	the	Spirit	(Genesis	1:1–2;	Colossians	1:16).	He	is	the	source	for	all	other	divine	acts	including	election,	calling,	salvation,	sanctification,	glorification,	and	more.	Romans	11:36	says,	“For	from	Him	and	through	Him	and	to	Him	are	all	things.	To	Him	be	the	glory	forever.	Amen”	(ESV).	Through	His	life
and	ministry,	Jesus	regularly	taught	His	followers	who	God	the	Father	is	and	what	He’s	like.	The	Gospel	narratives,	then,	give	us	the	clearest	picture	of	who	God	the	Father	is.	We	are	told	that	God	is	a	Father	who	deeply	loves	His	children	(John	16:27);	that	He	is	to	be	prayed	to	(Matthew	6:6);	that	He	is	the	source	of	salvation	for	all	who	come	through
Jesus	(John	14:6);	and	that	He	has	a	will	to	be	sought	after	(John	6:38).	Return	to:	Questions	about	God	Who	is	God	the	Father?	Title	given	to	God	in	various	religions	Not	to	be	confused	with	Godfather.	Raphael's	1518	depiction	of	Prophet	Ezekiel's	vision	of	God	the	Father	in	glory	God	the	Father	is	a	title	given	to	God	in	Christianity.	In	mainstream
trinitarian	Christianity,	God	the	Father	is	regarded	as	the	first	Person	of	the	Trinity,	followed	by	the	second	person,	Jesus	Christ	the	Son,	and	the	third	person,	God	the	Holy	Spirit.[1]	Since	the	second	century,	Christian	creeds	included	affirmation	of	belief	in	"God	the	Father	(Almighty)",	primarily	in	his	capacity	as	"Father	and	creator	of	the	universe".[2]
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further	than	the	concept	of	God	as	the	creator	and	father	of	all	people,[3]	as	indicated	in	the	Apostles'	Creed	where	the	expression	of	belief	in	the	"Father	almighty,	creator	of	heaven	and	earth"	is	immediately,	but	separately	followed	by	in	"Jesus	Christ,	his	only	Son,	our	Lord",	thus	expressing	both	senses	of	fatherhood.[4]	God	the	Father	depicted	in	The
Creation	of	Adam	by	Michelangelo,	1510	Main	article:	God	in	Christianity	See	also:	Patriology	(Christianity)	and	Name	of	God	in	Christianity	In	much	of	modern	Christianity,	God	is	addressed	as	the	Father,	in	part	because	of	his	active	interest	in	human	affairs	on	the	earth,	in	the	way	that	a	father	would	take	an	interest	in	his	children	who	are	dependent
on	him	and	as	a	father,	he	will	respond	to	humanity,	his	children,	acting	in	their	best	interests.[5][6][7]	Many	believe	they	can	communicate	with	God	and	come	closer	to	him	through	prayer	–	a	key	element	of	achieving	communion	with	God.[8][9][10]	In	general,	the	title	Father	(capitalized)	signifies	God's	role	as	the	life-giver,	the	authority,	and	powerful
protector,	often	viewed	as	immense,	omnipotent,	omniscient,	omnipresent	with	infinite	power	and	charity	that	goes	beyond	human	understanding.[11]	For	instance,	after	completing	his	monumental	work	Summa	Theologica,	Catholic	St.	Thomas	Aquinas	concluded	that	he	had	not	yet	begun	to	understand	"God	the	Father".[12]	Although	the	term	"Father"
implies	masculine	characteristics,	God	is	usually	defined	as	having	the	form	of	a	spirit	without	any	human	biological	gender,	e.g.	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church	No.	239	specifically	states	that	"God	is	neither	man	nor	woman:	he	is	God".[13][14]	Although	God	is	never	directly	addressed	as	"Mother",	at	times	motherly	attributes	may	be	interpreted
in	Old	Testament	references	such	as	a	hymn	of	praise	Isa	42:14,	Isa	49:14–15	or	Isa	66:12–13.[15]	In	the	New	Testament,	the	Christian	concept	of	God	the	Father	may	be	seen	as	a	continuation	of	the	Jewish	concept,	but	with	specific	additions	and	changes,	which	over	time	made	the	Christian	concept	become	even	more	distinct	by	the	start	of	the	Middle
Ages.[16][17][18]	The	conformity	to	the	Old	Testament	concepts	is	shown	in	Matthew	4:10	and	Luke	4:8	where	in	response	to	temptation	Jesus	quotes	Deuteronomy	6:13	and	states:	"It	is	written,	you	shall	worship	the	Lord	your	God,	and	him	only	shall	you	serve."[16]	1	Corinthians	8:6	shows	the	distinct	Christian	teaching	about	the	agency	of	Christ	by
first	stating:	"there	is	one	God,	the	Father,	of	whom	are	all	things,	and	we	unto	him"	and	immediately	continuing	with	"and	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	are	all	things,	and	we	through	him."[17]	This	passage	clearly	acknowledges	the	Jewish	teachings	on	the	uniqueness	of	God,	yet	also	states	the	role	of	Jesus	as	an	agent	in	creation.[17]	Over
time,	the	Christian	doctrine	began	to	fully	diverge	from	Judaism	through	the	teachings	of	the	Church	Fathers	in	the	second	century	and	by	the	fourth	century	belief	in	the	Trinity	was	formalized.[17][18]	According	to	Mary	Rose	D'Angelo	and	James	Barr,	the	Aramaic	term	Abba	was	in	the	early	times	of	the	New	Testament	neither	markedly	a	term	of
endearment,[19][20][21]	nor	a	formal	word;	but	the	word	normally	used	by	sons	and	daughters,	throughout	their	lives,	in	the	family	context.[22]	An	image	of	God	the	Father	by	Julius	Schnorr,	1860	According	to	Marianne	Thompson,	in	the	Old	Testament,	God	is	called	"Father"	with	a	unique	sense	of	familiarity.	In	addition	to	the	sense	in	which	God	is
"Father"	to	all	men	because	he	created	the	world	(and	in	that	sense	"fathered"	the	world),	the	same	God	is	also	uniquely	the	law-giver	to	his	chosen	people.	He	maintains	a	special,	covenantal	father–child	relationship	with	the	people,	giving	them	the	Shabbat,	stewardship	of	his	prophecies,	and	a	unique	heritage	in	the	things	of	God,	calling	Israel	'my	son'
because	he	delivered	the	descendants	of	Jacob	out	of	slavery	in	Egypt	[23]	according	to	his	covenants	and	oaths	to	their	fathers,	Abraham,	Isaac	and	Jacob.	In	the	Hebrew	Bible,	Isaiah	63:16	(JP)	reads:	"For	You	are	our	father,	for	Abraham	did	not	know	us,	neither	did	Israel	recognize	us;	You,	O	[YHWH],	are	our	father;	our	redeemer	of	old	is	your	name."
To	God,	according	to	Judaism,	is	attributed	the	fatherly	role	of	protector.	He	is	titled	the	Father	of	the	poor,	of	the	orphan	and	the	widow,	their	guarantor	of	justice.	He	is	also	titled	the	Father	of	the	king,	as	the	teacher	and	helper	over	the	judge	of	Israel.[24]	According	to	Alon	Goshen-Gottstein,	in	the	Old	Testament	"Father"	is	generally	a	metaphor;	it	is
not	a	proper	name	for	God	but	rather	one	of	many	titles	by	which	Jews	speak	of	and	to	God.	According	to	Mark	Sameth,	references	to	God	the	Father	convulsing	in	labor,	giving	birth,	and	suckling	(Deuteronomy	32:13,	18)	hint	to	a	priestly	belief,	noted	in	the	sixteenth	and	nineteenth	centuries	by	Guillaume	Postel	and	Michelangelo	Lanci	respectively,
that	“God	the	Father”	is	a	dual-gendered	deity.	[25][26][27][28]	In	Christianity	fatherhood	is	taken	in	a	more	literal	and	substantive	sense,	and	is	explicit	about	the	need	for	the	Son	as	a	means	of	accessing	the	Father,	making	for	a	more	metaphysical	rather	than	metaphorical	interpretation.[3]	God	the	Father,	Cima	da	Conegliano,	c. 1510–1517	There	is	a
deep	sense	in	which	Christians	believe	that	they	are	made	participants	in	the	eternal	relationship	of	Father	and	Son,	through	Jesus	Christ.	Christians	call	themselves	adopted	children	of	God:[29][30]	But	when	the	fullness	of	time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son,	born	of	woman,	born	under	the	law,	to	redeem	those	who	were	under	the	law,	so	that	we
might	receive	adoption	as	sons.	And	because	you	are	sons,	God	has	sent	the	Spirit	of	his	Son	into	our	hearts,	crying,	"Abba!	Father!”	So	you	are	no	longer	a	slave,	but	a	son,	and	if	a	son,	then	an	heir	through	God.— Galatians	4:4–7	In	Christianity	the	concept	of	God	as	the	Father	of	Jesus	is	distinct	from	the	concept	of	God	as	the	creator	and	Father	of	all
people,	as	indicated	in	the	Apostles'	Creed.[4]	The	profession	in	the	creed	begins	with	expressing	belief	in	the	"Father	almighty,	creator	of	heaven	and	earth"	and	then	immediately,	but	separately,	in	"Jesus	Christ,	his	only	Son,	our	Lord",	thus	expressing	both	senses	of	fatherhood	within	the	creed.[4]	Part	of	a	series	onTheism	Types	of	faith	Agnosticism
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God	in	popular	media	Religion	portal	vte	Since	the	second	century,	creeds	in	the	Western	Church	have	included	affirmation	of	belief	in	"God	the	Father	(Almighty)",	the	primary	reference	being	to	"God	in	his	capacity	as	Father	and	creator	of	the	universe".[2]	This	did	not	exclude	either	the	fact	the	"eternal	father	of	the	universe	was	also	the	Father	of
Jesus	the	Christ"	or	that	he	had	even	"vouchsafed	to	adopt	[the	believer]	as	his	son	by	grace".[2]	Creeds	in	the	Eastern	Church	(known	to	have	come	from	a	later	date)	began	with	an	affirmation	of	faith	in	"one	God"	and	almost	always	expanded	this	by	adding	"the	Father	Almighty,	Maker	of	all	things	visible	and	invisible"	or	words	to	that	effect.[2]	By	the
end	of	the	first	century,	Clement	of	Rome	had	repeatedly	referred	to	the	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit,	and	linked	the	Father	to	creation,	1	Clement	19.2	stating:	"let	us	look	steadfastly	to	the	Father	and	Creator	of	the	universe".[31]	Around	AD	213	in	Adversus	Praxeas	(chapter	3)	Tertullian	is	believed	to	have	provided	a	formal	representation	of	the
concept	of	the	Trinity,	i.e.	that	God	exists	as	one	"substance"	but	three	'Persons':	The	Father,	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	with	God	the	Father	being	the	Head.[32][33]	Tertullian	also	discussed	how	the	Holy	Spirit	proceeds	from	the	Father	and	the	Son.[32]	While	the	expression	"from	the	Father	through	the	Son"	is	also	found	among	them.[34][35][36]
The	Nicene	Creed,	which	dates	to	325,	states	that	the	Son	(Jesus	Christ)	is	"born	of	the	Father	before	all	ages",	indicating	that	their	divine	Father-Son	relationship	is	seen	as	not	tied	to	an	event	within	time	or	human	history.	A	depiction	of	the	Trinity	consisting	of	God	the	Father	along	with	God	the	Son	(Jesus)	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit	To	Trinitarian
Christians	(which	include	Roman	Catholics,	Eastern	Orthodox,	Oriental	Orthodox,	Anglicans,	and	most	but	not	all	Protestant	denominations),	God	the	Father	is	not	a	separate	God	from	God	the	Son	(of	whom	Jesus	is	the	incarnation)	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	other	hypostases	of	the	Christian	Godhead.[37][38][39]	In	Eastern	Orthodox	theology,	God	the
Father	is	the	arche	or	principium	("beginning"),	the	"source"	or	"origin"	of	both	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	is	considered	the	eternal	source	of	the	Godhead.[40]	The	Father	is	the	one	who	eternally	begets	the	Son,	and	the	Father	through	the	Son	eternally	breathes	the	Holy	Spirit.[31][40]	As	a	member	of	the	Trinity,	God	the	Father	is	one	with,	co-
equal	to,	co-eternal,	and	consubstantial	with	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	each	Person	being	the	one	eternal	God	and	in	no	way	separated:	all	alike	are	uncreated	and	omnipotent.[31]	Because	of	this,	the	Trinity	is	beyond	reason	and	can	only	be	known	by	revelation.[38][41]	The	Trinitarian	concept	of	God	the	Father	is	not	pantheistic	in	that	he	is	not
viewed	as	identical	to	the	universe	or	a	vague	notion	that	persists	in	it,	but	exists	fully	outside	of	creation,	as	its	creator.[37][42]	He	is	viewed	as	a	loving	and	caring	God,	a	Heavenly	Father	who	is	active	both	in	the	world	and	in	people's	lives.[37][42]	He	created	all	things	visible	and	invisible	in	love	and	wisdom,	and	created	man	for	his	own	sake.[42][43]
The	emergence	of	Trinitarian	theology	of	God	the	Father	in	early	Christianity	was	based	on	two	key	ideas:	first	the	shared	identity	of	the	Yahweh	of	the	Old	Testament	and	the	God	of	Jesus	in	the	New	Testament,	and	then	the	self-distinction	and	yet	the	unity	between	Jesus	and	his	Father.[44][45]	An	example	of	the	unity	of	Son	and	Father	is	Matthew
11:27:	"No	one	knows	the	Son	except	the	Father	and	no	one	knows	the	Father	except	the	Son",	asserting	the	mutual	knowledge	of	Father	and	Son.[46]	The	concept	of	fatherhood	of	God	does	appear	in	the	Old	Testament,	but	is	not	a	major	theme.[44][47]	While	the	view	of	God	as	the	Father	is	used	in	the	Old	Testament,	it	only	became	a	focus	in	the	New
Testament,	as	Jesus	frequently	referred	to	it.[44][47]	This	is	manifested	in	the	Lord's	Prayer	which	combines	the	earthly	needs	of	daily	bread	with	the	reciprocal	concept	of	forgiveness.[47]	And	Jesus'	emphasis	on	his	special	relationship	with	the	Father	highlights	the	importance	of	the	distinct	yet	unified	natures	of	Jesus	and	the	Father,	building	to	the
unity	of	Father	and	Son	in	the	Trinity.[47]	The	paternal	view	of	God	as	the	Father	extends	beyond	Jesus	to	his	disciples,	and	the	entire	Church,	as	reflected	in	the	petitions	Jesus	submitted	to	the	Father	for	his	followers	at	the	end	of	the	Farewell	Discourse,	the	night	before	his	crucifixion.[48]	Instances	of	this	in	the	Farewell	Discourse	are	John	14:20	as
Jesus	addresses	the	disciples:	"I	am	in	my	Father,	and	you	in	me,	and	I	in	you"	and	in	John	17:22	as	he	prays	to	the	Father:	"I	have	given	them	the	glory	that	you	gave	me,	that	they	may	be	one	as	we	are	one."[49]	Main	article:	Nontrinitarianism	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day	Saints'	depiction	of	God	the	Father	and	the	Son	Jesus	A	number	of
Christian	groups	and	communities	reject	the	doctrine	of	a	co-equal	Trinity,	and	generally	teach	that	God	the	Father	is	supreme,	but	nontrinitarian	Christian	groups	differ	somewhat	from	one	another	in	their	views	regarding	God	the	Father	and	Christ	the	Son.[50]	In	Mormonism,	including	its	largest	denomination	the	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-day
Saints	(LDS	Church),	the	most	prominent	conception	of	"the	Godhead"	is	as	a	divine	council	of	three	distinct	beings:	the	Father	(who	is	also	referred	to	as	Elohim),	the	Son	Jesus	(who	is	identified	with	Jehovah	of	the	Old	Testament),	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Father	and	Son	are	considered	to	have	perfected,	physical	bodies,	while	the	Holy	Spirit	has	a	body
of	spirit.[51]	LDS	Church	members	believe	God	the	Father	presides	over	both	the	Son	and	Holy	Spirit,	where	God	the	Father	is	greater	than	both,	but	they	are	one	in	the	sense	that	they	have	a	unity	of	purpose.[52][53]	Most	denominations	in	the	Latter	Day	Saint	movement	also	believe	God	(often	referred	to	as	Heavenly	Father)	has	at	least	one	spouse
referred	to	as	Heavenly	Mother,	and	together	they	are	called	Heavenly	Parents.[54][55][56]	The	Assemblies	of	Yahweh	are	nontrinitarian,	believing	that	the	Father	is	greater	than	the	Son	in	all	things,	and	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	not	equal	to	the	Father,	and	is	not	an	actual	person,	but	is	God's	"power"	or	"character"	in	action.	They	refer	to	God	the	Father
as	"Yahweh".[57]	The	Yahweh	Assemblies	and	other	Sacred	Name	groups	generally	teach	that	Christ	the	Son	was	God's	first	and	prime	creation,	and	was	used	to	create	everything	else.[58]	They	believe	that	the	Messiah,	whom	they	call	"Yahshua"	or	"Yeshua"	or	"Yehoshua",	died	for	man's	sins,	and	is	to	be	honored	as	the	Anointed	Lord,	but	that	God	the
Father	(Yahweh)	is	the	True	God	that	all	"true	worshippers"	ultimately	serve	and	worship.	They	teach	that	the	Father	is	the	only	eternal	one.[59]	In	Jehovah's	Witness	theology,	only	God	the	Father	(Jehovah)	is	the	one	true	almighty	God,	even	over	his	Son	Jesus	Christ.	They	teach	that	the	Logos	is	God's	Only-begotten	Son,	and	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	God's
active	force	(projected	energy).	They	believe	that	the	Father	and	the	Son	are	united	in	divine	purpose,	administration,	legislation,	and	man's	salvation,	but	are	not	one	being	and	are	not	equal	in	power.	While	the	Witnesses	acknowledge	Jesus’	pre-existence,	perfection,	and	unique	"Sonship"	from	God	the	Father,	and	believe	that	the	Logos	had	an	essential
role	in	creation	and	redemption,	and	is	the	Messiah,	they	believe	that	only	the	Father	is	without	beginning.	They	say	that	the	Son	was	the	Father's	only	direct	creation,	before	all	ages.	While	both	Persons	are	highly	honored,	taught,	and	preached,	in	their	interpretations	of	John	17:3	and	John	14:28,	God	the	Father	is	emphasized	in	Jehovah's	Witness
meetings	and	services	more	than	Christ	the	Son,	as	they	teach	that	the	Father	is	greater	than	the	Son.[60]	Oneness	Pentecostalism	teaches	that	God	is	a	singular	spirit	who	is	one	person,	not	three	divine	persons,	individuals	or	minds.	God	the	Father	is	the	title	of	the	supreme	creator.	The	titles	of	the	Son	and	Holy	Spirit	are	merely	titles	reflecting	the
different	personal	manifestations	of	the	One	True	God	the	Father	in	the	universe.[61][62][page	needed]	This	section	possibly	contains	original	synthesis.	Source	material	should	verifiably	mention	and	relate	to	the	main	topic.	Relevant	discussion	may	be	found	on	the	talk	page.	(June	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Although
similarities	exist	among	religions,	the	common	language	and	the	shared	concepts	about	God	and	his	title	Father	among	the	Abrahamic	religions	is	quite	limited,	and	each	religion	has	very	specific	belief	structures	and	religious	nomenclature	with	respect	to	the	subject.[63]	While	a	religious	teacher	in	one	faith	may	be	able	to	explain	the	concepts	to	his
own	audience	with	ease,	significant	barriers	remain	in	communicating	those	concepts	across	religious	boundaries.[63]	Greco-Roman	pagans	believed	in	an	original	triad.	Over	time,	the	names	and	gods	of	the	triad	were	changed—except	for	Jupiter,	which	means	"Father	Jove"	and	comes	from	Proto-Italic	Djous	Patēr,	from	Djous	(“day,	sky”)	+	Patēr
(“father”),	from	Proto-Indo-European	Dyḗws	(literally	“the	bright	one”),	root	nomen	agentis	from	Dyew-	(“to	be	bright,	day	sky”),	and	Ph₂tḗr	(“father”).	Main	article:	God	Worshipping	Society	A	syncretic	sect	created	by	Hong	Xiuquan,	founder	of	the	Taiping	Heavenly	Kingdom,	that	mixed	Protestantism	and	Chinese	folk	religion,	the	objective	of	this	sect
was	to	overthrow	the	Manchus	and	restore	power	to	the	Han.	God	consisted	of	a	triad	made	up	of	Shangdi	(the	Supreme	Emperor	in	ancient	Chinese	worship),	Christ	as	the	eldest	son	and	Hong	as	the	youngest	son.	Main	article:	God	in	Hinduism	In	Hinduism,	Bhagavan	Krishna	in	the	Bhagavad	Gita,	chapter	9,	verse	17,	stated:	"I	am	the	Father	of	this
world,	the	Mother,	the	Dispenser	and	the	Grandfather",	one	commentator	adding:	"God	being	the	source	of	the	universe	and	the	beings	in	it,	He	is	held	as	the	Father,	the	Mother	and	the	Grandfather".[64]	A	genderless	Brahman	is	also	considered	the	creator	and	Life-giver,	and	the	Shakta	goddess	is	viewed	as	the	divine	mother	and	life-bearer.[65][66]
Main	article:	God	in	Islam	Unlike	in	Judaism,	the	term	"father"	is	not	formally	applied	to	God	by	Muslims,	and	the	Christian	notion	of	the	Trinity	is	rejected	in	Islam.[67][68]	Even	though	traditional	Islamic	teaching	does	not	formally	prohibit	using	the	term	"Father"	in	reference	to	God,	it	does	not	propagate	or	encourage	it.	There	are	some	narratives	of
the	Islamic	prophet	Muhammad	in	which	he	compares	the	mercy	of	God	toward	his	worshipers	to	that	of	a	mother	to	her	infant	child.[69]	Islamic	teaching	rejects	the	Christian	father-son	relationship	of	God	and	Jesus,	and	states	that	Jesus	is	a	prophet	of	God,	not	the	Son	of	God.[67]	Islamic	theology	strictly	reiterates	the	Absolute	Oneness	of	God,	and
totally	separates	him	from	other	beings	(whether	humans,	angel	or	any	other	holy	figure),	and	rejects	any	form	of	dualism	or	Trinitarianism.	Chapter	112	of	the	Quran	states:	Say,	˹O	Prophet,˺	“He	is	God—One	˹and	Indivisible˺;	God—the	Sustainer	˹needed	by	all˺.	He	has	never	had	offspring,	nor	was	He	born.	And	there	is	none	comparable	to	Him.”— 
Surah	Al-Ikhlas	112:1–4	Main	articles:	God	in	Judaism	and	Names	of	God	in	Judaism	See	also:	Av	In	Judaism,	the	use	of	the	"Father"	title	is	generally	a	metaphor,	referring	to	the	role	as	Life-giver	and	Law-giver,	and	is	one	of	many	titles	by	which	Jews	speak	of	and	to	God.[3]	The	Jewish	concept	of	God	is	that	God	is	non-corporeal,	transcendent	and
immanent,	the	ultimate	source	of	love,[70][71][72][73]	and	a	metaphorical	"Father".[3]	The	Aramaic	term	for	father	(Hebrew:	אבא,	abba)	appears	in	traditional	Jewish	liturgy	and	Jewish	prayers	to	God	(e.g.	in	the	Kaddish).	According	to	Ariela	Pelaia,	in	a	prayer	of	Rosh	Hashanah,	Areshet	Sfateinu,	an	ambivalent	attitude	toward	God	is	demonstrated,	due
to	his	role	as	a	father	and	as	a	king.	Free	translation	of	the	relevant	sentence	may	be:	"today	every	creature	is	judged,	either	as	sons	or	as	slaves.	If	as	sons,	forgive	us	like	a	father	forgives	his	son.	If	as	slaves,	we	wait,	hoping	for	good,	until	the	verdict,	your	holy	majesty."[citation	needed]	Another	famous	prayer	emphasizing	this	dichotomy	is	called	Avinu
Malkeinu,	which	means	"Our	Father	Our	King"	in	Hebrew.	Usually	the	entire	congregation	will	sing	the	last	verse	of	this	prayer	in	unison,	which	says:	"Our	Father,	our	King,	answer	us	as	though	we	have	no	deed	to	plead	our	cause,	save	us	with	mercy	and	loving-kindness."[74]	Main	article:	God	in	Sikhism	The	Guru	Granth	consistently	refers	to	the
creator	as	"He"	and	"Father".	This	is	because	the	Granth	is	written	in	north	Indian	Indo-Aryan	languages	(mixture	of	Punjabi	and	dialects	of	Hindi)	which	have	no	neutral	gender.	Since	the	Granth	says	that	the	God	is	indescribable,	God	has	no	gender	according	to	Sikhism.[75]	God	in	the	Sikh	scriptures	has	been	referred	to	by	several	names,	picked	from
Indian	and	Semitic	traditions.	He	is	called	in	terms	of	human	relations	as	father,	mother,	brother,	relation,	friend,	lover,	beloved,	husband.	Other	names,	expressive	of	his	supremacy,	are	thakur,	prabhu,	svami,	sah,	patsah,	sahib,	sain	(Lord,	Master).[75]	Main	article:	God	the	Father	in	Western	art	Depiction	of	God	the	Father	(detail),	Pieter	de	Grebber,
1654	For	about	a	thousand	years,	no	attempt	was	made	to	portray	God	the	Father	in	human	form,	because	early	Christians	believed	that	the	words	of	Exodus	33:20	"Thou	canst	not	see	my	face:	for	there	shall	no	man	see	Me	and	live"	and	of	the	Gospel	of	John	1:18:	"No	man	hath	seen	God	at	any	time"	were	meant	to	apply	not	only	to	the	Father,	but	to	all



attempts	at	the	depiction	of	the	Father.[76]	Typically	only	a	small	part	of	the	body	of	Father	would	be	represented,	usually	the	hand,	or	sometimes	the	face,	but	rarely	the	whole	person,	and	in	many	images,	the	figure	of	the	Son	supplants	the	Father,	so	a	smaller	portion	of	the	person	of	the	Father	is	depicted.[77]	In	the	early	medieval	period	God	was
often	represented	by	Christ	as	the	Logos,	which	continued	to	be	very	common	even	after	the	separate	figure	of	God	the	Father	appeared.	Western	art	eventually	required	some	way	to	illustrate	the	presence	of	the	Father,	so	through	successive	representations	a	set	of	artistic	styles	for	the	depiction	of	the	Father	in	human	form	gradually	emerged	around
the	tenth	century	AD.	God	the	Father,	Jacob	Herreyns	the	Elder	By	the	twelfth	century	depictions	of	a	figure	of	God	the	Father,	essentially	based	on	the	Ancient	of	Days	in	the	Book	of	Daniel	had	started	to	appear	in	French	manuscripts	and	in	stained	glass	church	windows	in	England.	In	the	14th	century	the	illustrated	Naples	Bible	had	a	depiction	of	God
the	Father	in	the	Burning	bush.	By	the	15th	century,	the	Rohan	Book	of	Hours	included	depictions	of	God	the	Father	in	human	form	or	anthropomorphic	imagery.	Though	the	depiction	remains	rare	and	often	controversial	in	Eastern	Orthodox	art,	by	the	time	of	the	Renaissance	artistic	representations	of	God	the	Father	were	freely	used	in	the	Western
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Retrieved	from	"	Topical	EncyclopediaThe	term	"Father	in	Heaven"	is	a	central	concept	in	Christian	theology,	reflecting	the	intimate	and	personal	relationship	between	God	and	His	people.	This	title	emphasizes	God's	role	as	a	loving,	caring,	and	authoritative	figure	who	is	both	transcendent	and	immanent.Biblical	FoundationThe	concept	of	God	as
"Father"	is	rooted	in	both	the	Old	and	New	Testaments.	In	the	Old	Testament,	God	is	occasionally	referred	to	as	the	Father	of	Israel,	highlighting	His	role	as	the	creator	and	sustainer	of	the	nation.	For	instance,	in	Deuteronomy	32:6,	Moses	asks,	"Is	this	how	you	repay	the	LORD,	O	foolish	and	unwise	people?	Is	He	not	your	Father,	your	Creator,	who
made	you	and	formed	you?"In	the	New	Testament,	the	understanding	of	God	as	Father	is	expanded	and	deepened	through	the	teachings	of	Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	frequently	referred	to	God	as	His	Father,	and	He	taught	His	disciples	to	do	the	same.	In	the	Lord's	Prayer,	Jesus	instructs	His	followers	to	pray,	"Our	Father	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Your	name"
(Matthew	6:9).	This	prayer	underscores	the	personal	and	communal	relationship	believers	have	with	God,	acknowledging	His	holiness	and	sovereignty.Attributes	of	the	Heavenly	Father1.	Love	and	Compassion:	The	Father	in	Heaven	is	characterized	by	His	boundless	love	and	compassion	for	His	children.	John	3:16	declares,	"For	God	so	loved	the	world
that	He	gave	His	one	and	only	Son,	that	everyone	who	believes	in	Him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life."	This	sacrificial	love	is	the	foundation	of	the	Christian	faith.2.	Discipline	and	Guidance:	As	a	loving	Father,	God	disciplines	and	guides	His	children	for	their	growth	and	well-being.	Hebrews	12:7-10	states,	"Endure	suffering	as	discipline;	God	is
treating	you	as	sons.	For	what	son	is	not	disciplined	by	his	father?	If	you	do	not	experience	discipline	like	everyone	else,	then	you	are	illegitimate	children	and	not	true	sons."3.	Provision	and	Care:	The	Father	in	Heaven	provides	for	the	needs	of	His	children.	Jesus	reassures	His	followers	in	Matthew	6:31-32	,	"Therefore	do	not	worry,	saying,	‘What	shall
we	eat?’	or	‘What	shall	we	drink?’	or	‘What	shall	we	wear?’	For	the	pagans	strive	after	all	these	things,	and	your	heavenly	Father	knows	that	you	need	them."4.	Forgiveness	and	Mercy:	God's	nature	as	a	forgiving	Father	is	central	to	the	message	of	the	Gospel.	In	the	parable	of	the	prodigal	son,	Jesus	illustrates	the	Father's	readiness	to	forgive	and	restore
those	who	repent	(Luke	15:11-32).	This	parable	highlights	the	mercy	and	grace	extended	to	all	who	return	to	Him.Relationship	with	BelieversBelievers	are	invited	into	a	familial	relationship	with	God	through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	This	relationship	is	marked	by	trust,	obedience,	and	reverence.	Romans	8:15	affirms,	"For	you	did	not	receive	a	spirit	of
slavery	that	returns	you	to	fear,	but	you	received	the	Spirit	of	sonship,	by	whom	we	cry,	‘Abba!	Father!’"	This	intimate	term	"Abba"	reflects	the	closeness	and	affection	between	God	and	His	children.Role	in	the	TrinityWithin	the	doctrine	of	the	Trinity,	the	Father	is	the	first	person,	distinct	yet	co-equal	with	the	Son	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Father	is	the
source	and	origin	of	the	Godhead,	and	His	will	is	perfectly	carried	out	by	the	Son	and	the	Spirit.	The	unity	and	diversity	within	the	Trinity	exemplify	the	perfect	relationship	and	love	that	believers	are	called	to	emulate.ConclusionThe	title	"Father	in	Heaven"	encapsulates	the	essence	of	God's	relationship	with	humanity.	It	conveys	His	authority,	love,	and
care,	inviting	believers	into	a	deep	and	personal	relationship	with	Him.	Through	Jesus	Christ,	believers	are	adopted	into	God's	family,	experiencing	the	fullness	of	His	love	and	grace.


