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Easter	Vigil	2025	Guide:	Table	of	Contents	The	Roman	Missal	borrows	a	quote	from	St.	Augustine	when	it	refers	to	the	Easter	Vigil	as	the	mother	of	all	holy	vigils.	Anyone	who	has	attended	this	beautiful,	unique	Holy	Week	liturgy	would	be	hard-pressed	to	disagree.	The	Easter	Vigil	is	the	longest	service	of	the	year,	for	good	reason.	Its	filled	with
powerful	scripture	and	beautiful	liturgical	traditions.	Its	also	when	the	Church	grows,	since	the	Easter	Vigil	is	the	night	when	catechumens	can	receive	the	Catholic	sacrament	of	Baptism,	Confirmation	and	Holy	Communion	on	the	same	night.	The	Easter	Vigil	is	a	one-of-a-kind	Mass,	more	different	than	a	regular	Sunday	liturgy	than	any	other	Mass	of
the	year.	Hallow	breaks	down	the	modern	Easter	Vigil,	starting	with	its	roots,	which	are	younger	than	you	might	realize.	As	with	the	entirety	of	Holy	Week,	we	understand	the	Easter	Vigil	first	from	the	Bible,	which	tells	us	of	Jesuss	final	days,	death	and	resurrection.	But	the	Easter	Vigil	celebrates	the	story	of	salvation	unfolding	throughout	history,
and	the	liturgy	is	inspired	by	both	the	Old	and	New	Testaments.	By	most	ancient	tradition,	this	is	the	night	of	keeping	vigil	for	the	Lord	(Ex	12:42),	in	which,	following	the	Gospel	admonition	(Lk	12:35-37),	the	faithful,	carrying	lighted	lamps	in	their	hands,	should	be	like	those	looking	for	the	Lord	when	he	returns,	so	that	at	his	coming	he	may	find
them	awake	and	have	them	sit	at	his	table.	Roman	Missal	However,	the	Easter	Vigil	that	St.	Augustine	knew	and	experienced	is	likely	much	different	than	the	Holy	Saturday	service	that	occurs	worldwide	in	the	21st	century.	During	the	middle	ages,	Holy	Week	liturgies	took	place	at	different	times	than	were	accustomed	to.	They	often	began	in	the
mornings,	when	the	meaning	of	a	nighttime	vigil	was	compromised,	and	at	a	time	when	fewer	people	could	attend	these	services.	In	the	1950s,	Pope	Pius	XII	changed	the	observance	of	Holy	Week,	to	encourage	greater	lay	participation.	His	1955	papal	document	Maxima	Redemptionis	solidified	changes	to	Holy	Week	that	are	more	familiar	today.	One
of	the	most	noteworthy	elements	of	the	Easter	Vigil	occurs	outside	the	church.	On	Good	Friday,	the	altar	is	bare;	the	church	sparsely	decorated.	Crosses	and	statues	are	covered.	The	next	day,	on	Holy	Saturday,	there	is	no	morning	Mass	before	the	Easter	Vigil.	The	church	remains	empty,	quiet	and	dark	before	the	celebration	of	Christs	resurrection.
Throughout	the	day,	we	await	Christs	imminent	Resurrection,	resting	with	Him	in	the	darkness.	As	Pope	Francis	recently	said,	There	are	moments	when	life	seems	to	be	a	sealed	tomb:	all	is	dark,	and	around	us	we	see	only	sorrow	and	despair	Jesus	tells	us	that	in	these	moments	we	are	not	alone.	Precisely	in	these	moments	He	comes	closer	than	ever
to	restore	life	to	us.	The	Easter	Vigil	that	night	marks	the	first	sign	of	Christs	light	and	resurrection.	After	churchgoers	have	filed	into	the	church,	the	Easter	Vigil	service	begins	at	sunset	with	an	invitation	from	the	priest	to	walk	from	the	dark	church	outside	to	begin	the	Service	of	Light.	A	fire	burns,	dispelling	the	nights	darkness,	as	the	priest	takes
the	Paschal	Candle,	carves	a	cross	and	other	symbols	into	it,	and	lights	the	candle.	With	incense	burning,	the	priest	passes	light	from	the	candle	to	smaller	candles	held	by	everyone	in	attendance.	As	everyone	moves	inside,	the	light	from	Christ	illuminates	the	dark	worship	space.	It	serves	as	a	powerful	symbol,	as	Christ	is	the	Light	of	the	World.	As
Christs	light	enters	the	church,	it	can	also	enter	our	hearts.	As	Pope	Benedict	XVI	said,	Beginning	with	the	resurrection,	Gods	light	spreads	throughout	the	world	and	throughout	history..This	Light	alone	Jesus	Christ	is	the	true	light,	something	more	than	the	physical	phenomenon	of	light..	Its	a	symbol	that	perhaps	those	in	the	Middle	Ages	were	better
equipped	to	appreciate	than	we	do,	given	that	light	and	electricity	are	typically	abundant	for	us.	When	the	procession	ends,	and	the	candle	settles	on	its	resting	place,	the	Exsultet,	also	known	as	Easter	Proclamation,	begins.	Its	a	beautiful,	rich	hymn	that	celebrates	the	truly	holy	night	with	words	such	as	those	below:	This	is	the	nightof	which	it	is
written:The	night	shall	be	as	bright	as	day,dazzling	is	the	night	for	me,	and	full	of	gladness.The	sanctifying	power	of	this	nightdispels	wickedness,	washes	faults	away,restores	innocence	to	the	fallen,	and	joy	to	mourners,drives	out	hatred,	fosters	concord,	and	brings	down	the	mighty.On	this,	your	night	of	grace,	O	holy	Father,accept	this	candle,	a
solemn	offering,the	work	of	bees	and	of	your	servants	hands,an	evening	sacrifice	of	praise,this	gift	from	your	most	holy	Church.	The	Exsultet	gives	a	taste	of	the	unique	Scripture	and	song	that	take	place	as	the	Vigil	unfolds.	In	the	readings	at	the	Easter	Vigil,	we	trace	the	story	of	the	world	from	Gods	creation	through	Jesuss	Resurrection.	A	Psalm
follows	each	reading.	After	the	psalm,	the	congregation	rises	as	the	priest	says,	Let	us	pray	and	offers	a	specific	prayer	related	to	the	reading	and	psalm.	After	Amen,	everyone	sits,	and	the	next	reading	begins.	1.	Genesis	1:2-2	(The	Story	of	Creation)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	104:	Lord	send	out	Your	Spirit,	and	renew	the	face	of	the	earth.	2.	Genesis
22:1-18	(God	puts	Abraham	to	the	Test)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	16:	You	are	my	inheritance,	O	Lord.	3.	Exodus	14:15-15:1	(Mosess	Triumph	Over	the	Egyptians)Responsorial	Psalm:	Exodus	15:	Let	us	sing	to	the	Lord;	He	has	covered	himself	in	glory.	4.	Isaiah	54:5-14	(Tne	New	Zion)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	30:	I	will	praise	You,	Lord,	for	You	have
rescued	me.	5.	Isaiah	55:1-11	(An	Invitation	to	Grace)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	12:	You	will	draw	water	joyfully	from	the	springs	of	salvation.	6.	Baruch	3:9-15,	32C4:4	(In	Praise	of	Wisdom)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	19:	Lord,	You	have	the	words	of	everlasting	life	7.	Ezekiel	36:16-17a,	18-28	(The	Renewal	of	Israel)Responsorial	Psalm:	Psalm	42:	Like
a	deer	that	longs	for	running	streams,	my	soul	longs	for	You,	my	God.	(Gloria	in	excelsis	is	sung)	8.	Epistle:	Romans	6:3-11	(If	we	have	died	with	Christ,	we	believe	that	we	shall	also	live	with	Him.)(Alleluia	led	by	the	priest)	9.	Gospel:	Mark	16:1-7	(The	Resurrection	of	Jesus)	After	the	seventh	and	final	Old	Testament	reading,	the	priest	leads	Gloria	in
excelsis,	often	accompanied	by	bell	ringing.	The	Gloria	is	not	sung	during	Lent	but	returns	on	Holy	Thursday	and	again	at	the	Easter	Vigil.	Before	the	ninth	and	final	reading,	the	Gospel,	the	priest	intones	Alleluia	three	times,	getting	louder	each	time,	the	first	time	Alleluia	is	sung	during	Lent.	Pastors	can	shorten	the	number	of	readings,	with	some
limitations,	based	on	the	needs	of	their	particular	parish.	The	Liturgy	of	the	Word	concludes	with	a	homily,	which	is	often	brief,	given	the	length	of	the	readings.	One	of	the	most	special	aspects	of	the	Easter	Vigil	is	the	Liturgy	of	Baptism,	which	follows	the	Liturgy	of	the	Word.	Adult	catechumens	who	have	been	preparing	to	be	welcomed	into	the
Church	receive	the	sacrament	of	baptism	at	this	time.	This	process	is	known	as	RCIAthe	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults.	Even	if	the	parish	has	no	catechumens,	the	baptismal	font	still	receives	a	blessing	and	everyone	gathered	renews	their	baptismal	vows.	As	those	being	baptized	process	to	the	baptismal	font,	accompanied	by	their	sponsors	or
godparents,	the	cantor	leads	the	Litany	of	the	Saints,	invoking	the	intercession	of	various	holy	men	and	women	throughout	time.	Those	who	are	newly	baptized	then	receive	a	white	robea	symbol	of	being	cleansed	from	sin,	according	to	the	USCCB,	and	a	white	candle,	lit	from	the	Paschal	candle.	They	then	receive	the	sacrament	of	Confirmation	and
are	anointed	with	oil	of	the	Sacred	Chrism	(which	is	presented	during	Holy	Thursday.)	At	this	point,	the	Easter	Vigil	proceeds	mostly	like	a	normal	Sunday	liturgy.	If	there	are	newly	baptized	adults,	they	may	carry	the	gifts	forward	during	the	offertory.	The	priest	may	also	offer	a	special	message	to	them	and	their	sponsors,	as	they	prepare	to	receive
Holy	Communion	for	the	first	time.	After	Communion,	the	priest	offers	a	final	blessing	and	a	dismissal	that	includes	a	final	Alleluia	before	the	Mass	ends.	A	celebratory	hymn	like	Jesus	Christ	is	Risen	Today	closes	the	joy-filled	worship.	Although	the	liturgy	ends	late	into	the	night,	churches	often	hold	gatherings	with	food	and	drink	to	celebrate.	Its	not
a	short	liturgy,	but	its	absolutely	worth	your	time.	With	powerful	rituals,	words,	songs	and	initiation,	the	Easter	Vigil	is	perhaps	the	most	vibrant	celebration	of	our	faith.	How	long	is	the	Easter	vigil?	This	depends	on	a	number	of	factors,	such	as	whether	certain	portions	of	the	Mass	are	spoken	or	sung,	how	many	readings	are	used	and	if	there	are	any
baptisms.	It	usually	runs	2.5	to	3	hours.	Does	the	Easter	Vigil	fulfill	Sunday	obligation?	Yes,	attending	the	Easter	Vigil	fulfills	ones	obligation	to	attend	Mass	on	(Easter)	Sunday.	What	is	Easter	Vigil	Mass	attire?	Theres	no	specific	dress	code	for	the	Easter	Vigil,	and	no	outfit	recommendation	could	possibly	accommodate	all	churches	in	all	cultures.
Since	its	a	long	liturgy,	make	sure	your	outfit	is	comfortable.	What	happens	at	the	Easter	Vigil?	Theres	darkness,	fire,	water	(Baptism),	oil	(Confirmation)	and	more.	Its	a	liturgy	filled	with	powerful	symbolism.	When	does	the	Easter	Vigil	begin?	The	exact	time	varies,	but	the	Easter	Vigil	always	begins	after	dusk.	What	are	the	four	parts	of	the	Easter
Vigil?	The	Service	of	Light,	the	Liturgy	of	the	Word,	the	Liturgy	of	Baptism,	and	the	Liturgy	of	the	Eucharist.	Holy	Week	2025	All	times	Eastern	|	subject	to	change	Palm	Sunday	Sunday,	April	13th	From	the	Vatican	Palm	Sunday	Mass	4:00	am,	1:00	pm	&	8:00	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Palm	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Bishop	Barres	11:00	am
From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	Palm	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Dolan	3:30	pm	From	Our	Lady	of	Loretto	Misa	del	Domingo	de	Ramos	celebrado	por	el	Obispo	Romero	5:30	pm	Basilica	of	the	National	Shrine	of	the	Immaculate	Conception	Palm	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Archbishop	Christophe	Pierre	7:00pm	Chrism	Mass	-	Tuesday,	April
15th	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Chrism	Mass	Celebrated	by	Bishop	Barres	4:00	pm	From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	Chrism	Mass	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Dolan	8:00	pm	Holy	Thursday	-	Thursday,	April	17th	From	the	Vatican	Chrism	Mass	3:30	am	&	3:30	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Prayer	Service	presided	over	by	Bishop	Barres	9:00	am	From	St.
Patricks	Cathedral	Mass	of	the	Lords	Supper	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Dolan	5:30	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Mass	of	the	Lords	Supper	Celebrated	by	Bishop	Barres	8:00	pm	Good	Friday	-	Friday,	April	18th	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Prayer	Service	presided	over	by	Bishop	Barres	9:00	am	From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	Seven	Last	Words	of	Christ
12:00	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	The	Celebration	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	presided	over	by	Bishop	Barres	3:00	pm	From	the	Vatican	The	Celebration	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	presided	over	by	Pope	Francis	5:00	pm	From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	The	Celebration	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	presided	over	by	Cardinal	Dolan	7:30	pm	From	the	Vatican
The	Way	of	the	Cross	9:30	pm	Holy	Saturday	-	Saturday,	April	19th	From	the	Vatican	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	1:30	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	Celebrated	by	Bishop	Barres	8:00	pm	From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Dolan	10:30	pm	Easter	Sunday	-	Sunday,	April	20th	From	the	Vatican
Easter	Sunday	Mass	and	Urbi	et	Orbi	Blessing	4:30	am,	1:00	pm	&	8:00	pm	From	St.	Agnes	Cathedral	Easter	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Bishop	John	Barres	11:00	am	From	St.	Patricks	Cathedral	Easter	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Dolan	3:30	pm	From	Our	Lady	of	Loretto	Domingo	De	Resurreccion	Celebrado	por	el	Obispo	Romero	5:30	pm
Basilica	of	the	National	Shrine	of	the	Immaculate	Conception	Easter	Sunday	Mass	Celebrated	by	Cardinal	Robert	McElroy	7:00pm	The	following	is	a	list	of	Masses	for	the	Easter	Vigil	and	for	Easter	Sunday	supplied	by	diocesan	parishes	to	The	Catholic	Times.For	more	information,	go	to	the	parishs	website	or	contact	the	parish	office.Ada-Kenton	Our
Lady,	the	Immaculate	Conception	Parish	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(Our	Lady	of	Lourdes);	Easter,	9	a.m.	(Immaculate	Conception),	11	a.m.	(Our	Lady	of	Lourdes)Buckeye	Lake	Our	Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	11	a.m.Canal	Winchester	Immaculate	Heart	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	11
a.m.Cardington	Sacred	Hearts	Good	Friday,	3	p.m.;	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	a.m.Chillicothe/Waverly	Our	Lady,	Queen	of	the	Apostles	Parish	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(Chillicothe	St.	Mary);	Easter,	8	a.m.	(St.	Peter),	10	a.m.	(Waverly	St.	Mary),	noon	(Chillicothe	St.	Mary}Circleville	St.	Joseph	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	11:15	a.m.Columbus
Christ	the	King	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	10	a.m.	(English),	12:30	p.m.	(Spanish)Columbus	Holy	Cross	Easter,	9	a.m.Columbus	Holy	Family	Easter	Vigil,	food	blessing,	10:30	a.m.,	confessions,	1	to	3	p.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.,	5	and	8	p.m.Columbus	Holy	Spirit	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.Columbus	Immaculate
Conception	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	11	a.m.Columbus	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe,	Star	of	the	New	Evangelization	Easter	Vigil,	Rosary	and	reading	in	honor	of	Our	Lady	of	Sorrows,	8:30	a.m.;	Mass,	9	p.m.	(Spanish);	Easter,	8:30	a.m.	(English),	11	a.m.	(Spanish)Columbus	Our	Lady	of	Peace	Easter	Vigil,	Morning	Prayer,	8:30	a.m.,	Mass,	9
p.m.;	Easter	Vigil,	8:45	and	11:30	a.m.Columbus	Our	Lady	of	the	Miraculous	Medal	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	10	a.m.Columbus	Our	Lady	of	Victory	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	with	Maronite	Mass	at	11:30	Columbus	Sacred	Heart	Easter	Vigil,	8:45	p.m.;	Easter,	11	a.m.Columbus	St.	Agatha	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	11
a.m.Columbus	St.	Agnes	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	9	a.m.	(bilingual),	11	a.m.,	1	p.m.	(both	Spanish)Columbus	St.	Aloysius	Easter	Vigil,	7	p.m.;	Easter,	9	a.m.	(English),	10:30	a.m.	(Ghanaian)Columbus	St.	Andrew	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.;	Easter,	7:30,	9:15	and	11	a.m.Columbus	St.	Andrew	Kim	Taegon	Korean	Community	Easter	Vigil,	8
p.m.;	Easter,	noon	(all	at	Columbus	St.	John	the	Baptist	Church)Columbus	Sts.	Augustine	&	Gabriel	Easter	Vigil,	7	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	11	a.m.	(Vietnamese)Columbus	St.	Catharine	of	Siena	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	11	a.m.	(church,	incense	at	11),	11	a.m.,	parish	hall	(no	incense)Columbus	St.	Cecilia	Easter	Vigil,	Morning	Prayer,	9
a.m.,	confessions,	10	a.m.,	food	basket	blessing,	11	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10:30	a.m.	(English),	12:30	p.m.	(Spanish)Columbus	St.	Christopher	Easter	Vigil,	food	blessing,	noon,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.	(English),	noon	(Polish)Columbus	St.	Dominic	Easter,	9:45	a.m.Columbus	St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and
11:30	a.m.Columbus	St.	James	the	Less	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	8	and	11	a.m.	(English),	9:30	and	12:30	p.m.	(Spanish)Columbus	St.	John	Chrysostom	Byzantine	Catholic	Easter	Vigil,	Vespers	and	Divine	Liturgy,	9	p.m.,	Resurrection	Matins,	11	p.m.;	Easter,	Resurrection	Matins	and	Divine	Liturgy,	11	a.m.	Columbus	St.	John	the
Baptist	Easter,	9:30	a.m.Columbus	St.	Joseph	Cathedral	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	10:30	a.m.,	12:30	and	5:15	p.m.Columbus	St.	Josephine	Bakhita	Easter	Vigil,	8:15	p.m.,	St.	Elizabeth;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.	(St.	Elizabeth),	11	a.m.	(St.	Matthias),	all	in	English,	1	p.m.	(Haitian),	4	p.m.	(Nigerian),	both	at	St.	Elizabeth,	7	p.m.	(Brazilian),	St.
MatthiasColumbus	St.	Leo	the	Great	Oratory	Easter	Vigil,	noon	(does	not	fulfill	Sunday	obligation),	Easter,	8	a.m.,	sung	Mass,	10:30	a.m.,	High	Mass	(all	Masses	in	Latin)Columbus	St.	Margaret	of	Cortona	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	10:30	a.m.Columbus	St.	Mary	German	Village	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter.	9	and	11	a.m.	(English),	12:30	p.m.
(Spanish)Columbus	St.	Mary	Magdalene	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.Columbus	St.	Patrick	Easter	Vigil,	Morning	Prayer,	8	a.m.,	food	blessing,	12:30	p.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	7,	9	and	10:30	a.m.,	noonColumbus	St.	Peter/Powell	St.	Joan	of	Arc	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noon	at	St.	Joan	of	Arc).	9	and	11	a.m.
and	5	p.m.	(English),	1	p.m.	(Spanish)"	at	St.	Peter.Columbus	St.	Stephen	the	Martyr	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	8	and	11:30	a.m.,	1:30,	5	and	7	p.m.	(all	Spanish),	10	a.m.	(English)Columbus	St.	Thomas	the	Apostle	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(bilingual);	Easter,	8:30	a.m.	(English),	10:30	a.m.	(Spanish)Coshocton	Sacred	Heart	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;
Easter,	9	a.m.Danville/Mount	Vernon	St.	John	the	Baptist	Parish	Easter	Vigil,	8	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noonDelaware	St.	Mary	Holy	Saturday,	food	blessing,	3	p.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	7:30,	9	and	11:30	a.m.Dennison	Immaculate	Conception	Easter	Vigil,	8	p.m.;	Easter,	11	a.m.Dover	St.	Joseph	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	11	a.m.
(English),	1:30	p.m.	(Spanish)Dresden	St.	Ann	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	a.m.Dublin	St.	Brigid	of	Kildare	Easter	Vigil,	food	blessing,	noon,	Easter	egg	hunt,	1	p.m.,	Mass,	8	p.m.;	Easter,	7:30,	9	and	11	a.m.Gahanna	St.	Matthew	the	Apostle	Easter	Vigil,	9	a.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noonGranville	St.	Edward	the	Confessor	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;
Easter,	7:30,	9	and	11	a.m.Grove	City	Our	Lady	of	Perpetual	Help	Easter	Vigil,	egg	hunt	and	food	blessing,	noon,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	10:30	a.m.Hilliard	St.	Brendan	the	Navigator	Easter	Vigil,	food	blessing,	9	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	7:15	a.m.	(church),	8:45	and	10:15	a.m.	(church	and	gym)Jackson/Vinton	Divine	Mercy	Parish	Easter
Vigil,	9	p.m.	(Sts.	Peter	&	Paul);	Easter,	9	a.m.	(Holy	Trinity),	11	a.m.	(St.	Sylvester)Johnstown	Church	of	the	Ascension	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	7:15,	8:30	and	11	a.m.Lancaster	Basilica	of	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption	Easter	Vigil,	Morning	Prayer,	9	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noonLancaster	St.	Bernadette	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,
10	a.m.,	noonLogan	St.	John	the	Evangelist	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.London	St.	Patrick	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	7:30	and	10:30	a.m.Marion	St.	Mary	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	11	a.m.	(English),	1	p.m.	(Spanish)Marysville	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11:30	a.m.Mattingly	Settlement	St.	Mary
Easter,	11	a.m.Millersburg	St.	Peter	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	11:30	a.m.New	Albany	Church	of	the	Resurrection	Easter	Vigil,	family	Easter	workshop,	9	a.m.,	food	blessing,	noon,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11:30	a.m.New	Philadelphia	Sacred	Heart	Easter	Vigil,	8	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	a.m.Newark	Blessed	Sacrament	Easter	Vigil,	Morning	Prayer,	9
a.m.,	Mass,	8:30	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10:30	a.m.	(English),	1	p.m.	(Spanish)Newark	St.	Francis	de	Sales	Easter	Vigil,	Walking	Stations,	11	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	Mass,	7:30.	9:30	and	11:30	a.m.,	egg	hunt,	12:30	p.m.Perry	County	Catholic	Consortium	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(St.	Rose);	Easter,	7:30	and	10:30	a.m.	(St.	Rose),	9	a.m.	(St.
Patrick)Pickerington	St.	Elizabeth	Ann	Seton	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noonPlain	City	St.	Joseph	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.	(all	at	church);	Easter,	7	and	8:30	a.m.	(church),	8:30	and	11	a.m.	(activity	center,	with	egg	hunt	after	11	a.m.	Mass)Portsmouth	St.	John	Paul	II	Scioto	Catholic	Community	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(St.	Mary);	Easter,	9
a.m.	(Holy	Trinity	and	St.	Peter),	10:30	a.m.	(St.	Mary),	11	a.m.	(Holy	Redeemer),	5	p.m.	(Spanish,	Holy	Redeemer)Reynoldsburg	St.	Pius	X	Easter	Vigil,	food	blessing.	1	p.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	Mass,	8	and	10	a.m.,	egg	hunt,	11:30	a.m.Somerset	Holy	Trinity	and	St.	Joseph	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.	(Holy	Trinity);	Easter,	8	a.m.	(St.	Joseph),	10	a.m.
(Holy	Trinity)Sugar	Grove	St.	Joseph	Easter,	8	a.m.Sunbury	St.	John	Neumann	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.Washington	Court	House	St.	Colman	of	Cloyne	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	10	a.m.West	Jefferson	Sts.	Simon	and	Jude	Easter	Vigil,	8:30	p.m.;	Easter,	9	and	11	a.m.Westerville	St.	Paul	the	Apostle	Easter	Vigil,	Matins	and	Lauds,
8:15	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8	and	10	a.m.,	noon	(church),	10	a.m.	(Westerville	North	High	School)Worthington	St.	Michael	the	Archangel	Easter	Vigil,	Lauds,	8:15	a.m.,	Mass,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	8:30	and	10:30	a.m.,	12:30	and	5	p.m.Zanesville	St.	Nicholas	and	St.	Thomas	Aquinas	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.	(St.	Thomas	Aquinas);	Easter,	7:45	and	11	a.m.	(St.
Thomas	Aquinas),	8:15	and	10:45	a.m.	(St.	Nicholas)Zoar	Holy	Trinity	Easter	Vigil,	9	p.m.;	Easter,	10	a.m.	Move	to:	Previous	Day	|	Next	Day	March	30,	2024	(Readings	on	USCCB	website)	PROPERS	[Show]	Responsory	from	Morning	Prayer:	Our	Shepherd,	the	source	of	living	water,	has	departed.	At	his	passing	the	sun	was	darkened,	for	he	who	held
the	first	man	captive	is	now	taken	captive	himself.	Today	our	Saviour	has	shattered	the	bars	and	burst	the	gates	of	death.	He	has	torn	down	the	barricades	of	hell	and	overthrown	the	power	of	Satan.	Today	our	Saviour	has	shattered	the	bars	and	burst	the	gates	of	death.	Alleluia,	Psalm	118	Alleluia,	Alleluia,	Alleluia	Give	thanks	to	the	LORD,	for	he	is
good,	for	his	mercy	endures	forever.	Let	the	house	of	Israel	say,	His	mercy	endures	forever.	The	right	hand	of	the	LORD	has	struck	with	power;	the	right	hand	of	the	LORD	is	exalted.	I	shall	not	die,	but	live,	and	declare	the	works	of	the	LORD.	The	stone	which	the	builders	rejected	has	become	the	cornerstone.	By	the	LORD	this	has	been	done;	it	is
wonderful	in	our	eyes.	Blessing	of	Baptismal	Water,	response:	Springs	of	water,	bless	the	Lord;	praise	and	exalt	him	above	all	for	ever.	Antiphon	during	the	Sprinkling:	I	saw	water	flowing	from	the	Temple,	from	its	right-hand	side,	alleluia;	and	all	to	whom	this	water	came	were	saved	and	shall	say:	Alleluia,	alleluia.	Preface	I	of	Easter:	It	is	truly	right
and	just,	our	duty	and	our	salvation,	at	all	times	to	acclaim	you,	O	Lord,	but	on	this	night	above	all	to	laud	you	yet	more	gloriously,	when	Christ	our	Passover	has	been	sacrificed.	For	he	is	the	true	Lamb	who	has	taken	away	the	sins	of	the	world;	by	dying	he	has	destroyed	our	death,	and	by	rising,	restored	our	life.	Therefore,	overcome	with	paschal	joy,
every	land,	every	people	exults	in	your	praise	and	even	the	heavenly	Powers,	with	the	angelic	hosts,	sing	together	the	unending	hymn	of	your	glory,	as	they	acclaim:Communion	Antiphon,	1	Cor	5:7-8:	Christ	our	Passover	has	been	sacrificed;	therefore	let	us	keep	the	feast	with	the	unleavened	bread	of	purity	and	truth,	alleluia.	COLLECT	PRAYER
Easter	Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night,	Opening	Prayer:	Dear	brethren,	on	this	most	sacred	night	in	which	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	passed	over	from	death	to	life,	the	Church	calls	upon	her	sons	and	daughters,	scattered	throughout	the	world,	to	come	together	to	watch	and	pray.	If	we	keep	the	memorial	of	the	Lord's	paschal	solemnity	in	this	way,	listening	to	his
word	and	celebrating	his	mysteries,	then	we	shall	have	the	sure	hope	of	sharing	his	triumph	over	death	and	living	with	him	in	God.	Easter	Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night,	Collect:	O	God,	who	make	this	most	sacred	night	radiant	with	the	glory	of	the	Lord's	Resurrection,	stir	up	in	your	Church	a	spirit	of	adoption,	so	that,	renewed	in	body	and	mind,	we	may
render	you	undivided	service.	Through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	your	Son,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	show	show	show	show	show	Enjoy	our	Liturgical	Seasons	series	of	e-books!	On	Holy	Saturday,	the	Church	waits	at	the	Lord's	tomb,	in	prayer	and	fasting,	meditating	on	his	Passion	and	Death	and
on	his	Descent	into	Hell	and	awaiting	his	Resurrection.	The	Church	abstains	from	the	Sacrifice	of	the	Mass,	with	the	sacred	table	left	bare,	until	after	the	solemn	Vigil,	that	is,	the	anticipation	by	night	of	the	Resurrection,	when	the	time	comes	for	paschal	joys,	the	abundance	which	overflows	to	occupy	fifty	days.	Holy	Communion	may	only	be	given	on
this	day	as	Viaticum.	The	Roman	Missal,	Third	Typical	Edition	From	the	Easter	Vigil	Liturgy	of	Light:	May	the	light	of	Christ	rising	in	glory	dispel	the	darkness	of	our	hearts	and	minds.	From	the	Exsultet:	O	truly	necessary	sin	of	Adam,	destroyed	completely	by	the	Death	of	Christ!	O	happy	fault	that	earned	so	great,	so	glorious	a	Redeemer!	O	truly
blessed	night,	worthy	alone	to	know	the	time	and	hour	when	Christ	rose	from	the	underworld!	This	is	the	night	of	which	it	is	written:	The	night	shall	be	as	bright	as	day,	dazzling	is	the	night	for	me,	and	full	of	gladness.O	truly	blessed	Night,"	sings	the	Exsultet	of	the	Easter	Vigil,	which	alone	deserved	to	know	the	time	and	the	hour	when	Christ	rose
from	the	realm	of	the	dead!	(O	vere	beata	nox,	quae	sola	meruit	scire	tempus	et	horam,	in	qua	Christus	ab	inferis	resurrexit!)	But	no	one	was	an	eyewitness	to	Christs	Resurrection	and	no	evangelist	describes	it.	No	one	can	say	how	it	came	about	physically.	Still	less	was	its	innermost	essence,	his	passing	over	to	another	life,	perceptible	to	the	senses.
Although	the	Resurrection	was	an	historical	event	that	could	be	verified	by	the	sign	of	the	empty	tomb	and	by	the	reality	of	the	apostles	encounters	with	the	risen	Christ,	still	it	remains	at	the	very	heart	of	the	mystery	of	faith	as	something	that	transcends	and	surpasses	history.	This	is	why	the	risen	Christ	does	not	reveal	himself	to	the	world,	but	to
his	disciples	to	those	who	came	up	with	him	from	Galilee	to	Jerusalem,	who	are	now	his	witnesses	to	the	people	(Acts	13:31;	cf.	Jn	14:22).	(CCC	647).	Today's	Station	Church	>>>	Holy	Saturday	Holy	Saturday	(from	Sabbatum	Sanctum,	its	official	liturgical	name)	is	sacred	as	the	day	of	the	Lord's	rest;	it	has	been	called	the	"Second	Sabbath"	after
creation.	The	day	is	and	should	be	the	most	calm	and	quiet	day	of	the	entire	Church	year,	a	day	broken	by	no	liturgical	function.	Christ	lies	in	the	grave,	the	Church	sits	near	and	mourns.	After	the	great	battle	He	is	resting	in	peace,	but	upon	Him	we	see	the	scars	of	intense	suffering...The	mortal	wounds	on	His	Body	remain	visible...Jesus'	enemies	are
still	furious,	attempting	to	obliterate	the	very	memory	of	the	Lord	by	lies	and	slander.	Mary	and	the	disciples	are	grief-stricken,	while	the	Church	must	mournfully	admit	that	too	many	of	her	children	return	home	from	Calvary	cold	and	hard	of	heart.	When	Mother	Church	reflects	upon	all	of	this,	it	seems	as	if	the	wounds	of	her	dearly	Beloved	were
again	beginning	to	bleed.	According	to	tradition,	the	entire	body	of	the	Church	is	represented	in	Mary:	she	is	the	"credentium	collectio	universa"	(Congregation	for	Divine	Worship,	Lettera	circolare	sulla	preparazione	e	celebrazione	delle	feste	pasquali,	73).	Thus,	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary,	as	she	waits	near	the	Lord's	tomb,	as	she	is	represented	in
Christian	tradition,	is	an	icon	of	the	Virgin	Church	keeping	vigil	at	the	tomb	of	her	Spouse	while	awaiting	the	celebration	of	his	resurrection.	The	pious	exercise	of	the	Ora	di	Maria	is	inspired	by	this	intuition	of	the	relationship	between	the	Virgin	Mary	and	the	Church:	while	the	body	of	her	Son	lays	in	the	tomb	and	his	soul	has	descended	to	the	dead
to	announce	liberation	from	the	shadow	of	darkness	to	his	ancestors,	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary,	foreshadowing	and	representing	the	Church,	awaits,	in	faith,	the	victorious	triumph	of	her	Son	over	death.	Directory	on	Popular	Piety	and	the	Liturgy	Although	we	are	still	in	mourning,	there	is	much	preparation	during	this	day	to	prepare	for	Easter.	Out	of
the	kitchen	comes	the	smells	of	Easter	pastries	and	bread,	the	lamb	or	hams	and	of	course,	the	Easter	eggs.	There	are	no	liturgies	celebrated	until	the	Easter	Vigil.	Some	local	parish	priests	bless	the	food	baskets	on	this	day.	In	Slavic	countries	there	is	a	blessing	of	the	traditional	Easter	foods,	prepared	in	baskets:	eggs,	ham,	lamb	and	sausages,
butter	and	cheeses,	horseradish	and	salt	and	the	Easter	breads.	The	Easter	blessings	of	food	owe	their	origin	to	the	fact	that	these	particular	foods,	namely,	fleshmeat	and	milk	products,	including	eggs,	were	forbidden	in	the	Middle	Ages	during	the	Lenten	fast	and	abstinence.	When	the	feast	of	Easter	brought	the	rigorous	fast	to	an	end,	and	these
foods	were	again	allowed	at	table,	the	people	showed	their	joy	and	gratitude	by	first	taking	the	food	to	church	for	a	blessing.	Moreover,	they	hoped	that	the	Church's	blessing	on	such	edibles	would	prove	a	remedy	for	whatever	harmful	effects	the	body	might	have	suffered	from	the	long	period	of	self-denial.	Today	the	Easter	blessings	of	food	are	still
held	in	many	churches	in	the	United	States,	especially	in	Slavic	parishes.	If	there	is	no	blessing	for	the	Easter	foods	in	the	parish,	the	father	of	the	family	can	pray	the	Blessing	over	the	Easter	foods.	The	entire	celebration	of	the	Easter	Vigil	must	take	place	during	the	night,	so	that	it	begins	after	nightfall	and	ends	before	daybreak	on	the	Sunday.	See
further	details	on	the	Easter	Vigil	Liturgy.	Highlights	and	Things	to	Do:	Today	we	remember	Christ	in	the	tomb.	The	day	is	usually	spent	working	on	the	final	preparations	for	the	biggest	feast	of	the	Church	year.	The	list	of	suggested	activities	is	long,	but	highlights	are	decorating	Easter	eggs	and	attending	a	special	Easter	food	blessing.	For	families
with	smaller	children,	you	could	create	a	miniature	Easter	garden,	with	a	tomb.	The	figure	of	the	risen	Christ	will	be	placed	in	the	garden	on	Easter	morning.	Another	activity	for	families	is	creating	a	paschal	candle	to	use	at	home.	See	Family	in	Feast	and	Feria,	Jennifer	Gregory	Miller's	personal	blog	for	an	easy	Paschal	candle	graphic	to	use	to	make
a	candle	for	home.	The	Directory	on	Popular	Piety	discusses	some	of	the	various	devotions	related	to	Easter,	including	the	Blessing	of	the	Family	Table,	Annual	Blessing	of	Family	Home,	the	Via	Lucis	and	the	Visit	to	the	Mother	of	the	Risen	Christ.	Meditation	on	the	Easter	Vigil:	During	the	Easter	Vigil,	the	Church	awaits	its	"blessed	hope,	the
appearing	of	the	glory	of	our	great	God	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ,	who	gave	himself	for	us	to	redeem	us	from	all	iniquity	and	to	purify	himself	a	people	of	his	own	who	are	zealous	for	good	deeds"	[Titus	2.13-14].	The	Church's	waiting	is	both	historical	and	eschatological,	both	"then"	and	"future":	with	the	holy	women,	we	await	the	dawn	of	Resurrection
and	the	announcement	that	the	Lord	is	risen	indeed;	as	the	Church	today,	we	await	his	return	in	glory,	which	will	complete	the	drama	of	salvation	history	and	inaugurate	the	Wedding	Feast	of	the	Lamb	in	its	full	splendor.	The	readings	at	the	Easter	Vigil,	which	follow	the	lighting	of	the	paschal	candle	and	the	singing	of	the	Exultet,	make	present	in
word	and	imagination	the	crucial	moments	in	salvation	history:	Creation,	culminating	in	the	breath	of	life	being	given	to	man	and	woman,	images	of	the	Creator	in	themselves	and	in	their	communion;	the	testing	of	Abraham,	whose	obedience	made	him	our	"father	in	faith";	the	exodus	from	Egypt	and	the	liberation	of	the	chosen	people	from	slavery
and	its	death-dealing	habits;	Isaiah's	visions	of	a	world	made	aright	in	justice	and	peace,	a	world	of	bounty	freely	given	and	gratefully	received;	Baruch's	testimony	to	the	divine	wisdom	in	giving	humanity	the	law	that	liberates;	Ezekiel's	exilic	prophecy	of	a	people	of	God	cleaned	from	impurity,	whose	"heart	of	stone"	will	be	replaced	by	a	"heart	of
flesh."	After	these	readings,	best	proclaimed	with	the	lights	dimmed,	the	Church	anticipates	the	proclamation	of	the	Lord's	Resurrection	by	singing	the	Gloria,	during	which	bells	are	rung	and	the	church	fully	illuminated.	Now,	in	anticipation	of	the	baptismal	liturgy	that	will	shortly	follow,	the	Church	reads	Paul's	reminder	to	the	Romans	that	"all	of	us
who	have	been	baptized	into	Christ	Jesus	have	been	baptized	into	his	death."	This	dying	with	Christ	is	no	mere	recapitulation;	rather,	it	is	a	sacramental	living	out	of	what	the	Church	has	pondered	throughout	this	day	and	anticipates	in	its	Easter	celebration:	"We	were	buried	therefore	with	him	by	baptism	into	death,	so	that	as	Christ	was	raised	from
the	dead	by	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	might	walk	in	newness	of	life."	The	gospel	reading	at	the	Easter	Vigil	varies	according	to	the	three-year	Lectionary	cycle.	Each	of	these	Synoptic	gospel	selections	ends	on	a	note	of	surprise	and	puzzlement:	it	will	take	time	for	the	holy	women	and	the	remaining	eleven	disciples	to	understand	the	meaning	of
the	empty	tomb	and	the	angelic	message	there.	Read	today,	with	the	eyes	of	faith,	the	initial	incomprehension	of	those	closest	to	Jesus	is	a	reminder	that	every	disciple	must	grow	in	a	knowledge	of	the	Resurrection	and	in	an	appreciation	of	what	Easter	faith	truly	means.	Pope	Francis	stressed	this	note	of	surprise	in	his	first	Easter	Vigil	homily	as
Bishop	of	Rome,	noting	that,	as	it	was	with	the	apostles	and	the	holy	women,	"Newness	often	makes	us	fearful,	including	the	newness	which	God	brings	us,	the	newness	that	God	asks	of	us."	Easter	calls	us	beyond	such	fears,	though:	"Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	let	us	not	be	closed	to	the	newness	that	God	wants	to	bring	into	our	lives!	Are	we	often
weary,	disheartened,	and	sad?	Do	we	feel	weighed	down	by	our	sins?	Do	we	think	that	we	won't	be	able	to	cope?	Let	us	not	close	our	hearts,	let	us	not	lose	confidence,	let	us	never	give	up."	For	Easter	faith	teaches	us	that	"there	are	no	situations	which	God	cannot	change,	there	is	no	sin	which	he	cannot	forgive	if	only	we	open	ourselves	to	him."
George	Weigel,Roman	Pilgrimage:	The	Station	Churches	By	Vatican	News	After	being	hospitalized	for	38	days	and	starting	the	doctor	mandated	two-months	rest,	the	Holy	See	Press	Office	has	not	yet	confirmed	Pope	Francis	presence	at	any	of	the	Holy	Week	and	Easter	Octave	events.	The	improvement	of	the	Pope's	health	condition	will	need	to	be
assessed	in	the	coming	weeks	to	evaluate	his	potential	presence,	and	under	what	circumstances,	at	the	Holy	Week	rites,	the	statement	read.	With	that	in	mind,	the	calendar	for	Holy	Week	and	the	Octave	of	Easter	has	been	announced.	A	major	highlight	of	these	two	weeks	is	the	canonization	Mass	for	the	Italian	millenial	Blessed	Carlo	Acutis,	which
will	be	held	on	Divine	Mercy	Sunday	and	close	the	Jubilee	of	Adolescents	on	April	27.	A	fortnight	prior,	on	April	13	begins,	with	Mass	for	Palm	Sunday	being	celebrated	in	St.	Peters	Square	at	10am.	Towards	the	end	of	the	week,	on	Good	Friday,	the	Colosseum	will	once	again	host	the	Via	Crucis,	or	Stations	of	the	Cross,	beginning	at	9:15pm.	The
celebration	of	the	Lord's	Resurrection	will	begin	with	Solemn	Mass	of	the	Easter	Vigil,	which	will	be	held	in	St.	Peter's	Basilica	on	Holy	Saturday	at	7:30pm.	Please	find	the	full	calendar	below;	note	that	all	times	refer	to	local	Rome	time.	Palm	Sunday	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	13	April	Commemoration	of	the	Lord's	entrance	into	Jerusalem	and	Holy
Mass	St.	Peter's	Square10:00	AM	Holy	Thursday	17	April	Chrism	Mass	St.	Peter's	Basilica9:30	AM	Good	Friday	of	the	Lord's	Passion	18	April	Solemn	Liturgical	Celebration	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	St.	Peter's	Basilica5:00	PM	Via	Crucis	Colosseum9:15	PM	Holy	Saturday	-	Easter	Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night	of	Easter	19	April	Holy	Saturday	at	the	Easter
Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night	of	Easter	St.	Peter's	Basilica7:30	PM	Easter	Sunday	of	the	Resurrection	of	the	Lord	20	April	Mass	during	the	Day	and	the	"Urbi	et	Orbi"	Blessing	St.	Peter's	Square10:30	AM	Second	Sunday	of	Easter	or	Divine	Mercy	Sunday	27	April	Holy	Mass	and	canonization	of	Blessed	Carlo	Acutis	Jubilee	of	Adolescents	St.	Peter's
Square10:30	AM	If	there	is	ever	a	liturgy	that	looks	less	like	a	Sunday	Mass,	its	the	Easter	Vigil.	At	the	same	time,	such	a	perspective	is	misleading:	the	Easter	(or	Paschal)	Vigil	is	the	liturgy	of	the	Church	year.	It	is	the	most	important	Eucharistic	celebration	of	the	year.	Its	roots	reach	back	to	the	Apostolic	generation.	In	the	Churchs	earliest
centuries,	it	lasted	all	night	until	dawn.	In	fact,	in	the	earliest	Church,	there	were	no	separate	liturgies	during	the	day	on	Easter	Sunday.	The	Vigil	held	privilege	of	place.	This	overview	of	the	Vigil	is	divided	into	two	parts	because	the	Vigil	itself	is	long	and	complex.	The	chief	components	of	the	Paschal	Vigil	are	the	opening	Service	of	Light;	an
extended	Liturgy	of	the	Word;	the	blessing	of	water	followed	by	the	celebration	of	the	Christian	sacraments	of	initiation,	i.e.,	baptism	of	catechumens	and	their	confirmation	(as	well	as	Christian	converts	to	the	Church);	and	then	the	Liturgy	of	the	Eucharist.	A	preliminary	note:	The	vigil	must	begin	after	sunset.	The	Church	has	been	increasingly
emphatic	about	this	point:	vigils	are	nocturnal	watches	and	so	they	must	begin	after	dark.	They	are	not	extra-long	Saturday	night	Masses	and	should	not	be	scheduled	at	the	same	time	as	a	parishs	usual	Saturday	evening	Mass	for	Sunday.	In	the	United	States,	Easter	now	always	occurs	after	the	resumption	of	daylight	saving	time.	While	individual
dioceses	will	and	should	set	norms,	I	would	argue	that	in	2024	with	Easter	being	relatively	early	it	would	be	hard	to	justify	beginning	the	Vigil	before	7:45	p.m.	at	the	very	earliest	in	the	very	northern	tier	of	states	and	more	properly	toward	8:00	p.m.	or	afterward	as	one	moves	south.	When	Easter	falls	later	(and	it	can	occur	as	late	as	April	25),	the
Vigil	has	to	start	later	because	the	day	is	longer.	Priests:	Dont	just	look	up	last	years	schedule.	The	Service	of	Light	The	very	first	rite	of	the	Easter	Vigil	presupposes	darkness.	One	does	not	kindle	a	fire	in	daylight.	The	Easter	Vigil	begins	outside	the	church	with	the	kindling	of	the	Easter	fire.	The	church	itself	is	dark,	as	dark	as	that	night	when	Jesus
lay	in	the	tomb.	In	the	evening	chill	like	the	chill	of	the	tomb	a	light	is	kindled.	It	is	from	that	light	that	the	priest	will	light	the	Easter	or	Paschal	Candle,	which	he	will	bring	in	solemn	procession	into	the	darkened	church.	Ideally,	the	congregants	should	also	follow	behind	the	celebrant	in	procession:	this	is	Israel,	led	by	the	column	of	fire	from
Egyptian	slavery	to	freedom.	As	the	priest	enters	the	darkened	church	with	that	one	candle,	he	intones	on	three	separate	occasions,	Christ,	Our	Light!	to	which	we	respond,	Thanks	be	to	God.	This	night,	Christ	Our	Light	is	risen	from	the	dead,	dispelling	the	darkness	of	death	and	the	gloom	of	the	tomb.	It	is	from	that	one	Paschal	candle	that	the
ministers	distribute	the	fire	to	the	faithful,	each	having	received	his	own	small	candle.	As	the	Paschal	Candle	makes	its	way	to	the	altar,	the	progressive	illumination	of	the	church	from	darkness	to	light	by	candlelight	is	palpable:	Christ	Our	Light	has	put	aside	the	darkness.	In	the	sanctuary,	the	priest	affixes	various	markings	and	grains	of	incense	to
the	Paschal	Candle.	The	candle	is	a	reminder	of	time,	that	all	time	belongs	to	Christ.	The	Paschal	Candle	is	an	important	sacramental.	It	will	remain	near	the	altar	throughout	the	liturgical	year.	It	will	be	lit	during	Mass	in	the	Easter	Season,	i.e.,	through	Pentecost.	Thereafter,	it	will	be	lit	at	two	important	occasions.	It	is	always	lit	during	baptism,
because	we	are	baptized	into	Christs	Death	in	the	hope	of	resurrection	(Romans	6:3-6).	That	is	why	we	celebrate	baptism	at	the	Easter	Vigil.	The	Paschal	Candle	will	also	be	lit	at	Christian	funerals,	again,	because	our	baptism	is	in	the	hope	of	resurrection.	Once	the	Paschal	Candle	is	in	its	place	in	the	sanctuary,	the	priest	(or	deacon)	sings	the
Exsultet.	Its	structure	is	something	like	the	Preface	in	the	Mass.	The	Exsultet	is	an	ancient	hymn,	probably	from	the	400s.	It	captures	the	significance	and	meaning	of	Easter	while	reinforcing	an	awareness	of	the	transcendence	of	what	Christ	accomplished:	we	do	not	sing	that	was	the	night	that	Christ	broke	the	prison	bars	of	death	but	rather	this	is
the	night.	We	are	part	of	what	began	that	first	Easter	and	which	continues	now:	The	sanctifying	power	of	this	night	dispels	wickedness,	washes	faults	away,	restores	innocence	to	the	fallen	and	joy	to	mourners,	drives	out	hatred,	fosters	concord,	and	brings	down	the	mighty.	What	happened	that	first	Easter	is	not	just	some	past	and	finished	historical
event.	It	changed	and	continues	to	change	all	human	history	until	the	end	of	time,	one	soul	at	a	time.	And,	unless	it	happened	unless	Christ	rose	from	the	dead	as	St.	Paul	reminds	us	(1	Corinthians	15:12-28),	Christianity	is	a	fraud.	This	night	says	it	is	not.	The	lights	in	the	church	should	now	be	lit,	but	there	is	only	one	candle	burning:	the	Paschal
Candle.	Liturgy	of	the	Word	Unlike	the	typical	Sunday	Liturgy	of	the	Word,	the	Paschal	Vigil	envisions	up	to	nine	readings	and	requires	at	least	five.	Seven	of	the	readings	are	from	the	Old	Testament,	at	least	three	of	which	(and	specifically	Exodus	14,	the	account	of	the	passage	through	the	Red	Sea)	must	be	read.	One	reading	is	from	St.	Paul
(Romans	6),	which	makes	clear	how	essential	Easter	is.	The	final	reading	is	the	Easter	Gospel,	this	year	taken	from	Mark.	Like	the	First	Reading	on	Sundays	(usually	from	the	Old	Testament),	each	of	the	Old	Testament	readings	in	the	Easter	Vigil	has	a	responsorial	psalm.	Unlike	Sundays,	each	responsorial	psalm	concludes	with	a	prayer	by	the
celebrant.	The	Church	strongly	encourages	all	the	readings	to	be	proclaimed.	These	readings	all	prefigure	aspects	of	the	Resurrection.	The	first	reading	takes	us	back	to	the	beginning,	to	creation,	to	the	first	night	when	God	brought	everything	into	existence.	The	second	reading	takes	us	to	another	night,	the	prefiguring	of	Christs	sacrifice	in
Abrahams	readiness	to	offer	his	son,	Isaac.	The	third	reading	which	must	be	read	takes	us	to	the	night	when	Israel,	with	its	face	to	the	Red	Sea	and	its	back	to	pursuing	Pharoah,	passed	through	those	waters,	prefiguring	baptism.	The	fourth	reading,	Isaiah,	is	God	calling	estranged	man	back.	The	fifth,	also	from	Isaiah,	assures	Gods	promise	of	an
everlasting	covenant	accompanied	by	rich	fare.	The	sixth,	Baruch,	summons	man	back	to	the	Lords	Wisdom.	The	seventh,	from	Ezekiel,	is	the	promise	of	being	sprinkled	with	water	and	the	creation	of	a	new	heart	in	those	God	returns	from	exile,	including	the	spiritual	exile	of	sin.	As	my	professor,	Jesuit	Father	John	Baldovin,	once	put	it,	we	read	those
Old	Testament	texts	in	the	light	of	the	Paschal	Candle,	i.e.,	in	the	light	of	Christ.	Like	Christ	on	the	road	to	Emmaus,	the	Paschal	Candle	has	illumined	the	reading	of	the	Old	Testament.	The	Paschal	Candle	is	the	only	candle	burning	up	to	now.	But,	in	todays	Liturgy	of	the	Word,	there	is	a	profound	movement	from	the	Old	to	the	New	Testament.	In
contrast	to	the	order	at	a	typical	Mass,	at	the	Easter	Vigil	the	Gloria	makes	its	appearance	after	the	last	Old	Testament	text	is	read	and	we	prepare	to	read	the	New	Testament	(St.	Paul).	At	that	point,	the	celebrant	sings	the	Gloria	because,	announcing	the	Resurrection	of	Christ	that	destroyed	death	and	restored	life,	what	else	can	we	say	but	Glory	to
God	in	the	highest!	This	is	also	when	all	the	other	candles	on	the	altar	should	be	lit:	until	now,	only	the	Paschal	Candle	burns.	And,	at	that	moment,	the	bells	in	the	church	break	out	in	raucous	peals.	They	have	been	silent	since	before	Ash	Wednesday,	but	for	a	quick	expression	during	the	Gloria	on	Holy	Thursday	night.	Tonight,	as	we	move	to	the	New
Covenant,	the	New	Testament,	those	bells	now	proclaim	what	the	closing	lines	of	the	Easter	prefaces	will	say	throughout	the	next	50	days:	The	joy	of	the	Resurrection	renews	the	whole	world!	In	the	full	light	of	the	brightened	Church,	we	read	St.	Paul	and	then	the	Gospel.	Indicative	of	this	festive	night,	the	alleluia	verse	preceding	the	Gospel	is	sung
not	once	but	three	times.	Sacraments	of	Initiation	These	sacramental	rites	occur	normally	after	the	Gospel	and	homily,	as	they	sometimes	do	at	Sunday	Mass,	e.g.,	when	baptisms	in	a	parish	occur	during	Sunday	Mass	(which	is	where	they	should	take	place).	The	same	order	is	true	tonight.	The	first	sacrament	of	Easter	is	baptism,	because	baptism	is	a
participation	in	Jesus	death	in	the	hope	of	Resurrection.	Water	cleanses.	Water	also	can	kill.	Water	restores	and	revives.	All	those	meanings	come	into	play	tonight.	But	before	we	baptize,	we	need	water.	The	Easter	Vigil	includes	a	rite	for	the	blessing	of	holy	water.	That	prayer	is	very	rich,	tracing	the	place	of	water	in	the	history	of	salvation:	from	the
primordial	chaos	at	the	beginning	of	the	world	when	the	Spirit	hovered	over	the	waters,	to	Noah	and	the	flood	that	came	because	mans	evil	was	so	great,	to	Israels	passage	through	the	Red	Sea	to	freedom	from	slavery,	to	the	water	that	flowed	from	the	rock	to	sustain	Israel,	to	Ezekiels	(Reading	7)	promise	of	God	sprinkling	clean	water	on	man,	to
Johns	baptizing	(including	of	Jesus)	in	Jordan,	to	the	water	that	flowed	from	Christs	side	on	the	cross	After	the	blessing	of	the	water	comes	baptism.	This	is	the	night	that	catechumens	those	who	have	been	preparing	for	baptism	have	been	waiting	for.	Tonight,	the	Church	grows.	Tonight,	these	catechumens	become	Christians.	Any	Christians	who	are
converting	to	Catholicism,	i.e.,	those	who	have	already	been	baptized,	are	then	also	received	into	the	Church.	And	all	these	new	Catholics	are	confirmed.	All	that	will	remain	is	their	first	Communion	this	night.	But	baptism	is	neither	a	spectator	sport	nor	magic.	We	are	not	just	watching	those	about	to	be	baptized,	but	we	will	now	share	a	faith	and	a
membership	in	the	Body	of	Christ	with	them.	And	since	baptism	is	a	sacrament,	these	adults	must	declare	their	commitment	to	receive	it.	They	are	first	asked	to	declare	their	baptismal	vows	and	we,	who	are	baptized,	are	likewise	called	to	join	with	them	in	renewing	ours.	Our	baptismal	vows	have	two	aspects,	like	two	sides	of	a	coin:	we	are	called
upon	first	to	turn	from	what	separates	us	from	God	(the	devil,	evil	and	its	attractiveness)	and	then	to	turn	to	God	in	faith	(professing	faith	in	the	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit).	Even	if	a	parish	has	no	catechumens	(which	should	make	it	ask	itself,	why	not?),	there	will	be	a	renewal	of	baptismal	vows	by	all	participating	in	the	Easter	Vigil.	The	Easter	Vigil
always	has	at	least	that	nexus	to	baptism.	Liturgy	of	the	Eucharist	Now,	we	finally	reach	the	Liturgy	of	the	Eucharist	as	it	exists	in	every	Mass.	Theres	no	need	to	dismiss	the	catechumens	because	the	catechumens	are	now	neophytes,	newly-baptized	Christians.	The	Easter	Vigil	at	this	point	picks	up	at	what	we	recognize	as	the	offertory	of	the	Mass,
followed	by	the	Eucharistic	Prayer	and	the	Communion	Rite.	Compared	to	the	other	parts	of	the	Easter	Vigil,	its	Liturgy	of	the	Eucharist	is	most	similar	to	Mass	as	Catholics	typically	experience	it.	There	are,	of	course,	proper	prayers	(e.g.,	for	the	Prayer	over	the	Gifts,	the	Preface	and	the	Postcommunion)	but	that	is	not	fundamentally	different	from
other	solemnities.	If	the	celebrant	uses	the	First	Eucharistic	Prayer	(the	Roman	Canon)	there	are	some	Easter-specific	phrases	added	to	it.	At	Communion,	the	first	to	be	communicated	are	the	newly	baptized	and	those	received	into	the	Church.	Concluding	Rite	There	will	be	a	blessing	and	dismissal	today	because	this	has	been	the	Great	Liturgy	in
which	the	whole	Paschal	Triduum	culminates.	In	fact,	in	the	ancient	Church,	when	the	Vigil	tended	to	end	at	dawn,	there	were	no	other	Masses	on	Easter	Sunday.	So,	on	this	greatest	of	feasts,	there	is	a	special,	three-part	prayer	over	the	people	and	blessing.	The	dismissal,	too,	is	solemn:	The	Mass	is	ended,	go	in	peace,	alleluia,	alleluia,	alleluia	to
which	the	congregation	gives	its	usual	response	but	also	with	the	triple	alleluia	attached.	With	the	end	of	the	Paschal	Vigil,	the	Paschal	fast	has	also	ended.	The	Lord	has	fed	his	people	with	rich	fare.	(As	this	liturgy	also	concludes	the	Paschal	fast,	I	reiterate	Gabe	Hucks	suggestion	of	the	value	of	a	communal	parish	break-fast	after	the	liturgy).	By
Vatican	News	After	being	hospitalized	for	38	days	and	starting	the	doctor	mandated	two-months	rest,	the	Holy	See	Press	Office	has	not	yet	confirmed	Pope	Francis	presence	at	any	of	the	Holy	Week	and	Easter	Octave	events.	The	improvement	of	the	Pope's	health	condition	will	need	to	be	assessed	in	the	coming	weeks	to	evaluate	his	potential
presence,	and	under	what	circumstances,	at	the	Holy	Week	rites,	the	statement	read.	With	that	in	mind,	the	calendar	for	Holy	Week	and	the	Octave	of	Easter	has	been	announced.	A	major	highlight	of	these	two	weeks	is	the	canonization	Mass	for	the	Italian	millenial	Blessed	Carlo	Acutis,	which	will	be	held	on	Divine	Mercy	Sunday	and	close	the
Jubilee	of	Adolescents	on	April	27.	A	fortnight	prior,	on	April	13	begins,	with	Mass	for	Palm	Sunday	being	celebrated	in	St.	Peters	Square	at	10am.	Towards	the	end	of	the	week,	on	Good	Friday,	the	Colosseum	will	once	again	host	the	Via	Crucis,	or	Stations	of	the	Cross,	beginning	at	9:15pm.	The	celebration	of	the	Lord's	Resurrection	will	begin	with
Solemn	Mass	of	the	Easter	Vigil,	which	will	be	held	in	St.	Peter's	Basilica	on	Holy	Saturday	at	7:30pm.	Please	find	the	full	calendar	below;	note	that	all	times	refer	to	local	Rome	time.	Palm	Sunday	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	13	April	Commemoration	of	the	Lord's	entrance	into	Jerusalem	and	Holy	Mass	St.	Peter's	Square10:00	AM	Holy	Thursday	17
April	Chrism	Mass	St.	Peter's	Basilica9:30	AM	Good	Friday	of	the	Lord's	Passion	18	April	Solemn	Liturgical	Celebration	of	the	Passion	of	the	Lord	St.	Peter's	Basilica5:00	PM	Via	Crucis	Colosseum9:15	PM	Holy	Saturday	-	Easter	Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night	of	Easter	19	April	Holy	Saturday	at	the	Easter	Vigil	in	the	Holy	Night	of	Easter	St.	Peter's
Basilica7:30	PM	Easter	Sunday	of	the	Resurrection	of	the	Lord	20	April	Mass	during	the	Day	and	the	"Urbi	et	Orbi"	Blessing	St.	Peter's	Square10:30	AM	Second	Sunday	of	Easter	or	Divine	Mercy	Sunday	27	April	Holy	Mass	and	canonization	of	Blessed	Carlo	Acutis	Jubilee	of	Adolescents	St.	Peter's	Square10:30	AM	I	see	that	some	churches	have	vigil
services	at	5pm.	Other	churches	have	vigil	services	at	4pm.	What	is	the	earliest	time	that	a	church	can	have	vigil	services	(Eve	before	the	Holy	Day)?	If	a	vigil	mass	is	too	early,	would	that	mean	that	the	Sunday	obligation	is	not	satisfied?Thank	you	in	advance	for	the	responses.	The	earliest	it	can	be	is	at	4	PM.	Anything	earlier	would	not	fulfill	the
obligation.	The	standard	time	is	4pm,	but	it	depends	in	part	on	the	jurisdiction.	Some	dioceses	allow	a	Saturday	vigil	Mass	to	be	done	earlier	than	the	standard	4pm.	IIRC,	Las	Vegas	is	one	such,	and	there	may	be	others.	In	some	cases	its	allowed	on	a	regular	basis	but	in	others	an	ad-hoc	basis	for	a	particular	occasion.	If	theres	any	question,	a	quick
call	to	the	rectory	or	the	Chancery	should	give	the	specific	answer.	Thank	you	for	the	responses.	A	neighboring	diocese	has	the	Cathedrals	Mass,	with	choir,	at	2:30	PM	on	Saturday	that	is	a	vigil	Mass.	I	see	that	some	churches	have	vigil	services	at	5pm.	Other	churches	have	vigil	services	at	4pm.	What	is	the	earliest	time	that	a	church	can	have	vigil
services	(Eve	before	the	Holy	Day)?	If	a	vigil	mass	is	too	early,	would	that	mean	that	the	Sunday	obligation	is	not	satisfied?Thank	you	in	advance	for	the	responses.	Canon	Law	says	vespere	which	is	4:00	PM	on	a	modern	clock.	Vespere	is	the	Latin	for	evening.	Vigil	means	to	stay	awake	at	night	(think	"the	shepherds	kept	vigil).	Can.	1248	1.	A	person
who	assists	at	a	Mass	celebrated	anywhere	in	a	Catholic	rite	either	on	the	feast	day	itself	or	in	the	evening	of	the	preceding	day	satisfies	the	obligation	of	participating	in	the	Mass.	Can.	1248	1.	Praecepto	de	Missa	participanda	satisfacit	qui	Missae	assistit	ubicumque	celebratur	ritu	catholico	vel	ipso	die	festo	vel	vespere	diei	praecedentis.A	vigil,
properly	speaking	is	in	the	night.	If	its	before	sunset,	then	its	not	actually	a	vigil	(although	that	word	is	often	used	in	English),	but	as	long	as	its	after	4:00	it	is	an	evening	Mass,	and	it	fulfills	the	obligation	for	the	next	day.	Check	with	your	local	diocese.	I	believe	the	bishop	sets	the	time	cut	off.In	any	case,	they	can	tell	you	with	certainty.	I	have	seen	in
two	different	diocese	in	Florida	that	churches	had	a	3:30	Saturday	Mass	(Both	places	had	a	late	one	about	7	as	well.	Though	in	one	of	the	churches	there	was	only	one	Satuday	evening	Mass	in	the	summer.	Here	it	seems	the	earliest	I	see	is	4:30.	This	is	something	I	would	trust	the	local	church	in.	(If	it	is	a	case	if	a	wedding	Mass	counts	then	I	would
ask	the	diocese)	I	remember	of	one	place	where	a	vigil	mass	at	3:30	pm	was	justified	on	the	grounds	that	the	consecration	took	place	after	4	pm.	I	rather	doubted	it	myself,	and	the	practice	died	rather	quickly.I	have	also	seen	the	claim	that	the	Easter	Vigil	mass	must	begin	after	sundown,	but	do	not	know	an	official	basis	for	that.	What	is	the	earliest
time	that	a	church	can	have	vigil	services	(Eve	before	the	Holy	Day)?	If	a	vigil	mass	is	too	early,	would	that	mean	that	the	Sunday	obligation	is	not	satisfied?Thank	you	in	advance	for	the	responses.	This	terminology	can	get	confusing.	For	example,	Christmas	Eve	is	considered	the	entire	day	by	many.	And	Easter	vigil	used	to	have	its	own	rite	distinct
from	the	Easter	Mass.	I	believe	Fr.	David	nailed	it	by	citing	the	Latin	vespere	which	I	believe	more	reflects	the	Litany	of	the	Hours	and	by	not	using	evening	which	could	mean	almost	anything	in	the	English.	Id	imagine	5PM.	Heres	why:	99%	of	weddings,	especially	Catholic	weddings,	take	place	on	a	Saturday	afternoon.	It	gives	the	church	staff,
especially	if	theres	been	a	full	Nuptial	Mass,	to	clean	up	and	set	up	the	church	for	the	next	Mass.	I	have	also	seen	the	claim	that	the	Easter	Vigil	mass	must	begin	after	sundown,	but	do	not	know	an	official	basis	for	that.	The	particular	rubrics	of	the	original	(1970)	edition	of	the	Novus	Ordo	specify	nocte	and	I	presume	that	has	carried	over	to	the
subsequent	editions.	FrDavid?	The	particular	rubrics	of	the	original	(1970)	edition	of	the	Novus	Ordo	specify	nocte	and	I	presume	that	has	carried	over	to	the	subsequent	editions.	FrDavid?	1988s	Paschale	Solemnitatis	is	clear	on	this	point	The	entire	celebration	of	the	Easter	Vigil	takes	place	at	night.	It	should	not	begin	before	nightfall;	it	should	end
before	daybreak	on	Sunday.[82]	This	rule	is	to	be	taken	according	to	its	strictest	sense.	Reprehensible	are	those	abuses	and	practices	which	have	crept	into	many	places	in	violation	of	this	ruling,	whereby	the	Easter	Vigil	is	celebrated	at	the	time	of	day	that	it	is	customary	to	celebrate	anticipated	Sunday	Masses.	Those	reasons	which	have	been
advanced	in	some	quarters	for	the	anticipation	of	the	Easter	Vigil,	such	as	lack	of	public	order,	are	not	put	forward	in	connection	with	Christmas	night,	nor	other	gatherings	of	various	kinds.	The	Passover	Vigil,	in	which	the	Hebrews	kept	watch	for	the	Lords	passover	which	was	to	free	them	from	slavery	to	Pharaoh,	is	an	annual	commemoration.	It
prefigured	the	true	Pasch	of	Christ	that	was	to	come,	the	night	that	is	of	true	liberation,	in	which	destroying	the	bonds	of	death,	Christ	rose	as	victor	from	the	depths.	From	the	very	outset	the	Church	has	celebrated	that	annual	Pasch,	which	is	the	solemnity	of	solemnities,	above	all	by	means	of	a	night	vigil.	For	the	resurrection	of	Christ	is	the
foundation	of	our	faith	and	hope,	and	through	Baptism	and	Confirmation	we	are	inserted	into	the	Paschal	Mystery	of	Christ,	dying,	buried,	and	raised	with	him,	and	with	him	we	shall	also	reign.	The	full	meaning	of	Vigil	is	a	waiting	for	the	coming	of	the	Lord.	The	particular	rubrics	of	the	original	(1970)	edition	of	the	Novus	Ordo	specify	nocte	and	I
presume	that	has	carried	over	to	the	subsequent	editions.	FrDavid?	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	absolutely	must	begin	after	sunset.	Phemie	just	quoted	the	law	on	this.	When	Rome	uses	the	term	Reprehensible	are	those	abuses	it	should	be	clear	that	such	is	not	to	be	done.	Before	(about)	1970	it	was	common	for	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass	to	begin	in	the	morning
of	Holy	Saturday,	because	by	canon	law,	all	Masses	had	to	begin	before	Noon.	That	caused	a	serious	disconnect,	to	say	the	least.	It	just	made	no	sense	celebrating	an	event	that	happened	in	the	middle	of	the	night,	but	doing	so	in	the	morning	hours.	Thankfully	that	was	corrected.	In	some	places	(and	I	know	it	happened,	and	still	does	in	the	US)	some
parishes	unfortunately	begin	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass	too	early.	Every	year	since	I	became	a	priest,	around	Ash	Wednesday,	we	get	a	circular	letter	from	the	bishop	telling	us	in	no	uncertain	terms	that	the	Easter	Vigil	must	begin	after	sunset.	The	fact	that	we	keep	getting	it	is	a	good	indication	that	some	pastors	still	dont	get	it.	Its	frustrating.Anyway,	we
have	a	habit	of	calling	the	Saturday	evening	Mass	a	Vigil	Mass.	Thats	not	always	correct.	A	vigil,	by	definition,	must	be	done	during	the	night.	That	is	what	the	word	means,	after	all.	Theres	nothing	wrong	with	a	5	PM	Saturday	Mass	as	the	Mass	of	Sunday;	in	fact,	its	one	of	my	pet	peeves	to	post	in	support	it.	Yet,	if	its	before	sunset,	it	doesnt	meet	the
definition	of	a	vigil	Mass,	although	it	does	fulfill	the	Sunday	obligation.	Anyway,	thats	just	the	definition	of	the	word.	Its	not	a	topic	I	choose	to	make	an	issue;	just	clarifying	the	definition,	since	thats	the	topic	here.	The	actual	time	seems	to	vary	by	jurisdiction.	The	Canon	Law:	Letter	&	Spirit,	Canon	Law	Society	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	1995
has:What	is	the	evening	of	the	previous	day?	Despite	the	view	of	some	commentators	that	this	should	be	interpreted	as	beginning	only	at	1400	hours	(2	PM)	on	that	day,	it	is	the	firm	view	of	this	commentary	that	the	evening	of	the	previous	day	begins	at	midday	(12	noon)	on	that	day	itself.	In	some	dioceses	there	is	a	local	regulation	to	the	effect	that
the	so-called	vigil	or	anticipated	Mass	may	not	be	celebrated	before,	say	5	or	6	PMThose	regulations	do	not	in	any	way	concern	the	time	prescribed	for	fulfilling	the	obligation	to	assist	at	Mass:	thus	e.g.	if	in	such	a	diocese	a	person	were	to	attend	a	nuptial	Mass	in	the	early	afternoon	on	Saturday,	that	person	would	have	fulfilled	the	obligation	of	this
canon	[1248]	1988s	Paschale	Solemnitatis	is	clear	on	this	point	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	absolutely	must	begin	after	sunset.	Phemie	just	quoted	the	law	on	this.	When	Rome	uses	the	term	Reprehensible	are	those	abuses	it	should	be	clear	that	such	is	not	to	be	done.	Thank	you	for	the	confirmation.	Before	(about)	1970	it	was	common	for	the	Easter	Vigil
Mass	to	begin	in	the	morning	of	Holy	Saturday,	because	by	canon	law,	all	Masses	had	to	begin	before	Noon.	That	caused	a	serious	disconnect,	to	say	the	least.	It	just	made	no	sense	celebrating	an	event	that	happened	in	the	middle	of	the	night,	but	doing	so	in	the	morning	hours.	Thankfully	that	was	corrected.	Actually,	the	morning	Vigil	was	before	so-
called	reforms	of	1955,	when	the	Roman	Holy	Week	rites	were	severely	altered.	That	was	clearly	an	error	that	needed	to	be	corrected,	and	to	my	mind,	the	adjustment	in	timing	for	the	rites	of	Holy	Thursday	and	the	Easter	Vigil	are	just	about	the	only	positive	thing	to	have	come	from	that.	IIRC,	while	those	reforms	didnt	absolutely	require	that	the



Easter	Vigil	begin	in	nocte	(i.e,	after	dark),	it	was	required	that	it	not	be	done	before	vespere	and	in	my	experience,	parishes	routinely	did	it	stating	between	5pm	and	7pm.	The	Easter	Vigil	Mass	absolutely	must	begin	after	sunset.	Phemie	just	quoted	the	law	on	this.	When	Rome	uses	the	term	Reprehensible	are	those	abuses	it	should	be	clear	that
such	is	not	to	be	done.Before	(about)	1970	it	was	common	for	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass	to	begin	in	the	morning	of	Holy	Saturday,	because	by	canon	law,	all	Masses	had	to	begin	before	Noon.	That	caused	a	serious	disconnect,	to	say	the	least.	It	just	made	no	sense	celebrating	an	event	that	happened	in	the	middle	of	the	night,	but	doing	so	in	the	morning
hours.	Thankfully	that	was	corrected.	The	rule	about	Masses	beginning	before	noon	changed	in	1953	(although	indults	to	allow	later	Masses	had	been	granted	during	the	war).	It	was	at	that	time	that	Evening	Masses	begin	to	be	celebrated,	in	limited	situations.	By	the	time	I	started	school	in	1959,	evening	Mass	was	common.	My	classmates	and	I
received	our	First	Communion	at	an	evening	Mass	in	1960	and	were	confirmed	at	one	in	1961.While	my	mother	recalled	Lent	ending	after	the	morning	Mass	on	Holy	Saturday,	that	had	changed	by	the	time	I	was	born	in	1953.	The	Easter	Vigil	was	revised	in	1951	and	my	twin	cousins	were	baptized	in	a	nighttime	Vigil	in	1953,	the	first	time	there	had
been	Baptism	at	the	Vigil	in	our	parish.	Its	been	pointed	out	before	on	these	boards	that	the	weekly	Saturday	evening	Mass	is	not	a	Vigil	Mass,	of	which	there	are	only	7	during	the	year.	Vigil	Masses	are	not	Masses	of	the	Feast,	they	are	Masses	of	the	Feasts	Eve	and	they	have	their	own	readings	and	collects.Those	Feasts	with	Vigils	are	Christmas,
Epiphany	(new	to	the	2002	Missal),	Easter,	Ascension,	Pentecost,	Nativity	of	St.	John	the	Baptist,	Ss.	Peter	&	Paul.	Before	(about)	1970	it	was	common	for	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass	to	begin	in	the	morning	of	Holy	Saturday,	because	by	canon	law,	all	Masses	had	to	begin	before	Noon.	That	caused	a	serious	disconnect,	to	say	the	least.	It	just	made	no	sense
celebrating	an	event	that	happened	in	the	middle	of	the	night,	but	doing	so	in	the	morning	hours.	Thankfully	that	was	corrected.	e	topic	here.	Actually,	Father,	it	was	in	1955	when	the	proper	times	were	restored	for	the	Triduum	celebrations,	the	Easter	Vigil	included.	This	was	a	major	part	of	Ven.	Pius	XIIs	restored	Holy	Week	rites.	The	earliest	time	a
Vigil	Mass	can	begin	is	at	whatever	time	the	pastor	wishes	to	schedule	it.The	on	the	ground	reality	is	that	definitions,	past	practices	etc.	mean	nothing.Our	local	Vigil	Mass	begins	at	3:30	and	dusk	did	not	occur	here	until	after	7:30,	more	than	four	hours	after	Mass	began.It	is	what	it	is.	Page	2	I	must	clarify	that	the	neighboring	diocese	that	has	the
2:30	PM	Saturday	afternoon	Mass	labels	it	at	meets	Sunday	obligation,	not	as	a	vigil	Mass.	The	earliest	time	a	Vigil	Mass	can	begin	is	at	whatever	time	the	pastor	wishes	to	schedule	it.The	on	the	ground	reality	is	that	definitions,	past	practices	etc.	mean	nothing.Our	local	Vigil	Mass	begins	at	3:30	and	dusk	did	not	occur	here	until	after	7:30,	more
than	four	hours	after	Mass	began.It	is	what	it	is.	Only	the	Easter	Vigil	has	to	start	at	night.Saturday	evening	Masses	are	supposed	to	not	start	until	4	p.m.	based	on	the	definition	of	evening	Mass	in	the	1953	document	Christus	Dominus	which	allowed	such	Masses	in	the	first	place	and	forbid	their	celebration	before	4	p.m.	The	actual	time	seems	to
vary	by	jurisdiction.	The	Canon	Law:	Letter	&	Spirit,	Canon	Law	Society	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	1995	has:What	is	the	evening	of	the	previous	day?	Despite	the	view	of	some	commentators	that	this	should	be	interpreted	as	beginning	only	at	1400	hours	(2	PM)	on	that	day,	it	is	the	firm	view	of	this	commentary	that	the	evening	of	the	previous	day
begins	at	midday	(12	noon)	on	that	day	itself.	In	some	dioceses	there	is	a	local	regulation	to	the	effect	that	the	so-called	vigil	or	anticipated	Mass	may	not	be	celebrated	before,	say	5	or	6	PMThose	regulations	do	not	in	any	way	concern	the	time	prescribed	for	fulfilling	the	obligation	to	assist	at	Mass:	thus	e.g.	if	in	such	a	diocese	a	person	were	to
attend	a	nuptial	Mass	in	the	early	afternoon	on	Saturday,	that	person	would	have	fulfilled	the	obligation	of	this	canon	[1248]	The	author	is	changing	the	plain	meaning	of	the	words	of	the	canon.	The	canon	says	evening	but	the	author	says	early	afternoon.	Evening	doesnt	begin	at	mid-day.	If	the	canon	read	mid-day	the	author	would	have	a	valid	point.
It	does	not.	We	cannot	go	through	canon	law	with	a	pen,	cross	out	one	word	and	write	in	something	else.	And	lets	remember	that	those	words	are	nothing	more	than	the	authors	personal	interpretation.	The	text	has	no	force	of	law.I	did	read	the	article	years	ago.	The	author	completely	changes	the	plain	meaning	of	the	canon.	The	canon	doesnt	read
mid-day	(for	that	matter,	it	doesnt	say	evening	either)	it	says	vespere	which	is	Latin	for	4	PM.	Yes,	and	its	vespere	not	post	meridiem	or	anything	else	in	Canon	Law	(as	far	as	the	obligation	is	concerned.)Or	in	the	case	of	official	vigils,	nocte.	(I	believe).	As	far	as	the	proper	vigils	like	Pentecost	and	Christmas,	the	rubrics	say	that	they	can	be	used	on
the	day	before,	without	a	requirement	to	wait	until	night;	in	fact,	they	can	be	used	either	before	or	after	Evening	Prayer	1.	The	Mass	text	can	be	used,	but	my	opinion	is	that	we	shouldnt	use	the	word	vigil	unless	the	Mass	itself	is	indeed	in	the	night.	Actually,	Father,	it	was	in	1955	when	the	proper	times	were	restored	for	the	Triduum	celebrations,	the
Easter	Vigil	included.	This	was	a	major	part	of	Ven.	Pius	XIIs	restored	Holy	Week	rites.	Right.	Thanks.	I	typed	too	quickly,	thinking	of	the	new	changes	to	the	calendar	(ok,	new	as	in	40	years	old	)	The	author	is	changing	the	plain	meaning	of	the	words	of	the	canon.	The	canon	says	evening	but	the	author	says	early	afternoon.	Evening	doesnt	begin	at
mid-day.	If	the	canon	read	mid-day	the	author	would	have	a	valid	point.	It	does	not.	We	cannot	go	through	canon	law	with	a	pen,	cross	out	one	word	and	write	in	something	else.	And	lets	remember	that	those	words	are	nothing	more	than	the	authors	personal	interpretation.	The	text	has	no	force	of	law.I	did	read	the	article	years	ago.	The	author
completely	changes	the	plain	meaning	of	the	canon.	The	canon	doesnt	read	mid-day	(for	that	matter,	it	doesnt	say	evening	either)	it	says	vespere	which	is	Latin	for	4	PM.	SinceThe	New	commentary	on	the	Code	of	Canon	Law	by	John	P.	Beal,	James	A.	Coriden,	and	Thomas	J.	GreenandThe	Canon	Law:	Letter	&	Spirit	(1995,	Sheehy,	Morrisey,	Canon
Law	Society	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	Canadian	Canon	Law	Society)are	both	respected	commentaries	on	Canon	Law,	and	they	do	not	agree,	tolerance	may	be	the	answer.Following	are	translations	on	the	Vatican	website.	Notice	that	the	German	translation	uses	Vorabend	(Eve),	rather	than	der	Nachmittag	(afternoon)	or	der	Abend	(evening),
which	seems	to	be	the	figurative	use	which	is	broader.	SinceThe	New	commentary	on	the	Code	of	Canon	Law	by	John	P.	Beal,	James	A.	Coriden,	and	Thomas	J.	GreenandThe	Canon	Law:	Letter	&	Spirit	(1995,	Sheehy,	Morrisey,	Canon	Law	Society	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	Canadian	Canon	Law	Society)are	both	respected	commentaries	on	Canon
Law,	and	they	do	not	agree,	tolerance	may	be	the	answer.Following	are	translations	on	the	Vatican	website.	Notice	that	the	German	translation	uses	Vorabend	(Eve),	rather	than	der	Nachmittag	(afternoon)	or	der	Abend	(evening),	which	seems	to	be	the	figurative	use	which	is	broader.	Yes,	but	I	think	it	was	Br	JR	who	pointed	out	that	Rome	doesnt
operate	under	English	Law	(or	German	Law)	for	that	matter,	regardless	of	their	translations.	I	think	we	make	the	mistake	of	thinking	otherwise.	The	CIty	of	Fairbanks	(seat	of	the	Diocese	of	Fairbanks)	wont	have	sunset	until	21:45hrs	on	Easter	(19	April)	2014	but	at	Christmas	it	will	be	14:42hrs	24	Dec	2014	And	Barrow	(in	the	same	diocese)	will
have	no	sunrise	for	Christmas	day	(nor	until	Jan.	23	2015)	and	easter	will	have	sunset	at	23:08hrs.In	some	places,	you	have	to	simply	give	an	administrative	decision	to	have	anything	resembling	common	sense.	In	Alaska,	last	I	heard,	the	three	Roman	dioceses	used	17:00hrs	as	the	earliest	start	for	anticipated	masses	and	21:00	as	the	earliest	for	use
of	the	formal	vigil	masses.	The	local	roman	parish	has	typically	had	an	20:00hrs	anticipated	mass,	a	23:00	vigil	mass	(and	parking	issues),	an	0800hrs	and	1100hrs	masses	on	the	holy	day	for	both	easter	and	christmas	Yes,	but	I	think	it	was	Br	JR	who	pointed	out	that	Rome	doesnt	operate	under	English	Law	(or	German	Law)	for	that	matter,
regardless	of	their	translations.	I	think	we	make	the	mistake	of	thinking	otherwise.	Yes,	lots	of	dispensations	are	given.	Legionary	of	Christ	Father	Edward	McNamara,	professor	of	liturgy	and	dean	of	theology	at	the	Regina	Apostolorum	university,	notes	the	evening	requirement	in	passing	in	his	answer	to	a	question	regarding	attendance	at	the
Orthodox	liturgy.**Sunday	Precept	and	the	Orthodox	Divine	Liturgy	**	A	Latin	Rite	Catholic	may	fulfill	the	precept	by	attending	any	Catholic	Mass	from	Saturday	evening	through	all	day	Sunday.Many,	but	not	all,	canonists	state	that	Saturday	evening	means	after	4	p.m.;	others	say	after	12	noon.	In	some	dioceses	the	bishop	has	determined	the	hour
by	decree,	and	this	is	a	legitimate	exercise	of	his	authority	in	an	area	that	has	not	been	determined	by	the	Holy	See.The	Latin	Catholic	fulfills	the	Sunday	precept	even	if	the	liturgy	celebrated	was	not	that	of	the	corresponding	Sunday,	for	example,	if	he	attended	a	wedding,	funeral	or	even	an	evening	Saturday	Mass	in	a	religious	community	which
habitually	celebrated	its	daily	Mass	in	the	evening	SinceThe	New	commentary	on	the	Code	of	Canon	Law	by	John	P.	Beal,	James	A.	Coriden,	and	Thomas	J.	GreenandThe	Canon	Law:	Letter	&	Spirit	(1995,	Sheehy,	Morrisey,	Canon	Law	Society	of	Great	Britain	and	Ireland,	Canadian	Canon	Law	Society)are	both	respected	commentaries	on	Canon	Law,
and	they	do	not	agree,	tolerance	may	be	the	answer.Following	are	translations	on	the	Vatican	website.	Notice	that	the	German	translation	uses	Vorabend	(Eve),	rather	than	der	Nachmittag	(afternoon)	or	der	Abend	(evening),	which	seems	to	be	the	figurative	use	which	is	broader.	The	vernacular	translations	can	be	a	useful	tool,	but	they	have	no	force
of	law.	Only	the	Code	in	Latin	is	what	really	matters.	Regardless	of	how	vespere	might	be	rendered	into	a	vernacular,	the	only	definition	that	counts	is	the	Latin	definition.	Now,	what	we	have	to	acknowledge	is	the	fact	that	the	Roman	method	of	calculating	hours	was	different	from	our	own.	While	we	have	fixed	hours	of	60	minutes,	they	divided	the
day	into	12	equal	night	hours	and	12	equal	day	hours.	I	think	what	we	truly	need	here	is	clarification	from	the	Holy	See	on	just	what	the	law	means.	I	respect	the	authority	of	the	local	ordinary	to	interpret	and	apply	the	law;	yet	I	very	much	think	that	we	need	some	definitive	clarification	so	that	we	have	consistency	throughout	the	world.	It	just	doesnt
make	sense	that	a	person	who	lives	near	a	diocese	line	might	go	to	Mass	in	one	parish	and	fulfill	the	obligation,	but	go	to	another	parish	and	not-fulfill	it.We	need	clarity.	I	think	what	we	truly	need	here	is	clarification	from	the	Holy	See	on	just	what	the	law	means.	I	respect	the	authority	of	the	local	ordinary	to	interpret	and	apply	the	law;	yet	I	very
much	think	that	we	need	some	definitive	clarification	so	that	we	have	consistency	throughout	the	world.	It	just	doesnt	make	sense	that	a	person	who	lives	near	a	diocese	line	might	go	to	Mass	in	one	parish	and	fulfill	the	obligation,	but	go	to	another	parish	and	not-fulfill	it.We	need	clarity.	I	agree	but	maybe	the	Holy	See	intended	for	the	local	bishops
to	make	decisions	based	on	local	laws	and	customs.	I	think	we	in	the	U.S.	especially	are	used	to	reading	the	law	based	on	precise	times,	such	as	someones	term	expiring	at	12:00	pm	EDT	per	some	pendulum	or	atomic	clock	in	Colorado	(or	wherever).	Other	countries	are	perhaps	not	so	precise	and	provide	leeway	or	make	their	laws	conditional.	As	you
say,	vespere	translates	into	the	English	evening,	but	AFAIK,	evening	doesnt	exactly	have	a	legal	definition	under	English	law.I	dont	know	how	vespere	translates	into	other	languages	but	again	theyre	only	translations,	each	one	taking	on	its	own	nuance.	I	think	we	forget	that	the	1917	Latin	Code	of	Canon	Law	was	deliberately	not	officially	translated
into	vernacular	and	probably	for	good	reasons.	The	venue	of	avoiding	mistranslations	was	chosen	over	the	laitys	being	able	to	understand	and	use	the	law	in	their	legal	terms,	or	at	least	it	seems	that	way.	I	am	attending	a	gathering	of	catholic	men	in	Pittsburgh	on	April	12th.	It	will	be	having	a	Palm	Sunday	vigil	mass	with	Bishop	David	Zubik	at	3:00.
At	least	that	is	the	time	as	advertised.	I	agree	but	maybe	the	Holy	See	intended	for	the	local	bishops	to	make	decisions	based	on	local	laws	and	customs.	I	think	we	in	the	U.S.	especially	are	used	to	reading	the	law	based	on	precise	times,	such	as	someones	term	expiring	at	12:00	pm	EDT	per	some	pendulum	or	atomic	clock	in	Colorado	(or	wherever).
Other	countries	are	perhaps	not	so	precise	and	provide	leeway	or	make	their	laws	conditional.	As	you	say,	vespere	translates	into	the	English	evening,	but	AFAIK,	evening	doesnt	exactly	have	a	legal	definition	under	English	law.I	dont	know	how	vespere	translates	into	other	languages	but	again	theyre	only	translations,	each	one	taking	on	its	own
nuance.	I	think	we	forget	that	the	1917	Latin	Code	of	Canon	Law	was	deliberately	not	officially	translated	into	vernacular	and	probably	for	good	reasons.	The	venue	of	avoiding	mistranslations	was	chosen	over	the	laitys	being	able	to	understand	and	use	the	law	in	their	legal	terms,	or	at	least	it	seems	that	way.	But	still,	it	doesnt	matter	what	evening
means,	or	what	any	other	language	uses	as	the	equivalent	of	evening.	Even	though	evening	doesnt	have	an	established,	legal	definition	in	English,	the	word	vespere	does	have	a	definite	meaning	in	Latin.	But	that	both	clears	things	and	confuses	them.	Vespere	is	actually	the	start	of	the	4th	hour	after	mid-day,	or	2	hours	before	sunset	(the	onset	of	the
night	hours,	and	the	start	of	the	next	day).	Thats	if	we	use	the	ancient	system	of	exactly	12	hours	per	night	and	12	per	day.	So,	we	have	one	Latin	definition	of	evening	as	calculated	by	the	position	of	the	sun,	but	another	modern	one	according	to	todays	clocks	(of	equal-length	hours).	I	just	wish	we	had	some	clarity.	I	could	envision	a	system	where	its
left	somewhat	to	the	local	bishop.	After	all,	if	its	after	sunset	(like	in	much	of	Alaska	in	December)	I	think	we	can	say	that	evening	has	certainly	begun,	regardless	of	what	the	clock	says.	But	if	were	in	a	tropical	zone	and	the	sun	is	just	barely	past	its	zenith,	theres	just	no	way	that	anyone	could	justify	calling	that	evening.	If	Rome	decides	to	change	the
canon	to	be	midday	instead	of	evening,	I	would	have	no	problem	with	that.	Anyway,	rather	than	start	a	new	post,	Ill	just	continue	with	this	one.	The	whole	evening	begins	at	noon	thing	really	gets	to	me	(if	you	havent	noticed)	because	the	reasoning	to	justify	it	is	such	a	complete	distortion	of	canon	law.	Its	been	a	while	since	Ive	read	it,	but	the
argument	goes	like	this:We	follow	the	vernacular	translation	of	the	code,	not	the	Latin	(first	mistake).We	ignore	any	proper	definition	of	evening	(2nd)We	use	a	slang	definition	of	evening	(thats	3	if	youre	counting).The	whole	argument	is	being	presented	by	someone	who	is	not	even	from	the	United	States	who	tries	to	use	a	U.S.	Southern	slang	usage
of	the	word	evening.	One	which	is	itself	anachronistic.	Only	older	people	use	it	that	way,	so	its	not	just	slang,	its	outdated	slang.	Someone	is	watching	too	many	reruns	of	Dukes	of	Hazzard	(on	BBC	maybe?),	and	then	interpreting	canon	law	through	Uncle	Jesse.	What	more	can	I	say?If	someone	could	show	me	other	examples	of	where	vernacular	slang
is	used	to	interpret	canon	law,	and	that	usage	is	considered	acceptable,	Id	like	to	see	it.	If	Rome	decides	to	change	the	canon	to	be	midday	instead	of	evening,	I	would	have	no	problem	with	that.	I	would.	The	use	(and	correct	interpretation)	of	vespere	seems	to	me	to	fit	the	bill	much	better.	And	that	precisely	because	its	based	on	the	old	reckoning	of
the	day	in	2	equal	parts.	Saying	the	4th	hour	post-meridiem	is	clearer	to	me	than	using	midday	(which,	in	the	temperate	zones	which	comprise	most	of	the	globe)	is	closer	to	the	6th	hour).	This	is	one	of	those	cases	where	I	think	its	best	to	leave	well	enough	alone.	Historically,	1917	canon	law	821.1	did	not	allow	mass	begun	after	1PM.	Allowing	the
mass	to	fulfill	the	obligation	on	the	previous	day	was	created	in	order	to	make	it	easier	to	fulfill	the	obligation,	especially	for	inflexible	work	schedules,	such	as	shift	work.	Three	circumstances	were	recognized	(see	CLD	4:	277	ff.)	(See	Christus	Dominus	of	Pope	Pius	XII,	1953	which	mitigated	some	of	the	1917	canon	law	821.1)1.	shift	work	in	certain
industries2.	seaport	workers	that	work	on	holy	days	of	obligations3.	religious	or	social	festivity	of	great	numbers	of	people	from	distant	places	In	1957	Pope	Pius	XII	(Sacram	Comunionem)	extended	mass	times	in	the	afternoon	to	every	day,	but	restricted	to	four	PM	or	later.	In	1964	it	was	allowed	to	fulfill	the	Sunday	obligation	at	a	mass	after	first
Vespers	on	Saturday.	When	the	canon	law	was	revised	in	1983,	the	commission	intentionally	left	the	canon	vague,	when	asked	stated:	Consulto	formula	generalis	adhibetur	ut	casuistica	et	anxietates	vitentur.See	Adolfo	N.	Dacanay,	S.J.	-	1992	The	time	of	the	anticipated	Sunday	mass:	an	introductory	comment	on	c.	1248	[/INDENT]In	1957	Pope	Pius
XII	(Sacram	Comunionem)	extended	mass	times	in	the	afternoon	to	every	day,	but	restricted	to	four	PM	or	later.	In	1964	it	was	allowed	to	fulfill	the	Sunday	obligation	at	a	mass	after	first	Vespers	on	Saturday.	When	the	canon	law	was	revised	in	1983,	the	commission	intentionally	left	the	canon	vague,	when	asked	stated:	Consulto	formula	generalis
adhibetur	ut	casuistica	et	anxietates	vitentur.See	Adolfo	N.	Dacanay,	S.J.	-	1992	The	time	of	the	anticipated	Sunday	mass:	an	introductory	comment	on	c.	1248	The	decline	of	church	attendance	started	in	the	late	50s	and	further	in	1964	so	action	taken	by	the	Vatican	makes	sense.	

What	time	is	easter	vigil	mass	today.	What	time	is	easter	vigil	mass	near	me.	What	time	is	saturday	vigil	mass.	What	time	is	easter	vigil	mass	at	the	vatican.	Easter	vigil	cathedral.	What	time	is	easter	vigil.	Easter
vigil	mass.	Easter	vigil	mass	vatican.	Is	easter	vigil	mass	longer.	How	long	is	saturday	easter	vigil	mass.	Why	is	easter	vigil	mass	so	late.
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