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A summary/response essay may, at first, seem like a simplistic exercise for a college course. But the truth is that most academic writing requires us to successfully accomplish at least two tasks: summarizing what others have said and presenting what you have to say. Because of this, summarizing and responding are core skills that every writer
should possess. Being able to write an effective summary helps us make sense of what others have to say about a topic and how they choose to say it. As writers, we all need to make an effort to recognize, understand, and consider various perspectives about different issues. One way to do this is to accurately summarize what someone else has
written, but accomplishing this requires us to first be active and engaged readers. Along with the other methods covered in the Reading Critically chapter, writing a good summary requires taking good notes about the text. Your notes should include factual information from the text, but your notes might also capture your reactions to the textthese
reactions can help you build a thoughtful and in-depth response. Responding to a text is a crucial part of entering into an academic conversation. An effective summary proves you understand the text; your response allows you to draw on your own experiences and prior knowledge so that you can talk back to the text. As you read, make notes, and
summarize a text, youll undoubtedly have immediate reactions. Perhaps you agree with almost everything or find yourself frustrated by what the author writes. Taking those reactions and putting them into a piece of academic writing can be challenging because our personal reactions are based on our history, culture, opinions, and prior knowledge of
the topic. However, an academic audience will expect you to have good reasons for the ways you have responded to a text, so its your responsibility to critically reflect on how you have reacted and why.The ability to recognize and distinguish between types of ideas is key to successful critical reading. Fact: an observable, verifiable idea or
phenomenonOpinion: a judgment based on factBelief: a conviction or judgment based on culture or valuesPrejudice: an opinion (judgment) based on logical fallacies or on incorrect, insufficient informationAfter you have encountered these types of ideas when reading a text, your next job will be to consider how to respond to what youve
read.Reflection. Did the author teach you something new? Perhaps they made you look at something familiar in a different way.Agreement. Did the author write a convincing argument? Were their claims solid, and supported by credible evidence?Disagreement. Do you have personal experiences, opinions, or knowledge that lead you to different
conclusions than the author? Do your opinions about the same facts differ?Note Omissions. If you have experience with or prior knowledge on the topic, you may be able to identify important points that the author failed to include or fully address.You might also analyze how the author has organized the text and what the authors purposes might be,
topics covered in the Reading Critically chapter. Key FeaturesA Brief Summary of the TextInclude Publication Information. An effective summary includes the authors name, the texts title, the place of publication, and the date of publicationusually in the opening lines. Identify Main Idea and Supporting Ideas. The main idea includes both the topic of
the text and the authors argument, claim, or perspective. Supporting ideas help the author demonstrate why their argument or claim is true. Supporting ideas may also help the audience understand the topic better, or they may be used to persuade the audience to agree with the authors viewpoints.Make Connections Between Ideas. Remember that a
summary is not a bullet-point list of the ideas in a text. In order to give your audience a complete idea of what the author intended to say, you need to explain how ideas in the text are related to one another. Consider using transition phrases.Be Objective and Accurate. Along with being concise, a summary should be a description of a text, not an
evaluation. While you may have strong feelings about what the author wrote, your goal in a summary is to objectively capture what was written. Additionally, a summary needs to accurately represent the ideas, opinions, facts, and judgments presented in a text. Dont misrepresent or manipulate the authors words.Do Not Include Quotes. Summaries
are short. The purpose of a summary is for you to describe a text in your own words. For this reason, you should focus on paraphrasing rather than including direct quotes from the text in your summary. Thoughtful and Respectful Response to the TextConsider Your Reactions. Your response will be built on your reactions to the text, so you need to
carefully consider what reactions you had and how you can capture those reactions in writing. Organize Your Reactions. Dumping all of your reactions onto the page might be useful to just get your ideas out, but it wont be useful for a reader. You need to organize your reactions. For example, you might develop sections that focus on where you agree
with the author, where you disagree, how the author uses rhetoric, and so on. Create a Conversation. Avoid the trap of writing a response that is too much about your ideas and not enough about the authors ideas. Your response should remain engaged with the authors ideas. Keep the conversation alive by making sure you regularly reference the
authors key points as you talk back to the text. Be Respectful. We live in an age when its very easy to anonymously air our grievances online, and weve seen how Reddit boards, YouTube comments, and Twitter threads can quickly devolve into disrespectful, toxic spaces. In a summary/response essay, as in other academic writing, you are not required
to agree with everything an author writesbut you should state your objections and reactions respectfully. Imagine the author is standing in front of you, and write your response as if you value and respect their ideas as much as you would like them to value and respect yours. Distinguish Between an Authors Ideas and Your OwnSignal Phrases. A
summary/response essay, especially your response, will include a mix of an authors ideas and your ideas. Its important that you clearly distinguish which ideas in your essay are yours, which are the authors, and even others ideas that the author might be citing. Signal phrases are how you accomplish this. Remember to use the authors last name and
an accurate verb.Poor Signal Phrases: They say The article states The author saysEffective Signal Phrases: Smith argues Baez believes Henning references Chan Wongs research aboutDrafting ChecklistsThese questions should help guide you through the stages of drafting your summary/response essay. Have you identified all the necessary
publication information for the text that you will need for your summary?Have you identified the texts main ideas and supporting ideas?What were your initial reactions to the text? What new perspectives do you have on the topic covered in the text?Do you ultimately agree or disagree with the authors points? A little of both?Has the author omitted
any points or ideas they should have covered? Has the author organized their text effectively for their purpose? Have they used rhetoric effectively for their audience?Have your reactions to the text changed since you first read it? Why or why not?Does your summary clearly tell your reader the authors name, the texts title, the place of publication,
and the publication data?Has your summary effectively informed your reader about the texts main ideas and supporting ideas? Have you made the connections between those ideas clear for your reader by using effective transition phrases?Would your reader think your summary is objective and accurate? You havent included any quotes in your
summary, right?Does your response present your reactions to the text in an organized way that will make sense to your reader?Does your response create a conversation between you and the author by regularly referencing ideas from the text?Would your reader think that your response is respectful of the authors ideas, opinions, and beliefs?Have
you used signal phrases to help your reader recognize which ideas are the authors and which ideas are yours?Have you carefully proofread your essay to correct any grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling errors?Have you formatted your document appropriately and used citations when necessary? Parts of this chapter were remixed from:
For college students, writing summaries may seem like just an overly simple and absurd exercise. Shouldnt they have learned to do it at school already? Yet still, most professors will find students now knowing how to correctly comprise what theyve read into a brief compilation of key ideas. And if they cant write about what theyve read correctly, how
could they possibly write a proper response stating their ideas? So, lets finally figure out once and for all how you should structure and write your summary response essays and save both your and your professors time correcting and rewriting those works.JOIN OUR LEARNING HUB AI Essay Writer Al Detector Plagchecker Paraphraser Summarizer
Citation Generator So you need to write a response summary. The very first thing you will have to do is carefully read through the original text. You will need to note the key details provided in this work, as well as your own thoughts regarding what youve read. Sometimes you might indeed be given not a particularly interesting source, of course. But
it doesnt mean that it wont evoke any thoughts or emotions in you. So, be cautious even when you feel bored after all, thats a feeling too. As you went through the source and made notes, you will now have to make sure you collected all the needed information. What that might be? For starters, its the key details about the publication: its author, title,
publication date and place, and the main idea (or purpose). You will also need to identify and put into your own words the authors key argument / opinion /claim /perspective. Presenting supporting ideas here may be a good decision, as it will help both you and your reader connect the dots which led the author to draw the conclusion they did. When
you collect all of this, be sure to combine it into one logical narrative. You are not making a list or simple recollection of the mentioned facts. Your writing needs to flow like a river. Thats where a proper structure might help you out. This is how your summary response essay should be built: Topic paragraphThis is the very start of the essay which
includes the information we talked about: author of the source, title, publication place, and date. You can also provide the reader with a little background/context for the future discussion here. The SummaryAfter setting the scene, you may continue writing and present the authors perspectives and claims they made in their work. Dont forget to give
supportive ideas to your reader too, because only then you will be able to build a logical text. Write everything down in the order it was discussed in the original source and include its initial conclusion (dont forget to write in your own words!). Note: You have to stay objective despite putting everything in your own words. Do not alter the facts or
opinions given in the source and stay as accurate and close to the original as possible. The ResponseAfter presenting the summary, which can take any amount of paragraphs you need, you should move on to giving your opinion/evaluation of the reading material. Talk about your perspective on the presented issue. You are free to critique or agree
with the author, just be sure to give a clear argument on why you think that way. Following this structure, it should be easy for you to build a coherent narrative and state everything you have to say. And yeah, dont just repeat the source, retelling everything verbatim that wont do you any good. Quotes are also usually not needed after all, its a
response summary and not just an analysis. In a summary response essay, youll come across various types of ideas, such as facts, opinions, beliefs, and prejudices. Each requires a different approach in your response. For instance, you might reflect on new knowledge gained, agree with well-supported arguments, disagree based on personal
experiences, or note omissions/inconsistencies in the authors discussion. Moreover, analyzing the authors text organization and purpose can deepen your response. This variety of ideas and responses helps move your essay forward and explore the original text much deeper. Check out Our Free Summarizer With a clear understanding of the structure
and the ideas that you should include in your essay, it shouldnt be as hard for you to compile a proper response summary. However, organizing the writing process correctly can also help make the process much quicker. Thats why we decided to analyze the existing tips and create a guide that would make essay writing more simple and effective.
Identifying Main Idea Before starting your writing, make sure you found what was the point of the piece youve read. Ask yourself: Have I identified the texts main ideas and supporting ideas? And, what were my initial reactions to the text? This will allow you to create a topic sentence for the summary paragraph and a thesis statement for the response
paragraph. Laying Down Supporting Facts During this step, you have to dedicate time to picking the ideas that may help your reader understand the authors point of view. You can also pinpoint the facts that may support your own opinion. Here, it would be helpful to ask questions: what led the author to draw these conclusions? Do I agree or disagree
with the authors points? Is it a little of both? Outlining the Authors Purpose The third step is to determine the authors purpose for writing and assess whether it was achieved. Maybe you will notice inconsistencies or biases in the writers logic. Or maybe something in the writing wasnt as clear as it should have been. Bring Everything Together Now,
as you have created your outline (because thats what you were initially doing in the first three steps) you can bring all the pieces of this puzzle together. Add detalization to the outline. Express your opinion about the authors main idea. Note: When drafting your work (and first, you will create a draft that will become an essay only after you review it),
be sure to include signal phrases to distinguish between the authors and your own ideas. These can be words as Chomsky argues, Smiths research states. Finally, proofread your essay for errors and format it appropriately, according to the requirements stated by the professor. Writing Example To give you a clearer idea of how the summary response
essay may look like, analyze the example we give below: In Existential Psychotherapy, Irvin D. Yalom explores the existential approach to psychotherapy, emphasizing the human conditions inherent concerns, such as death, freedom, isolation, and meaninglessness. Yalom argues that confronting these existential realities can lead to personal growth
and a more authentic existence. He presents a therapeutic framework that prioritizes understanding the clients experience and encourages self-reflection and acceptance of lifes uncertainties.Yaloms insights into existential psychotherapy resonate with me, particularly his emphasis on the importance of confronting existential concerns. I agree with
his assertion that acknowledging our mortality and the limitations of our freedom can lead to a deeper appreciation of life and a more genuine connection with others. However, I find his discussion on isolation to be slightly lacking in addressing the role of social support and community in mitigating feelings of loneliness. Additionally, while Yaloms
approach to meaninglessness is thought-provoking, I believe that exploring ones values and engaging in purposeful activities can also play a significant role in finding meaning. Overall, Existential Psychotherapy provides valuable perspectives on the human condition and the therapeutic process, encouraging both therapists and clients to embrace
lifes complexities. Keep in mind that this is just an approximate example. It doesnt have the level of detalization that can be presented in this type of essay, however, it follows the appropriate structure and includes both a summary of the original work and the response paragraph. Writing summary/response essays isnt just a school exercise. It can
come in handy when crafting research papers or even compiling business reports. The first thing that this type of writing teaches you is to present complex ideas in simple words and brief formulations. The response part pushes you to form and articulate your opinions, a very important skill in persuasive writing and argumentation. Plus, the whole
process boosts your ability to engage with texts critically and allows you to sift through different viewpoints and present your ideas clearly. So, while it might seem like just another assignment now, knowing how to write summary response essays can set you up for success in various writing tasks down the line. Opt out or Contact us anytime. See our
Privacy Notice Follow us on Reddit for more insights and updates. If youve been tasked to write a summary response essay but are unsure where to start, dont worry. Weve got you covered with this quick guide on the basics of summary response essays. Well cover everything from its definition and writing tips to a sampleoutline for summary
response essay.This is a less common type of essay that requires a certain style and approach that differs from other types of essays. But with the help of this guide, youll be able to make the writing process much easier.Summary response essays are two-part essays that include a summary of an article, essay, chapter or report and a response to it.It
is not a formal paper or essay because it does not have an introduction, body, or conclusion like other essays. This type of essay instead consists of a summary of the reading followed by a response to the reading.To better understand this type of essay, its best to look at its two parts separately in the next section.The summary is a concise round-up of
all the main ideas in an essay or writing. It cites all the relevant details about the work youre reviewing. Your summary can include the following:Author and the works title (typically in the first sentence).The thesis of the essay and its supporting ideasIt may use direct quotations to provide forceful or concise statements of the authors ideasMost
summaries present the main points in the order they were made by the author and continually referred back to the article being summarized. Your summary should not exceed one-third the length of the original work.Responses are critiques or evaluations of an authors work. Unlike the summary, it is composed of YOUR opinions for the article being
summarized.This examines ideas that you agree or disagree with. It identifies the works strengths and weaknesses by looking at its organization and style. You should use examples and evidence to support the opinions in your response.A good response must containFactsExamplesPersonal experiencesDepending on your stance, these can either refute
or support the article youre responding to.Identify the main idea of the reading.Create a topic sentence that describes the main idea of your reading for your summary. For your response, create a separate thesis statement that states your opinion on the authors main idea.Add supporting details for the summary and response.Next, identify the
supporting facts of the reading. In the summary paragraph, it is important to keep the order of the supporting details. Consider how these points relate to the authors main idea.Develop the supporting details for the response paragraph, highlighting how your evidence or personal experience supports the thesis statement youve created.Identify the
authors purpose for writing.Its helpful to get to know the goal that the author wants to achieve through their work.For your summary, try to ask yourself:Why did the author write this?Is there anything specific that the author wants me to know?Does the author want me to do something after reading this?And in your response, discuss whether or not
the author was successful in achieving the goal of their work.Write a summary response to the reading.Given all the data youve gathered from the first three steps, you can start writing your summary and the response paragraphs. Make sure to include all the necessary information and be detailed but not flowery.Provide the title and authors name to
introduce the work the essay will discuss. Additionally, state the authors main idea.Write supporting sentences that describe the supporting details of the work.Let this information come together in a sentence that explains the authors reason or goal for writing the piece.Clearly state your opinions or thoughts about the authors main idea. Use the
thesis statement you created in the earlier steps. You can also ask yourself: Does my opinion regarding the reading relate to the authors main idea?Put your personal experience into a supporting sentence (or sentences) describing how your opinion or thoughts support or go against the authors main idea.Write a sentence summarizing this information
and explain how your opinion or thought relates to the authors main idea.A summary response essay typically includes a summary of the reading followed by your thoughts and reactions. It may seem like a long and daunting task, but with a little guidance, you can be confident youre up for the challenge.Use the writing tips andoutline for summary
response essaysample in this essay to help you easily get started!Page 2Writing college papers and essays often requires students to follow the MLA (Modern Language Association) style. Therefore, students must learn how to format an essay in MLA. The MLA essay format is mostly used in humanities and the language arts.Writers who correctly
follow MLA guidelines also establish credibility by committing to their sources. Most importantly, following MLA guidelines protect writers from allegations of plagiarism. Heres an informational guide on how to write an essay following the MLA guidelines.General MLA Formatting for TextsThe MLA Handbook offers instructions for preparing
academic papers and making MLA citations. Generally, any type of MLA-formatted work will abide by these five formatting guidelines:Times New Roman font style with 12 pointSet 1 page margins on all sidesUse title case capitalization for headingsNew paragraphs should be indented half-inch from the left margin.Double-line spacing throughout the
essayPhoto by Christin Hume on UnsplashHow to Format an Essay in MLA StyleThe Modern Language Association (MLA) is an institution that created the MLA format. It was developed for academics, students, and researchers in the domains of language and literature to structure their papers and assignments uniformly. This consistent approach to
writing a paper, essay, or assignment makes it simple and easy to read. Here are the guidelines on how to format an essay in MLA style:Header and Title FormattingFrom headers to cover pages, its crucial to have the information right to improve the readability of your document. Also, providing precise information shields you from plagiarism
penalties.In MLA format, the header must be aligned in the upper left corner of the first page. It includes the following information in the given order:Your full nameYour professors or supervisors nameCourse name or numberAssignment due dateWrite your essays or papers title below the MLA header. Center the title of your essay and make sure to
use title-case capitalization. If you have multiple sections within your essay, use numbered headings to separate them. For instance, an essay with three sections should be numbered like 1. Section One, 2. Section Two, and so forth.Running Head FormattingYou must include your last name and the page number at the top right-hand corner of each
page, starting with the first page. This is known as the running header, which should be included on all pages of the paper. To set up the MLA running head in your Word or Google Docs document, follow these instructions:Double-click on a pages headerWrite your last nameChoose automatic page numberingRight-align the contentWorks Cited Page
FormattingA Works Cited page is used in MLA formatting in place of a Bibliography or References page. The Works Cited list is usually included on a separate page at the end of your essay or paper. You alphabetically list all the references used in your essay. Dont use sources that werent cited in the paper.At the top of the page, center the title Works
Cited. Then, insert your MLA citations by giving one-line spacing after the title.For references longer than one line, you must indent each additional line by half inches after the first line. Like the rest of the text, make sure each entry is double-spaced.Headings and SubheadingsAlthough headings and subheadings are not always mandatory, they can
help structure and organize your essay, especially in lengthier papers.There arent many formatting rules for heading in MLA. Here are a few header requirements that you can follow:Write in title case capitalizationShould be left-alignedIt must not end in a periodWe advise capitalizing the title and using the same font size and style as the body text.
Italics are appropriate for subordinate headings, whereas boldface often denotes higher significance.ConclusionThe MLA format can seem somewhat overwhelming for some people, but it becomes simpler when you know the proper rules. It is one of the most commonly used formats for academic papers because it simplifies what makes a paper seem
cohesive.MLA standardizes a lot of formatting and writing conventions. If youre ever confused about how to format an essay in MLA, just refer back to this article for a quick understanding.Page 3Writing college papers and essays often requires students to follow the MLA (Modern Language Association) style. Therefore, students must learn how to
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