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Kqgcd weather report

Photo: ShutterstockAlexa has a few new commands that can help you prepare for hazardous weather or crummy traffic conditions. These features have actually been around for a few weeks—Amazon quietly slipped them onto Alexa-supported devices last month—but since the company
didn’t mention the updates until recently, most people haven'’t noticed them. Let’s go over all the new features you may have missed.Extreme weather alerts and traffic updatesWhile February saw several new features added to Alexa, the two most notable are automatic extreme weather
alerts and traffic reports for your phone. We'll start with the weather notifications. Alexa can now give users a warning if an extreme weather alert is active where they live. Saying “Alexa, tell me about severe weather alerts” will turn on the feature. Alexa will now automatically announce any
alerts without needing to ask first. This will be especially helpful in regions where natural disasters or seasonal extremes are common. You can also turn off the feature by asking Alexa to “cancel severe weather alerts.”As for traffic updates, you can now get an up-to-date traffic report by
asking “Alexa, what's the traffic like?” You can also ask about traffic conditions along specific routes or destinations, and then send the report to your phone by saying “Alexa, send that to my phone.” The phone notification can also be used to initiate your driving navigation app.New event
recapsThe last few updates are smaller but still worth pointing out. Alexa users can now ask the assistant for recaps on NBA games, as well as highlight from debates and other televised 2020 election events. You're also able to directly access a handful of newly-added Amazon Prime
Video content, including Hunters, Honey Boy, and more by asking Alexa to play the specific series or movie you want to watch (provided the Alexa device is connected to or supports video playback). You probably check the weather before you leave the house in the morning, but what if
you're heading out to Mars. Well, NASA has a new weather data for you. The InSight lander has been on the red planet for a few months, getting its instruments set up and calibrated. Now, NASA is ready to provide the first-ever Martian weather report. In the most recent update, it was a
balmy 2 degrees Fahrenheit (-17 degrees Celsius) at Elysium Planitia. InSight landed on Mars late last year and began surveying its landing site. NASA chose Elysium Planitia because it's a large, flat expanse idea for the probe’s planetary science mission. InSight deployed the first seismic
sensor on another planet, and data from the so-called Seismic Experiment for Interior Structure (SEIS) should be arriving soon. NASA included sensors on InSight to track the temperature, pressure, and wind speed on Mars. That’s not its primary mission, but scientists need such data to
account for potential variations in the probe’s seismic data. Temperature and wind come from the Temperature and Wind for InSight (TWINS), as shown in the above image. Meanwhile, the Auxiliary Payload Subsystem (APSS) has a pressure sensor. A nice upshot of InSight’s
comprehensive sensor package is the new weather page on the InSight website. The page currently lists all the weather stats for February 11-17. You get the highs, lows, and averages in each category. There’s even a three-day graph that helps visualize how the numbers change over the
course of a Martian day (called a Sol).You probably think of Mars as a chilly place, and it is. It might not be as frigid as you expected, though. The high temperatures can reach the low double-digits Fahrenheit during the day. That's still below freezing, but warmer than plenty of Earth. The
nighttime temperatures are much less hospitable at well over -100 degrees Fahrenheit. Sunday’s weather was typical for the late northern winter at Elysium Planitia with a high of 2 degrees Fahrenheit (-17 degrees Celsius) and low of -138 degrees Fahrenheit (-95 degrees Celsius). Mars is
also famous for massive dust storms, but the average wind speed is just a few miles per hour. The atmospheric pressure is around 700 pascals, which is less than one percent that of Earth. NASA says it will keep updating this data throughout the InSight mission. So, you'll be able to check
conditions at Elysium Planitia just on the off chance you find yourself on another planet. NASA has also started working on the lander’s second instrument, the Heat Flow and Physical Properties Package (HP3). This self-hammering spike will burrow up to five meters into the surface to
measure the planet’s temperature.Now read: Weather apps tend to tell you too much information or too little. They either reskin superficial information you could glean by sticking your arm out the window or offer an absurdly deep dive that only a meteorologist running the worldwide network
of doppler radars could understand. Can there be no happy medium?Weathertron, by Ryan Lucas and Kevin Lynagh, may have found the sweet spot. It's an iPhone app that sucks in 16 different weather sources, then translates the relevant information into a clear data visualization.“We
didn’t set explicitly out to design a minimal or a maximal Ul for this app,” Lucas tells Co.Design. “We just wanted to convey the most useful information as quickly as possible.”At first glance, you might be overwhelmed by its bar graphs and cloud gradient, but like any well-designed
infographic, within a few moments, you speak its language. The single-page daily forecast is basically one scrubbable timeline. Various layers of information run from the top to bottom. And moving your thumb left to right brings you into the future. At the very top of the screen, you see the
most basic breakdown for the moment-like clear and 62 degrees. If you want to delve no deeper, that's your weather report. As your eyes glance down the page, the next thing you reach is a graph of cloud cover through the day. Rather than convey the degree of cloudiness as a
percentage, Weathertron features cloud symbols of five varying opacities. “A bonus here is that they actually look like clouds,” Lucas explains, “so not only is it visually easier to parse than a table of numbers, it looks a heck of a lot better.”Below that comes a graph of precipitation. Again,
rather than pulling up some percentage chance of rain, the app spells out how much rain there’s supposed to be in an hour-by-hour bar graph. But that's only part of the utility, because the way that graph is calculated is actually a bit of a perceptual hack.“Since folks plan their day around
either ‘a sprinkle of rain’ or ‘a downpour,’ the precipitation bars are scaled logarithmically instead of linearly,” Lucas writes. “That way, when there is any rain whatsoever, the user can see it, but if there is a ton the bar won't uselessly spike off the top of the chart.”Finally, you reach a simple
line graph of the temperature forecast. The highs and lows are marked, but to keep the visuals clean, you'll actually need to scrub through with your thumb to find the precise times of all these temperatures. Your eyes are then pulled right back to the top of the page—that clear and 62
degrees forecast, or maybe 50s and rain tonight. (A quick swipe of the screen pulls up tomorrow’s forecast. And a seven-day forecast is always just a tap away.)You may wonder, why go through this whole series of graphics if all you wanted to know was the weather report? Well, like any
useful data visualization, Weathertron is a medium between the superficial and the informational to create something that’s just more sensical through context.“You can step back and view all the data in concert and really see the relationships,” Lucas explains. “Like a quick drop in
temperature, accompanied by quickly collecting cloud cover and a big precip spike can represent a storm. We really haven’t seen a lot of other apps—or weather reports of any kind—coming at the data with this visual approach.”Weathertron is in the App Store now for $1.Download it here.
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