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It's not surprising that a handwritten Mozart concerto is immensely valuable. After all, there's only one, the document was in intimate contact with its famous creator, and it has survived centuries, despite being written on something as insubstantial as paper. It even has intrinsic value; you can slap it on your piano scroll and play it!But what about the
more useless, sturdy, and plentiful supposedly priceless objects that the world adores? Where does their worth come from?There are usually similar factors involved in valuation: age, rarity, preservation, beauty. But why is the Mona Lisa more important than the perfectly lovely portrait of Isabella of Portugal? Why do we all know what a Stradivarius
is, but have never heard of its contemporary, the Amati? Short answer: Priceless items are priceless because we all agree that they are. Here, a look at the some of the most famous "priceless" objects in the world, and how they got that way. Escape your echo chamber. Get the facts behind the news, plus analysis from multiple perspectives. From our
morning news briefing to a weekly Good News Newsletter, get the best of The Week delivered directly to your inbox.From our morning news briefing to a weekly Good News Newsletter, get the best of The Week delivered directly to your inbox.1. Faberge eggsThe opulent, jewel-encrusted Russian Easter eggs are actually only a tiny sliver of the goods
that the jewelers at The House of Faberge made in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The famous eggs were actually "Imperial Eggs," made under the direct supervision of Peter Carl Faberg himself, and presented only to the Imperial Family of Russia. Only about 50 were ever made.The eggs have all the components of luxury: intricate and
unique artwork, dripping in jewels, and rarity. There is an extra ingredient to these eggs, however, to make them irresistible: Tragedy. Communists overthrew the Royal Family, murdering the Tsar, Tsarina and their little children (the fabled Anastasia) in a basement. Peter Carl Faberge fled Russia and never recovered. The House of Faberge
continued to exist, but the name was sold over and over and soon had no relation to the famous artisan.2. Stradivarius violinsA free daily email with the biggest news stories of the day and the best features from TheWeek.comAbout 650 of the stringed instruments (harps, guitars, violins) that Antonio Stradivari made in the late 17th and early 18th
centuries still exist today. (There are many, many more violins that have the Stradivarius name on them, but they are usually cheap 19th century replicas made to honor the style of the master). Most are violins, and they are generally considered to be the finest instruments in the world. They sell for millions and are cherished by master violinists
everywhere.But why? Stradivari did implement a lot of new ideas with his violins. He redesigned the sound boxes, the f-holes, the geometry of the wood, and even chose a rich red varnish that would best complement the vibration of the instrument. Plus he was an artist. Strads are beautiful. Many people believe these details came together in a
symphony of perfection, creating an instrument whose sound quality is unrivaled.Unfortunately, time and time again, actual double blind tests prove this is untrue. One test for the Strad is to have professional violinists put on dark goggles and play the famous instrument along with more common ones. Even though they hold the Strad in their hands
and hear its famous reverberations right next to their ears, they can't tell it apart from a well-made 1970s violin. It seems the perfection and value of the Stradivarius is in the heart, not the head.3. Mona LisaAs soon as Leonardo da Vinci was done painting Mona Lisa in the 16th century, he carried it with him all over Europe to show potential patrons
what he was capable of doing. And by the standards of the day, he was extremely capable. We don't notice it now, because of commonplace photorealism, but Lisa looks real, and intimately so. It was a game-changing presentation.And then there's the delicious little mystery: No one knows for certain who she is. Most art historians believe she is Lisa
del Giocondo, the wife of Florentine silk merchant. But da Vinci never said for certain. Mona Lisa is famous for her smile, because it's conveying an emotion, but everyone gets to decide for themselves what that emotion is. Come hither? Wise to your bull? Content? Weary?She got another huge boost in popularity when she was stolen in 1911. That
was also when imitations and mockeries of Mona Lisa began (who can't picture her as clearly with a drawn-on mustache as without?) as people lampooned the police for not making more headway in the investigation.But Mona Lisa is famous (and priceless) because of the law of inertia. Fame in motion with nothing to stop it tends to stay in motion,
growing bigger and more expensive with each pop culture reference and parody.4. Ming vasesFirst of all, they're vases. That means that every pratfall comedian in history has been hunting them down, trying to bump their bottoms into the rickety tables the vases are perched on, all in the hope that a fat man will be so shocked his monocle will fall in
his champagne glass.The Chinese made beautiful vases for millennia, not just during the 13681644 Ming Dynasty, though ceramic techniques did improve vastly during these years. Craftsman learned to make sharper images, more dramatic shaping, and different textures. But that is not unique to China or to the Ming years. The real reason "Ming"
jumps to our minds is because it was during the Ming Dynasty that China started exporting their ceramics to Europe. All the hoity-toity folks in Europe wanted a beautiful souvenir of this exotic land, and the ceramics they bought happened to be Ming. Also, Europeans can pronounce "Ming," allowing it to stick in the head. Not so much "Qianlong,"
and other brilliant eras of ceramic artistry.5. DiamondsBe honest. In a blind test, could you tell a diamond from a cubic zirconium? From cut crystal? Cut glass? Of course there are differences. A well-cut diamond may throw sparkles and rainbows that no other gem could counter. But how is it that those sparkling little rocks have become the most
valuable thing on earth?True, they have some industrial uses because of their hardness and conductivity. But African villages were not enslaved or slaughtered in the pursuit of sharper saw-teeth. The main reason you think diamonds are valuable, according to expert Ira Weissman and renowned journalist Edward Jay Epstein, is that De Beers has been
working very hard for almost a century to convince you that they are.Diamonds are rare but not as rare as they were before the 1870s, when huge diamond mines were discovered in South Africa. That increase of supply created a terrible conundrum for the people who owned the mines. Rarity was how they justified the expense of these pretty little
rocks. So they joined together, and formed De Beers (named after one of the diamond fields) Consolidated Mines Ltd, and soon controlled all the diamond traffic in South Africa. By 1920, De Beers controlled 90 percent of the world's production and distribution of diamonds. But sales began to dwindle. So, in the 1930s, De Beers began a psychological
campaign that so successfully infected the populace that it remains largely unchallenged today: "A diamond is forever."True commitment requires traditional diamonds. Diamonds are rare, and special, like the woman you love. Except how can they be? A friend of mine, Newmont Mining Exploration Geologist Ajeet Milliard, summed up the
contradiction of the "rarity" of diamonds this way: ""They' say diamonds are special, yet everyone has one on their wedding band."So perhaps it is true that a diamond is the most valuable jewel; the highest symbol of wealth, luxury and even devotion, in the entire world. But if it is true, like all priceless objects, it's only because we want it to be. There
is something inherent, inalienable, undeniable and indestructible about the human spirit that has seen us grow from a largely unremarkable primate species, inspired throughout history to produce spectacular objects, into the most dominant form of life on the planet. Anyone who's ever dangled a set of keys over a baby knows that our fascination with
shiny, gleaming trinkets starts early and only seems to grow stronger over time. Much of human history is riddled with tales of adventure, exploration and conquest, all in the name of glittering treasure. Yet, what are these riches for which humanity has risked life and limb? What makes their discoveries the stuff of legend and their acquisitions the
stuff of fantasy? It's an exclusive combination of rarity, financial value, historical context and artistic triumph that gives any artifact treasured status. Human beings have always sought to impress our spiritual connection to the universe through our creation of beautiful things, most of which have tragically been lost throughout history. Fortunately
however, many have survived and continue to be re-discovered even today. They comprise an incomplete though nevertheless enthralling record of our existence, our artistry and our endurance as a species, and as such are indisputably priceless. Some of these choices may surprise you, others may seem overly familiar, but they are all uniquely
worthy representations of the human experience. Here then are 10 (or more) of the world's most valuable treasures; Via caitlinblewis.blogspot.com When four young boys and their dog discovered a hole that led to a system of caves near Montignac in Southern France on September 12, 1940, they had unwittingly opened a time capsule into our pre-
historic past. The caves contained some of the earliest works of art ever found in a series of inter-connected underground caverns that generally became known as the Lascaux Cave Paintings. Beautifully vivid depictions of animals fill the walls, some as large as 15 feet long, still brightly colored and dynamic even eons after they were created. The
largest is known as 'The Great Black Bull,' a towering picture of a huge, powerful beast measuring 17 feet across. Analysis revealed the images dated from between 17,000 and 15,000 BC. Comprised of a single human figure, dozens of different animals species, some now extinct, as well as stunning abstract designs, there are over 2,000 individual
depictions. The paintings are noted for their extraordinary size, detail, brilliant color and obviously their age. Many of the animal figures appear to be in motion, and there is a clear attention to realism that conveys the sense of honored reverence in which the artists obviously held them. This is highlighted by the fact that the caves don't appear to
have ever been inhabited, indicating they may have been reserved as sacred sites specially adorned in tribute to their spiritual beliefs. Regardless, the discovery of the caves completely re-wrote the book on human artistic history, and though other even older cave art has been found since, Lascaux is still the most spectacular. The over 900
representations of extinct aurochs and mammoths, as well as bison, horses, lions, bear, deer and wolves are wonderfully executed, using only natural mineral pigments the artists were able to find, such as manganese oxide (green), ochre (red, orange and yellow) and charred soot (black) which they ground and applied by outlining the figures
primarily in black, and then blowing the colors onto the cave surface by spraying them either orally or through a hollow reed. The effect is amazing, made even more so by the fact these incredible images were created by a Cro-Magnon society. Although the caves also feature hundreds of fascinating engravings composed mainly of abstract designs,
it's the phenomenal number and variety of the paintings that Lascaux has become famous for, and rightfully so; there is simply no other place quite like it on the face of the Earth where the modern world can look back on pre-history through the creative lens of artistic expression. Pretty damn cool for a bunch of cavefolk. Via themuslimtimes.org
Ancient Egypt is arguably one of the most artistically skilled civilizations the Earth has ever seen, and for anyone who doubts it, there are many examples that illustrate the heights to which ancient Egyptian craftspeople elevated their creations to truly Divine status. Believed to have been created around 1340 BC by the royal sculptor Thutmose, this
superb bust of Queen Nefertiti, the 14th century wife of Pharaoh Akhenaton, is among the most famous works of art in history and for good reason. Her sublime beauty has gazed out upon the annals of time and remains one of the crowning achievements of ancient Egyptian artistry. Made of a base of solid limestone covered in layers of applied plaster
with inlaid glass eyes and exquisitely painted in vivid colors that have withstood eons, she is the epitome of regal Egyptian beauty and grace from the height of its ancient empire. The very fact that something so fragile could survive the ravages of history is mind blowing. The delicacy of her features, the almost surreal slenderness of her neck, the
realism of her adornments and makeup and her indomitable, inscrutable one-eyed stare have all combined to endow this sculpture with a tangible aura of immortality. Discovered in 1912 by German archeologist Ludwig Bordchardt, this exquisite treasure has resided in the Berlin Museum since 1923, though Egyptian authorities have long claimed
Bordchardt deceived them about the value of the bust and his intentions to abscond with it, and have demanded its return ever since. Like so many ancient treasures, the exact financial value of Nefertiti's bust may never be accurately calculated, but its symbolic value to Egypt, its history and its people is undoubtedly even greater. So great is her
charm and so emotional is her connection to the majesty of the ancient Egyptians, she continues to completely dismiss the trivialities of money and ownership in favor of something much more ethereal; an eternal life after death. Via theguardian.com By some great chance of history, Akhenaton fathered (though with another wife, not Nefertiti), the
single most famous Egyptian of all time, the Pharaoh Tutankhamun, or more familiarly, King Tut. The discovery of 'the Boy King's' tomb in 1922 by English archeologist Howard Carter, was an international sensation that has continued unabated to this day. Carter had managed to find essentially a completely intact royal tomb from ancient Egypt's
golden age, made even more astonishing by virtue of Tut being a rather lowly Pharaoh by Egyptian standards who served very briefly as ruler and whose sudden butmysterious death meant his burial and tomb were rather hastily carried out. Heaven only knows that of the dozens of other more prestigious though looted tombs found in the famous
Valley of the Kings, what countless spectacular works may have been lost to raiders and thieves over the centuries. Of the thousands of incredible artifacts Carter extracted from the cramped tomb, the one that would become most synonymous with Tut is his stunning death mask. Believed to have been created soon after his death in 1325 BC, it's
made of the purest solid gold inlaid with semi-precious stones, lapis lazuli and colored glass, weighs 24 pounds and is quite literally awe inspiring. The skill required to accomplish a work of art of this complexity and astonishing beauty with this precision is almost impossible to imagine. As with Queen Nefertiti's bust, the dollar value of this fantastic
work of art is nothing compared to what it has meant to the history of Egypt, its importance to the science of archeological research and its symbolic resonance with modern Egyptians who have every right to be immensely proud of these truly priceless treasures. Via ancient.eu The largest and best preserved building from the ancient Roman empire,
the Pantheon is an enormous and highly impressive structure believed to have been both a temple dedicated to all the pagan Roman gods as well as the site of important occasions and ceremonies involving the Emperor. Completed around 125 AD by the Emperor Hadrian, its magnificent brick and concrete ocular (the large opening in the center of
the dome that allows sunlight into the building) dome spanning some 142 feet has made it the largest of its kind in the world for nearly two thousand years. Its exterior was once sheathed in brilliant white marble, while the interior is a breathtaking collage of beautiful statues of the numerous Roman gods, enormous marble columns, numerous
priceless paintings from the Renaissance and a stunning tiled floor that looks as though it was completed just yesterday, so vivid and modern is the design. With brick and concrete walls some 20 feet thick to support the enormous weight of the dome, its designers brilliantly used lighter and lighter concrete mixed with stone to defer the weight as the
height of the dome rose; the highest levels are made almost exclusively of a porous concrete and pumice mixture that is significantly lighter than its lower levels and was the key to making the structure the wonder of its age. It's difficult to express the profound sense of awe this building elicits from visitors who can literally step back in time and
experience life as it must have been in ancient Rome through the sheer spectacle of this magnificent remnant of one of the most important periods in the evolution of human society. For historians, the reality of the Pantheon's astonishing endurance provides the stuff of dreams; to have a building of this scale so beautifully well preserved from
antiquity, is to have a time capsule unlike any other on Earth. Via imgkid.com After purchasing a gigantic 19 foot marble block twenty-five years earlier that had been abandoned by no less than two other sculptors, in 1501 the city of Florence was eager to see its investment completed as a work of art that would befit the city's rising status as one of
the world's most powerful states. The block had been left outdoors for many years and was in far from ideal condition when a third and final attempt on the stone was made. In 1504 when Michelangelo Buonarroti unveiled his David to the expectant crowds before the Palazzo Vecchio or Town Hall in Florence, it must have been like watching the moon
landing of Apollo 11. That's because gazing on this statue for the first time is a life altering experience. Its impressive scale (17 feet not including it's large pedestal and weighing 16 tons), its exceptional realism, its uniquely elegant and proud posture and above all its wondrous, transcendental beauty, make this statue unforgettable and it has long
been hailed as the epitome of the male physique. This marked a major departure from the traditional depictions of the Biblical David who was always portrayed as a boy engaging the giant Goliath, while Michelangelo chose to present him as a young man in the prime of vitality and health, resplendent in his power, serene in his conviction and anxious
to fulfill his destiny. In short, exactly the kind of work the Florentians desired to represent their growing wealth and power. The statue is the crowning achievement of Michelangelo's unsurpassed skill and entrenched his reputation as a master sculptor above even the best Greek or Roman rivals from antiquity. It was the ideal symbol of the city's
rising status as a global player. Michelangelo's David is quite literally perfect, despite certain discrepancies such as the right hand being larger than the left, though these aesthetics only aid in its overall perspective effect. The marble appears to glow from its exquisitely flawless surface, the carving achieved with such astonishing realism that include
life-like wrinkles and veins that seem to throb while the minute details of his incredible face and hair are sublime. The city soon realized that the roof of the cathedral was not an appropriate setting for such a masterpiece, and it instead stayed in the Palazzo until 1873 when it was moved to the city's Galleria dell'Accademia where it remains to this
day. A copy now resides in the Palazzo in its place. What Michelangelo gave to the city of Florence and the world with this treasure cannot be measured in something as crass and insubstantial as money, as it will forever remain a testament to the creative mastery of a genius and the enduring power of art to amaze and inspire us. Via
algomamariner.blogspot.com In 1880 French sculptor Auguste Rodin was already the most famous and celebrated of his day when he embarked upon a grand commission from the French Government that would eventually see him create several of his most famous works, including his enigmatic Le Penseur; 'The Thinker.' He envisioned an enormous
bronze work entitled The Gates of Hell which would house dozens of miniature human figures depicting his vision of Dante Aligheri himself, as represented by the Thinker (though originally dubbed by Rodin as 'The Poet'), musing over imagery symbolizing elements that would become the themes and characters of his epic poem, The Divine Comedy.
Though he hoped to display the work at the 1889 World Exposition, and after having completed hundreds of figures, Rodin was still unsatisfied with the composition, and the Gates remained unfinished. During his lifetime, he only ever exhibited a plaster version, which curiously doesn't include what is now arguably the single most recognized statue
in the world. A later bronze casting of The Gates some 20 feet high complete with the famous Thinker was made after well after Rodin's death in 1930, and is now on display at the Musee Rodin in Paris. Fortunately Rodin was interested in making a few bronze casts of some of the individual figures in the Gates of Hell that included The Three Shades,
The Kiss and of course, The Thinker. A version of it in its original size of just under 2.5 feet tall was exhibited in 1888, and it was an immediate sensation. There is something simply mesmerizing about this work that is deeply moving, even in such a miniature form. It seems to encapsulate a universally recognized expression of our humanity more
simply and profoundly than virtually any other sculpture in history. Another cast Rodin made in 1906, one of just three he authorized during his lifetime, sold at Sotheby's in New York for a record $15.3 million in 2013. A larger, nearly 6 foot bronze cast supervised by Rodin in 1904 now resides at his Paris museum, and it's this version that has come
to be the most familiar to people around the world. Though it has long since lost its association with The Divine Comedy, it's difficult to overstate just how pervasive this iconic work has become in the human psyche. With a simplicity and directness that belies Rodin's understanding of human psychology, The Thinker is a work of art that grows more
inspirationalwith time, and will remain an invaluable treasure and the apex of a master's career, no matter how many t-shirts it appears on, and likely partly because of them. Via en.wikipedia.org When French Naturalist Henri Mouhout wrote in 1863 about his 'discovery' of a gigantic temple structure rising out of the South-East Asian jungle, it
ignited a firestorm of interest in the so called 'lost city.' What he described was nothing short of an architectural and engineering marvel. At nearly 250 square miles, this vast site at the ancient city of Angkor just outside the modern day city of Siem Riep in Cambodia, is an enormous complex of reservoirs, temples, canals, monuments, carvings and
statues dedicated to the Khmer dynasty which built it and who ruled the region for over 700 years. At over twice the size of Manhattan Island, it is the largest temple structure on Earth. It may once have housed a population of up to a million people, making Angkor the largest city in the world until the 19th century. The crown jewel of the massive
project is the magnificent temple know as Angkor Wat. Begun in the early part of the 12th century (approximately A.D. 1113 to 1150) by King Suryavarman II, it is estimated to have taken a workforce of tens of thousands 30 years to complete. Enormous blocks of sandstone quarried up to 30 miles away were floated on barges down the Siem Riep
river to the canals leading to the work site. Although originally dedicated as a temple to the Hindu God Vishnu, it was later converted into a Buddhist shrine in the 14th century. Protected by a 650 foot wide moat that encircles the site at a radius of over 3 miles, the temple itself is a marvel of symmetry and balance. Its central tower rises an incredible
699 feet, is surrounded by four smaller towers all of which are resting on three enormous pediments that grow smaller as they rise above the landscape. The vastness of the complex is meant to represent the universe, with the temple itself placed symbolically at the center. The entire site is decorated with magnificent statues, superb carvings and
exquisite paintings that number into the thousands, many of which display a decidedly robust appreciation of the sensual as well as spiritual aspects of the Khmer civilization. Any monetary assessment of something on this scale that includes an almost unlimited display of artistic treasures, the height of which is the temple structure itself, would take
decades. Fortunately, the harmony and celestial order this site exudes is unmistakable; it really does seem like a representation of heaven on Earth. Angkor Wat was the spiritual home of the Khmer empire from the 9th to the 15th century, but its impact on the identity of the Cambodian people has extended far beyond that. Via
commons.wikimedia.org Machu Picchu is literally a fabled city in the clouds. Situated over 7,000 feet atop an Andean plateau above Peru's Urubamba River valley near the modern city of Cuzco, its very existence seems to defy belief. A testament to the spectacular architectural and engineering skill of the Inca Empire, Machu Picchu is thought to have
been constructed at the height of their rule sometime in the 15th century. It's a simply astonishing collection of thousands of steps, over 700 massive stone terraces, roads, ramps, palaces, temples and a sophisticated water collection and irrigation system built directly into and on top of the mountain itself. The city is divided into three areas; the
upper levels were reserved for religious structures, the middle region consisted of the majority of the impressive terraces designed for agriculture while the lowest levels housed the living quarters. It's estimated that at its peak around 1550, Machu Picchu may have contained up to 1,200 residents. There's still some debate as to the exact nature of
the site, why it was constructed and for what purpose, but it's known that it was completely abandoned around the turn of the 16th century after the arrival of Spanish Conquistadores, though the city apparently remained utterly unknown to them. In 1911, Yale Professor Hiram Bingham fulfilled a lifelong dream by accompanying a local guide who led
him to 'Vilcabamba;' the lost city of the Incas. He was likely the first person outside of the region to ever lay eyes on it, though this too is in dispute, as there were references to the site previously made by other Europeans, though none had ever examined the city with archeological intent. Bingham found stone walls with individual blocks weighing
more than 50 tons carved and fitted so precisely he could not pass a knife blade between them. This was all the more remarkable because the Inca had no iron tools, they created the city by quarrying the stone directly from the mountain itself using only stone chisels. Using no mortar, the huge blocks that make up the city align with such fantastic
precision that is incomprehensible; even today archeologists are not entirely certain as to how this incredible city was constructed. As in many Incan cities, the center of life in Machu Picchu appears to have been focused around what's known as the Intihuatana stone; 'The Hitching Point of the Sun' was carefully positioned to point directly at the Sun
during the Summer and Winter Equinoxes, guiding it as it moved across the sky and to symbolically represent the divine power of the King who could harness the Sun and lash it to the stone. The Spanish destroyed these pagan monuments across South America, and the fact that it remains in Machu Picchu lends further evidence the site was unknown
to them. Although the city never yielded the kinds of glittering treasures found in other Inca sites, the city itself is one of the wonders of history and will forever bear witness to the incomparable creative talents of a glorious empire. Via en.wikipedia.org Like many historical treasures, the fate of the fabled Amber Room remains an unsolved mystery.
Commissioned by the King of Prussia, Frederich I, for his home at Charlottenberg Palace, its construction began in Berlin in 1701. Designed by Andreas Schluter and created by Gottfried Wolfram along with scores of other craftsmen it was a triumph of Baroque artistry. Composed entirely of amber (petrified, ancient tree resin), precious stones and
gold, the glittering work eventually covered an area of nearly 180 square feet made of dozens of intricately formed panels and was said to glow with a mystical, almost ethereal shimmering effect that enthralled visitors. In 1716, the Amber Room was gifted to Peter the Great by the then King of Prussia, Frederich-Wilhelm I, and it was dismantled and
shipped to Russia where it was installed in the Winter House in St. Petersburg. In 1755, Peter's second oldest daughter Czarina Elizabeth had the Amber Room moved to the Catherine Palace in Pushkin, where famed Italian designer Bartolomeo Francesco Rastrelli reshaped and enhanced the dimensions to fit the larger scale of its new home. After
the German invasion of Russia in 1941, a systematic looting of Russian antiquities and treasures began in earnest, culminating in the theft of the Amber Room by German soldiers in 1942. The Amber Room re-emerged in Konigsberg Castle in Germany where it was last seen in 1945 during the height of the Allied air blitz, when it was once again
dismantled, packed into shipping crates, and has never been seen again. In 2003, a 20 year project to reproduce the Amber Room in the Catherine Palace to celebrate the 300th anniversary of its presentation to Peter the Great was completed. Though exacting as possible in every detail from what little photographic evidence of the Amber Room
exists, the replica gives only a hint as to the magnificence of the original, which remains one of the most tantalizing mysteries in the history of art. Via vermeer0708.wordpress.com When two men dressed as police entered the Isabella Stewart Gardner museum in Boston on the evening of March 18, 1990, no one could have suspected that they would
successfully pull off the single greatest art theft in modern history. After duct taping the two security guards to pipes in the basement, the two made off with three works by Rembrandt (Storm on the Sea of Galilee, A Lady and Gentleman in Black and Self Portrait), five sketches by Edgar Degas, Govaert Flinck's Landscape with an Obelisk, and most
famously, The Concert by Johannes Vermeer. In the art world, Vermeer is like the James Dean of painting, in that he was a rebel, an innovator, a rogue and a genius. He died young at just 43 and he left behind a stunning though very limited legacy of work. Despite the mastery and talent which Vermeer held in spades, he produced a very small
number of pictures, with only 32 confirmed paintings of his known to exist. Vermeer is celebrated for his revolutionary use of light that seems to imbue his work with an inner radiance that is unmistakeable. The Concert (1658-1660) is perhaps his best example of this; it's a portrait of a young woman playing a lavishly decorated harpsichord under the
watchful eye of a male figure, likely her music tutor, with his back to the viewer and what appears to be her governess standing adjacent to him. They are sitting in a well furnished room with a single open window through which sunlight floods in, illuminating all the incredible details Vermeer doted on. This may seem like rather dull subject matter to
be so highly regarded, but the fact is this painting was a real game changer in its day, not only for the unique symbolism which Vermeer employed throughout his work (and whose precise meanings historians are still debating), but because there is something intangibly compelling about how he creates the illusion of realistic sunlight, shadows,
emotions and moods with his impeccable brush work. At the time of the robbery, it was estimated that the combined value of the stolen works was over $500 million. It's difficult to even know how much that would mean today, but with only 32 Vermeer paintings in existence, the loss of even one is undoubtedly devastating. While the case has never
been closed and police have several times indicated that they may have a promising lead, none of the works, including The Concert have ever been seen again. Imagine having only 32 known copies of Sgt. Pepper and then two punks come along and hoist one; how could anyone put a price tag on that? The sad reality is that after nearly 25 years, the
trail of the robbery is growing colder every day and the likelihood is that this rare and beautiful object may never again be available for people to admire and marvel at, which is truly tragic. Via placesunderthesun.com The Louvre was originally constructed by King Phillipe-Auguste II as a fortress in the west of Paris on the banks of the Seine. Begun
in 1190 and completed in 1202, it was a formidable achievement. Successively re-enforced and expanded by his heirs, it was eventually transformed into a royal palace by Charles V beginning in 1364. By 1530, the last vestiges of the old fort were demolished and the Louvre became the official residence of the French monarchy. The building reached
the height of its lavish splendor under the careful direction of none other than 'The Sun King' himself, Louis XIV, though this was short-lived. With just three years of work on the structure, he abandoned it in 1664 after moving permanently into his lush palace at Versailles. By 1692, the Louvre was occupied by a number of prestigious Academie
Royales which oversaw the care and archiving of the vast collections of Royal art treasures amassed by Louis and his family. The museum continued to grow until the French Revolution (1787-1799), which overthrew the French monarchy and its hold on the Louvre's contents, forever. In 1793, the Louvre was officially opened to the public as a national
museum. Today it is the world's largest and is one of the most visited sites anywhere on Earth. Millions flock annually to see its unique collections of some of the most celebrated works of art ever created, such as the famed Venus de Milo, Whistler's Mother and The Mona Lisa. The building is enormous, holding no less than some 35 to 40,000 of the
millions of precious objects it owns on display at any given time. The task of attempting to appraise the Louvre's collections into monetary terms, would be torturous. Suffice to say that only one other iconic structure comes anywhere close to matching the incredible fortune in art and history it contains. Via thomaspeck.wordpress.com The Hermitage
began its storied history as the royal Winter Palace commissioned by Empress Elizabeth Petrovna (the daughter of Peter the Great) in 1754, and was completed in 1762 in time for the coronation of Catherine II, (who history would come to know as Catherine the Great) who dethroned Elizabeth's nephew Peter III to seize power. She greatly enhanced
the palace's collections of art treasures during her reign, which saw the palace become one of the largest private museums in the world. This required the construction of additional salons and galleries to display the works, a series of additions which came to be known as The Hermitage. Sadly, some of it was destroyed in a great fire in 1837 which
raged for three days, though fortunately most of its priceless items were saved. Czar Nicholas I vowed to rebuild the structure within a year, but the work wasn't completed until 1839. By this time the palace had been growing in size and status for some time, adding fabulous paintings, sculptures, literature, tapestries and other historic and artistic
objects to its already impressive collections. It wasn't until the Russian Revolution however, that the Winter Palace/Hermitage ceased to be a residence for the Romanov dynasty, and became a symbol of the new, Marxist society envisioned by Lenin. In 1917 both the Winter Palace and the Hermitage were declared national museums open to the
people. Though it may be less well known than the Louvre, at over three million objects, the Hermitage nevertheless contains one of the largest and most spectacular collections of art treasures ever assembled. Estimates of the value of such a unique horde would be staggering, if anyone ever had the tenacity to take on such a project. Covering
everything from pre-history to modern abstraction, it is in and of itself a priceless work of art. More than that however, it is a symbol not only of a long lost era in Russian history, but of the enduring spirit of the Russian people for whom artistic expression and appreciation runs deep. Via commons.wikimedia.org The last remaining member of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the great pyramid at Giza in Egypt is to this day the largest single building ever constructed. Despite centuries of study, we are still not certain how this near miraculous structure was created. With its four sides perfectly aligned with the cardinal points of the compass, it's 756 feet wide on each side (with no
more than 8 inches difference between them), and at 480 feet (originally; it has since been reduced to 450 feet), it remained the tallest building on Earth until the mid-19th century, earning it the nickname 'The Great Pyramid.' Begun around 2,560 BC, it is the burial monument for the Pharaoh Khufu, a.k.a. Cheops, and it is one of the most
unparalleled triumphs of engineering ever undertaken by human beings. Over two thousand years after it was built, the Greek historian Herodotus wrote that the pyramid took an enslaved workforce of over 100,000 more than twenty years to complete (though this account has been disputed), and considering the scale of the structure, it's not hard to
see why. Khufu's pyramid is composed of 2.3 million solid coarse yellow limestone blocks that weigh between 2.5 and 15 tons each. Originally they would have been covered in a gleaming white limestone sheathing, making the building a gigantic beacon in the blazing Egyptian sun. So well carved and placed are they that there is not a trace of mortar
in the entire structure; it has been held aloft for centuries by the beauty and perfection of its design. Some of these enormous stones were quarried as far as Aswan, hundreds of miles away, and were floated along the annual Nile floods on barges to Giza. The interior of the pyramid contains several perfectly carved, angled narrow shafts that lead
from the King and Queen's chambers to the sky and are believed to have been employed to help guide the spirits of Khufu and his wife to the heavens on their journey through the afterlife. Some of these shafts appear to have been blocked by the builders using large stones with copper handles attached, possibly as a deterrent to tomb robbers. The
interior is a marvel of narrow passageways, several decoy rooms and tunnels to thwart thieves (some of which extend deep under the base of the pyramid itself) culminating in what's known as 'the Grand Gallery,' which has both an ascending and a descending passage. The ascending passage is an incredible incline of 26 degrees that rises 153 feet
long but is less than 7 feet wide. This incredible feat of engineering sits under a corbel vaulted roof 29 feet high and the entire area is made of immense blocks of solid granite. It leads to the stunning King's Chamber, while the descending passage leads to what's been called 'The Queen's Chamber,' though it's unlikely her body was actually interred
there. The King's Chamber is a room 34 feet long, 17 feet wide and 19 feet high made of enormous granite blocks built near the top of the pyramid that still contains the giant granite sarcophagus meant for Khufu; sadly it's the only object ever discovered in the tomb, as tomb robbers probably made off with its treasures not long after it was built.
Despite not yielding glittering artifacts, there is no denying that the architectural, engineering and construction mastery that created the Great Pyramid will remain the single greatest example of the incredibly sophisticated and artistically gifted skill of the ancient Egyptian civilization. Via en.wikipedia.org Along with the pyramids of Giza, the Great
Wall of China is the only other feat of human construction that can be visible from Earth orbit in space, and it's far and away the largest engineering project ever undertaken by human beings. Begun around 220 BC by China's first Emperor, Qin Shi Huang, it stretches unbroken a phenomenal 5,500 miles across the north of the country. It meanders its
way like a gigantic serpent, snaking through the Northern Mountains just north west of Beijing to create a massive stone barrier. Fortified guard posts and watch towers dot its entire length at regular intervals, and though it's surface is rather unadorned and austere, there is a certain magical effect it has simply by winding its way through the nation
like a vast dragon's tail. Starting with the connection of four older walls in the region, it was strengthened and extended by successive rulers not only as a fortification against barbarian invaders, but also as a tangible symbol of their vast wealth, status and power. Made of hundreds of millions of blocks of stone with phenomenally skilled masonry, it
has become synonymous with the independence, determination, fortitude and incredible ingenuity of the Chinese people. It's estimated that at any given time in its 15 century existence, hundreds of thousands, possibly millions of people from every walk of life were commandeered to construct the wall. It's difficult to describe the logistics required to
complete such a huge task, but suffice to say that the immensity of the project was only made possible by the availability of a staggering volume of workers. The Great Wall was not just a defensive endeavor, it was a cultural one. The Wall itself quickly became a source of considerable pride for the Chinese, especially their Emperors, for whom the wall
represented a tangible, physical expression of their power and prestige which helped define their empire. Nothing like it had ever been achieved before, and it would take until the 20th century for technology to advance far enough for something similarly enormous as the construction of the Panama canal to even be considered, much less attempted.
For over 1500 years, the Great Wall of China has withstood countless invasions, domestic turmoil, revolutions, wars and plagues and remains an astonishing example of the boundless creativity of the human spirit. Nothing like this monumental effort has ever been attempted before or since, which means the Great Wall of China will forever be a
testament to the ambitions and prescience of one of the most enterprising civilizations to have ever graced the face of the Earth. How can something this epic ever be measured in something as trivial as Dollars or Yen? It can't; but it can honestly be said that the Great Wall of China is truly one of the Earth's most valuable accomplishments. Via
en.wikipedia.org Now, we reach the finale of our list, and it's a doozy folks. The construction of the 'Crown Palace' in the Indian city of Agra is one of the most celebrated and romantic symbols of the power of human emotion ever built, and it is simply sublime. The Taj Mahal may be the most famous of the buildings in Agra, but it is merely the
spectacular mausoleum for a larger complex comprising many other structures on the 42acre site. However, it certainly remains one of the most recognizable buildings on Earth by virtue of its unsurpassed beauty. Throughout human history, lovers have devoted themselves to affirming their affections by creating monuments to the joys of their
relationships, and the majesty of the Taj Mahal is the single greatest expression of this sentiment ever achieved by any civilization. In 1631, the Fifth Moghul Emperor Shah Jahan began work on a series of monuments he envisioned as a shrine to his third and favorite wife, affectionately called Mumtaz Mahal, meaning 'Beloved ornament of the
palace.' Her death in 1631 during the birth of their 13th child was a loss which Shah Jahan was never able to completely overcome. Their 19 year marriage was celebrated for their unabashed love for one another, and with her death, he became obsessed with erecting a lasting testament to his adoration of her; a home for his Queen in Paradise. No
one is certain as to who actually designed the Taj Mahal, but its basic form is reminiscent of many Muslim mosques and tombs of the era. It's believed that a workforce of twenty thousand were recruited from all across Northern India for its construction. Completed around 1650, it immediately became one of the most famous buildings in history.
Rising above a large, beautifully symmetrical formal garden with an enormous reflecting pool directly opposite the structure, it sits on a pediment of red sandstone guarded by four elegantly slender minarets 137 feet tall which surround the wondrous main dome flanked by two smaller versions. The dome's interior measures 81 feet tall by 58 feet in
circumference, but is covered by an exterior domed shell that rises to nearly 200 feet. Made of red sandstone layered over with gleaming white marble, the exterior contains intricate carvings and magnificent inlays of jade, jasper and yellow marble that make the Taj Mahal a completely unique treasure whose color actually changes during the day and
with the seasons. The interior is a breathtaking array of exquisite paintings, gorgeously tiled ceilings and floors, superb carvings and sumptuous inlays of precious and semi-precious stones in the thousands; agate, coral, garnet, lapus-lazuli, onyx, turquoise and jade. The centerpiece is the incredible Queen's sarcophagus (Shah Jahan's rather ungainly
tomb by its side was added later, and seems somewhat out of place within the perfectly balanced design of the structure, though both are wonderfully decorated with beautiful inlaid stones). While admiring the splendor of its symmetry, its polished marble surface, its glorious interior and its unforgettable impression, attempting to estimate the value
of this spectacular treasure would be utterly vulgar and crass. As anyone on the planet can tell you, this is not its true value, because it is not merely a mausoleum or a shrine, it is one man's homage to his heart's eternal commitment. No literature, poetry, play or any other human endeavor has quite matched the intense emotional impact setting eyes
on the Taj Mahal creates. It is quite simply amazing in every sense of the word; few buildings have ever represented such a pure and harmonious expression of love that has been universally admired since its creation and it will remain a symbol of the incomperable depths of the human heart. A huge number of priceless treasures have disappeared
from the historical record throughout the ages. These artifacts often go missing due to theft or under mysterious circumstances during times of war or disaster, when they can't be protected or when military forces decide to take those treasures as a trophy. Sometimes treasures are recovered, but many are still missing.Here are some lost treasures
that have never been found. A few of these artifacts are now likely destroyed but some may still exist and one day be recovered.Stolen Aztec treasureA painting of Hernando Cortez with Aztec Emperor Montezuma II. (Image credit: Photos.com via Getty Images)The Aztec Empire in Mexico was thriving in the early 16th century, but its ruler,
Montezuma, met his downfall when Hernn Cortes and his fellow Spanish conquistadors arrived in 1519. They made Montezuma their puppet ruler, and he died in 1520 in unclear circumstances. In the face of an Aztec rebellion, Cortes and his forces tried to sneak away from the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan in the cover of night on June 30, 1520 with a
huge haul of Aztec gold. But one of their vessels sank in a now dried-up canal that fed into Lake Texcoco, resulting in the death of many Spanish and the loss of some of the gold.You may like That night became known as "La Noche Triste," or the "Night of Sadness," to the Spanish. The Spanish returned a few months later to retrieve the lost gold, but
they recovered only a portion of it. Some of that gold was found recently when a construction worker unearthed a centuries-old gold bar in Mexico City which stands where the Aztec capital and its surrounding waters once lay but much of the gold is still missing.The interior of the Amber Room glistens in St. Petersburg, Russia. (Image credit:
Vladimir Zapletin/ Alamy)The Amber Room was constructed in the Catherine Palace in the 18th century in Tsarskoe Selo, near St. Petersburg. The room contained gold-gilded mosaics, mirrors and carvings, along with panels constructed out of about 1,000 pounds (450 kilograms) of amber. Tsarskoe Selo was captured by Germany in 1941 during
World War II, and the room's panels and artwork were disassembled and taken to Germany.They haven't been seen since, and it's possible they are now destroyed. Today, the Catherine Palace hosts a re-creation of the Amber Room.Sarcophagus of MenkaureThis antique illustration shows the sarcophagus of Menkaure, on the Giza Plateau in Egypt.
(Image credit: ilbusca/Getty Images)The pyramid of Egyptian pharaoh Menkaure is the smallest of the three pyramids constructed atGiza around 4,500 years ago. In the 1830s, English military officer Howard Vyse explored the Giza pyramids, at times using destructive techniques (hisuse of explosives being the most notorious) to make his way
through the structures.Vyse made a number of discoveries at Giza, including an ornate sarcophagus found in Menkaure's pyramid. Vyse tried to ship the sarcophagus to England in 1838 aboard the merchant ship Beatrice, but the ship sank during its journey and took the ornate sarcophagus down with it. If the Beatrice is ever found, it may be
possible to retrieve the ancient sarcophagus.Ark of the CovenantAn engraved vintage illustration image of the Ark of the Covenant of the Old Testament Bible from a Victorian book dated 1883 that is no longer in copyright. (Image credit: Universal History Archive / Contributor via Getty Images)According to the Hebrew Bible, the Ark of the Covenant
was a chest that held tablets engraved with the10 Commandments. The chest was kept in a temple in Jerusalem in ancient Israel that was said to have been built by King Solomon. This temple, sometimes called the First Temple, was the most sacred site on Earth for theJewish people, but it was destroyed in 587 B.C. when an army from ancient
Babylon, ledby King Nebuchadnezzar II,conquered Jerusalem and sacked the city. It's unclear what happened to theArk of the Covenant,and its location has long been a source of speculation.Honjo Masamune swordThis old portrait depicts the swordsmith Masamune. (Image credit: The Picture Art Collection/ Alamy)The Honjo Masamune is a sword
that was supposedly created by Gor Nyd Masamune, who lived from 1264 to 1343 and is considered by many to be the greatest sword maker in Japanese history. The sword is named after one of its owners, Honjo Shigenaga, who took it as a prize after a 16th-century battle. The sword later came into the possession of Tokugawa Ieyasu, who became
the first shogun of Japan after winning a series of wars in the 16th century.The sword passed down through the Tokugawa family until the end of World War II, when the sword was turned over to American authorities during the American occupation of Japan, as they were concerned that the sword, and others like it, could be used against the
Americans. But the sword never reappeared. It's possible that U.S. soldiers destroyed the sword, along with other captured Japanese weapons; or they may have brought the sword to America, meaning it could be recovered.Lost Library of the Moscow TsarsThe Library of the Moscow Tsars supposedly contained a vast collection of ancient Greek texts,
as well as texts written in a variety of other languages. The rulers of the Grand Duchy of Moscow supposedly built the library by 1518, and in the 16th century prince Andrey Kurbsky wrote of a meeting between the philosopher Maximus (14751556) and the grand prince of Moscow Vasili III (1479-1533) in which the grand prince showed Maximus a
massive number of Greek books wrote, David Arans, a scholar, in an article published in 1983 in the Journal of Library History.There are claims that Ivan IV, better known as Ivan the Terrible, who lived from 1530 to 1584, somehow hid the library's texts. There have been many attempts over the centuries to find this "hidden library," but so far the
searchers have come up empty-handed. Regardless of whether or not this hidden library existed, a number of ancient texts written in Greek and other languages are located in archives in Moscow and St. Petersburg, historian Patricia Kennedy Grimsted wrote in her book "Archives in Russia: A Directory and Bibliographic Guide to Holdings in Moscow
and St. Petersburg" (Routledge, 1997).Crown jewels of IrelandA pamphlet from the police showing the Irish Crown Jewels that were stolen from a safe in the Dublin Castle. (Image credit: History and Art Collection/ Alamy)Stolen in 1907 from Dublin Castle, the "crown jewels of Ireland" were "not connected with any coronation ceremony and included
no crown. Rather, they comprised a jewelled star of the Order of St. Patrick and a diamond brooch and five gold collars of that order, all Crown property," Toms O'Riordan, a historian and project manager at University College Cork, wrote in an article published in 2001 in History Ireland magazine. "[The] Order of St. Patrick was founded in 1783, to
reward those in high office in Ireland and Irish peers referred to as Knights' companions on whose support the government of the day depended," O'Riordan wrote.Britain controlled Ireland at the time these "crown jewels" were created in 1783. The jewelry was made from 394 stones taken from Queen Charlotte's jewelry and an Order of the Bath
badge. Queen Charlotte was the wife of King George III. The jewels also held rupees from a Mughal emperor and possibly precious stones provided by a sultan of Turkey, O'Riordan said.The jewels were kept in a library, and lax security was blamed for making the robbery possible. Who stole the jewels and what happened to them remain a mystery. A
wide range of people have been suspected of pulling off the heist, including Francis Shackleton, brother of the famous explorer Ernest Shackleton, although nothing was ever proved.Sappho's lost poemsThis mosaic fragment depicts the poetess Sappho. (Image credit: DEA / G. DAGLI ORTI/De Agostini via Getty Images)The Greek lyric poet Sappho,
who lived in the seventh century B.C., was the Shakespeare of her day. She was highly regarded by the ancient Greeks, who considered her to be one of the finest poets. Unfortunately for us, few of her poems still survive. In 2014, however, sections of two never-before-seen poems by Sappho were revealed by University of Oxford papyrologist Dirk
Obbink. One poem talks about her brothers, while the other tells of unrequited love.Their provenance is unclear. In 2021 Brill retracted an article written by Obbink that detailed its provenance and right now it is uncertain where exactly they come from.Dead bishop's treasure(Image credit: Myriam Thyes/Wikipedia under CC BY-SA 3.0)In 1357, a ship
called the So Vicente set sail from Lisbon in Portugal to Avignon in France, carrying treasures acquired by Thibaud de Castillon, the bishop of Lisbon who had recently died. The treasures included gold, silver, rings, tapestries, jewels, fine plates and even portable altars. While sailing near the town of Cartagena, in modern-day Spain, the So Vicente
was attacked by two heavily armed pirate vessels, whose crew seized the treasure.One pirate ship, commanded by a man named Antonio Botafoc (which in the languages used at the time in Iberia means "fire blast" or "fire fart") was later captured after it ran aground. However, the other pirate ship, commanded by Martin Yanes, appears to have
made a clean getaway. What happened to Yanes, his pirate crew and the stolen treasure is unknown.The Just JudgesThe Just Judges is a panel that is part of the Ghent Altarpiece, which is also known as The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb. (Image credit: PHAS/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)The "Just Judges" panel is part of the Ghent
Altarpiece, a 15th-century work of art painted by Hubert and Jan van Eyck in Saint Bavo's Cathedral in Ghent, Belgium. The panel shows a number of characters, whose identities are uncertain, on horseback. Philip the Good, who was duke of Burgundy at the time the altarpiece was created, is likely one of the characters.The panel was stolen in 1934
and has never been found. However, despite the passage of time, new tips continue to come in, and the case file which is now more than 2,000 pages long is still active, Noah Charney, an art historian, wrote in an article published in The Guardian in 2013. There had been numerous other attempts to steal the Just Judges panel and other parts of the
Ghent Altarpiece prior to the 1934 theft.Florentine diamondHere, a glass replica of the yellow Florentine Diamond, a lost diamond of Indian origin. (Image credit: Universal History Archive/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)The yellow 137-carat Florentine Diamond was likely from India that may have made its way to Europe by the end of the
15th century. How and when it got to Europe is a matter of debate. One story is that Charles the Bold who was the Duke of Burgundy from 1467-1477, had it cut from a larger diamond and was so enamored with the Florentine Diamond that he even carried it with him into battle and was supposedly killed with it on him.After World War I the last
emperor of Austria-Hungary, Charles I, fled with it to Switzerland where he put it in a bank vault and entrusted it to an Austrian lawyer named Bruno Steiner, who was supposed to help the deposed royal family sell it and other royal jewels, wrote historian Gordon Brook-Shepherd in the book "Uncrowned Emperor: The Life and Times of Otto Von
Habsburg" (Bloomsbury, 2007). It's unclear what happened next. A news report published in 1924 indicated that Steiner was arrested, charged with fraud and acquitted. It's possible that the Florentine Diamond was recut and is now a series of smaller diamonds.Lost da Vinci muralThe Battle of Anghiari by Leonardo da Vinci, 1500. (Image credit:
Picturenow/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)In 1505, Leonardo da Vinci painted a mural depicting the 1440 victory of the Italian League (led by Florence) over Milan in the Battle of Anghiari. The mural, created in the Palazzo Vecchio (the town hall in Florence), disappeared in 1563, when the hall was remodeled by painter and architect
Giorgio Vasari.In 2012, a team of art experts announced they had discovered evidence that the mural was not destroyed and that Vasari had simply painted his own mural over da Vinci's work. The team had been doing scientific tests on the mural for years and had published a few of their studies including a radar study published in the journal NDT &
E International in 2005.However, the team's results were never confirmed, and the research was put on indefinite hold later that year. In 2020, a different team of researchers contended that da Vinci had never painted the mural to begin with, although this claim is also disputed. Ultimately, what became of the mural and whether it even existed is a
subject of debate.Menorah from the Second TempleThe Roman Forum, which is a relief from the Arch of Titus showing the triumphal procession after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. (Image credit: Werner Forman/Universal Images Group/Getty Images)Between roughly A.D. 66 and 74, Jewish rebels fought against the Roman army in an



attempt to free Israel from the Roman Empire's control. In A.D. 70, the rebels suffered a critical blow as Jerusalem was captured by a Roman force led by Titus, a general who would later become a Roman emperor. The Second Temple, at that time the most important religious site for Jewish people, was destroyed, and the Roman army carried its
treasures back to ancient Rome. Those treasures included the temple's menorah a lamp stand with six branches.The Arch of Titus, located close to the Colosseum in Rome, includes a scene depicting the menorah being carried to Rome; in the scene, the menorah appears as a massive object, almost as big as the soldiers carrying it. The fate of the
menorah after it arrived in Rome is unclear.Strip 11, part of the Copper Dear Sea Scrolls. (Image credit: Osama Shukir Muhammed Amin FRCP(Glasg), CC By 4.0)Perhaps the most unusual Dead Sea Scroll discovered in the Qumran caves in the West Bank is a text engraved on a sheet of copper that discusses the location of a vast amount of hidden
treasure. This Copper Scroll, as it is called, is in a museum in Jordan. Whether the ancient writer of the scroll was describing a real or legendary treasure is a source of debate among scholars. At the time the scroll was written, around A.D. 70, the Roman army was in the process of defeating Jewish groups that were rebelling against Roman rule; the
Roman army had taken Jerusalem and destroyed the Second Temple.Some scholars have speculated that the treasures referred to in the Copper Scroll could be real treasures that were hidden before the Roman army destroyed the temple. Other scholars have argued that the amount of treasure discussed in the Copper Scroll is so vast that it must be
the stuff of legend.Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum stolen artA "Seeking Information" poster on display at the FBI press conference on the state of the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum art heist investigation, March 15, 2013. (Image credit: John Wilcox/MediaNews Group/Boston Herald via Getty Images)On March 18, 1990, two thieves dressed as
police officersbrokeinto the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, Massachusetts, and stole13 works of art valued at about $500 million. They included three works by the Dutch painter Rembrandt and five works by the French artist Edgar Degas. The thieves' identity is still unknown, and the artwork has never been recovered. It's possible that
the thieves who stole the works of art are now dead and the paintings are severely damaged or destroyed. Despite the high value of the art, it would bedifficult to sell as it is well known, and any buyer could easily determine that it was stolen and end up facing criminal charges themselves.Peking ManThe skull of Peking Man (Image credit: Alamy)In
1923, the fossils of a hominid that is sometimes calledPeking Man (a form ofHomo erectus), who lived between 200,000 and 750,000 years ago, was discovered in a cave near the village of Zhoukoudian, close to Beijing (which at that time was called Peking). The fossilsdisappeared in 1941, during the Japanese invasion of China, andhe their location
today is unknown. Some scholars have speculated that the fossils were lost at sea while being transported to the United States (in an effort to save them from the invasion); others think they may actually be located under a parking lot in China.Q sourceA mosaic of Jesus Christ (Image credit: clodio/Getty Images)Q Source, as modern-day scholars call
it, or sometimes Q, is a hypothetical first-century A.D. text that contains a number of sayings attributed to Jesus. If it existed, scholars believe that Q source was used by ancient writers to help craft the gospels of Matthew and Luke. The existence of Q Source is based partly on the fact that several passages in Matthew and Luke are identical. While the
Gospel of Mark is believed to be a source for both Matthew and Luke, some passages included in both Matthew and Luke are not in Mark. Some scholars believe that those passages are from another source, which they call "Q Source." ("Q" stands for "quelle," which means "source" in German.) The problem is that no copy of Q Source, if it really
existed, is known to survive. Some recent scholarship suggests that the Gospel of Marcion, a second-century non-canonical text, may contain parts of this Q Source.Nazi goldLake Toplitz is situated in a dense mountain forest high up in the Austrian Alps. (Image credit: 4FR/Getty Images)According to legend, near the end of the World War II, a Nazi
force led by SS officer Ernst Kaltenbrunner sank a vast amount of gold into Lake Toplitz in Austria to keep it from being captured by the invading Allied forces. Since that time, numerous searches have been undertaken, but, so far, no gold has been found.It's possible that the story is a just legend and that in reality no gold was sunk into the lake;
however, some researchers have noted that the lake has poor visibility and a vast amount of logs and debris that make attempts to locate any gold both difficult and dangerous. Some divers have been killed trying to find gold in the lake's waters.Lost Raphael paintingRaphael's "Portrait of a Young Man." (Image credit: Polish Ministry of Culture, Art
and National Heritage)The Italian painter Raphael Sanzio, often simply called "Raphael," who lived from 1483 to 1520, painted this striking "Portrait of a Young Man." The identity of the person in the painting and the exact date when Raphael made it are both unknown. The painting was owned by the Czartoryski Museum in Krakow, Poland, in
September 1939 when the German army invaded Poland. Nazi officials stole the painting from the museum and intended to put it in the planned Fhrermuseum in Linz (the Linz Art Gallery), Austria, the Monuments Men Foundation noted on its website.The Fhrermuseum was never built, and the painting was last seen in Hans Frank's chalet in
Neuhaus on lake Schliersee, Germany, in January 1945. Frank was a Nazi official who was put in charge of occupied Poland, where he oversaw numerous war crimes and the murder of Poland's Jews. After World War II, he was put on trial, sentenced to death and executed, but Raphael's painting has never been found.Royal casketThe royal casket of
Princess Izabela Czartoryska (Image credit: Department of National Heritage/Wikipeida)In 1800, Poland's Princess Izabela Czartoryska created the so-called royal casket, which was a collection of artifacts from the royal families who had ruled the country. These artifacts included jewels worn by the kings of Poland, works of art and other mementos.
Poland had ceased to exist as an independent state in 1795, having been divided up among the various other powers in the region. The royal casket would eventually fall victim to another group of invaders it was seized by Nazi Germany after it invaded Poland in September 1939. The casket's contents are now lost.Love's Labour's WonA portrait of
William Shakespeare at his desk (Image credit: Alamy)William Shakespeare is known to have written the play "Love's Labour's Won," though no copies survive today. It may be a sequel to "Love's Labour's Lost," a comedy that Shakespeare penned in the 1590s. Documents in the 1590s and 1600s indicate that "Love's Labour's Won" had been
published by 1598 and was still being sold in 1603, although no surviving copies have been found, William Carroll, an English professor at Boston University, wrote in the preface to a republished edition of "Love's Labour's Lost" (Cambridge University Press, 2009).Some scholars believe that records of "Love Labour's Won" refer to another play by
Shakespeare called "Much Ado About Nothing," which is well known and is still performed today. One Royal Shakespeare Company production even retitled a performance (which can be seen on YouTube) of "Much Ado about Nothing" to "Love Labour's Won" based on this theory.First-century gospelsRepresentation of the evangelist Saint Mark while
is absorbed in writing the Gospel; in front of him, a dove, symbol of peace. (Image credit: Antonio Quattrone / Electa / Mondadori Portfolio via Getty Images)The oldest surviving copies of the canonical Christian gospels Mark, Luke, Matthew and John date to the second century A.D. However, many scholars believe that some of these gospels were
initially written in the second half of the first century A.D. This has led to several questions do any copies survive from the first century? If so, how could we determine their date??In 2015, scholars reported that they had found a fragment of the Gospel of Mark within the remains of a mummy mask, which they believe dated to the first century.
However, after the text was published in a 2018 edition of the journal The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, it turned out that the text dated to the second or third century.Michelangelo's Mask of a FaunThe mask of a faun by Michelangelo (Image credit: Tracy Carncross/ Alamy)This marble "Mask of a Faun" a faun being a half-human, half-goat mythological
creature has been attributed to the Italian artist Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni, often simply called "Michelangelo," who lived from 1475 to 1564. The Bargello Museum in Florence, Italy, owned the mask, but it was stolen in 1944 from Castello di Poppi, a castle in Tuscany.The thieves? Soldiers from the German army's 305th division
that was attached to the German 10th Army, the Monuments Men Foundation noted on its website. The soldiers stole the mask sometime between Aug. 22 and Aug. 23, 1944, and placed it in a truck. "After a short stop in Forli, Italy, the 10th Army truck containing this work of art and others continued on Aug. 31," the foundation's website said. This
appears to have been the last time it was seen and the mask's present location is unknown.Caravaggio's NativityNativity with St. Francis and St. Lawrence, 1609, found in the Collection of San Lorenzo, Palermo. (Image credit: Fine Art Images/Heritage Images/Getty Images)The "Nativity with St. Francis and St. Lawrence" was created in 1609 by the
Italian painter Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, who lived from 1571 to 1610. It shows the birth of Christ, with the infant Jesus lying on a haystack a scene that highlights the poverty of his birth, according to scholars. The painting was stolen in 1969 when it was in a chapel in Palermo, in Sicily, Italy. The painting was never found, and it remains
unclear who stole it. It's long been suspected that members of the Sicilian mafia carried out the heist. In 2015, a replica of the painting was unveiled in the chapel where the original was stolen.Missing Romanov Easter eggsThis Faberge egg, called the Spinach jade Easter egg, is decorated with pansies of enamel and diamonds and mounted on a
pedestal of twisted gold leaves and twigs. It was presented by Czar Nicholas II to his mother, the Dowager Empress Marie, at Easter in 1899. (Image credit: Bettmann/Getty Images)Between 1885 and 1916, the jewelry company Faberg, run at the time by the Russian jeweler Peter Carl Faberg, made ornately decorated "Easter eggs" for the Russian
imperial family.These eggs "were the ultimate achievement of the renowned Russian jewelry house and must also be considered the last great commissions of objects d'art,"Faberg notes on its company website. "Ten eggs were produced from 1885 to 1893, during the reign of Emperor Alexander III; 40 more were created during the rule of his dutiful
son, Nicholas II, two each year, one for his mother, the dowager, the second for his wife," .The Russian Revolution in 1917 led to the execution of Nicholas II, the last czar of Russia, along with much of the Romanov family. In the aftermath of their deaths, some of the eggs went missing and are still unaccounted for today; rumors claim that some of
them are in private collections around the world. It's possible that some could now be in the United States documents have come to light showing that shipments of antiques and artifacts worth an estimated $164 million were shipped from the Soviet Union to the U.S. at the end of the Cold War.Jules Rimet trophyCreated by French sculptor Abel
Lafleur, the solid-gold statuette called the Jules Rimet Cup was given to the captain of the winning World Cup soccer team. (Image credit: STAFF/AFP via Getty Images)The Jules Rimet trophy was a prize that was awarded to the winning team of the soccer World Cup tournament. The trophy named for Jules Rimet, founder of the World Cup was
sculpted by Abel Lafleur and had "a depiction of the goddess of victory holding an octagonal vessel above her head, produced in gold with a base of semi-precious stones," FIFA, the international governing organization of soccer, said on its website.The trophy was first awarded in 1930 at the inaugural World Cup and passed from winner to winner
every four years; but in 1970 Brazil won the competition for the third time. According to FIFA rules, the first team to win the World Cup three times would gain permanent possession of the Jules Rimet trophy. The cup was therefore sent to Brazil and a new World Cup trophy was created.In 1983, the cup was stolen in Rio de Janeiro and hasn't been
seen since. The thieves may have melted down the cup, which was made largely of gold and weighed about 13 pounds (6.1 kilograms).This wasn't the first time the Jules Rimet trophy had been stolen. In 1966, the trophy was taken from a Methodist hall in London. The trophy was recovered a week later when it was discovered by a dog named Pickles
and its owner, David Corbett, who found it lying in a street in south London wrapped in newspaper and string, according to FIFA's website. The thief or thieves of this robbery were never found.Treasures of NimrudEngraving showing the treasures of Nimrud. (Image credit: Alamy)The ancient city of Nimrud is located in modern-day Iraq and was the
capital of the Assyrian empire during the reign of Ashurnasirpal II, who ruled from 883 to 859 B.C. He built a new palace at Nimrud along with other amenities. Recent history has not been so kind to Nimrud. The terrorist group sometimes called the Islamic State group (also known as IS, ISIS, ISIL or Daesh) captured the ancient city in June 2014
during a military offensive; it wasn't recaptured until November 2016.By then, IS had blown up part of the city and used bulldozers to destroy and dig up other portions. Looting also took place in the period after the ancient city was retaken, when little security could be provided. While many treasures at Nimrud have been destroyed, others are
damaged and can be reconstructed, and still others may be rediscovered on the black market.George Mallory's lost cameraGeorge Mallory (left) with Andrew Irvine in the last known photo of them on their fatal Everest climb in June 1924. (Image credit: Pictorial Press Ltd./Alamy)British explorers George Mallory and Andrew Irvine disappeared on
June 8, 1924, while nearing the top of Mount Everest. A storm may have doomed their final push to climb the mountain. No one subsequently succeeded in reaching the summit until 1953, when a team led by Edmund Hillary became the first to climb Mount Everest. One question that remains unanswered is whether Mallory and Irvine managed to
reach the top before they died.Mallory's body was discovered in 1999; evidence suggests he was Kkilled by a fall. Irvine's body has never been found. If Irvine's body is discovered, it's possible that the camera Mallory and Irvine took with them will also be found. If the film in the camera is still preserved then it's possible it could be developed, and the
question of whether Mallory and Irvine made it to the top of Everest before dying can finally be solved.Michelangelo's Leda and the SwanLeda and the Swan, after 1530, found in the collection of the National Gallery, London. (Image credit: Fine Art Images/Heritage Images/Getty Images)Michaelangelo's painting "Leda and the Swan" depicts a scene
from ancient mythology where the god Jupiter, taking on the appearance of a swan, seduces Leda, the queen of Sparta. According to myth, Helen of Troy was one of their offspring. Michaelangelo's original painting is now lost, and only a small number of copies made by other people survive.The copies show that Michelangelo's painting was quite
erotic, with a fully nude Leda shown, having sex with Jupiter, who is in the form of a swan. It's not known how exactly Michelangelo's painting became lost, but one possibility is that, over the past 500 years, some viewers found its erotic nature to be too much and it was destroyed at some point.The Life of General VillaGeneral Francisco "Pancho"
Villa (1878-1923) during the Mexican Revolution. (Image credit: Photo12/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)The "Life of General Villa" is a lost film that depicted the Mexican revolutionary general Francisco "Pancho" Villa ( 1878-1923), who fought a series of battles against Mexico's leaders. While the film was heavily fictionalized, it featured
footage of real-life battles fought by Villa's forces. Villa himself signed a contract with the Mutual Film Corporation (the maker of the movie) that allowed filmmakers to film him and the real-life battles fought by his troops in exchange for a share of the movie's earnings. While the film was released and shown publicly, it is now lost.Villa became an
enemy of the United States not long after the film's release, when his troops crossed into New Mexico and killed several Americans. A U.S. military expedition into Mexico in 1916 failed to hunt him down, although he was assassinated in 1923, it may have been ordered by some of Mexico's leaders.World's first feature-length film(Image credit: World
History Archive / Alamy)The "Story of the Kelly Gang," released in Australia in 1906, is regarded by many as the world's first feature-length film. Running at over an hour long, the movie depicted the story of the 19th-century outlaw Ned Kelly (1854-1880) and his gang. The film was a huge success, film historians Sally Jackson and Graham Shirley
wrote in an article on the National Film & Sound Archive of Australia's website.The film "opened in Melbourne on Boxing Day 1906 and went on to enthrall audiences across the country," Jackson and Shirley wrote. "By late 1907, the film had screened in New Zealand and England, where it was billed as 'the longest film ever made.'"The film's
depictions of a criminal gang earned it some notoriety. "Reports of crime and censorship followed screenings around the country. In May 1907, the film inspired five local children in the Victorian town of Ballarat to break into a photographic studio to steal money, after which they bailed out a group of schoolchildren at gunpoint," Jackson and Shirley
wrote. "In April, the Victorian Chief Secretary banned the film from Benalla and Wangaratta, two towns with strong Kelly connections."Unfortunately, the film was never properly preserved, and by the 1970s, only "some publicity material and a few photographs" remained, Jackson and Shirley noted. Discoveries of bits of the film, along with
restoration work, have allowed for about a quarter of the film to be revealed, but much of it remains lost. An artifact, also spelt artefact, is any object which has been crafted by a human being, distinguishing it from an object from nature. Usually, artifacts have a cultural or scientific significance, and they are often something which connects us to the
past or to our ancestors.The term valuable can often mean expensive. But when it comes to valuable artifacts it can entail historical, emotional, or even spiritual value. Something which means a great deal to a person, a whole group of people, or even our entire species. Most of these artifacts are so valuable in terms of progressing human
understanding, developing language, and helping us identify with our ancestors, that a price cannot be put upon them they are invaluable! Priceless!Today, well be taking a closer look at 10 of the most valuable artifacts in the world from north, south, east and west. Weve made a list of some of the rarest, most expensive, and most famous artifacts
found so far. Join us to discover some of the worlds greatest treasures!Most Valuable Artifacts In The World: Round-Up ListRankArtifact NameDescriptionSignificancelThe Funerary Mask Of King TutankhamunSolid gold mask with precious stones, placed over the mummified body of King TutankhamunMost famous artifact, symbol of ancient
Egyptians2The Olmec Colossal Heads17 massive head sculptures carved from basalt stoneMost important Mexican artifact3The Rosetta StoneStone inscribed with three different scripts: Ancient Greek, Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, and Ancient Egyptian demotic scriptMost valuable ancient Egyptian artifact, key to deciphering hieroglyphs4The
Terracotta ArmyThousands of life-sized terracotta sculptures depicting armies of Qin ShihuangLargest artifact5The Dead Sea ScrollsAlmost 1000 ancient religious manuscripts found in caves near the Dead SeaMost valuable religious artifact6The Bronze Statue Of Artemis And A DeerBronze statue depicting Artemis, goddess of the hunt, with a
deerMost valuable Roman artifact7The Shivaji SwordSword belonging to Chhatrapati Shivaji, a famous 17th century Indian warriorMost valuable Indian artifact8 The London HammerHammer encased in ancient limestone, potentially millions of years oldMost mysterious artifact9The Dropa StonesStone discs with spiral grooves and hieroglyphs, found
in ChinaMost puzzling artifact10The Hope Diamond45.25-carat deep blue diamond with a fascinating historyMost valuable Smithsonian artifact, most expensive artifactFind out more about these fascinating discoveries below10 Most Valuable Artifacts In The WorldHomo sapiens have been around for plenty of time for a plethora of unusual and
interesting objects to have been crafted! Signs and symbols of ancient civilisations are among the rarest and most incredible artifacts to have been found so far. Well explore just a few of them herel. The Funerary Mask Of King Tutankhamun@joselitooliveiraPerhaps one of the most iconic and valuable finds throughout history, the funerary mask of
Tutankhamun is now the symbol of the ancient Egyptians. This mask was placed over the mummified body of the king who died in 1323 B.C. The base is solid gold and set with precious stones like lapis lazuli and turquoise.It was found in 1922 by a British archaeologist called Howard Carter during the discovery of King Tutankhamuns tomb in the
Valley of the Kings. It is now kept in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo.2. The Olmec Colossal Heads@worldbitesbycalvinThe Olmec civilisation lived on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico between 400 and 1,400 B.C. So far 17 of these massive head sculptures have been found and have now been distributed between different museums in Mexico. They were
carved around 3400 years ago! Archaeologists believe they depict ancient rulers, as each has different features such as diverse headdresses or facial expressions. The stone is basalt and was sourced from the Tuxtlas mountains.The first head was discovered by a farmer who was digging his land when he came upon a massive boulder in 1862. Others
have been found in the Tuxtlas mountains, and the ancient cities San Lorenzo and La Venta. Where will the next one be found?3. The Rosetta Stone@afllaThis humble looking stone unlocked many secrets of ancient Egyptian culture. It is a religious decree, inscribed with three different scripts: Ancient Greek, Ancient Egyptian formal hieroglyphs, and
Ancient Egyptian demotic script. This enabled scholars to decipher hieroglyphs, making all ancient Egyptian artifacts readable in the modern day!The Rosetta stone was discovered by Napoleons soldiers in 1799. During a campaign in Egypt, British soldiers defeated the French soldiers and took the stone back to London where it was translated.
Although the stone has been chipped and worn down over time so that part of it is missing, the full text is known because it was inscribed as a decree on other artifacts which have been found since. It is currently on display in the British Museum in London.4. The Terracotta Army@archaeologyartQin Shihuang, the first official emperor who ruled over
a united China between 210 and 221 B.C. commissioned an unusual and colossal mausoleum comprised of an army made from terracotta. Allegedly, over 700,000 workers partook in the creation of the tomb around 2200 years ago. The site itself has been turned into a museum (Emperor Qinshihuangs Mausoleum Site Museum), and stretches over 22
square miles!Aside from the most famous figures constructed in the mausoleum the army there are statues depicting dancers and acrobats, carriages, birds, a whole city of terracotta figures! Around 2000 soldiers have been discovered but archaeologists speculate that there are perhaps 6000 more still buried beneath the ground. Incredibly, each
soldier has a unique look with slightly different hairstyles, hats or caps, tunics, even down to tiny details like differently shaped ears!The first soldier was found by some farmers who were digging deep underground to build a well in 1974. It seems like farmers are true explorers when it comes to discovering ancient archaeology!5. The Dead Sea
Scrolls@kokonut_onthegoln a cave, in the cliffs adjacent to the Dead Sea, almost 1000 scrolls were discovered rolled up in clay pots. These texts were written between 300 B.C. and A.D. 70, around 2000 years ago! Most of the scrolls were written in Hebrew, and comprise religious texts, hymns, and stories from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament of
the Christian faith.It was a Bedouin shepherd who discovered the first scrolls on a quest to find a missing goat in 1947. Since then, archaeologists have found many more scrolls in nearby caves some of which have been incredibly well-preserved. Others have broken down into fragments which experts are attempting to piece back together to uncover
their long lost secrets. Many scrolls were written on animal skins, and scientists have been working to use DNA sequencing to match up scroll fragments.Most of these scrolls now reside in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.6. The Bronze Statue Of Artemis And A Deer@nycuconnArtemis, known as Diana in ancient Rome, was worshipped as goddess of
the hunt. Some details of the original statue have been lost over time experts say there was a bow in her hand, and a dog standing to her left side opposite the deer. It is currently on display in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.The statue was made with an impressively high level of skill and craftsmanship, using a wax method to cast the
sections, a method that has now been lost. This artifact was found by construction workers in the 1920s, close to the Saint John the Lateran church in Rome. It is likely to have been displayed in the garden of a wealthy Roman close-by. The location is close to an important ancient Roman site, the speculum Dianae (mirror of Diana, a sanctuary of the
goddess Diana).7. The Shivaji SwordVip Art FairChhatrapati Shivaji was a famous warrior of the Indian Navy in the 17th century. He was an important figure in developing traditional Maratha weapons including a special type of sword now called Shivaji swords. There are many paintings and sculptures depicting Shivaji and Maratha warriors holding
these amazing swords.Allegedly, Shivaji owned three particular swords during his lifetime, the Bhawani Sword, the Tulaja Sword and the Jagadamba Sword. The latter sword was thought to have been displayed in the Royal Collection Trust of St Josephs Museum in London because it was officially presented to the Prince of Wales in 1875 A.D. from
Shivaji IV. However, there is much speculation about the actual location of this sword, and it is under investigation.Also Read:9 Most Expensive Swords In The World (One Is Worth Over $100 Million!)8. The London Hammer@mytrueancestryNo one knows exactly when this incredibly preserved hammer was made, but the rock it is encased in was
dated between 400-500 million years old! That means it was from the Ordovician Period, before Homo sapiens were even around. Scientists speculate that the hammer was abandoned a long time ago and became encased when ancient limestone minerals built up around it.The actual date when the hammer was made is unknown because it now lies in
the Creation Evidence Museum (the artifacts in this museum are not allowed to be scientifically tested) making a big, intriguing mystery! A couple in Texas discovered this artifact in 1936 after cracking open an unusual piece of rock they noticed had some wood sticking out of it. It just shows you can find real treasures in everyday life if you keep your
eyes peeled!9. The Dropa Stones@scary_stories we_tellHundreds of these incredible stone discs were found in the Baian-Kara-Ula cave in China. The amazing thing about them is that they have an uncanny resemblance to phonograph records they are 9 inches in diameter and are carved with a spiral groove. The groove turned out to be composed of
miniature hieroglyphics which were studied and translated by archaeology experts.Although it has not been confirmed, the hieroglyphs seem to tell a story about the Dropa aliens who crashed their spaceships into the nearby mountains! The discs are carved form jade and are extremely intricate. Their origin is still in question which makes them an
incredibly rare and exciting discovery.10. The Hope Diamond@leroilouisxivThe Hope Diamond is one of the most valuable artifacts in the Smithsonian Museum in terms of expense it is also one of the most visited objects on exhibition. It is a 45.25-carat diamond with a deep blue color, estimated to be worth something between $250-350 million USD!
Apparently is was donated to the Smithsonian by Harry Winston, mailed in a simple brown wrapper to the museum.It has a fascinating history and has been owned by many different, notable figures throughout its existence. Originally, it came from the Kollur mine in Golconda, India and was purchased by Jean Baptiste Tavernier, a French merchant.
He sold it to King Louis XIV of France and it was first set, with other diamonds, by King Louiss court jeweller. It was handed to (or stolen by!) many owners throughout the 1700s, 1800s and 1900s. Throughout history, people have created countless magnificent artifacts and amassed huge treasures. But as we all know, nothing lasts forever beautiful
and precious things especially are quite susceptible to decay and destruction, and are also more likely to catch the eye of robbers and looters. The following are some of the most notable of the worlds lost treasures, some of them gone forever, others simply misplaced and whose discovery would make someone instantly rich:10. Barber DimesNormally,
you wouldnt think a stash of 10-cent coins would be of much value. But what if those coins were worth a lot than their nominal value and theres literally a truckload of them?Even though millions of 1907 Barber dimes were minted, few remain which are in good condition. Theres a story about a wagon train which left Denver for Phoenix in 1907
carrying six barrels filled with these coins but the shipment never arrived. The mystery itself is interesting enough some people think the wagon train was attacked by bandits, others speculate that it fell to the bottom of Colorados Black Canyon while trying to navigate the difficult mountain trails but the value of the shipment makes it even more
appealing. Provided the coins are still in good condition, a few thousand of them could be worth millions of dollars today, especially with the added allure of their strange disappearance all those years ago.9. Florentine DiamondThe entire existence of the beautiful Florentine Diamond is shrouded in mystery. The precious stone reportedly traces its
origins back to India and is thought to have been cut by a 15th century Flemish jeweler Lodewyk van Bergen for Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, but was then acquired by Ferdinando I de Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany (hence the name).Weighing in at 137.27 carats, the diamond was bright yellow with green overtones and was cut in the shape
of an irregular nine-sided, 126-facet double rose cut. The stone ended up in the possession of the Austrian imperial family and was taken by the last Austro-Hungarian Emperor, Charles I, with him into exile in Switzerland. The Florentine Diamond was then stolen and taken to South America and its subsequent fate remains a mystery.8. Iraq National
Museum LootingWar has been responsible for the loss of priceless artifacts to the same degree as time and the elements. In recent years, one of the appalling acts was the looting of the Iraqi National Museum in Baghdad, during the 2003 invasion of the country.In ancient times, the land which is now Iraq was known as Mesopotamia and is
considered the cradle of civilization, where the Sumerian, Assyrian, and Babylonian cultures flourished. In the chaos following the occupation of Baghdad, the museum was looted, with many irreplaceable relics being pillaged or destroyed. Among these were the invaluable 5,000-year-old Warka Vase and a highly prized ivory relief called the Lion of
Nimrud. One curator called this the crime of the century, while the director of the British Museum called it the greatest such catastrophe since the Second World War.7. Flor de Mar ShipwreckThe Age of Exploration, when European ships sailed the worlds oceans for the first time, was not only a period of discovery and cultural exchanges but also a
time of extensive looting. Precious cargo from the New World was constantly being shipped back home, but the ocean was a treacherous place and many vessels never made it back home.One of these is the Portuguese carrack named Flor del la Mar. The ship was heavily involved in various battles throughout the Indian Ocean, as the Portuguese
conquered (and looted) parts of India, the Arabian Peninsula, and Indochina. Sailing, especially over long distances, wasnt exactly done in the safest conditions back then, and after a long service (by the days standards) of almost ten years, Flor de la Mar was caught in storm and eventually sunk of the coast of Malacca (present day Malaysia). The ship
reportedly had a cargo of 200 coffers filled with precious stones, perhaps the largest treasure ever lost at sea. Yet despite efforts to locate and salvage the shipwreck, no sign of it has ever been found.6. Lost Faberg EggsOne hundred years ago the Russian Imperial court was probably the most opulent in the entire world and nothing epitomizes this
more than the exquisite jeweled eggs crafted by Peter Carl Faberg for the royal family each Easter for more than three decades.These arent youre regular Easter eggs, but veritable works of arts. Made using such materials as gold, diamonds, pearls, various enamels, and many other kinds of precious stones, the priceless pieces are elaborately
decorated and can be opened to reveal equally precious surprises.After the Russian Revolution these masterpieces were confiscated by the Soviets and while some were subsequently sold abroad, a few of them could not be found. Out of the 54 Imperial Eggs (created by Faberg exclusively for the Tsar and his family), most are in private or public
collections around the world, but the whereabouts of eight of them remain unknown. Faberg Eggs have been bought at auction for as much as $9.6 million (the 1913 Winter Egg, in 2002), so its safe to say anyone of these lost artifacts is worth a small fortune.5. Polish Crown JewelsAt about the end of the 18th century, the Poles werent exactly having
the best of times. Caught between three of Europes great powers (the Austrian Empire, the Kingdom of Prussia, and Tsarist Russia), the once mighty kingdom was divided between them until there was nothing left.The Polish Crown Jewels were almost as old as the kingdom itself. According to an inventory performed in 1633, the collection was stored
in five chests and included multiple crowns, scepters, chains, and swords made for various occasions and for different iconic historical figures. In 1794, the treasure fell into the hands of the Prussians, who transported it to Berlin. The eventual fate of the Polish Crown Jewels is anything but glorious they were melted for their gold in 1809. Only a
ceremonial sword known as the Szczerbiec survived and is currently on display in Krakow.4. The Concert by Johannes VermeerDue to their fragile nature, countless priceless works of art have been lost or destroyed over the centuries and plenty have been stolen. Even the legendary Mona Lisa was stolen (and thankfully soon recovered) hundred years
ago. Today, the most valuable painting still unrecovered is The Concert, by the Dutch master Johannes Vermeer.The beautiful work, which depicts a man and two women playing music, was stolen in 1990 from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, Massachusetts, alongside many more masterpieces worth a staggering total of $500 million.
Of these, The Concert is the most valuable, estimated to be worth around $200 million. Almost 25 years later, none of the works have been recovered.3. The Amber RoomThe Amber Rooms splendor is the stuff of legends. Created by the Prussian King Friedrich I in the early 1700s, it remained part of the Berlin City Palace until 1716, when it was given
as a gift by the new king, Friedrich Wilhelm I, to his ally, Tsar Peter the Great of Russia. The Amber Room was so mesmerizingly beautiful that, in its time, it was considered the Eighth Wonder of the World. After the renovations and modifications required to fit in its new home at the imperial palace in Tsarskoye Selo (near Saint Petersburg), the room
covered about 180 square-feet and contained a staggering six tons of amber and other semi-precious stones, with the amber panels being backed with gold leaf.The original, which was estimated to be worth around $150 million in todays money, was dismantled by the Nazis during World War II and subsequently lost in the chaos of the conflict. A
reconstruction, started in 1979 and completed in 2003 (which cost only $11 million) can be currently seen at Tsarskoye Selo.2. Treasure of the Copper ScrollThe Dead Sea Scrolls are some of the most intriguing documents ever discovered. Discovered almost 70 years ago by teenage shepherds, the scrolls are of great cultural significance as they
include the earliest known biblical manuscripts. Well, that, and sort of treasure map which could make anyone who deciphers it a billionaire.While most of the text is written of parchment and papyrus, theres a single copper scroll with instructions on how to find treasures scattered all over Judaea (perhaps this material was used precisely because it
not as fragile as are those used for the other writings and when youre writing about stuff this valuable, its important!). The scroll assumes the reader was very familiar with the area as it contains obscure references (phrases like in the cave of the old washers chamber, on the third terrace), which makes it virtually impossible for modern day
archaeologists and explorers to follow.None of the treasure, with a total worth estimated in the billions of dollars, has ever been found. While its plausible that it was that well hidden, theres also the possibility that it was obtained by the Romans when they pillaged the area during the first century CE.1. Atahualpas GoldWhen the Conquistadors
arrived in the New World about 500 years ago, they were shocked by how rich the local kingdoms were. Before these locals knew what hit them, small but determined (and technologically superior) groups of Spaniards started looting and conquering the area (the word conquistador literally means conqueror).Francisco Pizarro led such a group to
modern-day Peru, to the Inca Empire led by Atahualpa. Though heavily outnumbered, Francisco Pizzaro and his men managed to get the upper hand through the use of such newfangled military equipment as firearms and horses. Atahualpa was captured in an ambush and offered to pay (literally) a room full of gold and twice the amount in silver for
his release, but was executed before the deal could be completed. For centuries now, people have been searching for the vast treasure assembled by the Inca to ransom their king, but save for a few items, nothing substantial has ever been found. Throughout history, certain artifacts have captured the imagination and admiration of people worldwide,
not just for their material worth but for their historical significance and cultural impact. From ancient relics to exquisite works of art, these priceless treasures tell the stories of civilizations and highlight human ingenuity and creativity. Displayed in museums across the globe, they provide an invaluable connection to our past, offering insights into the
lives, beliefs, and accomplishments of those who came before us. Here are 20 of the priciest and most significant historical artifacts housed in museums today.Tutankhamuns Death Mask Egyptian Museum, Cairolmage Editorial Credit: Roland Unger / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (insured for hundreds of millions of dollars). The golden
death mask of Tutankhamun is one of the most iconic and valuable artifacts in history. Crafted from 24 pounds of solid gold and inlaid with semi-precious stones, this mask was discovered in 1922 by Howard Carter. It adorned the mummified body of the young pharaoh Tutankhamun and dates back to the 14th century BC. The masks craftsmanship
and historical significance make it priceless, symbolizing ancient Egyptian artistry and the boy kings brief yet impactful reign.The Rosetta Stone British Museum, Londonlmage Editorial Credit: nelo2309 / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (considered invaluable for its historical significance). Unearthed in 1799, the Rosetta Stone is a
granodiorite stele inscribed with a decree issued in 196 BC. It features the same text in three scripts: Greek, Demotic, and hieroglyphic, which provided the key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs. This artifacts immense historical value lies in its role in unlocking the secrets of ancient Egyptian writing and language. The Rosetta Stone remains a
cornerstone of Egyptology and an irreplaceable piece of history.The Crown Jewels Tower of London, LondonImage Editorial Credit: Cyril James Humphries Davenport / Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: $4 billion (collective value of the entire collection). The British Crown Jewels, housed in the Tower of London, include some of the most exquisite
and valuable regalia in the world. Among these is the Imperial State Crown, adorned with 2,868 diamonds, including the famous Cullinan II. These jewels are not only symbols of the British monarchys power and history but also represent immense wealth. Their historical and ceremonial significance, combined with their extraordinary materials, make
them priceless.The Hope Diamond Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.Image Editorial Credit: Wirestock Creators / ShutterstockEstimated Value: $250 million. Weighing 45.52 carats, the Hope Diamond is renowned for its rare blue color and storied past. This diamond, believed to be cursed, originated from India and has passed through the
hands of royalty and wealthy collectors over the centuries. Donated to the Smithsonian by Harry Winston in 1958, it is valued not only for its size and color but also for its captivating history. The Hope Diamond remains a highlight of the National Museum of Natural Historys collection.The Mona Lisa Louvre Museum, ParisImage Editorial Credit:
jivedanson / FlickrEstimated Value: $850 million. Leonardo da Vincis masterpiece, the Mona Lisa, is arguably the most famous painting in the world. This 16th-century portrait of Lisa Gherardini, also known as La Gioconda, captivates millions with her enigmatic smile and exquisite detail. Its value is incalculable due to its artistic significance,
historical impact, and cultural symbolism. The Mona Lisas prominence ensures it is one of the most visited and valuable artifacts in any museum.The Dead Sea Scrolls Israel Museum, JerusalemImage Editorial Credit: Teo K / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (individual scrolls have sold for millions at auction). Discovered between 1947 and
1956, the Dead Sea Scrolls consist of over 900 manuscripts, including biblical texts dating back to the second century BC. These scrolls provide invaluable insights into the history and religion of the ancient Jewish community. Preserved in the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum, they are considered priceless due to their historical, religious, and
cultural importance.The Elgin Marbles British Museum, LondonImage Editorial Credit: John Wreford / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (collective value in the billions). These classical Greek marble sculptures were part of the Parthenon and other buildings on the Acropolis of Athens. Acquired by Lord Elgin in the early 19th century and later
sold to the British Museum, they include some of the finest examples of ancient Greek art. Their artistic and historical significance has made them a subject of intense debate and a priceless treasure of classical antiquity.The Terracotta Army Museum of the Terracotta Army, XianImage Editorial Credit: DnDavis / ShutterstockEstimated Value:
Priceless (considered a national treasure of China). The Terracotta Army consists of thousands of life-sized clay soldiers buried with Chinas first emperor, Qin Shi Huang, in the late third century BC. Discovered in 1974, these figures are remarkable for their individuality and detailed craftsmanship. The army represents one of the most significant
archaeological finds of the 20th century and is invaluable for understanding ancient Chinese culture and history.The Bust of Nefertiti Neues Museum, Berlinlmage Editorial Credit: Philip Pikart / Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: Priceless (insured for over $400 million). This limestone bust of Queen Nefertiti, crafted around 1345 BC, is a
masterpiece of ancient Egyptian art. Discovered in 1912 by a German archaeological team, it is renowned for its exquisite beauty and intricate detailing. The bust is a symbol of Egypts rich artistic heritage and has been the subject of international admiration and controversy. Its historical and cultural value makes it an irreplaceable artifact.The
Faberg Eggs Various MuseumsImage Editorial Credit: akkharawit / ShutterstockEstimated Value: $20 million to $50 million each. The Faberg Eggs, created by Peter Carl Faberg for the Russian imperial family, are exquisite examples of jeweled art. Each egg, intricately designed and crafted with precious metals and gemstones, contains a unique
surprise inside. The most famous of these are housed in the Kremlin Armoury in Moscow and the Faberg Museum in St. Petersburg. Their unparalleled craftsmanship and historical significance render them priceless.The Codex Leicester Private Collectionimage Editorial Credit: Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: $30.8 million (purchased by Bill
Gates). The Codex Leicester is a 72-page scientific journal written by Leonardo da Vinci. It contains his observations and theories on various topics, including water movement, fossils, and astronomy. Purchased by Bill Gates in 1994 for $30.8 million, this manuscript is one of the most valuable books in the world. Its insights into da Vincis genius and
contributions to science and art make it an invaluable artifact.The Crown of Saint Wenceslas Prague Castle, Czech RepublicImage Editorial Credit: K. Pacovsky / Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: Priceless (considered a national treasure). This crown, part of the Bohemian Crown Jewels, was made for Charles IV in 1347. Adorned with precious
stones, including sapphires, emeralds, and pearls, it symbolizes the Czech monarchys history and power. Kept under strict security in the St. Vitus Cathedral, the crowns historical and cultural significance, coupled with its opulence, makes it priceless.The Antikythera Mechanism National Archaeological Museum, AthensImage Editorial Credit:
Viacheslav Lopatin / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (considered invaluable for its historical significance). Discovered in a shipwreck off the coast of Antikythera in 1901, this ancient Greek device dates back to the 1st century BC. Often considered the worlds first analog computer, it was used to predict astronomical positions and eclipses. The
mechanisms complexity and technological advancement highlight the ingenuity of ancient Greek engineering. Its uniqueness and historical value make it an extraordinary artifact.The Cullinan Diamond Various LocationsImage Editorial Credit: Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: $400 million (for the entire collection of cut stones). Discovered in
South Africa in 1905, the Cullinan Diamond was the largest gem-quality rough diamond ever found, weighing 3,106 carats. It was cut into several major stones, including the Great Star of Africa and the Lesser Star of Africa, which are part of the British Crown Jewels. The Cullinan Diamonds immense size and flawless quality make it one of the most
valuable gemstones in history.The Book of Kells Trinity College Library, Dublinlmage Editorial Credit: EWY Media / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (insured for over $100 million). This illuminated manuscript, created by Celtic monks around 800 AD, is one of the most magnificent examples of medieval art. It contains the four Gospels of the
New Testament, richly decorated with intricate designs and vibrant colors. The Book of Kells is not only a religious treasure but also a masterpiece of artistic and cultural heritage, making it priceless.The Wright Flyer National Air and Space Museum, Washington D.C.Image Editorial Credit: John T. Daniels / Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value:
Priceless (considered invaluable for its historical significance). The Wright Flyer, the first successful powered aircraft, was flown by the Wright brothers in 1903. This pioneering invention marked the beginning of modern aviation. Preserved at the Smithsonian Institution, the Wright Flyer is an invaluable artifact representing human ingenuity and the
dawn of powered flight. Its historical significance and pioneering achievement make it priceless.The Magna Carta Various LocationsImage Editorial Credit: David Smart / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (original copies valued in the tens of millions). Sealed by King John of England in 1215, the Magna Carta is a foundational document in the
history of democracy and legal rights. It established the principle that everyone, including the king, was subject to the law. Original copies of the Magna Carta are preserved in several institutions, including the British Library and Salisbury Cathedral. Its impact on legal and political systems worldwide renders it an invaluable artifact.The Sword of
Goujian Hubei Provincial Museum, WuhanIlmage Editorial Credit: Keitma / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (considered a national treasure of China). Dating back to the Spring and Autumn period (771-403 BC), this ancient Chinese sword was discovered in 1965. Remarkably well-preserved, it is known for its sharpness, intricate design, and
inscriptions. The Sword of Goujian symbolizes the advanced metallurgical techniques and cultural heritage of ancient China. Its historical and artistic value make it a priceless treasure.The Bayeux Tapestry Bayeux Museum, Francelmage Editorial Credit: Irina Wilhauk / ShutterstockEstimated Value: Priceless (considered invaluable for its historical
significance). This 11th-century embroidered cloth depicts the events leading up to the Norman conquest of England. Spanning nearly 70 meters in length, it provides a detailed and vivid narrative of medieval history. The Bayeux Tapestry is a unique artifact that offers invaluable insights into the art, culture, and history of the time. Its historical
significance and intricate craftsmanship make it an irreplaceable masterpiece.The Venus de Milo Louvre Museum, Parisimage Editorial Credit: Wikimedia CommonsEstimated Value: Priceless (considered invaluable for its artistic and historical significance). This ancient Greek statue, believed to depict Aphrodite, was discovered on the island of Milos
in 1820. Dating back to around 150 BC, it is renowned for its beauty and classical form. The Venus de Milos artistic excellence and historical significance have made it one of the most celebrated sculptures in the world. Its cultural impact and timeless beauty render it a priceless artifact.This article originally appeared on Rarest.org.More From
Rarest.Org10 Rarest Mason Jars Ever Madelmage Editorial Credit: Internet Archive Book Images / FlickrThe Mason jar was a welcome invention in the mid-nineteenth century, providing families the ability to preserve goods when refrigeration technology was not readily available. Read more. Image Editorial Credit: betto rodrigues /
ShutterstockExploring the pinnacle of Jeeps legendary lineup, the 11 Most Expensive Jeep Wranglers Ever showcases a blend of luxury, performance, and iconic design. Read more. Image Editorial Credit: Jeff Anderson / FlickerWhile the intended purpose of toys is to breed imagination and fun for children, rare toys raise the stakes. Instead of tea
parties and fictional battles, these unique objects become expensive memorabilia with exciting stories attached. Read more.Humans have been crafting exquisite objects since prehistoric times. Over the centuries, archaeologists have uncovered incredible antiquities buried deep within tombs, sunken with shipwrecks, or hidden away and forgotten.
Today, the rarest and most remarkable of these artifacts are considered priceless pieces of human history. They provide a tangible link to ancient cultures and the exceptional artistry and ingenuity of our ancestors.In this comprehensive guide, well take you on a journey through the 12 most valuable artifacts known to exist. From dazzling Egyptian
treasures to masterpieces of classical art to sacred religious relics, these objects are truly in a league of their own. Well explore what makes each piece so special and share insider tips for artifact collectors on assessing authenticity and value. Whether youre a serious antiquities collector, a history buff, or simply captivated by the worlds rarest
treasures, read on to uncover the fascinating stories behind these extraordinary, multi-million dollar artifacts. 1. The Mask of Tutankhamun $2 MillionArguably the most iconic artifact ever discovered, this dazzling gold funerary mask was found covering the head and shoulders of the mummified body of King Tutankhamun. The boy king ruled Egypt
from 1333-1324 BC and died mysteriously at age 19.In 1922, British archaeologist Howard Carter uncovered Tutankhamuns nearly intact tomb in Egypts Valley of the Kings. The phenomenal treasures within, including this 22-pound mask, captivated the world. It remains the quintessential symbol of the grandeur and opulence of ancient Egypt.The
mask portrays the kings face in smooth gold with inlaid stones and colored glass. Lapis lazuli outlines the almond-shaped eyes and eyebrows. A plaited gold beard is attached by a hinge. The mask is adorned with protective spells and a royal cobra and vulture on the forehead, signifying Tuts dominion over Upper and Lower Egypt. Over a century after
its discovery, Tutankhamuns gleaming visage continues to entrance millions of visitors to the Egyptian Museum in Cairo each year. Beyond its immense monetary value, this mask is an irreplaceable snapshot of one of historys most captivating civilizations.2. The Rosetta Stone PricelessInscribed in 196 BC, the Rosetta Stone is one of archaeologys
most groundbreaking finds. This broken slab of black granodiorite enabled scholars to finally decipher ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs after centuries of failed attempts. Unearthed by French soldiers in Egypt in 1799, the 4 ft. tall stela contains a decree by King Ptolemy V written in hieroglyphic, demotic, and ancient Greek script. Since ancient Greek
was well known, this provided the key to translating the Egyptian text. From this multilingual inscription, linguists were able to decipher how hieroglyphs worked as a writing system. The stones discovery unlocked the previously lost writings, history, and wisdom of the great Egyptian empire.Today, the Rosetta Stone resides in the British Museum in
London (although Egypt has long requested its return). As the key that revealed the meaning of hieroglyphs to the modern world, its considered an invaluable linguistic treasure beyond any dollar amount.3. The Hoxne Hoard $4.3 MillionAmateur metal detectorist Eric Lawes made the find of his life in a Suffolk field in 1992. His detector led him to a
wooden chest buried 2 feet down containing over 15,000 late Roman gold and silver coins, gold jewelry, and silver tableware. Dating to 407-408 AD, the incredible cache is the largest collection of 4th and 5th century gold and silver found anywhere in the Roman Empire. Some pieces name Emperor Honorius, and the craftsmanship indicates they may
have belonged to a wealthy aristocrat. For unknown reasons, the valuables appear to have been hastily stashed, perhaps during a period of unrest as Roman rule in Britain was crumbling.In 1993, the British government purchased the hoard for 1.75 million (equivalent to over $4 million today), with the proceeds split between Lawes and the farmer on
whose land it was found. The treasure trove is on display at the British Museum. As a uniquely large and well-preserved snapshot of late Roman life and upheaval, its an artifact collection that captures the imagination of scholars and the public alike.4. The Goddard Coin $7.5 MillionRecord-breaking prices for individual coins often make headlines. In
2013, the 1794 Flowing Hair silver dollar dubbed "The Goddard Coin" became the most expensive coin ever sold at auction, fetching $10,016,875. What makes this early American coin so special? The 1974 silver dollars were the first official silver coins struck by the nascent U.S. Mint. Mint records show around 2,000 were produced that first year,
but only a fraction have survived, making them exceptionally rare. The Goddard specimen is not only the finest known example, but also has a unique pedigree. It can be traced back to an 1880s sale when the Goddard family acquired it for $1,000. The coin remained with the family until its headline-grabbing 2013 auction.Today, the 1794 Flowing
Hair dollar is revered as an icon of early American currency. Its record price reflects both its historical importance and the robust market for rare, high-grade coins. The current owner has not been publicly disclosed.5. The Rothschild Faberg Egg $18.5 MillionRussian jeweler Peter Carl Faberg and his workshop created 50 lavish, bejeweled "Easter
eggs" for the Russian imperial family between 1885 and 1917. These gold and enameled works of art conceal whimsical "surprises" music boxes, miniature portraits, working clocks. Today, they are coveted as the ultimate status symbol for the worlds wealthiest private collectors.The Rothschild Faberg Egg is one of a dozen specially-commissioned
eggs Faberg crafted for other elite patrons. It was a 1902 engagement gift to heiress Germaine Halphen upon her betrothal to douard Alphonse James de Rothschild, of the famed banking family. The eggs shell is pink-hued gold crisscrossed with overlapping diamond ribbons. It opens to reveal a hinged, diamond-set cockerel that pops up, flaps its
wings, and crows.In 2007, Russian billionaire Alexander Ivanov purchased the Rothschild Egg at a Christies auction for $18.5 million tripling the previous record for a Faberg work and making it the most expensive Russian artifact ever sold. Ivanov has since displayed the priceless bauble at his Faberg Museum in Baden-Baden, Germany.6. The
Florentine Diamond $20-35 Million (estimate)Bright yellow diamonds are exceptionally rare. At 137.27 carats, the Florentine Diamond is the largest known yellow diamond in the world. But this historic stone is notorious not just for its remarkable size and color, but also for allegedly being cursed.The diamonds early history is hazy, but lore claims it
was first owned by a 16th century Portugese king who lost his throne and his children after acquiring the gem. Over the following centuries, it passed through several European royal families, leaving a trail of deposed rulers, untimely deaths, and bankruptcy in its wake. Last seen in 1918, the diamond vanished after the fall of the Austrian monarchy
and hasnt resurfaced since. If the legendary Florentine Diamond still exists, experts speculate it could be worth $20-35 million today, given its size and sensational history. But considering its alleged dark aura, even deep-pocketed collectors might be hesitant to claim this bewitching artifact.Buying Tips for Artifact CollectorsBeginning an artifact
collection can be an exciting but daunting prospect. Use these tips to help you get started on the right foot:Specialize. Choose one or two types of artifacts that fascinate you and focus there. Trying to collect everything will drain your budget and leave you with a mishmash rather than a meaningful collection.Learn, learn, learn. Nothing replaces
thorough knowledge of your chosen artifacts. Study reference books, visit museum collections, talk to experts. The more you know, the shrewder youll be when assessing pieces.Buy the best you can afford. While its tempting to snap up deals, a few high quality items are a better foundation than drawers of second-rate objects. Save up for the great
examples.Prioritize provenance. An artifacts history of ownership is key to establishing authenticity and value. Ensure any piece youre considering has good documentation about its origins and previous owners.Beware of fakes. The market is awash in convincing forgeries. Deal only with reputable artifact sellers who guarantee authenticity and offer
a money-back return policy. If a deal seems too good to be true, be skeptical. Handle with care. Ancient artifacts can be very fragile. Invest in proper mounts, cases, and climate control to preserve your collection. Your artifacts survival depends on diligent stewardship.Frequently Asked QuestionsQ: Can I legally buy authentic antiquities?A: Yes, as
long as they were legally excavated and exported. Artifacts looted from archaeological sites or smuggled in defiance of patrimony laws are strictly off limits. Always inquire about provenance before buying.Q: What should I do if I think I found a valuable artifact?A: Dont disturb the site any further. Take photos and contact archaeologists or your local
historic preservation office for guidance on reporting your find. Remember, context is crucial for understanding an artifact, so let the experts handle the excavation.Q: How do museums acquire artifacts worth millions of dollars?A: Most top museums have sizable endowments and wealthy patrons who help fund major purchases. In many cases,
artifacts are also donated or bequeathed by private collectors. Museums are non-profit institutions, so they dont pay taxes on acquisitions like an individual buyer would.Q: Why do some countries request the return of artifacts held in foreign museums?A: Repatriation claims often involve artifacts that were removed by colonial powers or during
wartime. For example, Greece has long advocated for the British Museum to return the Parthenon Marbles. Such disputes raise complex legal and ethical questions about who rightfully owns cultural heritage objects.When it comes to antiquities, value is about so much more than money. The most precious artifacts are those that capture our
imagination and give us glimpses into the incredible ingenuity and artistry of the civilizations that came before us. So while you may never be in the market for a multi-million dollar treasure, learning the stories behind these priceless objects is a rewarding pursuit in its own right. Because when you hold a piece of the ancient world in your hands,
youre not just touching an artifact youre connecting to the shared story of human history. Last Updated on 26th August 2023 by adminIn a realm where money knows no bounds, the worlds most expensive possessions serve as bold symbols of opulence, luxury, and affluence. From technological marvels to architectural wonders, these items bear
witness to humanitys unrelenting pursuit of the extraordinary. In this article, we embark on a captivating journey through the top 30 most expensive things in the world, unveiling their staggering price tags and the allure they exert on the worlds elite. 30) The Graff Pink DiamondEstimated value $46 MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared
by Graff (@graff) The Graff Pink Diamond, an exceptional gem of timeless elegance and allure, holds a significant valuation of $46 million. This exquisite diamond, known for its exquisite color and flawless clarity, stands as a testament to the artistry of natures most precious treasures.Weighing a remarkable 24.78 carats, the Graff Pink Diamonds
mesmerizing pink hue sets it apart as a rare and coveted gemstone. Its remarkable provenance and impeccable cut enhance its brilliance and shine, showcasing the precision and craftsmanship that went into revealing its natural beauty.Its value transcends its monetary estimation, capturing the fascination that rare and flawless diamonds hold for
collectors and connoisseurs. As a symbol of opulence and refinement, this diamond continues to captivate collectors and enthusiasts, embodying the enduring allure of natures most extraordinary creations and the timeless appeal of precious gemstones. 29) The Oppenheimer Blue DiamondEstimated value $50.6 Million The Oppenheimer Blue
Diamond, a captivating jewel of rare allure and striking beauty, commands a substantial value of $50.6million. This extraordinary gemstone, famous for its vivid blue hue and exceptional quality, stands as a testament to the wonders that lie beneath the Earths surface.Weighing an impressive 14.62 carats, the Oppenheimer Blue Diamonds intense color
and impeccable clarity are a testament to the forces of nature that shaped it over millions of years. Its remarkable brilliance and radiant charm have earned it a place of distinction among the worlds most prized gemstones.The price tag reflects the Oppenheimer Blue Diamonds remarkable attributes, including its rarity, color, and historical
significance. As a dazzling representation of natures artistic prowess, this diamond continues to mesmerize and inspire, captivating those who are fortunate enough to behold its extraordinary beauty. 28) Graff Diamonds Hallucination WatchEstimated value $55 Million The Graff Diamonds Hallucination Watch, an extraordinary blend of horological
mastery and artistic opulence, boasts a staggering value of $55 million. This exquisite timepiece transcends conventional boundaries, combining intricate watchmaking with a mesmerizing display of colorful, rare diamonds, making it one of the most expensive things in the world.Each meticulously placed diamond on the Hallucination Watch
contributes to its kaleidoscopic brilliance, creating a harmonious fusion of art and precision. The watchs design showcases an array of vividly colored diamonds, reflecting the mastery of gem-setting and a visionary approach to haute horology.Beyond its considerable value, this timepiece represents Graffs commitment to pushing the boundaries of
design and gem-setting. The Graff Diamonds Hallucination Watch stands as a testament to the artistry of gemstone and watchmaking, embodying the timeless allure of one-of-a-kind creations that push the boundaries of design and extravagance. 27) Mouawad LIncomparable Diamond NecklaceEstimated value $55 Million The Mouawad
LIncomparable Diamond Necklace, a true marvel of jewelry craftsmanship and rare elegance, commands an awe-inspiring value of $60 million. This extraordinary necklace is a testament to the beauty and allure of natures most precious gemstones.Adorned with a remarkable 407.48-carat yellow diamond centerpiece, the LIncomparable Necklace
stands as a dazzling showcase of exquisite artistry. Intricately designed and meticulously crafted, it features a stunning array of diamonds that accentuate the necklaces luxurious radiance.The Mouawad LIncomparable Diamond Necklace embodies the pinnacle of haute joaillerie, capturing the essence of opulence and sophistication within the realm
of the most expensive things in the world. It serves as a shimmering reminder of the profound beauty that can be harnessed from the Earths most precious treasures, transformed into wearable art that transcends time and captivates the senses. Estimated value $61 MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by @frenchbluediamond The Regent
Diamond, an exquisite gem of historical significance and unparalleled brilliance, is appraised at a noteworthy value of $61 million. This legendary diamond, with its captivating beauty and storied past, has left an indelible mark on the world of gemology and history. With its dazzling facets and rich history, the Regent Diamond represents a legacy of
craftsmanship and refinement.Weighing an impressive 140.64 carats in its original form, the Regent Diamond has graced the crowns of French monarchs and symbolized royal power and opulence. Its flawless clarity and exceptional cut further accentuate its remarkable radiance.Beyond its substantial value, this gem carries the weight of centuries,
having adorned monarchs and elites throughout history. As a beacon of beauty and history, this gem continues to captivate admirers, serving as a glittering reminder of the intricate and fascinating journey of the Earths precious gems through time and culture. Estimated value $70 MillionThe 1963 Ferrari 250 GTO, an automotive icon synonymous
with power and prestige and considered one of the most expensive things in the world, is valued at an impressive $70 million. This classic masterpiece represents the epitome of vintage car collecting, embodying both artistry and engineering brilliance.Famous for its stunning design and exceptional performance, the Ferrari 250 GTO is a symbol of
automotive excellence. With its powerful engine and aerodynamic contours, it continues to captivate enthusiasts and collectors alike.Its value isnt just in dollars; its in the memories of legendary races, the heart-pounding thrill of speed, and the passion that fuels automotive enthusiasts around the world. As a testament to Ferraris enduring legacy, the
1963 Ferrari 250 GTO stands as a beacon of elegance, power, and the timeless allure of high-performance automobiles. Weighing a remarkable 59.60 carats, the Pink Star Diamonds vivid and mesmerizing color is a result of its unique chemical composition and the intricate forces of nature. Its unparalleled beauty and rarity have earned it a place of
honor among the worlds most coveted gemstones.The price tag reflects the Pink Star Diamonds exceptional quality and the fascination it ignites among gem enthusiasts and collectors alike. As a radiant reminder of the Earths artistic prowess, this diamond continues to captivate and inspire, showcasing the enduring allure and enduring value of
natures most precious creations. 23) De Beers Centenary DiamondEstimated value $90 MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by SARAH KAN]J (@davincicode7) The De Beers Centenary Diamond, an exceptional gem of unparalleled radiance and elegance, is esteemed at an impressive $90 million. This magnificent diamond stands as a
testament to the expertise and dedication of De Beers, a renowned diamond mining and trading company.Weighing a substantial 273.85 carats in its rough state, the Centenary Diamond underwent a meticulous cutting and polishing process to reveal its stunning brilliance and fire. The result is a gem that exemplifies the pinnacle of diamond
craftsmanship and quality.The $90 million valuation pays homage to the Centenary Diamonds remarkable attributes, including its exceptional size, color, and clarity. As a shining example of natures extraordinary creations and human ingenuity, the De Beers Centenary Diamond serves as a timeless reminder of the enduring allure and value of the
worlds most exquisite gemstones.22) Homme qui marche I sculptureEstimated value $103.7 Millionlmage Source: Flickr The Homme qui marche I (Walking Man I) sculpture, a captivating embodiment of human movement and form and considered one of the most expensive things in the world, holds a significant value of $103.7 million. Created by
Swiss sculptor Alberto Giacometti, this masterpiece captures the essence of existential contemplation and the human experience.Giacomettis artistic prowess shines through as he sculpts a solitary figure in mid-stride, evoking a sense of motion frozen in time. The sculptures elongated proportions and textured surface convey a profound sense of
introspection and emotion.The price tag reflects the sculptures rarity, artistic significance, and Giacomettis lasting impact on the art world. Walking Man I stands as a testament to the power of sculpture to capture the essence of humanity, offering viewers a glimpse into the complexities of existence and the universal themes that bind us all. 21)
Garon la pipe PaintingEstimated value $104 millionThe Garon la pipe painting, a captivating work by Pablo Picasso, holds a noteworthy value of $104 million. This masterpiece, a prime example of Picassos Blue Period, captures the essence of emotion and human experience through its evocative portrayal of a young boy. This canvas isnt just pigments
on a surface; its a glimpse into a world of curiosity and reflection.Picassos artistry shines through as he explores the nuances of color and form, conveying a sense of melancholy and contemplation. The $104 million price tag reflects both the artists profound influence on modern art and the paintings historical significance as a representation of his
early creative period.As a testament to Picassos enduring impact, the Garon la pipe painting continues to captivate art enthusiasts, serving as a poignant reminder of the artists ability to convey complex emotions and his lasting contribution to the world of artistic expression. 20) Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer IEstimated value $135 MillionThe Portrait



of Adele Bloch-Bauer I, a masterpiece by Gustav Klimt, possesses an exquisite value of $135 million. This iconic and famous painting, known for its opulence and intricate symbolism, captures the essence of fin-de-sicle Vienna and the Art Nouveau movement. With its intricate details and captivating subject, the portrait captures Adele Bloch-Bauers
essence and the era in which she lived.Gustav Klimts remarkable skill is on display as he immortalizes Adele Bloch-Bauer in a tapestry of gold and vibrant hues, reflecting the opulent era and his unique artistic vision. The price tag attached to this painting underscores its significance within the art world, symbolizing not only the artists genius but also
the historical and cultural contexts that shaped its creation.As a timeless portrayal of elegance and beauty, the Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I continues to resonate with art enthusiasts, offering a glimpse into a bygone era while exemplifying the enduring power of artistic expression. 19) The Pointing Man SculptureEstimated value $141.3
MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by Angel (@angeldabes) The Pointing Man Sculpture, a captivating work of art that conveys emotion and human connection, valued at an impressive $141.3 million. The Pointing Man Sculpture, also known as Lhomme Au Doigt Sculpture, by Alberto Giacometti encapsulates the essence of human
contemplation and emotional depth.With meticulous craftsmanship, Giacomettis creation portrays a solitary figure in a moment of introspection, evoking universal themes of existence and connection. The sculptures price tag reflects both the artists profound contribution to modern art and the rarity of his masterpieces.The Pointing Man stands as a
poignant reminder of the power of sculpture to convey complex emotions and the enduring impact of artistic expression. As a testament to Giacomettis influence, this masterpiece continues to captivate art enthusiasts, serving as a timeless testament to the intersection of creativity, emotion, and the human experience. 18) Mercedes-Benz 300
SLREstimated value $142.9 MillionThe Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR, with an estimated value of $142.9 million, isnt just a car; its a blend of engineering prowess and automotive heritage. This masterpiece on wheels isnt defined solely by its mechanics; its a testament to innovation and speed. This iconic racing car, a masterpiece of engineering, captures
the essence of speed, style, and precision.Renowned for its victories in prestigious races like the Mille Miglia, the 300 SLR has solidified its place in automotive history. Its aerodynamic design, cutting-edge technology, and powerful engine make it a true marvel of its era.Its value isnt just monetary; its a reflection of the automotive industrys evolution
and the adrenaline-fueled stories that echo through history. As a testament to the craftsmanship and ingenuity of Mercedes-Benz, the 300 SLR serves as a reminder of the golden age of racing and continues to captivate enthusiasts and collectors alike. 17) Jeff Bezos Beverly Hills HouseEstimated value $175 MillionView this post on Instagram A post
shared by Top Closings (@topclosings) Jeff Bezos Beverly Hills house, with an estimated value of $175 million, isnt just a residence; its a testament to luxury and innovation in architecture. This property isnt bound by bricks and mortar; its a reflection of modernity and elegance woven into every corner. This enormous wealth is testimony to the
remarkable success and status of one of the worlds most famous person and one of the worlds richest men, the founder of Amazon.Nestled in the prestigious enclave of Beverly Hills, the property spans multiple acres and features exquisite architecture, lush landscapes, and unparalleled amenities. The house reflects opulent living at its finest, with its
meticulous design and state-of-the-art facilities catering to every aspect of comfort and entertainment.Its value extends beyond its price tag, encompassing the dreams that led to its creation and the memories that will be woven within its walls. Jeff Bezos Beverly Hills house is a manifestation of success, an embodiment of dreams realized, and a
symbol of the heights that can be achieved through innovation and dedication. 15) The Dream Jet, BB] 787Estimated value $239 Million 14) The Hope DiamondEstimated value $250 Million The Hope Diamond, a legendary gem shrouded in mystery and allure, is estimated to be worth a significant $250 million. This extraordinary blue diamond, with its
rich history and mesmerizing color, has captured the fascination of gem enthusiasts and collectors for centuries.Weighing an impressive 45.52 carats, the Hope Diamonds deep blue hue and exceptional clarity make it one of the worlds most famous and valuable gemstones. Its remarkable journey through time, from its origins in India to its current
residence at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C., adds to its mystique and charm.The $250 million valuation reflects the Hope Diamonds unparalleled rarity, historical significance, and the awe-inspiring beauty that has made it a true icon in the world of gemology. As a symbol of the enduring allure of precious stones, the
Hope Diamond continues to captivate and inspire all who have the privilege of beholding its breathtaking brilliance. 13) The Card Players PaintingEstimated value $288 MillionThe Card Players painting, with an estimated value of $288 million, captures a serene moment in time, evoking a sense of quiet contemplation and human connection. This
masterpiece is more than just oil on canvas; its a window into the lives and interactions of its subjects. Created by post-impressionist artist Paul Czanne, this iconic artwork showcases his distinctive style and profound exploration of form, color, and emotion.Depicting a scene of two card players engrossed in their game, the painting offers a glimpse
into the intimate moments of daily life. The value attached to The Card Players reflects its status as one of the most expensive artworks ever sold, emphasizing its rarity, artistic significance, and enduring appeal to collectors and art enthusiasts worldwide.Beyond its considerable price, The Card Players is a testament to the skill of the artist and the
power of visual storytelling. Czannes exploration of light, composition, and the human experience in The Card Players continues to resonate with audiences, illustrating the timeless power of art to capture the complexities of our shared existence. Estimated value $300 MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by Simon de Pury
(@simondepury) Paul Gauguins Nafea Faa Ipoipo painting, valued at $300 million, encapsulates the essence of artistic innovation and cultural exploration. This canvas isnt merely pigment and brushstrokes; its a gateway to a world of color, emotion, and symbolism. This iconic artwork, also known as When Will You Marry?, encapsulates Gauguins
fascination with Tahitian culture and his exploration of vibrant colors and emotive symbolism.The painting portrays a Tahitian woman surrounded by lush foliage, evoking a sense of intimacy and cultural richness. Its remarkable price tag highlights its significance within the art world, representing the allure of Gauguins groundbreaking style and his
ability to transport viewers to distant lands through his canvas.The paintings journey from Gauguins studio to its current prominence adds to its mystique. As it graces galleries and collections, it speaks to the universal longing for connection and understanding. Nafea Faa Ipoipo continues to captivate art aficionados, serving as a testament to
Gauguins lasting impact and the timeless ability of art to transcend boundaries and evoke profound emotions. 11) The Cullinan DiamondEstimated value $400 MillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by @royalsandfashion The Cullinan diamond, a magnificent gem of exceptional rarity and brilliance, is valued at a staggering $400 million.
Named after the owner of the mine where it was discovered, this legendary diamond holds a place of honor among the worlds most coveted and valuable gemstones. The Cullinan diamand is part of the British Crown Jewels and is currently housed in the Tower of London.Weighing a remarkable 3,106 carats in its rough state, the Cullinan diamond was
cut into several stunning gems, with the largest being the Cullinan I (also known as the Great Star of Africa). This breathtaking diamond, set in the British Imperial Sceptre, is renowned for its unparalleled clarity and size.The $400 million price tag attached to the Cullinan diamond reflects not only its exceptional beauty and quality but also its
historical significance and the marvel of natures creations. As a symbol of grandeur and the brilliance of human craftsmanship, the Cullinan diamond stands as a testament to the enduring allure and value of the worlds most exquisite gemstones. 10) Leonardo Da Vincis Salvator Mundi PaintingEstimated value $450.3 MillionLeonardo da Vincis
Salvator Mundi painting, an exquisite masterpiece of artistry and historical significance, is valued at a remarkable $450.3 million. Created during the Renaissance period, this iconic artwork showcases da Vincis unparalleled talent and mastery of technique. Depicting Jesus Christ in a serene and regal pose, Salvator Mundi is a testament to the artists
ability to capture both the divine and human aspects of its subject.The owner of Leonardo da Vincis Salvator Mundi painting is believed to be Saudi Arabias Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. The painting was acquired through a private sale in 2017. The paintings value reflects not only its artistic excellence but also its rarity and historical
importance. This artwork isnt just a canvas; its a glimpse into the genius of one of historys greatest minds.Beyond its substantial price tag, Salvator Mundi represents the pinnacle of Renaissance artistry and Leonardos unparalleled ability to capture humanity in the divine. As one of the most expensive artworks ever sold at auction, Salvator Mundi
stands as a pinnacle of artistic achievement, a testament to the enduring impact of da Vincis genius, and a coveted masterpiece that bridges the gap between the past and the present. 9) Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin talals Airbus A 380Estimated value $485 Million Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talals Airbus A380, one of the most expensive things, valued at
$485 million, epitomizes extravagance in aviation. The custom Airbus A380, an aviation masterpiece that redefines luxury and innovation, boasts a substantial valuation. This aircraft isnt just a means of travel; its a flying palace that redefines luxury and sophistication.This iconic aircraft, famous for its colossal size and advanced engineering,
underwent extensive customization to cater to the princes lavish preferences. With its opulent interiors, the A380 reflects Prince Alwaleeds refined taste and his commitment to unparalleled comfort. Beyond its price, this aircraft becomes a symbol of prestige and exclusivity, showcasing the fusion of advanced engineering and opulent design.The
A380s immense wingspan doesnt just carry it through the skies; it carries the legacy of a prince who commands not only vast resources but also a vision of the extraordinary. As it takes flight, it embodies the heights of modern aviation technology intertwined with the allure of privilege. Its value extends beyond its monetary estimation, encapsulating
the aspirations and lifestyle of a royal figure who soars above boundaries. 8) Villa LeopoldaEstimated value $750 Million Villa Leopolda, valued at $750 million, has captured the imagination as a pinnacle of elegance. Its allure became even more captivating when Russian billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov acquired it, adding another layer of intrigue to its
storied history. This luxurious residence stands as a masterpiece of opulence and architectural splendor, captivating with its breathtaking design and sweeping views of the Mediterranean.Perched along the stunning French Riviera, Villa Leopoldas beauty remains unparalleled. The acquisition by Prokhorov intertwines its opulence with the narrative
of modern affluence. The villas sprawling gardens and majestic architecture now reflect not only the opulent tastes of its previous inhabitants but also the vision of a prominent figure in global business.With its breathtaking views of the Mediterranean and the marriage of classical and contemporary design, Villa Leopolda becomes a canvas where the
past and present coalesce. Its value transcends its staggering price, encapsulating not only luxury but the very stories that define our fascination with wealth, beauty, and the ever-evolving tapestry of human achievement. 7) The B-2 Spirit (Stealth Bomber)Estimated value $2 billionThe B-2 Spirit, a marvel in aviation and defense, one of the most
expensive things in the world, estimated at a value of $2 billion. This stealth bomber isnt just a machine; its a testament to human engineering and innovation. Its sleek, futuristic design not only defies radar detection but also embodies the cutting edge of aeronautics technology. Serving as a crucial component of the United States Air Force, the B-2
Spirit possesses remarkable capabilities for strategic strikes and global deterrence.The development of the B-2 Spirit, also known as the Stealth Bomber, began in the late 1970s. The initial concept and design work for the aircraft took place during the 1980s, with the first flight occurring on July 17, 1989. The B-2 Spirit was developed by Northrop
Grumman as a successor to the B-1B Lancer and as a complement to the existing B-52 Stratofortress bomber fleet.Beyond its price tag, the B-2 Spirit carries immense strategic importance. Its ability to deliver precision strikes from great distances makes it a true guardian of national security. With a wingspan reminiscent of a majestic bird in flight, it
symbolizes the nations commitment to safeguarding its interests and allies. 6) Antilia HouseEstimated value $2 BillionView this post on Instagram A post shared by Antilia (@antiliahouse) Antilia House, boasting an estimated value of $2 billion, stands as a modern architectural marvel. This towering residence redefines opulence, with its 27 floors and
a stunning blend of contemporary design elements. Its not just a house; its a statement of boundless extravagance. Its uniqueness lies not only in its physical features but also in the stories it tells about the fusion of modernity and tradition.Antilia, the prestigious architectural marvel located in Mumbai, India, is the private residence of Mukesh
Ambani, the chairman and largest shareholder of Reliance Industries. As one of the wealthiest individuals globally, Mukesh Ambanis ownership of Antilia showcases his remarkable success and standing as a prominent figure in both business and society.Antilias grandeur extends beyond its price tag. With its lush gardens, helipads, and multiple
swimming pools, its a microcosm of luxury and exclusivity. As one of the worlds most expensive private residences, it serves as a beacon of affluence and prestige, capturing the essence of a modern-day palace in the heart of a bustling metropolis. 5) Hubble Space TelescopeEstimated value $2.1 BillionThe Hubble Space Telescope, worth around $2.1
billion, is like our cosmic eye in the sky. Its not just a telescope; its a time machine that lets us peer back billions of years into the universes history. From its orbit, Hubble has captured breathtaking images of distant galaxies, nebulae, and stars, expanding our understanding of the cosmos.Its cutting-edge technology and precision optics have allowed
astronomers to peer deeper into space and time, unraveling the mysteries of our cosmic surroundings. The investment in the Hubble Telescope reflects humanitys insatiable curiosity and quest for knowledge, as it continues to provide invaluable insights into the cosmos, enriching our understanding of the cosmos and inspiring generations of
scientists, researchers, and stargazers alike.Its a reminder that sometimes the most valuable things arent measured in money theyre measured in the wonder and knowledge they bring to our lives. Hubbles discoveries unite us in our quest to comprehend the vastness and beauty of the universe we call home. 4) Yacht History SupremeEstimated value
$4.8 Billion The Yacht History Supreme, with an estimated value of $4.8 billion, is the epitome of luxury and opulence on the high seas. This remarkable vessel is not just a yacht; its a testament to human creativity and craftsmanship, adorned with extravagance that transcends mere possessions.Every inch of the History Supreme whispers tales of
exclusivity and grandeur. From its stunning exterior coated in gold and platinum to its opulent interiors adorned with meteoric stones and dinosaur bones, this yacht is a fusion of art and engineering. Its a floating masterpiece that indulges the senses, offering an unparalleled experience of lavish living on water.Yet, the true value of the Yacht History
Supreme goes beyond its price tag. Its a symbol of boundless aspiration and a reminder that human ingenuity knows no limits when it comes to creating the extraordinary. As it glides across the waves, it embodies the essence of luxury, inviting us to dream and marvel at the remarkable feats that can emerge from the depths of imagination. 3) The
British Crown Jewels ( With Koh-i-Noor )Estimated value $10 Billion The British Crown Jewels, a dazzling collection that includes the famed Koh-i-Noor diamond, hold an estimated value of $10 billion. Beyond their monetary worth, these jewels represent a rich tapestry of history, monarchy, and culture. Each piece has witnessed the passage of time,
gracing the heads and necks of kings and queens, symbolizing their power and legacy.The diamond is currently a part of the British Crown Jewels and is on display in the Tower of London. Encrusted with an array of other priceless gemstones and showcasing intricate craftsmanship, these jewels symbolize the monarchys enduring influence. Worn by
monarchs throughout history, the Crown Jewels hold a magnetic allure, drawing millions of admirers annually to the Tower of London.At the heart of this collection, the Koh-i-Noor diamond captures the imagination with its intricate history and captivating allure. Once owned by various rulers, this diamond has traveled across continents, a silent
witness to empires and changing dynasties. Its presence in the Crown Jewels signifies the intricate ties between nations and the stories of conquest and diplomacy that have shaped our world. 2) The International Space StationEstimated value $150 BillionThe International Space Station (ISS), a marvel of human ingenuity, orbits Earth as a symbol of
international cooperation and exploration. With an estimated value of $150 billion, its significance goes beyond monetary measurements. Home to astronauts from various nations, the ISS is a testament to what humanity can achieve when we work together.Its not just a space laboratory, but a platform for scientific discovery, technological
advancements, and fostering global bonds. Imagine the dedication it took to assemble this floating laboratory, piece by piece, miles above our planet. Through the ISS, we study Earth, the universe, and ourselves, unlocking mysteries that impact our understanding of life itself.Not only should it be recognized as the most expensive thing in the world,
but it also serves as a reminder to cooperate in space by transcending borders. The ISS embodies our shared human spirit, reaching for the stars while keeping our feet firmly planted on Earth. 1) AntimatterEstimated value $62.5 TrillionAntimatter is a most expensive things in the world, with an estimated value of $62.5 trillion per gram. Sounds like
something out of science fiction, but its a real and captivating concept in the world of particle physics. Considered the counterpart to ordinary matter, each particle of antimatter carries an opposite charge and spin. When antimatter comes into contact with matter, it results in an explosive annihilation releasing an astonishing amount of energy.While
its value is often calculated in terms of potential energy production, the true worth of antimatter lies in its potential to revolutionize energy sources and space travel. Imagine spacecraft powered by controlled antimatter reactions, enabling us to explore the far reaches of our solar system and beyond. However, capturing and storing antimatter is a
formidable challenge due to its scarcity in our universe.Antimatters immense value stems from the knowledge it holds and the possibilities it offers. The quest to harness its power pushes the boundaries of our understanding of matter, energy, and the cosmos itself. As we inch closer to unlocking its secrets, the value of antimatter transcends its
monetary estimate, promising a future of limitless exploration and technological advancement. In a world where opulence meets artistry, a dazzling array of precious treasures beckons. Among the top 30 most expensive things in the world, iconic diamonds like the Pink Star and the Regent, along with exquisite artworks like the Walking Man
sculpture and the Pointing Man, each holds a story of rarity, history, and enduring allure. Gems like the Graff Pink Diamond and the Oppenheimer Blue Diamond showcase natures mastery, while artworks by Giacometti and Picasso capture the depths of human expression. Luxury yachts, custom aircraft, and historical artifacts like the Hope Diamond
weave a tapestry of indulgence and innovation. Amidst soaring values, these treasures remind us of the boundless heights of creativity, craftsmanship, and the timeless pursuit of beauty. This captivating video delves into the world's most prized artifacts, unveiling treasures such as the illustrious funerary mask of King Tutankhamun, the enigmatic
Rosetta Stone, the profound Dead Sea Scrolls, and the awe-inspiring Terracotta Army. Each of these artifacts serves as a tangible chronicle from a bygone era, standing as the zenith of cultural accomplishment and artistic brilliance.Take, for instance, the funerary mask of King Tutankhamun, a mesmerizing masterpiece crafted from solid gold and
adorned with precious stones. This opulent relic stands as a testament to ancient Egypt's deep-rooted belief in the afterlife, symbolizing the profound spiritual connection of that era.The Rosetta Stone, etched with the same text in three scripts, emerges as a pivotal key that unlocked the mysteries of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. This monumental
discovery ushered in a new era of comprehension, enriching our understanding of their civilization and marking a milestone in scholarly achievement.The Dead Sea Scrolls, a trove of invaluable manuscripts, provide profound insights into the foundations of three major world religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. These ancient writings offer a
unique glimpse into the beliefs and practices that have shaped humanity for centuries.Lastly, the Terracotta Army, a marvel created over two millennia ago to accompany China's inaugural emperor into the afterlife, serves as a captivating window into the military, cultural, and technological advancements of the Chin Dynasty.These artifacts transcend
mere physical objects; they are cherished relics that weave the tapestry of our shared human history. Their haunting beauty, intellectual significance, and historical importance continue to enthrall and inspire, connecting us to the rich tapestry of our collective past. No matter the time period, every civilization leaves behind artifacts that help us learn
more about their culture, religion, and what is most valued by their peoples. Sometimes, its just scraps and pieces of pottery that could have been thrown away, while other times its human remains or abeautiful workof art. Researchers spend hours studying these artifacts to find out all they can, which is where we get most of our historic information.
For example, the density of bones found that are several centuries old could let archaeologists know the diet of a civilization. After studying these artifacts, theyre sent to museums where the public has a chance to read about them. While its true that these artifacts are priceless according to history, museums are required to put a price on them for
insurance purposes. In terms of art, the pieces may have been bought and sold at some point, as well. Some artifacts have such a high value that theyre probably one of the most expensive things that a person will ever see. Weve found 15 of the most valuable artifacts that you can go see in a museum today in the United States and around the World.
Everyone knows about the Mona Lisa. Leonardo da Vinci worked on the painting around 1503-06 until 1517. The famous painting is permanently housed at the Louvre in France and has approximately 6 million visitors per year. It has an appraised value of nearly $800 million and holds the highest insurance value of any painting in history. (image via
Flickr) Housed at the British Museum, this granodiorite stone slab is inscribed with a decree issued in Memphis, Egypt, in 196 B.C. The decree appears in 3 scripts: Demotic Egyptian, Greek, and Egyptian hieroglyphs. Its discovery allowed hieroglyphs to be deciphered for the first time. (image via Flickr) Being the oldest known biblical manuscripts,
these scrolls represent the greatest archaeological find of the 20th century. Some are located at the Rockefeller Museum in East Jerusalemwhile others can be found at the Israel Museum in West Jerusalem. (image via Flickr) King Tut's casket alone is worth about $13 million. His mummy and the relics from his tomb give an incredible glimpse into the
trappings of ancient Egyptian culture. While normally housed in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, many of these treasures have been exhibited internationally. (image via Flickr) The 45.52-carat deep blue Hope Diamond is estimated to be worth between $250 - $350 million. It was ever so casually mailed to the Smithsonian in a plain brown wrapper via
registered mail by donor Harry Winston. It's one of the most visited museum objects in the world. (image via Wikimedia) This nude marble representation of Biblical hero David is a masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture that came to symbolize the defense of civil liberties embodied in the Republic of Florence. Created by Michelangelo, circa 1500,
David now lives at the Gallery of the Academy of Florence. (image via Wikimedia) One of the most famous of all ancient Greek sculptures, this representation of the goddess of love and beauty, Aphrodite (Venus), is named for the island Milos on which it was discovered. She is permanently housed at the Louvre in Paris. (image via Wikimedia) This
sculpted marble depiction of the Great Panathenaia was originally created to adorn the upper part of the Parthenon's inner chamber. Originally 525 feet long, it featured 378 figures & deities and over 200 animals. The Acropolis Museum housed 164 feet while another 262 feet can be found at the British museum. (image via Flickr) Now housed at the
Louvre, this relief featuring King Ashurnasirpal II is from the palace of Nimrud in Assyria where it covered part of an unbaked brick wall. This type of architecture was adopted in Assyria in the 9th century B.C. (image via Flickr) Residing in the British Museum, this 4,000-year-old clay tablet relays in cuneiform the 1750 B.C. copper merchant Nanni's
dissatisfaction with the quality assurance and service of El-nasir. It's the oldest customer service complaint discovered to date. (image via Flickr) This statue from the 6th- or 7th-centuryKhmer Kingdom depicts one member of the Hindu divine trinity. Vishnu appears with four arms holding objects that represent earth, wind, water, and fire. This
artifact resides at Angkor National Museum in Cambodia. (image via Wikimedia) The Aztec Sun Stone is a 24-ton sculpture honoring the sun god Tonatiuh that was carved in the 15th century and is now housed at Mexico's National Museum of Anthropology. It's sometimes called the Aztec calendar and has been reproduced on many products in the
modern era. (image via Wikimedia) An oil painting on canvas valued at more than $100 million, The Starry Nightby Vincent van Gogh is in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. It's regarded as one of Van Gogh's finest works and is one of the most recognized paintings in the history of Western culture. (image via
Flickr) These treasures aren't actually gold, but the 259 objects excavated from Troy during 1872-1890 area goldmine of culturally significant vessels, anthropomorphic figures, jewelry, and rock crystal artifacts. You can find them at the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow. (image via Wikimedia) The first $20 coin was minted in 1849. It's
the rarest US coin and is valued at around $20 million. The only known remaining example now resides in the National Numismatic Collections at the Smithsonian. (image via Wikimedia) Author Cheri Thriver Last Updated: March 15, 2018
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