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By	Sarah	Morse	the	Jupiterimages/Polka	Dot/Getty	Images	When	you	see	".zip"	at	the	end	of	a	file,	you	are	looking	at	an	extension	that	shows	the	computer	the	nature	of	this	file	and	how	to	open	it.	The.zip	file	extension	tells	the	computer	that	this	is	a	compressed	folder	containing	one	or	more	files.	Windows	computers	can	create	and	open	these	files
without	any	additional	software.	Zipping	a	single	file	makes	it	smaller,	freeing	the	storage	space	for	other	files.	The	power	of	the	zip	folder	becomes	clear	when	compressing	more	files	together.	This	not	only	reduces	file	sizes	in	general,	but	combines	them	together	to	create	a	file.	This	makes	sharing	much	easier.	Instead	of	attaching	ten	photos	to	an



e	mail,	for	example,	you	can	zip	them	all	together	and	attach	a	single	file,	saving	both	you	and	the	time	of	reception.	The	means	to	zip	a	file	are	equipped	with	the	Windows	operating	system;	You	just	need	to	know	how	to	access.	To	compress	a	folder	in	Windows	8,	right	click	on	it,	scroll	down	to	"send"	and	click	"Compress	to	(zip)	folder".	The	system
makes	a	copy	of	the	folder	and	its	contents	and	compresses	it,	placing	it	in	the	same	area	as	the	original	folder.	You	can	compress	individual	files	in	Windows	8	by	selecting	them,	clicking	"Share"	in	the	menu	and	pressing	"Zip".	To	extract	files	from	a	folder	with	zipper	in	Windows	8,	double	click	to	open	the	compressed	folder	to	and	drag	and	drop	the
files	you	want	to	extract	to	another	location.	You	can	also	extract	all	files	simultaneously	by	clicking	on	the	folder	to	select	them,	pressing	the	"Compressed	Folder	Tools"	tab	and	selecting	"Extract	All".	After	they	have	been	extracted,	you	can	open	and	read	files	without	limits	unless	they	have	been	encrypted	by	another	user.	You	do	not	need	any
additional	software	to	create	or	extract	from	ZIP	files,	but	if	you	want	to	do	something	more,	you	need	to:	more	powerful	Windows	system	alone.	Programs	like	7-Zip	and	StuffIt	can	create	files	even	smaller	than	the	standard	zip	using	Compression	techniques.	They	can	also	encrypt	a	zip	file	with	password	protection	for	privacy.	Some	of	these
programs	are	open	source	and	free	of	charge,	while	others	require	a	payment	or	subscription.	Search	and	fuses	Categories	for	Saledorsabout	Use	advice	"It's	FreereSearch	&	FlowTaAll	Categories	for	Vendotorsabout	US	Zip	files	can	be	used	for	many	different	things.	File	compression,	encryption,	split	and	more	archives	are	all	a	few	clicks	away	once
you	understand	the	different	Things	that	ZIP	archives	are	capable	of.	Photo	by	Clare	Bell.	What	are	ZIP	files?	Think	about	how	a	folder	works	in	Windows.	You	release	the	contents	in	a	folder	to	organize	the	files,	so	you	can	transport	that	folder	to	any	location	on	your	computer	and	the	files	inside	it	go	with	it.	Similarly,	except	for	the	contents	inside
the	zip	file,	it	is	compressed	to	reduce	the	use	of	storage.	What	happens	if	you	have	a	folder	that	contains	20-file	and	you	have	to	email	it	to	someone?	Well,	you	can't	e-mail	a	folder	to	someone,	so	you	have	to	e-mail	20	single	files.	This	is	where	zip	files	become	really	useful,	because	©	You	can	zip	up	to	those	20-files	in	a	single	ZIP	archive,	and	then	e
mail.	Along	with	the	convenience	of	having	all	these	files	in	a	single	zip	file,	they	"It	will	also	be	compressed	to	reduce	preservation	and	make	them	much	easier	to	transmit	on	the	Internet.	Here	is	where	the	definition	of	a	zip	file	ends	for	most	people.	What	you	might	not	understand	is	that	you	can	do	a	lot	more	than	just	compress	and	combine	files
with	zip	files.	As	zip	and	decompress	files	Before	we	get	to	the	more	complicated	topics,	let's	return	to	our	example	and	show	how	we	would	ZIP	those	20	files	we	need	e	mail,	and	then	show	how	the	recipient	user	would	Ã,	Windows	has	the	possibility	of	zip	and	decomprising	of	files	without	extra	software,	so	don't	download	any	program	to	create
basic	or	decompressed	archives.	Create	create	zip	file,	right-click	on	an	empty	area	on	your	desktop	or	explorer,	go	to	new,	and	select	Compressed	(zip)	Folder.	You	will	notice	that	the	process	is	similar	to	creating	a	new	folder,	as	you	can	now	rename	the	zip	folder	and	move	it	to	different	locations	on	your	computer.With	the	zip	file	created,	just
select	and	drag	the	files	to	the	zip	folder.	As	you	can	see	in	the	screenshot,	files	are	copied	to	the	zip	folder,	and	not	moved	or	deleted	from	their	original	location.Now,	you	can	transfer,	backup,	or	do	anything	else	you	want	with	your	zipped	content.	Another	way	to	quickly	compress	some	files	is	to	highlight	them,	right-click	and	press	Send	to	>
Compressed	Folder	(compressed).	The	easiest	way	to	unzip	a	file	is	to	right-click	on	it	and	press	Extract	All.	A	new	window	will	open	and	you	can	choose	where	you	want	the	files	to	extract.Ã	̈	By	default,	it	will	extract	the	content	to	the	same	directory	where	the	zip	file	resides.Ã	̈	Just	press	extract	and	a	folder	will	be	created	that	has	all	the	zipped	files
in	it.	Windows	Advanced	Features	can	easily	compress	and	decompress	files,	but	you’ll	need	a	third-party	application	to	do	something	more.There	are	a	lot	of	programs	out	there	that	offer	additional	features	for	zip	files,	but	one	of	the	lightest,	feature-rich	and	efficient	is	7-	Zip.	7-Zip	is	a	free	file	archiver	for	Windows	that	comes	with	all	the	options
you	should	ever	need	zip	file.	Click	on	that	link	to	get	taken	to	their	website	and	download	the	latest	version	of	the	program.	Installation	is	simple,	just	accept	the	license	agreement	and	click	Next	Up	to	7-Zip	Ã	It’s	installed.	After	that,	you	should	be	able	to	highlight	the	files,	right-click	them	and	add	them	to	a	zip	archive	with	7-Zip.	Click	"Add	to
Archive"	to	see	a	number	of	options.	Let	us	examine	what	each	of	these	options	means	and	why	©	might	come	in	handy.	Zip	File	Encryption	This	would	be	useful	when	you	wants	someone	without	proper	authentication	to	see	the	files	in	your	zip	file.	Remember	to	use	a	strong	password,	so	that	brute	force	and	dictionary	attacks	become	useless.
ZipCrypto	vs.	AES-256~	If	you	choose	to	create	a	zip	file	(instead	of	7z),	you226;	What?	Huh?	{pos(192,210)}	{zzzzzzzzzzz.194;Try	to	choose	AES-256	when	possible.	Encrypting	file	name	is	sometimes	as	important	as	the	contents	within	a	file.194;	160;	Other	times,	maybe	not.194;If	you	need	to	encrypt	your	file	names,	then	it226;It	is	impossible	for
anyone	to	see	What	type	of	file	you	have	in	your	file,	you'l	l	need	to	use	the	7z	file	extension	instead	of	zip.	This	may	be	a	problem	to,	why	©	you	need	7-Zip	to	open	the	7z	files,	and	if	the	receiving	user	acts	like	7-Zip?194;	160;	this	problem	can	be	solved	by	creating	a	self-extractible	archive,	giving	you	the	best	of	both	worlds.194;	160;	if	for	any
reason	you	need	to	use	a.zip	file	extension,	and	you	need	file	encryption,	you'l	l	need	to	If	you	use	the	format	of	the	7z	file,	the	Encrypt	file	name	name	226;	checkbox	will	appear:	the	auto-extraction	file	(SFX)	A	auto-extraction	archive	is	nothing	more	than	a	normal	zip	file,	but	with	a	file	extension.exe.194A	file	execution	will	automatically	begin	the
extraction	process.	Advantages	are	two	great	advantages	for	auto-extraction	archives.160;	First,	you	can	use	the	feature	of	the	extension	One	file.7z	file	name	encryption.is	160;	secondly,	the	recipient	user	acts	like	he	needs	any	special	software	to	open	the	archive.	People's	Disadvantages	will	be	too	anxious	to	open	an	executable	email	attachment.
archive	some	files	and	send	them	to	someone	you	don't	know	very	well,	They	could	be	tired	of	opening	the	file,	and	their	anti-virus	could	also	emit	a	warning.	Apart	from	this	little	warning,	self-extracting	archives	are	great.	Divide	the	files	in	volumes	suppose	we	have	a	1GB	file	and	want	to	put	it	on	two	CDs.	A	CD	can	contain	700MB	of	data,	so	you
will	need	two	disks.	But,	how	to	divide	the	file	so	that	it	can	stay	On	those	two	discs?	Ã,	with	7-zip,	here's	how.	You	can	choose	between	the	common	values	​​listed	above,	or	enter	your	custom	size	in	which	to	divide	the	volumes.	Note	that	you	cannot	create	a	self-extracting	archive	if	you	choose	to	divide	your	archive	in	this	way.	However,	encryption	is
still	possible.	Note	Also	that	Windows	is	not	able	to	open	the	archives	divided,	so	it	is	possible:	you	will	need	7-zip	or	another	program	able	to	open	them.	To	open	a	divided	archive,	all	the	pieces	must	be	in	the	same	position.Pre	the	first	file,	7-zip	(or	any	application	you	are	using)	it	will	combine	them	seamlessly,	and	then	extract	the	files	for	you.	Best
compression	Another	reason	why	you	can	choose	to	use	7-zip	instead	of	the	integrated	utility	is	for	the	best	compression	rate.	Go	above	Â	«Normalâ	€	can	make	the	process	much	longer,	especially	for	a	large	group	of	files	and	more	slow	cpu.InlTre,	you	will	not	save	a	considerable	amount	of	space,	so	it	is	usually	better	to	maintain	the	level	of	Normal
compression.	However,	sometimes	those	few	extra	megabytes	are	a	big	problem,	so	keep	this	option	in	mind	for	moments	like	these.	those.
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