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Photo	courtesy:	pictures	of	Ozgurcankaya/e+/getty	thanks	to	the	wonders	of	modern	technology,	getting	an	education	in	the	21st	century	can	be	realized	in	more	than	one	way.	at	university	level,	in	particular,	you	can	learn	from	your	home	instead	of	attending	lessons	in	person.	In	addition,	the	Covid-19	pandemic	in	2020	effectively	demonstrated
what	parents	and	students	at	home	have	long	known:	you	can	learn	any	topic	from	home	if	you	have	a	computer,	tablet	or	smartphone	and	an	internet	connection.	to	make	the	process	even	easier,	hundreds	of	websites	focus	on	teaching	children	and	adults	(or	both)	new	skills	and	concepts.	here	is	a	look	at	some	of	the	best	options	to	try.	the	site
offers	a	mix	of	free	and	cheap	courses	from	schools	such	as	duke	university,	yale,	stanford,	mellon,	emory	and	rutgers,	as	well	as	organizations	such	as	google,	ibm	and	the	American	museum	of	natural	history.	you	can	choose	courses	that	focus	on	over	4,000	topics	of	history,	computer	science,	data	science,	foreign	languages,	public	health	and	much
more.	provide	the	course,	while	others	can	help	them	start	a	degree	in	a	particular	topic.	coursera	is	free	to	join	and	most	courses	are	cheap	enough,	although	you	will	pay	more	if	you	are	working	for	a	certification	or	degree.	If	you	are	looking	for	an	educational	supplement	for	your	children	or	yourself	that	is	completely	free	,	khan	academy	might	be
the	answer.	the	website	of	the	non-profit	organization	has	hundreds	of	free	educational	resources	for	students	of	all	ages.	learning	tools	provide	a	great	way	to	introduce	a	new	topic	with	a	video	mix	text-based	courses	that	are	designed	specifically	for	people	who	are	just	diving	into	a	new	topic.	Photo	Courtesy:	Aleksandr	Zubkov/Moment/Getty
Images	Courses	are	broken	down	by	topic	and	grade	level,	and	the	catalog	includes	a	mix	of	classes	in	math,	the	arts,	humanities,	science,	economics,	computing	and	more.	A	special	section	caters	to	younger	kids	from	two	to	seven	years	old,	while	a	comprehensive	test	prep	section	helps	students	who	want	to	boost	their	scores	on	the	SAT,	LSAT,
MCAT,	GMAT,	Praxis	Core	or	other	exam.LinkedIn	LearningFormerly	known	as	Lynda.com,	LinkedIn	Learning	is	an	educational	tool	designed	exclusively	for	adults	who	want	to	expand	their	skill	set	to	enhance	their	careers.	The	service	offers	a	free	one-month	trial	to	get	you	started.	If	you	like	what	the	site	has	to	offer,	you	pay	one	relatively
inexpensive	monthly	fee	to	gain	access	to	tens	of	thousands	of	educational	video	tutorials	and	courses.	The	topics	range	from	photography	and	web	development	to	business	and	marketing,	and	the	results	are	so	effective	that	many	businesses	use	the	courses	to	educate	their	employees.Photo	Courtesy:	PeopleImages/E+/Getty	Images	National
GeographicMany	people	older	than	the	age	of	30	remember	learning	from	National	Geographic	in	magazine	form.	These	days,	the	company¢Ã​Â​Âs	website	is	an	excellent	source	of	science-focused	information	for	kids	and	adults	alike.	For	a	small	fee,	you	can	sign	up	for	digital	or	digital	and	print	access	to	tens	of	thousands	of	articles	and	videos	on
various	topics,	including	geography,	travel,	zoology,	history,	environmental	science,	cultural	studies,	natural	science	and	more.	The	National	Geographic	for	Kids	website	puts	a	kid-friendly	spin	on	all	the	educational	opportunities	with	cool	videos,	games,	quizzes	and	animal	profiles.Photo	Courtesy:	redcharlie/Unsplash	PBS	KidsIf	you¢Ã​Â​Âre	looking
for	a	free	educational	site	that	your	kids	will	love,	look	no	further	than	PBS	Kids.	diulf	dna	secneirepxe	wen	ticile	ot	sdohtem	lacitylana	etomorp	ot	si	mia	driht	ehT	.noitacude	lamrof-non	dna	lamrofni	fo	ecnatropmi	gnisir	eht	dna	,seilimaf	dna	seitinummoc	lacol	morf	srotca	fo	ecneulfni	gniworg	eht	sa	hcus	,gnicaf	si	noitacude	lamrof	segnellahc	eht
ecarbme	taht	sehcaorppa	ycilop	dna	snoitcelfer	cimedaca	elbane	ot	si	mia	dnoces	ehT	.noitacudE	fo	ygoloicoS	htroN	labolG	eht	yb	depahs	sa	ecitsuj	laicos	dna	,noisulcni	,ytiuqe	sa	hcus	stpecnoc	fo	serusare	cimetsipe	eht	htiw	egagne	ot	sevitcepsrep	lacitirc	htiw	noitacudE	fo	stsigoloicoS	edivorp	ot	si	mia	tsrif	ehT	.yrotsih	Lainoloc	sti	FO	Erawa
ylgnisercni	gnimoceb	taht	Htuos	labolg	egnahc	laicos	tuoba	gnirb	sloot	seterc	dna	noitacude	fo	ygoloicos	LAICOS	ROF	rof	etacovda	ot	)Stsilatnorivne	dna	htuoy	,iqtbgl	,Nemow	,Suonegidni	Gnidulcni(	Aimimedaca	Edidio	Morf	Srotc	A	dna	stnevom	laicos	htw	scrof	denioj	evah	evah	htos	labolg	eht	morf	stsigoloicos	,.La	t	Ogaitnas	;9102	,iuqnacsic	revir
;7	eht	fo	gnidnatsrednu	cirtnecoruE	a	no	desab	,noitpecni	sti	ta	worran	oot	saw	noitacudE	fo	ygoloicoS	fo	noitanigami	eht	taht	deugra	evah	senilpicsid	detailiffa	morf	srehcraeser	dna	stsigoloicos	emos	,sedaced	tsal	eht	nI	TEN.DEREWSNASNOITSEUQ	MORF	EROM	segamI	ytteG/+E/kcotsnip	:ysetruoC	otohP	.segaugnal	ngierof	neve	dna	erutan	,cisum
,ytivitaerc	,gnireenigne	,gnilleps	,gnidaer	,htam	,srebmun	,srettel	,sroloc	,sepahs	ekil	scipot	tuoba	meht	hcaet	taht	semag	yalp	dna	soediv	hctaw	nac	sdiK	.stneduts	yratnemele	gnuoy	dna	sreloohcserp	ot	noitacude	dna	nuf	htob	Sedivorp	Sdik	SBP	â€â€â	.CTE	,Skaeps	Ahtram	,Eroeg	Suoiruc	,Rig	leases	,Rudettra	,droffilc	â€â	sbitan	SB	in	education,
which	can	inform	policy	solutions	and	government	processes	respectful	of	the	singular	and	plural,	global	and	local,	indigenous	and	environment.	Fourthly,	since	the	legacy	of	Covid-19	pandemic	exposed	the	porosity	of	school	walls	and	national	borders,	the	goal	is	to	question	the	global	North	Digital	imagination	as	shaped	by	international
organizations,	society	and	the	private	sector	and	their	remodelling	of	North-South	Neo	-Allus	of	colonial	addictions.	This	special	issue	aims	to	fuel	the	imagination	and	creation	of	other	sociological	education,	to	allow	an	intergenerational	and	interdisciplinary	dialogue	between	the	sociology	of	education	in	the	north	and	south.	The	intention	is	not	to
create	new	hierarchies,	but	to	build	a	new	field	of	knowledge	horizontally,	which	allows	you	to	explore	and	collectively	think	about	expanding	the	sociological	imagination	of	the	educational	field	to	a	more	socially	and	epistemical	world.	We	therefore	invite	contributions	that	may	inform	other	sociologists	of	the	education	they	explore,	but	do	not	limit
themselves	to:	the	intersection	of	equity	and	social	justice	at	global	and	local	level	and	the	influence	of	international	organizations	(networks,	policies,	connections	to	the	north	and	south)	and	the	private	sector;	The	basic	organizations	and	community	organizations	in	shaping	the	sociology	of	education;	alternative	practices	of	solidarity	in	education	to
rely	on	political	proposals	and	collective	actions	that	focus	on	the	common	good;	Decolonization	of	global	and	global	South	curricula,	genealogies	of	knowledge	of	colonization,	race,	capacity	and	disability,	gender,	sexual	orientation,	class	among	others,	to	decorate	Eurocentric	dichotomies	and	allow	plurality	of	experiences	in	education;	New
methodologies	such	as	research	of	participatory	actions	based	droN	droN	len	ehc	elabolg	duS	len	ais	ivitacude	irotta	ivoun	id	etrap	ad	eretop	id	oizicrese	id	emrof	ertla	us	onottelfir	is	ehc	inside	or	outside	schools/academia;	Reshaping	of	the	concept	of	inclusion	in	Sociologies	of	Education,	challenging	scientific	criteria	for	being	included,	making
school	walls	porous	towards	communities,	and	listening	to	accounts	of	the	Others	of	the	established	mainstream	education;	Analytical	tools	for	Sociologies	of	Education	that	seek	to	understand	the	schooling	experience	of	students,	teachers	and	families	and	the	role	of	technologies	during	and	beyond	the	global	pandemic;	Actions	and	proposals	for
decolonisation,	de-patriarchalisation	and	de-neoliberalisation	of	ways	of	conceiving	and	organising	higher	educational	spaces,	subjects	and	knowledges.	Sociological	analyses	of	rationales	and	consequences	of	exportation	of	concepts	from	social	sciences	produced	and	enacted	in	educational	policy	processes	and	practices	in	the	Global	North,	and	then
exported	uncritically	into	Global	South	contexts.	This	list	is	by	no	means	exhaustive	and	we	welcome	other	possible	contributions	that	offer	to	provoke	and	expand	the	sociological	imagination.	We	encourage	submissions	from	individuals	at	all	stages	of	careers,	including	doctoral	students	and	early	career	researchers.	We	use	cookies	to	improve	your
website	experience.	To	learn	about	our	use	of	cookies	and	how	you	can	manage	your	cookie	settings,	please	see	our	Cookie	Policy.	By	closing	this	message,	you	are	consenting	to	our	use	of	cookies.	CliffsNotes	study	guides	are	written	by	real	teachers	and	professors,	so	no	matter	what	you're	studying,	CliffsNotes	can	ease	your	homework	headaches
and	help	you	score	high	on	exams.	About	CliffsNotes	Advertise	with	Us	Contact	Us	Follow	us:	Literature	Notes	Test	Prep	Study	Guides	Figure	2.1.	Ottawa	map	showing	the	sites	of	the	October	22,	2014	attack	on	Parliament	Hill	by	Michael	Zehaf-Bibeau.	One	was	the	National	War	Memorial	and	the	other	the	Centre	Block	parliament	building.	What
social	factors	led	to	the	process	of	radicalization	and	violence?	How	do	sociologists	study	these	questions?	(Please	allow	the	user:	vegetables/Wikimedia	Commons)	2.1.	The	approaches	to	sociological	research	define	and	describe	the	scientific	method.	Explains	how	the	scientific	method	is	used	in	sociological	research.	Understand	the	difference
between	positivist	and	interpretative	approaches	to	the	scientific	method	in	sociology.	Define	what	reliability	and	validity	mean	in	a	research	study.	2.2.	Research	methods	differ	between	four	types	of	research	methods:	surveys,	experiments,	field	research	and	secondary	data	or	textual	analysis.	Understand	why	some	topics	are	more	suitable	for
different	research	approaches.	2.3.	Ethical	concerns	include	why	ethical	standards	exist.	Demonstrate	awareness	of	the	Canadian	Sociological	Association	Code	of	Ethics.	Define	neutrality	of	value	and	outline	some	of	the	issues	of	neutrality	of	value	in	sociology.	In	an	unfortunate	comment	following	the	bombing	of	the	Boston	marathon	in	April	2013,
then	Prime	Minister	Stephen	Harper	said:	"This	is	not	the	time	to	commit	sociology."	He	suggested	that	the	"condemnation	of	the	toutator	of	this	kind	of	violence"	precluded	drawing	on	sociological	research	on	the	causes	of	political	violence	(Cohen,	2013).	In	his	position	as	[Harper	",	there	is	a	disjunction	between	taking	a	strong	political	and	moral
position	on	violence	on	the	one	hand	and	working	towards	a	deeper	understanding	and	based	on	the	evidence	of	the	social	causes	of	acts	of	violence	on	the	other.	Behind	the	political	and	moral	rhetoric	of	Stephen	Harper's	statement	there	are	a	series	of	densely	consolidated	beliefs	about	the	nature	of	a	"terrorist"	individual.	[that]	are	a	threat	to	all
values	that	our	society	represents	”(Cohen,	2013).	In	this	context,	the	terrorist	is	a	kind	of	person	who	is	beyond	the	omirp	omirp	len	elituni	olos	¨Ã	non	acigoloicos	isilana'l	,otnatreP	.	Ãtilarom	alled	e	inoizpo	id	ammag	al	egnirtser	inimret	itseuq	ni	otittabid	li	erasoP	.aznedive'llus	etasab	erudecorp	odnasu	atlosir	eresse	²Ãup	non	ilarom	eirogetac	id
ipit	itseuq	ad	ataicinrocni	adnamod	anU	.amelborp	led	elarom	enoizazzirettarac	anu	onottelfir	ehc	ilarom	eirogetac	onos	edibrom	e	iliciffiD	.	Ãtilanimirc	ni"	tfos	"rep"	eresse	id	enoizpo'lla	onocudir	is	ehcitilop	evitanretla	el	,oipmese	da	,otnatrep	,e	ilarom	inimret	ni	ataicinrocni	¨Ã	enoitseuq	al	,ocilbbup	osrocsid	len	e	eiziton	ellen	,ossepS	.acitilop
aciroter	id	ollevil	a	erevlosir	ad	iliciffid	onos	otneloiv	enimirc	la	e	omsirorret	la	oilgem	la	erednopsir	emoc	id	enoitseuq	al	onadnocric	ehc	ehcitilop	eisrevortnoc	eL	.ehcilbbup	ehcitilop	ellus	itittabid	i	adraugir	otnauq	rep	etnatropmi	etnemralocitrap	¨Ã	acigoloicos	acrecir	aL	?omsirorret	la	ehcilbbup	etsopsir	el	e	ehcilbbup	ehcitilop	elled	arusets	al
ebberezneulfni	ocitsirorret	oudividni'lled	enoisnerpmoc	atseuq	odom	ehc	nI	.eiranidroarts	eznatsocric	ni	itlovnioc	ilamron	iudividni	onarE	.itsoporp	itta	orol	ied	elarom	aznelavibma'llad	otazneulfni	non	e	,osoigiler	olez	ollad	e	osoigiler	olez	ollad	e	osoigiler	olez	ollad	etnemaceic​​â​​â	itavitom	non	,©Ãs	rep	id	etnemlatnem	itaicnalibs	onoruf	non
,onamrefnoc	elareneg	ni	idicius	iduts	irtla	emoc	am	,ihccir	e	itacude	neb	etnemavitaler	onare	idicius	ireidrabmob	i	olos	non	,itaiduts	epaP	id	idicius	ireidrabmob	264	ied	osac	leN	.atsirorret	led	asrevid	enigammi'nu	egremE	)	5002(	epaP	treboR	id	acrecir	allen	,aivattut	,)snommoC	aidemikiW/¢​â	​Ã	©Â	©Â	​​â​Ã	¢​â	​Ã​​â	​Ã	id	enoissecnoc	elitneg	rep(	elearsI	ni
adicius	otnemadrabmob	id	enoissim	anu	rep	itatulcer	onos	ehc	icima	eud	id	airots	al	atnoccar	)5002(	woN	esidaraP	mlif	lI	.2.2	arugiF	.)3102	,nehoC(	]acitsirorret	azneloiv[	al	eratsartnoc	e	erineverp	rep	elibissop	li	ottut	eraf	rep		Ãtivitta	ertson	el	osrevartta	e	iggel	ertson	el	osrevartta	atot	led	enoizanimreted"	alla	etnemairartnoc	,inoigar	essets	el	rep
,ehcna	am	,ortsiniM	led	enoinipo'L	and	undermines	the	ability	to	raise	questions	on	which	responses	to	crime	actually	work.	In	fact,	political	debates	on	terrorism	and	crime	seem	particularly	susceptible	to	the	various	forms	of	terrorism.Uncue	scientific	reasoning	later	in	this	chapter.	The	history	of	the	isolated	individual,	whose	specific	act	of	violence
becomes	the	basis	for	the	belief	that	the	criminal	judicial	system	as	a	whole	has	failed,	illustrates	different	quality	of	non	-scientific	thought:	knowledge	based	on	random	observation,	knowledge	based	on	Super-generaization	and	knowledge	based	on	selective	tests.	The	sociological	approach	to	political	issues	is	essentially	different	since	it	focuses	on
the	examination	of	the	effectiveness	of	the	different	social	control	strategies	to	deal	with	different	types	of	violent	behavior	and	the	different	types	of	risk	for	public	safety.	So,	from	a	sociological	point	of	view,	it	is	essential	to	systematically	think	of	those	who	commit	violent	acts	and	because.	Although	moral	statements	and	opinions	are	of	interest	for
sociologists,	sociological	researchers	use	empirical	evidence	(i.e.	evidence	corroborated	by	direct	experiences	and/or	observations)	combined	with	the	scientific	method	to	provide	solid	sociological	research.	A	truly	scientific	sociological	study	of	the	social	causes	that	lead	to	terrorist	or	criminal	violence	would	entail	a	sequence	of	prescribed	steps:	to
define	a	specific	question	of	research	that	can	be	resolved	through	empirical	observation;	collect	information	and	resources	through	detailed	observation;	form	a	hypothesis;	test	the	hypothesis	in	a	reproducible	way;	analyze	and	draw	conclusions	from	the	data;	publish	the	results;	And	anticipate	further	developments	when	future	researchers	respond
and	review	the	results.	An	appropriate	starting	point	in	this	case	could	be	the	â	€	â	€	â	€	œWhere	are	the	social	conditions	of	individuals	who	are	attracted	to	commit	terrorist	acts?	from	people	often	make	arguments	based	on	their	personal	observations	and	insights,	believing	them	to	be	:olotipac	omitlu'llen	ossucsid	omaibba	ehc	acigoloicos
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otrepocs	onnah	igoloicos	i	,ocifitneics	odotem	led	otibma'llen	ehcitametsis	ehcrecir	e	icigoloicos	idotem	odnazzilitU	.odnom	len	onovoum	is	enosrep	el	ertnem	otnematropmoc	id	illedom	onatoN	.onoviv	e	otaerc	onnah	inamu	ilg	iuc	ni	odnom	li	enoissucsid	ni	onottem	igoloicos	I	.inigadni	ilibissop	id	etnof	anu	¨Ã	onamu	otnematropmoc	led	ottepsa	ingO
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azneloiv	id	itta	onocudorp	ehc	inoitseuq	el	es	aigoloicos	erettemmoc	rep	otnemom	nu	etnemattase	onos	notsoB	id	anotaram	alled	otnemadrabmob	led	ezneugesnoc	el	,ortsinim	omirp	xe'lled	inoizaraihcid	ella	etnemairartnoC	.acitilop	azneloiv	id	itta	eratsartnoc	e	erineverp	rep	inoizpo	el	ecsiruase	ehc	©Ãn	acitarp	allen	ecaciffe	atartsomid	¨Ã	is	ehc
atsopsir	anu	noN	"ossemorpmoc	non"	atsopsir	anu	id	aciroter	o	elarom	enigammi	atrec	anu	a	eratrop	orebbertop	acitilop	azneloiv	alled	icidar	el	etnemadnoforp	¹Ãip	erettelfir	e	"aigoloicos	al	eridepmi"	a	aznattulir	aL	.icitametsis	acrecir	id	issecorp	us	onasab	is	igoloicos	i	,inoizapuccoerp	etseuq	eraidem	reP	?artla'nu	id	atarucca	¹Ãip	¨Ã	otneve	nu	id
anosrep	anu	id	enoizavresso'l	es	ehc	erid	²Ãup	ihc	-	enoizazzidradnats	anu	etsise	non	ehc	ottaf	lad	itatimil	onos	elausac	enoizavresso'lled	itatlusir	i	aM	icaciffe	icaciffe	eranimreted	rep	evitatitnauq	ilauttaf	evorp	el	rep	atsivitisop	Political	decisions,	interpretive	interest	in	understanding	the	meanings	of	human	behavior	to	foster	mutual	understanding
and	consensus	and	critical	interest	in	useful	knowledge	to	challenge	relationships	of	power	and	emancipation	of	people	from	the	conditions	of	servitude.	It	may	seem	strange	to	oare	scientific	practices	to	study	social	phenomena	but,	as	we	have	argued	above,	it	is	extremely	useful	to	rely	on	systematic	approaches	provided	by	research	methods.
Sociologists	often	begin	the	research	process	by	asking	a	question	about	how	or	why	things	happen.	could	be	a	unique	question	about	a	new	trend	or	an	old	question	about	a	common	aspect	of	life.	Once	a	question	is	formed,	a	sociologist	proceeds	through	a	thorough	process	to	respond.	Depending	on	the	nature	of	the	topic	and	the	objectives	of
research,	sociologists	have	a	variety	of	methods	to	choose	from.	In	particular,	in	deciding	how	to	design	this	process,	the	researcher	can	adopt	a	positivist	methodology	or	an	interpretative	methodology.	both	types	of	methodology	can	be	useful	for	critical	research	strategies.	the	following	sections	describe	these	approaches	for	the	acquisition	of
knowledge.	science	vs.	not	science	we	live	in	an	interesting	moment	in	which	the	certainty	and	authority	of	science	are	often	challenged.	in	natural	sciences,	people	doubt	scientific	statements	about	climate	change	and	vaccine	safety.	In	social	sciences,	people	doubt	scientific	statements	about	the	decreasing	rate	of	violent	crime	or	the	effectiveness
of	needle	exchange	programmes.	sometimes	there	is	a	good	reason	to	be	skeptical	about	science,	when	scientific	technologies	prove	to	have	negative	effects	on	the	environment	example;	sometimes	skepticism	has	dangerous	results,	when	epidemics	ofas	the	measles	suddenly	burst	into	schools	due	to	low	vaccination	rates.	In	fact,	skepticism	is
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rigorous	and	systematic	evaluation	standards	are	notbecause	they	cannot	resist	the	criteria	of	organized	skepticism	and	scientific	method.	The	basic	distinction	between	scientific	and	common	statements,	non	-scientific	on	the	world	is	that	in	science	â	€	œVeere	it	is	believed	"while	in	daily	life	â	€	œCreme	is	to	see	(Brym,	Roberts,	Lie,	&	Rytina	,
2013).	Science	is	in	the	fundamental	respects	based	on	systematic	observation	according	to	the	principles	of	Cudos.	Only	on	the	basis	of	the	observation	(or	â	€	œwhereâ	€)	can	be	a	scientist	to	believe	that	a	proposal	on	the	nature	of	the	world	is	correct.	The	research	methodologies	are	designed	to	reduce	the	possibility	that	the	conclusions	are	based
on	error.	In	everyday	life,	the	order	is	typically	reversed.	People	â	€	œVeereâ	€	there	that	they	already	expect	to	see	or	there	they	already	believe	they	are	true.	The	intellectual	commitments	or	previous	prejudices	predetermined	that	people	observe	and	the	conclusions	they	draw.	Many	people	know	the	things	of	the	social	world	without	having	a
background	in	sociology.	Sometimes	their	knowledge	is	valid;	Sometimes	it	is	not.	It	is	important,	therefore,	to	think	about	how	people	know	what	they	know,	and	compare	it	with	the	scientific	way	of	knowing.	Four	types	of	non	-scientific	reasoning	are	common	in	everyday	life:	knowledge	based	on	random	observation,	knowledge	based	on	selective
tests,	knowledge	based	on	supergeneration	and	knowledge	based	on	authority	or	tradition.	Table	2.1.	Scientific	and	non-scientific	ways	of	knowledge	(source:	Amy	Blackstone,	Sociological	investigation	principles:	qualitative	and	quantitative	methods.	Creative	Commons	By-NC-SA	3.0	Licenza)	Way	to	know	the	random	observation	description	occupies
when	we	make	observations	without	any	systematic	process	to	observe	or	evaluate	the	accuracy	of	Cié	that	we	have	observed.	Selective	observation	occupies	when	we	only	see	those	models	we	want	to	see,	or	enoizapuccO	enoizapuccO	.etnematterid	otatnemireps	omaibba	ehc	illedom	i	olos	onatsise	ehc	omainoppus	We	assume	that	large	schemes
exist	even	when	our	observations	have	been	limited.	Authority/tradition	a	socially	defined	source	of	knowledge	that	could	model	our	beliefs	about	it	is	true	and	there	is	not	true.	Scientific	research	methods	an	organized	and	logical	way	learning	and	knowledge	of	our	social	world.	Many	people	know	things	simply	because	they	lived	directly.	If	you	grew
up	in	Manitoba	you	may	have	observed	that	many	children	learn	every	winter,	that	it	is	really	true	that	a	language	stick	to	the	metal	when	it	is	very	cold	outside.	Direct	experience	can	get	accurate	information,	but	only	if	we	are	lucky.	Unlike	imaginary	detective	Sherlock	Holmes,	in	general	we	are	not	very	attentive	observers.	In	this	example,	the
observation	process	is	not	really	deliberated	or	formal.	Instead,	you	would	like	to	know	what	you	think	is	true	through	random	observation.	The	problem	with	occasional	observation	is	that	it	is	sometimes	right,	sometimes	it	is	wrong.	Without	any	systematic	process	to	observe	or	evaluate	the	accuracy	of	our	observations,	we	can	never	be	sure	if	our
informal	observations	are	accurate.	Figure	2.4.	"A	winged	ship	in	the	sky"	seen	by	everyone	in	Sacramento	in	1896	(photo	for	kind	concession	of	Wikimedia	Commons)	many	people	know	things	because	they	neglect	disconnect	evidence.	Suppose	a	friend	of	yours	said	that	all	men	are	liar	shortly	after	learning	that	her	boy	had	deceived	her.	The	fact
that	a	man	was	lying	in	one	case	came	to	represent	a	quality	inherent	in	all	men.	But	all	men	really	lie	all	the	time?	Probably	not.	If	I	had	pushed	your	friend	to	think	more	about	her	experiences	with	men	in	a	broader	way,	she	probably	would	have	recognized	to	meet	many	men	who,	Her	knowledge,	they	had	never	lied	to	her	and	that	even	her
boyfriend	generally	did	not	have	the	habit	of	lying.	This	friend	has	committed	that	social	scientists	call	call	Observation	noting	only	the	model	he	wanted	to	find	at	that	time.	He	ignored	the	disconforming	evidence.	If,	on	the	other	hand,	your	friend's	experience	with	her	boyfriend	had	been	her	only	experience	with	any	man,	she	would	have	committed
what	social	scientists	call	excessively,	assuming	there	are	large	models	based	on	very	limited	observations.	Another	way	people	claim	to	know	what	they	know	is	to	look	at	what	they	always	knew	was	true.	There	is	an	urban	legend	about	a	woman	who	for	years	cut	both	ends	from	a	ham	before	putting	it	in	the	oven	(Mikkelson,	2005).	He	baked	the
ham	that	way	because	that's	how	his	mother	did	it,	so	clearly	it	was	so	that	it	was	supposed	to	be	done.	His	knowledge	was	based	on	a	family	tradition	(traditional	knowledge).	After	years	of	throwing	ham	cuts	perfectly	good	in	the	trash,	however,	he	learned	that	the	only	reason	why	his	mother	cut	the	ends	from	the	ham	before	cooking	it	was	that	he
had	not	a	pan	large	enough	to	accommodate	the	ham	without	cutting	it.	Without	questioning	what	we	think	we	know	is	true,	we	could	end	up	believing	things	that	are	actually	false.	This	is	more	likely	to	occur	when	an	authority	tells	us	that	something	is	true	(authoritative	knowledge).	Our	mothers	are	not	the	only	possible	authorities	we	could	rely	on
as	sources	of	knowledge.	Other	common	authorities	we	could	rely	on	in	this	way	are	the	government,	our	schools,	teachers,	churches	and	ministers.	Although	it	is	understandable	that	someone	may	believe	that	something	is	true	if	someone	who	looks	at	or	respects	said	that	it	is	so,	this	way	of	knowing	differs	from	the	sociological	way	of	knowing.	If
quantitative,	qualitative	or	critical	in	orientation,	sociological	research	is	based	on	the	methodThe	last	four	paragraphs	on	the	four	types	of	unscientific	reasoning	adapted	by	Amy	Blackstone,	Blackstone,	Request	Principles:	Quality	and	quantitative	methods	(V.	1.0).	Used	under	Creative	Commons	by-nc-sa	3.0	license.	Sociologists	use	proven	and	true
research	methods,	such	as	experiments,	investigations,	field	research	and	textual	analysis.	But	human	beings	and	their	social	interactions	are	so	different	that	they	may	seem	impossible	to	trace	or	explain.	It	may	seem	that	science	is	discoveries	and	chemical	reactions	or	to	try	hypotheses	on	the	right	or	wrong	elemental	particles	rather	than
exploring	the	nuances	of	human	behavior.	However,	this	is	exactly	why	scientific	models	work	to	study	human	behavior.	A	scientific	process	of	research	establishes	parameters	that	help	ensure	results	are	objective	and	accurate.	Scientific	methods	provide	limits	and	boundaries	that	concentrate	a	study	and	organize	its	results.	This	is	the	case	for	both
quantitative	positivistic	methodologies,	which	seek	to	translate	observable	phenomena	into	non-ambiguous	numerical	data,	and	interpretative	qualitative	methodologies,	which	seek	to	translate	observable	phenomena	into	definancing	units	of	meaning.	The	social	scientific	method	in	both	cases	involves	the	development	and	experimentation	of	theories
on	the	world	based	on	empirical	evidence	(i.e.	observable).	The	social	scientific	method	is	defined	by	its	commitment	to	the	systematic	observation	of	the	social	world,	and	strives	to	be	objective,	critical,	skeptical	and	logical.	It	is	a	series	of	consolidated	steps	known	as	the	research	cycle.	Figure	2.5.	The	search	cycle	passes	through	a	series	of	steps.
Conclusions	and	reports	typically	generate	a	new	set	of	questions,	which	renews	the	cycle.	[Long	Description]	However,	only	because	sociological	studies	use	the	scientific	method	does	not	make	the	results	less	human.	Sociological	themes	such	as	causes	and	conditionspolitical	violence	are	not	usually	measurable	to	mathematical	or	quantifiable
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as	violence	to	reach	them,	there	is	in	fact	no	coherent	terrorist	Omeo	coherent	It	means	that	it	is	not	possible	to	predict	if	someone	who	marries	radical	opinions	will	go	on	committing	violent	acts	(Patel,	2011).	To	ensure	validity,	research	on	political	violence	should	focus	on	individuals	who	engage	in	political	violence.	Sociologists	use	the	scientific
method	not	only	to	collect,	but	to	interpret	and	analyze	data.	They	deliberately	apply	scientific	logic	and	objectivity.	They	are	interested	but	not	attached	to	the	results.	Their	research	work	is	independent	of	their	own	political	or	social	beliefs.	This	does	not	mean	that	researchers	are	not	critical.	Nor	does	it	mean	that	they	do	not	have	their	own
personalities,	preferences	and	opinions.	But	sociologists	deliberately	use	the	scientific	method	to	maintain	most	of	the	objectivity,	concentration	and	consistency	possible	in	a	particular	study.	With	its	systematic	approach,	the	scientific	method	proved	useful	for	modeling	sociological	studies.	The	scientific	method	provides	a	systematic	and	organized
series	of	steps	that	help	ensure	objectivity	and	coherence	in	the	exploration	of	a	social	problem.	These	steps	provide	means	for	accuracy,	reliability	and	validity.	In	the	end,	the	scientific	method	provides	a	shared	basis	for	discussion	and	analysis	(Merton,	1949/1968).	Typically,	the	scientific	method	begins	with	these	steps,	which	are	described	below:
Â	1)	ask	a	question;	2)	search	for	existing	sources;	and	3)	formulate	a	hypothesis.	Ask	a	question	The	first	step	of	the	scientific	method	is	to	ask	a	question,	describe	a	problem	and	identify	the	area	of	specific	interest.	The	topic	should	be	tight	enough	to	study	in	a	geography	and	a	time	span.	â€	œ	are	companies	able	to	support	happiness?	"They'd	be
too	vague.	The	question	should	also	be	wide	enough	to	have	universal	merit.	â€	̃Whatpersonal	hygiene	habits	on	the	values	of	XYZ	High	School	students?"	It	would	be	too	tight.	That	said,	happiness	and	hygiene	are	worthy	topicsFigure	2.6	Karl	Popper	(photo	courtesy	of	Wikimedia	Commons)	sociologists	do	not	exclude	any	topic,	but	strive	to	frame
these	questions	in	terms	of	better	research.	That's	why	sociologists	are	careful	to	define	their	terms.	Karl	Popper	(1902-1994)	described	the	formulation	of	scientific	propositions	in	terms	of	concept	of	falsifalities	(1963).	He	claimed	that	the	key	demarcation	between	the	scientific	and	unscientific	propositions	was	not	in	the	end	their	truth,	nor	their
empirical	verification,	but	if	they	had	been	declared	in	order	to	be	falsifiable;	that	is,	if	a	possible	empirical	observation	could	prove	them	wrong.	If	it	were	stated	that	evil	spirits	were	the	source	of	criminal	behavior,	this	would	not	be	a	scientific	proposal	because	there	is	no	way	possible	to	deny	it	definitively.	The	evil	spirits	cannot	be	observed.
However,	if	it	is	stated	that	the	most	high	unemployment	rates	are	the	source	of	more	high	criminal	rates,	this	would	be	a	scientific	proposal	because	it	is	theoretically	possible	to	find	an	instance	in	which	unemployment	rates	were	not	related	to	criminal	ratesAs	Popper	said,	â	€	œStati	or	systems	of	declarations,	in	order	to	be	classified	as	scientific,



they	must	be	able	to	contrast	with	possible,	or	conceivable,	observationsâ	€	(1963).	Once	a	proposition	is	formulated	so	that	it	allows	you	to	be	falsified,	the	variables	to	be	observed	must	be	operational.	In	a	hygiene	study,	for	example,	hygiene	could	be	defined	as	â	€	â	€	personal	habit	to	maintain	the	physical	appearance	(unlike	health),	â	€	and	a
researcher	could	ask,	â	€	œ	Personal	hygiene	habits	differ	reflect	the	cultural	value	placed	on	appearance?	elibavresso	elibavresso	nu	ni	ottodart	¨Ã	ottecnoc	lI	.etnemavitteggo	olrarusim	rep	attoda	osse	ehc	itercnoc	o	icisif	issap	id	inimret	ni	ottecnoc	li	onocsinifed	,¨Ãoic	a	measure	that	has	different	values.	The	operational	definition	identifies	an
observable	condition	of	the	concept.	By	operationalizing	a	variable	of	the	concept,	all	researchers	can	collect	data	in	a	systematic	or	replicable	manner.	The	operational	definition	must	be	valid	in	the	sense	that	it	is	an	appropriate	and	meaningful	measure	of	the	concept	being	studied.	It	must	also	be	reliable,	meaning	that	results	will	be	close	to
uniform	when	tested	on	more	than	one	person.	For	example,	good	drivers	might	be	defined	in	many	ways:	Those	who	use	their	turn	signals;	those	who	do	not	speed;	or	those	who	courteously	allow	others	to	merge.	But	these	driving	behaviours	could	be	interpreted	differently	by	different	researchers,	so	they​Ã	Âcould	be	difficult	to	measure.
Alternatively,	¢Ã​Â​Âa	driver	who	has	never	received	a	traffic	violation¢Ã​Â​Â	is	a	specific	description	that	will	lead	researchers	to	obtain	the	same	information,	so	it	is	an	effective	operational	definition.	Asking	the	question,	¢Ã​Â​Âhow	many	traffic	violations	has	a	driver	received?¢Ã​Â​Â	turns	the	concepts	of	¢Ã​Â​Âgood	drivers¢Ã​Â​Â	and	¢Ã​Â​Âbad
drivers¢Ã​Â​Â	into	variables	which	might	be	measured	by	the	number	of	traffic	violations	a	driver	has	received.	Of	course	the	sociologist	has	to	be	wary	of	the	way	the	variables	are	operationalized.	In	this	example	we	know	that	black	drivers	are	subject	to	much	higher	levels	of	police	scrutiny	than	white	drivers,	so	the	number	of	traffic	violations	a
driver	has	received	might	reflect	less	on	their	driving	ability	and	more	on	the	crime	of	¢Ã​Â​Âdriving	while	black.¢Ã​Â​Â	Research	Existing	Sources	The	next	step	researchers	undertake	is	to	conduct	background	research	through	a	literature	review,	which	is	a	review	of	any	existing	similar	or	related	studies.	A	visit	to	a​Ã	Âuniversity	library	and	a
thorough	online	search	will	uncover	existing	research	about	the	topic	of	study.	This	step	helps	researchers	gain	a	broad	understanding	of	work	previously	On	the	subject	at	hand	and	allows	them	to	position	their	research	to	rely	on	previous	knowledge.	It	allows	them	to	refine	the	focus	of	their	research	demand	and	avoid	duplicating	previous	research.
The	researchers	-	including	students'	researchers	-	are	responsible	for	the	correct	quote	from	existing	sources	they	use	in	a	study	or	sources	that	inform	their	work.	While	it	is	good	to	be	based	on	previously	published	material	(Purchã	©	improves	a	single	point	of	view),	it	must	be	correctly	and	never	plagiarized.	To	study	hygiene	and	its	value	in	a
particular	company,	a	researcher	could	order	through	research	studies	and	discover	studies	on	children,	vain,	obsessive-compulsive	behaviors	and	cultural	attitudes	towards	beauty.	It	is	important	to	sift	this	information	and	determine	that	it	is	pertinent.	The	use	of	existing	sources	educates	a	researcher	and	helps	to	perfect	and	improve	the	design	of
a	study.	Formulating	a	hypothesis	a	hypothesis	is	a	prerequisite	for	how	two	or	more	variables	are	related;	It	makes	a	conjectural	declaration	on	the	relationship	between	the	variable	ones.	It	is	an	educated	hypothesis	because	it	is	not	accidental	but	based	on	theory,	observations,	schemes	of	experience	or	existing	literature.	The	hypothesis	formulates
this	hypothesis	in	the	form	of	a	verifiable	proposal.	However,	the	way	in	which	the	hypothesis	is	managed	differs	between	positivist	and	interpretative	approaches.	Positivist	methodologies	are	often	called	hypo-deductive	methodologies.	A	hypothesis	derives	from	a	theoretical	proposition.	Based	on	the	hypothesis,	a	forecast	or	generalization	is
logically	deduced.	In	positivist	sociology,	the	hypothesis	provides	how	a	form	of	human	behavior	influences	another.	How	does	it	be	a	black	pilot	affects	the	number	of	times	when	the	police	make	you	pass?	The	successful	forecast	determines	of	the	hypothesis	and	therefore	verify	the	theoretical	proposal.	Typically	typically	variable	operational
approaches	as	quantitative	data;	that	is,	translating	a	social	phenomenon	such	as	health	in	a	quantifiable	or	numerically	measurable	variable	as	â	€	œInumen	of	visits	to	the	hospital.	This	allows	sociologists	to	formulate	their	predictions	using	mathematical	language	such	as	regression	formulas	to	present	the	research	results	in	graphs	and	tables,	and
to	perform	mathematical	or	statistical	techniques	to	demonstrate	the	validity	of	relationships.	The	variables	are	examined	to	see	if	there	is	a	correlation	between	them.	When	a	change	in	a	variable	coincides	with	a	change	in	another	variable	there	is	a	correlation.	Cié	does	not	necessarily	indicate	that	the	changes	of	a	variable	cause	a	change	in
another	variable,	however,	precisely	that	are	associated.	A	key	distinction	here	is	between	independent	variables	and	employees.	In	research,	independent	variables	are	the	cause	of	change.	The	dependent	variable	is	the	effect,	or	which	is	changed.	For	example,	in	a	basic	study,	the	researcher	would	establish	a	form	of	human	behavior	as	an
independent	variable	and	observes	the	influence	it	has	on	an	employee	variable.	How	does	the	genre	(the	independent	variable)	affect	the	income	rate	(the	dependent	variable)?	How	does	religion	(the	independent	variable)	affect	the	dimension	of	the	family	(the	dependent	variable)?	How	is	the	social	class	(the	dependent	variable)	influenced	by	the
level	of	education	(the	independent	variable)?	In	order	to	talk	about	causalities,	three	criteria	must	be	satisfied:	there	must	be	a	relationship	or	a	correlation	between	independent	and	employees	variables.	The	independent	variable	must	be	before	the	dependent	variable.	There	must	be	no	other	variable	of	intervention	responsible	for	the	causal
report.	It	is	important	to	note	that,	while	there	must	be	a	correlation	between	variables	etnemairassecen	etnemairassecen	acilpmi	non	enoizalerroc	al	,elasuac	enoizaler	anu	eresse	rep		Ãl	The	relationship	between	the	variables	can	be	the	product	of	a	third	variable	which	is	independently	related	to	both.	For	example,	there	may	be	a	positive
relationship	between	wearing	bikini	and	eating	ice	cream,	but	wearing	bikini	does	not	cause	to	eat	ice	cream.	It	is	more	likely	that	the	heat	of	summer	causes	both	an	increase	in	bikinis	wear	is	an	increase	in	ice	cream	consumption.	The	distinction	between	reason	and	correlation	can	have	significant	consequences.	For	example,	Aboriginal	Canadians
are	overpressive	in	prisons	and	arrest	statistics.	As	we	noticed	in	chapter	1,	in	2013	the	Aborigines	represented	about	4	percent	of	the	Canadian	population,	but	constituted	23.2	percent	of	the	federal	penitentiary	population	(Canada	corrective	investigator,	2013).	There	is	a	positive	correlation	between	being	an	aboriginal	person	in	Canada	and	being
in	prison.	Why	are	Aborigines	racially	or	biologically	predisposed	to	crime?	No.	In	fact,	there	are	at	least	four	variables	that	explain	the	greatest	imprisonment	of	the	Aborigines	(Hartnagel,	2004):	the	Aborigines	are	disproportionately	poor	and	the	poverty	is	associated	with	all	-high	arrest	and	imprisonment	rates;	Aboriginal	bonds	tend	to	commit
more	detectable	"street"	crimes	compared	to	the	less	detectable	crimes	"white	collar"	of	other	segments	of	the	population;	The	criminal	justice	system	prophylates	and	discriminates	in	an	disproportionate	way	against	the	Aborigines;	And	the	heredity	of	colonization	interrupted	and	weakened	the	traditional	sources	of	social	control	in	the	Aboriginal
community.	Figure	2.7.	The	correlation	does	not	imply	the	causality	(image	courtesy	of	altimetergroup/flickr)	Table	2.2.	Examples	of	dependent	and	independent	variables.	Generally,	the	independent	variable	makes	the	dependent	variable	change	in	some	way.	Variable	variable	dependent	variable,	the	greater	the	etneinevnoc	etneinevnoc	id	fo
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in	response	to	a	study,	but	are	equally	interested	in	the	exceptions	to	the	models.	In	a	study	on	education,	a	researcher	could	predict	that	high	school	abandonments	have	difficulty	finding	a	rewarding	career.	Although	it	has	become	at	least	a	cultural	assumption	that	the	greater	education	is,	the	greater	the	salary	and	the	degree	of	happiness	of	the
career,	there	are	certainly	exceptions.	People	with	little	education	have	had	an	extraordinary	career	and	people	with	advanced	titles	have	had	difficulty	finding	work.	A	sociologist	prepares	a	hypothesis	knowing	that	the	results	will	vary.	Training	of	hypotheses	in	qualitative	research	while	many	sociologists	rely	on	the	hypothetical-deductive	positivist
method	in	their	research,	others	operate	from	an	interpretative	approach.	Although	it	is	still	systematic,	this	approach	generally	does	not	follow	the	model	of	hypotheses	tests	that	tries	to	make	generalizing	forecasts	from	quantitative	variables.	Instead,	an	interpretative	framework	tries	to	understand	the	social	worlds	from	the	point	of	view	of	the
participants,	leading	to	a	thorough	knowledge.	It	focuses	on	qualitative	data	or	on	the	meanings	that	guide	people's	behavior.	Rather	than	relying	on	quantitative	tools,	such	as	fixed	questionnaires	or	experiments,	which	can	be	artificial,	the	interpretative	approach	tries	to	find	a	way	to	get	closer	to	the	informants	and	the	perceptions	of	the
informants.	The	interpretative	research	is	generally	more	descriptive	or	narrative	in	its	discoveries	compared	to	positivist	research.	It	can	start	from	a	deductive	approach	deriving	from	a	hypothesis	from	theory	and	therefore	trying	to	confirm	it	through	methodologies	as	in	-depth	interviews.	However,	it's	ideal	for	inductive	approach	in	which	the
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conduct	a	study	and	draw	conclusions.	These	phases	of	research	are	discussed	below.	figure	2.8.	harriet	martineau.	painted	by	richard	evans	(1834).	(photo	courtesy	of	the	national	portrait	gallery,	london/	wikimedia	commons)	as	noted	in	chapter	1,	harriet	martineau	(1802	-	1876)	was	one	of	the	first	female	sociologists	in	the	19th	century.
particularly	innovative	was	his	first	work	on	sociological	methodology,	such	as	observing	manners	and	morals	(1838).	in	this	volume	has	developed	the	groundwork	for	a	systematic	socio-scientific	approach	to	the	study	of	human	behavior.	He	acknowledged	that	researcher's	issues	-	the	report	on	this	matter	should	be	addressed	differently	in	a	social
science	than	a	natural	science.	the	observer,	or	traveller,	as	he	said,	had	to	comply	with	three	criteria	to	obtain	a	valid	search:	impartiality,	criticism	and	sympathy.	the	impartial	observer	could	not	afford	to	be	"perplexed	or	displaced"	by	foreign	practices	with	which	he	could	not	reconcile	himself	personally.	Yet	at	the	same	time	he	saw	the	goal	of
sociology	being	the	equitable	but	critical	assessment	of	the	moral	state	of	a	culture.	in	particular,	the	goal	of	sociology	was	to	challenge	forms	of	racial,	sexual	or	class	domination	in	the	name	of	autonomy:	the	right	of	each	person	to	be	a	moral	being	by	itself."	Finally,	what	distinguished	the	science	of	social	observation	from	natural	sciences	was	that
the	researcher	had	to	have	an	unqualified	sympathy	for	studied	subjects	(lengermann	&	â	niebrugge,	2007).	This	later	became	a	central	principle	of	the	interpretative	sociology	of	max	weber,	although	it	is	not	clear	that	weber	read	the	work	of	martineau.	much	of	his	research	in	the	United	States	hasthe	situations	of	contradiction	between	public
morality	declared	and	e	Moral	practices.	For	example,	it	was	fascinated	by	the	way	in	which	the	formal	democratic	law	for	the	liberty	of	speech	has	allowed	abolitionists	to	keep	public	meetings,	but	when	the	meetings	were	violently	attacked	by	the	MOBs,	the	abolitionists	and	not	the	MOBs	were	accused	of	inciting	Violence	(Zeitlin,	1997).	This
emphasis	on	the	study	of	contradictions	is	followed	by	the	distinction	that	has	drawn	the	collective	ideas	of	the	company	allowed	and	forbidden	â	€	"and	the	modalities	of	the	social	action	of	social	action	and	association	in	the	company	between	morality".	As	you	have	understood	the	difficulty	of	obtaining	an	accurate	representation	of	an	entire
company	based	on	a	limited	number	of	interviews,	she	developed	the	idea	that	you	could	identify	key	â	Things	experimented	by	all	people	Â	Et,	sex,	disease,	death	,	etc.	â	€	"and	examine	how	they	were	tested	differently	by	a	sample	of	people	from	different	life	walks	(Lengermann	&	Niebruggge,	2007).	The	sociology	of	Martineau,	therefore,	focused
on	the	investigation	of	different	attitudes	towards	â	€	œThingsâ	€	and	on	the	study	of	the	anomalies	that	emerged	when	the	ways	towards	them	contradict	the	formal	morality	of	a	company.	2.2.	Research	methods,	sociologists	examine	the	world,	see	an	interesting	problem	or	model,	and	aim	to	study	it.	They	use	research	methods	to	design	a	study	â	€
"perhaps	a	positive	method,	quantitative	to	conduct	research	and	obtain	data,	or	perhaps	an	ethnographic	study	using	an	interpretative	framework.	Plan	the	research	project	is	a	key	step	in	any	sociological	study.	When	you	enter	a	particular	social	environment,	a	researcher	must	be	careful.	There	are	times	to	stay	anonymous	and	time	to	be	too
much.	There	are	times	to	conduct	interviews	and	times	to	simply	observe.	Some	participants	must	be	,otamaihc	,otamaihc	,ettonazzem	a	ereitrauq	nu	ni	ebberessap	non	erotacrecir	nU	.itavresso	onos	ehc	erepas	onoved	non	irtla	;odnof	a	gang	members	around?¢Ã​Â​Â	And	if	a	researcher	walked	into	a	coffee	shop	and	told	the	employees	they	would	be
observed	as	part	of	a	study	on	work	efficiency,	the	self-conscious,	intimidated	baristas	might	not	behave	naturally.	The	unique	nature	of	human	research	subjects	is	that	they	can	react	to	the	researcher	and	change	their	behaviour	under	observation.	Figure	2.9.	Hawthorne	Works	factory	of	the	Western	Electric	Company,	1925.	In	the	1920s,	leaders	of
a	Chicago	factory	called	Hawthorne	Works	commissioned	a	study	to	determine	whether	or	not	changing	certain	aspects	of	working	conditions	could	increase	or	decrease	worker	productivity.	Sociologists	were	surprised	when	the	productivity	of	a	test	group	increased	when	the	lighting	of	their	workspace	was	improved.	They	were	even	more	surprised
when	productivity	improved	when	the	lighting	of	the	workspace	was	dimmed.	In	fact	almost	every	change	of	independent	variable	¢Ã​Â​Â	lighting,	breaks,	work	hours	¢Ã​Â​Â	resulted	in	an	improvement	of	productivity.	But	when	the	study	was	over,	productivity	dropped	again.	Why	did	this	happen?	In	1953,	Henry	A.	Landsberger	analyzed	the	study
results	to	answer	this	question.	He	realized	that	employees¢Ã​Â​Â	productivity	increased	because	sociologists	were	paying	attention	to	them.	The	sociologists¢Ã​Â​Â	presence	influenced	the	study	results.	Worker	behaviours	were	altered	not	by	the	lighting	but	by	the	study	itself.	From	this,	sociologists	learned	the	importance	of	carefully	planning	their
roles	as	part	of	their	research	design	(Franke	&​Ã	ÂKaul,	1978).	Landsberger	called	the	workers¢Ã​Â​Â	response	the	Hawthorne	effect​Ã	Â¢Ã​Â​Â	people	changing	their	behaviour	because	they	know	they	are	being	watched	as	part	of	a	study.	The	Hawthorne	effect	is	unavoidable	in	some	research.	In	many	cases,	sociologists	have	to	make	the	purpose	of
the	study	known	for	ethical	reasons.	Subjects	must	be	aware	that	they	are	being	observed,	and	a	certain	amount	of	artificiality	may	(Sonnenfeld,	1985).	Making	sociologists¢Ã​Â​Â	presence	invisible	is	not	always	realistic	for	other	reasons.	That	option	is	not	available	to	a	researcher	studying	prison	behaviours,	early	education,	or	the	Ku	Klux	Klan.
Researchers	cannot	just	stroll	into	prisons,	kindergarten	classrooms,	or	Ku	Klux	Klan	meetings	and	unobtrusively	observe	behaviours.	In	situations	like	these,	other	methods	are	needed.	All	studies	shape	the	research	design,	while	research	design	simultaneously	shapes	the	study.	Researchers	choose	methods	that	best	suit	their	study	topic	and	that	fit
with	their	overall	goal	for	the	research.	In	planning	a	study¢Ã​Â​Âs	design,	sociologists	generally	choose	from	four	widely	used	methods	of	social	investigation:	survey,	experiment,	field	research,	and	textual	or	secondary	data	analysis	(or	use	of	existing	sources).	Every	research	method	comes	with	pluses	and	minuses,	and	the	topic	of	study	strongly
influences	which	method	or	methods	are	put	to	use.	1.	Surveys	As	a	research	method,	a	survey	collects	data	from	subjects	who	respond	to	a	series	of	questions	about	behaviours	and	opinions,	often	in	the	form	of	a	written	questionnaire.	The	survey	is	one	of	the	most	widely	used	sociological	research	methods.	The	standard	survey	format	allows
individuals	a	level	of	anonymity	in	which	they	can	express	personal	ideas.	Figure	2.10.	Questionnaires	are	a	common	research	method.	The	Statistics	Canada	census	is	a	well-known	example.	(Photo	courtesy	of	Khosrow	Ebrahimpour/Flickr)	At	some	point	or	another,	everyone	responds	to	some	type	of	survey.	The	Statistics	Canada	census	is	an
excellent	example	of	a	large-scale	survey	intended	to	gather	sociological	data.	Customers	also	fill	out	questionnaires	at	stores	or	promotional	events,	responding	to	questions	such	as	¢Ã​Â​ÂHow	did	you	hear	about	the	event?¢Ã​Â​Â	and	¢Ã​Â​ÂWere	the	staff	helpful?¢Ã​Â​Â	You	have	probably	picked	up	the	phone	and	heard	a	caller	ask	you	to	participate	in	a
political	O	similar	type	of	survey:	ã	¢	âvelop	"and	eat	hot	dogs?	If	yes,	how	many	per	month?	"Not	all	surveys	would	be	considered	sociological	research.	Marketing	polls	help	companies	perfect	the	objectives	and	marketing	strategies;	in	general	they	are	not	conducted	as	part	of	a	scientific	study,	which	means	that	they	are	not	designed	to	test	an	'
hypothesis	or	to	contribute	to	knowing	the	field	of	sociology.	The	results	are	not	published	in	an	arbitration	academic	magazine	in	which	the	design,	methodology,	results	and	analyzes	are	checked.	Often,	the	surveys	on	TV	do	not	reflect	a	general	population,	but	They	are	simply	answers	from	a	specific	show	audience.	The	polls	conducted	by	programs
such	as	American	Idol	or	Canadian	Idol	represent	the	opinions	of	fans	but	are	not	particularly	scientific.	A	good	contrast	with	these	are	the	assessments	of	the	Bureau	of	Broadcast	Measurement	(BBM)	(now	called	numeris),	which	determine	the	popularity	of	radio	and	television	programming	in	Canada	through	RIC	scientific	market	ears.	Their
researchers	ask	for	a	large	random	sample	of	Canadians,	of	Et	equal	to	or	over	12	years	of	age,	to	fill	in	a	television	or	radio	diary	for	a	week,	noting	the	times	and	broadcasters	they	have	listened	to	or	seen.	On	the	basis	of	this	methodology	they	are	able	to	generate	an	accurate	report	of	media	consumers	preferences,	which	are	used	to	provide
transmission	assessments	for	radio	and	television	stations	and	define	the	characteristics	of	their	main	public.	Sociologists	lead	surveys	in	controlled	conditions	for	specific	purposes.	The	surveys	collect	different	types	of	information	from	people.	While	the	polls	are	not	good	at	capturing	the	ways	in	which	people	really	behave	in	social	situations,	they
are	an	excellent	method	to	find	out	how	people	feel	and	think	è	¢	â	€	â	€	or	at	least	as	they	say	they	feel	and	think.	Polls	can	trace	attitudes	and	opinions,	political	preferences,	individual	behaviors	such	as	sleeping,	driving,	diet	diet	education	levels.	A	survey	targets	a	specific	population,	people	who	are	the	focus	of	a	study,	such	as	university	athletes,
international	students,	or	teenagers	living	with	type	1	(juvenile-onset)	diabetes.	Most	researchers	choose	to	survey	a	small	sector	of	the	population,	or	a	sample:	That	is,	a	manageable	number	of	subjects	who	represent	a	larger	population.	The	success	of	a	study	depends	on	how	well	a	population	is	represented	by	the	sample.	In	a	random	sample,
every	person	in	a	population	has	the	same	chance	of	being	chosen	for	the	study.	According	to	the	laws	of	probability,	random	samples	represent	the	population	as	a	whole.	The	larger	the	sample	size,	the	more	accurate	the	results	will	be	in	characterizing	the	population	being	studied.	For	practical	purposes,	however,	a	sample	size	of	1,500	people	will
give	acceptably	accurate	results	even	if	the	population	being	researched	was	the	entire	adult	population	of	Canada.	For	instance,	an	Ipsos	Reid	poll,	if	conducted	as	a	nationwide	random	sampling,	should	be	able	to	provide	an	accurate	estimate	of	public	opinion	whether	it	contacts	1,500	or	10,000	people.	Typically	surveys	will	include	a	figure	that
gives	the	margin	of	error	of	the	survey	results.​Ã	Â	Based	on	probabilities,	this	will	give	a	range	of	values	within	which	the	true	value	of	the	population	characteristic	will	be.	This	figure	also	depends	on	the	size	of	a	sample.	For	example,	a	political	poll	based	on	a	sample	of	1,500	respondents	might	state	that	if	an	election	were	called	tomorrow	the
Conservative	Party	would	get	30%	of	the	vote	plus	or	minus	2.5%	based	on	a	confidence	interval	of	95%.	That	is,	there	is	a	5%	chance	that	the	true	vote	would	fall	outside	of	the	range	of	27.5%	to	32.5%,	or	1	time	out	of	20​Ã	Â	if	you	were	to	conduct	the	poll	20	times.	If	the	poll	was	based	on	a	sample	of	1,000	respondents,	the	margin	of	error	would	be
higher,	plus	or	minus	3.1%.	This	is	significant,	of	course,	because	if	♪	Âeb	dluow	llop	eht	%82	ta	gnillop	was	slarebil	eht	dna	%03	ta	gnillop	was	sevitavresnocAll	right,	"agent",	"Disagree",	etc.	Answers	and	leral	in	percentages.	This	is	also	the	main	disadvantage	of	questionnaires,	however:	their	artificiality.	In	real	life,	there	are	rarely	unequivocally
answers	yes	or	no.	Questionnaires	can	also	ask	more	complex	questions	with	more	complex	answers	than	yes,	no,	agree,	strongly	agree	or	another	option	next	to	a	checkbox.	In	these	cases,	answers	are	subjective,	vary	from	person	to	person.	How	do	you	plan	to	use	your	university	education?	Why	do	you	follow	Justin	Bieber	on	Twitter?	These	types	of
questions	require	brief	answers	to	the	essay	and	participants	willing	to	take	time	to	write	such	answers	will	transmit	personal	information	about	their	beliefs,	opinions	and	attitudes.	Some	topics	reflecting	the	internal	subjective	perspectives	are	impossible	to	observe	directly.	Sometimes	they	can	be	sensitive	and	difficult	to	discuss	honestly	in	a	public
forum	or	with	a	stranger.	People	are	more	likely	to	share	honest	answers	if	they	can	answer	questions	anonymously.	This	type	of	information	is	qualitative	data	-	subjective	results	and	often	based	on	what	is	experienced	in	a	natural	context.	Quality	information	is	more	difficult	to	organize	and	tabular.	The	researcher	will	end	with	a	wide	range	of
answers	and	some	of	which	might	be	surprising.	The	advantage	of	written	opinions,	however,	is	the	wealth	of	material	they	provide.	An	interview	is	an	individual	conversation	between	the	researcher	and	the	subject	and	is	another	way	of	conducting	surveys	on	a	topic.	Interviews	are	similar	to	short-response	questions	on	surveys	as	the	researcher
asks	subjects	a	number	of	questions.	They	can	be	quantitative	if	the	questions	are	standardized	and	have	numerically	quantifiable	answers:	You	are(Yes	=	0,	no	=	1);	on	a	scale	of	1	to	5	how	would	you	describe	your	level	of	optimism?	can	also	be	qualitative	if	participants	are	freeAs	they	want,	without	being	limited	by	predetermined	choices.	In	the
back-and-forth	conversation	of	an	interview,	a	researcher	can	ask	for	clarifications,	spend	more	time	on	a	subtopic,	or	ask	additional	questions.	In	an	interview,	a	subject	is	ideally	free	to	open	and	answer	questions	that	are	often	complex.	There	are	no	right	or	wrong	answers.	The	subject	may	not	even	know	how	to	answer	questions	honestly.
Questions	like	â	€	œHome	has	made	the	vision	of	the	company	of	alcohol	consumption	influence	your	decision	whether	or	not	to	take	your	first	sip	of	alcohol?	Â	€	or	â	€	œI	have	felt	that	the	divorce	of	your	parents	would	put	a	stigma	Social	on	your	family?	â	€	so	many	factors	that	the	answers	are	difficult	to	classify.	A	researcher	must	avoid	steering
or	solicit	the	topic	to	respond	specifically;	Otherwise,	the	results	will	prove	to	be	unreliable.	Obviously,	even	a	sociological	interview	should	not	be	an	interrogation.	The	researcher	benefits	from	obtaining	the	trust	of	a	subject,	empathizing	or	commissioning	with	a	subject,	and	listening	without	judgment.	2.	Experiments	have	probably	tested	personal
social	theories.	â	€	œIf	studio	at	night	and	review	in	the	morning,	I	improve	my	retention	skills.	â	€	or,	â	€	œIf	I	stopped	drinking	soda,	I	would	feel	better.â	€	cause	and	effect.	If	this,	then	that.	When	a	theory	occurs,	the	results	or	demonstrate	or	deny	your	hypothesis.	One	way	the	researchers	test	social	theories	is	to	lead	an	experiment,	which	means
that	relationships	investigate	a	hypothesis	â	€	"a	scientific	approach.	There	are	two	main	types	of	experiments:	laboratory	-based	experiments,	and	natural	or	field	experiments.	In	a	laboratory	that	sets	the	research	can	be	controlled	so	that,	perhaps,	more	data	can	be	recorded	in	a	certain	amount	of	time.	¹Ãip	¹Ãip	etaredisnoc	eresse	orebbertop
inoizamrofni	el	am	,atallortnoc	eresse	²Ãup	non	itad	id	enoizareneg	al	,opmac	lus	otasab	o	elarutan	otnemirepse	nu	since	since	it	was	collected	without	interference	or	intervention	by	the	researcher.	As	a	research	method,	either	type	of	sociological	experiment	is	useful	for	testing	if-then	statements:	if	a	particular	thing	happens,	then	another
particular	thing	will	result.	To	set	up	a	lab-based	experiment,	sociologists	create	artificial	situations	that	allow	them	to	manipulate	variables.	Classically,	the	sociologist	selects	a	set	of	people	with	similar	characteristics,	such	as	age,	class,	race,	or	education.	Those	people	are	divided	into	two	groups.	One	is	the	experimental	group	and	the	other	is	the
control	group.	The	experimental	group	is	exposed	to	the	independent	variable(s)	and	the	control	group	is	not.	This	is	similar	to	pharmaceutical	drug	trials	in	which	the	experimental	group	is	given	the	test	drug	and	the	control	group	is	given	a	placebo	or	sugar	pill.	Figure	2.11.	Mincome	was	a	large-scale	experiment	conducted	in	Dauphin,	Manitoba,
between	1974	and	1979	to	explore	the	effect	of	having	a	universal	guaranteed	annual	income	on	the	incentive	to	work	and	other	social	indicators.	(Photo	courtesy	of	Bobak	Ha¢Ã​Â​ÂEri/Wikimedia	commons)	A	real-life	example	will	help	illustrate	the	experimental	process	in	sociology.	Between	1974	and	1979	an	experiment	was	conducted	in	the	small
town	of	Dauphin,	Manitoba	(the	¢Ã​Â​Âgarden	capital	of	Manitoba¢Ã​Â​Â).	Each	family	received	a	modest	monthly	guaranteed	income	¢Ã​Â​Â	a	¢Ã​Â​Âmincome¢Ã​Â​Â	¢Ã​Â​Â	equivalent	to	a	maximum	of	60	percent	of	the	¢Ã​Â​Âlow-income	cut-off	figure¢Ã​Â​Â	(a	Statistics	Canada	measure	of	poverty,	which	varies	with	family	size).	The	income	was	50	cents	per
dollar	less	for	families	who	had	incomes	from	other	sources.	Families	earning	over	a	certain	income	level	did	not	receive	mincome.	Families	that	were	already	collecting	welfare	or	unemployment	insurance	were	also	excluded.	The	test	families	in	Dauphin	were	compared	with	control	groups	in	other	rural	Manitoba	communities	on	a	range	of
indicators	as	number	of	hours	worked	per	week,	school	performance,	high	school	reduction	rates	and	hospital	visits	(Forget,	2011).	A	guaranteed	annual	income	has	been	seen	at	the	moment	as	a	less	expensive,	less	bureaucratic	public	alternative	to	facing	poverty	than	existing	insurance	and	welfare	programs.	Today	it	is	an	active	proposal	in
Switzerland	(Lowrey,	2013).	Intuitively,	it	seems	logical	that	the	lack	of	income	is	the	cause	of	poverty	and	issues	related	to	poverty.	One	of	the	main	concerns,	however,	was	whether	a	guaranteed	income	would	create	a	disincentive	to	work.	The	concept	seems	to	challenge	the	principles	of	Protestant	work	ethics	(see	Max	Weber's	discussion	in
chapter	1).	The	study	found	very	small	decreases	in	hours	worked	per	week:	about	1%	for	men,	3	percent	for	married	women,	and	5	percent	for	unmarried	women.	Forget	(2011)	claims	that	this	was	because	income	provided	the	opportunity	for	people	to	spend	more	time	with	family	and	school,	especially	for	young	mothers	and	teenage	girls.	There
have	also	been	significant	social	benefits	from	the	experiment,	including	better	test	scores	in	school,	lower	high	school	reduction	rates,	less	hospital	visits,	less	accidents	and	injuries,	and	less	mental	health	issues.	Ironically,	due	to	the	lack	of	secured	funding	(and	lack	of	political	interest	by	the	end	of	the	1970s),	the	data	and	results	of	the	study	were
not	analyzed	or	published	until	2011.	The	data	was	stored	and	seated	by	collecting	dust	in	boxes.	Mincome	experiment	has	shown	the	benefits	that	even	a	modest	guaranteed	annual	income	supplement	could	have	on	health	and	social	outcomes	in	communities.	People	seem	to	live	a	healthier	life	and	eilgimaf	eilgimaf	elled	ozret	nu	acric	olos	otnemom
isaislauq	ni	ehc	otad	ednarg	etnemetnednerpros	otats	¨Ã	otidder	id	otnemelppus	led	ottapmi'l	ehc	aton	etacitnemiD	,acrecir	alled	otnussair	ous	leN	.	Ãtrevop	al	rep	israpuccoerp	id	ongosib	onnah	non	odnauq	enoizacude	eroilgim	anu	Receiving	income	and,	for	some	families,	the	income	amount	would	have	been	very	small.	The	advantage	of	income
was	greater	for	low	-income	work	families,	but	research	showed	that	the	entire	community	has	taken	profit.	The	improvement	of	the	overall	health	results	for	the	community	suggests	that	a	guaranteed	income	would	also	involve	savings	for	the	public	health	system.	To	test	the	benefits	of	the	tutoring,	for	example,	the	sociologist	could	exhibit	the
experimental	group	of	students	at	tutoring	while	the	control	group	does	not	receive	tutoring.	So	both	groups	would	have	been	tested	for	differences	in	performance	to	see	if	the	tutoring	had	an	effect	on	the	experimental	group	of	students.	As	you	can	imagine,	in	one	case	like	this,	the	researcher	would	not	want	to	endanger	the	results	of	either	of	the
two	students,	so	the	environment	would	be	somehow	artificial.	The	test	would	not	be	for	a	vote	reflected	on	their	permanent	record,	for	example.	Stanford's	experiment	in	prison	is	perhaps	one	of	the	most	famous	sociological	experiments	never	conducted.	In	1971,	24	male	university	students	of	the	middle	class	were	selected	to	take	part	in	a
simulated	prison	environment	to	examine	the	effects	of	the	social	context	and	social	roles	on	individual	psychology	and	behavior.	They	were	randomly	divided	into	12	guards	and	12	prisoners.	The	prisoners	were	arrested	at	home	and	transported	blindfolded	in	the	prison	simulated	in	the	basement	of	the	psychological	building	on	the	Campus	of	the
Stanford	University.	Within	one	day	from	the	arrival	of	the	prisoners	and	the	guards	began	to	show	respectively	signs	of	trauma	and	sadism.	After	some	prisoners	rebelled	by	blocking	themselves	in	their	cells,	the	guards	resorted	to	the	use	of	tactics	and	more	humiliating	and	degrading	to	control	prisoners	through	.)3791	.)3791	,odrabmiZ	¢Ã	e	sknaB
,yenaH(	onam	irouf	otsamir	are	osuba'l	©Ãhcrep	inroig	ies	ilos	opod	otanodnabba	eresse	avevod	otnemirepse'L	.acigolocisp	enoizalopinam	the	the	insights	into	the	social	dynamics	of	authoritarianism	it	generated	were	fascinating,	the	Stanford	Prison	Experiment	also	serves	as	an	example	of	the	ethical	issues	that	emerge	when	experimenting	on
human	subjects.	3.	Field	Research	Figure	2.12.	Sociological	researchers	travel	across	countries	and	cultures	to	interact	with	and	observe	subjects	in	their	natural	environments.	(Photo	courtesy	of	Patrick/Flickr)	The	work	of	sociology	rarely	happens	in	limited,	confined	spaces.	Sociologists	seldom	study	subjects	in	their	own	offices	or	laboratories.
Rather,	sociologists	go	out	into	the	world.	They	meet	subjects	where	they	live,	work,	and	play.	Field	research	refers	to	gathering	primary	data	from	a	natural	environment	without	doing	a	lab	experiment	or	a	survey.	It	is	a	research	method	suited	to	an	interpretive	approach	rather	than	to	positivist	approaches.	To	conduct	field	research,	the	sociologist
must	be	willing	to	step	into	new	environments	and	observe,	participate,	or	experience	those	worlds.	In	fieldwork,	the	sociologists,	rather	than	the	subjects,	are	the	ones	out	of	their	element.	The	researcher	interacts	with	or	observes	a	person	or	people,	gathering	data	along	the	way.	The	key	point	in	field	research	is	that	it	takes	place	in	the
subject¢Ã​Â​Âs	natural	environment,	whether	it¢Ã​Â​Âs	a	coffee	shop	or	tribal	village,	a	homeless	shelter	or	a	care	home,	a	hospital,	airport,	mall,	or	beach	resort.	While	field	research	often	begins	in	a	specific	setting,	the	study¢Ã​Â​Âs	purpose	is	to	observe	specific	behaviours	in	that	setting.	Fieldwork	is	optimal	for	observing	how	people	behave.	It	is	less
useful,	however,	for	developing	causal	explanations	of	why	they	behave	that	way.	From	the	small	size	of	the	groups	studied	in	fieldwork,	it	is	difficult	to	make	predictions	or	generalizations	to	a	larger	population.	Similarly,	there	are	difficulties	in	gaining	an	objective	distance	from	research	subjects.	It	is	difficult	to	know	whether	emirc	fo	slevel	eht
gnisaercni	tuohtiw	,seldeen	fo	gnirahs	eht	sa	hcus	,sruoivaheb	yksir	dna	esodrevo	morf	shtaed	htob	decuder	sah	etiSnI	taht	nwohs	evah	seiduts	eht	morf	stluser	ehT	.ytilicaf	eht	ot	tnatsid	dna	raen	yllacihpargoeg	dna	ytilicaf	eht	fo	gninepo	eht	retfa	dna	erofeb	snoitalupop	ni	sgurd	fo	egasu	yksir	eht	derapmoc	srehcraeser	,margorp	eht	fo	ssenevitceffe
eht	ssessa	oT	.ypareht	kees	ro	gnisu	tiuq	ot	degilbo	ton	era	sresu	nioreh	eht	esuaceb	dna	)noitpmexe	lairetsinim	laredef	a	hguorht	setarepo	ytilicaf	eht(	wal	eht	tsniaga	si	esu	nioreh	esuaceb	htob	margorp	Laisrevortnoc	that	he	is	the	.ycnegeme	lacidem	ro	sesodrevo	fo	esac	eht	etevretni	ot	dnah	no	era	slanoisforpp	htlaeh	dna	dedivorp	era	elc	otnorivne
sgurd	tcejni	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	sgud	,	EFAS	DESIVREPS	A	TI	ETISNI	.)6002	,.La	te	doow	;1102	,.La	llahsram(	revuocnav	ni	Etisni	Gniduds	Srehcraeser	yb	Desu	Neeb	Sah	Hcaorppa	Siht	.serusaem	evitatitnauq	gnisu	puorg	latnemirepxe	na	htiw	derapmoc	eb	nac	puorg	lortnoc	a	hcihw	ni	ledom	hcraeser
latnemirepxe-isauq	ro	latnemirepxe	na	morf	emoc	dluow	atad	elbailer	tsom	ehT	.noisiced	ycilop	a	ekam	meht	pleh	ot	ytilibailer	hgih	fo	ecnedive	)evitatitnauq	,.e.i(	Â	​Â​Ã¢drahÂ​Â​Ã¢	tnaw	ot	srotartsinimda	cilbup	tcepxe	dluow	ew	,esu	gurd	suonevartni	fo	sksir	htlaeh	cilbup	eht	gnicuder	rof	setis	noitcejni	efas	fo	ssenevitceffe	eht	no	tnemucod	ycilop
tnemnrevog	a	gnicudorp	otni	og	thgim	taht	hcraeser	fo	epyt	eht	redisnoc	ew	fI	.dednetni	si	hcraeser	eht	mohw	rof	ecneidua	eht	dna	hcraeser	eht	fo	esoprup	eht	gnidulcni	,srotcaf	fo	rebmun	a	no	sdneped	ygolodohtem	hcraeser	a	gnisoohC	)snommoC	aidemikiW	fo	ysetruoc	otohP(	.revuocnaV	nwotnwod	ni	sresu	eniacoc	kcarC	.31.2	erugiF	.yduts	esac
eht	DNA	,yhpargonhte	,noitavresbo	:hcraeser	dleif	fo	sepy	eerht	ta	kool	sliw	ew	.atad	emas	eht	drocer	ro	sgniht	emas	ees	dluow	rehcreeser	with	drug	use	and	addiction.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	research	question	is	more	exploratory	(for	example,	trying	to	discern	the	reasons	why	individuals	in	the	crack	smoking	subculture	engage	in	the	risky	activity
of	sharing	pipes),	the	more	nuanced	approach	of	fieldwork	is	more	appropriate.	The	research	would	need	to	focus	on	the	subcultural	context,	rituals,	and	meaning	of	sharing	pipes,	and	why	these	phenomena	override	known	health	concerns.	Graduate	student	Andrew	Ivsins	at	the	University	of	Victoria	studied	the	practice	of	sharing	pipes	among	13
habitual	users	of	crack	cocaine	in	Victoria,	B.C.	(Ivsins,	2010).	He	met	crack	smokers	in	their	typical	setting	downtown	and	used	an	unstructured	interview	method	to	try	to	draw	out	the	informal	norms	that	lead	to	sharing	pipes.	One	factor	he	discovered	was	the	bond	that	formed	between	friends	or	intimate	partners	when	they	shared	a	pipe.	He	also
discovered	that	there	was	an	elaborate	subcultural	etiquette	of	pipe	use	that	revolved	around	the	benefit	of	getting	the	crack	resin	smokers	left	behind.	Both	of	these	motives	tended	to	outweigh	the	recognized	health	risks	of	sharing	pipes	(such	as	hepatitis)	in	the	decision	making	of	the	users.	This	type	of	research	was	valuable	in	illuminating	the
unknown	subcultural	norms	of	crack	use	that	could	still	come	into	play	in	a	harm	reduction	strategy	such	as	distributing	safe	crack	kits	to	addicts.	Participant	Observation	In	2000,	a	comic	writer	named	Rodney	Rothman	wanted	an	insider¢Ã​Â​Âs	view	of	white-collar	work.	He	slipped	into	the	sterile,	high-rise	offices	of	a	New	York	¢Ã​Â​Âdot	com¢Ã​Â​Â
agency.	Every	day	for	two	weeks,	he	pretended	to	work	there.	His	main	purpose	was	simply	to	see	if	anyone	would	notice	him	or	challenge	his	presence.	No	one	did.	The	receptionist	greeted	him.	The	employees	smiled	and	said	good	morning.	Rothman	was	accepted	as	part	of	the	team.	He	even	went	so	far	as	to	claim	a	desk,	inform	the	receptionist	of
his	and	attend	a	meeting.	He	published	an	article	about	his	experience	in	The	New	Yorker	called	"My	Fake	Job"	(2000).	Later,	he	was	discredited	for	allegedly	producing	some	details	of	the	story	and	The	New	Yorker	issued	an	apology.	However,	Rothman's	funny	article	still	offered	fascinating	descriptions	of	the	interior	works	of	a	dot	com	company
and	exemplified	the	lengths	to	which	a	sociologist	will	go	to	discover	the	material.	Figure	2.14.	Is	it	a	waitress	or	a	sociologist	who	conducts	a	study	using	the	observation	of	participants?	Rothman	had	conducted	a	form	of	study	called	observation	of	participants,	in	which	researchers	join	people	and	participate	in	the	routine	activities	of	a	group	in
order	to	observe	them	within	this	context.	This	method	allows	researchers	to	study	a	natural	social	activity	without	imposing	artificial	or	intrusive	research	devices,	such	as	fixed	questionnaire	questions,	on	the	situation.	A	researcher	could	go	to	great	lengths	to	get	a	first-hand	look	in	a	trend,	institution	or	behavior.	Researchers	have	temporarily	put
themselves	in	“native”	roles	and	record	their	observations.	A	researcher	could	work	as	a	waitress	at	a	diner,	or	live	as	a	homeless	person	for	several	weeks,	or	go	along	with	police	officers	while	patrolling	their	regular	pace.	Often,	these	researchers	try	to	merge	seamlessly	with	the	population	they	study,	and	may	not	reveal	their	true	identity	or
purpose	if	they	feel	they	would	compromise	the	results	of	their	research.	At	the	beginning	of	a	field	study,	researchers	may	have	a	question:	“What	really	happens	in	the	kitchen	of	the	most	popular	restaurant	on	campus?”	or	“What	is	it	like	being	homeless?”	Participated	observation	is	a	useful	method	if	the	researcherexplore	a	certain	environment
from	the	inside.	The	researchers	of	the	field	simply	want	to	observe	and	learn.	In	this	context,	the	researcher	will	be	And	open	to	whatever	happens,	recording	all	observations	carefully.	Soon,	as	the	models	emerge,	the	questions	will	become	more	specific,	the	observations	will	lead	to	hypotheses	and	the	hypotheses	will	guide	the	researcher	in	the
modeling	of	the	data	in	results.	in	a	study	on	the	small	American	city	conducted	by	sociological	researchers	john	s.	lynd	and	helen	merrell	lynd,	the	team	altered	their	purpose	while	collecting	data.	They	initially	planned	to	focus	their	study	on	the	role	of	religion	in	American	cities.	As	they	drew	up	observations,	they	realized	that	the	effect	of
industrialization	and	urbanization	was	the	most	relevant	subject	of	this	social	group.	the	lynds	did	not	change	their	methods,	but	they	revised	their	purpose.	this	modeled	the	structure	of	middletown:	a	study	on	modern	American	culture,	their	published	results	(lynd	&	â	lynd,	1959).	Figure	2.15.	a	munchie	court,	in	Indiana,	in	1917,	five	years	before
John	and	Helen	lynd	began	to	search	for	this	typical	American	community.	(photo	courtesy	of	don	or	Brien/Flickr)	the	lynds	were	in	advance	on	their	mission.	Indian	citizens	knew	why	researchers	were	among	them.	but	some	sociologists	prefer	not	to	warn	people	of	their	presence.	the	main	advantage	of	the	observation	of	hidden	participants	is	that	it
allows	the	researcher	to	access	authentic	natural	behaviors	of	members	of	a	group.	the	challenge,	however,	is	to	get	access	to	a	setting	without	interrupting	the	model	of	the	behavior	of	others.	becoming	an	internal	member	of	a	group,	organization	or	subculture	requires	time	and	effort.	Researchers	must	pretend	they're	something	they're	not.	the
process	could	involve	a	role	play,	take	contacts,	networking	or	require	a	job.	once	insidegroup,	some	researchers	spend	months	or	even	years	pretending	to	be	one	of	the	people	they	are	watching.	However,	as	observers,	they	cannot	be	too	involved.	They	must	keep	their	purpose	in	mind	and	apply	the	,anamittes	alla	inroig	ettes	otaroval	,oroval	id
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otats	¨Ã	,ehcinorc	etulas	id	inoizidnoc	elled	otnemattart	li	rep	eragap	avetop	non	,otua	ni	workers	suffer.	Figure	2.16.	Field	research	takes	place	in	real	places.	What	kind	of	environment	do	adoptive	work	spaces?	What	would	a	sociologist	discover	after	the	merger?	(Photo	courtesy	of	Drewzhrodague/Flickr)	Ethnography	is	the	extensive	observation	of
the	social	perspective	and	cultural	values	of	an	entire	social	context.	Researchers	try	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	life	of	a	linked	group	living	and	working	among	themselves.	Ethnography	often	involves	the	observation	of	participants,	but	the	focus	is	the	systematic	observation	of	an	entire	community.	The	heart	of	an	ethnographic	study	focuses	on
how	subjects	see	their	social	position	and	how	they	understand	in	relation	to	a	community.	It	aims	to	develop	a	“stick	description”	of	people’s	behavior	that	describes	not	only	the	behavior	itself	but	the	layers	of	meaning	that	form	the	context	of	behavior	(Geertz,	1973).	An	ethnographic	study	could	observe,	for	example,	a	small	fishing	city	of
Newfoundland,	a	community	of	Inuit,	a	scientific	research	laboratory,	a	backpack	hostel,	a	private	boarding	school,	or	Disney	World.	These	places	have	all	boundaries.	People	live,	work,	study	or	holiday	within	those	boundaries.	People	are	there	for	a	certain	reason	and	therefore	behave	in	certain	ways	and	respect	some	cultural	norms.	An
ethnographer	undertakes	to	spend	a	certain	amount	of	time	studying	every	aspect	of	the	chosen	place,	taking	as	much	as	possible,	and	keeping	accurate	notes	on	his	observations.	A	sociologist	who	studies	an	ayahuasca	ceremony	in	the	Amazon	could	learn	the	language,	look	at	the	way	shamans	go	on	their	daily	life,	ask	individuals	the	meaning	of
different	aspects	of	activity,	study	the	cosmology	of	the	group,	and	then	write	a	document	about	it.	To	observe	a	retreat	centerAn	ethnographer	could	enroll	in	a	retreat	and	participate	as	a	guest	for	a	prolonged	stay,	observe	and	record	people	like	people	emase'l	e	ennod	iralocitrap	id	elacol	azneirepse'lled	otanicivvar	emase'l	:illevil	eud	a	odom
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,oipmese	dA	.anilpicsid	atrec	anu	a	airanidroarts	aznecsonoc	anu	eregnuigga	²Ãup	oiduts	id	osac	ocinu	nu	They	could	study	texts	written	by	historians,	economists,	teachers	or	first	sociologists.	They	could	seek	through	periodicals,	newspapers	or	o	from	any	period	in	history.	Using	available	information	not	only	saves	time	and	money,	but	it	can	add
depth	to	a	study.	Sociologists	often	interpret	findings	in	a	new	way,	a	way	that	was	not	part	of	an	author¢Ã​Â​Âs	original	purpose	or	intention.	To	study	how	women	were	encouraged	to	act	and	behave	in	the	1960s,	for	example,	a	researcher	might	watch	movies,	televisions	shows,	and	situation	comedies	from	that	period.	Or	to	research	changes	in
behaviour	and	attitudes	due	to	the	emergence	of	television	in	the	late	1950s	and	early	1960s,	a	sociologist	would	rely	on	new	interpretations	of	secondary	data.	Decades	from	now,	researchers	will	most	likely	conduct	similar	studies	on	the	advent	of	mobile	phones,	the	internet,	or	Facebook.	One	methodology	that	sociologists	employ	with	secondary
data	is	content	analysis.	Content	analysis	is	a	quantitative	approach	to	textual	research	that	selects	an	item	of	textual	content	(i.e.,	a	variable)	that	can	be	reliably	and	consistently	observed	and	coded,	and	surveys	the	prevalence	of	that	item	in	a	sample	of	textual	output.	For	example,	Gilens	(1996)	wanted	to	find	out	why	survey	research	shows	that
the	American	public	substantially	exaggerates	the	percentage	of	African	Americans	among	the	poor.	He	examined	whether	media	representations	influence	public	perceptions	and	did	a	content	analysis	of	photographs	of	poor	people	in	American	news	magazines.	He	coded	and	then	systematically	recorded	incidences	of	three	variables:	(1)	race:	white,
black,	indeterminate;	(2)	employed:	working,	not	working;	and	(3)	age.	Gilens	discovered	that	not	only	were	African	Americans	markedly	overrepresented	in	news	magazine	photographs	of	poverty,	but	that	the	photos	also	tended	to	under	represent	¢Ã​Â​Âsympathetic¢Ã​Â​Â	subgroups	of	the	poor¢Ã​Â​Âthe	elderly	and	working	poor¢Ã​Â​Âwhile	over
representing	less	sympathetic	groups¢Ã​Â​Âunemployed,	working	age	adults.	Gilens	concluded	that	by	providing	a	distorted	representation	Poor,	US	news	magazines	"strengthen	the	negative	stereotypes	of	the	blacks	bogged	down	in	the	poverty	and	contribute	to	the	belief	that	the	poverty	is	mainly	a"	black	problem	"(1996).	Social	scientists	also	learn
by	analyzing	the	search	for	a	variety	of	agencies.	The	departments	Government,	the	research	groups	of	public	interest	and	global	organizations	such	as	Statistics	Canada,	the	Canadian	Center	for	Policy	Alternatives	or	the	World	Health	Organization	publishes	studies	with	useful	results	for	sociologists.	A	public	statistics	that	measures	income
inequality	could	be	useful	To	study	those	who	have	benefited	and	those	who	have	lost	following	the	2008	recession;	a	demographic	profile	of	different	groups	of	immigrants	could	be	compared	with	unemployment	data	to	examine	the	reasons	why	immigration	settlement	programs	are	more	effective	for	some	community	that	for	others.	One	of	the
advantages	of	data	Secondary	is	that	it	is	a	non	-reactive	(or	discreet)	research,	which	means	that	it	does	not	include	direct	contact	with	subjects	and	does	not	alter	or	influence	people's	behavior.	Unlike	studies	that	require	direct	contact	with	people,	the	use	of	previously	published	data	does	not	require	to	enter	a	population	and	investments	and	risks
relating	to	that	research	process.	The	use	of	available	data	has	its	challenges.	Public	registers	are	not	always	easy	to	access.	A	researcher	must	do	some	work	to	trace	them	and	get	access	to	records.	In	some	cases	there	is	no	way	to	verify	the	accuracy	of	existing	data.	It	is	easy,	for	example,	counting	how	many	drunk	drivers	are	pulled	out	of	the
police.	But	how	many	not?	Even	if	it	is	possible	to	discover	the	percentage	of	teenage	students	who	abandon	high	school,	it	may	be	more	difficult	to	determine	the	number	that	returns	to	school	They	get	their	high	school	diplomas	later.	Another	problem	arises	when	the	data	is	not	available	in	the	exact	necessary	form	or	do	not	include	the	precise
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srosseforpp	ot	diap	seiralas	,elpmaxe	rof	.skees	rehcraeser	Forms	in	which	the	secondary	data	meet	is	the	contingency	table.	A	contingency	table	provides	a	frequency	distribution	of	at	least	two	variables	that	allow	the	researcher	to	see	at	a	glance	how	the	variables	are	related.	Table	2.3	shows	the	frequency	of	different	types	of	criminals	against
firearms	for	Canada	and	the	United	States.	In	this	table,	the	independent	variable	(the	causal	variable)	is	the	country,	Canada	or	the	United	States.	The	dependent	variable,	displayed	in	the	columns,	is	the	frequency	of	crimes	involving	firearms	in	the	two	countries.	This	is	given	as	absolute	number	(â	€	œNumeroâ	€),	in	the	percentage	of	the	total
number	of	crimes	in	that	category	(i.e.,	in	the	percentage	of	the	total	number	of	murders,	assaults	and	main	robberies;	â	€	œ	€),	and	as	a	rate	calculated	for	100,000	population	(â	€	œTassâ	€).	To	interpret	the	table,	the	researcher	must	pay	attention	to	that	it	adds	up	to	100%.	In	this	table	there	has	been	no	complete	information	in	each	column,	but	it
is	straight	forward	to	recognize	that	if	33%	of	the	murders	in	Canada	involved	the	use	of	a	firearm,	another	67%	of	the	murders	do	not	she	did	it.	The	table,	therefore,	does	not	say	that	33%	of	all	firearms	crimes	in	Canada	were	murderer.	From	these	figures	it	is	also	possible	to	calculate	the	total	number	of	murders	that	took	place	in	Canada	in	2012
with	a	simple	ratio:	if	the	172	murders	involving	firearms	represent	33%	or	1/3	of	all	Canadian	murders,	then	There	were	(about)	516	murders	in	Canada	in	2012.	The	table	suggests	that	there	is	a	certain	correlation	between	the	country	and	the	violent	crime	linked	to	firearms.	Violent	crime	in	the	United	States	tends	to	involve	firearms	very
frequently	that	violent	crime	in	Canada.	As	for	the	murders,	in	2012	there	were	8,813	involving	firearms	in	the	United	States,	equal	to	69%	of	all	murders,	while	in	Canada	firearms	represent	33%	33%	Murders.	The	column	that	gives	violence	rates	of	firearms	per	100,000	population	allows	the	researcher	to	identify	a	figure	of	comparison	that	takes
into	account	the	different	dimensions	of	the	population	of	the	two	countries.	The	rate	of	murders	related	to	firearms	in	the	United	States	was	about	seven	times	higher	than	Canada	in	2012	(0.5	per	100,000	compared	to	3.5	per	100,000),	the	greater	assault	relating	to	firearms	is	State	of	about	ten	times	higher	(53	per	100,000	compared	to	5	per
100,000),	and	the	robbery	relating	to	firearms	was	about	five	times	higher	(8.9	per	100,000	compared	to	45.1	per	100,000).	The	question	that	this	data	raises	is	about	the	cause.	Why	are	violent	crimes	related	to	firearms	so	low	in	Canada	than	in	the	United	States?	A	key	element	are	the	legal	restrictions	on	the	possession	of	firearms	in	the	two
countries.	The	Canadian	law	requires	that	an	individual	has	a	valid	license	pursuant	to	the	firearms	law	to	own	or	possess	a	firearm	or	to	buy	ammunition.	Until	2012,	all	firearms	had	to	be	recorded,	but	with	the	repeal	of	the	national	provisions	of	the	register	of	weapons	for	long	weapons	(reflections	and	pistols),	currently	only	hand	guns	and
prohibited	weapons	(takeaway	weapons,	firearms	Completely	automatic	and	cutting	rifles	or	rifles)	must	be	recorded.	In	the	United	States,	the	standards	on	firearms	are	specific	to	the	state	and	only	some	states	place	restrictions	on	the	possession	of	firearms.	In	2007,	there	are	89	firearms	for	every	100	citizens	in	the	United	States,	which	is	the
highest	rate	of	ownership	of	weapons	of	any	country	(Cotter,	2014).	However,	given	that	the	homicide	rate	linked	to	Canada	firearms	is	higher	than	several	equal	countries,	in	particular	Japan	and	the	United	Kingdom,	variables	other	than	weapons	control	legislation	li	li	,etrap	narg	nI	.elaicos	led	oiduts	ollen	etazzilitu	eresse	onossop	ehc	acrecir	id
eigolodotem	id		Ãtisrevid	anu	ehcna	am	,aigoloicos	ni	ehciroet	evittepsorp	id		Ãteirav	anu	olos	¨Ã	iv	non	,aznedecerp	ni	otannecca	emoC	isetniS	.erottaf	nu	eresse	of	the	research	methodology	follows	from	the	choice	of	the	research	application.	Of	course,	the	choice	of	research	demand	itself	depends	on	the	same	type	of	values	​​and	decisions	underlying
the	nature	of	the	world	that	divide	the	theoretical	perspectives	into	sociology.	In	addition,	the	choice	of	research	demand	involves	both	the	character	of	the	social	phenomenon	that	has	been	studied	and	the	purpose	of	research	first.	Figure	2.18.	Summary	of	research	methods.	[Long	description]	(source:	William	Little)	once	again,	it	is	useful	to	map
the	different	methodologies	in	a	diagram.	We	can	position	them	along	two	axes	based	on:	(a)	if	the	object	or	purpose	of	research	require	highly	reliable	results	-	consistent	between	research	contexts	(high	reliability)	or	for	highly	valid	results	and	nuanced	the	specific	social	situation	under	observation	(observation	unique)	and	(b)	if	the	nature	of	the
object	of	the	research	can	be	significantly	operational	and	measured	using	quantitative	techniques	(quantitative	data)	or	is	better	grasped	in	terms	of	social	consistency	that	constitute	IT	(qualitative	data).	The	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	the	different	methodologies	are	summarized	in	table	2.4	below.	Table	2.4.	Main	methods	of	sociological
research.	Sociological	research	methods	have	advantages	and	disadvantages.	[Skip	Table]	The	Method	Implementation	of	the	interview	challenges	Questions	the	real	questionnaires	to	behave	in	the	work	of	working	on	the	real	life	field	observation	Ethnography	Houses	Study	Study	Study	made	detailed,	accurate	and	real	time	the	data	that	require
time	are	often	descriptive	and	unrelated	to	generalization	bias	is	difficult	to	control	for	qualitative	data	are	difficult	to	organize	Experimentation	Delibrated	manipulation	of	social	customs	and	mores	Test	cause	and	effect	Hawthorne	relationships	effect	Artificial	search	conditions	Ethics	on	the	well-being	of	people	Secondary	analysis	of	government
data	(census,	health,	crime	statistics)	Search	for	historical	documents	Content	analysis	Data	may	be	focused	on	a	different	purpose	than	your	Data	may	be	difficult	to	find	taking	into	account	the	historical	or	cultural	context	of	texts	2.3.	Sociologists	conduct	studies	to	shed	light	on	human	behavior.	Knowledge	is	a	powerful	tool	that	can	be	used	for
positive	change.	And	while	the	goal	of	a	sociologist	is	often	simply	to	discover	knowledge	rather	than	to	stimulate	action,	many	people	use	sociological	studies	to	help	improve	people’s	lives.	In	this	sense,	conducting	a	sociological	study	is	endowed	with	a	great	responsibility.	Like	all	researchers,	sociologists	must	consider	their	ethical	obligation	to
avoid	damaging	subjects	or	groups	during	their	research.	The	Canadian	Sociological	Association	(CSA),	is	the	leading	professional	organization	of	sociologists	in	Canada.	CSA	is	a	great	resource	for	sociology	students.	The	CSA	maintains	an	ethical	code	—	formal	guidelines	for	conducting	sociological	research	—	consisting	of	ethical	principles	and
norms	to	be	used	in	the	discipline.	It	also	describes	procedures	for	filing,	investigation	and	resolution	of	non-ethical	conduct	complaints.	These	are	in	line	with	the	Council's	policy	statement	on	ethical	behaviour	for	involving	human	beings	(2010),	which	applies	to	any	research	with	human	subjects	funded	by	one	of	three	federal	research	agencies	—
Canadian	research	institutes	airengegni	airengegni	e	ilarutan	ezneics	id	acrecir	id	oilgisnoC	li	,)RHIC(	(NSERC),	and	the	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	Research	Council	of	Canada	(SSHRC).	Practising	sociologists	and	sociology	students	have	a	lot	to	consider.	Some	of	the	guidelines	state	that	researchers	must	try	to	be	skillful	and	fair-minded	in
their	work,	especially	as	it	relates	to	their	human	subjects.	Researchers	must	obtain	participants¢Ã​Â​Â	informed	consent,	and	they	must	inform	subjects	of	the	responsibilities	and	risks	of	research	before	they	agree	to	participate.	During	a	study,	sociologists	must	ensure	the	safety	of	participants	and	immediately	stop	work	if	a	subject	becomes
potentially	endangered	on	any	level.	Researchers	are	required	to	protect	the	privacy	of	research	participants	whenever	possible.	Even	if	pressured	by	authorities,	such	as	police	or	courts,	researchers	are	not	ethically	allowed	to	release	confidential	information.	Researchers	must	make	results	available	to	other	sociologists,	must	make	public	all
sources	of	financial	support,	and	must	not	accept	funding	from	any	organization	that	might	cause	a	conflict	of	interest	or	seek	to	influence	the	research	results	for	its	own	purposes.	The	CSA¢Ã​Â​Âs	ethical	considerations	shape	not	only	the	study	but	also	the	publication	of	results.	Pioneer	German	sociologist	Max	Weber	identified	another	crucial	ethical
concern.	Weber	understood	that	personal	values	could	distort	the	framework	for	disclosing	study	results.	While	he	accepted	that	some	aspects	of	research	design	might	be	influenced	by	personal	values,	he	declared	it	was	entirely	inappropriate	to	allow	personal	values	to	shape	the	interpretation	of	the	responses.	Sociologists,	he	stated,	must	establish
value	neutrality,	a	practice	of	remaining	impartial,	without	bias	or	judgement,	during	the	course	of	a	study	and	in	publishing	results	(1949).	Sociologists	are	obligated	to	disclose	research	findings	without	omitting	or	distorting	significant	data.	Value	neutrality	does	not	mean	having	no	opinions.	It	yna	tuohtiw	snoitavresbo	no	desab	egdelwonK
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that	provides	for	a	question,	seek	existing	sources,	form	a	designing	and	conducting	a	study,	and	drawing	conclusions.	secondary	data	analysis:	Using	data	collected	by	others	but	applying	new	interpretations.	selective	observation:	Knowledge	based	on	observations	that	only	confirm	what	the	observer	expects	or	wants	to	see.	surveys:	Data	collections
from	subjects	who	respond	to	a	series	of	questions	about	behaviours	and	opinions,	often	in	the	form	of	a	questionnaire.	textually	mediated	communication:	Institutional	forms	of	communication	that	rely	on	written	documents,	texts,	and	paperwork.	traditional	knowledge:​Ã	ÂKnowledge	based	on	received	beliefs	or	the	way	things	have	always	been
done.	validity:​Ã	ÂThe	degree	to	which	a	sociological	measure	accurately	reflects	the	topic	of	study.	value	neutrality:​Ã	ÂA	practice	of	remaining	impartial,	without	bias	or	judgment,	during	the	course	of	a	study	and	in	publishing	results.	variable:​Ã	ÂA​Ã	Âcharacteristic	or	measure	of	a	social	phenomenon	that	can	take	different	values.	Section	Summary
2.1.	Approaches	to	Sociological	Research	Using	the	scientific	method,	a	researcher	conducts	a	study	in	five	phases:	asking	a	question,	researching	existing	sources,	formulating	a	hypothesis,	conducting	a	study,	and	drawing	conclusions.	The	scientific	method	is	useful	in	that	it	provides	a	clear	method	of	organizing	a	study.	Some	sociologists	conduct
scientific	research	through	a	positivist	framework	utilizing	a	hypothetico-deductive	formulation	of	the	research	question.	Other	sociologists	conduct	scientific	research	by	employing	an	interpretive	framework	that	is	often	inductive	in	nature.	Scientific	sociological	studies	often	observe	relationships	between	variables.	Researchers	study	how	one
variable	changes	another.	Prior	to	conducting	a	study,	researchers	are	careful	to	apply	operational	definitions	to	their	terms	and	to	establish	dependent	and	independent	variables.	2.2.	Research	Methods	Sociological	research	is	a	fairly	complex	process.	As	you	can	see,	Lot	also	goes	into	a	simple	search	design.	There	are	many	steps	and	much	to
consider	when	collecting	data	on	human	behavior,	as	well	as	interpreting	and	analyzing	data	in	order	to	form	conclusive	results.	Sociologists	use	scientific	methods	for	a	good	reason.	The	scientific	method	provides	an	organization	system	that	helps	researchers	plan	and	conduct	study	while	ensuring	that	data	and	results	are	reliable,	valid	and
objective.	The	numerous	methods	available	for	researchers	-	including	experiments,	surveys,	field	studies	and	secondary	data	analysis	-	all	have	advantages	and	disadvantages.	The	strength	of	a	study	may	depend	on	the	choice	and	implementation	of	the	appropriate	collection	method.	Depending	on	the	subject,	a	study	could	use	a	single	method	or
combination	of	methods.	It	is	important	to	plan	a	research	project	before	embarking	on	a	study.	The	information	collected	can	in	itself	be	surprising	and	the	design	of	the	study	should	provide	a	solid	framework	in	which	to	analyze	predicted	and	unforeseen	data.	2.3.	Ethical	concerns	Sociologists	and	students	of	sociology	must	assume	ethical
responsibility	for	any	study	they	conduct.	They	must	first	ensure	the	safety	of	their	participants.	When	possible,	they	must	ensure	that	participants	were	fully	informed	before	consenting	to	be	part	of	a	study.	The	Canadian	Sociological	Association	(CSA)	maintains	the	ethical	guidelines	that	sociologists	need	to	consider	while	conducting	research.	The
guidelines	concern	the	conduct	of	studies,	using	correctly	existing	sources,	accepting	funding	and	publishing	results.	Sociologists	must	try	to	maintain	neutrality	of	value.	They	must	collect	and	analyze	the	data	objectively,	putting	aside	their	preferences,	beliefs	and	personal	opinions.	Devonthe	results	carefully,	even	if	they	contradict	personal
convictions.	2.1.	Approaches	to	sociological	research	1.	A	measurement	is	considered	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Measurement	that	is
destined	to	measure,	according	to	the	topic	of	the	study.	Reliable	sociological	valid	quantity	2.	Sociological	studies	tests	of	relationships	in	which	change	in	one	______	cause	change	in	another.	Variable	operational	definition	of	the	behavior	of	the	test	subject	3.	In	a	study,	a	10	-year	-old	group	of	boys	is	fed	the	donuts	every	morning	for	a	week	and
then	weighed	to	see	how	much	weight	they	earned.	What	factor	is	the	dependent	variable?	The	donuts	to	the	boys	the	duration	of	a	week	the	weight	earned	4.	What	statement	does	the	best	operational	definition	of	"obesit	of	Childhood"	provides?	Children	who	eat	unhealthy	foods	and	spend	too	much	time	watching	television	and	playing	video	games
a	distressing	trend	that	can	lead	to	health	problems	including	type	2	diabetes	and	the	body	weight	of	heart	disease	in	more	than	at	least	20	percent	of	a	weight	healthy	for	a	child	of	that	height	of	children	today	to	weigh	more	than	the	children	of	previous	generations	2.2.	Research	methods	5.	What	materials	are	considered	secondary	data?	Photos
and	letters	provided	by	another	person	books	and	articles	written	by	other	authors	on	the	information	of	the	studies	you	have	collected	and	included	in	the	responses	of	the	results	of	the	participants	that	you	interviewed	and	interviewed	6.	Which	method	used	Andrew	IVSins	to	study	Crack	Cocaine	users	a	Victoria?	Experiment	of	survey	analysis	of
the	research	content	on	field	7.	Why	is	the	choice	of	a	random	sample	effective	to	select	the	participants?	Participants	do	not	know	they	are	part	of	a	study.	The	researcher	has	no	control	over	who	he	is	in	the	study.	It	is	more	than	a	normal	champion.	Everyone	has	the	same	possibility	of	being	part	of	the	study.	8.	What	research	method	used	John	S.
Lynd	and	Helen	Merrell	Lynd	in	their	Middletown	study?	Experiment	of	of	participants	in	the	secondary	data	survey	9.	What	research	approach	is	more	suitable	for	the	positivist	approach?	Case	study	of	questionnaireanalysis	of	secondary	data	10.	The	main	difference	between	ethnography	and	other	types	of	observation	of	participants	is:	ethnography
is	not	based	on	hypothetical	tests.	Ethnographic	subjects	do	not	know	they	are	studying.	Ethnographic	studies	always	involve	minority	ethnic	groups.	There's	no	difference.	11.	What	better	describes	the	results	of	a	case	study?	It	produces	more	reliable	results	than	other	methods	due	to	its	depth.	Its	results	are	not	generally	applicable.	It	is	based
exclusively	on	secondary	data	analysis.	All	the	above.	12.	The	use	of	secondary	data	is	considered	unobtrusive	or	__________________________________________.	non-participative	non-participative	non-restrictive	2.3.	Ethical	concern	13.	What	statement	illustrates	the	neutrality	of	value?	Obesity	in	children	is	obviously	a	result	of	parental	neglect;	Therefore,
schools	should	play	a	greater	role	in	prevention.	In	2003,	states	such	as	Arkansas	adopted	laws	requiring	elementary	schools	to	remove	vending	machines	of	soft	drinks	from	schools.	Simply	restricting	children’s	access	to	junk	food	at	school	is	not	enough	to	prevent	obesity.	Physical	activity	and	healthy	food	are	a	fundamental	part	of	a	child's
education.	14.	What	person	or	organization	has	defined	the	concept	of	value	neutrality?	Institutional	Review	Board	(IRB)	Peter	Rossi	Canadian	Sociological	Association	(CSA)	Max	Weber	15.	To	study	the	effects	of	fast	food	on	lifestyle,	health	and	culture,	from	which	the	group	would	be	an	ethically	unable	to	accept	funding?	a	fast-food	restaurant	a
health	organization	does	not	profit	a	private	hospital	a	government	agency	such	as	Health	and	Social	Services	[Quiz	responds	to	the	end	of	the	chapter]	Further	research	2.1.	Approaches	to	sociological	research	For	a	historical	perspectiveScientific	method	in	sociology,	reading	â	€	œThe	elements	of	the	scientific	method	in	sociologyâ	€	of	F.	Stuart
Chapin	(1914)	in	the	American	magazine	of	sociology:	sociology:	2.2.	Research	Methods	Information	on	current	real-world	sociology	experiments:	2.3.	Ethical	Concerns	Founded	in	1966,	the	CSA	is	a	nonprofit	organization	located	in	Montreal,	Quebec,	with	a	membership	of	900	researchers,	faculty	members,	students,	and	practitioners	of	sociology.
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16/11/2017	·	Placing	orders	with	us	is	easy	and	quite	hassle-free,	and	we	would	also	like	to	tell	you	that	the	company	follows	a	safe	mode	of	monetary	transaction	via	online	banking	and	PayPal.	So,	get	in	touch	with	us	via	24x7	active	live	customer	support	portal	during	any	time	of	the	day,	and	receive	flawlessly	prepared	thesis	papers	within	the
stipulated	...	26/09/2020	·	Explore	numerous	NCERT	MCQ	Questions	for	Class	10	English	Grammar	Reading	Comprehension	Pdf	free	download	is	available	online	for	students.	By	taking	help	from	MCQ	Questions	for	Class	10	English	with	Answers	during	preparation,	score	maximum	marks	in	the	exam.	Try	maintaining	a	time	limit	while	answering
Reading	Comprehension	Class	10	MCQs	…	Taking	the	GRE	®	General	Test	is	an	excellent	idea	if	you	are	planning	to	apply	to	a	graduate	education	program.	It	is	designed	to	test	the	skills	you	need	to	excel	in	graduate	school	and	beyond.	It	allows	you	to	decide	how	to	approach	the	questions	in	each	section	in	a	way	that	fits	your	personal	test-taking
strategies.	A	summary	generator	automatically	creates	a	summary	of	any	given	paper.	One	needs	to	simply	copy	and	paste	or	upload	a	text	to	access	the	short	version	with	all	the	key	points.	A	summarising	tool	offers	accurate	results	instantaneously,	saves	precious	time	and	considerable	effort..	You	can	also	use	our	professional	summary	generator	to
generate	an	accurate	summary	in	the	…	13/11/2021	·	As	a	member,	you'll	also	get	unlimited	access	to	over	84,000	lessons	in	math,	English,	science,	history,	and	more.	Plus,	get	practice	tests,	quizzes,	and	personalized	coaching	to	help	you	succeed.	The	relationship	between	the	educational	system	and	social	class	inequalities	is	one	of	the	most
fundamental	issues	in	the	sociology	of	education.	Schools	have	been	held	up	as	both	the	means	of	achieving	equality	in	society	but	also	as	centrally	Education	for	Ministry.	Education	for	Ministry	(EfM)	is	a	unique	four-year	distance	learning	certificate	program	in	theological	education	based	upon	small-group	study	and	practice.	Since	its	founding	in
1975,	this	international	program	has	assisted	more	than	100,000	participants	in	discovering	and	nurturing	their	call	to	Christian	service.
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