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Locarno Classification The classification of Locarno (LOC), established by the LOCARNO agreement (1968), is an international classification used for the purpose of registering industrial designs. The drawings are divided into class based on the type of design or product. The Locarno classification system is based on an international agreement to
standardize the classification of design applications and is administered by WipoA ¢ (the World Organization of the Intellectual Property). A 'Design Award & Competition accepts all kinds of products listed in the Locarno agreement. The current classification of Locarno includes a list of 32 classes and many relevant sub-classes, which we accept as
"categories of sub-competition". The existence and use of the Locarno classification system leads with its advantages of having a specific industrial design system classification this makes the industrial design more simple researches both nationally and internationally. Furthermore, since Locarno is an internationally recognized system, prevents the
need for reclassification when documents are exchanged internationally. If you are not sure which design award category choose to record your industrial product projects, refer to the following table that corresponds to Locarno classifications to "Design Award & Competition Categories Choose the" Unexpected design "category if you wish We to
assign the correct category. In this case, we will specify and register your design in the relevant industrial design class as part of our preliminary application exam. Please note that the locarno classification is revised at regular intervals for Reflecting the latest technological developments and we will update this page to match the relevant
classifications. "The Marques Designs team prepared this position card in response to the advanced proposals to the special Union ad hoc working group for the international classification for industrial designs (Locarno classification) by representatan You are a number of contracting parties. It is not the intention of Marques to comment in detail the
various proposals presented by the Contracting Parties, but rather to try to identify areas of interest for owners of intellectual property for which the system has been developed, and whose application taxes of industrial design finance the system and its administration. That being said, Marques agrees with the ad hoc working group that the
classification of Locarno must be further developed in order to satisfy current needs. Marches therefore supports the establishment of a pilot group to work on the development of a search system for projects based on visual search functionality. Background ... The classification of Locarno provides a taxonomic system for the product Isification class -
a storage scheme, started in 1968, which, through a 32 classes and 223 subclasses, tries to ensure that the increasing number of storage of Registered design is ordered. The purpose of the classification of Locarno is to facilitate research for the drawings. The rating of Locarno does not claim to have an impact on the scope of protection of design
recordings - it is only an administrative tool. Within the European Union, the registered Community legislation (RCD) law (government regulation 6/2002 / EC) and the national law harmonized on projects recorded in all 27 Member States of the European Union (governed by the directive 98/71 / EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, of
13 October 1998) to say that the indication of a classification of Locarno has no effect on the scope of design of design A ¢ &,— "as". As an illustrative example, in considering the invalidity of an RCD, the Harmonization Office in the Internal Market (OHIM) will evaluate the overall impression created on the year A ¢ 4,— A A "informed" of the project
shown in RCD A ¢ 4,— "" This is taken to be the informed user of the object specified in the application. From here the Locarno. Locarno. That is used to classify the specified product, it could at least within the European Union, they have an impact on the capacity of the protection of differential circuit-breakers. Difficulty with the classification of
Locarno Marques is in debt with the non-cards of the contracting parties for the definition of some of the current difficulties with the classification of Locarno. Within the European Union, and in many other countries, the right of design concerns the protection of the appearance of a product or part of a product (to what it seems LIKEA). Designs do
not make protection features (to what it is ¢). Currently, the classification of Locarno concerns more than it makes a product, rather than what it seems. Based on the harmonized law design of the European Union, a registered design protects against drawing in relation to any product. As an example, there is already jurisprudence of OHIM in the
field of drawings used on toy cars in contrast with the real machines (Supermarked A / S against Ferrari SpA, ICD 842, 13 November 2006), as well as a decision Of the Court of Appeal of England and Wales, relating to a project that can serve both laundry and a massage device (Green Lane Products Ltd against PMS International Group PLC & Ors
[2008] EWCA 358). In these cases, the search for a classification system based on purpose or function would not identify the presumably invalidating design, because coming from a different field of commitment: at the reverse of the test in the event of a violation, the validity is also determined against The drawings in any field (with the exception of
obscure designs), not only draws in the same field as the design whose validity is under discussion. This apparent mutual correspondence creates a series of difficulties for professionals. First, an innovator trying to launch a new product does not have a quick and economical way to ascertain whether the innovation of him violates the design rights
enrolled in a third party. While reasonably accurate research can be conducted in a small number of classes of locarno or subclasses, in truth, a design that has been presumably violated can be lurking in any number of unsearched classes or subclasses. Like business search agencies charged by class or subclass, additional search costs most widely
means that, in practice, Marques Members report that they are not looking before the deposit for the recorded design protection, or before launch. This increases the costs and level of nervousness of innovators, leading to a braking effect on innovation. High costs must also be supported by parties that seek to invalidate the registered design rights
of third parties. This problem is aggravated by the fact that the OHIM and several national offices of the intellectual property in the European Union do not examine the design applications for the novelty and for the low cost of the design recorded in the European Union (an RCD application, covering a population of over 450 million people, only
Euro80 falls for design 11 filed in a single application). It is up to users of the system (including Marques members) to monitor the registers, and support the companion charges to invalidate invalid design recordings. Furthermore, the problem is aggravated by acceptance pursuant to the harmonized law of the European Union of logos and other
signs as it can be protected by the recorded design protection. Logos are currently classified to Locarno Class 99 (class 32 from 1st January 2009). Without any further form of classification (such as the Vienna classification used by OHIM in relation to class 99), similar brands cannot be identified. Also in this case, in practice, many member marques
that they have chosen not to search for drawings recorded at the time of launching new word or denominative brands and devices, although a registered design first could be used to invalidate the brand later, to capture the products to the border customs and / or to obtain injunctions to prevent the launch of the new product. ... several classes have
become crowded (and could benefit from further subclasses) and other others They have fallen into disuse and could potentially be removed. Marques includes that the addition or omission of the subclasses is a matter of a subsidiary, which, even if requesting a correct consideration, does not solve other problems identified with respect to the locarno
classification system as a whole. Therefore, the Marches support the observations to the work group that is required a further development of the classification of Locarno to improve the assistance that provides users of the design system and institution of a pilot group to work on the development of A search system for designs based on visual search
functionality. Sulmark of a good classification system rather than comment in detail on the various proposals advanced by contracting parties to the Union of Locarno, we have established following some of the distinctive features of a good classification system, and practical impacts on Marques users the system . ... a classification system should be
clear, precise, self-sufficient, easily accessible, intelligible, durable and target. We call us on these requirements below. 1. The classification system must be easy to use. Many applications for recorded drawings are stored by individuals, without professional assistance assistance. All candidates, if professionals or not, should be able to present a rating
ready for their design application should be classified. Classification of drawings, while more an art that a science should not require extensive training. A system that is easy to use will be more promptly adopted in countries with fewer resources. 2. The classification system should be easily searchable. The primary (we present to us) the object of the
classification of Locarno is enabled the search for projects. (Although some intellectual property offices use the classification to help them collect commissions, this is not a classification object - rather it is a side effect). Furthermore, to allow the applicants to protect the registered design to evaluate which class of locarno their design is part of, it
should also be relatively simple, even for irregular users of the system, to undertake searches using the system (a drop-down menu of Search for features are a reasonable suggestion). This is also necessary in countries that examine projects for the news, where examiners will seek the system and candidates will have to respond to examiners'
research. Business search structures will undoubtedly continue development, but must be at a reasonable cost for users. 3. The classification system should reflect the nature of the classified units. As noted above, the recorded drawings protect the appearance of a product. Therefore, it is the submission of Marques that the classification of Locarno
should be based on the aspect of the drawings, rather than on their function (which is not an aspect of the design protection). The appearance of a design should be obvious from the image in the application. The function, or the purpose, of design is not necessarily obvious and requires an interpretation, leading to different classifications by different
individuals for the same similar projects. As possible, subjectivity in classification should be removed or reduced to a minimum. Therefore, to the extent that numerous contracting parties suggest that further subclasses based on the perceived purpose for a design (see for example, the Czech suggestion to classify A ¢ 4,— A "SeatsA ¢ 4,~ A ¢ 4,~ A"
FACET of a person "a,— &" facet of a goal ¢ 4,— and A ¢ 4,— A "facet of an action"), suppose that this classification system is not clear, precise or In the submission of Marques, a search system based or integrated by visual search characteristics would be one of the best ways for the use of existing technology to reflect the needs of the industry. 4. The
classification system should be largely controlled. Increasing business internationalization means many others They are requesting the recording of design more countries in their country of origin. Therefore, interact with a number of design recording systems. The welcome increase in the contracting parties to the AIA Convention on the
International Registration of Industrial Designs and Models, also in particular the adherence of the Geneva Act of the European Union to allow international documents of RCD and the proposed adherence of States United States of America, means this internationalization of design deposits will continue to increase. In this context, it is important that
the Union members of Locarno adopt changes to the classification system and that the non-members are encouraged to adopt changes and join the Union (especially those who are members of the Union of ' Hague, but not the Union of Locarno). Currently, many members of the Union also employ their further classification definitions as a shine on
the current classification of Locarno - numerous requests have demonstrated the different classifications applied to the same design by different contracting parties. An answer to this, as suggested by ECTA, the association of European Communities trademarks, would be to provide for acceptance by intellectual real estate offices in all other members
of the classification Union provided by the intellectual property A ¢ A, — & "home" office. As noted by Japan: A ¢ &4,— "will not have any point to adopt the same classification symbols if its definition varies in each country ... 5. The classification system should be readily available . Marques supports the United States of America's proposal that future
versions of the classification of Locarno will be published electronically. 6. The classification system should be resistant. This is better realized, guaranteeing that the amendments can be prepared promptly to the system to ensure that it keeps the rhythm with technological and creative developments. New products of products and old product classes
will emerge in disuse. This is currently obvious from overcrowding of some classes and the apparent abandonment of others. Conclusion Marques appreciates that it may not be possible at this time to obtain an agreement for the amendments proposed to the classification of Locarno who satisfy all the above criteria. However, we have heard that it
would be useful to establish those aspects of the most important classification for the users of the system - owners of intellectual property and their representatives. The Marches therefore support efforts to further develop the classification of Locarno within the Union of Locarno, including the pilot group. It is hoped that the pilot project can develop
and test one or more proposals for visual recognition research to verify cost effectiveness and vitality ... ". If you have comments on this position position, send them below and / or Mandale In Jane Collins (President, Marques) or David Stone (President, Team Design Marques). Team).
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