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Tips,	tricks	&	ideas	for	a	better	home	and	yard,	delivered	to	your	inbox	daily.	A:	It’s	the	last	thing	you	want	on	a	sweltering	summer’s	day:	a	central	air	conditioner	not	blowing	cold	air.	While	your	first	reaction	to	air	conditioner	problems	may	be	to	contact	an	HVAC	pro,	with	a	little	of	your	own	AC	troubleshooting,	you	might	be	able	to	remedy	the
problem	and	save	on	a	costly	house	call.	Air	conditioning	systems	operate	on	a	basic	scientific	process	called	phase	conversion.		Refrigerant,	the	liquid	used	in	an	AC	system,	undergoes	a	continuous	cycle	of	evaporation	and	condensation	within	the	unit’s	sealed	coil	system.		The	unit’s	evaporative	coils,	which	are	usually	located	inside	your	home	near
a	blower	unit,	become	icy	cold	as	the	refrigerant	within	turns	from	a	liquid	to	a	gas.		The	unit’s	fan	blows	air	over	those	icy	coils,	which	forces	cooled	air	through	your	home’s	ducting.		The	gas	then	cycles	back	to	a	condenser	coil	unit	(located	outside),	where	it	cools	back	down	to	a	liquid	and	the	cycle	repeats	itself	over	and	over.	There	are	several
possible	causes	of	an	AC	system	that	is	blowing	warm	air.	The	following	are	a	few	things	to	check	when	your	air	conditioner	is	not	cooling	your	space.	Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	It	may	seem	simple,	but	sometimes	when	an	air	conditioner	is	running	but	not	cooling,	it	is	merely	the	result	of	someone	switching	a	home	thermostat	from
“Automatic”	to	“Fan.”		When	the	switch	is	set	to	“Automatic,”	the	thermostat	switches	on	the	air	conditioning	when	the	indoor	temperature	rises	above	the	desired	preset	temperature.	If	the	switch	was	accidentally	set	to	“Fan,”	the	unit	will	blow	air	through	the	duct	system,	but	no	cooling	will	take	place.	Easy	DIY	fix:	This	is	the	easiest	way	of	fixing
an	AC	system:	Check	and	reset	the	switch	from	“Fan”	to	“Automatic.”	Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	If	it’s	been	more	than	a	couple	of	months	since	you’ve	replaced	the	return-air	filters	in	your	AC	system,	they	may	be	clogged	and	dirty,	and	may	be	affecting	airflow.	When	filters	get	clogged	with	animal	fur	and	dust,	the	AC	system	can’t	draw	in
sufficient	air,	and	as	a	result,	only	a	wimpy	flow	of	air	comes	out.		“A	dirty	or	clogged	air	filter	is	one	of	the	most	common	reasons	why	your	air	conditioning	unit	isn’t	working	at	maximum	efficiency,	since	it	will	restrict	proper,	clean	airflow,”	says	Syed	Shahzer,	engineering	applications	and	training	manager	at	Bosch	Home	Comfort.		Easy	DIY	fix:
Remove	and	inspect	the	return-air	filter.	If	you	can’t	see	what’s	on	the	other	side,	either	clean	it	(if	it’s	washable)	or	replace	it.	Shahzer	says,	“You	should	be	either	cleaning	or	replacing	your	air	filter	at	least	once	every	3	months—or	every	2	months	if	you	have	indoor	pets.”		If	you	can	see	through	the	filter,	the	problem	with	your	AC	not	cooling	lies
elsewhere.		Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	Air	conditioners	work	in	part	by	removing	humidity	from	the	air	(through	condensation),	and	that	moisture	must	go	somewhere.	The	job	of	a	condensation	drain	hose	is	to	direct	that	moisture	to	a	floor	drain	or	to	the	outside	of	your	home,	depending	on	your	system.	Condensation	drains	are	subject	to
blockage	by	mold	and	algae	growth.	When	this	happens,	some	air	conditioners	won’t	blow	cold	air,	while	others	will	shut	down	completely.	Easy	DIY	fix:	Locate	the	end	of	the	condensation	drain	line	(it’s	often	in	a	utility	room)	and	visually	inspect	it	for	clogs.	If	you	see	a	clog,	carefully	clear	it	out	with	the	end	of	a	small	screwdriver	or	similar	narrow
item.		If	a	clog	forms	higher	in	the	line	where	you	can’t	reach	it,	applying	suction	to	the	end	of	the	line	will	usually	remove	it.	Use	the	hose	on	a	wet/dry	shop	vacuum—and	hold	your	hands	around	the	opening—to	create	sufficient	suction	between	the	two	hoses.		After	removing	a	mold	or	algae	clog,	pour	a	couple	of	cups	of	white	vinegar	into	the
condensation	pan	that	lies	beneath	the	evaporator	coils	in	the	inside	blower	unit	(learn	how	to	access	and	identify	the	coils	and	the	condensation	pan	below).	The	vinegar	will	kill	residual	mold	buildup	and	reduce	the	risk	of	future	clogs.	Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	In	a	central	AC	system,	the	main	blower	forces	cold	air	through	the	ducting	and
from	there	into	individual	rooms.	If	a	duct	somewhere	between	the	blower	and	a	room	register	(the	grille	that	covers	the	opening	of	an	HVAC	duct)	has	broken,	the	cold	air	could	be	blowing	out	before	it	reaches	the	room’s	register.	If	cool	air	is	blowing	from	some	registers	but	not	from	others,	there’s	a	good	chance	the	ducting	that	feeds	the	registers
is	at	fault.		Easy	DIY	fix:	If	you	have	an	unfinished	basement,	you	can	examine	the	ductwork	to	see	if	a	joint	has	come	loose.	If	so,	refit	the	ends	of	the	joint	and	tape	the	new	joint	securely	with	duct	tape.	If	a	ducting	joint	has	come	loose	within	a	finished	wall,	however,	you	won’t	be	able	to	easily	locate	it	and	it’s	best	to	call	an	HVAC	professional.
Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	If	dry	leaves	and	debris	have	piled	up	next	to	the	compressor	unit,	it	may	not	be	able	to	draw	in	sufficient	air.	To	find	out,	locate	the	compressor	unit,	which	will	typically	be	tucked	away	on	the	back	or	the	side	of	the	house,	where	it	won’t	draw	attention.		Easy	DIY	fix:	Clean	away	all	debris	or	anything	else	that	might
be	crowding	the	unit,	such	as	weeds	or	overgrown	vines.	To	ensure	peak	performance	of	your	air	conditioner,	don’t	place	anything	on	top	of	the	compressor.	Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	If	your	air	conditioner	is	working	but	not	cooling,	dirty	coils	may	be	the	culprit.	The	typical	AC	system	has	two	sets	of	coils:	condenser	coils,	which	are	located	in
the	outside	compressor	unit,	and	evaporator	coils,	which	are	encased	near	the	indoor	blower	unit.	When	either	set	of	coils	becomes	dirty	or	covered	with	mold	and	debris,	cold	air	output	can	suffer.	Cleaning	the	AC	coils	involves	removing	the	metal	enclosures	that	protect	them.	Easy	DIY	fix:	If	you	don’t	feel	comfortable	opening	the	AC	units	you	can
hire	a	pro	to	clean	them.	If	you’d	like	to	try	cleaning	the	coils	on	your	own,	however,	follow	these	steps:	Shut	off	the	power	to	both	the	exterior	and	interior	units	at	the	breaker	panel.	Each	one	will	be	on	a	separate	breaker.	Follow	the	AC	manufacturer’s	directions	for	removing	the	exterior	compressor	cage	or	the	metal	panels	that	house	the
evaporator	coils.	To	clean	interior	(evaporator)	coils,	spray	a	non-rinse	evaporator	coil	cleaner	such	as	Nu-Calgon	Evap	Foam	No	Rinse	onto	the	coils,	which	resemble	U-shaped	copper	or	steel	tubes.	The	non-rinse	cleaner	foams	up	on	the	coils	and	dissolves	dirt	and	grime	before	liquefying	and	running	into	a	condensation	pan	that	empties	into	the
condensation	drain	hose.	To	clean	exterior	(condenser)	coils,	spray	the	coils	and	the	thin	metal	fins	that	surround	them	with	a	condenser	coil	cleaner	such	as	Nu-Calgon’s	Nu-Blast	Condenser	Coil	Cleaner.	This	cleaner	is	different	from	evaporator	coil	cleaner	and	will	require	rinsing	with	a	hose.	Follow	the	product	directions	carefully.	“One	summer,
my	AC	wasn’t	cooling,	and	I	assumed	it	was	low	on	refrigerant.	Before	calling	a	technician,	I	removed	the	front	panel	and	found	a	block	of	ice	inside	the	evaporator	coils,	despite	the	hot	weather.	The	culprit?	A	clogged	air	filter	restricting	airflow.	A	simple	filter	replacement	and	letting	the	ice	fully	melt	(by	running	just	the	fan	for	a	few	hours)	got	my
AC	working	again.	If	your	AC	stops	cooling,	check	for	ice	before	assuming	a	major	issue.”	—Paul	Rankin,	Contributing	Editor	and	Writer	If	you’ve	recently	added	on	to	your	living	space	or	purchased	a	new	cooling	unit	and	the	AC	is	not	reaching	the	desired	temperature,	then	the	unit	may	not	be	sized	properly	for	the	space.	“If	your	unit	is	running
long	cooling	cycles	and/or	is	not	able	to	effectively	cool	your	space	when	it	should,	then	your	unit	may	be	too	small,”	says	Shahzer.	“You	may	also	notice	a	lot	of	humidity	and	sticky	air.”	A	general	rule	is	that	1	ton	of	cooling	(12,000	BTUs)	is	needed	for	every	400	square	feet	of	space.	But	that’s	a	general	rule,	and	conditions	depend	on	the	climate,
windows,	the	number	of	people	in	the	space,	and	other	lifestyle	factors.	Jeff	Ault,	virtual	HVAC	expert	with	home	service	company	Frontdoor,	explains:	“Less	than	ideal	humidity	and	temperature	are	factors	affecting	the	AC	performance,	and	if	the	humidity	and	temperature	never	seem	to	achieve	the	desired	comfort	level,	the	system	may	not	be	sized
correctly.”	He	adds,	“Note	that	your	HVAC	contractor	(or	a	Frontdoor	expert)	can	access	software	that	takes	in	data	and	a	home’s	factors	to	calculate	the	proper	sizing.”		Photo:	Tom	Fenenga	for	Bob	Vila	A	blown	fuse	or	tripped	circuit	breaker	is	usually	a	symptom	of	a	larger	problem	since	it’s	there	to	protect	the	electrical	system	when	the	motor
fails.	If	the	circuit	is	tripped	and	you’ve	gone	through	all	of	the	other	fixes	above,	you	may	need	to	contact	a	professional	to	investigate	the	issue.		“A	blown	fuse	or	tripped	breaker	is	a	symptom	of	a	problem.	An	HVAC	technician	would	be	needed	to	determine	why	this	situation	occurred	and	how	to	address	it	so	the	home	system	is	functioning
properly,”	says	Ault.	If	the	air	conditioner	is	not	blowing	cold	air	but	running	and	you’ve	tried	all	of	the	methods	above	to	increase	its	output,	your	AC	unit	may	just	be	low	on	refrigerant.	Unlike	the	other	fixes	above,	this	isn’t	a	typical	DIY	job.	It	requires	safety	gear,	and	getting	it	wrong	may	mean	having	to	replace	the	AC	unit	altogether.	It’s	also	a
job	that	shouldn’t	be	put	off.			“This	can	also	quickly	lead	to	more	expensive	energy	bills	since	your	unit	is	working	overtime	to	properly	cool	your	home	but	lacking	the	basic	materials,”	Shahzer	says.	In	addition,	it	can	lead	to	other	issues.		“When	the	system	is	completely	out	of	refrigerant,	modern	units	will	activate	an	‘LPS’	(low-pressure	switch)	that
will	shut	the	unit	off	to	protect	the	compressor.	You	can	tell	this	is	happening	when	there	is	air	coming	out	of	the	vents,	but	it	will	not	be	cold,	and	the	outdoor	unit	will	not	be	running,”	says	Ault	of	Frontdoor.	If	you’ve	gone	through	the	DIY	steps	above	and	your	AC	system	is	still	not	cooling,	the	problem	could	be	leaking	refrigerant	or	a	failed
compressor	unit.	As	we’ve	said,	refrigerants	are	federally	regulated	and	may	only	be	handled	by	a	licensed	HVAC	professional—you	couldn’t	replace	them	yourself	if	you	wanted	to.	At	this	point,	it’s	time	to	call	a	pro.		If	the	issue	is	an	AC	unit	not	blowing	cold	air	and	your	AC	system	is	more	than	10	years	old,	you	may	have	a	failed	compressor	and
might	need	to	purchase	a	new	system.	Again,	this	is	an	issue	that	can	only	be	diagnosed	by	the	pros,	so	make	the	call.	When	an	AC	unit	is	not	blowing	cold	air,	there	are	many	possible	causes	that	can	easily	be	fixed	without	the	help	of	a	professional.	From	changing	the	filter	to	checking	the	thermostat	settings	to	cleaning	the	coils,	there	is	much	that
you	can	do	to	get	your	air	conditioner	working	again	quickly	and	keep	your	home	cool.	“The	best	thing	a	homeowner	can	do	is	to	keep	their	system	clean	with	regular	filter	changes,	rinsing	the	coils	on	outdoor	units,	and	cleaning	out	the	drain	line	with	a	shop	vac,”	says	Ault.	However,	if	you’ve	tried	all	of	the	air	conditioner	troubleshooting	and	DIY
fixes	and	your	AC	is	still	not	working,	it’s	time	to	call	a	professional	for	an	evaluation.	And	remember	these	wise	words	from	Shahzer:	“Always	keep	an	eye	out	for	warning	signs.	Things	like	weird	noises,	bad	smells,	warm	air	and/or	humidity,	and	lots	of	condensation	are	not	normal,	so	don’t	ignore	them.”	If	the	pro	says	it’s	time	for	a	new	AC,	be	sure
to	research	his	or	her	recommendations	in	our	guide	to	the	best	air	conditioner	brands.	Q.	Should	I	turn	off	the	AC	if	it’s	not	cooling?	Turning	off	the	AC	is	usually	helpful	and	sometimes	required	to	safely	investigate	some	of	the	possible	issues	with	an	AC	system	not	cooling.	If	the	thermostat	setting	is	the	issue,	it’s	not	necessary	to	turn	off	the	AC.		Q.
Why	is	my	AC	blowing	cold	air	but	not	cooling	the	house?	If	the	air	conditioner	is	blowing	cold	air	but	not	cooling	the	house,	the	home	could	be	leaking	air	to	the	outside.	Check	that	all	windows	and	doors	are	closed.	If	the	air	feels	cooler	than	the	room	temperature	but	is	not	as	cool	as	desired,	this	could	just	be	the	fan	blowing.		Q.	How	do	I	know	if
my	AC	compressor	is	bad?	If	the	blowing	air	is	warm	or	if	you	hear	loud	noises	or	vibrations	when	starting	the	air	conditioner,	then	the	compressor	may	be	going	bad.		Q.	How	do	I	reset	my	air	conditioner?	Turn	off	the	power	to	the	air	conditioner	at	the	breaker	panel,	press	the	reset	button	on	the	unit	for	a	few	seconds,	and	then	turn	the	unit	back	on.
Check	the	user’s	manual	for	your	particular	unit	for	specific	instructions.	Q.	How	long	does	it	take	for	an	AC	unit	to	reset?	Most	experts	recommend	waiting	about	30	minutes	after	pushing	the	reset	button	before	turning	the	unit	back	on.				Whether	you’re	selling	or	staying,	everyone	can	get	something	out	of	a	kitchen	update.	Learn	why	we	consider
this	renovation	the	Most	Valuable	Project	of	2025	and	how	to	stay	on	budget.			Few	things	are	more	frustrating	than	looking	for	refuge	from	the	summer	heat,	stepping	into	your	home,	and	finding	that	your	AC	is	not	cooling	your	living	space.	Several	causes,	including	thermostat	problems,	clogged	filters,	electrical	problems,	and	AC	compressor	or
blower	motor	issues	could	be	responsible	for	your	AC	not	producing	cold	air.		HVAC	maintenance	can	be	challenging	for	even	the	most	experienced	DIYer.	The	top	HVAC	experts	in	your	area	can	take	the	guesswork	out	of	repairing	your	system.	Learn	more	about	how	to	diagnose	these	HVAC	issues,	then	use	the	tool	below	to	find	a	local	pro.	There
are	seven	main	causes	for	your	air	conditioning	system	failing	to	blow	cold	air.	These	include:	Blocked	or	clogged	condenser	and	evaporator	coils	Compressor	issues	Dirty	or	clogged	air	filters	Duct	problems	Electrical	issues	Low	refrigerant	levels	Thermostat	issues	In	the	sections	below,	we’ll	explain	some	of	the	common	AC	issues	and	how	to	fix
them.	Condenser	coils	hold	gaseous	refrigerant	and	are	located	in	your	condenser	unit	outside.	The	condenser	increases	pressure	on	the	refrigerant	inside	the	coils,	which	causes	it	to	condense	into	a	gas.	This	chemical	reaction	releases	heat,	which	is	transferred	to	the	exterior	air	through	the	copper	condenser	coils.	Since	they’re	located	outside,
condenser	coils	can	get	caked	in	dirt	and	other	debris	like	leaves,	twigs,	and	grass	clipppings,	insulating	the	copper	AC	pipes	and	reducing	how	much	heat	they	can	transfer	to	the	exterior	air.	Poor	condenser	coil	performance	results	in	the	refrigerant	remaining	in	gas	form	for	longer	and	less	heat	being	pumped	outside.	That	leads	to	your	AC	blowing
warm	or	hot	air.	To	prevent	your	condenser	coils	from	getting	clogged	or	blocked,	you	should	clean	them	twice	a	season	—	ideally,	once	in	the	spring	and	once	in	the	fall.	We	recommend	hiring	a	professional	to	carry	out	this	process	as	part	of	your	routine	AC	maintenance,	as	improper	or	incomplete	cleaning	may	not	fix	your	issue.	The	compressor	is
part	of	the	outdoor	equipment	that	makes	up	your	AC	system.	When	heated	refrigerant	gets	sent	outside,	the	compressor	uses	pressure	changes	to	condense	the	refrigerant	back	to	a	liquid.	In	the	process,	it	uses	fans	to	release	the	heat	collected	from	your	living	space	to	the	exterior	of	your	home.	If	your	compressor	fails,	hot	refrigerant	will	make	its
way	back	into	your	home	in	a	gaseous	form.	Since	the	gas	cannot	“boil”	and	absorb	heat,	air	won’t	be	cooled.	The	result	is	your	AC	blowing	hot	or	warm	air.	There	are	a	few	things	you	can	look	for	to	diagnose	problems	with	your	AC’s	compressor,	including	the	following:	Growling	or	grinding	noises	coming	from	your	outdoor	unit	Reduced	airflow
from	your	air	conditioner	Warm	air	coming	out	of	your	AC	Compressors	are	a	critical	part	of	your	AC	system,	not	only	because	they	control	cooling	but	also	because	problems	can	lead	to	electrical	issues	in	your	home,	like	blown	circuits	and	an	increased	risk	of	electrical	fire	if	your	compressor	is	working	overtime	to	try	to	cool	your	home.
Compressors	are	complicated	pieces	of	the	AC	puzzle,	so	professional	maintenance	or	repair	is	required	if	you	suspect	an	issue	with	your	compressor.	Related:	Does	Your	Home	Air	Conditioner	Start	Cold	Then	Get	Warm?	Another	of	the	most	common	causes	for	your	AC	blowing	warm	air	or	failing	to	cool	is	poor	airflow	through	your	air	filters.	Your
filters	catch	dust	and	debris	—	including	pet	hair,	dander,	and	pollen	—	to	prevent	the	recirculation	of	these	contaminants	in	your	indoor	air.	Over	time,	your	air	filters	will	naturally	get	clogged	with	debris,	and	clogging	restricts	airflow	through	them.	Since	your	AC	relies	on	cool	air	blowing	into	your	living	space,	reduced	airflow	will	cause	less	cool
air	to	enter	your	home.	The	result	is	reduced	cooling	efficiency,	which	not	only	leaves	your	home	warmer	than	you’d	like	but	also	puts	added	strain	on	your	AC’s	blower	motor	and	other	components.	Clean	or	replace	your	AC’s	air	filters	at	the	start	of	each	cooling	season	and	once	leading	into	the	heating	season.	Doing	so	will	reduce	airflow
restrictions	in	your	system,	preventing	undue	stress	on	your	equipment	and	increasing	the	cool-air	flow	into	your	home	to	maintain	a	comfortable	temperature.	Your	AC	unit’s	evaporator	coils	are	inside	the	air	handler	(indoor	unit)	behind	the	air	filter.	They	are	filled	with	refrigerant	that	removes	heat	from	the	air	in	your	home.	As	warm	air	blows	over
these	coils,	the	refrigerant	inside	absorbs	the	heat,	cooling	the	air.	Over	time,	dust,	dirt,	and	other	debris	can	accumulate	on	the	coils,	reducing	their	ability	to	absorb	heat	effectively.	If	you’re	not	good	about	changing	your	HVAC	filter,	your	evaporator	coils	will	get	caked	in	dust	and	dirt.	This	can	lead	to	your	AC	blowing	warm	air	or	not	cooling	your
home	sufficiently.	To	prevent	your	evaporator	coils	from	getting	dirty,	ensure	you	check	and	replace	your	filter	routinely.	Also,	get	them	inspected	and	cleaned	by	an	HVAC	tech	as	part	of	your	routine	AC	maintenance.	If	you	suspect	dirty	evaporator	coils	are	causing	your	AC	problems,	contact	an	HVAC	company	right	away.	A	common	reason	for	your
AC	failing	to	cool	your	home	lies	in	the	ductwork	that	travels	behind	your	walls.	The	AC	ducts	carry	cooled	air	from	your	indoor	air	conditioning	unit	throughout	your	home,	so	issues	with	your	ducts	can	prevent	that	cool	air	from	reaching	your	living	space.	There	are	a	few	problems	you	might	experience	that	cause	your	ducts	to	deliver	warm	air	to
your	home,	including	the	following:	Air	leaks:	Over	time,	your	air	ducts,	which	are	lightweight	and	somewhat	fragile,	can	shake	loose	from	vibration	and	continuous	changes	in	temperature	and	humidity,	especially	along	the	seams.	If	you	have	leaks	in	your	ducts,	your	cooled	air	will	be	lost	to	the	space	behind	your	walls	or	in	your	attic,	which	results
in	less	cool	air	for	your	living	space.	Blockages:	Blockages	in	your	ducts	can	restrict	airflow,	which	means	less	of	the	cool	air	from	your	AC	unit	makes	its	way	to	your	living	space.	This	could	be	the	issue	if	your	AC	is	blowing	moderately	cool	air.	Partial	blockages	can	result	from	animals	that	have	crawled	into	your	ducts	and	died,	dirt	and	debris
buildup,	and	faulty	zone	dampers.	Poor	insulation:	Ductwork	should	be	insulated	to	prevent	the	cool	air	from	heating	up	while	traveling	from	your	indoor	unit	to	your	living	space.	If	the	insulation	breaks	down,	gets	damaged	by	animals	or	age,	or	is	installed	improperly,	you	could	feel	insufficiently	cool	air	coming	from	your	AC.	Problems	with	ductwork
often	involve	getting	behind	your	walls	or	into	your	attic	and	diagnosing	problems	using	advanced	equipment.	It’s	best	to	leave	this	work	to	professionals,	especially	since	errors	with	DIY	solutions	can	lead	to	additional	cooling	problems	and	decreased	home	energy	efficiency.	We	recommend	getting	your	ductwork	checked	by	a	professional	at	least
once	a	year	during	your	annual	AC	tune-up.	Some	electrical	issues	could	cause	your	AC	to	stop	functioning	correctly.	Some	signs	that	electrical	problems	are	causing	your	AC	not	to	blow	cool	air	include	the	following:	High	electric	bills:	If	you	notice	that	your	energy	bills	increase	unexpectedly,	there	could	be	a	broader	issue	with	your	electrical
system	that	leads	to	your	AC	malfunctioning.	Electrical	issues	can	cause	problems	with	AC	and	thermostat	communication,	leaving	your	system	running	when	it	shouldn’t	or	slowing	down	its	reaction	to	changes	in	temperature	in	your	home.	The	result	is	a	system	that	fights	to	keep	up	with	demand	and	uses	more	energy	to	condition	the	air	in	your
home.	Single	breaker	trip:	It’s	possible	that	an	electrical	surge	caused	your	circuit	to	get	tripped,	which	means	your	AC	shuts	down	entirely.	If	your	AC	isn’t	blowing	any	air,	this	could	be	the	problem	and	is	an	easy	fix.	Multiple	breaker	trips:	If	the	electrical	circuit	for	your	AC	system	continues	to	get	tripped	without	power	outages	occurring	in	your
area,	there’s	likely	an	issue	with	the	electrical	components	of	your	AC.	If	so,	leave	the	breaker	tripped	and	call	a	professional	in	for	service.	Trying	to	fix	this	problem	yourself	could	leave	you	at	risk	of	electrical	shock	and	increase	the	likelihood	of	an	electrical	fire.	Faulty	compressor:	The	compressor	pumps	liquid/gas	refrigerant	through	your	AC
system.	If	the	compressor	fails,	the	refrigerant	won’t	circulate	properly,	leading	to	it	not	cooling.	Signs	of	a	faulty	compressor	include	unusual	noises	coming	from	the	outdoor	unit,	the	AC	not	turning	on,	and	the	AC	running	but	not	cooling.	Broken	Capacitor:	Capacitors	provide	the	initial	energy	needed	to	start	your	compressor,	blower	motor,	and
outdoor	fan	motor	in	your	AC	unit.	If	one	of	these	capacitors	fails,	the	corresponding	motor	may	not	start	or	may	run	inefficiently,	leading	to	a	hot	home.	Signs	of	a	broken	capacitor	include	humming	noises	coming	from	the	AC	unit	or	the	motor	not	starting.	Failed	Outdoor	Disconnect:	The	outdoor	disconnect	is	a	switch	that	provides	power	to	the
outdoor	unit.	If	the	disconnect	fails,	your	outdoor	unit	will	not	receive	power	and	won’t	run,	even	if	the	indoor	unit	is	working.	This	will	lead	to	your	AC	not	cooling	your	home	at	all.	Malfunctioning	Contactor:	The	contactor	is	an	electrical	switch	that	controls	the	flow	of	electricity	to	your	air	conditioner’s	compressor	and	outdoor	fan	motor.	If	the
contactor	malfunctions,	these	components	won’t	get	power.	Refrigerant	is	a	critical	part	of	your	AC	system.	Without	sufficient	refrigerant,	your	AC	won’t	cool	your	home.	This	chemical	—	usually	Freon,	also	called	R-22	—	can	easily	convert	from	a	liquid	to	a	gas	and	back	again.		When	liquid	refrigerant	is	delivered	to	your	interior	AC	equipment,	a
pressure	change	causes	it	to	boil	and	convert	to	a	gas,	a	chemical	process	that	pulls	heat	from	the	surrounding	air.	The	result	is	cooled	interior	air.	Read	our	guide	to	home	air	conditioner	recharge	costs	to	learn	about	how	much	you	should	expect	to	pay	for	refrigerant	refills.	The	refrigerant	in	gas	form	then	gets	pumped	to	your	outdoor	condenser,
which,	as	the	name	implies,	condenses	the	refrigerant	back	to	liquid	form.	This	process	also	involves	a	pressure	change	using	fans	blowing	over	the	condenser	coils.	The	condensation	releases	energy	in	the	form	of	heat	to	the	exterior	air.	The	refrigerant	is	then	pumped	back	inside	to	repeat	the	process.		There	are	a	few	things	that	can	cause	issues
with	your	refrigerant	levels,	including	the	following:	Improper	installation:	When	your	AC	is	installed,	great	care	must	be	taken	not	to	damage	the	refrigerant	lines.	Any	issue	during	the	installation	—	or	even	when	your	equipment	is	shipped	or	transported	to	your	home	—	can	lead	to	refrigerant	problems.	Refrigerant	leak:	The	pipes	containing	your
refrigerant	can	become	damaged	over	time	from	repeated	use	or	trauma.	If	a	pipe	gets	pinched	or	cracked,	the	refrigerant	can	leak	into	the	atmosphere,	leaving	your	AC	unable	to	cool	your	home.	Since	refrigerant	evaporates	easily	into	the	air,	spotting	a	leak	is	difficult.	Instead,	you’ll	need	to	look	for	frozen	evaporator	coils,	a	failing	compressor
motor,	a	noisy	AC,	and	your	AC	blowing	hot	or	room-temperature	air.	Freon	leaks	inside	the	house	can	potentially	cause	health	issues.	If	you	suspect	your	issue	is	with	your	refrigerant,	you’ll	need	an	expert	to	address	the	problem	for	you.	They	have	special	equipment	to	detect	refrigerant	leaks	and	refill	the	refrigerant,	so	contact	a	professional
immediately	if	you	suspect	this	is	the	reason	your	AC	is	not	cooling	your	home.	Your	thermostat	is	the	portion	of	your	heating	and	cooling	system	that	measures	the	temperature	in	your	living	space	and	tells	your	heating	or	cooling	equipment	to	turn	on	and	off.	When	the	thermostat	is	set	to	“cool,”	it	will	turn	on	your	AC	when	your	interior
temperature	gets	above	a	certain	temperature	and	shut	it	off	once	it	reaches	the	target	temperature	or	slightly	below	it.	Issues	with	your	thermostat	could	be	the	culprit	behind	your	AC	failing	to	cool	your	home.	If	the	thermostat	isn’t	properly	activating	your	HVAC	system	when	the	temperature	exceeds	the	desired	range,	your	AC	won’t	turn	on	to
begin	cooling.	There	are	a	few	issues	that	you	could	be	having	with	your	thermostat.	These	include	the	following:	Battery	failure:	Most	thermostats	are	hardwired	into	your	home	but	also	have	backup	batteries	to	save	your	heating	and	cooling	preferences	in	the	event	of	a	power	outage.	If	your	battery	dies	and	you	experience	a	blackout,	your	preset
temperatures	could	be	lost	and	reset	to	higher	than	you’d	like.	The	result	could	be	that	your	thermostat	fails	to	trigger	your	AC	to	turn	on.	Calibration	issues:	Your	thermostat	relies	on	a	thermistor,	which	measures	electrical	resistance	changes	based	on	the	temperature	in	the	room,	to	detect	temperature.	You	could	get	inaccurate	room	temperature
readings	if	the	thermistor	isn’t	calibrated	properly.	If	those	readings	are	too	low,	your	thermostat	won’t	trigger	your	AC	to	turn	on	to	start	cooling.	Poor	thermostat	placement:	Many	thermostats	only	have	thermistors	inside,	which	means	the	temperature	where	your	thermostat	is	located	provides	the	only	reading	to	trigger	your	AC	to	come	on.	If	your
thermostat	is	in	an	area	that’s	near	your	AC	or	in	a	naturally	cool	area	of	your	home,	it	won’t	trigger	your	AC	to	come	on	as	often	as	it	should	to	keep	the	rest	of	your	house	comfortable.	Since	your	thermostat	is	a	critical	part	of	your	AC	system,	you	should	perform	routine	maintenance	and	battery	replacements	to	keep	it	in	good	working	order.	Since
thermostat	repairs	can	be	the	most	cost-effective	solution	for	your	AC	not	cooling	your	home,	we	recommend	you	check	it	first	for	issues	if	your	AC	isn’t	working.	The	blower	motor	is	responsible	for	circulating	the	cooled	air	from	your	AC	unit	throughout	your	home	via	the	ductwork.	If	the	blower	motor	is	failing,	you	may	experience	reduced	airflow
or	no	air	coming	from	your	vents	at	all,	even	if	the	AC	is	running.	Signs	of	a	failing	blower	motor	include	weak	airflow	from	vents,	abnormal	noises	from	the	indoor	unit,	and	your	home	never	cooling	down	despite	the	AC	running	24/7.	If	you	suspect	a	failing	blower	motor,	turn	off	your	AC	and	call	your	local	HVAC	company	to	come	take	a	look.	The
outdoor	fan	motor	is	located	in	your	AC’s	condenser	unit	and	is	responsible	for	blowing	air	across	the	condenser	coils	to	expel	the	absorbed	heat	outside.	If	the	fan	motor	fails,	heat	will	not	be	effectively	released	from	the	refrigerant,	causing	your	AC	to	blow	warm	air	or	not	cool	your	home	properly.	Here	are	the	top	signs	of	a	failing	condenser	fan:
The	outdoor	unit	running	but	the	fan	not	spinning	Strange	noises	coming	from	the	outdoor	unit,	such	as	grinding	or	screeching	The	AC	runs	continuously	without	cooling	your	home	If	you	suspect	a	bad	outdoor	fan	motor,	turn	off	your	AC	and	contact	an	HVAC	professional	for	diagnosis	and	repair.	Attempting	to	fix	this	issue	yourself	can	be	dangerous
due	to	the	electrical	components	involved.	AC	Maintenance	Tips	Problems	with	your	AC	blowing	hot	air	can	be	frustrating,	especially	since	the	solutions	can	be	expensive.	It’s	much	more	cost-effective	to	carry	out	routine	maintenance	than	it	is	to	wait	for	a	serious	problem	to	occur	and	then	pay	for	a	repair.		Routine	maintenance	on	your	system	and
properly	cleaning	your	AC	ensures	that	your	living	space	remains	cool	and	comfortable.	It	also	helps	improve	your	home’s	energy	efficiency,	reducing	energy	bills,	saving	you	money	over	time,	and	reducing	the	strain	on	the	environment.	Preventative	maintenance	will	also	keep	your	system	running	and	help	avoid	outages.	Below	are	some	things	you
can	do	in	the	way	of	routine	maintenance	to	keep	your	AC	running	properly:	Vacuum	and	dust	frequently:	Keeping	your	home	clean	is	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to	keep	your	AC	unit	working	well.	Routine	cleaning	prevents	dust,	pet	hair,	etc.,	from	entering	your	ductwork	and	clogging	your	filter,	coils,	and	ductwork.	Clean	ducts	regularly:	Routine	duct
cleaning	at	least	once	yearly	will	reduce	stress	on	your	system,	help	avoid	outages,	and	keep	the	air	circulating	in	your	home	as	clean	as	possible.	Get	routine	maintenance:	A	tune-up	and	inspection	once	a	year	on	your	AC	system	can	help	avoid	issues	like	failing	to	cool,	cut	down	on	repair	costs,	and	extend	your	system’s	life.	During	routine	AC
service,	the	HVAC	technician	will	perform	duct	inspections,	check	fan	belt	tension,	clean	coils,	check	refrigerant	pressure,	and	lubricate	moving	parts	to	keep	your	system	in	tip-top	shape.	Replace	filters:	One	of	the	easiest	things	you	can	do	to	cut	down	on	AC	maintenance	costs	and	issues	with	cooling	is	to	replace	your	filters	at	least	twice	a	year,
once	in	the	spring	and	once	in	the	fall.	You	can	do	this	for	very	little	money,	which	will	help	you	avoid	much	more	costly	problems	resulting	from	air	restriction	and	damaged	fan	motors.	If	you	find	that	your	AC	isn’t	cooling	your	home,	we	strongly	recommend	hiring	an	HVAC	contractor	to	carry	out	a	system	diagnosis	and	any	necessary	repairs.	Air
conditioners	are	complicated,	and,	as	you	can	see	from	the	issues	we’ve	mentioned	above,	a	lot	can	go	wrong	that	can	lead	to	a	similar	set	of	symptoms.	If	your	AC	isn’t	cooling	your	living	space	or	is	blowing	hot	air,	it’s	best	to	have	an	HVAC	technician	look	at	your	system,	troubleshoot	the	problem,	and	carry	out	a	solution	for	a	permanent	fix.
Additionally,	having	a	pro	do	routine	maintenance	on	your	system	at	least	once	a	year	will	significantly	reduce	AC	repair	costs	and	outages	and	will	help	improve	your	home’s	energy	efficiency.	Plan	on	cleaning	or	replacing	your	AC	filters	at	least	twice	a	year.	The	optimal	schedule	for	doing	so	is	once	at	the	beginning	of	the	cooling	season	and	then
once	before	you	switch	your	system	to	heat.	The	typical	central	air	conditioning	system	is	expected	to	last	between	15	and	20	years,	although	some	systems	experience	major	issues	before	this	timeframe,	and	others	last	for	many	years	beyond	it.	One	of	the	easiest	and	most	affordable	ways	to	extend	the	life	of	your	system	is	to	have	tune-ups	and
preventative	maintenance	done	at	least	once	per	year	and	get	issues	addressed	as	quickly	as	possible.	Issues	with	your	AC	thermostat	can	stem	from	various	problems,	including	a	loss	of	presets	due	to	a	power	outage	and	battery	failure,	calibration	issues	with	the	thermistor,	or	poor	placement	of	the	thermostat,	which	causes	inaccurate	indoor
temperature	readings.	First,	you	can	confirm	that	you	have	power	in	your	home	and	check	to	see	if	your	preferred	thermostat	settings	got	wiped	out	from	a	blackout.	If	they	did,	replace	the	battery	and	redo	your	presets.	Next,	you	should	check	to	ensure	your	thermostat	is	set	to	“cool.”	This	simple	issue	can	stem	from	forgetting	to	switch	from	“heat”
to	“cool”	at	the	turn	of	the	season.	If	neither	of	these	is	the	issue,	we	strongly	recommend	having	a	professional	HVAC	tech	assess	your	system.	Other	problems	can	include	electrical	issues	or	problems	with	other	AC	components,	which	are	complicated	and	potentially	dangerous	to	fix	yourself.	If	your	AC	has	low	refrigerant,	you	will	likely	notice	your
unit	blowing	room	temperature	or	hot	air.	You	may	also	notice	your	energy	bills	spike	as	your	unit	tries	to	keep	up	with	the	demand	for	cooling	without	refrigerant.	You	may	also	notice	a	hissing	noise	coming	from	your	outdoor	unit,	ice	forming	on	the	evaporator	lines	on	your	indoor	unit,	or	your	AC	continuously	running	to	try	to	keep	up	with	demand.
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recent	coverage.Discover	The	CollectionCurated,	compelling,	and	worth	your	time.	Explore	our	latest	gallery	of	Editors’	Picks.Browse	Editors'	Favorites	We’ve	all	been	there:	The	first	summer	heat	wave	comes	to	town	and	your	air	conditioner	stops	cooling,	leaving	you	stranded	in	the	heat.	Air	conditioners	work	hard	year	after	year,	but	they	do
require	a	little	upkeep	and	maintenance	to	run	their	best.	If	your	air	conditioner’s	not	cooling	properly,	there	are	a	number	of	potential	reasons.	Some	are	simple,	while	others	may	require	a	service	call	from	a	certified	HVAC	technician.	Here,	we’ve	outlined	7	potential	reasons	for	your	conditioner	not	cooling—and	how	to	remedy	them.	Credit:
CRobertson	/	Getty	Images	To	avoid	your	air	conditioning	going	out	as	soon	as	a	heat	wave	arrives,	keep	tabs	on	your	system	to	ensure	it’s	running	optimally	before	summer	approaches.	Here	are	some	signs	that	may	indicate	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	is	struggling,	so	you	can	catch	the	problem	before	the	unit	goes	out:	Whether	you	use	a	smart
thermostat	or	a	basic	thermostat,	your	air	conditioner’s	cooling	issues	could	solely	be	a	result	of	an	improperly	set	thermostat.	Adjust	your	thermostat	to	run	the	AC	at	your	desired	temperature.	Switch	the	fan	setting	to	"On"	to	check	that	the	fan	is	working.	When	in	doubt,	reference	your	thermostat’s	owner’s	manual	to	ensure	you’re	using	it
properly.	If	you	find	that	your	thermostat	is	set	properly	but	not	communicating	with	your	HVAC	unit,	the	thermostat	itself	could	be	broken.	This	is	more	probable	if	you’re	dealing	with	an	older	thermostat.	Luckily,	replacing	thermostats	is	a	simple	process	that	most	homeowners	can	tackle	themselves.	While	you’re	at	it,	consider	installing	a	smart
thermostat	for	more	control	over	your	home’s	heating	and	cooling.	Whenever	replacing	electrical	components,	always	turn	off	the	breaker	associated	with	the	electrical	component	and	double-check	using	an	electrical	tester	before	proceeding.	Your	HVAC	unit’s	return	filter	is	responsible	for	trapping	all	of	the	hair,	dirt,	dust,	and	other	particles	that
move	through	your	system,	preventing	them	from	reaching	the	evaporator	coils	and	causing	severe	issues.	The	return	filter	is	designed	to	be	replaced	regularly.	Every	home	has	different	recommended	intervals	for	replacing	return	filters,	dependent	on	several	factors.	For	instance,	homes	with	pets	could	need	a	new	filter	monthly.	If	your	filter	is
dirty,	swap	it	for	a	new	one	to	help	your	air	conditioner	cool	more	effectively.	The	condenser	coil,	located	on	the	outside	unit,	is	responsible	for	removing	the	heat	from	your	house.	If	the	coils	get	blocked	by	dirt	and	debris,	they	can’t	operate	as	needed,	which	results	in	inefficient	heat	dissipation.	Clean	your	condenser	coils	to	get	your	air	conditioning
properly	cooling	again.	The	evaporator	coil,	located	on	the	inside	unit,	is	responsible	for	cooling	the	air	that	is	then	blown	into	your	home.	These	coils	have	a	tendency	to	freeze	up,	which	can	reduce	or	totally	compromise	their	function.	To	determine	if	your	coils	are	frozen,	look	for	excess	condensate	around	the	interior	unit,	frost	forming	around	the
coil	cabinet,	or	even	ice	around	the	exterior	tubing.	To	defrost	the	coils,	turn	off	your	unit.	Depending	on	the	size	and	location	of	your	unit,	it	could	take	at	least	24	hours	to	totally	defrost.	If	your	evaporator	coils	freeze	again	soon	after	you	defrost	them,	contact	an	HVAC	technician	to	examine	the	unit	and	determine	the	underlying	cause.	Without
refrigerant,	your	air	conditioning	system	can’t	cool	the	air.	Even	a	small	refrigerant	leak	can	drastically	impact	your	air	conditioner’s	ability	to	cool.	Refrigerant	works	by	flowing	through	the	air	conditioner’s	coils,	where	it	repeatedly	changes	from	liquid	to	gas	and	back	again.	The	process	removes	the	heat	and	blows	it	away	with	the	outside	unit’s
fan.	When	the	system	is	low	on	refrigerant	due	to	a	leak,	it	can	no	longer	transfer	the	heat.	Adding	refrigerant	to	your	home’s	AC	unit	is	a	job	that’s	better	left	to	the	professionals.	Not	all	air	conditioners	are	the	same	size,	just	as	not	all	houses	are	the	same	size.	If	your	air	conditioner	seems	to	work	well	at	the	beginning	and	end	of	summer	but
struggles	during	the	hotter	months,	it	could	be	that	the	unit	itself	is	undersized	for	your	home.	This	could	be	a	result	of	improper	sizing	upon	initial	installation	or	because	you	built	an	addition	and	didn’t	supplement	or	upgrade	your	unit.	If	this	is	the	case,	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	a	properly	sized	unit.	In	some	cases,	you	can	supplement	an
undersized	air	conditioner	with	ductless	units	installed	in	hotter	areas	of	the	home,	which	can	be	a	more	cost-effective	solution.	If	these	simple	fixes	don’t	get	your	conditioning	cooling	again,	contact	a	professional	to	take	a	look.	Air	conditioners	rely	on	several	integral	components	to	remove	the	heat	from	your	house	and	cool	the	air.	Even	the
smallest	parts	can	impact	the	air	conditioner’s	ability	to	cool	your	home,	making	it	incredibly	difficult	for	the	untrained	eye	to	narrow	down	the	potential	issues.	Keep	tabs	on	your	unit	and	try	to	call	before	you	get	stranded	with	no	AC.	Calling	an	HVAC	technician	during	a	heat	wave	often	leads	to	longer	wait	times	and	even	higher	rates.	When	your
air	conditioning	unit	fails,	it	can	lead	to	discomfort	and	stress.	Understanding	the	reasons	behind	AC	not	working	in	house	is	crucial	for	effective	troubleshooting.	This	guide	will	delve	into	common	causes,	potential	fixes,	and	when	to	call	for	professional	help.	The	Most	Common	Issues	That	Cause	AC	Not	Working	in	House	Identifying	the	reasons
behind	AC	not	functioning	properly	is	the	first	step	in	resolving	the	issue.	Here	are	some	prevalent	problems:	1.	Thermostat	Problems	Your	thermostat	acts	as	the	control	center	for	your	AC	unit.	If	it’s	malfunctioning,	it	might	be	the	reason	your	AC	is	not	working	in	your	house.	Ensure	the	thermostat	is	set	to	the	right	temperature	and	is	functioning
correctly.	Check	the	following:	Is	the	thermostat	set	to	cooling	mode?	Are	the	batteries	working	(for	battery-powered	models)?	Is	there	any	dust	or	debris	affecting	the	thermostat’s	sensors?	2.	Clogged	Air	Filters	One	of	the	simplest	and	most	common	reasons	for	an	air	conditioning	unit	not	working	effectively	is	clogged	air	filters.	When	filters
accumulate	dirt	and	dust,	airflow	is	impeded,	leading	to	reduced	efficiency.	Regularly	replacing	or	cleaning	air	filters	can	help	maintain	optimal	air	quality	and	performance.	A	clean	filter	not	only	improves	airflow	but	also	contributes	to	energy	savings	in	your	home.	3.	Refrigerant	Issues	If	your	system	is	low	on	refrigerant,	it	may	struggle	to	cool	your
home.	Leaks	in	the	refrigerant	lines	can	lead	to	this	issue,	preventing	your	AC	from	providing	cool	air.	Signs	of	refrigerant	issues	include:	Inconsistent	cooling	Icy	buildup	on	the	evaporator	coils	Hissing	or	bubbling	sounds	near	the	unit	4.	Electrical	Problems	Electrical	issues,	such	as	tripped	circuit	breakers	or	blown	fuses,	can	cause	your	air
conditioning	to	stop	working.	Inspect	the	circuit	breaker	box	and	reset	any	tripped	breakers	related	to	your	AC	unit.	If	the	problem	persists,	consider	consulting	a	qualified	electrician	to	inspect	the	unit’s	electrical	components	for	potential	short	circuits	or	wiring	issues.	5.	Drainage	Issues	Most	AC	units	have	a	drainage	system	for	removing	excess
moisture.	If	the	drain	line	becomes	clogged,	it	can	lead	to	water	pooling	and	may	shut	down	your	AC	to	prevent	damage.	This	is	often	one	of	the	reasons	homeowners	experience	AC	not	cooling	effectively.	Regularly	checking	and	clearing	the	drain	line	can	enhance	performance	and	prevent	future	problems.	6.	Compressor	Failures	The	compressor	is	a
vital	component	of	your	AC	system.	If	it’s	not	functioning,	your	unit	will	fail	to	cool	your	house	effectively.	Signs	of	a	failing	compressor	include	unusual	noises	or	a	hot	indoor	environment,	despite	the	settings	being	correct.	In	cases	of	compressor	failure,	it’s	typically	advisable	to	consult	a	professional,	as	repairs	can	be	complicated	and	expensive.
How	to	Troubleshoot	When	Your	AC	Is	Not	Working	in	House	Initial	Steps	for	Troubleshooting	Before	calling	a	professional,	try	the	following	steps	to	address	your	AC	not	working	in	house	issue:	Check	the	thermostat	settings.	Inspect	filters	for	dirt	and	replace	if	necessary.	Examine	circuit	breakers	and	fuses.	Look	for	water	pooling	around	the	unit.
Contacting	Professionals	If	basic	troubleshooting	does	not	resolve	the	issue,	it’s	time	to	contact	a	qualified	HVAC	technician.	They	can	perform	a	detailed	diagnostics	test	to	identify	the	underlying	problems	effectively.	Preventative	Measures	to	Avoid	AC	Issues	Regular	Maintenance	Tips	To	ensure	your	AC	works	efficiently	throughout	the	season,
consider	implementing	regular	maintenance	practices:	Schedule	annual	professional	inspections.	Regularly	replace	or	clean	filters.	Keep	the	outdoor	unit	free	of	debris	and	foliage.	Understanding	the	Importance	of	Regular	Servicing	Regular	servicing	can	help	you	avoid	significant	repair	costs	and	extend	the	life	of	your	AC	system.	This	can	keep	your
home	comfortable	and	energy-efficient.	Common	Questions	Regarding	AC	Not	Working	in	House	What	should	I	do	if	my	AC	is	not	kicking	on	at	all?	If	your	AC	is	not	turning	on,	begin	with	checking	the	thermostat	settings.	If	it’s	set	correctly	yet	still	unresponsive,	inspect	the	circuit	breaker	and	confirm	that	the	unit	is	receiving	power.	If	these	steps	do
not	resolve	the	situation,	contacting	a	technician	will	likely	be	necessary.	How	can	I	troubleshoot	if	my	AC	is	not	cooling	effectively?	Start	by	checking	the	air	filters	and	thermostat	settings.	Inspect	for	issues	with	the	condensate	drain,	refrigerant	levels,	and	the	compressor.	If	you	notice	any	abnormal	signs,	such	as	leaks	or	noise,	enlist	professional
assistance.	When	to	Consider	Replacement	instead	of	Repair	Signs	That	Indicate	a	Need	for	Replacement	In	some	cases,	restoring	the	functioning	of	your	air	conditioning	system	may	not	be	cost-effective.	Here	are	some	signs	that	it	might	be	time	for	replacement	instead	of	repair:	Your	AC	unit	is	over	15	years	old.	Frequent	breakdowns	occur.	It’s	no
longer	producing	efficient	cooling,	leading	to	high	energy	bills.	Weighing	Repair	Costs	Against	Replacement	Costs	Consider	comparing	the	repair	costs	to	the	total	cost	of	a	new	unit.	If	the	repair	costs	exceed	50%	of	the	replacement	price,	investing	in	a	new	unit	may	be	more	prudent.	External	Links	for	Further	Insights	For	additional	information	on
troubleshooting	your	AC	unit,	you	may	find	the	following	resources	useful:	U.S.	Department	of	Energy	HVAC.com	HVAC	Basics	Wiki	Recap	of	Essential	Tips	for	Resolving	AC	Not	Working	in	House	Whether	it’s	a	setting,	a	maintenance	issue,	or	a	mechanical	failure,	addressing	AC	not	working	in	house	requires	a	systematic	approach.	Regular
maintenance,	proper	troubleshooting,	and	professional	support	when	necessary	can	preserve	your	comfort	and	efficiency	at	home.	Troubleshooting	Your	AC	Issues	AC	Not	Working	in	House:	Troubleshooting	Your	AC	Issues	Facing	issues	with	your	air	conditioning	can	be	frustrating,	especially	during	the	hot	summer	months.	Understanding	ac	not
working	in	house	is	essential	for	maintaining	comfort	and	efficiency.	This	article	will	delve	into	common	problems	and	their	solutions,	ensuring	you	have	the	knowledge	to	tackle	these	issues	effectively.	Understanding	AC	Systems	To	address	the	problem	of	ac	not	working	in	house,	its	vital	to	comprehend	how	AC	systems	function.	Air	conditioners
primarily	work	by	removing	heat	from	your	home	and	circulating	cool	air.	The	main	components	include	the	compressor,	condenser,	evaporator,	and	refrigerant.	Components	of	an	AC	System	The	compressor	is	responsible	for	circulating	refrigerant	throughout	the	system.	It	compresses	the	refrigerant	and	increases	its	pressure,	allowing	it	to	absorb
heat	effectively.	The	condenser	releases	heat	from	the	refrigerant	outdoors,	while	the	evaporator	absorbs	heat	from	indoors,	cooling	the	air	before	it	circulates	back	into	your	space.	Types	of	AC	Systems	There	are	several	types	of	air	conditioning	systems,	such	as	window	units,	split	systems,	and	central	air	conditioning.	Each	type	has	its	unique
configuration	and	components,	but	all	serve	the	purpose	of	keeping	your	home	cool.	Understanding	the	type	of	system	you	have	can	aid	in	troubleshooting	when	your	ac	doesn’t	work	in	house.	Common	Reasons	for	AC	Malfunctions	When	dealing	with	ac	not	working	in	house,	identifying	common	malfunctions	can	save	time	and	money.	Typical	issues
may	include:	1.	Dirty	Filters	One	common	issue	with	residential	air	conditioners	is	dirty	or	clogged	filters.	Filters	trap	dust,	pollen,	and	debris,	but	over	time	can	become	saturated,	restricting	airflow.	This	leads	to	insufficient	cooling	and	increased	energy	consumption.	Regularly	checking	and	replacing	filters	can	mitigate	this	issue.	2.	Thermostat
Issues	Your	thermostat	controls	the	temperature	settings	for	your	AC.	If	its	malfunctioning	or	incorrectly	set,	the	system	may	not	function	properly.	Ensure	that	the	thermostat	is	set	to	the	desired	temperature	and	is	functioning	correctly.	3.	Refrigerant	Leaks	Refrigerant	is	crucial	for	your	AC	system’s	operation.	If	theres	a	leak,	the	system	cannot	cool
effectively.	If	you	suspect	a	refrigerant	leak,	its	essential	to	call	a	professional	to	identify	and	repair	the	leak	and	recharge	the	system.	4.	Electrical	Problems	Electrical	issues	can	arise	from	various	sources,	affecting	components	like	the	compressor,	capacitor,	or	wiring.	Circuit	breakers	may	trip	or	fuses	may	blow,	leading	to	your	system	shutting	off.
It’s	advisable	to	consult	with	an	electrician	or	an	HVAC	technician	for	potential	electrical	faults.	5.	Frozen	Coils	If	the	evaporator	coils	freeze	over,	the	system	can’t	effectively	cool	your	home.	This	can	be	caused	by	restricted	airflow,	low	refrigerant	levels,	or	a	malfunctioning	fan.	Unfreezing	the	coils	and	addressing	the	underlying	issue	can	restore
normal	function.	6.	Improperly	Sized	AC	Unit	An	AC	unit	that	is	too	large	or	too	small	for	your	space	will	not	operate	efficiently.	An	oversized	unit	cools	the	space	too	quickly	without	removing	adequate	humidity,	while	an	undersized	unit	struggles	to	cool	effectively.	Consulting	a	professional	for	proper	sizing	is	recommended	for	optimal	performance.
How	to	Diagnose	AC	Problems	Identifying	the	issue	with	your	ac	not	working	in	house	can	often	be	a	straightforward	process.	Here	are	some	steps	to	diagnose	the	problems:	1.	Check	the	Thermostat	Begin	by	examining	your	thermostat	settings.	Ensure	it	is	on	“cool”	and	set	at	a	lower	temperature	than	your	current	indoor	temperature.	If	you	find
that	its	unresponsive,	replace	the	batteries	and	check	the	wiring	connection.	2.	Inspect	the	Air	Filters	Remove	and	inspect	the	air	filters.	If	they	appear	dirty	or	clogged,	replace	them	with	new	filters	to	restore	proper	airflow.	This	simple	maintenance	step	can	enhance	performance	significantly.	3.	Look	for	Ice	on	Coils	Check	for	visible	ice	on	the
evaporator	coils.	If	ice	is	present,	turn	off	the	system	to	allow	it	to	thaw.	Investigate	possible	causes	that	led	to	freezing,	such	as	airflow	restrictions	or	inadequate	refrigerant	levels.	4.	Examine	the	Outdoor	Unit	Inspect	the	outdoor	condenser	unit.	Ensure	it	is	free	of	debris	and	that	the	fan	is	functioning.	Clear	away	any	dirt,	leaves,	or	obstructions
that	may	hinder	airflow.	5.	Assess	Drainage	Issues	Check	the	condensate	drain	for	blockages	or	clogs.	A	blocked	drain	can	cause	water	to	back	up	and	potentially	damage	components.	Clear	any	obstructions	to	allow	proper	drainage.	6.	Contact	a	Professional	If	the	issue	persists	despite	your	troubleshooting	efforts,	it	may	be	time	to	contact	a	qualified
HVAC	technician.	They	can	identify	and	resolve	the	underlying	issues	effectively	while	ensuring	your	AC	system	runs	efficiently.	Preventive	Maintenance	Tips	ac	not	working	in	house	scenario	is	more	efficient	than	troubleshooting	when	problems	arise.	Implementing	preventive	maintenance	can	extend	the	lifespan	of	your	system:	Schedule	Regular
Inspections	Having	routine	inspections	by	a	certified	HVAC	technician	can	help	detect	any	imminent	issues.	These	professionals	check	components	and	perform	necessary	repairs	before	problems	escalate.	Change	Filters	Regularly	It	is	advisable	to	check	and	replace	filters	every	1-3	months,	depending	on	usage	and	system	type.	Clean	filters	promote
efficient	airflow	and	help	maintain	a	comfortable	environment.	Keep	Vents	Clean	and	Unobstructed	Ensure	that	your	vents	are	clean	and	free	from	obstructions,	which	can	inhibit	airflow.	Arrange	furniture	and	decor	in	a	way	that	doesn’t	obstruct	air	circulation	throughout	your	home.	Seal	Ducts	Leaky	ducts	can	lead	to	significant	cooling	loss	and
increased	energy	bills.	Have	professionals	seal	any	leaks	in	your	ductwork	to	improve	efficiency	and	comfort.	Monitor	Your	Energy	Bills	An	unexpected	spike	in	your	energy	bill	may	indicate	that	your	AC	system	is	working	harder	than	it	should.	Monitoring	these	costs	can	alert	you	to	inefficiencies	requiring	attention.	Clean	the	Condenser	Unit
Regularly	cleaning	your	outdoor	condenser	unit	removes	dirt	and	debris,	promoting	optimal	performance.	Schedule	this	maintenance	during	seasons	when	the	system	is	used	less	frequently.	FAQs	About	AC	Not	Working	in	House	What	should	I	do	if	my	AC	is	not	blowing	cold	air?	First,	check	the	thermostat	settings,	ensuring	its	set	correctly.	Inspect
air	filters	for	dirt	and	obstruction,	and	consider	low	refrigerant	levels	or	compressor	issues.	If	problems	persist,	consult	a	professional.	How	can	I	tell	if	my	condenser	is	faulty?	If	your	outdoor	unit	is	not	running,	making	odd	noises,	or	showing	signs	of	refrigerant	leaks,	these	may	indicate	a	faulty	condenser.	Professional	assessment	is	recommended
for	repairs	or	replacements.	Can	I	fix	AC	issues	myself?	Some	minor	issues,	like	changing	filters	or	checking	thermostat	settings,	can	be	self-managed.	However,	for	major	problems,	an	experienced	HVAC	technician	is	best	for	safe	and	efficient	repairs.	How	often	should	I	service	my	AC?	Annual	servicing	is	recommended	for	optimal	performance.
More	frequent	checks	may	be	necessary	in	areas	with	extreme	temperatures	or	high	usage	to	maintain	efficiency.	Is	my	AC	energy-efficient?	Older	units	may	be	less	energy-efficient.	Consider	upgrading	to	ENERGY	STAR	rated	systems	for	improved	efficiency.	Regular	maintenance	can	significantly	enhance	your	current	system’s	performance.	For
further	detailed	insights,	consider	checking	resources	like	Energy.gov	and	HVAC.com	for	expert	guidance.	What	To	Do	When	Your	AC	is	Not	Working	in	House	When	the	AC	is	not	working	in	house,	it	can	lead	to	discomfort	and	frustration.	Identifying	and	resolving	issues	promptly	can	save	you	from	costly	repairs	and	restore	comfort	efficiently.
Understanding	common	problems	is	essential	for	maintaining	your	air	conditioning	system.	Understanding	Common	Issues	with	Air	Conditioning	Systems	When	dealing	with	a	situation	where	your	AC	is	not	working	in	house,	it	is	crucial	to	recognize	the	typical	problems	that	can	arise.	These	issues	can	stem	from	various	sources,	such	as	electrical
faults,	lack	of	maintenance,	or	component	failure.	By	understanding	these	common	issues,	homeowners	can	troubleshoot	effectively.	Electrical	Problems	One	major	reason	for	an	air	conditioning	unit	not	functioning	is	electrical	problems.	These	can	include	tripped	circuit	breakers	or	blown	fuses.	If	your	air	conditioning	system	suddenly	stops	working,
check	your	circuit	breaker	panel	and	reset	tripped	breakers.	This	simple	step	can	often	resolve	your	issue.	Another	key	component	is	the	thermostat.	If	the	thermostat	is	malfunctioning,	it	may	not	send	the	correct	signals	to	your	unit.	Ensure	that	the	thermostat	is	set	to	the	desired	temperature	and	is	functioning	correctly.	Lack	of	Maintenance
Regular	maintenance	is	essential	for	keeping	your	air	conditioning	system	in	optimal	working	condition.	If	you	notice	your	AC	is	not	working	in	house,	it	could	be	due	to	a	lack	of	maintenance.	Dust	and	debris	can	accumulate	in	the	filters	and	condenser	coils,	leading	to	reduced	efficiency	and	performance.	Cleaning	or	replacing	air	filters	regularly	can
significantly	improve	airflow	and	efficiency.	Homeowners	should	aim	to	check	their	air	filters	monthly,	particularly	during	high-usage	seasons.	Refrigerant	Issues	Low	refrigerant	levels	can	also	cause	your	air	conditioning	system	to	stop	cooling.	If	there	is	a	refrigerant	leak,	it	should	be	addressed	by	a	professional.	A	certified	technician	can	identify
the	leak,	repair	the	system,	and	recharge	the	refrigerant.	Inadequate	refrigerant	can	lead	to	ineffective	cooling;	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	is	blowing	warm	air,	this	may	be	the	culprit.	Regular	checks	can	help	maintain	appropriate	levels.	Diagnosing	Your	Air	Conditioning	Problems	When	faced	with	the	frustrating	situation	of	your	AC	not	working	in
house,	diagnosing	the	problem	begins	with	careful	observation.	Not	all	AC	issues	are	easy	to	identify,	but	starting	with	a	few	basic	troubleshooting	steps	can	often	yield	results.	Listening	to	Your	AC	Unit	Pay	attention	to	any	unusual	noises	coming	from	your	air	conditioning	unit.	Sounds	like	banging,	squealing,	or	hissing	may	indicate	mechanical
issues	or	refrigerant	leaks.	Document	these	noises	and	describe	them	to	a	professional	if	you	need	to	call	for	repairs.	Assessing	Temperature	Changes	Watch	for	temperature	changes	in	your	home.	If	the	AC	seems	to	be	running	but	is	unable	to	cool	the	space	effectively,	this	is	a	clear	sign	something	is	wrong.	Consider	if	any	specific	zones	of	your
home	are	warmer	than	others,	as	this	may	indicate	blockage	or	issues	with	ductwork.	Verify	Airflow	Check	if	there	is	proper	airflow	from	the	vents.	If	the	airflow	is	minimal	or	non-existent,	you	could	have	a	blocked	duct	or	a	failing	blower	motor.	Ensure	that	all	vents	are	unobstructed	by	furniture	or	dust.	Clean	the	ductwork	if	necessary.	Quick	DIY
Fixes	for	Non-Working	AC	Sometimes,	when	your	air	conditioning	unit	is	not	functioning,	there	are	quick	DIY	fixes	you	can	attempt	before	calling	in	a	professional.	These	minor	interventions	may	help	restore	your	unit	temporarily.	Resetting	the	System	Often,	a	simple	restart	can	resolve	the	issue.	Turn	off	the	power	to	your	AC	unit	using	the	breaker
box,	wait	for	a	few	minutes,	and	then	turn	it	back	on.	This	can	reset	the	system	and	resolve	minor	electrical	glitches.	Changing	Air	Filters	If	you	havent	changed	the	air	filters	recently,	now	may	be	an	ideal	time.	A	clogged	filter	restricts	airflow	and	can	cause	the	AC	to	fail.	Replacing	it	can	significantly	improve	performance.	Inspecting	Condensate
Drain	Cleansing	the	condensate	drain	line	can	help	if	it	is	clogged,	causing	water	to	accumulate	and	potentially	leading	to	system	shutdown.	Use	a	wet/dry	vacuum	to	clear	any	blockage	that	may	be	present.	When	to	Call	a	Professional	While	some	issues	can	be	resolved	independently,	there	are	times	when	it	is	best	to	consult	a	professional.	If	your
AC	is	not	working	in	house	after	trying	basic	troubleshooting,	consider	waiting	for	expert	help.	Unresponsive	Units	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	is	completely	unresponsive,	with	no	signs	of	power	or	functionality,	it	warrants	a	professional	inspection.	This	could	be	indicative	of	more	serious	electrical	problems.	Repeated	Issues	If	your	AC	continues	to
fail	after	repairs,	it	may	be	worth	considering	a	full	system	assessment.	Frequent	system	breakdowns	can	signal	underlying	mechanical	issues	that	require	expert	attention.	Efficiency	Problems	If	your	energy	bills	rise	significantly	without	a	change	in	usage,	it	could	indicate	declining	AC	efficiency.	A	technician	can	assess	whether	repairs	can	be	made,
or	if	a	new	unit	may	be	more	cost-effective	in	the	long	run.	Preventive	Measures	for	AC	Longevity	Preventing	problems	before	they	occur	is	key	to	maintaining	a	properly	functioning	air	conditioning	system.	Here	are	some	preventive	measures	to	consider	ensuring	your	AC	is	not	working	in	house	becomes	a	rare	occurrence.	Regular	Cleaning
Thoroughly	clean	the	air	filters	and	condenser	coils	at	least	once	a	year.	This	maintenance	helps	maximize	efficiency	and	prolongs	the	life	of	the	system.	Seasonal	Check-Ups	Schedule	seasonal	check-ups	with	a	certified	HVAC	technician.	Regular	inspections	can	help	identify	issues	early	and	keep	your	system	operating	efficiently.	Avoiding
Overloading	Ensure	that	your	air	conditioning	system	is	appropriately	sized	for	your	home.	An	oversized	or	undersized	unit	can	lead	to	inefficiencies	and	potential	breakdowns.	Consult	with	a	professional	to	verify	system	compatibility	with	your	homes	layout.	FAQs	About	AC	Not	Working	in	House	What	are	the	most	common	reasons	for	an	AC	not
working	in	house?	The	most	common	reasons	include	electrical	problems,	lack	of	maintenance,	refrigerant	issues,	and	mechanical	failures.	Regular	maintenance	practices	can	prevent	many	of	these	issues.	How	can	I	troubleshoot	my	AC	if	it	stops	working?	Start	by	checking	the	circuit	breaker,	inspecting	the	thermostat,	cleaning	air	filters,	and
ensuring	there	is	proper	airflow	from	vents.	Document	any	unusual	noises	or	temperature	changes.	When	should	I	call	an	HVAC	professional?	If	your	AC	is	not	working	in	house	after	you	have	tried	basic	troubleshooting	or	if	you	notice	frequent	issues,	a	professional	assessment	is	recommended.	Helpful	Resources	For	further	information	on
maintaining	effective	air	conditioning	systems,	consider	visiting	the	following	resources:	They’re	unpleasant,	but	heat	waves	are	unfortunately	quite	common.	They	can	force	your	AC	unit	to	work	harder,	which	can	cause	it	to	malfunction	or	quit	working	entirely.	Accordingly	when	heat	waves	occur,	HVAC	technicians	have	their	hands	full	trying	to
keep	everyone	supplied	with	cool	air.	If	your	HVAC	system	quits,	you	may	need	professional	help,	but	there	are	some	common	issues	you	can	handle	on	your	own.	Here	are	10	reasons	your	AC	might	not	be	working.	The	first	thing	most	people	do	when	their	AC	stops	functioning	is	check	their	thermostat.	There	are	three	main	reasons	why	your
thermostat	would	be	off.	The	batteries	in	your	thermostat	died.	Dead	batteries	are	an	easy	fix.	Some	thermostats	have	a	front	battery	cover;	for	others,	you	have	to	pull	the	thermostat	off	the	wall	to	access	the	batteries.	Either	way,	replace	the	batteries	to	see	if	they	were	the	culprit.	You	have	a	tripped	breaker	or	a	blown	fuse.	A	tripped	breaker	or
blown	fuse	in	the	AC	circuit	is	not	uncommon	on	a	hot	summer	day.	If	you	have	a	tripped	breaker,	make	sure	you	turn	it	off	and	then	on	to	reset	it.	In	contrast,	a	blown	fuse	requires	replacement.	However,	if	the	breaker	trips	or	the	fuse	blows	again,	there	are	electrical	issues,	and	you	need	to	call	a	professional	electrician.	The	primary	drain	line	is



clogged.	A	clogged	drain	line	is	one	of	the	most	common	problems	with	a	cooling	system.	Air	conditioning	units	are	constantly	producing	condensation.	As	warm	indoor	air	moves	across	the	cold	indoor	coils,	condensation	forms.	This	condensation	is	drained	outside	through	a	drain	pipe.	These	pipes	or	the	drain	pan	have	a	float	switch	to	turn	off	the
unit	in	case	of	a	clog.	This	prevents	water	damage.	It	is	a	bit	counter-intuitive,	but	ice	build-up	should	not	be	on	any	of	your	AC	components.	If	your	air	conditioner	is	not	working,	isn’t	working	well	or	you	have	low	airflow,	check	your	AC	components	for	ice	build-up.	This	includes	the	outdoor	unit,	the	indoor	air	handler	and	the	refrigerant	lines.	There
are	several	possible	causes	for	ice	build-up.	Dirty	air	filters	Dirty	coils	Too	many	closed	vents	A	dirty	or	faulty	fan	motor	A	refrigerant	leak	or	low	refrigerant	levels	The	first	four	issues	will	reduce	airflow	across	your	evaporator	coil.	If	less	warm	air	moves	across	your	evaporator	coil,	the	coil	will	get	too	cold	and	freeze	the	condensation	that	forms	on
it.	Luckily,	you	can	take	care	of	most	of	these	issues	yourself.	It	is	important	to	note	that	you	should	never	close	vents	in	unused	rooms.	Although	it	might	seem	like	you’re	wasting	energy	by	cooling	unused	rooms,	closing	vents	can	waste	more	energy	and	damage	your	system.	A	hot	room	will	simply	pull	in	the	cool	air	from	the	surrounding	spaces.
Additionally,	closing	vents	can	build	up	pressure	in	your	ducts,	reduce	open	vents’	airflow,	or	possibly	damage	your	fan	motor.	Keep	all	the	vents	in	your	home	open,	so	the	system	operates	as	intended.	If	you	replace	your	filters,	clean	your	coils	and	open	all	your	vents	and	your	system	is	still	iced	up,	then	it’s	likely	a	bad	fan	motor	or	low	refrigerant.
Both	of	these	issues	will	need	to	be	diagnosed	by	a	professional.	Compare	Quotes	From	Top-rated	Local	HVAC	Contractors	Select	a	State	To	Get	Started	With	Your	No	Commitment,	Free	Estimate	Find	a	HVAC	Contractor	Capacitor	replacement	is	probably	the	number	one	service	call	for	HVAC	technicians.	When	your	thermostat	calls	for	AC	or	heat,
the	capacitor	provides	the	initial	240	volts	to	start	the	compressor	and	fans.	Capacitors	last	about	five	to	10	years,	so	you	will	end	up	replacing	one	to	three	capacitors	over	the	life	of	your	system.	Although	some	homeowners	can	tackle	the	job	themselves,	most	call	in	a	professional.	The	good	news	is	that	it’s	not	an	expensive	job.	The	average	cost	to
have	a	capacitor	replaced	is	$150	to	$400.	There	are	many	other	components	in	your	AC	system,	such	as	a	compressor,	circuit	board,	relay	switches,	expansion	valve,	reversing	valve	and	more.	Although	an	HVAC	professional	can	replace	all	these	components,	getting	a	whole	new	system	is	sometimes	more	cost-effective.	With	this	in	mind,	it	is
essential	to	hire	an	HVAC	professional	who	correctly	diagnoses	your	system	and	gives	you	your	options	and	costs	for	repairing	or	replacing	your	system.	Being	in	a	hot	home	can	be	miserable	and	sometimes	dangerous.	If	your	AC	quits,	there	are	certainly	some	repairs	you	can	handle	on	your	own.	You	can	save	money	and	time	by	learning	about	your
system,	the	common	issues	and	the	simple	repairs.


