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Norfolk, Virginia is a city on the water, but never watered down. Built on character, by characters, we’re a melting pot of people, cultures, and ideas. Explore Our Neighborhoods Norfolk’s walkable, waterfront downtown is the urban hub of the city full of shopping, entertainment, restaurants and excitement! The city’s oldest standing neighborhood,
Historic Freemason features beautiful tree-lined cobblestone streets, manicured gardens, historic homes and water views. The creative center of the city, NEON’s 80+ pieces of public art, live performances and eclectic restaurants are destined to inspire. Ghent is filled with character, culture and delicious cuisine — not to mention tons of eclectic
eateries, unique shops, art galleries and antique stores. Chelsea is one of the most walkable and bikeable neighborhoods in the city, with the celebrated Elizabeth River Trail (ERT) passing through the center. Lined with local breweries, eateries and street murals, the industrial neighborhoods of Park Place/Railroad District are sure to get any visit on
the right track. From zoo animals to wildly delicious restaurants, the LGBTQ+ friendly neighborhood of Riverview truly has something for everyone. Next door to Old Dominion University, Larchmont and Lochhaven are home to history, local restaurants, outdoor fun and perfect water views. The relaxing beachside communities of Ocean View and East
Beach are the perfect place to unwind with fresh seafood, sand and sun! Ideal for people on the move, Military Highway plays host to Norfolk International Airport and an abundance of shopping options. Read our blog for the latest — and greatest — happenings in the city. ££ - £££ ¢ Asian, Thai, Vegetarian friendly£f - £££  Cafe, British, Vegetarian
friendly££ - £££ « Indian, Asian, Baltif ¢ Italian, Pizza, Mediterraneanff - £££ ¢ American, British, GrillEf - £££ ¢« Mediterranean, Turkish, Middle Eastern County of England This article is about the county in England. For the city in the U.S. state of Virginia, see Norfolk, Virginia. For other uses, see Norfolk (disambiguation). Non-metropolitan and
ceremonial county in EnglandNorfolkNon-metropolitan and ceremonial countyClockwise from top: Cley next the Sea and its windmill; Norwich Cathedral; and the Guildhall, King's Lynn, showing Norfolk flint flushworkCoordinates: 52°4021"N 00°57°00"E / 52.67250°N 0.95000°E / 52.67250; 0.95000Sovereign stateUnited KingdomConstituent
countryEnglandRegionEast of EnglandEstablishedAnglo-Saxon period[1]Time zoneUTC+0 (GMT) ¢ Summer (DST)UTC+1 (BST)UK Parliament10 MPsPoliceNorfolk ConstabularyCeremonial countyLord LieutenantThe Lady Dannatt MBEHigh SheriffGeorgina Roberts (Lady Roberts of Swaffham)[2][3] (2020-21)Area[4]5,384 km2

(2,079 sq mi) » Rank5th of 48Population (2022)[4]925,299 « Rank25th of 48 ¢ Densityl72/km?2 (450/sq mi)Ethnicity96.5% white[5]Non-metropolitan countyCounty councilNorfolk County CouncilControlConservativeAdmin HQNorwichArea[6]5,384 km2 (2,079 sq mi) * Rank3rd of 21Population (2022)[6]925,299 « Rank7th of 21 * Density172/km?2
(450/sq mi)ISO 3166-2GB-NFKGSS codeE10000020ITLTLH13Websitenorfolk.gov.ukDistrictsDistricts of NorfolkDistricts Norwich South Norfolk Great Yarmouth Broadland North Norfolk King's Lynn and West Norfolk Breckland Norfolk (/'no:rfek/ NOR-fak) is a ceremonial county in England, located in East Anglia and officially part of the East of
England region. It borders Lincolnshire and The Wash to the north-west, the North Sea to the north and east, Cambridgeshire to the west, and Suffolk to the south. The largest settlement is the city of Norwich. The county has an area of 2,074 sq mi (5,370 km2) and a population of 859,400. It is largely rural with few large towns: after Norwich
(147,895), the largest settlements are King's Lynn (42,800) in the north-west, Great Yarmouth (38,693) in the east, and Thetford (24,340) in the south. For local government purposes Norfolk is a non-metropolitan county with seven districts. The centre of Norfolk is gently undulating lowland. To the east are the Broads, a network of rivers and lakes
which extend into Suffolk and which are protected by the Broads Authority, which give them a similar status to a national park. To the west the county contains part of the Fens, an extremely flat former marsh, and to the south is part of Thetford Forest. The geology of the county includes clay and chalk deposits, which make its coast susceptible to
erosion; the northern coast has been designated a national landscape. There is evidence of Prehistoric settlement in Norfolk. In the Roman era the region was home to the Iceni, whose leader Boudica led a major revolt in AD60. The Angles settled the area in the fifth century, and it became part of the Kingdom of East Anglia. During the later Middle
Ages the county was very prosperous and heavily involved in the wool trade; this allowed the construction of many large churches. In 1549 Norfolk was the scene of Kett's Rebellion, which unsuccessfully protested the enclosure of land. The county was not heavily industrialised during the Industrial Revolution, and Norwich lost its status as one of
England's largest cities. The contemporary economy is largely based on agriculture and tourism. Main articles: Prehistoric Norfolk and History of Norfolk The area that was to become Norfolk was settled in pre-Roman times (there were Palaeolithic settlers as early as 950,000 years ago), with camps along the higher land in the west, where flints
could be quarried.[7] A Brittonic tribe, the Iceni, emerged in the 1st century BC. The Iceni revolted against the Roman invasion in AD 47, and again in 60 led by Boudica. The crushing of the second rebellion opened the area to the Romans. During the Roman era roads and ports were constructed throughout the area and farming was widespread.
Situated on the east coast, the homelands of the Iceni were vulnerable to attacks from continental Europe and other parts of Britain, and forts were built to defend against raids by the Saxons and the Picts. A period of depopulation, which may have been due to these threats, seems to have followed the departure of the Romans.[8] Soon afterward,
Germanic peoples from the North Sea area settled in the region. Though they became known as Angles, they were likely not affiliated to any tribe in particular at the time of their migration. It is thought that the settlement here was early (possibly beginning at the start of the fifth century, thereby preceding the alleged date of Hengist and Horsa's
arrival in Kent) and that it occurred on a large scale.[9][10][11] By the 5th century the Angles had established control of the region and later became the "north folk" and the "south folk"; hence "Norfolk" and "Suffolk". Norfolk, Suffolk and several adjacent areas became the kingdom of East Anglia (one of the heptarchy), which later merged with
Mercia and then with Wessex. The influence of the early English settlers can be seen in the many place names ending in "-ham", "-ingham" and "-ton". Endings such as "-by" and "-thorpe" are also fairly common, indicating Danish toponyms: in the 9th century the region again came under attack, this time from Danes who killed the king, Edmund the
Martyr. Several place names around the Fenland area contain Celtic elements;[12] this has been taken by some scholars to represent a possibly significant concentration of Britons in the area. In the centuries before the Norman Conquest the wetlands of the east of the county began to be converted to farmland, and settlements grew in these areas.
Migration into East Anglia must have been high: by the time of the Domesday Book survey it was one of the most densely populated parts of the British Isles. During the high and late Middle Ages the county developed arable agriculture and woollen industries. Norfolk's prosperity at that time is evident from the county's large number of medieval
churches: out of an original total of over one thousand some 659 have survived, more than in any other county in Britain and the greatest concentration in the world.[13] The economy was in decline by the time of the Black Death, which dramatically reduced the population in 1349. Hand-drawn map of Suffolk by Christopher Saxton from 1573 Kett's
Rebellion occurred in Norfolk during the reign of Edward VI, largely in response to the enclosure of land by landlords, leaving peasants with nowhere to graze their animals, and to the general abuses of power by the nobility. It was led by Robert Kett, a yeoman farmer, who was joined by recruits from Norwich and the surrounding countryside. His
group numbered some 16,000 by the time the rebels stormed Norwich on 29 July 1549 and took the city. Kett's rebellion ended on 27 August when the rebels were defeated by an army under the leadership of John Dudley, 1st Duke of Northumberland at the Battle of Dussindale. Some 3,000 rebels were killed. Kett was captured, held in the Tower of
London, tried for treason, and hanged from the walls of Norwich Castle.[14][15][16] By the late 16th century Norwich had grown to become the second-largest city in England, but over one-third of its population died in the plague epidemic of 1579,[17] and in 1665 the Great Plague again killed around one-third of the population.[18] During the
English Civil War Norfolk was largely Parliamentarian. The economy and agriculture of the region declined somewhat. During the Industrial Revolution Norfolk developed little industry, except in Norwich, which was a late addition to the railway network. Early military units included the Norfolk Militia. In the 20th century the county developed a role
in aviation. The first development in airfields came with the First World War; there was then a massive expansion during the Second World War with the growth of the Royal Air Force and the influx of the American USAAF 8th Air Force which operated from many Norfolk airfields. Entrance to Norfolk at Walsoken, Wisbech on the Cambridgeshire and
Norfolk county boundary The local British Army regiments included the Royal Norfolk Regiment (now the Royal Anglian Regiment) and the Norfolk Yeomanry. The flag of the historic county of Norfolk During the Second World War agriculture rapidly intensified, and it has remained very intensive since, with the establishment of large fields for
growing cereals and oilseed rape. In 1998 Norfolk had a Gross Domestic Product of £9,319 million, which represents 1.5% of England's economy and 1.25% of the United Kingdom's economy. The GDP per head was £11,825, compared to £13,635 for East Anglia, £12,845 for England and £12,438 for the United Kingdom. In 1999-2000 the county had
an unemployment rate of 5.6%, compared to 5.8% for England and 6.0% for the UK.[19] Data from 2017 provided a useful update on the county's economy. The median hourly gross pay was £12.17 and the median weekly pay was £496.80; on a per year basis, the median gross income was £25,458. The employment rate among persons aged 16 to 64
was 74.2% while the unemployment rate was 4.6%.[20] The Norfolk economy was "treading water with manufacturing sales and recruitment remaining static in the first quarter of the year" according to research published in April 2018. A spokesperson for the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce made this comment: "At a time when Norfolk firms face
steep up-front costs, the apprenticeship system is in crisis, roads are being allowed to crumble, mobile phone and broadband 'not-spots' are multiplying, it's obvious that the key to improved productivity and competitiveness lies in getting the basics right". The solution was seen as a need for the UK government to provide "a far stronger domestic
economic agenda ... to fix the fundamentals needed for business to thrive here..."[21] In 2017, tourism was adding £3.25 billion to the economy per year and supported some 65,000 jobs, being the fifth most important employment in Norfolk. The visitor economy had increased in value by more than £500 million since 2012. [22] Important business
sectors also include energy (oil, gas and renewables), advanced engineering and manufacturing, and food and farming. Much of Norfolk's fairly flat and fertile land has been drained for use as arable land. The principal arable crops are sugar beet, wheat, barley (for brewing) and oil seed rape. The county also boasts a saffron grower.[23] Over 20% of
employment in the county is in the agricultural and food industries.[24] Well-known companies in Norfolk are Aviva (formerly Norwich Union), Colman's (part of Unilever), Lotus Cars and Bernard Matthews Farms. The Construction Industry Training Board is based on the former airfield of RAF Bircham Newton. Brewer Greene King, food producer
Cranswick and feed supplier ForFarmers [nl] were seeing growth in 2016-2017.[25] A local enterprise partnership was being established by business leaders to help grow jobs across Norfolk and Suffolk. They secured an enterprise zone to help grow businesses in the energy sector, and established the two counties as a centre for growing services
and products for the green economy. To help local industry in Norwich, the local council offered a wireless internet service, but this was subsequently withdrawn as funding had ceased.[26] The fishery business still continued in 2018, with individuals such as John Lee, a fifth generation crabman, who sells Cromer Crabs to eateries such as M
Restaurants and the Blueprint Café. The problem that he has found is attracting young people to this small industry which calls for working many hours per week during the season.[27] Lobster trapping also continued in North Norfolk, around Sheringham and Cromer, for example.[28] Norfolk's low-lying land and easily eroded cliffs, many of which
are composed of chalk and clay, make it vulnerable to weathering by the sea. The most recent major erosion event occurred during the North Sea flood of 1953. The low-lying section of coast between Kelling and Lowestoft Ness in Suffolk is currently managed by the British Environment Agency to protect the Broads from sea flooding. Management
policy for the North Norfolk coastline is described in the "North Norfolk Shoreline Management Plan" published in 2006, but has yet[when?] to be accepted by local authorities.[29] The Shoreline Management Plan states that the stretch of coast will be protected for at least another 50 years, but that in the event of sea level rise and post-glacial
lowering of land levels in the South East, there may a need for further research to inform future management decisions, including the possibility that the sea defences may have to be realigned to a more sustainable position. Natural England have contributed some research into the impacts on the environment of various realignment options. The draft
report of their research was leaked to the press, who created great anxiety by reporting that Natural England plan to abandon a large section of the Norfolk Broads, villages and farmland to the sea to save the rest of the Norfolk coastline from the impact of any adverse climate change.[30] The county is covered by BBC East and ITV Anglia, which
both broadcast from Norwich. Television signals are received from the Tacolneston TV transmitter.[31] However, northwestern parts of Norfolk including King's Lynn, Hunstanton and Wells-next-the-Sea are covered by BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, broadcasting from Hull, and ITV Yorkshire, which broadcast from Leeds. The area receives its
television signals from the Belmont TV transmitter.[32] BBC Local Radio for the county is served by BBC Radio Norfolk. County-wide commercial radio stations are Heart East, Greatest Hits Radio East, Amber Radio, and Kiss. Community based stations are Future Radio (serving Norwich), Harbour Radio (for Great Yarmouth),[33] KL.1 Radio (covering
North West Norfolk) [34] and Poppyland Community Radio (serving North Norfolk).[35] Norfolk is served by these local newspapers: Eastern Daily Press (county-wide) Norwich Evening News (Norwich) Great Yarmouth Mercury (Great Yarmouth) Lynn News (King's Lynn & Hunstanton) Diss Express (Diss) North Norfolk News (North Norfolk) See
also: List of schools in Norfolk Before 2011, Norfolk had a completely comprehensive state education or "maintained" system managed by Norfolk County Council, with secondary school age from 11 to 16 or in some schools with sixth forms, 18 years 0ld.[36] Since then, a number of schools formerly in the "maintained" system have left it to become
academies, or members of academy groups. Others have become free schools. Both academies and free schools are still publicly funded by the Department of Education but are not with county council management. In many of the rural areas, there is no nearby sixth form, and so sixth form colleges are found in larger towns. There are twelve private,
or private schools, including Gresham's School in Holt in the north of the county, Thetford Grammar School in Thetford, which is Britain's fifth oldest extant school, Langley School in Loddon, and several in the city of Norwich, including Norwich School and Norwich High School for Girls. The King's Lynn district has the largest school population.
Norfolk is also home to Wymondham College, the UK's largest remaining state boarding school. The University of East Anglia is located on the outskirts of Norwich, and Norwich University of the Arts is based in seven buildings in and around St George's Street in the city centre, next to the River Wensum. The City College Norwich and the College of
West Anglia are colleges covering Norwich and King's Lynn as well as Norfolk as a whole. Easton & Otley College, 7 mi (11 km) west of Norwich, provides agriculture-based courses for the county, parts of Suffolk, and nationally. The University of Suffolk also runs higher education courses in Norfolk, from multiple locations including Great Yarmouth
College.[26] Ward-by-ward map of the 2011 local district election results Map of the 2013 Norfolk County Council election results Norfolk is administered by Norfolk County Council, which is the top tier local government authority, based at County Hall in Norwich. For details of the authority click on the link Norfolk County Council. Below Norfolk
County Council the county is divided into seven second tier district councils: Breckland District, Broadland District, Great Yarmouth Borough, King's Lynn and West Norfolk Borough, North Norfolk District, Norwich City and South Norfolk District. Below the second tier councils the majority of the county is divided into parish and town councils, the
lowest tier of local government (the only exceptions being parts of Norwich and King's Lynn urban areas). Currently the Conservative Party control five of the seven district councils: Breckland District, Broadland District, King's Lynn and West Norfolk Borough, Great Yarmouth Borough and South Norfolk District while Norwich City is controlled by
the Labour Party and North Norfolk District by the Liberal Democrats. Norfolk County Council has been under Conservative control since 2017. There have been two periods when the council has not been run by the Conservative Party, both when no party had overall control, these were 1993-2001 and 2013-2017. The coat of arms of Norfolk County
Council For the full county council election results for 2017 and previous elections click on the link Norfolk County Council elections. The county is divided into ten parliamentary constituencies, with Waveney Valley straddling the border with Suffolk: Constituency Elected in 2024 Broadland and Fakenham Jerome Mayhew (Conservative) Great
Yarmouth Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) Norwich North Alice Macdonald (Labour) Norwich South Clive Lewis (Labour) North Norfolk Steffan Aquarone (Liberal Democrats) South Norfolk Ben Goldsborough (Labour) Mid Norfolk George Freeman (Conservative) North West Norfolk James Wild (Conservative) South West Norfolk Terry Jermy (Labour)
Waveney Valley Adrian Ramsay (Green Party) In the 1945 United Kingdom general election, all seats in Norfolk were won by the Labour Party and the National Liberal Party. In the 2010 General Election seven seats were held by the Conservatives and two by the Liberal Democrats. The Labour Party no longer held the urban constituencies they once
held in Norwich North and Great Yarmouth, leaving them with no MP's in the whole of East Anglia; the former Labour Home Secretary Charles Clarke was a high level casualty of that election. In the 2015 General Election seven seats were won by the Conservative Party, with Labour winning Norwich South and the Liberal Democrats winning North
Norfolk. In the 2017 General Election the 2015 result was repeated. In the 2024 General Election, Norfolk became the only county in the United Kingdom to be represented by MPs from five different parties. In October 2006, the Department for Communities and Local Government produced a Local Government White Paper inviting councils to submit
proposals for unitary restructuring. In January 2007 Norwich submitted its proposal, but this was rejected in December 2007 as it did not meet the criteria for acceptance. In February 2008, the Boundary Committee for England (from 1 April 2010 incorporated in the Local Government Boundary Commission for England) was asked to consider
alternative proposals for the whole or part of Norfolk, including whether Norwich should become a unitary authority, separate from Norfolk County Council. In December 2009, the Boundary Committee recommended a single unitary authority covering all of Norfolk, including Norwich.[37][38]1[39][40] However, on 10 February 2010, it was
announced that, contrary to the December 2009 recommendation of the Boundary Committee, Norwich would be given separate unitary status.[41] The proposed change was strongly resisted, principally by Norfolk County Council and the Conservative opposition in Parliament.[42] Reacting to the announcement, Norfolk County Council issued a
statement that it would seek leave to challenge the decision in the courts.[43] A letter was leaked to the local media in which the Permanent Secretary for the Department for Communities and Local Government noted that the decision did not meet all the criteria and that the risk of it "being successfully challenged in judicial review proceedings is
very high".[44] The Shadow Local Government and Planning Minister, Bob Neill, stated that should the Conservative Party win the 2010 general election, they would reverse the decision.[45] Following the 2010 general election, Eric Pickles was appointed Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government on 12 May 2010 in a Conservative-
Liberal Democrat coalition government. According to press reports, he instructed his department to take urgent steps to reverse the decision and maintain the status quo in line with the Conservative Party manifesto.[46][47] However, the unitary plans were supported by the Liberal Democrat group on the city council, and by Simon Wright, LibDem
MP for Norwich South, who intended to lobby the party leadership to allow the changes to go ahead.[48] The Local Government Act 2010 to reverse the unitary decision for Norwich (and Exeter and Suffolk) received Royal Assent on 16 December 2010. The disputed award of unitary status had meanwhile been referred to the High Court, and on 21
June 2010 the court (Mr. Justice Ouseley, judge) ruled it unlawful, and revoked it. The city has therefore failed to attain unitary status, and the two-tier arrangement of County and District Councils (with Norwich City Council counted among the latter) remains as of 2017.[49] Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service East of England Ambulance Service East
Anglian Air Ambulance Norfolk Constabulary British Transport Police HM Coastguard See also: List of places in Norfolk and List of settlements in Norfolk by population Flag of Norwich Norfolk's county town and only city is Norwich, one of the largest settlements in England during the Norman era. Norwich is home to the University of East Anglia,
and is the county's main business and culture centre. Other principal towns include the port town of King's Lynn and the seaside resort and Broads gateway town of Great Yarmouth. Based on the 2011 Census[50] the county's largest centres of population are: Norwich (213,166), Great Yarmouth (63,434), King's Lynn (46,093), Thetford (24,883),
Dereham (20,651), Wymondham (13,587), North Walsham (12,463), Attleborough (10,549), Downham Market (9,994), Diss (9,829), Fakenham (8,285), Cromer (7,749), Sheringham (7,367) and Swaffham (7,258). There are also several smaller market towns: Aylsham (6,016), Harleston (4,458) and Holt (3,810). Much of the county remains rural in
nature and Norfolk is believed to have around 200 lost settlements which have been largely or totally depopulated since the medieval period. These include places lost to coastal erosion, agricultural enclosure, depopulation and the establishment of the Stanford Training Area in 1940. Further information: Railways in Norfolk and List of Norfolk
airfields Holt railway station Norfolk is one of the few counties in England that does not have a motorway. The A11 connects Norfolk to Cambridge and London, via the M11. From the west, there are only two routes from Norfolk that provide a direct link with the Al: the A47 to the East Midlands and Birmingham, via Peterborough, and the A17 to the
East Midlands, via Lincolnshire. These two routes both meet at King's Lynn, which is also the starting point of the A10, providing West Norfolk with a direct link with London, via Ely, Cambridge and Hertford. Norwich railway station There are two main railway lines that link Norfolk with London. The Great Eastern Main Line hosts inter-city services
from Norwich to Liverpool Street, via Ipswich and Colchester. The Fen line provides regular services between King's Lynn and King's Cross, via Ely and Cambridge. In addition, the Breckland line provides access from Norwich and Thetford to destinations to the west including Peterborough, Nottingham, Sheffield, Manchester and Liverpool. Norwich
Airport provides flights to various European destinations, including a link to Amsterdam which offers onward flights throughout the world. Main article: Norfolk dialect The Norfolk dialect is also known as "Broad Norfolk", although over the modern age much of the vocabulary and many of the phrases have died out due to a number of factors, such as
radio, TV and people from other parts of the country coming to Norfolk. As a result, the speech of Norfolk is more of an accent than a dialect, though one part retained from the Norfolk dialect is the distinctive grammar of the region.[citation needed] People from Norfolk are sometimes known as Norfolk Dumplings,[51] an allusion to the flour
dumplings that were traditionally a significant part of the local diet.[52] More cutting, perhaps, was the alleged pejorative medical slang term "Normal for Norfolk",[53] alluding to the county's perceived status as a quirky rustic backwater due to a high level of inbreeding among residents.[54][55] Norfolk is a popular tourist destination and has
several major holiday attractions. There are many seaside resorts, including some of the finest British beaches, such as those at Great Yarmouth, Cromer and Holkham. Norfolk contains the Broads and other areas of outstanding natural beauty and many areas of the coast are wild bird sanctuaries and reserves with some areas designated as national
parks such as the Norfolk Coast AONB. Elm Hill in the historic city of Norwich The Norfolk Coast in the little village of Mundesley near Cromer The bridge at Wroxham The beach at Holkham National Nature Reserve The King's residence at Sandringham House in Sandringham provides a year-round tourist attraction whilst the coast and some rural
areas are popular locations for people from the conurbations to purchase weekend holiday homes. Arthur Conan Doyle first conceived the idea for The Hound of the Baskervilles whilst holidaying in Cromer with Bertram Fletcher Robinson, after hearing local folklore tales regarding the mysterious hound known as Black Shuck.[56][57] This section
does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (July 2011) (Learn how and when to remove this message) Norfolk has several amusement parks and zoos. Thrigby Hall near Great Yarmouth was built in 1736 by Joshua Smith Esquire and features a
zoo which houses a large tiger enclosure, primate enclosures and the swamp house which has many crocodiles and alligators. Holkham Hall is an 18th-century stately home and visitor attraction, constructed in the Palladian style and at the centre of a 3,000-acre deer park on the North Norfolk coast with a woodland play area, walled garden and
farming exhibition. Roarr! Dinosaur Adventure (formerly Dinosaur Adventure) is a dinosaur themed adventure park in Lenwade. It is set in 85 acres of parkland and has a dinosaur trail, indoor play area, high ropes course and outdoor water play area. Great Yarmouth Pleasure Beach is a free-entry theme park, hosting over twenty large rides as well as
a crazy golf course, water attractions, children's rides and "white knuckle" rides. BeWILDerwood is an adventure park situated in the Norfolk Broads and is the setting for the book A Boggle at BeWILDerwood by local children's author Tom Blofeld. Britannia Pier on the coast of Great Yarmouth has rides which include a ghost train. Also on the pier is
the famous Britannia Pier Theatre. Banham Zoo is set amongst 35 acres (14 ha) of parkland and gardens with enclosures for animals including big cats, birds of prey, siamangs and shire horses. Its annual visitor attendance is in excess of 200,000 people.[58] Pensthorpe Nature Reserve, near the town of Fakenham in north Norfolk, is a nature reserve
with many captive birds and animals. Such species include native birds such as lapwing and Eurasian crane, to much more exotic examples like Marabou stork, Greater flamingo, and Manchurian crane. The site played host to the BBC's Springwatch from 2008 until 2010. A number of human-made lakes are home to a range of wild birds, and provide
stop-off points for many wintering ducks and geese. The Sea Life Centre in Great Yarmouth is One of the biggest sea life centres in the country. The Great Yarmouth centre is home to a tropical shark display, one resident of which is Britain's biggest shark 'Nobby' the Nurse Shark. The same display, with its walk-through underwater tunnel, also
features the wreckage of a World War II aircraft. The centre also includes over 50 native species including shrimps, starfish, sharks, stingrays and conger eels. The Sea Life Sanctuary in Hunstanton is Norfolk's leading marine rescue centre and works both as a visitor attraction as well as a location for rescuing and rehabilitating sick and injured sea
creatures found in the nearby Wash and North Sea. The attractions main features are similar to that of the Sea Life Centre in Great Yarmouth, albeit on a slightly smaller scale. This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (June
2015) (Learn how and when to remove this message) Britannia Pier Theatre Royal Norwich Playhouse The Pavilion Theatre (Cromer) is a 510-seater venue on the end of Cromer Pier, best known for hosting the 'end-of-the-pier' show, the Seaside Special. The theatre also presents comedy, music, dance, opera, musicals and community shows. The
Britannia Pier Theatre (Great Yarmouth) mainly hosts popular comedy acts such as the Chuckle Brothers and Jim Davidson. The theatre has 1,200 seats and is one of the largest in Norfolk. The Theatre Royal in Norwich has been on its present site for nearly 250 years, the act of parliament in the tenth year of the reign of George II having been
rescinded in 1761. The 1,300-seat theatre, the largest in the city, hosts a mix of national touring productions including musicals, dance, drama, family shows, stand-up comedians, opera and pop. The Norwich Playhouse hosts theatre, comedy, music and other performing arts. It has a seating capacity of 300. The Maddermarket Theatre in Norwich
opened in 1921 and was the first permanent recreation of an Elizabethan theatre. The founder was Nugent Monck who had worked with William Poel. The theatre has a seating capacity of 312.[59] The Norwich Puppet Theatre was founded in 1979 by Ray and Joan DaSilva as a permanent base for their touring company and was first opened as a
public venue in 1980, following the conversion of the medieval church of St. James in the heart of Norwich. Under subsequent artistic directors - Barry Smith and Luis Z. Boy - the theatre established its current pattern of operation. It is a nationally unique[citation needed] venue dedicated to puppetry, and currently houses a 185-seat raked
auditorium, 50 seat Octagon Studio, workshops, an exhibition gallery, shop and licensed bar. It is the only theatre in the Eastern region with a year-round programme of family-centred entertainment.[citation needed] The Garage studio theatre (Norwich) can seat up to 110 people in a range of different layouts. It can also be used for standing events
and can accommodate up to 180 people. The Platform Theatre (Norwich) is in the grounds of City College Norwich (CCN), and has a large stage with raked seating for an audience of around 200. The theatre plays host to performances by both student and professional companies. The Sewell Barn Theatre (Norwich) is the smallest theatre in Norwich
and has a seating capacity of 100. The auditorium features raked seating on three sides of an open acting space. The Norwich Arts Centre (Norwich) theatre opened in 1977 in St. Benedict's Street, and has a capacity of 290. The Princess Theatre (Hunstanton) stands overlooking the Wash and the green in the East Coast resort of Hunstanton. It is a
472-seat venue. Open all year round, the theatre plays host to a wide variety of shows from comedy to drama, celebrity shows to music for all tastes and children's productions. It has a six-week summer season plus an annual Christmas pantomime. Sheringham Little Theatre has seating for 180. The theatre programmes a variety of plays, musicals and
music, and also shows films. The Gorleston Pavilion is an original Edwardian building with a seating capacity of 300, situated on the Norfolk coast. The theatre stages plays, pantomimes, musicals and concerts as well as a 26-week summer season. According to estimates by the Office for National Statistics, the population of Norfolk in 2018 was
903,680, split almost evenly between males and females. Roughly 24.3% of the population was aged 65 or older, compared to 18.2% for the whole of England. Ethnic category Norfolk East of England England (total) No. % No. % No. % Asian/Asian British 13,017 1.5 278,372 4.8 4,143,403 7.8 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British 4,609 0.5 117,442 2
1,846,614 3.5 Mixed/multiple ethnic groups 10,027 1.2 112,116 1.9 1,192,879 2.3 Other ethnic group 2,217 0.3 28,841 0.5 548,418 1.0 English 828,018 96.5 5,310,194 90.8 45,281,142 85.4 Source:[60] Further information: Category:People from Norfolk George VI, King/Emperor of the United Kingdom. Born and died on the Sandringham Estate.
Joseph Ames, naval commander. Born and lived in Great Yarmouth Joseph Ames, bibliographer and antiquary. Born in Great Yarmouth Hannah Amond, pop singer from Norwich. Diana Athill, literary editor and author, South Norfolk and Ditchingham Alexander Baker (Jesuit), missionary to India Peter Bellamy, folk singer and musician, who was
brought up in North Norfolk Henry Blofeld, Cricket commentator Henry Blogg, the UK's most decorated lifeboatman, who was from Cromer Francis Blomefield, Anglican rector, early topographical historian of Norfolk James Blunt, English acoustic folk rock singer-songwriter who was raised in Norfolk during his childhood Boudica, scourge of the
occupying Roman Army in first century Britain and queen of the Iceni, British tribe occupying an area slightly larger than modern Norfolk Martin Brundle, former motor-racing driver and now a commentator was born in King's Lynn Edward Bulwer-Lytton, 1st Baron Lytton, writer, born at Heydon George Russell (racing driver), Formula 1 driver, born
in Kings Lynn, and educated at Wisbech grammar school. Dave Bussey, former BBC Radio 2 and current BBC Radio Lincolnshire presenter Michael Carroll (29 March 1983-) lottery winner Howard Carter, archaeologist who discovered Tutankhamun's tomb; his childhood was spent primarily in Swaffham Edith Cavell, a nurse executed by the Germans
for aiding the escape of prisoners in World War I Sam Claflin, actor, grew up in Norwich and studied at Costessey High School Sam Clemmett, actor, from Brundall known for starring in West End stage play Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, Haribo Tangfastics television advert and the BBC documentary Murder Games: The Life and Death of Breck
Bednar where he played Breck Bednar the teen murdered by Lewis Daynes Edward Coke, 17th-century jurist and author of the Petition of Right was born in Mileham and educated at Norwich School Olivia Colman, actress, born and educated in Norfolk Jamie Cutter, co-founder of Cutter & Buck, America's largest golf apparel providers, born in
Norwich Cathy Dennis, singer and songwriter, from Norwich Diana, Princess of Wales, first wife of Charles, Prince of Wales, was born and grew up in Park House near the Sandringham estate Charles Spencer, 9th Earl Spencer brother of Diana, Princess of Wales and maternal uncle to H.R.H. Prince William, Duke of Cambridge and Prince Harry,
Duke of Sussex Anthony Duckworth-Chad, landowner and Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk Sir James Dyson, inventor and entrepreneur, was born at Cromer, grew up at Holt and was educated at Gresham's School Bill (1916-1986), Brian (1922-2009), Eric (1914-1993), Geoff (1918-2004), John (1937-), and Justin Edrich (1961-), cricketers Nathan
Fake, electronic dance music producer/D]J Pablo Fanque, equestrian and popular Victorian circus proprietor, whose 1843 poster advertisement inspired The Beatles song, Being for the Benefit of Mr. Kite!, born in Norwich Natasha and Ralph Firman, racing drivers, were both born and brought up in Norfolk and educated at Gresham's School Caroline
Flack, television presenter, who grew up in East Wretham and went to school in Watton Margaret Fountaine, butterfly collector, was born in Norfolk, and her collection is housed in Norwich Castle Museum Elizabeth Fry, prominent 19th century Quaker prison reformer pictured on the Bank of England £5 note, born and raised in Norwich Stephen
Fry, actor, comedian, writer, producer, director and author who was born in London and was brought up in the village of Booton near Reepham. He now has a second home near King's Lynn Samuel Fuller, signed the Mayflower Compact William Gooderham Sr. (29 August 1790 - 20 August 1881) was an English distiller, businessman, and banker. He
was a founder of the Gooderham and Worts distillery in Toronto, Canada. Claire Goose, actress who starred in Casualty, was raised in Norfolk Ed Graham, drummer of Lowestoft band The Darkness, was born in Great Yarmouth Sienna Guillory, actress, from north Norfolk, who was educated at Gresham's School Sir Henry Rider Haggard, novelist,
author of She, King Solomon's Mines, born Bradenham 1856 and lived after his marriage at Ditchingham Lilias Rider Haggard, daughter of Henry Rider Haggard and author of books about Norfolk Lauren Hemp, footballer for England, part of the squad that won the UEFA Women's Euro 2022, was born in North Walsham and played for Norwich City
Women FC Jake Humphrey, BBC presenter, spent most of his childhood in Norwich Andy Hunt, footballer, grew up in Ashill. Julian of Norwich, mediaeval mystic, born probably in Norwich in 1342; lived much of her life as a recluse in Norwich Robert Kett, leader of Kett's Rebellion in East Anglia 1549, from Wymondham R. W. Ketton-Cremer, Norfolk
historian and former owner of Felbrigg Hall Sid Kipper, Norfolk humourist, author, songwriter and singer Myleene Klass, former Hear'Say singer, comes from Gorleston Holly Lerski, singer and songwriter, former member of the band Angelou, grew up and resides in Norfolk Henry Leslie, actor and playwright, born 1830 at Walsoken Samuel Lincoln,
ancestor of US president Abraham Lincoln Matthew Macfadyen, actor who starred in Spooks, was born in Great Yarmouth Kenneth McKee, surgeon who pioneered hip replacement surgery techniques, lived in Tacolneston Danny Mills, footballer, born in Norwich Sir John Mills, actor, born in North Elmham R. H. Mottram, author and former Lord
Mayor of Norwich Horatio, Lord Nelson, Admiral and British hero who played a major role in the Battle of Trafalgar, born and schooled in Norfolk Nimmo Twins, sketch comedy duo well known in Norfolk King Olav V of Norway, born at Flitcham on the Sandringham estate Beth Orton, singer-songwriter, was born in Dereham and raised in Norwich
Thomas Paine, philosopher, born in Thetford Ronan Parke, Britain's Got Talent 2011 finalist and runner up Margaret Paston, author of many of the Paston Letters, born 1423, lived at Gresham Barry Pinches, snooker player who comes from Norwich Matthew Pinsent, Olympic champion rower, was born in Holt Prasutagus, 1st-century king of the Iceni,
who occupied roughly the area which is now Norfolk Philip Pullman, author, born in Norwich Miranda Raison, actress, from north Norfolk, who was educated at Gresham's School Anna Sewell, writer, author of Black Beauty, born at Great Yarmouth, lived part of her life at Old Catton near Norwich and buried at Lamas, near Buxton Thomas Shadwell,
playwright, satirist and Poet Laureate Martin Skillings, Quantity Surveyor, born in Titchwell, Norfolk and the first contestant to win £125,000 on the British TV version of Who Wants To Be A Millionaire in 1999 Allan Smethurst, 'The Singing Postman' who sang songs in his Norfolk dialect, was from Sheringham Hannah Spearritt, actress and former S
Club 7 singer, who is from Gorleston Roger Taylor, drummer of the rock band Queen was born in King's Lynn and spent the early part of his childhood in Norfolk Adam Thoroughgood, colonial leader in Virginia, namer of New Norfolk County, which later became Norfolk, Virginia Peter Trudgill, sociolinguist specialising in accents and dialects
including his own native Norfolk dialect, was born and bred in Norwich George Vancouver, born King's Lynn. Captain and explorer in the Royal Navy Stella Vine, English artist, spent many of her early years in Norwich Sir Robert Walpole, first Earl of Orford, regarded as the first British prime minister Tim Westwood, rap D] and Radio 1 presenter,
grew up in and around Norwich Parson Woodforde, 18th century clergyman and diarist Nick Youngs (1959-) and his two sons, Ben (1989-) and Tom (1987-) were both raised close to the town of Aylsham on their father's farm[61] Youngs is a former rugby union player for Leicester Tigers and England. Both sons went on to represent the national
rugby union team. This list of "famous" or "notable" people has no clear inclusion or exclusion criteria. Please help improve this article by defining clear inclusion criteria to contain only subjects that fit those criteria. (June 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this message) The following people were not born or brought up in Norfolk but are long-
term residents of Norfolk, are well known for living in Norfolk at some point in their lives, or have contributed in some significant way to the county. Verily Anderson (1915-2010), writer, lived in North Norfolk Stuart Ashen, comedian, animator, actor and online reviewer, born and lives in Norfolk Julian Assange, Australian publisher, journalist, writer,
computer programmer, Internet activist and editor in chief of Wikil.eaks, lived since 16 December 2010 in Ellingham Hall, the mansion of Vaughan Smith, under house arrest whilst fighting extradition to Sweden, before relocating to Kent in December 2011 Peter Baker (1921-1966), British Conservative MP for South Norfolk Mary Bristow (1781-
1805), landscape gardener, owner of Quidenham Hall Bill Bryson, writer, has lived in the county since 2003 Adam Buxton, comedian and one half of Adam and Joe, moved to Norfolk in 2008 Richard Condon (1937-1991), Theatre Royal, Norwich and Pavilion Theatre, Cromer Pier manager Revd Richard Enraght (1837-1898), 19th century clergyman,
religious controversialist, Rector of St Swithun, Bintree Liza Goddard TV and stage actress, lives in the village of Syderstone Trisha Goddard, TV personality, lives in Norwich and writes a column in the local newspaper the Eastern Daily Press Roderick Gordon, writer of Tunnels series, lives in North Norfolk Adriana Hunter, translator of French
novels, lives in Norfolk John Major, British prime minister from 1990 to 1997, has a holiday home in Weybourne Alan Partridge, fictional tongue-in-cheek media personality portrayed by Steve Coogan. His feature film Alan Partridge: Alpha Papa was set, filmed and had its world premiere in Norwich in 2013 Pocahontas (c. 1596-1617), who lived at
Heacham Hall for part of her life when she was married to John Rolfe Martin Shaw, stage, television and film actor, is based in Norfolk Delia Smith, cookery writer and major Norwich City Football Club shareholder John Wilson (1943-2018), angler, writer and broadcaster Wells-next-the-Sea River Wensum, Norwich Norwich Cathedral: spire and south
transept St John the Baptist Cathedral, Norwich Custos Rotulorum of Norfolk - List of Keepers of the Rolls Duke of Norfolk Earl of Norfolk Healthcare in Norfolk High Sheriff of Norfolk List of parliamentary constituencies in Norfolk List of future transport developments in the East of England List of places in Norfolk Norfolk (UK Parliament
constituency) - List of MPs for the Norfolk constituency Norfolk Police Norfolk Police and Crime Commissioner Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier Recreational walks in Norfolk ~ Recorded in wills of 1043-45: Ekwall, Eilert (1940) The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names; 2nd ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press; p. 327 citing Whitelock, Dorothy,
ed. Anglo-Saxon Wills. Cambridge, 1930 ©~ "No0.62943" (62943). The London Gazette. 13 March 2020: 5161. Archived from the original on 29 October 2020. Retrieved 30 November 2020. {{cite journal}}: Cite journal requires |journal= (help) ©~ "New High Sheriff of Norfolk announced as Cockley Cley Hall resident". Lynn News. 31 March 2020.
Archived from the original on 11 October 2020. Retrieved 30 November 2020. ©~ a b "Mid-2022 population estimates by Lieutenancy areas (as at 1997) for England and Wales". Office for National Statistics. 24 June 2024. Retrieved 26 June 2024. ~ "Population and demography overview". Norfolk Insight. Archived from the original on 19 February
2015. Retrieved 13 June 2015. ™ a b "Mid-Year Population Estimates, UK, June 2022". Office for National Statistics. 26 March 2024. Retrieved 3 May 2024. ™ "Broads History Guide Norfolk UK". Archived from the original on 29 August 2008. Retrieved 23 September 2017. ©~ Dark, Ken R. "Large-scale population movements into and from Britain south
of Hadrian's Wall in the fourth to sixth centuries AD" (PDF). Archived from the original (PDF) on 1 June 2021. Retrieved 18 June 2020. ©~ Toby F. Martin, The Cruciform Brooch and Anglo-Saxon England, Boydell and Brewer Press (2015), pp. 174-178 ~ Catherine Hills, "The Anglo-Saxon Migration: An Archaeological Case Study of Disruption," in
Migrations and Disruptions, ed. Brenda J. Baker and Takeyuki Tsuda, pp. 45-48 ~ Coates, Richard. "Celtic whispers: revisiting the problems of the relation between Brittonic and Old English". Archived from the original on 13 August 2021. Retrieved 18 June 2020. ©~ Susan Oosthuizen, The Anglo-Saxon Fenland (2017), pp. 42-43 ~ "Medieval Churches
in Norfolk :: Geograph Britain and Ireland". Geograph.org.uk. 24 September 2010. Archived from the original on 27 September 2013. Retrieved 25 September 2013. ~ "Kett's Rebellion". britainexpress.com. Archived from the original on 8 July 2019. Retrieved 22 April 2022. ™ Robert Ket and the Norfolk Rising ™~ McGregor, Jon (20 May 2019).
"Radicalism, rebellion and Robert Kett: a walk through Norwich's history". The Guardian. Archived from the original on 8 July 2019. Retrieved 22 April 2022. ~ "Voices of the Powerless: Boils and Buboes". BBC Radio 4. 29 August 2002. Archived from the original on 6 January 2009. Retrieved 3 November 2008. ©~ 4Seen web construction, Judi Ingram.
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metres off the shoreline and up to 20 miles long - is so important ~ "Shoreline Management Plan". north-norfolk.org. 22 February 2008. Archived from the original on 8 June 2008. Retrieved 15 May 2008. ~ Elliott, Valerie (29 March 2008). "Climate change: surrender a slab of Norfolk, say conservationists". The Times. London. Archived from the
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(England). Norfolk County Council Norfolk tourism (official site) Photos of Norfolk Norfolk E-Map Explorer - historical maps and aerial photographs of Norfolk Norfolk Record Office - Government agency that collects and preserves records of historical significance for Norfolk and makes them publicly accessible - useful for genealogical research
Guide to the Norfolk County, Collection of English Deeds ca. 1409-ca.1826 at the University of Chicago Special Collections Research Center Retrieved from " 2For other uses, see The Mighty Eighth. "VIII Bomber Command" redirects here. For the VIII Bomber Command of 1945-1946, see 20th Bombardment Wing. Numbered air force of the United
States Air Force Eighth Air Force (Air Forces Strategic)The Shield of the Eighth Air ForceActive3 June 2008 - present (as Eighth Air Force (Air Forces Strategic))22 February 1944 - 3 June 2008 (as Eighth Air Force)19 January 1942 - 22 February 1944 (as VIII Bomber Command)(83 years, 4 months)[1]Country United StatesBranch United States Air
Force (18 September 1947 - present) United States Army ( Army Air Forces, 19 January 1942 - 18 September 1947)TypeNumbered Air ForceRoleProvides conventional and nuclear bomber forces to U.S. Strategic Command and serves as the air component for global strike for U.S. Strategic Command[2]Part of Air Force Global Strike Command U.S.
Strategic CommandHeadquartersBarksdale Air Force Base, Bossier Parish, Louisiana, U.S.Nickname(s)"The Mighty Eighth"[a]Motto(s)"Peace Through Strength"EngagementsWorld War II - European-African-Middle Eastern TheaterWorld War II - Asiatic-Pacific Theater[1]DecorationsAir Force Outstanding Unit Award with Combat "V" DeviceAir
Force Outstanding Unit AwardRepublic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with PalmCommandersCurrentcommanderMaj. Gen. Jason ArmagostMobilization Assistant to the CommanderBrig. Gen. Scheid P. HodgesCommand ChiefCCM Ronnie J. WoodsNotablecommandersJames DoolittleIra C. EakerCarl "Tooey" Spaatz Samuel E. AndersonMilitary unit The
Eighth Air Force (Air Forces Strategic) is a numbered air force (NAF) of the United States Air Force's Air Force Global Strike Command (AFGSC). It is headquartered at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana. The command serves as Air Forces Strategic - Global Strike, one of the air components of United States Strategic Command (USSTRATCOM).
The Eighth Air Force includes the heart of America's heavy bomber force: the Northrop Grumman B-2 Spirit stealth bomber, the Rockwell B-1 Lancer supersonic bomber, and the Boeing B-52 Stratofortress heavy bomber aircraft. VIII Bomber Command of the United States Army Air Forces was established early in 1942. The first combat units arrived
in the United Kingdom in June and combat operations began in July with first heavy bomber operations in August. Its bomber units were deployed in the UK, chiefly around East Anglia. From June 1943 it was the daylight bombing part of the Combined Bomber Offensive against Germany. VIII Bomber Command was redesignated as Eighth Air Force
on 22 February 1944. The Eighth Army Air Force (8 AAF) was a United States Army Air Forces combat air force in the European theater of World War II (1939/41-1945), engaging in operations primarily in the Northern Europe area of responsibility; carrying out strategic bombing of enemy targets in France, the Low Countries, and Germany;[3] and
engaging in air-to-air fighter combat against enemy aircraft until the German capitulation in May 1945. It was the largest of the deployed combat Army Air Forces in numbers of personnel, aircraft, and equipment. During the Cold War (1945-1991), 8 AF was one of three Numbered Air Forces of the United States Air Force's Strategic Air Command
(SAC), with a three-star general headquartered at Westover Air Force Base, Massachusetts commanding USAF strategic bombers and missiles on a global scale. Elements of 8 AF engaged in combat operations during the Korean War (1950-1953); Vietnam War (1961-1975), as well as the Gulf War (Operation Desert Storm), (1990-1991) over Iraq and
occupied Kuwait in the First Persian Gulf War. Eighth Air Force is one of two active duty numbered air forces in the Air Force Global Strike Command. Eighth Air Force, with headquarters at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier Parish, Louisiana, supports U.S. Strategic Command, and is designated as U.S. Strategic Command's Task Force 204,
providing on-alert, combat-ready forces to the president. The mission of "The Mighty Eighth" is to safeguard America's interests through strategic deterrence and global combat power. Eighth Air Force controls long-range nuclear-capable bomber assets throughout the United States and overseas locations. Its flexible, conventional and nuclear
deterrence mission provides the capability to deploy forces and engage enemy threats from home station or forward positioned, anywhere, any time. The 8th Air Force motto is "Peace Through Strength." The Eighth Air Force team consists of more than 16,000 Regular Air Force (e.g., active duty), Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve
professionals operating and maintaining a variety of aircraft capable of deploying air power to any area of the world. This air power includes the heart of America's heavy bomber force, deploying the Rockwell B-1 Lancer, Northrop Grumman B-2 Spirit and the Boeing B-52 Stratofortress. The Mighty Eighth's B-52 force consists of 76 bombers assigned
to two active duty wings, the 2d Bomb Wing at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana and the 5th Bomb Wing at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota, and one reserve wing, the 307th Bomb Wing at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana. The B-2 force consists of 20 bombers assigned to the active duty 509th Bomb Wing along with the Missouri Air
National Guard's associate 131st Bomb Wing at Whiteman AFB, Missouri. The B-1 force consists of 62 bombers assigned to the active duty 7th Bomb Wing at Dyess AFB, Texas and the 28th Bomb Wing at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. The 131st Bomb Wing is operationally-gained by AFGSC and 8 AF from the Air National Guard, while the 307th
Bomb Wing is operationally-gained from Air Force Reserve Command and 10th Air Force.[4][5] Major General Mark E. Weatherington assumed command of 8th Air Force on 12 June 2020. For additional history and lineage, see United States Air Forces in Europe. Eighth Air Force was established as VIII Bomber Command on 19 January 1942 and
activated at Langley Field, Virginia on 1 February. It was reassigned to Savannah Army Air Base, Georgia on 10 February 1942. An advanced detachment of VIII Bomber Command was established at RAF Daws Hill, near RAF Bomber Command Headquarters at RAF High Wycombe, on 23 February in preparation for its units to arrive in the United
Kingdom from the United States. The first combat group of VIII Bomber Command to arrive in the United Kingdom was the ground echelon of the 97th Bombardment Group, which arrived at RAF Polebrook and RAF Grafton Underwood on 9 June 1942. B-17 Flying Fortresses over Eastern Europe during World War II VIII Bomber Command launched
its first raid in North-western Europe on 4 July 1942, when six RAF Douglas Boston (A-20 Havoc) bombers flown by crews of the 15th Bombardment Squadron (Light), accompanied by another six Bostons from the more experienced No. 226 Squadron RAF, commanded by Captain Charles C. Kegelman attacked four airfields[b] in the Netherlands.[6]
Alerted to the attack, the airfield defences were prepared for the raid when it arrived. The right propeller of Kegelman's Boston was shot away by flak while over the target at De Kooy Airfield[7][self-published source?] Further ground fire caused damage to his right wing, and the engine caught fire. Kegelman's aircraft lost altitude and even bounced
off the ground, but he was able to bring the damaged bomber home and received the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) from General Carl Spaatz on 11 July. This was the first DSC earned by a member of the Eighth Air Force in World War II. The other American-flown Boston had been shot down over De Kooy.[6] Regular combat operations by the
VIII Bomber Command began on 17 August 1942, when the 97th Bombardment Group flew twelve Boeing B-17E Flying Fortresses on the first VIII Bomber Command heavy bomber mission of the war from RAF Grafton Underwood, attacking the Rouen-Sotteville marshalling yards in France. Colonel Frank A. Armstrong may have been the commander



of the 97th, but at the time of the raid, not yet left seat qualified. On this mission, he sat in the co-pilot's seat of the lead B-17, Butcher Shop[8][self-published source] The pilot in command and leader of this historic mission was Paul Tibbets, who on 6 August 1945, dropped the first Atomic Bomb, Little Boy, on Hiroshima from the Boeing B-29
Superfortress, Enola Gay. During World War II, the offensive air forces of the United States Army Air Forces (USAAF) came to be classified as strategic or tactical. A strategic air force was that with a mission to attack an enemy's war effort beyond his front-line forces, predominantly production and supply facilities, whereas a tactical air force
supported ground campaigns, usually with objectives selected through co-operation with the armies. In Europe, Eighth Air Force was the first USAAF strategic air force, with a mission to support an invasion of continental Europe from the British Isles. Eighth Air Force carried out strategic daytime bombing operations in Western Europe from airfields
in eastern England as part of the Combined Bomber Offensive. The Pointblank directive of June 1943 redirected the Allied strategic bombing effort against the German air force in order to reduce it to the point where it could not oppose the planned invasion of France in mid-1944. Also in June 1943, two groups of the Eight Air Force from England
began training for the upcoming Operation Tidal Wave, a low-level raid on the Ploiesti refineries in Romania. A third group, the 389th, which was originally scheduled to deploy to England, was also assigned to the mission. The groups were transferred to Libya in July, where together with the Ninth Air Force attacked targets in support of the Allied
invasion of Sicily. A few weeks after Tidal Wave, the Eighth Air Force groups returned to England.[9] B-17 Flying Fortresses from the 398th Air Expeditionary Group fly a bombing run to Neumiinster, Germany, on 13 April 1945; three weeks later, on 8 May, Nazi Germany surrendered, and Victory in Europe Day was declared. External videos Target
For Today - 1943 VIII Bomber Command film on YouTube On 4 January 1944, the Consolidated B-24 Liberators and B-17s based in England flew their last mission as a subordinate part of VIII Bomber Command. On 22 February 1944, a massive reorganization of American airpower took place in Europe. The original Eighth Air Force was redesignated
as the United States Strategic Air Forces (USSTAF). VIII Bomber Command, re-designated as Eighth Air Force, and Ninth Air Force were assigned to (USSTAF). VIII Bomber Command, after redesignation as Eighth Air Force, was assigned VIII Fighter and VIII Air Support Commands under its command. This is from where the present-day Eighth Air
Force's history, lineage and honors derive. General Carl Spaatz returned to England to command the USSTAF. Major General Jimmy Doolittle relinquished command of the Fifteenth Air Force to Major General Nathan F. Twining and on January 6, 1944, took over command of the Eighth Air Force from Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker at RAF Daws
Hill.[10] Doolittle was well known to American airmen as the famous "Tokyo Raider" and former air racer. His directive was simple: "Win the air war and isolate the battlefield."[citation needed] Spaatz and Doolittle's plan was to use the US Strategic Air Forces in a series of co-ordinated raids, code-named Operation 'Argument' (popularly known as
'Big Week' ) and supported by RAF night bombing, on the German aircraft industry at the earliest possible date. Further information: Big Week Cold and clear weather was predicted for the last week of February 1944. On the night of 19-20 February, the RAF bombed Leipzig with 823 aircraft. The Eighth Air Force's effort was over 1,000 B-17s and B-
24s and over 800 fighters. The RAF provided sixteen squadrons of North American P-51 Mustangs and Supermarine Spitfires. In all, twelve aircraft factories were attacked, with the B-17s heading to Leipzig - Junkers Ju 88 production and - Messerschmitt Bf 109 fighters), Bernburg-Strenzfeld (Junkers Ju 88 plant) and Oschersleben (AGO plant making
Focke Wulf Fw 190A fighters). The B-24s hit the Gothaer Waggonfabrik (production of Messerschmitt Bf 110 heavy fighters), the Fw 190 Arado Flugzeugwerke plant at Tutow and Heinkel's "Heinkel-Nord" headquarters at Rostock, which produced He 111 bombers. The Luftwaffe, conversely, was undertaking the sixth major raid of the "Baby Blitz" the
following night (20/21 February), with only some 165 German aircraft sortieing against British targets. The raids on the German aircraft industry comprising much of "Big Week" caused so much damage that the Germans were forced to disperse aircraft manufacturing eastward, to safer parts of the Reich. The next day, over 900 bombers and 700
fighters of Eighth Air Force hit more aircraft factories in the Braunschweig area. Over 60 Luftwaffe fighters were shot down, with a loss of 19 US bombers and 5 US fighters. On 24 February, with the weather clearing over central Germany, the Eighth Air Force sent over 800 bombers, hitting Schweinfurt and attacks on the Baltic coast, with a total of
11 B-17s being lost. Some 230 B-24s hit the Messerschmitt Bf 110 assembly plant at Gotha with a loss of 24 aircraft. On 22 February 1944, due to many mistakes, Nijmegen was bombed by twelve aircraft of the 446th Bombardment Group and two aircraft of the 453rd. They did not realize that they were over Dutch territory. 850 civilians, including
children on their way to school, were among the casualties.[citation needed] On 25 February, both the Eighth and Fifteenth Air Forces hit numerous targets at Firth airfield, Augsburg and Regensburg, attacking Messerschmitt Bf 110 and Bf 109 plants. The 8th lost 31 bombers, the 15th lost 33. Aircraft and ground crew of the B-17 Flying Fortress of
the 358th Bombardment Squadron and 303rd Bombardment Group, RAF Molesworth, known as the "Hell's Angels". This was the first B-17 to complete 25 combat missions in the Eighth Air Force, on 13 May 1943; after completing 48 missions, the aircraft returned to the United States on 20 January 1944, for a publicity tour. Less than a week after
"Big Week", Eighth Air Force made its first attack on the Reich's capital, Berlin. The RAF had been making night raids on Berlin since 1940 with heavy raids in 1943 and nuisance de Havilland Mosquito raids in daylight, but this was the first major daylight bombing raid on the German capital. On 6 March 1944, over 700 heavy bombers along with 800
escort fighters of the Eighth Air Force hit numerous targets within Berlin, dropping the first American bombs on the capital of the Third Reich. On 8 March, another raid of 600 bombers and 200 fighters hit the Berlin area again, destroying the VKF ball-bearing plant at Erkner. The following day, on 9 March, H2X radar-equipped B-17s mounted a
third attack on the Reich capital through clouds. Altogether, the Eighth Air Force dropped over 4,800 tons of high explosive on Berlin during the first week of March. The photograph shows housing destroyed by the RAF during night raids. On 22 March, over 800 bombers, led by H2X radar equipped bombers hit Berlin yet again, bombing targets
through a thick rainy overcast causing more destruction to various industries. Because of the thick clouds and rain over the area the Luftwaffe did not attack the American bomber fleet, as the Germans believed that because of the weather the American bombers would be incapable of attacking their targets. Even so, the "pathfinder" bombers of the
RAF Alconbury-based 482d Bomb Group proved very capable of finding the targets and guiding the bombers to them. Further information: Transport Plan In a prelude to the invasion of France, Allied strategic bomber forces were switched from industry to the transport network to isolate Normandy from enemy reinforcement routes. Air attacks by
American forces against railroad junctions, airfields, ports and bridges in northern France and along the English Channel coastline began in February 1944. Fighters from both Eighth and Ninth Air Forces made wide sweeps over the area, mounting strafing missions at airfields and rail networks. By 6 June, Allied fighter pilots had succeeded in
damaging or destroying hundreds of locomotives, thousands of motorized vehicles, and many bridges. In addition, German airfields in France and Belgium were attacked. On 1 May, over 1,300 Eighth Air Force heavy bombers made an all-out attack on the enemy's rail network, striking at targets in France and Belgium. On 7 May, another 1,000
bombers hit additional targets along the English Channel coast, hitting fortifications, bridges and marshaling areas. On D-Day, over 2,300 sorties were flown by Eighth Air Force heavy bombers in the Normandy and Cherbourg invasion areas, all aimed at neutralizing enemy coastal defenses and front-line troops. Further information: Pointblank
directive North American P-51 Mustangs from the 375th Fighter Squadron and 361st Fighter Squadron during World War II in July 1944 A destroyed Focke-Wulf Fw 190 in the Luftwaffe in 1945 The North American P-51 Mustang|c] first entered squadron service in Europe with the British in early 1942; having much success with the RAF, although it
found the Allison V-1710-engined aircraft's performance inadequate at higher altitudes. In mid-42 Rolls-Royce engineers rapidly realized that equipping the Mustang with a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine with its two speed, two stage supercharger would substantially improve performance. Also, by using a four-bladed propeller, rather than the three-
bladed one used on the P-51A, the performance was greatly improved[d]. The USAAF now finally had an aircraft that could compete on equal terms with the Focke-Wulf Fw 190 and the later models of the Messerschmitt Bf 109. The USAAF was finally fully sold on the Mustang, and a letter contract for 2,200 P-51Bs was issued. The engine was to be
the Packard V-1650-3, based on the Rolls-Royce Merlin Mk68. In late 1943, the P-51B Mustang was introduced to the European Theater by the USAAF. It could fly as far on its internal fuel tanks as the P-47 could with drop tanks. However, the P-51B was introduced as a tactical fighter, so the first deliveries of the P-51B in November 1943 were
assigned to three groups in the tactical Ninth Air Force at the expense of VIII Bomber Command, whose need for a long range escort fighter was critical. The first escort mission for the bombers was not flown until 5 December. As the new commander of the Eighth Air Force since January 1944, Major General Jimmy Doolittle's major influence on the
European air war occurred early that year when he made a critical change to the policy requiring escorting fighters to remain with the bombers at all times. With Doolittle's permission, American fighter pilots on bomber defense missions would primarily be flying far ahead of the bombers' combat box formations in air supremacy mode, literally
"clearing the skies" of any Luftwaffe fighter opposition heading towards the target. This strategy fatally disabled the twin-engined Zerstorergeschwader heavy fighter wings and their replacement, single-engined Sturmgruppen of heavily armed Fw 190As, clearing each force of bomber destroyers in their turn from Germany's skies throughout most of
1944. As part of this game-changing strategy, especially after the bombers had hit their targets, the USAAF's fighters were then free to strafe German airfields and transport while returning to base, contributing significantly to the achievement of air superiority by Allied air forces over Europe. The effect of the Mustangs, fully operating as an air
supremacy fighter force, on the Luftwaffe defenders was arguably swift and decisive. The result was that the Luftwaffe was notable by its absence over the skies of Europe after D-Day and the Allies were starting to achieve air superiority over the continent. Although the Luftwaffe could, and did, mount effective attacks on the ever-larger formations of
Allied heavy bombers, the sheer numbers of B-17s and B-24s attacking enemy targets was overwhelming the German fighter force, which simply could not sustain the losses the Eighth Air Force bombers and fighters were inflicting on it. In order to quickly assemble these formations, specially outfitted assembly ships were created from older
bombers. By mid-1944, Eighth Air Force had reached a total strength of more than 200,000 people (it is estimated that more than 350,000 Americans served in Eighth Air Force during the war in Europe). At peak strength, Eighth Air Force had forty heavy bomber groups, fifteen fighter groups, and four specialized support groups. It could, and often
did, dispatch more than 2,000 four-engine bombers and more than 1,000 fighters on a single mission to multiple targets. By 1945, all but one of the Eighth Air Force fighter groups were equipped with the P-51D. Main article: Oil campaign of World War II Eighth Air Force did not strike at oil industry targets until 13 May 1944 when 749 bombers,
escorted by almost 740 fighters, pounded oil targets in the Leipzig area and at Brix in Czechoslovakia. At the same time, a smaller force hit an Fw 190 repair depot at Zwickau. Over 300 German fighters attacked the bomber forces, losing almost half its aircraft, with claims of upwards of 47 Luftwaffe fighters by American fighter pilots. However, the
Luftwaffe was successful in shooting down 46 bombers in a very unequal fight.[11] After D-Day, attacks on the German oil industry assumed top priority which was widely dispersed around the Reich. Vast fleets of B-24s and B-17s escorted by P-51Ds and long-range P-38Ls hit refineries in Germany and Czechoslovakia in late 1944 and early 1945.
Having almost total air superiority throughout the collapsing German Reich, Eighth Air Force hit targets as far east as Hungary, while Fifteenth Air Force hit oil industry facilities in Yugoslavia, Romania, and northeastern Italy. On at least eighteen occasions, the Merseburg refineries in Leuna, where the majority of Germany's synthetic fuel for jet
aircraft was refined, was hit. By the end of 1944, only three out of ninety-one refineries in the Reich were still working normally, twenty-nine were partially functional, and the remainder were completely destroyed. Memorial at Andersonville NHS These missions, however, carried a high price. Half of the U.S. Army Air Forces' casualties in World War
IT were suffered by Eighth Air Force (more than 47,000 casualties, with more than 26,000 dead). Seventeen Medals of Honor went to Eighth Air Force personnel during the war. By war's end, they had been awarded a number of other medals to include 220 Distinguished Service Crosses, and 442,000 Air Medals. Many more awards were made to
Eighth Air Force veterans after the war that remain uncounted. There were 261 fighter aces in the Eighth Air Force during World War II. Thirty-one of these aces had 15 or more aircraft kills apiece. Another 305 enlisted gunners were also recognized as aces. One notable Eighth Air Force casualty was Brigadier General Arthur W. Vanaman, Chief of
Intelligence, who was captured by the Germans in northern France on 27 June 1944, becoming the highest-ranked American POW captured in Europe during the war.[12] A destroyed Berlin following Royal Air Force bombing of it near the end of World War II in May 1945 In January 1945, the Luftwaffe attempted one last major air offensive against
the Allied Air Forces. Over 950 fighters had been sent west from the Eastern Front for "Operation Bodenplatte". On 1 January, the entire German fighter force in the West, comprising combat aircraft from some eleven Jagdgeschwader day fighter wings, took off and attacked 27 Allied airfields in northern France, Belgium and the southern part of the
Netherlands in an attempt by the Luftwaffe to cripple Allied air forces in the Low Countries of Europe. It was a last-ditch effort to keep up the momentum of the German forces during the stagnant stage of the Battle of the Bulge (Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein). The operation was a failure for the Luftwaffe as the losses suffered by the German air arm
were irreplaceable and over 300 Luftwaffe aircraft were shot down, mostly by Allied anti-aircraft guns. The losses of the Allied Air Forces were replaced within weeks. The operation failed to achieve air superiority, even temporarily, and the German Army continued to be exposed to air attack. First seen by Allied airmen during the late summer of
1944, it wasn't until March 1945 that German jet aircraft started to attack Allied bomber formations in earnest. On 2 March, when Eighth Air Force bombers were dispatched to attack the synthetic oil refineries at Leipzig, Messerschmitt Me 262As attacked the formation near Dresden. The next day, the largest formation of German jets ever seen,
most likely from the Luftwaffe's specialist 7th Fighter Wing, Jagdgeschwader 7 Nowotny, made attacks on Eighth Air Force bomber formations over Dresden and the oil targets at Essen, shooting down a total of three bombers. However, the Luftwaffe jets were simply too few and too late to have any serious effect on the Allied air armadas now
sweeping over the Reich with near-impunity. A lack of fuel and available pilots for the new jets greatly reduced their effectiveness. The Me 262A was a difficult foe for the P-47s and P-51s, possessing a distinct speed advantage. Allied bomber escort fighters would fly high above the bombers - diving from this height gave them extra speed, thus
reducing the speed difference. The Me 262 was also less maneuverable than the P-51 and so trained Allied pilots could turn tighter than an Me 262A. However, the only reliable way of dealing with the jets, as with the even faster Me 163B Komet rocket fighters, was to attack them on the ground and during takeoff and landing. Luftwaffe airfields that
were identified as jet and rocket bases, such as Parchim and Bad Zwischenahn, were frequently bombed, and Allied fighters patrolled over the fields to attack jets trying to land. The Luftwaffe countered by installing flak alleys along the approach lines in order to protect the Me 262s from the ground and providing top cover with conventional fighters
during takeoff and landing. Nevertheless, in March and April 1945, Allied fighter patrol patterns over Me 262 airfields resulted in numerous losses of jets and serious attrition of the force. On 7 April 1945, the Luftwaffe flew its most desperate and deadliest mission, with the dedicated aerial ramming unit Sonderkommando Elbe. This operation
involved German pilots of the unit ramming their worn-out Bf 109Gs, each barely armed with only one MG 131 machine gun and 50 rounds of ammunition, into American bombers in order to get the Allies to suspend bombing raids long enough for the Germans to make a significant amount of Me 262A jet fighters. The 8th Air Force was targeted in
this operation. Fifteen Allied bombers were attacked, eight were successfully destroyed. On 7 April, Eighth Air Force dispatched thirty-two B-17 and B-24 groups and fourteen Mustang groups (the sheer numbers of attacking Allied aircraft were so large in 1945 that they were now counted by the group) to targets in the small area of Germany still
controlled by the Nazis, hitting the remaining airfields where the Luftwaffe jets were stationed. In addition, almost 300 German aircraft of all types were destroyed in strafing attacks. On 16 April, this record was broken when over 700 German aircraft were destroyed on the ground. Eighth Air Force flew its last full-scale mission of the European War
on 25 April 1945 when its B-17s hit the Skoda armaments factory at Pilsen in Czechoslovakia, and B-24s bombed rail complexes in Bad Reichenhall and Freilassing, surrounding Hitler's mountain retreat at Berchtesgaden. Further information: Operation Downfall Following the end of the war in Europe in May 1945 plans were made to transfer some of
the B-17/B-24 heavy bomber groups of Eighth Air Force to the Pacific Theater of Operations and upgrade them to Boeing B-29 Superfortress Very Heavy (VH) bomb groups. As part of this plan, Eighth Air Force headquarters was reassigned to Sakugawa (Kadena Airfield), Okinawa, on 16 July 1945, being assigned to the United States Strategic Air
Forces in the Pacific without personnel or equipment.[13] On Okinawa, Eighth Air Force derived its headquarters personnel from the inactivated XX Bomber Command, and Lieutenant General James H. Doolittle assumed command, being reassigned from England on 19 July. The command controlled three airfields on Okinawa, Bolo, Futema, and
Kadena Airfield. The Eighth received its first B-29 Superfortress on 8 August 1945.[13] Eighth Air Force's mission in the Pacific was initially to organize and train new bomber groups for combat against Japan. In the planned invasion of Japan, the mission of Eighth Air Force would be to conduct B-29 Superfortress raids from Okinawa in coordination
with Twentieth Air Force operating from airfields in the Mariana Islands.[13] Units assigned to Eighth Air Force in the Pacific were: Headquarters, 301st Fighter Wing Ie Shima Airfield, Okinawa, 31 July - 29 November 1945 318th Fighter Group (P-47N Thunderbolt) Ie Shima Airfield, Okinawa, 31 July - 29 November 1945 413th Fighter Group (P-47N
Thunderbolt) Ie Shima Airfield, Okinawa, 31 July - 29 November 1945 507th Fighter Group (P-47N Thunderbolt) Ie Shima Airfield, Okinawa, 31 July - 29 January 1946 Headquarters, 316th Bombardment Wing Kadena Airfield Okinawa, 5 September 1945 - 7 June 1946 22d Bombardment Group, (B-29 Superfortress) Kadena Airfield Okinawa, 15
August - 23 November 1945 333d Bombardment Group, (B-29 Superfortress) Kadena Airfield, Okinawa, 5 August 1945 - 28 May 1946 346th Bombardment Group, (B-29 Superfortress) Kadena Airfield, Okinawa, 7 August 1945 - 30 June 1946 382d Bombardment Group, (B-29 Superfortress Northwest Field, Guam, 8 September - 16 December 1945
Note: Only 420th Bombardment Squadron of group arrived with B-29 Aircraft, 464th and 872d Bomb Squadrons only ground echelons arrived. Air Echelon of squadrons with assigned aircraft remained in United States until inactivation. 383d Bombardment Group, (B-29 Superfortress) West Field, Tinian, 12 September - 19 December 1945 The atomic
bombings of Japan led to the Japanese surrender before Eighth Air Force saw action in the Pacific theater. Eighth Air Force remained in Okinawa until 7 June 1946. The shield of the Strategic Air Command A 1947 organizational chart of the Eighth Air Force A B-29 Superfortress, The Great Artiste of the 509th Bomb Wing at Walker Air Force Base in
Roswell, New Mexico World War II proved what the proponents of air power had been championing for the previous two decades - the great value of strategic forces in bombing an enemy's industrial complex and of tactical forces in controlling the skies above a battlefield. As a result, Eighth Air Force was incorporated into the new SAC. On 7 June
1946, Headquarters Eighth Air Force was reassigned without personnel or equipment from Okinawa to MacDill Field in Florida, becoming SAC's second numbered air force. At MacDill, Eighth Air Force headquarters were manned chiefly by personnel from the 58th Bombardment Wing, Very Heavy, stationed at Fort Worth Army Air Field in Fort
Worth, Texas. The organization reported administratively to the Fifteenth Air Force in Colorado Springs, Colorado. That base assignment lasted until 1 November 1946, when SAC transferred the Eighth to Fort Worth (later renamed Carswell AFB). Strategic Air Command 8th Air Force North American F-82 Twin Mustang of the 27th Special
Operations Wing of Kearney Air Force Base near Kearney, Nebraska in 1948 with serial number "46-322" identifiable A three ship formation of Republic P-47 Thunderbolts Both Davis-Monthan and Fort Worth Army Airfields were B-29 training bases during World War II, and the Eighth Air Force Bomb Groups were simply activated at the same field
and on the same day as the original Army Air Force Continental Air Forces training bomb groups were inactivated. The assets of the former training units were simply assigned to Eighth Air Force. This was largely so that the Air Force could perpetuate the names of groups that had distinguished themselves in World War II. These bomb wings were
drastically undermanned and under equipped. At the close of 1946, they shared only a handful of operational bombers, all B-29 Superfortresses. Although there were many available which were returned from Twentieth Air Force in the Pacific Theater they were war-weary from the many long combat missions flown during the war. However, it was
believed that a strong strategic air arm equipped with B-29s would deter a possible aggressor from attacking the United States for fear of massive retaliation with nuclear weapons. By the late 1940s, the B-17 Flying Fortresses and Consolidated B-24 Liberators used in the European Theater of the war were thoroughly obsolete as combat aircraft and
were mostly sent to the smelters. A handful remained in service performing non-combat duties through the mid-1950s as air-sea rescue aircraft (SB-17, SB-24); photo-reconnaissance aircraft (RB-17, RB-24), and as unmanned target drones (QB-17) and their controllers (DB-17). The Eighth Air Force under SAC initially consisted of the following: Fort
Worth Army Air Field (Later Carswell Air Force Base), Texas 58th Bombardment Wing (later Air Division) Moved from March Field, California 8 May 1946 Moved to Andrews AFB, Maryland 1 March 1948 (Inactivated 16 October 1948) 449th Bombardment Group Moved from McCook Army Air Field, Nebraska December 1945 (McCook AAF Closed)
Inactivated on 4 August 1946 7th Bombardment Group Activated on 1 October 1946 7th Bombardment Wing established on 17 November 1947. 7th Bomb Group assigned as subordinate unit. Personnel and equipment from the inactivated 449th Bomb Group were reassigned to the 7th Bomb Group (later 7th Bomb Wing). The command staff and all
personnel of the 58th Bomb wing were eliminated on 1 November 1946 and the organization was reduced to a paper unit. For two years, the wing remained in this status until the 58th Bomb Wing was inactivated on 16 October 1948. Davis-Monthan AAF (Later Davis-Monthan Air Force Base), Arizona 40th Bombardment Group Moved from March
Field, California, 8 May 1946 Inactivated on 1 October 1946 444th Bombardment Group Moved from Merced AAF, California 6 May 1945 Inactivated on 1 October 1946 43rd Bombardment Group Activated on 4 October 1946 43d Bombardment Wing established on 3 November 1947. 43d Bomb Group assigned as subordinate unit. Personnel and
equipment from the inactivated 40th and 444th Bomb Groups were reassigned to the 43d Bomb Group Roswell AAF (Later Walker Air Force Base), New Mexico 509th Bombardment Group Reassigned from North Field, Tinian on 8 November 1946 509th Bombardment Wing established on 3 November 1947. 509th Bombardment Group assigned as
subordinate unit. The Eighth Air Force was specifically charged with the atomic mission; however, only the 509th Composite Group at Roswell AAF had B-29s that had the capability to drop nuclear weapons - the 7th Bomb Group at Fort Worth AAF was modifying their aircraft to carry the atomic bomb. Smoky Hill AAF (Later Smoky Hill Air Force
Base), Kansas Transferred from Fifteenth Air Force, 16 May 1948 301st Bombardment Wing Moved to Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, 1 August 1949. Smoky Hill AFB Inactivated. From 1946 through 1949, what little money became available was used to buy new planes (Boeing B-50 Superfortress, Convair B-36 Peacemaker) for SAC, and as the
newer aircraft became available, the older B-29s were sent to storage depots or sent to Air Force Reserve units for training missions. SAC was founded by the men who fought in World War II, who knew the importance of fighter escorts. In its early days, SAC had fighter wings for the escorting its aircraft equipped with the new F-82E Twin Mustang
along with long range F-51H Mustangs and F-47N Thunderbolts, all of which were designed late in World War II for use in the planned invasion of Japan. SAC fighter wings assigned to Eighth Air Force were: 27th Fighter Wing (F-82E Twin Mustang) Activated at Kearney AFB, Nebraska on 27 July 1947 Reassigned to Bergstrom AFB, Texas on 16
March 1949 (Base Closed) 31st Fighter Wing (F-47N Thunderbolt) Activated at Turner AFB, Georgia on 25 June 1947 Inactivated on 16 June 1952 33d Fighter Wing (F-51H Mustang, F-80C Shooting Star) Attached to 509th Bombardment Wing, Very Heavy, Walker AFB, New Mexico 17 November 1947 Reassigned to Otis AFB, Massachusetts, 15
November 1948 82d Fighter Wing (F-51D Mustang) Activated at Grenier AFB, New Hampshire on 12 April 1947 Inactivated 2 October 1949 Fighter escorts were no longer needed once SAC was equipped with Boeing B-47 Stratojet and then Boeing B-52 Stratofortress jet bombers carrying nuclear bombs. As the nuclear weapons carried by the
bombers were so powerful that only one plane was assigned to a target that might have previously needed a whole bomb group of aircraft. Although SAC fighter squadrons upgraded to Republic F-84F Thunderstreak jet fighters in the early 1950s, the new jet bombers flew so high and so fast there was little danger of them being intercepted by enemy
fighters.[citation needed] By 1955, SAC no longer needed its fighters and these fighter units were transferred to Tactical Air Command and utilized in a tactical role. In 1949, a realignment of responsibilities for SAC's two air forces occurred. Fifteenth Air Force relocated to March Air Force Base, California. As part of this realignment, most SAC
bomber forces west of the Mississippi River were reassigned to 15th AF. Those east of the Mississippi were assigned to SAC's other strategic air force, Eighth Air Force, which moved to Westover Air Force Base, Massachusetts, where it commanded all SAC bases in the eastern United States. Several events in the late 1940s reversed the drawdown of
United States strategic forces. The 1948 blockade of West Berlin by the Eastern bloc and the outbreak of the Cold War caused the United States to deploy SAC's B-29 bomber force back to the United Kingdom and West Germany. Communist victories in the Chinese Civil War in 1949 and the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 meant that the United
States would have to expand SAC to address these potential threats both in Europe as well as Asia. By the time of the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, Eighth Air Force consisted of the following units: Carswell Air Force Base, Texas 7th Bombardment Wing (B-36 Peacekeeper) 11th Bombardment Wing (inactive) Biggs AFB, Texas 97th
Bombardment Wing (B-29 Superfortress) Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona 43d Bombardment Wing (B-29, B-50 Superfortress) Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota 28th Bombardment Wing (B-36 Peacekeeper) Walker AFB, New Mexico 6th Bombardment Wing (B-36 Peacekeeper) 509th Bombardment Wing (B-29, B-50 Superfortress) Chatham AFB, Georgia 2d
Bombardment Wing (B-29, KB-50 Superfortress) Bergstrom AFB Texas 27th Fighter-Escort Wing (F-84 Thunderstreak) On 25 June 1950, the armed forces of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) invaded South Korea. On 27 June, the United Nations Security Council voted to assist the South Koreans in resisting the invasion.
Although Eighth Air Force's strategic bomber force was not committed to combat in Korea, the Eighth deployed the 27th Fighter Escort Wing for combat action in Korea and earned numerous honors and awards for their combat record during the Korean War. On 21 January 1951, Lt. Col. William Bertram, commander of the 523rd Fighter-Escort
Squadron, shot down the first MiG-15 for the wing and became the first F-84 pilot with a confirmed MiG kill. Two days later, on 23 January, the 27th FEW participated in the raid on Sinuju Airfield in North Korea and shot down four more MiG-15s. By the time the group rotated back to the United States, they had flown more than 23,000 combat hours
in more than 12,000 sorties. For its Korean War service, the 27th Fighter-Escort Wing received the Distinguished Unit Citation, covering the period of 26 January through 21 April 1951, for their actions in Korea. The 27th was relieved of its duties supporting U.N. forces in Korea and returned to Bergstrom AFB on 31 July 1951, but was redeployed to
Misawa AB, Japan during 6 October 1952 - 13 February 1953 to provide air defense. Eighth Air Force's Boeing B-47 Stratojet in flight during the Cold War Eighth Air Force Boeing B-52 Stratofortress (left), being refueled by Boeing KC-135A tanker With the end of fighting in Korea, President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who had taken office in January
1953, called for a "new look" at national defense. The result: a greater reliance on nuclear weapons and air power to deter war. His administration chose to invest in the Air Force, especially Strategic Air Command. The nuclear arms race shifted into high gear. The Air Force retired nearly all of its piston-engined B-29/B-50s and they were replaced by
new Boeing B-47 Stratojet aircraft. By 1955 the Boeing B-52 Stratofortress would be entering the inventory in substantial numbers, as prop B-36s were phased out of heavy bombardment units rapidly. Also after the deployment of forces to Far East Air Force to engage in combat over Korea, the history of Eighth Air Force becomes indistinguishable
from that of SAC. The Eighth's weapons inventory also changed to include KC-135 air refuelers and intercontinental ballistic missiles, the Atlas, Titan I and Titan II, and all Minuteman models. At the same time, aerial refueling techniques were improved to the extent that Eighth Air Force bombers could still reach targets in Europe and Asia even if
overseas bases were destroyed by an enemy attack. To reduce the risk to its bomber fleet in the United States, Eighth Air Force aircraft stood nuclear alert, providing a deterrent against an attack on the United States by the Soviet Union. It dispersed its planes to a large number of bases across the United States so as not to have too many
concentrated at a single location. In 1965, Eighth Air Force entered combat again, this time in Southeast Asia. At first, the Eighth deployed its B-52 bomber and KC-135 tanker units from the U.S. to operating bases in Guam, Okinawa and Thailand. Then in April 1970, SAC moved the Eighth without personnel or equipment to Andersen AFB Guam,
absorbing resources of the 3d Air Division. At Andersen AFB, the Eighth took over the direction of all bombing and refueling operations in Southeast Asia. The intensive bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong during 11 days in December 1972, known as Operation Linebacker II, was a notable operation during the war. Importantly, the Eighth's bombing
effectiveness influenced the North Vietnamese to end hostilities. With the end of combat in Southeast Asia, the Eighth Air Force moved without personnel or equipment to Barksdale Air Force Base Louisiana on 1 January 1975, absorbing the resources of Second Air Force. In the 1980s, the Eighth participated in several key operations such as running
the tanker task force for Operation Urgent Fury in 1983 and directing all air refueling operations for Operation El Dorado Canyon in 1986 and Operation Just Cause in 1989. The Eighth's units played a key role in the 42-day Gulf War in 1991. An Eighth Air Force unit, the 2d Bomb Wing, spearheaded the air campaign by dispatching B-52s from
Barksdale to launch conventional air-launched cruise missiles against Iraqi targets. Eighth Air Force bomb wings, stationed in the Persian Gulf region, also attacked Iraq's Republican Guard forces and numerous key strategic targets, while other units provided air refueling and tactical reconnaissance throughout the conflict. As a headquarters, the
Eighth had another important role in victory over Iraqi forces - operating the logistics supply and air refueling bridge between the U.S. and gulf region. Fifteen months after Operation Desert Storm, the Air Force reorganized. Eighth Air Force was relieved from assignment to Strategic Air Command and assigned to the new Air Combat Command
(ACC) on 1 June 1992. Under ACC, Eighth Air Force provides command and control, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (C2ISR); long-range attack; and information operations forces to Air Force components and warfighting commands. Eighth Air Force trains, tests, exercises and demonstrates combat-ready forces for rapid employment
worldwide. Eighth Air Force also provides conventional forces to U.S. Joint Forces Command and provides nuclear capable bombers, specified Global Strike assets, and C2ISR capabilities to U.S. Strategic Command (STRATCOM). Eighth Air Force also supports STRATCOM's Joint Force Headquarters - Information Operations and serves as the
command element for Air Force wide computer network operations. Under ACC, the Eighth received control over active duty, Air Force Reserve, and Air National Guard units in the central U.S. and two overseas locations. Then in January 1994, ACC reorganized Eighth Air Force as a general purpose Numbered Air Force (NAF) with a warfighting
mission to support the U.S. Joint Forces and U.S. Strategic Commands. Support to the latter command included the operation of Task Force 204 (bombers). Since 1994, the Eighth has participated in a string of contingency operations, such as the 1996 Operation "Desert Strike" against Iraq] the 1998 Operation "Desert Fox" (similarly named but in no
way associated with Field Marshal Erwin Rommel) against Iraq, which featured the B-1 Lancer in its combat debut, and 1999 Operation "Allied Force" against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, which involved the B-2A Spirit. The "Allied Force" campaign also marked the Eighth's return to Europe and the participation of U.S. bombers in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization's (NATO) first combat operation. Altogether, the Eighth's bombers flew 325 sorties to drop over 7 million pounds of ordnance on a nation slightly smaller than the state of Colorado. In 2000, the Air Force decided to integrate information operations into Eighth Air Force. The integration process started on 1 February 2001,
when the Air Force realigned the Air Intelligence Agency (AIA) under ACC and assigned the 67th Information Operations Wing and the 70th Intelligence Wing to the Eighth. The reorganization transformed the Eighth into the only information operations and bomber NAF in the Air Force. For the Mighty Eighth, that change heralded an interesting
future, one that bring further restructuring, different aircraft system purchases, and a new challenging mission to the NAF. While posturing itself for that mission change, the Eighth also supported Operation Enduring Freedom in which the Air Force operates against targets in Afghanistan, and Operation Noble Eagle for the defense of North
American airspace. Throughout the first six months of Enduring Freedom, the Mighty Eighth's bombers were instrumental in the eradication of many targets and opposing combatants in Afghanistan. Major General James C. Dawkins Jr. assumed command of 8th Air Force on 20 August 2018, after having served as the Deputy Director for Nuclear,
Homeland Defense, and Current Operations on the Joint Staff at the Pentagon, Washington, D.C.[14] On 12 June 2020, he was succeeded by Major General Mark E. Weatherington, who had previously served as deputy commander of Air Education and Training Command at Joint Base San Antonio in Randolph, Texas.[15] Under Air Force Global Strike
Command since 1 Feb 2010, Eighth Air Force controls strategic bomber (e.g., B-2 Spirit and B-52 Stratofortress, and B-1 Lancer) forces throughout the United States and overseas locations. Eighth Air Force carries out its warfighting missions under U.S. Strategic Command and the air component commands of the other regional Unified combatant
commands. Eighth Air Force has five Regular Air Force bomb wings, two Air Reserve Total Force Integration bomb wings (one in Air Force Reserve Command and one in the Air National Guard), and one detachment in the continental United States. Bomber wings of the 8th Air Force include: Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana 2d Bomb Wing, B-52H
307th Bomb Wing, B-52H (AFRC) Dyess Air Force Base, Texas 7th Bomb Wing, B-1B Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota 28th Bomb Wing, B-1B Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota 5th Bomb Wing, B-52H Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri 509th Bomb Wing, B-2A 131st Bomb Wing (Associate), B-2A (ANG) AFGSC Direct Reporting Units (DRU)
576th Flight Test Squadron - Vandenberg Air Force Base, California 595th Command and Control Group - Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska[16] Established as VIII Bomber Command on 28 January 1942 and activated 1 February 1942. Redesignated the Eighth Air Force on 22 February 1944. Redesignated: Eighth Air Force (Air Forces Strategic -
Global Strike) on 3 June 2008. Eighth Air Force (later United States Strategic Air Forces), 22 February 1944 United States Strategic Air Forces in the Pacific, 16 July 1945 Pacific Air Command, United States Army, 6 December 1945 (redesignation of U.S. Strategic Air Forces in the Pacific) Strategic Air Command, 7 June 1946 Air Combat Command, 1
June 1992 Air Force Global Strike Command, 1 August 2010 Commands VIII Air Force Composite Command: 22 Feb 1944 - 1 Feb 1945 VIII Air Force Service Command: 22 Feb 1944 - 16 Jul 1945 VIII Fighter Command: 22 Feb 1944 - 16 Jul 1945 Emblem of the 1st Air Division A restored B-17G in the livery of Nine-O-Nine (a bomber of the 323rd BS,
91st BG, that completed 140 missions without crew loss). with 1st Combat Bomb Wing "Triangle-A" tail code Emblem of the 2nd Air Division B-24H Liberator "Do Bunny" of 713 BS, 448 BG; it was shot down by a Me 262 jet over Soltau, Germany on 25 March 1945 The emblem of the 3rd Air Division A Boeing B-17G Fortress of the 339th BS, 96th BG
at RAF Snetterton Heath. 1st Bombardment (later, 1st Air) Division Operated the B-17F/G Flying Fortress with "Triangle" tail codes between 22 February 1944 and 16 July 1945 Headquartered at Brampton Grange, Brampton, Cambridgeshire 1st Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Bassingbourn (Call sign: Goonchild/Swordfish) 91st Bombardment
Group (Triangle-A), RAF Bassingbourn 381st Bombardment Group (Triangle-L), RAF Ridgewell 398th Bombardment Group (Triangle-W), RAF Nuthampstead 482d Bombardment Group (No Tail Code), (B-17, B-24) RAF Alconbury Radar-equipped pathfinder group. Attached to: VIII Composite Command, 14 Feb 1944 - 1 Jan 1945 40th Combat
Bombardment Wing, RAF Thurleigh (Call sign: Bullpen/Foxhole) 92d Bombardment Group (Triangle-B), RAF Podington 305th Bombardment Group (Triangle-G), RAF Chelveston 306th Bombardment Group (Triangle-H), RAF Thurleigh 41st Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Molesworth (Call sign: Fatgal/Cowboy) 303d Bombardment Group (Triangle-
C), RAF Molesworth 379th Bombardment Group (Triangle-K), RAF Kimbolton 384th Bombardment Group (Triangle-P), RAF Grafton Underwood 94th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Polebrook (Call sign: Ragweed/Woodcraft) 351st Bombardment Group (Triangle-]J), RAF Polebrook 401st Bombardment Group (Triangle-S), RAF Deenethorpe 457th
Bombardment Group (Triangle-U), RAF Glatton 67th Fighter Wing, Walcot Hall, Northamptonshire (Attached from VIII Fighter Command) (P-51D/K Mustang) (Call sign: Mohair) 20th Fighter Group, RAF Kings Cliffe 352d Fighter Group, RAF Bodney 356th Fighter Group, RAF Martlesham Heath 359th Fighter Group, RAF East Wretham 364th Fighter
Group, RAF Honington 1st Scouting Force, (Attached to: 364th FG), RAF Honington 2d Bombardment (later, 2d Air) Division Operated B-24D/H/J/L/M Liberator with "Circle" tail codes until early February, 1944. Later designation was by various color vertical tail fins with contrasting horizontal, vertical, or diagonal stripes designating a specific bomb
group between 22 February 1944 and 25 June 1945 Headquartered at Ketteringham Hall[17] Norwich, Norfolk 2d Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Hethel (Call sign: Winston/Bourbon) 389th Bombardment Group (Circle-C, Black/White Vertical ), RAF Hethel 445th Bombardment Group (Circle-F, Black/White Horizontal[18]), RAF Tibenham 453d
Bombardment Group (Circle-], Black/White Diagonal), RAF Old Buckenham 14th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Shipdham (Call sign: Hambone/Hardtack) 44th Bombardment Group (Circle-A), RAF Shipdham 392d Bombardment Group (Circle-D), RAF Wendling 491st Bombardment Group (Circle-Z), RAF North Pickenham (Aug 1944 - 16 Jul 1945)
20th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Hardwick (Call sign: Pinestreet/Bigbear) 93d Bombardment Group (Circle-B), RAF Hardwick 446th Bombardment Group (Circle-H), RAF Bungay 448th Bombardment Group (Circle-I), RAF Seething 489th Bombardment Group (Circle-W), RAF Halesworth (Aug 1944 - 16 Jul 1945) 95th Combat Bombardment
Wing, RAF Halesworth (May-Aug 1944) (Call sign: Shamrock) 489th Bombardment Group (Circle-W), RAF Halesworth 491st Bombardment Group (Circle-Z), RAF North Pickenham 96th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Horsham St Faith (Call sign: Redstar/Lincoln) 458th Bombardment Group (Circle-K), RAF Horsham St. Faith 466th Bombardment
Group (Circle-L), RAF Attlebridge 467th Bombardment Group (Circle-P), RAF Rackheath 65th Fighter Wing (Attached from VIII Fighter Command), Saffron Walden (P-51D/K Mustang) (Call sign: Colgate) 4th Fighter Group, RAF Debden 56th Fighter Group, RAF Boxted (P-47D Thunderbolt) 355th Fighter Group, RAF Steeple Morden 361st Fighter
Group, RAF Bottisham then RAF Little Walden 2d Scouting Force, (Attached to: 355th FG), RAF Steeple Morden 3d Bombardment (later, 3d Air) Division Operated B-17F/G Flying Fortress with Square tail codes between 22 February 1944 and 16 July 1945 Headquartered at RAF Honington, Thetford, Norfolk 4th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF
Bury St Edmunds (Call sign: Franklin/Hotshot) Redesignated from: 92d Combat Bombardment Wing, 22 November 1944 Redesignated from: 4th Bombardment Wing (Provisional), 16 February 1945 94th Bombardment Group (Square-A), RAF Bury St. Edmunds 447th Bombardment Group (Square-K), RAF Rattlesden 486th Bombardment Group
(Square-O/W), RAF Sudbury (Converted from B-24s to B-17s, Summer 1944) 487th Bombardment Group (Square-P), RAF Lavenham (Converted from B-24s to B-17s, Summer 1944) 13th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Horham (Call sign: Zootsuit/Fireball) 95th Bombardment Group (Square-B), RAF Horham 100th Bombardment Group (Square-D),
RAF Thorpe Abbotts 390th Bombardment Group (Square-J), RAF Framlingham 45th Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Snetterton Heath (Call sign: Zootsuit/Fireball) 96th Bombardment Group (Square-C), RAF Snetterton Heath 388th Bombardment Group (Square-H), RAF Knettishall 452d Bombardment Group (Square-L), RAF Deopham Green 93d
Combat Bombardment Wing, RAF Mendlesham, (Call sign: Zootsuit/Fireball) 34th Bombardment Group (Square-S), RAF Mendlesham (Converted from B-24s to B-17s, Summer 1944) 385th Bombardment Group (Square-G), RAF Great Ashfield 490th Bombardment Group (Square-T), RAF Eye (Converted from B-24s to B-17s, Summer 1944) 493d
Bombardment Group (Square-S), RAF Debach (Converted from B-24s to B-17s, Summer 1944) 66th Fighter Wing, Sawston Hall, (Attached from VIII Fighter Command) (P-51D/K Mustang) (Call sign: Oilskin) 55th Fighter Group, RAF Wormingford 78th Fighter Group, RAF Duxford 339th Fighter Group, RAF Fowlmere 353d Fighter Group, RAF Raydon
357th Fighter Group, RAF Leiston 3d Scouting Force, (Attached to: 55th FG), RAF Wormingford Special Groups: as of 1 Jan 1945 36th Bombardment Squadron, (B-24H/]) Radar/Electronic-countermeasure operations: August 1944 - April 1945 RAF Cheddington 6th Air Division: 1 Jan 1959 - 2 Jul 1966 13th Strategic Missile Division: 1 Jul 1963 - 1 Jul
1965 17th Strategic Aerospace Division: 1 Jul 1963 - 31 Mar 1970 19th Air Division: 16 Feb 1951 - 1 Jul 1955; 1 Jan 1975 - 30 Sep 1988 21st Air Division: 1 Jul 1955 - 1 Jan 1959 38th Air Division: 1 Jan 1959 - 1 Nov 1959 42d Air Division: 10 Mar 1951 - 1 Apr 1955; 15 Jul 1959 - 9 Jul 1991 45th Air Division: 8 Oct 1954 - 18 Jan 1958; 20 Nov 1958 -
31 Mar 1970; 1 Jan 1975 - 15 Jun 1989 47th Air Division: 10 Feb 1951 - 1 Apr 1955 57th Air Division: 4 Sep 1956 - 2 Jul 1969 801st Air Division: 1 Jul 1955 - 15 Mar 1965 802d Air Division: 1 Jul 1955 - 1 Jan 1959 810th Air Division: 16 Jun 1952 - 1 Apr 1955 817th Air Division: 1 Feb 1956 - 31 Mar 1970 818th Air Division: 1 Jul 1955 - 1 Jan 1959
820th Air (later, 820 Strategic Aerospace) Division: 1 Feb 1956 - 25 Jun 1965. 822d Air Division: 1 Jan 1959 - 2 Sep 1966 823d Air Division: 1 Jan 1959 - 31 Mar 1970 2nd Bomb Wing, 16 Jun 1988 - present 5th Bomb Wing, 1 Jun 1991 - present 7th Bomb Wing, 1 Oct 2015 - present 9th Reconnaissance Wing, 1 Oct 2002 - 1 October 2009 28th Bomb
Wing, 1 Oct 2015 - present 67th Information Operations (later, 67th Network Warfare) Wing, 1 Feb 2001 509th Bombardment (later, 509th Bomb) Wing, 29 Mar 1989 - present 552d Air Control Wing, 1 Oct 2002 - 1 Oct 2009[19] 92d Bombardment Group: August 1942 - Spring 1943[20] 94th Bombardment Group: 19-25 May 1943[21] 95th
Bombardment Group: 19-25 May 1943[22] 97th Bombardment Group: 20 May - 14 September 1942[23] 100th Bombardment Group: c. 4 June 1943 - 4 June 1943[24] 301st Bombardment Group: c. 9 August 1942 - 14 September 1942[25] 305th Bombardment Group: 10 September-c. 12 September 1942[26] 322d Bombardment Group: c. 15
November - c. 1 December 1942[27] 385th Bombardment Group: c. 8—13 July 1943[28] 386th Bombardment Group: 4-15 June 1943[29] 388th Bombardment Group, 10-13 6 July 1943[30] 389th Bombardment Group, 29 June 1943[31] 445th Bombardment Group: 5-9 November 1943[32] 446th Bombardment Group, 5-9 November 1943[33] 452d
Bombardment Group: January 1944[34] 479th Fighter Group: 15-16 May 1944; c. 4—16 July 1945[35] 492nd Bombardment Group: April 1944[36] 608th Air Operations Center (formerly 608th Air Operations Group and 608th Air and Space Operations Center), 1 Jan 1994 - present Air Force Information Operations: 1 May 2007 - present RAF Daws
Hill, England, 22 Feb 1944 Sakugawa (Kadena Airfield), Okinawa, 16 Jul 1945 MacDill Field, Florida, 7 Jun 1946 Fort Worth Army Air Field (later, Griffiss Air Force Base; Carswell Air Force Base), Texas, 1 Nov 1946 Westover Air Force Base, Massachusetts, 13 Jun 1955 Post-Attack Command and Control System Facility, Hadley, 1958-1970 Andersen
Air Force Base, Guam, 1 Apr 1970 Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, 1 Jan 1975 - present No. Commander Term Portrait Name Took office Left office Term length 1 Lieutenant generallra C. Eakerl December 1942January 19441 year 2 Lieutenant generalJimmy DoolittleJanuary 1944September 19451 year 9 months 1 Lieutenant GeneralRobert J.
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and Indochina during World War II in the China Burma India Theater of operations. It was established at New Delhi, India, on 12 February 1942, around a nucleus of air force personnel newly arrived from Java and the Philippines, under the command of Major General (later Lieutenant General) Louis Brereton. In the years since World War II, the 10th
Air Force has served both US air defense under the former Air Defense Command and Aerospace Defense Command, and reserve training and readiness programs under the cognizance of the Air Force Reserve (AFRES) and the Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC). The 10th Air Force is commanded by Maj Gen Regina A. Sabric. Tenth Air Force,
located at Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base, Texas, directs the activities of nearly 16,000 reservists and 636 civilians located at 31 military installations throughout the United States. The mission of Tenth Air Force is to exercise command supervision of its assigned Reserve units to ensure they maintain the highest combat capability to
augment active forces in support of national objectives. With approximately 60 full-time headquarters staff members, Tenth Air Force acts as the focal point for all matters pertaining to assigned Air Force Reserve units and individuals. With the assistance of 36 traditional reservists assigned, the headquarters monitors and provides assistance to all
subordinate units to help resolve problem areas and more efficiently maintain unit combat readiness. The headquarters is responsible for managing and supervising five fighter wings comprising eleven fighter squadrons and seven fighter groups; one rescue wing comprising six air rescue squadrons in two groups; one bomb wing; one airborne
warning and control group; one special operations wing; one space wing comprising nine squadrons; one regional support group; and more than seventy non-flying units. If mobilized, the flying units with custody of their own aircraft and their support elements would be gained by Air Combat Command (ACC), Air Force Special Operations Command
(AFSOC), and Air Force Global Strike Command (AFGSC), with other units gained by Air Force Space Command (AFSPC), Air Education and Training Command (AETC), Air Mobility Command (AMC), United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) and Pacific Air Forces (PACAF). Tenth Air Force is the only Numbered Air Force that touches every Major
Command in USAF with the exception of the Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC). The flying organizations within Tenth Air Force include fighter units equipped with the F-16 Fighting Falcon and A-10 Thunderbolt II; air rescue units equipped with the HC-130 Hercules and the HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter; a bomb wing equipped with the B-52
Stratofortress; a special operations unit equipped with the C-145A Skytruck and the U-28; fighter associate program groups embedded with active duty USAF wings and equipped with the F-22 Raptor, F-15E Strike Eagle and F-16 Fighting Falcon; an airborne warning and control associate unit equipped with the E-3 Sentry; and associate units flying
MQ-1 Predator, MQ-9 Reaper and RQ-4 Global Hawk Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. The 610th Regional Support Group at NAS Fort Worth JRB is responsible for the management of twelve geographically separated units throughout the United States. Other organizations include combat air operations, medical, civil engineer, combat logistics,
communications, security forces, aerial port, intelligence and aeromedical units. Additionally, the Reserve portion of the Air National Guard/Air Force Reserve Test Center (AATC), which conducts operational test and evaluation of fighter equipment and improvements, is directly assigned to Tenth Air Force. Reservists from 10th Air Force units are
routinely deployed to Air Expeditionary units in combat areas of Central and Southwest Asia as part of the Overseas Contingency Operation. Operational units of Tenth Air Force are:[2] Combat Air Forces 44th Fighter Group - Tyndall AFB, Florida 301st Fighter Wing - NAS JRB Fort Worth, Texas 307th Bomb Wing - Barksdale AFB, Louisiana 414th
Fighter Group - Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina 419th Fighter Wing - Hill AFB, Utah 442d Fighter Wing - Whiteman AFB, Missouri 477th Fighter Group - Elmendorf AFB, Alaska 482d Fighter Wing - Homestead ARB, Florida 919th Special Operations Wing - Eglin AFB Aux Field No. 3 / Duke Field, Florida 920th Rescue Wing - Patrick Space
Force Base, Florida 924th Fighter Group - Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona 926th Wing - Nellis AFB, Nevada and Creech AFB, Nevada 943d Rescue Group - Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona 655th ISR Group - Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio Regional Support Groups 610th Regional Support Group - NAS JRB Fort Worth, Texas Space Forces 310th Space Wing -
Schriever AFB, Colorado Pilot Training Forces 944th Fighter Wing - Luke AFB, Arizona Command/Control Forces 513th Air Control Group - Tinker AFB, Oklahoma Tenth Air Force Squadrons, Flights, and Operational Locations are also stationed at: Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico Langley Air Force Base,
Virginia March ARB, California Moody Air Force Base, Georgia Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska Portland IAP / Portland Air National Guard Base, Oregon Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas Vandenberg Air Force Base, California Beale Air Force Base, California 10th Air Force USAAF emblem Tenth Air Force was constituted on 4 February 1942 and
activated on 12 February, built up around a nucleus of air force personnel newly arrived from Java and the Philippines, under the command of Maj. Gen. Lewis H. Brereton. It had its headquarters at New Delhi. Components of the air force moved to India over a three-month period from March to May 1942. It was responsible for creating, operating
and safeguarding the India-China Ferry, more commonly known as the Hump airlift, between 8 April and 1 December 1942, first with its Assam-Burma-China Command until 16 July, then the India-China Ferry Command until 1 December, when jurisdiction for the airlift passed to the Air Transport Command. The Tenth Air Force initially provided
control of all USAAF combat operations in the China Burma India Theater under theater commander Lt. Gen. Joseph Stilwell. Under General Clayton Bissell's re-organization of the Tenth Air Force, five commanders reported to him: Brigadier General Caleb V. Haynes ran the India Air Task Force, created 8 October 1942, Brig. Gen. Claire Chennault
ran the China Air Task Force, created 4 July 1942 to replace the American Volunteer Group, Robert F. Tate ran the India-China Ferry Command, Robert C. Oliver ran the Tenth's service arm and Francis M. Brady operated the large air base at Karachi.[3] Haynes's task force assembled three bomber groups: the 7th Bombardment Group, the 51st
Fighter Group and the 341st Bombardment Group (Medium). On paper were more squadrons not yet prepared for war—some had no aircraft, some had too little training and some were bare cadres.[3] In March 1943, the China Air Task Force was dissolved and its components made part of the new Fourteenth Air Force, activated in China under
Chennault.[4] In July 1943, Howard C. Davidson succeeded Bissell as commanding general.[5] The Tenth operated in India and Burma as part of the Allied Eastern Air Command until it moved to China late in July 1945.[4] The Tenth Air Force conducted offensive strategic bombing operations in Burma and Thailand and supported Allied ground efforts
with close air support and operations against Japanese communications and supply installations. After the end of the war in China, the command headquarters departed from Shanghai on 15 December 1945, being attached to Army Service Forces at Fort Lawton, Washington, where the last personnel were demobilized and the command inactivated,
being returned to HQ USAAF on 6 January 1946. In March 1946, USAAF Chief General Carl Spaatz had undertaken a major re-organization of the postwar USAAF that had included the establishment of Major Commands (MAJCOM), who would report directly to HQ United States Army Air Forces. Continental Air Forces was inactivated, and Tenth Air



Force was assigned to the postwar Air Defense Command in March 1946 and subsequently to Continental Air Command (ConAC) in December 1948 being primarily concerned with air defense. The command was re-activated on 24 May 1946 at Brooks Field (later, Brooks AFB), Texas. It moved to Offutt AFB, Nebraska, 1 July 1948; Fort Benjamin
Harrison (later, Benjamin Harrison AFB), Indiana, 25 September 1948. It was originally assigned to provide air defense over a wide region from Kentucky to Montana; from the Four Corners of southwest Colorado to the Northeast tip of Minnesota, north of the borders of New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Tennessee. The 56th Fighter Wing at
Selfridge AFB, Michigan, joined Tenth Air Force on 1 December 1948, transferring in from SAC's Fifteenth Air Force. In addition to the command and control of the active Air Force interceptor and radar units in its region, it also became the command organization for the Air Force Reserve and state Air National Guard units. By 1949 with the
establishment of the Western Air Defense Force (WADF) and Eastern Air Defense Force (EADF), the air defense mission of the command was transferred to WADF, leaving Tenth AF free to focus on its reserve training tasks. Moved to Selfridge AFB, Michigan, 16 January 1950 where for the next decade it concentrated on air reserve training
throughout the decade. On 1 July 1960, the Fifth Air Force Reserve Region was formed at Selfridge AFB. The Fifth Air Force Reserve Region was one of five Reserve regions and became operational on 1 September 1960, under the control of Continental Air Command (CAC), as a result, Tenth Air Force was discontinued, and inactivated, on 1
September 1960. Tenth Air Force was reactivated on 20 January 1966, at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri as part of Air Defense Command with the inactivation of its organization of Air Defense Sectors. Its area of responsibility was the central region of the United States east of the Rocky Mountains to the Mississippi River and the northern peninsula
of Michigan. On 16 January 1968 Air Defense Command was re-designated Aerospace Defense Command (ADCOM) as part of a restructuring of USAF air defense forces. Tenth Air Force's second period of service was short lived, however, and the command was again inactivated as the result of a major ADCOM reorganization on 31 December 1969 of
the First Fourth, Tenth Air Forces and several Air Divisions. This reorganization was the result of the need to eliminate intermediate levels of command in ADCOM driven by budget reductions and a perceived lessening of the need for continental air defense against attacking Soviet aircraft. ADCOM reassigned the units under the inactivated Tenth Air
Force primarily to the 14th, 23d and 24th Air Divisions. Continental Air Command was discontinued on 1 August 1968, and was replaced by Headquarters Air Force Reserve, located at Robins AFB, Georgia. In July 1969, the Fourth Region moved from Randolph AFB to Ellington AFB, near Houston, Texas. On 31 December 1969, the five regions were
merged into three. The responsibilities of the Fourth and Fifth Regions were consolidated into the new Central Air Force Reserve Region. Eastern Region became responsible for the First and Second Region areas, the Sixth Region became the Western Region. This change increased the area of responsibility of Central Region from five states to 14,
ranging from the Canadian to the Mexican borders. As a result of these consolidations, Tenth Air Force was again inactivated on 31 December 1969. When Air Force operations were phased out of Ellington AFB, Central Region Headquarters moved to Bergstrom AFB in Austin, Texas on 10 March 1976. The Air Force Reserve's entire intermediate
management structure was then realigned effective 8 October 1976; and the Reserve Regions were inactivated and succeeded by the currently activated Tenth Air Force. Redesignated Tenth Air Force (Reserve) on 24 September 1976, the unit activated in the Reserve on 8 October 1976 at Bergstrom AFB, Texas, assigned to Air Force Reserve. It was
redesignated Tenth Air Force on 1 December 1985. As a result, the unit assumed command over all Tactical Air Command-gained and Strategic Air Command-gained Air Force Reserve units regardless of geographic location. With the inactivation of TAC and SAC in 1992, Tenth Air Force today is responsible for command supervision of fighter,
bomber, rescue, airborne warning and control, special operations, flying training, combat air operations battle staff, and space reserve units. Established as 10th Air Force on 4 February 1942. Activated on 12 February 1942 Redesignated Tenth Air Force on 18 September 1942 Inactivated on 6 January 1946 Activated on 24 May 1946 Discontinued,
and inactivated, on 1 September 1960 Activated on 20 January 1966 Organized on 1 April 1966 Inactivated on 31 December 1969 Redesignated Tenth Air Force (Reserve) on 24 September 1976 Activated on 8 October 1976 Redesignated Tenth Air Force on 1 December 1985 Air Force Combat Command, 12 February 1942 U.S. Army Forces in China-
Burma-India Theater, 5 March 1942 Army Air Forces, India-Burma Sector, 21 August 1943 Attached to Eastern Air Command, 15 December 1943 - 1 June 1945 Further attached to Strategic Air Force, Eastern Air Command, 15 December 1943 - 20 June 1944 Army Air Forces, India-Burma Theater, 27 October 1944 Army Air Forces, China Theater, 6
July 1945 U.S. Army Air Forces, China Theater, 25 August 1945 Army Service Forces, Seattle Port of Embarkation, 5-6 January 1946 Air Defense Command, 24 May 1946 Continental Air Command, 1 December 1948 - 1 September 1960 Air (later, Aerospace) Defense Command, 20 January 1966 - 31 December 1969 Air Force Reserve (later, Air Force
Reserve Command), 8 October 1976 - present IX Air Service Area: 19 March - 1 July 1948, assigned to Tenth Air Force, 19 March - 1 July 1948 X Air Force Service Command, assigned from 1 February - 20 August 1943. Activated 1 May 1942 with headquarters at New Delhi, India. Brigadier General Elmer E. Adler was appointed commanding officer.
10 AFSC was redesignated China-Burma-India Air Service Command on 20 August 1943.[6] 22 Air Depot Group was assigned to CBI Air Service Command from 14 February 1944 at Kharagpur, until 29 June 1944. XXI Air Force Service: 19 March - 1 July 1948 Karachi American Air Base: 13 February - 20 August 1943 30th Air Division: 16 December
1949 - 1 September 1950; 1 April 1966 - 18 September 1968 73d Air Division: 1 July 1948 - 27 June 1949 96th Air Division: 1 July 1948 - 27 June 1949 322d Air Division: 1 July 1948 - 27 June 1949 323d Air Division: 1 July 1948 - 27 June 1949. 20th Air Division: 1 April 1966 - 31 December 1967 28th Air Division: 1 April 1966 - 19 November 1969
29th Air Division: 1 April 1966 - 15 September 1969 31st Air Division: 1 July 1968 - 31 December 1969 24th Air Division: 19 November - 1 December 1969 25th Air Division: 15 September - 1 December 1969 26th Air Division: 19 November - 1 December 1969 27th Air Division: 15 September - 19 November 1969 2 Air Reserve: 1 December 1951 - 1
April 1954. Fourth Air Force Reserve: 1 Jul - 1 September 1960 Fifth Air Force Reserve: 1 Jul - 1 September 1960 552d Airborne Early Warning and Control Wing, 15 September - 15 November 1969 4780th Air Defense Wing (Training), 1 July 1968 - 15 November 1969 12th Bombardment Group, c. 21 March 1944 - c. 24 January 1945[7] 341st
Bombardment Group, 15 September 1942 - 3 October 1942, then resubordinated to the India Air Task Force; then reassigned back to Tenth Air Force on 16 October 1943. Patterson Field, Ohio 4 February 1942 New Delhi, India, March-May 1942 Barrackpore, India. October 1943 Belvedere Palace, Calcutta, India, January 1944 Kanjikoah, India, June
1944 Myitkyina, Burma, November 1944 Bhamo, Burma, February 1945 Piardoba, India May 1945 Kunming, China, June-July 1945 Liuchow, China, August 1945 Kunming, China, June-July 1945 Liuchow, China, August 1945 Kunming, China, August 1945 Shanghai, China, October 1945 Fort Lawton, Washington, 5-6 January 1946 Brooks Field (later,
AFB), Texas, 24 May 1946 Offut Air Force Base, Nebraska, 1 July 1948 Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan, January 1950-1 September 1960 Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, Missouri, 1 April 1966 - 31 December 1969 Bergstrom Air Force Base, Texas, 8 October 1976 Carswell ARS, Texas, 30 June 1996 No. Commander Term Portrait Name Took
office Left office Term length 1 Major GeneralRoger P. Scheerl December 19851 November 1986335 days 2 Brigadier GeneralWilliam B. McDaniell November 19866 July 1987247 days 3 Brigadier GeneralJohn J. Closner II16 July 19875 July 19891 year, 364 days 4 Brigadier GeneralRobert A. McIntosh5 July 19891 December 19901 year, 149 days 5
Major GeneralDavid R. Smith1l December 1990February 1998~7 years, 62 days 6 Major GeneralJohn A. BradleyFebruary 19984 March 2002~4 years, 31 days 7 Major GeneralDavid E. Tanzi4 March 200220 January 20052 years, 322 days 8 Major GeneralAllan R. Poulin20 January 200524 December 2005338 days 9 Major GeneralRichard C. Collins24
December 20053 June 20071 year, 161 days 10 Major GeneralThomas R. Coon3 June 2007May 2009~1 year, 332 days 11 Major GeneralFrank J. PadillaMay 20095 November 2011~2 years, 188 days 12 Major GeneralWilliam B. Binger5 November 201118 October 20142 years, 347 days 13 Major GeneralRichard W. Scobee18 October 20141 May
2017~2 years, 195 days 14 Major GeneralRonald B. Millerl May 201710 May 2019~2 years, 9 days 15 Major GeneralBrian K. Borgen10 May 20194 June 20212 years, 25 days 16 Major GeneralBryan P. Radliff4 June 20214 August 20232 years, 61 days 17 Major GeneralRegina A. Sabric4 August 2023Incumbentl year, 317 days Objective, Burma! This
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Handbook of Aerospace Defense Organization 1946 - 1980, by Lloyd H. Cornett and Mildred W. Johnson, Office of History, Aerospace Defense Center, Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado Tenth Air Force Factsheet Dedicated to the members of the 341st Bomb Group China-Burma-India Theater[usurped] Second World War 10th Air Force history Life
and Times of the 341st Bomb Group Second World War 10th Air Force Unit Listing Retrieved from " 4 30th Air Division F-102A Delta Dagger of the division's 326th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron[1]Active1948-1968Country United StatesBranch United States Air ForceRoleCommand of air defense forcesPart ofAir Defense CommandDecorationsAir
Force Outstanding Unit AwardInsignia30th Air Division emblem (Approved 7 October 1954)[2]Military unit 30th Air Division ADC AOR 1949-1960 30th Air Division ADC AOR 1966-1968 The 30th Air Division (30th AD) is an inactive United States Air Force organization. Its last assignment was with Air Defense Command, assigned to Tenth Air Force,
being stationed at Sioux City Municipal Airport, Iowa. It was inactivated on 18 September 1968. Assigned to Air Defense Command (ADC) for most of its existence, the division's initial mission was the air defense of the upper Great Lakes region of the United States. The 30th equipped, administered, trained, and provided operationally ready forces to
the appropriate commanders for air defense. The division trained attached and assigned units and supervised and participated in numerous exercises such as Kiowa Knife and Mandan Indian.[2] Moved to Sioux City Municipal Airport in 1966 as part of an ADC reorganization and became responsible for air defense in a large area of the upper Midwest
after the inactivation of the Sioux City Air Defense Sector. Assumed additional designation of 30th NORAD Region after activation of the NORAD Combat Operations Center at the Cheyenne Mountain Complex, Colorado, and reporting was transferred to NORAD from ADC at Ent Air Force Base in April 1966. The 30th administered and trained
subordinate units, and participated in numerous air defense training exercises.[2] In addition, during the 1960s it supervised training of Air National Guard units with a pertinent mobilization assignment. Inactivated in September 1968[2] as ADC phased down its interceptor mission as the chances of a Soviet bomber attack on the United States
seemed remote, its mission being consolidated into North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) and its assets transferred to 24th NORAD Region/Air Division. Established as the 30 Air Division (Defense) on 8 November 1949 Activated on 16 December 1949 Inactivated on 1 February 1952 Organized on 1 February 1952 Redesignated 30
Air Division (SAGE) on 1 April 1959 Discontinued and inactivated on 18 September 1968[2] Tenth Air Force, 16 December 1949 (attached to Eastern Air Defense Force after 1 January 1951) Eastern Air Defense Force, 1 September 1950 - 1 July 1959 Air Defense Command, 1 July 1959 Tenth Air Force, 1 April 1966 - 18 September 1968[2] Selfridge
Air Force Base, Michigan - 16 December 1949 - 7 April 1952 Willow Run Airport (later Willow Run Air Force Station), Michigan, 7 April 1952 Truax Field, Wisconsin, 1 April 1959 Sioux City Municipal Airport, Iowa, 1 April 1966 - 18 September 1968[2] 31st Air Division (attached): 27 November 1950 - 1 February 1951[2] Chicago Air Defense Sector:
1 April 1959 - 1 April 1966 Truax Field, Wisconsin Detroit Air Defense Sector: 8 January 1957 - 4 September 1963 Custer Air Force Station, Michigan Duluth Air Defense Sector: 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1966 Duluth Airport, Minnesota Sault Ste Marie Air Defense Sector: 1 April 1959 - 15 December 1963[2] K.I. Sawyer Air Force Base, Michigan 1st
Fighter Wing (Air Defense), 18 October 1956 - 1 April 1959 Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan 56th Fighter Interceptor Wing: attached 20 February 1950 - 6 February 1952 Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan 328th Fighter Wing: 1 April 1966 - 18 July 1968 Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, Missouri 343d Fighter Wing: 1 April-1 July 1959 Duluth
Municipal Airport, Minnesota 412th Fighter Wing: 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1960 Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Michigan 473d Fighter Wing: 1 April-1 October 1959 K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base, Michigan 507th Fighter Wing: 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 Kincheloe Air Force Base, Michigan 4706th Defense Wing (later 4706 Air Defense) Wing: 16 February
1953 - 1 March 1956 Kincheloe Air Force Base, Michigan 4708th Defense Wing (later 4708 Air Defense) Wing): 6 February 1952 - 18 October 1956 Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan 4711th Air Defense Wing: 1 March - 8 July 1956[2] Kincheloe Air Force Base, Michigan 1st Fighter Group Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan, 8 July-8 October 1956
15th Fighter Group: 8 July 1956 - 1 September 1958 Niagara Falls Municipal Airport, New York 54th Fighter Group: 8 July 1956 - 8 January 1958 Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania 56th Fighter Group: 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base, Michigan 79th Fighter Group: 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1959 Youngstown Municipal
Airport, Ohio 327th Fighter Group: 1 April-1 June 1959 Truax Field, Wisconsin 343d Fighter Group Duluth International Airport, Minnesota, 1 April-15 November 1959 412th Fighter Group Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Michigan, 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1960 473d Fighter Group K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base, Michigan, 1 April-1 October 1959 507th Fighter
Group[2] Kincheloe Air Force Base, Michigan, 1 April 1959 - 1 February 1961 541st Aircraft Control and Warning Group Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan, 1 January 1951 - 6 February 1952 18th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron: 1 April-1 May 1960 Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Michigan 56th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron: 1 September 1958 - 1 April
1959 Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 71st Fighter-Interceptor Squadron: 25 October 1950 - 4 June 1951 Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania 87th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron: 1 September 1958 - 1 April 1959 Lockbourne Air Force Base, Ohio 319th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron: 1 September 1958 - 1 April 1959[2] Bunker Hill Air
Force Base, Indiana 37th Air Defense Missile Squadron (BOMARC): 1 March - 1 April 1960[2] Kincheloe Air Force Base, Michigan 625th Radar Squadron Hastings Air Force Station, Nebraska, 1 April 1966 - 8 September 1968 639th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Lowther Air Station, Ontario, 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 661st Aircraft
Control and Warning Squadron Selfridge Air Force Base, Michigan, 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1959 662d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Brookfield Air Force Station, Ohio, 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1959 663d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Lake City Air Force Station, Tennessee, 6 February-5 August 1952 664th Aircraft Control and Warning
Squadron Bellefontaine Air Force Station, Ohio, 1 September 1958 - 1 April 1959 665th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Calumet Air Force Station, Michigan, 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 674th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Osceola Air Force Station, Wisconsin, 1 April-1 July 1959 676th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Antigo
Air Force Station, Wisconsin, 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 677th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Alpena Air Force Station, Michigan, 8 July 1956 - 30 November 1957 692d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Baudette Air Force Station, Minnesota, 1 April-1 July 1959 695th Radar Squadron Pickstown Air Force Station, South Dakota, 1
April 1966 - 8 September 1968 707th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Grand Rapids Air Force Station, Minnesota, 1 April-1 July 1959 731st Radar Squadron Sundance Air Force Station, Wyoming, 1 April 1966 - 18 June 1968 738th Radar Squadron Olathe Air Force Station, Kansas, 1 April 1966 - 8 September 1988 752d Aircraft Control and
Warning Squadron Empire Air Force Station, Michigan, 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 753d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Sault Sainte Marie Air Force Station, Michigan, 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 754th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Port Austin Air Force Station, Michigan, 6 February 1952 - 16 February 1953 755th Radar
Squadron Arlington Heights Air Force Station, Illinois, 1 December 1967 - 1 July 1968 756th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Finland Air Force Station, Minnesota, 1 April-1 July 1959 763d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Lockport Air Force Station, New York, 8 July 1956 - 1 September 1958 781st Aircraft Control and Warning
Squadron Custer Air Force Station, Michigan, 6 February 1952 - 16 February 1953 782d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Rockville Air Force Station, Indiana, 6 February 1952 - 16 February 1953 784th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Snow Mountain Air Force Station, Kentucky, 6 February 1952 - 16 February 1953 787th Radar
Squadron Chandler Air Force Station, Minnesota, 1 April 1966 - 1 July 1968 788th Radar Squadron Waverly Air Force Station, Iowa, 1 December 1967 - 1 July 1968 789th Radar Squadron Omaha Air Force Station, Nebraska, 1 April 1966 - 8 September 1968 790th Radar Squadron Kirksville Air Force Station, Missouri, 1 December 1957 - 8
September 1968 791st Radar Squadron Hanna City Air Force Station, Illinois, 1 December 1967 - 18 June 1968 793d Radar Squadron Hutchinson Air Force Station, Kansas, 1 April 1966 - 8 September 1968 798th Radar Squadron Belleville Air Force Station, Illinois, 1 December 1967 - 18 June 1968 809th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron
Willow Run Airport, Michigan, 26-30 May 1953 903d Radar Squadron Gettysburg Air Force Station, South Dakota, 1 April 1966 - 18 June 1968 906th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Willow Run Airport, Michigan, 26-30 May 1953 912th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Ramore Air Station, Ontario, 21 December 1952 - 16 February
1953; 8 July 1956 - 1 April 1960 913th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Pagwa Air Station, Ontario, 21 December 1952 - 16 February 1953; 1 April 1959 - 1 April 1960 914th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron Armstrong Air Station, Ontario, 21 December 1952 - 16 February 1953; 1 April-15 November 1969 915th Aircraft Control and
Warning Squadron Sioux Lookout Air Station, Ontario, 1 April 1959 - 15 November 1969 List of United States Air Force Aerospace Defense Command Interceptor Squadrons List of United States Air Force air divisions United States general surveillance radar stations ~ Aircraft is Convair F-102A-80-CO Serial 56-1444 ~abcdefghijklm
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Luke Air Force Base (links | edit) View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500) Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/30th Air Division" Enjoy the fantastic and unique events taking place in Norfolk from food festivals, markets, music events, country fairs, and much more, they are all on the calendar. Back Known for a strong naval presence and
its unique cultural heritage, Norfolk is a waterfront city in the coastal region of Virginia that blends history, modernity, and creativity. The historic neighborhoods, such as the Freemason District with its cobblestoned streets and colonial homes, offer a glimpse into the past. Conversely, areas like the NEON District, filled with public art, diverse
dining, and locally owned boutiques, highlight Norfolk’s artistic spirit. The city's waterfront and the Elizabeth River Trail make it perfect for outdoor enthusiasts, while its eclectic neighborhoods—Ghent, Chelsea, and Oceanview—offer a variety of experiences, from historic landmarks to beachside relaxation. On top of all this, Norfolk's year-round
events and festivals make it an exciting destination. Plan your next visit to The Mermaid City using this comprehensive guide. THE BEST TIMES TO VISIT NORFOLK While you can find something to do any time of year in Norfolk—like Winterfest on the Wisconsin during the holidays or Harborfest in the summer—spring and fall are truly standout
seasons for this coastal city. In spring, blooming trees and flowers provide a colorful backdrop to city streets and attractions, while fall offers sunny days and brisk evenings that embody sweater weather. Additionally, numerous Norfolk festivals and events fill weekend calendars during the spring and fall seasons. WHERE TO STAY Hilton Norfolk
The Main: Towering Elegance & Abundant On-Site Dining $$ A sleek 23-story luxury hotel situated at the heart of downtown, Hilton Norfolk The Main offers panoramic views of the Elizabeth River and easy access to cultural attractions. Enjoy upscale dining at Saltine, Varia, and Norfolk's only rooftop beer garden, Grain. Known for its funky and
creative spaces (hello, slide in the lobby) and airy, comfortable rooms, the Moxy Virginia Beach Oceanfront also features an outdoor pool, restaurant, and fitness center. The Glass Light Hotel: Modern Artsy Accommodations $$ The Glass Light Hotel & Gallery in downtown Norfolk seamlessly blends historic charm with contemporary luxury. Housed
in the 1912 Royster Building, it features 113 uniquely designed rooms adorned with glass art from the Perry Glass Art Collection, showcasing works by renowned artists like Peter Bremers and Lino Tagliapietra. Dine at the on-site restaurant for French-inspired New American cuisine, enjoy artisanal cocktails at the bar, and explore the vibrant NEON
District and nearby cultural attractions such as the Chrysler Museum of Art and Nauticus. Norfolk Waterside Marriott: Centrally Located Lodging $ Norfolk Waterside Marriott offers a refined and comfortable stay in the heart of downtown Norfolk. Guest rooms and suites feature river or city views and modern amenities, and guests can choose from a
range of on-site dining options including the Italian steakhouse Capo Capo and the Starbucks-affiliated café STEAM. The hotel also boasts a heated indoor pool. The Inn at Four Eleven York: Custom Suites with Made-to-Order Breakfast $$ Four Eleven York is a boutique bed and breakfast nestled in Norfolk's historic Freemason District that offers both
Victorian charm and modern luxury. Each of the four suites is uniquely designed with upscale amenities, including heated bathroom floors, rain showers, and premium mattresses, ensuring a restful stay. In the morning, guests receive a made-to-order breakfast, served in-room or in the dining area, and for dinner, you can dine on-site at Four Eleven
York’s restaurant, which focuses on fresh, local fare and handcrafted cocktails. WHERE TO EAT Freemason Abbey Restaurant Housed in a beautifully restored 19th-century church, Freemason Abbey Restaurant serves up classic American dishes with an upscale twist. Saltine Saltine, located within Hilton Norfolk the Main, is a stylish seafood
restaurant with a menu that highlights seasonal shellfish, fresh seafood, and crafted spirits. Luce Downtown Norfolk’s Luce is an intimate Italian restaurant and bar that puts a contemporary twist on classical Italian cuisine, combining regional Italian flavors for a diverse culinary experience. Pair these inspired dishes with a selection from the eclectic
wine list, a brew from the extensive beer list, or a handcrafted cocktail. Norfolk Seafood Co. Sample fresh local seafood with a Cajun-Creole twist inside a beautifully restored 20th-century building. The downstairs features a casual speakeasy ambiance with a mahogany bar and raw bar offering fresh oysters daily, while the upstairs provides an
elegant dining room ideal for romantic dinners. The Stockpot This two-story café is nestled in Selden Market and has a cozy atmosphere with exposed brick walls, open kitchen views, and a wraparound bar. It has become a local favorite for healthy comfort food such as made-from-scratch soups, globally inspired salads, and all-day breakfast items.
The café also serves a selection of craft beers, kombucha, and inventive cocktails, making it a popular spot for casual dining and social gatherings. Todd Jurich’s Bistro The seasonal menu at Todd Jurich’s Bistro highlights the best of the Chesapeake Bay region, incorporating heirloom vegetables and products from small Virginia producers. The
restaurant is renowned for its signature dishes such as pumpkin crab soup, popovers, and creative preparations of local seafood. The Market in Waterside District Find a wide array of culinary experiences inside the Market at Waterside District, a 30,000-square-foot food hall with over ten food and beverage vendors—including local favorites like
Rappahannock Oyster Co., Cogan’s Pizza, and Luk Fu. The venue also features a 25-foot big screen for live sports, making it a popular spot for game days and social gatherings. TOP ATTRACTIONS & LANDMARKS Norfolk Botanical Garden As Virginia’s largest botanical garden, Norfolk Botanical Garden has more than 60 themed gardens spread over
its 175 acres. Walk or take a tram or boat to spot colorful seasonal flowers in bloom throughout the property. Elizabeth River Trail The 10.5-mile Elizabeth River Trail offers a blend of outdoor recreation, cultural landmarks, and community engagement. Visitors can walk, bike, or run along the trail while exploring attractions like the Battleship
Wisconsin, the Chrysler Museum of Art, and the Pagoda & Oriental Garden. The trail also hosts seasonal events such as botanical tours, fitness programs, and public art installations. Sail Nauticus Get an educational maritime experience along Norfolk's waterfront when you book Sail Nauticus, a sailing excursion company that provides hands-on
instruction and lessons for beginners, as well as more comprehensive classes that span several days. Nauticus & Battleship Wisconsin Make sure a visit to Nauticus and the Battleship Wisconsin is on your itinerary during a visit to Norfolk. The waterfront maritime museum and discovery center features three floors of interactive exhibits and STEM
programming. Once you’ve explored the museum, head next door to tour the Battleship Wisconsin, the last and one of the largest battleships to be built by the U.S. Navy. A self-guided deck tour is included with your admission to Nauticus, or you can add on a guided tour of the ship’s interior to learn about the life of an enlisted individual on the ship.
Norfolk Botanical Garden As Virginia’s largest botanical garden, Norfolk Botanical Garden has more than 60 themed gardens spread over its 175 acres. Walk or take a tram or boat to spot colorful seasonal flowers in bloom throughout the property. Chrysler Museum of Art The Chrysler Museum of Art is renowned for its extensive collection of over
30,000 works spanning 5,000 years of global art history. Highlights include masterpieces from the Impressionist era, a world-class glass collection, and notable works by artists such as Monet, Renoir, and Picasso. Virginia Zoo The Virginia Zoo showcases over 700 animals from more than 150 species across themed habitats like Africa, Asia, and
North America. Attend interactive experiences such as giraffe feedings, train rides, and the "Run Wild!" nature playground, while also exploring the zoo's botanical gardens and reptile exhibits. SHOPPING & SOUVENIRS NEON District With its eclectic mix of art, culture, and community engagement, the NEON District offers a unique and immersive
experience for visitors seeking to explore Norfolk's creative scene. The district features more than 60 large-scale murals created by both local and international artists, as well as local shops such as Xchange Norfolk, Virginia Furniture Company, and Cardinal Skate Shop. MacArthur Center MacArthur Center has a diverse mix of retail, dining, and
entertainment options. Big department stores Nordstrom and Dillard’s anchor the mall, but there are 120 stores to shop, a variety of eateries, and an 18-screen movie theater. Norfolk Premium Outlets Shop 50+ brand-name retailers, including Adidas, Carter’s, and Tory Burch, at deeply discounted prices at Norfolk Premium Outlets. Selden Market
Selden Market is a community-driven marketplace located in downtown Norfolk. Housed in the historic Selden Arcade, this innovative space serves as an incubator for emerging small businesses, offering a rotating selection of local shops, restaurants, pop-ups, and events. NIGHTLIFE & ENTERTAINMENT Catch a Baseball Game at Harbor Park See
local AAA baseball team the Tides play a home game at Harbor Park. Sitting alongside the Elizabeth River, the stadium offers open views of Norfolk and the harbor. Fans can enjoy a variety of local food options, including smoked barbecue and the signature Orange Crush cocktail, all while soaking in the family-friendly atmosphere and occasional
naval ship sightings beyond the outfield. Pair Live Music with Dinner at The Annex The Annex is a vibrant live music venue hosting a diverse range of performances, including indie rock, jam bands, punk, metal, and even anime-themed concerts. The venue features a full-service bar offering craft beers from Young Veterans Brewing Company and a
kitchen serving dishes like the signature fried chicken sandwich. See the Latest and Greatest Bands & Artists at The NorVa The NorVa is a renowned live music venue in downtown Norfolk celebrated for its exceptional acoustics and intimate atmosphere. Housed in a historic 1920s vaudeville theater, it boasts a state-of-the-art sound system, a wrap-
around balcony, and a VIP lounge. Get All Kinds of Live Entertainment at the Norfolk Scope Arena Norfolk’s Scope Arena is a premier venue for live music in the Hampton Roads area. Its iconic concrete dome not only provides a striking architectural feature but also contributes to exceptional acoustics, enhancing the live music experience. The
arena's climate-controlled environment ensures comfort year-round, while its central downtown location offers easy access to a variety of dining and entertainment options before and after events. Add Some Culture to Your Vacation at the L. Douglas Wilder Performing Arts Center The L. Douglas Wilder Performing Arts Center at Norfolk State
University welcomes visitors attending concerts, theater productions, and community events. The center features a spacious auditorium, excellent acoustics, and comfortable seating, including balcony options. Sip on Local Craft Brews at a Coastal Brewery With nine breweries within Norfolk and many more just down the road, craft brew enthusiasts
will find that Norfolk is a fantastic hub for sampling a variety of local beers. Bring along a friend to DD or arrange a ride with Uber or Lyft to safely explore this vibrant brew scene. ANNUAL FESTIVALS Virginia International Tattoo When: April 24-27, 2025 Where: Scope Arena Part of the Virginia Arts Festival, the Virginia International Tattoo is a
grand military celebration that showcases over 800 performers from six nations, including the Japan Air Self-Defense Force Central Band and Norway’s Band and Drill Team of His Majesty the King’s Guard. Spring Town Point Virginia Wine Festival When: May 3-4, 2025 Where: Town Point Park The Spring Town Point Virginia Wine Festival features
more than 200 Virginia wines available for attendees to sample. Guests can also enjoy gourmet food, live music, and shopping from local artisans along the scenic Norfolk waterfront during this wine weekend Patriotic Festival When: May 23-25, 2025 Where: Scope Arena Patriotic Festival is a dynamic Memorial Day weekend event that honors the
U.S. Armed Forces through a blend of live country music and military-themed activities. Held at Scope Arena, the festival features performances by top country artists, as well as military exhibits and food and drink sampling stations. The combination of music and military appreciation makes the Patriotic Festival a standout event for both country
music fans and those honoring service members. Norfolk HarborFest When: June 5-8, 2025 Where: Town Point Park The annual Norfolk HarborFest is America's largest and longest-running free maritime festival. This vibrant celebration of Norfolk's rich naval heritage features a spectacular Parade of Sail with international tall ships, one of the East
Coast's largest fireworks displays, and a mesmerizing drone show. Explore an array of family activities, Navy exhibits, artisan foods, craft beverages, and live entertainment throughout the weekend. Hampton Roads PrideFest When: June 21, 2025 Where: Downtown Norfolk Held annually in Norfolk and Virginia Beach, the Hampton Roads Pride
Weekend celebrates the area’s LGBTQ+ community and allies. The weekend's centerpiece, PrideFest, features live performances, local vendors, and the iconic Pride Boat Parade on the Elizabeth River. The festivities culminate on Sunday with Pride at the Beach, offering beachside entertainment and community solidarity. Norfolk Waterfront Jazz
Festival When: August 22-23, 2025 Where: Town Point Park Jazz lovers flock to the Norfolk Waterfront Jazz Festival, an annual event happening along the downtown Norfolk waterfront at Town Point Park. This two-day event is the area's longest-running outdoor jazz festival, featuring a lineup of international smooth jazz artists. Fall Town Point
Virginia Wine Festival When: October 18-19, 2025 Where: Town Point Park Attend the fall version of the Spring Town Point Virginia Wine Festival to savor the crisp autumn atmosphere and gorgeous changing foliage colors. NEON Festival When: October 16-17, 2025 Where: NEON District NEON Festival, named for and held in Norfolk's NEON
District, is a two-night celebration of art, music, and community. This free event invites visitors to check out the district's creative spaces, catch live performances, see unique interactive art installations and pop-up galleries, and sample delicious food from vendors, all set against the backdrop of the Chrysler Museum of Art and Perry Glass Studio.
WinterFest on the Wisconsin When: Mid-November through January 1, 2026 Where: Nauticus Museum WinterFest on the Wisconsin is a dazzling holiday light festival held annually at Nauticus Museum. Recognized by the U.S. News & World Report as one of the top 28 Christmas light displays in the country, the event features more than one million
lights illuminating the historic Battleship Wisconsin and the surrounding waterfront. Themed displays inspired by classic holiday movies are found throughout the ship, and after admiring the lights, visitors can head to Mistletoe Marina, packed with festive treats, a snow zone, photos with Santa, and a holiday market offering seasonal gifts. The event
runs select nights from mid-November through early January, providing a magical experience for visitors of all ages. JUST DOWN THE ROAD... ... Towns to Explore Virginia Beach | Virginia Beach is a popular coastal vacation destination known for its long stretches of sandy beaches, iconic boardwalk, and a burgeoning arts scene centered around the
ViBe Creative District. Attractions like the Virginia Aquarium, First Landing State Park, and oceanfront festivals and events keep the city lively year-round. Williamsburg | Steeped in American history, Williamsburg is known for Colonial Williamsburg, the largest outdoor living museum in the country and part of the Historic Triangle. While history is a
big part of the city, there’s plenty more to explore while visiting Williamsburg, from the massive outlet mall to the thrilling rides at Busch Gardens Williamsburg and the indoor water park at Great Wolf Lodge. Hampton | You’ll find rich colonial and military heritage in Hampton, a historic waterfront city on the Chesapeake Bay. Home to landmarks
like Fort Monroe, NASA’s Langley Research Center, and the Virginia Air and Space Science Center, Hampton’s diverse neighborhoods and world-class museums make it a unique hub in the Hampton Roads region. Suffolk | With a mix of farmland, waterfront, and urban spaces, Suffolk offers a quieter lifestyle within the Hampton Roads region. The
city is known for its peanut farming heritage and the hauntingly beautiful Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge. Cape Charles | The charming Eastern Shore town of Cape Charles is a coastal alternative for those looking for a quiet, relaxed beach getaway far from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Known for its historic downtown filled
with boutique shops, Victorian-era bed and breakfasts, and golf cart-riding visitors, the serene beaches and scenic views of Cape Charles provide a peaceful waterfront getaway for visitors looking for a slower pace. ...More Outdoor Fun Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge | The Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge is a rare and
ecologically significant wilderness, encompassing over 113,000 acres of forested wetlands, including Lake Drummond, one of Virginia’s two natural lakes. The refuge holds deep historical importance as a sanctuary for Indigenous peoples and self-emancipated African Americans who established communities within its dense forests during the 17th
through 19th centuries. The Chesapeake Bay | The Chesapeake Bay, the largest estuary in the United States and home to a diverse range of species, is a coastal outdoor paradise, inviting visitors to boat, fish, kayak, or simply lounge along a shoreline or beach to take in incredible views of the waterway. There are several charming small towns worth
exploring located along the Chesapeake Bay, such as Cape Charles on the Chesapeake Bay, or Deltaville on the Middle Peninsula. First Landing State Park | Virginia’s most-visited state park, First Landing State Park in Virginia Beach, stands out due to its unique mix of rich history and diverse natural habitats. The site commemorates the location of
the 1607 landing of English settlers and features one of the world's rarest ecosystems: the maritime forest. Spanning 2,888 acres, the park contains 19+ miles of trails through cypress swamps, salt marshes, and dunes. ...Noteworthy Attractions Colonial Williamsburg | As the world’s largest outdoor living history museum, Colonial Williamsburg is a
must for visitors traveling to the Hampton Roads region. Experience 18th-century life as you explore the 301-acre museum and interact with costumed tradespeople who represent more than 20 occupations found in Revolutionary-era America. Virginia Beach Boardwalk | Spanning three miles along the Atlantic Ocean shoreline, the Virginia Beach
Boardwalk is a paved multi-use pathway open for biking, rollerblading, and walking from 2nd to 40th Street. Highlights include the iconic King Neptune statue at 31st Street, Grommet Island Park, and four oceanfront stages hosting live music during the summer months. Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center | The Virginia Aquarium & Marine
Science Center in Virginia Beach contains over 800,000 gallons of exhibits and habitats representing more than 300 species. These habitats represent a variety of ecosystems, from the Chesapeake Bay to coral reefs, and feature animals like sea turtles, sharks, and otters. Interactive exhibits, such as the Otter Habitat and the Restless Planet gallery,
along with behind-the-scenes tours and boat excursions, provide engaging educational opportunities for all ages. Fort Monroe National Monument | Fort Monroe National Monument in Hampton is a historically rich site and the largest stone fort ever built in the United States. It played a pivotal role in American history, from serving as a military
stronghold to being a sanctuary for enslaved individuals during the Civil War. Learn about more than 400 years of history through exhibits at the Visitor & Education Center, guided tours, and self-guided walks past landmarks like the Casemate Museum, Old Point Comfort Lighthouse, and the iconic Algernourne Oak, which is over 500 years old.
Virginia Living Museum | Located in Newport News, The Virginia Living Museum showcases Virginia’s diverse ecosystems, from the Appalachian Mountains to the Chesapeake Bay, through immersive exhibits. Visitors learn about habitats like the Appalachian Cove, Cypress Swamp, and Coastal Plain, home to over 250 native species, including red
wolves, otters, and various reptiles and amphibians. Interactive exhibits, such as the Dinosaur Discovery Trail and the Abbitt Planetarium, provide educational and engaging experiences for all ages. Whether you’re traveling solo, with friends, or with your family, a Virginia vacation’s got all that you love, all in one place. Use this guide to Norfolk to
help you start planning your Virginia vacation today!



