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Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license,
and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or
technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for
your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. MythopediaThe WorldMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyMythologyGreek TextThe Theogony, composed by Hesiod around 700 BCE, is an early Greek epic. It describes in detail
the beginnings of the cosmos, the origins and genealogies of the gods, and the events leading up to the rise of Zeus and the Olympians. Greek TextThe Odyssey, traditionally said to have been composed by Homer, is an epic poem probably written around the middle of the eighth century BCE. It describes the Greek hero Odysseus wanderings as he
journeys home from fighting in the Trojan War. Greek TextThe Iliad, said to have been composed by Homer, is an epic poem that was probably originally put into writing during the middle of the eighth century BCE. Set during the famous Trojan War, the poem describes the events following a quarrel between Achilles and Agamemnon. Odysseus
(Odysseas in Greek, ) was a legendary Greek hero renowned for his intelligence, cunning, and resilience. He was the king of Ithaca and played a pivotal role in the Trojan War. Odysseus is best known for his epic journey home, which took ten years and is chronicled in Homers Odyssey. oh-DIS-ee-uhs The name Odysseus is believed to derive from the
Greek verbodyssesthai(), which means to hate, to be angry, or to cause pain. This reflects Odysseuss character as someone who often faced and provoked strong emotions, both in himself and others. Alternatively, some scholars suggest a connection to the Greek wordodyssonai(), meaning to be grieved or to suffer. Odyssey (Odysseia in Greek, ): The
title of Homers epic,Odyssey, is derived from Odysseuss name. It literally means the story of Odysseus or the journey of Odysseus. The latinized version of Odysseus is Ulesses. This name was particularly popular in the 19th century, partly due to the fame of Ulysses S. Grant, the 18th President of the United States and a leading Union general during
the American Civil War. The Greek epithetPolymechanos Odysseas ( )is a common way to refer to Odysseus in Greek literature, particularly in Homers epics. It translates toResourceful OdysseusorCunning Odysseus,highlighting his intelligence, ingenuity, and ability to devise clever solutions to problems. The termPolymechanos() combines the Greek
prefixPoly-(-), meaning many or much, with-mechanos(-), derived from the Greek wordmchan (), meaning device, tool, or contrivance. It refers to someone who is skilled in devising plans or strategies. Thus,Polymechanosliterally means of many devices or of many tricks, emphasizing Odysseuss reputation as a master strategist and problem-solver. This
epithet captures his defining characteristic in thelliadand theOdyssey: his ability to outthink and outmaneuver his enemies, whether through clever rhetoric, deception, or inventive tactics. While a complete and definitive family tree for Odysseus is challenging to construct due to variations in different sources, the following table summarizes key
family members based on the available information: Relation Name Notes Father Laertes King of Ithaca Mother Anticlea Daughter of Autolycus Wife Penelope Daughter of Icarius Son Telemachus Sister Ctimene Grandfather (paternal) Arcisius Grandfather (maternal) Autolycus Renowned thief Sons (other sources) Telegonus, Ardeas, Latinus, Auson,
Nausithous, Nausinous, Polypoetes, Euryalus, Leontophonus Odysseuss maternal grandfather, Autolycus, was a figure of considerable renown in Greek mythology. He was known for his cunning and his skill as a thief, even said to have been gifted by the god Hermes with the ability to change the appearance of stolen goods. This suggests that
Odysseus may have inherited his cunning and trickery from his grandfather. Autolycus was also said to have been the one who gave Odysseus his name. Read more: The Myth of Sisyphus and Autolycus Odysseus was married to Penelope, a faithful and resourceful woman who waited twenty years for his return. They had one son, Telemachus, who
grew into a young man during his fathers absence. Penelope faced numerous challenges while Odysseus was away, including fending off suitors who sought her hand in marriage. She demonstrated her cunning and loyalty by devising strategies to delay her remarriage. Telemachus, guided by the goddess Athena, embarked on his own journey to
gather information about his fathers fate. He visited Nestor and Menelaus, who shared stories of Odysseuss exploits in the Trojan War. Homer by Unknown Artist. Encyclopdia Britannica. Source Homers Iliad and Odyssey are two epic poems that stand as cornerstones of Western literature, both attributed to the ancient Greek poet Homer. The Iliad
chronicles a pivotal period during the final year of the Trojan War, focusing on the rage of the Greek hero Achilles and its devastating consequences. It portrays the brutality of war, the clash of powerful figures like Hector and Achilles, and the meddling of the gods. The Odyssey, in contrast, tells the story of Odysseus, king of Ithaca, and his arduous
ten-year journey home after the Trojan War. In this epic, Odysseus faces mythical creatures, treacherous landscapes, and the wrath of the god Poseidon. While the Iliad is steeped in the themes of war, glory, and fate, the Odyssey explores themes of homecoming, loyalty, and the triumph of cunning over brute force. Together, these two epics offer a
profound exploration of the human condition, examining the complexities of heroism, suffering, and the enduring power of storytelling. They have shaped literature and influenced art across millennia, giving rise to countless adaptations and retellings. Odysseus, a legendary hero in Greek mythology, plays a pivotal role in Homers Iliad and the Trojan
War. While the Iliad primarily focuses on the wrath of Achilles and the events of the war, Odysseus emerges as one of the most influential Greek leaders and a central figure in the Achaean camp. Diplomat and Orator: Renowned for his eloquence and wisdom, Odysseus is often depicted as a skilled speaker and negotiator. He is a trusted advisor and
counselor to the Greek leaders, frequently sought for his counsel in critical moments. For instance, in Book 9 of the Iliad, he is part of the embassy sent to persuade Achilles to return to the battle, highlighting his diplomatic prowess. He also played a key role in the reconciliation between Agamemnon and Achilles and was instrumental in maintaining
the morale of the Greek army. Warrior and Strategist: Though not as physically dominant as warriors like Achilles or Ajax, Odysseus is a capable fighter and a clever strategist. His intelligence, resourcefulness, and bravery are demonstrated in various battles and tactical operations. In Book 10, he participates in a nighttime raid with Diomedes to
gather intelligence from the Trojan camp, showcasing his courage and skill. Key Advisor: Odysseus serves as a trusted advisor to Agamemnon, the leader of the Greek forces. His counsel is highly valued, and he helps devise plans to advance the Greek cause. In Book 2, he helps restore order to the Greek army when they are on the verge of mutiny,
demonstrating his leadership and persuasive abilities. While the actual story of the Trojan Horse is not part of the Iliad (it is detailed in later traditions and the Odyssey), Odysseuss cunning nature is already evident throughout the epic, foreshadowing his later exploits. He is most famous for devising the Trojan Horse, a cunning stratagem that
ultimately led to the fall of Troy. This act solidified his reputation for ingenuity and deception. Read more: The Trojan Horse and the Sack of Troy Odysseuss presence in the Iliad highlights his multifaceted character: he is a warrior, a thinker, and a leader. While Achilless rage and heroism are central to the epic, Odysseuss intelligence,
resourcefulness, and diplomatic skills make him a crucial figure in the Greek war effort. These qualities not only define his role in the Iliad but also foreshadow his even more prominent role in the Odyssey. After the Trojan War, Odysseus embarked on a perilous journey back to Ithaca. This journey, which lasted ten years, is the central theme of
Homers Odyssey. This epic poem is divided into 24 books and is considered one of the oldest and most influential works of Western literature. Originally intended to be recited orally The Odyssey explores themes of adventure, perseverance, loyalty, and the meaning of home. In contrast to the more tragic and heroic Iliad, The Odyssey is a more
romantic and humane epic, emphasizing Odysseuss familial devotion and human qualities. Its important to note that the first four books of the Odyssey focus on Telemachus, Odysseuss son. This sets the stage for Telemachuss own journey to find his father and highlights the parallel narratives within the epic. During his travels, Odysseus faced
numerous challenges and encountered mythical creatures and divine beings. Interestingly, most Greeks returning from Troy only took a few weeks to reach their homes. This emphasizes the extraordinary length of Odysseuss journey and sets him apart from other heroes. Odysseuss extended journey was not merely a consequence of bad luck. It was a
punishment from Poseidon, the god of the sea, who was enraged by Odysseuss blinding of his son, the Cyclops Polyphemus. This divine intervention adds another layer of complexity to Odysseuss adventures and highlights the consequences of his actions. In 1597, Abraham Ortelius became the first cartographer to attempt to map Odysseuss journey.
This endeavor highlights the enduring fascination with Odysseuss travels and the desire to understand the geographical context of his mythical adventures. Odysseuss journey is rich in symbolism and archetypes. The sea, a recurring motif in the Odyssey, symbolizes both danger and opportunity, representing the unpredictable nature of lifes journey.
Odysseuss encounters with mythical creatures and divine beings can be interpreted as metaphors for the challenges and temptations that humans face in their lives. Odysseus himself embodies the archetype of the hero who undergoes a transformative journey. He faces trials and tribulations, learns from his experiences, and ultimately returns home a
changed man. His cunning and intelligence make him a trickster archetype, while his resilience and determination exemplify the heros ability to overcome adversity. Furthermore, Odysseuss journey can be seen as a return to civilization and the acceptance of human limitations. After encountering fantastical creatures and experiencing the extremes
of the mythical world, Odysseus chooses to return to the human world with all its constraints. This emphasizes the importance of embracing ones humanity and finding meaning within the ordinary. The myth of Odysseus has been interpreted and adapted in various ways throughout history. Some interpretations focus on the themes of resilience,
loyalty, and the importance of home and family. Others explore the psychological impact of war and the challenges of reintegrating into society after a long absence. Unlike other Greek heroes like Achilles or Heracles, who are primarily known for their physical strength, Odysseus is celebrated for his intelligence and resourcefulness. This makes him
a unique and enduring figure in Greek mythology, whose appeal lies in his ability to overcome challenges through wit and cunning rather than brute force. The Odyssey has inspired numerous works of literature, art, and film. Some notable adaptations include James Joyces Ulysses, Derek Walcotts Omeros, and the Coen brothers film O Brother,
Where Art Thou?. Odysseus, the king of Ithaca, is a central figure in Homers Odyssey and a notable character in the Iliad. Renowned for his intelligence and resilience, he is a complex hero with both admirable qualities and significant flaws. Odysseuss defining trait is his cunning, often referred to as polymetis (of many counsels). He is a master
strategist, famously devising the Trojan Horse. Throughout his arduous journey home, he relies on his wits to outsmart adversaries like the Cyclops. Hes also incredibly resourceful (polymechanos), adapting to challenges and utilizing whatever is at hand. His encounters with the Cyclops and Circe are testaments to his ability to use trickery to escape
dangerous situations. While a capable leader, inspiring loyalty in his men, his decisions can be costly to his crew. His eloquence and charisma aid him in diplomacy and securing assistance. He is known as polytlas, much enduring, for his perseverance through countless trials. This is in large part to his resilience and determination. He faces mythical
creatures and the wrath of gods, yet never gives up his goal of returning home. However, Odysseus is flawed. His hubris, or excessive pride, often leads to trouble, as seen in his taunting of Polyphemus, which angers Poseidon. He can be deceitful, using trickery to his advantage, not always for noble reasons. His curiosity sometimes leads to
recklessness, endangering his crew. He can also be ruthless, most notably in the slaughter of the suitors. Ultimately, Odysseus is a complex, multifaceted character. He embodies both heroic virtues and human weaknesses, making him a compelling and enduring figure in literature. The myth of Odysseus serves as a symbol of the enduring power of
human perseverance, the importance of home and family, and the significance of embracing ones humanity, even in the face of extraordinary challenges. Read more: Homer.The Iliad. Translated into English by Samuel Butler, Project Gutenberg. [link] Homer.The Odyssey. Translated into English by Samuel Butler, Project Gutenberg. [link] Homer..
Translated into Modern Greek by Nikos Kazantzakis and Ioannis Kakridis. [link] Homer.. Translated into Modern Greek by Nikos Kazantzakis and Ioannis Kakridis. [link]Yannis Samatas. "Odysseus, the Resourceful Greek Hero of the Odyssey." greekmyths-greekmythology.com, 22 Jan. 2025. Updated 25 Feb. 2025, on FacebookShare on PinterestShare
on X (Twitter)Share on EmailHeroism in the Odyssey is one of the prevalent themes easily recognizable in this timeless piece of literature similar to the case of any other epic. Different characters displayed different versions of heroism, and in some cases, you may not readily agree.However, as you continue to read on and discover more about the
story, you may think otherwise. Find out how the different characters in the Odyssey displayed heroism in almost all aspects as a person and human beings.What Makes an Epic Hero?An epic hero refers to the main character in an epic who displays heroic deeds throughout the story. Being a hero indeed differs for each individual, whether in the real
world or in a fictitious one. For some, being a hero means undergoing and winning many battles in life.For others, it could mean sacrificing ones life for your loved ones. Or even from a third perspective, some believe that being a hero means being favored by gods and goddesses, which makes all undertakings simpler and easier.How To Become a
Hero?How a person becomes a hero may challenge different ideas and opinions. Still, one thing is for sure; a hero is worthy of emulation among his audience and followers in whatever situation they may find themselves in.Heroism can be viewed from various lenses; however, they all contain one commonality. The character must be able to surpass all
the challenges and do heroic deeds. To be acclaimed as a hero is not enough; one must display courage, strength, bravery, and intelligence, among other characteristics, to be able to accomplish gigantic tasks and exceed expectations.The Odyssey, Heroism of a LifetimeEpics like the Iliad and Odyssey, as an enduring type of literature, have their
definitive characteristics. The most prominent is the presence of an epic hero. In an epic, the heroes and their mighty deeds are celebrated throughout the writings.Equally famous and still widely read today is the Odyssey, a 24-part book of long narrative poems that described the experiences and exploits of the main Greek hero Odysseus.Tired and
weary from having participated in the notorious Trojan War, one would expect that providence would be kind to this weary soldier and let him go straight home, but by the power of gods in heaven, it wasnt that easy. Odysseus went on a ten-year journey toward his home: the kingdom of Ithaca. Hence, the long tale of this epic begins.Originally
believed to have been written by a blind Greek writer, Homer, many concede that the modern copy being read today has already undergone a lot of changes.A sequel to the Iliad by the same author, The Odyssey influenced how the world looked at the ancient Greeks: their history, mythologies, legends, and epics.The All-time Epic HeroThe Odyssey is
a hero essay for Odysseus. One could never imagine the extent of his struggles as he is being kept separated from his loved ones after joining a war he didnt want to fight. As he was traveling towards his home, Ithaca, he faced many circumstances that brought out his very nature as a human being.Some of the challenges he underwent during his
journey showed how brave he was. For example, he passed the impassable strait that was the lair of Scylla and Charybdis. He even confronted and blinded the one-eyed giant Polyphemus. In the cyclops island, his obedience was tested; he did not touch the favorite cattle of the sun god Helios. However, his men did not follow suit.As a human being,
Odysseus was not perfect. There were times that he let his greed overcome the better part of him. For a year, he lived languidly in the arms of the bewitching Circe. Luckily, after a year, his men were able to knock some sense into their great leader.All throughout his travels, Odysseus was able to face his fears and his ultimate enemy, himself. He
started as a selfish person, with excessive hubris. Yet in the end, he was able to change into a better version of himself without losing his particular endowments: his intelligence, reflectiveness, patience, and great command and leadership.He was able to use these personal skills to overcome different challenges. These skills were very useful as our
main hero achieved atonement in The Odyssey when, after the long, arduous, and treacherous journey home, he was reunited once again with the love of his life, who waited patiently for him, along with his son.Other Examples of Heroism in the OdysseyThere are many examples of heroism in the Odyssey, as shown by other great characters. If one is
ingenious enough to decipher the different struggles overcome by Penelope, Agamemnon, Achilles, and Hercules, you would discover that these characters, too, are heroes in their own right.It is widely accepted that great literature survived the test of times not only because of the magnificent stories being told, but most of all because of the lessons it
teaches us, mortals, who despite our frailties continuously seek ways to better ourselves. The Odyssey gave us lessons in love, war, trust, and other valiant endeavors by the characters.Indeed, the Odyssey is not only a work of art but a masterpiece that shows how ordinary human being can also become heroes.The Heroic Wife: PenelopeAside from
Odysseus, another person who was revealed to be the hero in this epic was his wife, Penelope. Penelope in the Odyssey surely fits the bill of the hero, and many literary scholars even argued that it was really Penelope who was the main hero of The Odyssey rather than Odysseus.The wife of Odysseus is beautiful in appearance. Although her face did
not launch a thousand ships, unlike her sister Helen, Penelope has a charm of her own. She had a quite large number of suitors vying for her attention before Odysseus. All the more pressure was placed on her to remarry while she waited patiently for the return of her husband for ten long years.Her strength shown through her patience is quite
remarkable. Entertaining different males who all expressed their interest, she acted with grace and confidence. This could not have been easily achieved had Penelope been a clingy weak female stereotypically found in most pieces of literature.Others would say that like any other human being, Penelope was bound to be tempted. However, even if she
was, she was able to fight that temptation, thus making her stronger and more courageous.Another heroic ability Penelope had was her intelligence. To avoid upfront obligations, she was able to pacify her suitors with the idea of her remarrying after she finishes knitting a shroud, with which she cleverly procrastinated until the return of her
husband.Last but not least was her ability to love. Her undying love and loyalty to Odysseus had withstood the many battles she and her husband encountered. True love indeed waits. After decades, she was reunited with the man she loved the most, her husband.Heroes in the UnderworldIn one of his travels, Odysseus traversed the underworld of the
Cimmerians and looked for Tiresias, the blind prophet, who could tell Odysseus how to get home to Ithaca. While in the underworld, he met several souls of known heroes: Achilles, Agamemnon, and even Hercules.Although they didnt play a big role in this part of the Odyssey, the appearance of these famous heroes reminds the readers that even in
spirit, one could never stop doing small heroic acts, which could help those who are lost or in dire need of help.AgamemnonThough no longer the main character in this book, Agamemnon in the Odyssey was one of the recurring personas, now in spirit, whom Odysseus met during his trip down to the land of the underworld. In this encounter,
Agamemnon narrated how he suffered death at the hands of his wife and his wifes lover. He then warned Odysseus to never put too much trust in women.Often referred to as the cursed hero, King Agamemnon of Mycenae led the war on Troy to take the wife of his brother Menelaus, Helen. After the war, Agamemnon returned home, only to be
murdered. He is an arrogant, emotional, and pathetic character whose not-so-favorable turn of events in life could be well attributed to him.Having a conversation with Agamemnon makes Odysseus reluctant to come home, but at the end of their encounter, Agamemnon encouraged him to proceed with his journey home to his wife,
Penelope.AchillesBy the time the Odyssey has started, the Trojan hero Achilles was already dead. Just like Agamemnon, the hot-headed Achilles in the Odyssey also appeared as a spirit in Book 11. Juxtaposed with one another, the author emphasizes the qualities each man longed to have. Odysseus desired Achilless strength and fame, whereas
Achilles envied Odysseus for being alive.To lighten his load, Odysseus told Achilles about his son, who is now becoming an important soldier. It was the same glory that Achilles once enjoyed, but of which he is willing to let go if given a chance to have a longer life.HerculesOdysseus also mentioned that he has seen the ghost of Hercules in the
underworld. These two heroes are often being compared with each other because of the severity of the tasks they have encountered, yet unlike Hercules odyssey, which involved the completion of twelve gargantuan tasks set by the gods themselves, Odysseus did not altogether suffer undergoing twelve tasks but rather has a reprieve in experiencing
some adventurous experiences on his way home.ConclusionOne of the indelible marks of an epic is the heroes it celebrates. The Odyssey highlighted the heroic pursuits of Odysseus, who, because of his gumption and bravery and with a little help from gods and goddesses, surmounted the grueling and demanding tasks he needed to accomplish.
Heroism in the Odyssey was shown in the following:Odysseus showed qualities expected from heroes, such as bravery, strength, courage, leadership, and intelligence.Favors and help from gods and goddesses were showered to the main character.The hero evolved from a self-absorbed individual to a reflective and enlightened person through the
quests he underwent and the lessons he learned from each.Heroic deeds are not only manifested in battles won on the battlefield, but more so in the battles, you won against temptations and against yourself, as displayed by Penelope.Justice in the Odyssey is the main goal achieved by the characters whenever heroism was portrayed. Despite all the
difficult undertakings our heroes faced, in the end, it would all be worth it as they will be reaping the sweet fruit of justice they fully deserve.Compiled from oral traditions, these stories offer explanations about the gods, practices, customs, traditions, and history of the Japanese people.What makes Odysseus a Hero? The Odyssey by Homer is about
the King of Ithaca, Odysseus long, dangerous voyage home after a 10 year conflict in Troy. On his way home, he runs into obstacles that shows that hes a hero. In the process, he gains heroic traits that include bravery, intelligence, and selflessness. First and foremost, bravery is an important trait of Odysseus that developed on his long journey. The
second stop on his way home was the land occupied by Cyclopes. Before getting off the ship Odysseus says, Ill make the crossing in my own ship, with my own company, and find out what the mainland natives are-for they may be wild savages, and lawless, or hospital and god fearing men (Homer 72-75). Odysseus risks his life for the safety of his men.
If everyone on his fleet of ships was to go to the mainland, a lot more of his men couldve died. After finding a cave full of sheep, a giant cyclops walks in and picks up a stone slab and blocks the entrance of show more content At the Land of Cyclopes, the cyclops asks Odysseus what his name is. In response, Odysseus says, My name is Nohbdy: mother,
father, and friends, everyone calls me Nohbdy (Homer 274-275). This was smart of Odysseus because if anyone was to ask who was on the mainland, it would sound like nobody. The name also tricks the rest of the Cyclopes. Once Odysseus returns home after 20 years. He comes home to tons of suitors that are trying to marry his wife, Penelope. He
plans to lash the door shut and kill them all (Home 84-93). This is smart because the suitors couldve ran if the gate was open. Since it was closed, the suitors were trapped and unable to escape their death. A heroic act is one performed with recognition of possible risks and costs (Zimbardo). Odysseus was smart not to tell his crew that there was
deadly monsters ahead. If he did, the crew wouldve steered the ship into deadlyLegendary Greek king of IthacaFor other uses, see Odysseus (disambiguation). See also: UlyssesFictional characterOdysseusHead of Odysseus from a Roman period Hellenistic marble group representing Odysseus blinding Polyphemus, found at the villa of Tiberius at
Sperlonga, ItalyIn-universe informationTitleKing of IthacaSpousePenelopeChildrenTelemachus, Telegonus, Cassiphone, Agrius, Anteias, Ardeas, Rhomos, Poliporthes, Latinus, Nausinous, Nausithous, EuryalusRelativesLaertes (father)Anticlea (mother)Ctimene (sister)NationalityGreekPart of a series onGreek mythologyTheseus slays the Minotaur
under the gaze of AthenaDeitiesPrimordialTitansOlympiansNymphsWaterChthonicHeroes and heroismHeraclesLaboursAchillesHectorDiomedesTrojan WarOdysseusOdysseyJasonArgonautsGolden FleecePerseusMedusaGorgonOedipusSphinxOrpheusOrphismTheseusMinotaurBellerophonPegasusChimeraDaedalusLabyrinthAtalantaHippomenesGolden
appleCadmusThebesAeneasAeneidPhaethonTriptolemusEleusinian MysteriesPelopsAncient Olympic GamesPirithousCentauromachyAmphitryonTeumessian foxNarcissusMeleagerCalydonian boar huntOtreraAmazonsRelatedSatyrsCentaursDragonsDemogorgonAncient Greek religionList of Mycenaean deities Ancient Greece portal Myths portalvteln
Greek and Roman mythology, Odysseus (/dsis/ -DISS-ee-s;[1] Ancient Greek: , , romanized:Odysses, Odyses, IPA: [o0.dy(s).sus]), also known by the Latin variant Ulysses (/julsiz/ yoo-LISS-eez, UK also /julsiz/ YOO-liss-eez; Latin: Ulysses, Ulixes), is a legendary Greek king of Ithaca and the hero of Homer's epic poem, the Odyssey. Odysseus also plays a
key role in Homer's Iliad and other works in that same epic cycle.[2]As the son of Lartes and Anticlea, husband of Penelope, and father of Telemachus, Acusilaus, and Telegonus,[3] Odysseus is renowned for his intellectual brilliance, guile, and versatility (polytropos), and he is thus known by the epithet Odysseus the Cunning (Ancient Greek: ,
romanized:mtis, lit.'cunning intelligence'[4]). He is most famous for his nostos, or "homecoming", which took him ten eventful years after the decade-long Trojan War.[5]The form () Odys(s)eus is used starting in the epic period and through the classical period, but various other forms are also found. In vase inscriptions, there are the variants Oliseus
(), Olyseus (), Olysseus (), Olyteus (), Olytteus () and lysseus (). The form Oulixs () is attested in an early source in Magna Graecia (Ibycus, according to Diomedes Grammaticus), while the Greek grammarian Aelius Herodianus has Oulixeus ().[6] In Latin, he was known as Ulixs or (considered less correct) Ulysss. Some have supposed that "there may
originally have been two separate figures, one called something like Odysseus, the other something like Ulixes, who were combined into one complex personality."[7] However, the change between d and 1 is common also in some Indo-European and Greek names,[8] and the Latin form is supposed to be derived from the Etruscan Uthuze (see below),
which perhaps accounts for some of the phonetic innovations.The etymology of the name is unknown. Ancient authors linked the name to the Greek verbs odussomai () "to be wroth against, to hate",[9] to oduromai () "to lament, bewail",[10][11] or even to ollumi () "to perish, to be lost".[12][13] Homer relates it to various forms of this verb in
references and puns. In Book 19 of the Odyssey, where Odysseus's early childhood is recounted, Euryclea asks the boy's grandfather Autolycus to name him. Euryclea seems to suggest a name like Polyaretos, "for he has much been prayed for" () but Autolycus "apparently in a sardonic mood" decided to give the child another name commemorative of
"his own experience in life":[14] "Since I have been angered ( odyssamenos) with many, both men and women, let the name of the child be Odysseus".[15] Odysseus often receives the patronymic epithet Laertiades (), "son of Lartes".It has also been suggested that the name is of non-Greek origin, possibly not even Indo-European, with an unknown
etymology.[16] Robert S. P. Beekes has suggested a Pre-Greek origin.[17] In Etruscan religion, the name (and stories) of Odysseus were adopted under the name Uthuze (Uuze), which has been interpreted as a parallel borrowing from a preceding Minoan form of the name (possibly *Oduze, pronounced [otutse]); this theory is supposed to explain also
the insecurity of the phonologies (d or 1), since the affricate [t], unknown to the Greek of that time, gave rise to different counterparts (i.e. or in Greek, in Etruscan).[18]In the Iliad and Odyssey, Homer uses several epithets to describe Odysseus, starting with the opening, where he is described as "the man of many devices" (in the 1919 Murray
translation). The Greek word used is polytropos, literally the man of many turns, and other translators have suggested alternate English translations, including "man of twists and turns" (Fagles 1996) and "a complicated man" (Wilson 2018).In the account of Dares the Phrygian, Odysseus was illustrated as "tough, crafty, cheerful, of medium height,
eloquent, and wise."[19] In Book III of Homer's Iliad Priam describes him as "shorter in truth by a head than Atreus son Agamemnon, / but broader, it would seem, in the chest and across the shoulders /... / Truly, to some deep-fleeced ram would I liken him / who makes his way through the great mass of the shining sheep-flocks."[20]Relatively little is
given of Odysseus's fictional background other than that according to Pseudo-Apollodorus, his paternal grandfather or step-grandfather is Arcesius, son of Cephalus and grandson of Aeolus, while his maternal grandfather is the thief Autolycus, son of Hermes[21] and Chione; this genealogy places Odysseus as the great-grandson of the Olympian god
Hermes. In the Odyssey, however, while Hermes passes on his skill of thievery to Autolycus, there is no indication of a genealogical connection between the two.[22][23]According to the Iliad and Odyssey, his father is Laertes[24] and his mother Anticlea, although there was a non-Homeric tradition[25][26][27] that Sisyphus was his true father.[28]
The rumour went that Lartes bought Odysseus from the conniving king.[29] Odysseus is said to have a younger sister, Ctimene, who went to Same to be married to Eurylochus and is mentioned by the swineherd Eumaeus, whom she grew up alongside, in book 15 of the Odyssey.[30]0dysseus himself, under the guise of an old beggar, gives the
swineherd in Ithaca a fictitious genealogy: "From broad Crete I declare that I am come by lineage, the son of a wealthy man. And many other sons too were born and bred in his halls, true sons of a lawful wife; but the mother that bore me was bought, a concubine. Yet Castor, son of Hylax, of whom I declare that I am sprung, honored me even as his
true-born sons."[31]The majority of sources for Odysseus's supposed pre-war exploitsprincipally the mythographers Pseudo-Apollodorus and Hyginuspostdate Homer by many centuries. Two stories in particular are well known:When Helen of Troy is abducted, Menelaus calls upon the other suitors to honour their oaths and help him to retrieve her, an
attempt that leads to the Trojan War. Odysseus tries to avoid it by feigning lunacy, as an oracle had prophesied a long-delayed return home for him if he went. He hooks a donkey and an ox to his plow (as they have different stride lengths, hindering the efficiency of the plow) and (some modern sources add) starts sowing his fields with salt.
Palamedes, at the behest of Menelaus's brother Agamemnon, seeks to disprove Odysseus's madness and places Telemachus, Odysseus's infant son, in front of the plow. Odysseus veers the plow away from his son, thus exposing his stratagem.[32] Odysseus holds a grudge against Palamedes during the war for dragging him away from his
home.Odysseus and other envoys of Agamemnon travel to Scyros to recruit Achilles because of a prophecy that Troy could not be taken without him. By most accounts, Thetis, Achilles's mother, disguises him as a woman to hide him from the recruiters because an oracle had predicted that Achilles would either live a long uneventful life or achieve
everlasting glory while dying young. Odysseus cleverly discovers which among the women before him is Achilles, when Achilles is the only one of them to show interest in examining the weapons hidden among an array of adornment gifts for the daughters of their host. Odysseus arranges further for the sounding of a battle horn, which prompts
Achilles to clutch a weapon and show his trained disposition. With his disguise foiled, he is exposed and joins Agamemnon's call to arms among the Hellenes.[33]Main article: IliadMenelaus and Meriones lifting Patroclus's corpse on a cart while Odysseus looks on, Etruscan alabaster urn from Volterra, Italy, 2nd century BCOdysseus is represented as
one of the most influential Greek champions during the Trojan War in Homer's account. Along with Nestor and Idomeneus he is one of the most trusted counsellors and advisors. He always champions the Achaean cause, especially when others question Agamemnon's command, as in one instance when Thersites speaks against him. When
Agamemnon, to test the morale of the Achaeans, announces his intentions to depart Troy, Odysseus restores order to the Greek camp.[34] Later on, after many of the heroes leave the battlefield due to injuries (including Odysseus and Agamemnon), Odysseus once again persuades Agamemnon not to withdraw. Along with two other envoys, he is
chosen in the failed embassy to try to persuade Achilles to return to combat.[35]Odysseus and Diomedes stealing the horses of Thracian king Rhesus they have just killed. Apulian red-figure situla, from RuvoWhen Hector proposes a single combat duel, Odysseus is one of the Danaans who reluctantly volunteered to battle him. Telamonian Ajax ("The
Greater"), however, is the volunteer who eventually fights Hector.[36] Odysseus aids Diomedes during the night operations to kill Rhesus, because it had been foretold that if his horses drank from the Scamander River, Troy could not be taken.[37]After Patroclus is slain, it is Odysseus who counsels Achilles to let the Achaean men eat and rest rather
than follow his rage-driven desire to go back on the offensiveand kill Trojansimmediately. Eventually (and reluctantly), he consents.[38] During the funeral games for Patroclus, Odysseus becomes involved in a wrestling match with Ajax "The Greater" and foot race with Ajax "The Lesser", son of Oileus and Nestor's son Antilochus. He draws the
wrestling match, and with the help of the goddess Athena, he wins the race.[39]Odysseus has traditionally been viewed as Achilles's antithesis in the Iliad:[40] while Achilles's anger is all-consuming and of a self-destructive nature, Odysseus is frequently viewed as a man of the mean, a voice of reason, renowned for his self-restraint and diplomatic
skills. He is also in some respects antithetical to Telamonian Ajax (Shakespeare's "beef-witted" Ajax): while the latter has only brawn to recommend him, Odysseus is not only ingenious (as evidenced by his idea for the Trojan Horse), but an eloquent speaker, a skill perhaps best demonstrated in the embassy to Achilles in book 9 of the Iliad. The two
are not only foils in the abstract but often opposed in practice since they have many duels and run-ins.Roman mosaic depicting Odysseus at Skyros unveiling the disguised Achilles;[41] from La Olmeda, Pedrosa de la Vega, Spain, 5th century ADSince a prophecy suggested that the Trojan War would not be won without Achilles, Odysseus and several
other Achaean leaders are described in the Achilleid as having gone to Skyros to find him. Odysseus discovered Achilles by offering gifts, adornments and musical instruments as well as weapons, to the king's daughters, and then having his companions imitate the noises of an enemy's attack on the island (most notably, making a blast of a trumpet
heard), which prompted Achilles to reveal himself by picking a weapon to fight back, and together they departed for the Trojan War.[42]The story of the death of Palamedes has many versions. According to some, Odysseus never forgives Palamedes for unmasking his feigned madness and plays a part in his downfall. One tradition says Odysseus
convinces a Trojan captive to write a letter pretending to be from Palamedes. A sum of gold is mentioned to have been sent as a reward for Palamedes's treachery. Odysseus then kills the prisoner and hides the gold in Palamedes's tent. He ensures that the letter is found and acquired by Agamemnon, and also gives hints directing the Argives to the
gold. This is evidence enough for the Greeks, and they have Palamedes stoned to death. Other sources say that Odysseus and Diomedes goad Palamedes into descending a well with the prospect of treasure being at the bottom. When Palamedes reaches the bottom, the two proceed to bury him with stones, killing him.[43]0inochoe, ca 520 BC,
Odysseus and Ajax fighting over the armour of AchillesWhen Achilles is slain in battle by Paris, it is Odysseus and Ajax who retrieve the fallen warrior's body and armour in the thick of heavy fighting. During the funeral games for Achilles, Odysseus competes once again with Ajax. Thetis says that the arms of Achilles will go to the bravest of the
Greeks, but only these two warriors dare lay claim to that title. The two Argives became embroiled in a heavy dispute about one another's merits to receive the reward. The Greeks dither out of fear in deciding a winner, because they did not want to insult one and have him abandon the war effort. Nestor suggests that they allow the captive Trojans to
decide the winner.[44] The accounts of the Odyssey disagree, suggesting that the Greeks themselves hold a secret vote.[45] In any case, Odysseus is the winner. Enraged and humiliated, Ajax is driven mad by Athena. When he returns to his senses, in shame at how he has slaughtered livestock in his madness, Ajax Kills himself by the sword that
Hector had given him after their duel.[46]Together with Diomedes, Odysseus fetches Achilles's son, Pyrrhus, to come to the aid of the Achaeans, because an oracle had stated that Troy could not be taken without him. A great warrior, Pyrrhus is also called Neoptolemus (Greek for "new warrior"). Upon the success of the mission, Odysseus gives
Achilles's armour to him.It is learned that the war can not be won without the poisonous arrows of Heracles, which are owned by the abandoned Philoctetes. Odysseus and Diomedes (or, according to some accounts, Odysseus and Neoptolemus) leave to retrieve them. Upon their arrival, Philoctetes (still suffering from the wound) is seen still to be
enraged at the Danaans, especially at Odysseus, for abandoning him. Although his first instinct is to shoot Odysseus, his anger is eventually defused by Odysseus's persuasive powers and the influence of the gods. Odysseus returns to the Argive camp with Philoctetes and his arrows.[47]Perhaps Odysseus's most famous contribution to the Greek war
effort is devising the strategy of the Trojan Horse, which allows the Greek army to sneak into Troy under cover of darkness. It is built by Epeius and filled with Greek warriors, led by Odysseus.[48] Odysseus and Diomedes steal the Palladium that lay within Troy's walls, for the Greeks were told they could not sack the city without it. Some late Roman
sources indicate that Odysseus schemed to kill his partner on the way back, but Diomedes thwarts this attempt.Odysseus (pileus hat) carrying off the palladion from Troy, with the help of Diomedes, against the resistance of Cassandra and other Trojans. Antique fresco from Pompeii.Homer's Iliad and Odyssey portray Odysseus as a culture hero, but
the Romans, who believed themselves the heirs of Prince Aeneas of Troy, considered him a villainous falsifier. In Virgil's Aeneid, written between 29 and 19 BC, he is constantly referred to as "cruel Odysseus" (Latin dirus Ulixes) or "deceitful Odysseus" (pellacis, fandi fictor). Turnus, in Aeneid, book 9, reproaches the Trojan Ascanius with images of
rugged, forthright Latin virtues, declaring (in John Dryden's translation), "You shall not find the sons of Atreus here, nor need the frauds of sly Ulysses fear." While the Greeks admired his cunning and deceit, these qualities did not recommend themselves to the Romans, who possessed a rigid sense of honour. In Euripides's tragedy Iphigenia at Aulis,
having convinced Agamemnon to consent to the sacrifice of his daughter, Iphigenia, to appease the goddess Artemis, Odysseus facilitates the immolation by telling Iphigenia's mother, Clytemnestra, that the girl is to be wed to Achilles. Odysseus's attempts to avoid his sacred oath to defend Menelaus and Helen offended Roman notions of duty, and the
many stratagems and tricks that he employed to get his way offended Roman notions of honour.This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. (September 2023) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Further information:
Homer's Ithaca and Returns from TroyOdysseus is probably best known as the eponymous hero of the Odyssey. This epic describes his travels, which lasted for 10 years, as he tries to return home after the Trojan War and reassert his place as rightful king of Ithaca.Odysseus and Polyphemus (1896) by Arnold Bcklin: Odysseus and his crew escape the
Cyclops Polyphemus.Homebound from Troy, after a raid on Ismarus in the land of the Cicones, he and his twelve ships are driven off course by storms. They visit the lethargic Lotus-Eaters and are captured by the Cyclops Polyphemus while visiting his island. After Polyphemus eats several of his men, he and Odysseus have a discussion and Odysseus
tells Polyphemus his name is Outis ("Nobody"). Odysseus takes a barrel of wine and the Cyclops drinks it, falling asleep. Odysseus and his men take a wooden stake, ignite it with the remaining wine, and blind him. While they escape, Polyphemus cries in pain, and the other Cyclopes ask him what is wrong. Polyphemus cries, "Nobody has blinded me!"
and the other Cyclopes think he has gone mad. Odysseus and his crew escape, but Odysseus rashly reveals his real name, and Polyphemus prays to Poseidon, his father, to take revenge. They stay with Aeolus, the master of the winds, who gives Odysseus a leather bag containing all the winds, except the west wind, a gift that should have ensured a
safe return home. However, the sailors foolishly open the bag while Odysseus sleeps, thinking that it contains gold. All of the winds fly out, and the resulting storm drives the ships back the way they had come, just as Ithaca comes into sight.After pleading in vain with Aeolus to help them again, they re-embark and encounter the cannibalistic
Laestrygonians. Odysseus's ship is the only one to escape. He sails on and visits the witch-goddess Circe. She turns half of his men into swine after feeding them cheese and wine. Hermes warns Odysseus about Circe and gives him a drug called moly, which resists Circe's magic. Circe, being attracted to Odysseus's resistance, falls in love with him and
releases his men. Odysseus and his crew remain with her on the island for one year, while they feast and drink. Finally, Odysseus's men convince him to leave for Ithaca.Guided by Circe's instructions, Odysseus and his crew cross the ocean and reach a harbor at the western edge of the world, where Odysseus sacrifices to the dead and summons the
spirit of the old prophet Tiresias for advice. Next Odysseus meets the spirit of his own mother, who had died of grief during his long absence. From her, he learns for the first time news of his own household, threatened by the greed of Penelope's suitors. Odysseus also talks to his fallen war comrades and the mortal shade of Heracles.Odysseus and
the Sirens, Ulixes mosaic at the Bardo National Museum in Tunis, Tunisia, 2nd century ADOdysseus and his men return to Circe's island, and she advises them on the remaining stages of the journey. They skirt the land of the Sirens, pass between the six-headed monster Scylla and the whirlpool Charybdis, where they row directly between the two.
However, Scylla drags the boat towards her by grabbing the oars and eats six men.They land on the island of Thrinacia. There, Odysseus's men ignore the warnings of Tiresias and Circe and hunt down the sacred cattle of the sun god Helios. Helios tells Zeus what happened and demands Odysseus's men be punished or else he will take the sun and
shine it in the Underworld. Zeus fulfills Helios's demands by causing a shipwreck during a thunderstorm in which all but Odysseus drown. He washes ashore on the island of Ogygia, where Calypso compels him to remain as her lover for seven years. He finally escapes when Hermes tells Calypso to release Odysseus.Odysseus is shipwrecked and
befriended by the Phaeacians. After he tells them his story, the Phaeacians, led by King Alcinous, agree to help Odysseus get home. They deliver him at night, while he is fast asleep, to a hidden harbor on Ithaca. He finds his way to the hut of one of his own former slaves, the swineherd Eumaeus, and also meets up with Telemachus returning from
Sparta. Athena disguises Odysseus as a wandering beggar to learn how things stand in his household.The return of Ulysses, illustration by E. M. Synge from the 1909 Story of the World children's book series (book 1: On the shores of Great Sea)When the disguised Odysseus returns after 20 years, he is recognized only by his faithful dog, Argos.
Penelope announces in her long interview with the disguised hero that whoever can string Odysseus's rigid bow and shoot an arrow through twelve axe shafts may have her hand. According to Bernard Knox, "For the plot of the Odyssey, of course, her decision is the turning point, the move that makes possible the long-predicted triumph of the
returning hero".[49] Odysseus's identity is discovered by the housekeeper, Eurycleia, as she is washing his feet and discovers an old scar Odysseus received during a boar hunt. Odysseus swears her to secrecy, threatening to kill her if she tells anyone.When the contest of the bow begins, none of the suitors are able to string the bow. After all the
suitors have given up, the disguised Odysseus asks to participate. Though the suitors refuse at first, Penelope intervenes and allows the "stranger" (the disguised Odysseus) to participate. Odysseus easily strings his bow and wins the contest. Having done so, he proceeds to slaughter the suitors (beginning with Antinous whom he finds drinking from
Odysseus's cup) with help from Telemachus and two of Odysseus's servants, Eumaeus the swineherd and Philoetius the cowherd. Odysseus tells the serving women who slept with the suitors to clean up the mess of corpses and then has those women hanged in terror. He tells Telemachus that he will replenish his stocks by raiding nearby islands.
Odysseus has now revealed himself in all his glory (with a little makeover by Athena); yet Penelope cannot believe that her husband has really returnedshe fears that it is perhaps some god in disguise, as in the story of Alcmene (mother of Heracles)and tests him by ordering her servant Euryclea to move the bed in their wedding-chamber. Odysseus
protests that this cannot be done since he made the bed himself and knows that one of its legs is a living olive tree. Penelope finally accepts that he truly is her husband, a moment that highlights their homophrosn ("like-mindedness").The next day Odysseus and Telemachus visit the country farm of his old father Lartes. The citizens of Ithaca follow
Odysseus on the road, planning to avenge the Kkilling of the Suitors, their sons. The goddess Athena and the god Zeus intervene and persuade both sides to make peace.[50]According to some late sources, most of them purely genealogical, Odysseus had many other children besides Telemachus. Most such genealogies aimed to link Odysseus with the
foundation of many Italic cities.[citation needed] This would seem to contradict The Odyssey, which says that Odysseus's family line can only produce a single child per generation by the order of Zeus, with Telemachus already existing as that sole heir.[51][52] However, the Odyssey also notes the existence of Odysseus's sister, Ctimene.[30]The most
famous of the other children are:with Penelope: Poliporthes (born after Odysseus's return from Troy)with Circe: Telegonus, Ardeas, Latinus, also Auson and Cassiphone.[53] Xenagoras writes that Odysseus with Circe had three sons, Romos (Ancient Greek: ), Anteias (Ancient Greek: ) and Ardeias (Ancient Greek: ), who built three cities and called
them after their own names. The city that Romos founded was Rome.[54]with Calypso: Nausithous, Nausinouswith Callidice: Polypoeteswith Euippe: Euryaluswith daughter of Thoas: LeontophonusHe figures in the end of the story of King Telephus of Mysia.The last poem in the Epic Cycle is called the Telegony, and is now lost. According to remaining
fragments, it told the story of Odysseus's last voyage to the land of the Thesprotians. There he married the queen Callidice. Then he led the Thesprotians in a war with their neighbors the Brygoi (Brygi, Brygians) and defeated in battle the neighboring peoples who attacked him. When Callidice died, Odysseus returned home to Ithaca, leaving their son,
Polypoetes, to rule Thesprotia.[55] Contradicting the reading of Tiresias's prophecy in The Odyssey that Odysseus will have a gentle death in old age after making it home,[51][56] the Telogony claims that he met his death at the hands of Telegonus, his son with Circe, after a misunderstanding. Telegonus attacked his father with a poisoned spear,
given to him by Circe. Before dying, Odysseus recognized his son. Telegonus then brought back his father's corpse to Aeaea, together with Penelope and Odysseus's son by her, Telemachus. After burying Odysseus, Circe made the other three immortal. Circe married Telemachus, and Telegonus married Penelope[55] by the advice of Athena.
[57]According to what seems to be later tradition, Odysseus was resurrected by Circe after his death at the hands of Telegonus. Afterward, he married Telemachus to Cassiphone, the daughter he had with Circe.[58][59]In 5th century BC Athens, tales of the Trojan War were popular subjects for tragedies. Odysseus figures centrally or indirectly in a
number of the extant plays by Aeschylus, Sophocles (Ajax, Philoctetes) and Euripides (Hecuba, Rhesus, Cyclops) and figured in still more that have not survived. In his Ajax, Sophocles portrays Odysseus as a modern voice of reasoning compared to the title character's rigid antiquity.Plato in his dialogue Hippias Minor examines a literary question
about whom Homer intended to portray as the better man, Achilles or Odysseus.Head of Odysseus wearing a pileus depicted on a 3rd-century BC coin from IthacaPausanias at the Description of Greece writes that at Pheneus there was a bronze statue of Poseidon, surnamed Hippios (Ancient Greek: ), meaning of horse, which according to the legends
was dedicated by Odysseus and also a sanctuary of Artemis which was called Heurippa (Ancient Greek: ), meaning horse finder, and was founded by Odysseus.[60] According to the legends Odysseus lost his mares and traversed Greece in search of them. He found them on that site in Pheneus.[60] Pausanias adds that according to the people of
Pheneus, when Odysseus found his mares he decided to keep horses in the land of Pheneus, just as he reared his cows. The people of Pheneus also pointed out to him writing, purporting to be instructions of Odysseus to those tending his mares.[61]As Ulysses, he is mentioned regularly in Virgil's Aeneid written between 29 and 19 BC, and the poem's
hero, Aeneas, rescues one of Ulysses's crew members who was left behind on the island of the Cyclopes. He in turn offers a first-person account of some of the same events Homer relates, in which Ulysses appears directly. Virgil's Ulysses typifies his view of the Greeks: he is cunning but impious, and ultimately malicious and hedonistic.Ovid retells
parts of Ulysses's journeys, focusing on his romantic involvements with Circe and Calypso, and recasts him as, in Harold Bloom's phrase, "one of the great wandering womanizers". Ovid also gives a detailed account of the contest between Ulysses and Ajax for the armour of Achilles.Greek legend tells of Ulysses as the founder of Lisbon, Portugal,
calling it Ulisipo or Ulisseya, during his twenty-year errand on the Mediterranean and Atlantic seas. Olisipo was Lisbon's name in the Roman Empire. This folk etymology is recounted by Strabo based on Asclepiades of Myrlea's words, by Pomponius Mela, by Gaius Julius Solinus (3rd century AD), and would later be reiterated by Cames in his epic
poem Os Lusadas (first printed in 1572).[citation needed]In one version of Odysseus's end, he is eventually turned into a horse by Athena.[62]Odysseus is one of the most recurrent characters in Western culture.Dante Alighieri, in the Canto XXVI of the Inferno segment of his Divine Comedy (13081320), encounters Odysseus ("Ulisse" in Italian) near
the very bottom of Hell: with Diomedes, he walks wrapped in flame in the eighth ring (Counselors of Fraud) of the Eighth Circle (Sins of Malice), as punishment for his schemes and conspiracies that won the Trojan War. In a famous passage, Dante has Odysseus relate a different version of his voyage and death from the one told by Homer. He tells
how he set out with his men from Circe's island for a journey of exploration to sail beyond the Pillars of Hercules and into the Western sea to find what adventures awaited them. Men, says Ulisse, are not made to live like brutes, but to follow virtue and knowledge.[63]After travelling west and south for five months, they see in the distance a great
mountain rising from the sea (this is Purgatory, in Dante's cosmology) before a storm sinks them. Dante did not have access to the original Greek texts of the Homeric epics, so his knowledge of their subject-matter was based only on information from later sources, chiefly Virgil's Aeneid but also Ovid; hence the discrepancy between Dante and Homer.
[64]He appears in Shakespeare's Troilus and Cressida (1602), set during the Trojan War.In her poem Site of the Castle of Ulysses. (published in 1836), Letitia Elizabeth Landon gives her version of The Song of the Sirens with an explanation of its purpose, structure and meaning. This illustrates a painting by Charles Bentley engraved by R. Sands, and
showing The Black Mountains of Cephalonia in the background.[65] A further poetical illustration, also in Fisher's Drawing Room Scrap Book, 1837, is to an engraving of a painting by Charles Bentley, Town and Harbour of Ithaca. and harks back to the island 'where Ulysses was king'.[66]Alfred, Lord Tennyson's poem "Ulysses" (published in 1842)
presents an aging king who has seen too much of the world to be happy sitting on a throne idling his days away. Leaving the task of civilizing his people to his son, he gathers together a band of old comrades "to sail beyond the sunset".Nikos Kazantzakis's The Odyssey: A Modern Sequel (1938), a 33,333-line epic poem, begins with Odysseus cleansing
his body of the blood of Penelope's suitors. Odysseus soon leaves Ithaca in search of new adventures. Before his death he abducts Helen, incites revolutions in Crete and Egypt, communes with God, and meets representatives of such famous historical and literary figures as Vladimir Lenin, Don Quixote and Jesus.In 1986, Irish poet Eilean Ni
Chuilleanain published "The Second Voyage", a poem in which she makes use of the story of Odysseus.The bay of Palaiokastritsa in Corfu as seen from Bella vista of Lakones, considered to be the place where Odysseus disembarked and met Nausicaa for the first time. The rock in the sea near the horizon at the top centre-left is held by the locals to be
the mythical petrified ship of Odysseus.Frederick Rolfe's The Weird of the Wanderer (1912) has the hero Nicholas Crabbe (based on the author) travelling back in time, discovering that he is the reincarnation of Odysseus, marrying Helen, being deified and ending up as one of the three Magi.James Joyce's novel Ulysses (first published 19181920) uses
modern literary devices to narrate a single day in the life of a Dublin businessman named Leopold Bloom. Bloom's day bears many elaborate parallels to Odysseus's ten years of wandering.Return to Ithaca (1946) by Eyvind Johnson is a more realistic retelling of the events that adds a deeper psychological study of the characters of Odysseus, Penelope,
and Telemachus. Thematically, it uses Odysseus's backstory and struggle as a metaphor for dealing with the aftermath of war (the novel being written immediately after the end of the Second World War).[67]In the eleventh chapter of Primo Levi's 1947 memoir If This Is a Man, "The Canto of Ulysses", the author describes the last voyage of Ulysses as
told by Dante in The Inferno to a fellow-prisoner during forced labour in the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz.Odysseus is the hero of The Luck of Troy (1961) by Roger Lancelyn Green, whose title refers to the theft of the Palladium.In S. M. Stirling's Island in the Sea of Time (1998), first part to his Nantucket series of alternate history novels,
Odikweos ("Odysseus" in Mycenaean Greek) is a "historical" figure who is every bit as cunning as his legendary self and is one of the few Bronze Age inhabitants who discerns the time-travellers' real background. Odikweos first aids William Walker's rise to power in Achaea and later helps bring Walker down after seeing his homeland turn into a
police state.The Penelopiad (2005) by Margaret Atwood retells his story from the point of view of his wife Penelope.Rick Riordan's novel series Percy Jackson & the Olympians, which centres on the presence of Greek mythology in the 21st century, incorporates several elements from Odysseus's story. The second novel in particular, The Sea of



Monsters (2006), is a loose adaptation of The Odyssey, with protagonists Percy and Annabeth seeking to save their satyr friend Grover from Polyphemus, and facing many of the same obstacles Odysseus faced over the course of the journey.Volodymyr Yermolenko, Ukrainian philosopher and essayist, wrote Ocean Catcher: The Story of Odysseus, Stary
Lev, 2017, which is loose adaptation of The Odyssey, where after coming back home to Ithaca, where he cannot find either Penelope or Telemachus, he decides to have a reverse trip to Troy.[68][69]The literary theorist Nria Perpiny conceived twenty different interpretations of the Odyssey in a 2008 study.[70]The actors who have portrayed Odysseus
in feature films include Kirk Douglas in the Italian Ulysses (1955), John Drew Barrymore in The Trojan Horse (1961), Piero Lulli in The Fury of Achilles (1962), George Clooney in O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000), Sean Bean in Troy (2004), and Ralph Fiennes in The Return (2024).[71] He is set to be played by Matt Damon in the upcoming 2026 film.
[72]In TV miniseries he has been played by Bekim Fehmiu in L'Odissea (1968), Armand Assante in The Odyssey (1997), and by Joseph Mawle in Troy: Fall of a City (2018).Ulysses 31 is a French-Japanese animated television series (1981) that updates the Greek mythology of Odysseus to the 31st century.[73]The opera Ulysse ou le beau priple (1961)
by Henri Tomasi.The British group Cream recorded the song "Tales of Brave Ulysses" in 1967.Suzanne Vega's song "Calypso" from 1987 album Solitude Standing shows Odysseus from Calypso's point of view, and tells the tale of him coming to the island and his leaving.The American progressive metal band Symphony X released a 24-minute
adaptation of the tale on their 2002 album The Odyssey.Odysseus is featured in a verse of the song "Journey of the Magi" on Frank Turner's 2009 album Poetry of the Deed.[74]Rolf Riehm composed an opera based on the myth, Sirenen Bilder des Begehrens und des Vernichtens (Sirens Images of Desire and Destruction) which premiered at the Oper
Frankfurt in 2014.0dysseus appears as the main character of Epic: The Musical, a sung-through adaptation of The Odyssey created by musician Jorge Rivera-Herrans. Rivera-Herrans provides the voice of Odysseus.[75][76]Over time, comparisons between Odysseus and other heroes of different mythologies and religions have been made. A similar
story exists in Hindu mythology with Nala and Damayanti where Nala separates from Damayanti and is reunited with her.[77] The story of stringing a bow is similar to the description in the Ramayana of Rama stringing the bow to win Sita's hand in marriage.[78]Virgil's Aeneid has evident similarities to the Odyssey. Virgil tells the story of Aeneas and
his travels to what would become Rome. On his journey he endures strife comparable to that of Odysseus. However, the motives for both of their journeys differ as Aeneas was driven by this sense of duty granted to him by the gods that he must abide by. He keeps in mind the future of his people, fitting for the future Father of Rome.In folkloristics,
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the Madera TribuneRetrieved from " son of Laertes and Anticleia, was a Greek hero and the king of the island of Ithaca. He married the beautiful princess Penelope and had one son by her, Telemachus.Described by Homer as the man of twists and turns, Odysseus was noted above all for his intelligence and cunning. He used these attributes to great
effect during the Trojan War, devising the trick of the Wooden Horse (or Trojan Horse), which finally ended the decade-long conflict.After the war, Odysseus spent ten years wandering the world, trying to get back home to his beloved family. After many fantastic adventures, Odysseus finally reached Ithaca and was reunited with his wife and son.Key
FactsOdysseus was gone from Ithaca for a total of twenty years. He spent ten years fighting at Troy, and another ten wandering the seas trying to get back home.Though he faced many trials and tribulations during his wanderings, Odysseus did eventually make it back to Ithaca. When he finally arrived, however, he found his palace crawling with
violent suitors who wanted to marry his wife Penelope and take over his kingdom. Thus, Odysseus homecoming was not complete until he had killed all the suitors.Head of Odysseus from a sculptural group of the blinding of Polyphemus from the Villa of Tiberius at Sperlonga (1st century CE)National Archaeological Museum, Sperlonga / Marie-Lan
NguyenPublic DomainOdysseus crew was turned into pigs by the witch Circe. Circes remote island was one of the many stops Odysseus made during his decade of wandering. Upon landing on the island, he sent out some of his men as scouts, but they were transformed into pigs when they came upon Circes palace.When Odysseus learned what had
happened, he set out to rescue his men. The god Hermes aided in this quest by gifting Odysseus a plant that made him immune to Circes magic. When he came to the witchs palace, he demanded that she restore his men to their true form. Circe, realizing that she had no power over Odysseus, did as he asked.Circe by Wright Barker (1889)Cartwright
Hall Art Gallery, BradfordPublic DomainOdysseus was fated to die at the hands of his son Telegonus, the product of his affair with the witch Circe. Telegonus had come to Ithaca in search of his father, having learned about Odysseus from his mother.But when Telegonus arrived in Ithaca, Odysseus mistook him for a pirate and attacked him. During the
ensuing battle, Telegonus, not recognizing his father, killed Odysseus with a spear tipped with the venom of a sea creature. This fulfilled the prophecy that Odysseus death would come from the sea.Melian terracotta plaque with the return of Odysseus (ca. 460450 BCE)The Metropolitan Museum of ArtPublic DomainDuring his wanderings, Odysseus
happened upon the island of the Cyclopesgiant one-eyed sons of Poseidon. There, the brutal Cyclops Polyphemus captured Odysseus and a few of his men, trapping them in his cave.Polyphemus picked off Odysseus men two by two, killing and eating them. But Odysseus managed to escape in the end by getting the Cyclops drunk on wine and then
blinding him with a sharpened stake when he fell asleep.Argive krater showing Odysseus blinding the Cyclops Polyphemus (7th century BCE)Archaeological Museum of Argos / ZdeCC BY-SA 4.0The etymology of the name Odysseus has been much debated. In ancient Greek literature, it was connected with the words odyssomai (to be angry with, to
hate), odyromai (to lament), or ollymi (to perish, to be lost). In Book 19 of the Odyssey, for example, the servant Euryclea tells of how, when Odysseus was born, his grandfather Autolycus named him Odysseus inasmuch as I am come hither as one that has been angered with [Greek: odyssamenos] many, both men and women, over the fruitful earth.
[1]JHowever, modern scholars generally regard the derivation of Odysseus from odyssomai as a folk etymology. Attempts have been made to trace the name to various locales and languages from Odysseus mythology, including Illyria or Epirus in northwestern Greece, continental Europe, Asia Minor, and Babylonian or Hittite. Other scholars have
simply concluded that the name is pre-Greek.[2][oh-DIS-ee-uhs, oh-DIS-yoos]/ods i s, ods yus/From an early date, Odysseus name existed in a number of variants, including Oliseus, Olyseus, Olysseus, Olyteus, Olytteus, lysseus, and Oulixs. These forms seem to have been more closely related to Odysseus Italian counterparts, the Etruscan Uthuze and
the Roman Ulixes or Ulysses. According to John Tzetzes, the Etruscans sometimes called Odysseus Nanus or Nannus.[3]Odysseus most famous epithet is polytropos, popularly translated as the man of twists and turns. This is one of several epithets that highlight Odysseus cunning. Others include polymtis, of many councils, and polymchanos, of many
devices.Odysseus had other important epithets. Because of his role in sacking Troy, he was called ptoliporthios (sacker of cities). Due to his many long years of wandering, he was called polytlas and polytlmn (much-suffering, much enduring), polypenths (of much pain), and polystonos (of much sorrow). Finally, Odysseus was often simply called by his
patronymic, Laertiads, meaning son of Laertes.Odysseus was the king of Ithaca, a small, rocky island on the west coast of Greece. Unlike the kingdoms of most other great heroes, Odysseus island home was humble and insignificant.What Odysseus lacked in political prestige he made up for in his intellectual attributes. As his famous epithets suggest,
Odysseus, the man of twists and turns, was extraordinarily cunning. It was no doubt partly because of this cunning that Athena, the goddess of wisdom (among other things), loved Odysseus so dearly.Pallas Athena, attributed to Rembrandt van Rijn (ca. 1655). Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainPhysically, Odysseus was typically described as not very
tall but broad-shouldered and broad-chested.[4] He was known for his speed as well as his strength, as illustrated in many of the myths about him.In artistic representations from the fifth century BCE and beyond, Odysseus is typically recognized by a pilos, a conical hat or skullcap often associated with sailors in ancient Greece. Scenes from his life
always made for popular artistic subjects.[5]In the standard account, first attested in the Homeric epics, Odysseus was the son of Laertes and Anticlea. Laertes was the king of Ithaca; in some traditions, he was one of the Argonauts who had sailed with Jason in his quest for the Golden Fleece.[6] Anticlea was the daughter of Autolycus, a talented thief
and a son of Hermes.[7] As Anticleas son, Odysseus was thus the grandson of Hermes.According to some traditions, however, Odysseus father was not Laertes but Sisyphus. As the story went, Sisyphus had seduced Anticlea before she married Laertes and was thus Odysseus true father.[8]Odysseus had a sister named Ctimine. She married Eurylochus
of Same, who fought with Odysseus in the Trojan War but died, along with the rest of Odysseus men, on the journey home.[9]O0dysseus wife, Penelope, was a Spartan princess. Together they had a son named Telemachus, born before Odysseus went off to fight in the Trojan War.[10] In some traditions, Odysseus and Penelope had other sons after he
returned from the war, including Acusilaus[11] and Poliporthes or Ptoliporthes.[12]0dysseus took many lovers during his travels, often fathering children by them. With the sorceress Circe, for example, Odysseus fathered Telegonus, who was later responsible for Odysseus death.[13] Most sources agree that Odysseus and Circe had other children,
too, though they disagree on the exact number as well as their names.[14]With Calypso, a daughter of the Titan Atlas, Odysseus fathered Nausithous and Nausinous.[15] In some sources, Calypso was also the mother of children usually assigned to Odysseus and Circe, including Auson[16] and Telegonus (or Teledonus).[17]With Callidice, the queen of
Thesprotia in northwestern Greece, Odysseus fathered Polypoetes.[18] This child went on to rule Thesprotia after his mother died and Odysseus returned to Ithaca.With Euippe, a northern Greek princess, Odysseus fathered Euryalus. Unfortunately, the boy suffered a tragic fate: when Euryalus came to Ithaca in search of his father, Odysseus did not
recognize him and killed him.[19]Finally, with an unnamed daughter of the Aetolian Thoas, Odysseus had a son named Leontophonus.[20]Though Odysseus became most famous for his role in the Trojan War and his subsequent wanderings, there is at least one important myth about his early life. When Odysseus was just entering adulthood, he went to
visit his maternal grandfather, Autolycus, on Mount Parnassus in northern Greece. One day, while hunting with his grandfather and uncles, his thigh was gored by a boar. Odysseus managed to Kkill the boar and escape, but the encounter gave him a scar on his thigh that he carried for the rest of his life (and which allowed some people to recognize
him when he returned to Ithaca after his twenty-year absence).[21]Some time afterwards, Odysseus was among the suitors who came to Sparta to seek Helens hand in marriage. Helens beauty was so famous that all the most powerful Greek princes and heroes wanted to marry her. Odysseus was well aware that he, with his humble kingdom, did not
stand a chance against his wealthier and more powerful rivals. In one version, he did not even bother to bring any gifts to accompany his suit, so sure was he that he could never win Helen.[22]But Odysseus knew that Helens father, Tyndareus, was afraid that as soon as he chose one of the suitors for his daughter, the others would quarrel with the
winner. Odysseus had a solution to this problem, which he offered to share with Tyndareusin exchange for his help in winning the hand of Helens cousin Penelope.Once Tyndareus agreed to the terms, Odysseus explained his solution to the suitor problem: Tyndareus should simply make all the suitors swear an oath that they would support Helens
chosen husband against anybody who might attack him. After the suitors swore this oathoften called the Oath of TyndareusHelen was safely married to Menelaus.[23]0dysseus Advises King Tyndareus Concerning Helen's Suitors by Howard Pyle (1905). Project GutenbergPublic DomainTyndareus kept his word and helped Odysseus win Penelope. In
some versions, Tyndareus simply made Icarius, Penelopes father, marry his daughter to Odysseus.[24] But in other versions, Odysseus only won Penelope after he defeated her other suitors in a footrace.[25]In most accounts, Odysseus and Penelope were happy together. Before long they had a son, whom they named Telemachus.But their happiness
was cut short when, back in Sparta, Helen ran off with the dashing Trojan prince Paris. Menelaus flew into a rage and resolved to stop at nothing to get her back. He therefore called on all of Helens former suitors to join him in attacking Troy: after all, by swearing the Oath of Tyndareus, the suitors had committed to support Helens marriage against
any who violated it. They had no choice but to help Menelaus.Since he had been one of Helens suitors, Odysseus was also required to join in the war effort. In one popular myth, he tried to avoid going to Troy by feigning madness; when the Greeks came to get him, he yoked a horse and a bull to a plow and started sowing his fields with salt.But one of
the recruiters, Palamedes, did not buy Odysseus convenient bout of insanity. He proved that Odysseus was faking by placing the infant Telemachus in front of the plow; Odysseus swerved out of the way at the last moment. With his sanity confirmed, Odysseus was forced to join the Greeks in the Trojan Warbut he continued to bear a fateful grudge
against Palamedes.[26]Perhaps somewhat hypocritically, Odysseus then went on to help Menelaus recruit other draft dodgers. The most important of these was Achilles: there had been a prophecy that without him, the Greeks would not be able to take Troy. But Achilles mother, Thetis, did not want the young man to fight in the Trojan War, for
another prophecy had predicted that he would die there. Thus, she disguised Achilles as a girl and hid him among the daughters of Lycomedes, the king of the island of Skyros.[27]Undeterred, Odysseus came up with a clever plan to draw Achilles out of hiding. He came to Skyros with gifts for Lycomedes and his daughtersmostly clothing and jewelry,
but also a shield and spear. Next, Odysseus had his men outside fake an attack on the palace. While the girls panicked, Achilles threw off his disguise, grabbed the shield and spear, and prepared to fight. Once Achilles had revealed his identity in this way, Odysseus convinced him to join the Greeks in their war against Troy.[28]Delegation to the
TrojansAfter several misadventures (which lasted as many as ten years, according to some sources), the Greeks finally reached Troy. Hoping that the Trojans would want to avoid a fight, the Greeks decided to send a delegation to demand that Helen be returned. The group was headed by Helens husband, Menelaus, and the crafty Odysseus.This
attempt at diplomacy did not go well. The Trojans refused to return Helen, and one of the Trojan elders even tried to have Menelaus and Odysseus assassinated. After making their escape, Menelaus and Odysseus reported the disappointing results to the rest of the Greeks. Thus began the Trojan War.[29]Led by Menelaus older brother Agamemnon,
the Greeks attacked Troy with everything they had. But Troys walls were virtually impregnable, and the Greeks soon realized that they needed to settle in for a long war.Revenge on PalamedesMeanwhile, Odysseus had not forgotten how Palamedes had put his sons life in danger when he came to Ithaca to recruit him. Thus, early on in the Trojan War,
Odysseus decided to take his revenge.There are different accounts of this episode. In one version, Odysseus framed Palamedes for treason. He hid Trojan gold in Palamedes tent and forged letters between Palamedes and the Trojan king Priam, in which Palamedes promised to betray the Greeks. This was evidence enough for the Greeks, who promptly
put Palamedes to death.[30]In another version, attested in a much later source, Odysseus and his friend Diomedes convinced Palamedes that there was treasure buried at the bottom of a well. When Palamedes descended the well to look, Odysseus and Diomedes hurled large stones on top of him and buried him alive.[31]O0dysseus in the IliadOdysseus
was one of Agamemnons most trusted advisors during the Trojan War and is thus an important character in Homers Iliad, which takes place during a few eventful weeks in the ninth year of the war.Throughout the Iliad, Odysseus distinguishes himself repeatedly as a keen diplomat and firm leader. One episode tells of how Agamemnon tried to test the
mettle of the Greek army by telling them that they could go home, hoping that they would voluntarily choose to stay at Troy until they had sacked the city. Instead, the army took Agamemnon at his word and stampeded for the ships. It was Odysseus who prevented them from disbanding.[32]This was not the only time Odysseus cleaned up (or tried to
clean up) one of Agamemnons messes. After Agamemnon insulted Achilles, the greatest of the Greek warriors, and caused him to abandon the war, Odysseus went to Achilles to try and smooth things over. This time, however, Odysseus diplomacy failed, for Achilles refused to forgive Agamemnon.[33]Later, with the Trojans gaining ground in Achilles
absence, Odysseus and Diomedes went out on a nighttime spying mission to gather intelligence. They were able to capture a Trojan spy called Dolon, who told them where they could find fresh Trojan reinforcements, led by the Thracian king Rhesus. After killing Dolon, Odysseus and Diomedes snuck into Rhesus camp, killed him and his men, and
stole his prize horses.[34]Diomed and Ulysses Returning with the Spoils of Rhesus by John Flaxman (1895). Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainHomers Odysseus is also a brave and skilled fighter, even if he is not as impressive as other heroes like Achilles or Ajax. In one battle, it was only through Odysseus efforts that the Greeks were not completely
routed by the Trojans.[35] During the funeral games for Patroclus, Odysseus proved his ability by wrestling Ajax to a draw and winning the footrace.[36]After Achilles close friend Patroclus was killed in battle by the Trojan champion Hector, it was Odysseus who managed to temper Achilles rage. Achilles, devastated by the loss of his friend, wanted to
attack the Trojans immediately. But the more level-headed Odysseus convinced him to let the Greeks eat something first.[37]The Armor of AchillesAfter Achilles was killed by the Trojan prince Paris, Odysseus and Ajax helped carry his body back to the Greek camp. Achilles received a lavish heros burial, after which it was decided that his precious
armor, forged by the smith god Hephaestus himself, should go to the greatest surviving Greek hero.Two men presented themselves as candidates for this title: the giant Ajax (sometimes called Ajax the Greater, to distinguish him from another Ajax of smaller stature who also fought at Troy, called Ajax the Lesser) and Odysseus. Though Ajax was the
better warrior, Odysseus cunning and strategic ability was considered even more valuable. Odysseus was therefore awarded the armor.Ajax, furious and humiliated, wanted to avenge his honor by murdering Odysseus. But Athena, Odysseus protector, caused Ajax to go mad and turn his sword against the livestock instead. When Ajax realized what he
had done, he killed himself.[38]Neoptolemus and PhiloctetesWith the deaths of both Achilles and Ajax, the Greeks were down their two best warriors. According to a prophecy, if they had any hope of winning the Trojan War (which had already been raging for a decade), they needed the help of Achilles son Neoptolemus (also called Pyrrhus), who was
being raised on the island of Skyros. Odysseus, who had once recruited Achilles on that very island, now returned there to bring Achilles son to Troy.[39]Another prophecy revealed that the Greeks could not conquer Troy without the bow of Heracles (and, perhaps more importantly, the poisoned arrows that accompanied it). This great bow belonged
to Philoctetes, who had joined the Greek army when the war broke out but who had been marooned on the island of Lemnos after receiving a foul-smelling injury.Philoctetes Aiming the Bow of Hercules at Odysseus by Asmus Jakob Carstens (1790). Kupferstichkabinett Museum, Berlin, Germany. Google Arts and CulturePublic DomainOnce again, it
was Odysseus who went to fetch the warrior. Though Philoctetes at first refused to go with Odysseus (it had been Odysseus idea to maroon Philoctetes in the first place), he was eventually convinced. Once at Troy, his injury was cured and he used his famous bow to kill Paris.[40]The PalladiumThe Greeks soon learned of yet another prophecy
concerning the course of the war: the city of Troy could not be conquered, it was said, as long as the Trojans held the Palladiuman ancient statue sacred to Athenawithin their walls.Odysseus again came to the rescue, vowing to steal the Palladium. In some versions of the myth, he snuck into Troy by himself, disguised as a beggar, but in most versions
he was assisted in some capacity by his usual accomplice, Diomedes.[41]The Trojan HorseAfter the Greeks had been at Troy for ten years, Odysseus made what was no doubt his most important contribution to the war effort: he found a way to win the war.His plan was relatively simple: the Greeks would build a hollow wooden horse in which several of
their heroes would hide. They would then board their ships and sail away from Troy, leaving the horse on the beach. After the Trojans had taken it into the city, the men would sneak out of the horse and open the gates for the Greek army.To ensure that the Trojans took the bait, the Greeks told one man, Sinon, to stay behind. Sinon pretended that he
had been cast out by the Greeks and that the horse was an offering to Athena: the Trojans would do well, he said, to take it into their city. Though some doubted Sinon (especially Cassandra and the priest Laocoon), the Trojans ended up bringing the horse into Troy.The Trojans Bring the Wooden Horse into Their City by Jean Mignon (15351555).
Metropolitan Museum of ArtPublic DomainAfter the Trojans finished celebrating their victory and went to bed, the men in the horse opened a trap door, climbed out, and opened the city gates to the rest of the army, which had in the meantime sailed back to Troy. At last, the Greeks had found a way to get past Troys impregnable wallsby trickery.
Once inside, they proceeded to sack and pillage the city that they had spent a decade fighting.[42]Though Odysseus played an extremely important role in the Trojan War, he is even more famous for his later adventures. These are the subject of the second great Homeric epic, the Odyssey.Ismarus and the CiconesSoon after setting sail from Troy,
Odysseus and his twelve ships put in at the town of Ismarus in Thrace. Though Odysseus men easily raided the city, they made the mistake of getting drunk afterwards. While their guard was down, they were attacked by the neighboring Cicones, who killed seventy-two of Odysseus men and forced the rest to retreat.[43]The Lotus-EatersOdysseus
ships were then blown off course by storms, which brought them to the land of the Lotus-eaters. After tasting the lotus fruit, Odysseus men fell into a blissful state and no longer cared about returning home. But their captain dragged them to the ships, strapped them down, and sailed away.[44]The CyclopsOdysseus next stop was the island of the
Cyclopes, a race of giant one-eyed shepherds. One Cyclops, Polyphemus, managed to trap Odysseus and a few of his men in his cave and proceeded to eat them. In fact, he would have eaten them all had Odysseus not devised a plan to escape.Statue of Odysseus offering wine to the Cyclops. 2nd century BCE Roman copy of Hellenistic original. Vatican
Museums, Vatican. Rabax63CC BY-SA 4.0First, Odysseus got Polyphemus drunk with some wine he happened to have on hand. When the Cyclops fell into a deep, drunken sleep, Odysseus and his remaining men blinded him with a sharpened stake. Polyphemus woke up screaming, but, because Odysseus had told him earlier that his name was Nobody,
his cries did him little good: as he called for help, Polyphemus could only say that Nobody was hurting him, so his neighbors assumed he was ill or simply having a bad dream.The next day, when the blinded Polyphemus opened his cave to pasture his sheep, Odysseus and his men were able to sneak away. But once they were safely in their ship,
Odysseus could not resist the urge to taunt the Cyclops. As he and his men were sailing away, he cried out:Cyclops, if any one of mortal men shall ask thee about the shameful blinding of thine eye, say that Odysseus, the sacker of cities, blinded it, even the son of Laertes, whose home is in Ithaca.[45]Polyphemus heard Odysseus and cast a boulder at
him, nearly sinking the ship. He then begged his father Poseidon to avenge him. This was how Odysseus incurred the hatred of Poseidon, who prevented him from reaching home for ten years.[46]Odysseus and Polyphemus by Arnold Bcklin (1896). Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainAeolus and the WindsOdysseus then
sailed to the island of Aeolus, the master of the winds. Aeolus took a liking to Odysseus and gave him a bag containing all of the winds except the West Wind. With the weather now in his favor, Odysseus would have a quick and easy journey home.And indeed, Odysseus made it most of the way to Ithaca without incident. But while he was sleeping, his
men opened the bag of winds, thinking Odysseus was hiding a treasure inside. The released winds quickly blew Odysseus all the way back to Aeolus. Realizing that Odysseus must have angered some god, Aeolus refused to help the hero a second time.[47]More Misfortunes: The Laestrygonians and CirceThings only got worse for Odysseus from here.
First he came to the land of the cannibalistic Laestrygonians, who attacked his ships while they were in harbor and ate his men. Of Odysseus twelve ships, eleven were destroyedalong with all the men inside. Only Odysseus ship was able to get away.[48]0dysseus, now with only one ship, next came to the island of the sorceress Circe, a daughter of the
sun god Helios. Odysseus sent out a small party of men to explore, but only one of them, Odysseus brother-in-law Eurylochus, returned. Eurylochus revealed that, as he hid, the other men drank a potion that Circe gave them and were immediately transformed into pigs.Circe Offering the Cup to Odysseus by John William Waterhouse (1891). Gallery
Oldham, Greater Manchester, UK. Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainWith the help of Hermes, Odysseus was able to track down Circe and force her to change his men back. Impressed, Circe entertained Odysseus and his men for a long time, giving them a welcome break from their wanderings. Odysseus himself became Circes lover.[49]The
UnderworldEventually, Odysseus decided that it was time to leave Circe and make another attempt to get home. When he asked Circe for directions, she told him that the only person who could help him was the prophet Tiresias. But since Tiresias was dead, the only way to speak to him would be to visit him in the Underworld.Circe revealed how to
get to the Underworld and what sacrifices Odysseus needed to make to appease the infernal gods. She also told him that when the shades of the dead approached him, he could speak with them by letting them drink from the sacrificial blood.Odysseus did as Circe instructed and successfully entered the Underworld. When Tiresias appeared, he gave
Odysseus clear instructions to avoid harming the cattle of Helios when he and his men put in on the island of Thrinacia. He also warned Odysseus that when he did reach Ithaca, he would find his palace overrun by suitors trying to marry his wife Penelope and claim his kingdom.Tiresias then revealed that Odysseus had offended Poseidon by blinding
his son Polyphemus; thus, after returning to Ithaca, he would need to go on another journey to appease the powerful god:do thou go forth, taking a shapely oar, until thou comest to men that know naught of the sea and eat not of food mingled with salt, aye, and they know naught of ships with purple cheeks, or of shapely oars that are as wings unto
ships. And I will tell thee a sign right manifest, which will not escape thee. When another wayfarer, on meeting thee, shall say that thou hast a winnowing-fan on thy stout shoulder, then do thou fix in the earth thy shapely oar and make goodly offerings to lord Poseidona ram, and a bull, and a boar that mates with sowsand depart for thy home and
offer sacred hecatombs to the immortal gods who hold broad heaven, to each one in due order.[50]Tiresias concluded by prophesying Odysseus death: And death shall come to thee thyself far from the sea, a death so gentle, that shall lay thee low when thou art overcome with sleek old age, and thy people shall dwell in prosperity around thee.
[51]0dysseus Questions the Seer Tiresias by Alessandro Allori (1580). Palazzo Salviati, Florence, Italy. Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainAfter learning what he needed from Tiresias, Odysseus spoke to the shades of people he had known while they were alive, including Achilles, Agamemnon, and even his own mother, Anticlea, who had died waiting
for her son to come home from Troy. He also saw many famous dead heroes (Theseus, Heracles) and villains suffering eternal punishment (Sisyphus, Tantalus).[52]Sea Monsters and Sacred CowsOdysseus and his men then returned to Circes island, where they buried one of their companions, Elpenor, who had died while they were preparing to sail
for the Underworld.When they set off again, Odysseus and his men first sailed by the Sirens, monsters who lured sailors to their death with their beautiful song. Odysseus stopped his mens ears with wax so that they would not hear the fatal music. But Odysseus was determined to listen; thus, he had himself lashed to the mast so he could hear the
song without diving to his death.[53]Ulysses and the Sirens by Otto Greiner (19th century). Museum der Bildenden Knste, Leipzig, Germany. Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainOdysseus then passed between the many-headed monster Scylla and the whirlpool Charybdis, two creatures who inhabited opposite sides of a narrow strait. Following Circes
advice, Odysseus steered close to Scylla, knowing that while she would devour six of his men (one for each of her mouths), Charybdis would swallow the whole ship and all of his men with it.[54]After passing these monsters, Odysseus reached the island of Thrinacia, which was sacred to the sun god Helios. Though Odysseus warned his men not to
harm the cattle of Helios (as Tiresias had instructed), they ignored him and hunted down the sacred animals. Helios reported this crime to Zeus, who caused a storm to wreck Odysseus ship. Odysseuswho alone had not touched Helios cattlewas the sole survivor.[55]Ogygia and CalypsoAfter losing his last ship and all of his crew, Odysseus was washed
ashore on the island of Ogygia. There he was found by Calypso, the daughter of the Titan Atlas. Calypso made Odysseus her lover and forced him to remain with her for seven years.Eventually, the gods remembered Odysseus, and Zeus sent Hermes to order Calypso to release the hero.[56] Calypso allowed Odysseus to build a raft, but not before
offering to make him immortal if he stayed with her. Odysseus gently declined this offer:I know full well of myself that wise Penelope is meaner to look upon than thou in comeliness and in stature, for she is a mortal, while thou art immortal and ageless. But even so I wish and long day by day to reach my home, and to see the day of my return.[57]The
PhaeciansOdysseus built a raft and set sail from Ogygia. But when Poseidon saw him, he sent up a great storm that wrecked the raft. It was only with the help of the sea goddess Leucothoe that Odysseus was able to avoid drowning. Clinging to a piece of timber, he floated on the sea for days until he washed ashore on Scheria, the island of the
Phaecians.[58]It was on Scheria that Odysseus luck finally took a turn for the better. He was discovered on the beach by the princess Nausicaa, who told him to come to the palace. There, Odysseus was welcomed by the kindly king Alcinous and his wife Arete. Odysseus eventually agreed to tell his story, after which the Phaecians gave him many
beautiful gifts, put him on a ship, and took him to Ithaca. After twenty years, Odysseus had finally come home.[59]The SuitorsBack in Ithaca, Odysseus discovered that, as Tiresias had warned, many suitors had come to his palace to try to marry his wife Penelope. To prevent them from recognizing and killing him, Athena disguised Odysseus as an old
beggar.[60]Odysseus first found his way to the house of Eumaeus, a swineherd and a loyal former servant. There he met his son, Telemachus, now a fully grown man. Overcome, Odysseus revealed his identity to Telemachus and Eumaeus and recruited them to help him defeat the suitors.[61]Odysseus then went to the palace, still disguised as a
beggar. The suitors, living off of the estate of the absent Odysseus, had made his palace their home. For a few days Odysseus played the role of the beggar, letting himself be mistreated by the suitors.[62] He was recognized only by his dog Argus, who died immediately after being reunited with his master, and by his old nurse Euryclea, who
recognized him by the scar on his thigh.[63]Odysseus did not reveal his identity to Penelope, but he did speak to her privately one night at the palace. During their interview, Penelope told Odysseus that she had been fending off the obnoxious suitors for years, but that she had decided to marry whichever one of them could string Odysseus old bow
and shoot an arrow through twelve axe rings.[64]The next day, Penelope announced the test of Odysseus bow. When none of the suitors were able to even string it (much less shoot an arrow through the rings), the beggar Odysseus asked to try. Of course, he easily accomplished the task. He then revealed his identity to the shocked suitors andwith the
help of his son Telemachus, the swineherd Eumaeus, and the cowherd Philoetiusproceeded to slaughter them all.[65]Illustration of Attic red figure skyphos from Tarquinia depicting Odysseus killing the suitors of Penelope (ca. 440 BCE). Heidelberg Historic LiteratureCCOAfter the massacre, Odysseus resolved to scour his home clean. He had the
handmaids who had slept with the rowdy suitors clean up their bodies; once they had finished their task, he hanged them.[66]Reunion with PenelopeOdysseus then revealed himself to Penelope. But Penelope, who had not seen her husband in twenty years, was hesitant to take him at his word.Penelope decided to test Odysseus to make sure it was
really him. She ordered the servants to bring out his bed so that he could sleep, but Odysseus immediately told her that this was impossible, for he had built the bed out of a living olive tree. Since only the real Odysseus could have known this fact, Penelope realized that her husband had finally come home.[67]Laertes and the People of IthacaThe next
day, Odysseus went out to the country, where his aged father, Laertes, had his estate. Immediately after father and son were reunited, however, Odysseus learned that the people of Ithaca, wanting revenge for the deaths of the suitors, had taken up arms against him.Odysseus and Laertes grabbed their weapons and prepared to fight the angry mob.
But just then Athena appeared to persuade both sides to make peace with one another.[68]Following his return to Ithaca, Odysseus was forced to set out on another journey: he still needed to appease Poseidon, who had been angry with him ever since he had blinded Polyphemus.Odysseus sailed to northern Greece and traveled deep inland with an
oar on his shoulder, as Tiresias had instructed him to do. When he met somebody who mistook the oar for a winnowing fan, he planted it in the ground and sacrificed to Poseidon.But Odysseus did not immediately go home. Instead, he stayed in the kingdom of the Thesprotians and even married the Thesprotian queen, Callidice. He then helped the
Thesprotians fight a war against their neighbors. After Callidice died, Odysseus made their son, Polpoetes, king of Thesprotia and sailed back to Ithaca.In the meantime, Telegonus, Odysseus son by Circe, had set sail in search of his father. When he arrived in Ithaca, he started raiding the countryside; in response, Odysseus went out to confront the
violent stranger. Unfortunately, the father and son did not recognize each other, and Telegonus killed Odysseus with a spear whose tip had been poisoned with the barb of a stingray.When Telegonus realized that he had killed his father, he was heartbroken. He buried and mourned Odysseus, then brought Penelope and Telemachus to his mothers
island of Aeaea. There, Telemachus married Circe, while Telegonus himself married Penelope.[69]There were also other, lesser-known versions of the final adventures of Odysseus.In some accounts, Penelope did not wait faithfully for Odysseus to return, as she did in the Odyssey. Instead, she took a god or one of the suitors (or even all of the suitors,
in some versions) as her lover. When Odysseus came home and discovered this, he either banished Penelope,[70] killed her,[71] or left Ithaca to continue his wanderings.[72]In other versions, Odysseus was exiled from Ithaca for killing the suitors and ended up sailing to Aetolia, the mainland region just opposite Ithaca. There, he married the daughter
of a certain Thoas, settled down, and eventually died of old age.[73]Odysseus is and always has been an ambivalent figure. In the Odysseythe earliest surviving source to tell his mythhe is depicted relatively sympathetically. But even Homers Odysseus is more of an antihero than the straightforwardly heroic Achilles: he relies less on his physical
prowess than on his intellect, and he does not hesitate to use trickery and deceit.Compared to Homer, other sources were much more critical of Odysseus. The poet Pindar, for example, claimed that Homer had exaggerated how much Odysseus actually suffered,[74] while the philosopher Plato dismissed the hero as an unprincipled liar and trickster.
[75]Some Greek literature, especially tragedy, tended to highlight the darker sides of Odysseus character. In the Sack of Troy, an early Greek epic, Odysseus cruelly throws Hectors young son Astyanax off the walls of Troy as the Greeks burn the city;[76] in Sophocles Philoctetes, he displays a cynical and self-serving personal philosophy;[77] and in
Euripides Hecuba, he is coldly calculating in carrying out the sacrifice of Hecubas daughter Polyxena.[78]Roman literature was even more unkind to Odysseus. While describing the fall of Troy in Book 2 of the Aeneid, Virgil depicts Odysseus as a cruel and impious villain. Seneca paints a similar portrait of Odysseus in his Trojan Women.[79] Ovid,
characteristically, is less consistent: in Book 13 of the Metamorphoses, Odysseus comes across as an unscrupulous sophist, while Heroides 1, written from the perspective of Penelope, presents him in a more sympathetic light.Odysseus was the subject of hero cult at several ancient Mediterranean sites, most of them associated with his mythology.
These included Aetolia and Epirus (the area of his later travels),[80] Libya (where the Lotus-eaters were believed to have lived),[81] and Tarentum in southern Italy.[82] Dedications to Odysseus have also been discovered on his home island of Ithaca. Finally, the Spartans had a shrine dedicated to Odysseus, where they claimed to house the Palladium
that he had once stolen from Troy.[83]As one of the most famous Greek heroes, Odysseus has had an enduring presence in modern pop culture.In literature, he has appeared in or inspired numerous poems, epics, novels, and graphic novels, including Alfred Lord Tennysons Ulysses (1842), James Joyces Ulysses (19181920), Nikos Kazantzakis The
Odyssey: A Modern Sequel (1938), Eyvind Johnsons Return to Ithaca (1946), Eric Shanowers Age of Bronze graphic novel series (1998), Margaret Atwoods The Penelopiad (2005), David Gemmells Troy trilogy (20052007), Glyn Iliffes Adventures of Odysseus series (20082017), and Margaret Millers The Song of Achilles (2011) and Circe (2018).The
myth of Odysseus has also been adapted many times for film and television, with various actors taking on the role. In film, these include Kirk Douglas in the Italian Ulysses (1955), John Drew Barrymore in The Trojan Horse (1961), and Sean Bean in Troy (2004). In television, Odysseus has been portrayed by John DAquino in Xena: Warrior Princess
(19952001), Armand Assante in The Odyssey (1997), and Joseph Mawle in Troy: Fall of a City (2018). The 2000 film O Brother, Where Art Thou, starring George Clooney as Ulysses Everett McGill, is loosely based on the Odyssey.Odysseus is also featured in other media, such as the song Tales of Brave Ulysses (1967) by the British band Cream and the
video game Total War Saga: Troy (2020).True to the ancient tradition, most modern adaptations of Odysseus present a highly ambivalent character, one who is devoted to his family and home but also driven by a thirst for adventureor, in some cases, violence and greed. Hence the dilemma of Tennysons famous Ulysses, who finally reaches Ithaca after
two decades of war and wandering only to find that he cannot rest from travel.[84]Avi Kapach is a writer, scholar, and educator who received his PhD in Classics from Brown University
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