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(Image credit: Epic Games) Epic Games has just added a new social deduction game mode to Fortnite called The Spy Within, taking somewhat unsubtle inspiration from Among Us' popular cat-and-mouse premise. The time-limited mode has been introduced for the holiday season, and sees players (you
guessed it) assigned to a team – without knowledge of who their teammates are – tasked with weeding out friends from foe. Two players in each game will be on the Spy team (read: the imposters) and must eliminate all others – who are working in silence to complete objectives throughout the map –
while avoiding detection. It’s no secret that Among Us’ Cluedo-inspired premise found immense popularity during this year’s lockdown periods as gamers spent (even more) time indoors, offering a simple, enjoyable way to stay engaged with friends without the need for expensive games and
hardware. Earlier this month, it was revealed that Among Us was the most searched video game on Google, gaining unprecedented traction for what is, essentially, an online board game. Fortnite has spent the last few years at the top of the industry pile, and so it follows that Epic Games hopes to seize
on the popularity of the sleeper hit by adding an almost identical mode to its already phenomenally popular game.  (Image credit: Steam)Epic copycatsThis isn’t the first time the battle royale heavyweight has been accused of pinching successful ideas. Way back when, PlayerUnknown's Battlegrounds
developer, Bluehole, expressed concerns that Epic lifted designs from what many consider the defining game of the battle royale genre.Fortnite’s addition of the ping system, an idea popularised by Apex Legends, also drew criticism for its obvious, unashamed similarity to that used in the Respawn
title. By-and-large, Fortnite’s battle royale competitors have been unhurt by Epic’s casual larceny; both PUBG and Apex Legends remain hugely popular games in their own right. It remains to be seen whether Among Us, led by a small indie team from InnerSloth, can weather the storm from such a big-
hitter. In better news for fans of the game, Among Us is no longer a PC and mobile exclusive. Nintendo recently announced that Among Us is coming to Nintendo Switch, marking the game’s first foray into the console market.  Among Us, Skyrim and more Yakuza games are coming to Xbox Game Pass 
If you have a kid who’s older than five, I’m sure you’ve heard of Fortnite: Battle Royale. I’m sure you’ve heard about it a lot actually, like every time they open their damn mouth. It’s one of those universal, of-the-moment trends that every first-world child is intimately familiar with. Every kid either plays it,
wants to play it, or has already played it out and moved onto the next trend. But is your kid old enough to handle it?What is Fortnite and why has it taken over my child’s mind? Since its release in summer 2017, Epic Games’ Fortnite: Battle Royal has ruled online gaming. Every month, more than 40 million
people log in to the player-versus-player battle royal game, where up to 100 combatants enter a closed arena and 99 are eliminated. Like Minecraft, Angry Birds, and Pac-Man in days gone by, the architects of Fortnite have engineered a game that hits the sweet spot of addictive gaming. The bright
colors, cartoonish action, crazy dance emotes and light-hearted presentation draw kids in like the first free hit from a neighborhood dope-pusher; the perfectly tuned, infinitely strategic and action-packed gameplay keep ‘em hooked for good. Plus, it’s free and is available on every major platform, from the
Nintendo Switch to PC to Androids, and iPhones.But is my kid old enough for Fortnite?Fortnite’s official rating is 12+, but like all ratings, it’s a loose guideline rather than a set rule. No rating (or stranger on the Internet) can tell you whether your kid is old enough to play Fortnite. It’s really about your
individual kid and your own values.If you’re a gamer, you should download it and play a few rounds. When my then ten-year-old son first asked about it, I gave it a spin and found that, while there’s nothing particularly egregious about Fortnite, there are some aspects of its design and content that gave me
pause. I ultimately gave him the go-ahead to play it, and I check in periodically to make sure everything is cool and appropriately innocent. If you’re not a gamer parent, however, it’s a little tougher to determine its appropriateness—so here’s a quick guide to some of what you should be aware of. Any
game that attracts so many people also attracts bottom-feeders who prey on those people.It’s violentFortnite’s violence is cartoon-style, closer in tone to a Roadrunner cartoon than the realistically rendered blood-and-guts of many video games, but just like old cartoons, it’s very, very violent. Gun blasts,
explosions, and pickaxe assaults are constant, all problems are solved through combat, and no realistic consequences to mayhem are presented. If you have a problem with that kind of pretend violence, or you don’t think your kid would handle it well, steer clear of Fortnite until they’re a little older.It’s
habit-formingFortnite is crazy addictive. Whether you ascribe the game’s “gotta-play-another-round” addictiveness to nefarious intentions on the part of its designers or amazing game design, it grabs people and doesn’t let go. If your kid has an addictive personality, or a problem balancing the dopamine
rush of immediate gratification with responsibility, you might want to wait a bit till they can handle mainlining Fortnite, and you should definitely set some clear screen-time boundaries. When it comes to time management, the saving grace of Fortnite is the rounds. Each game has a ticking clock and lasts
about 20 minutes total, so games are short, and become even shorter if your kid gets knocked out early. This makes it easy to set time boundaries.When he was going through his heavy Fortnite phase, my son Dexter responded well to being told “two more rounds and then bedtime.” It gave him a warning
and a definite end point to his session, although it did lead to occasional arguments about whether being killed at the beginning of the game “counted.” I told him that if he didn’t suck so much, he’d get to play longer. Listen, you gotta give them motivation and inspiration when you can.It’s designed to suck
money from playersWhile Fortnite is free to download and play, it’s not a charity. Epic Games, the developers of Fortnite, have created a money-printing-machine in which your child’s addiction to pixel-violence pays off in very nice office chairs and flush 401Ks for many, many gaming industry nerds. Tons
of aspects of the game are monetized. Players can buy character costumes, flashy weapon and pickaxe skins, backpacks, dance moves, season passes for access to new levels, and more. None of these will help your child play better. They’re cosmetic, but there’s still a strong drive to not look like a noob
with a default skin and lame dance moves. You can get all of this content without playing money, relying on Fortnite’s in-game reward system, but you’d have to grind, playing for hundreds or thousands of hours, and who has time for that?Unless you want a surprise bill for hundreds of dollars worth of
weapon skins, make sure that access to your credit card is restricted. Offspring has an awesome guide to locking down your Visa that covers every platform on which you can play Fortnite. Read it and follow the steps!You have to play it with other peopleOther players are really the worst part of Fortnite,
especially when it comes to kids and safety. Any game that attracts so many people also attracts bottom-feeders who prey on those people—from pedophiles to scam artists to legions of garden-variety assholes. While the likelihood of meeting child molesters or con artists during a game is small
(hysterical media coverage notwithstanding), if you don’t turn off chat, your child will talk to countless trolls, griefers, losers, people who play loud music into their mic, YouTube celebrities, and other lowlifes eager to teach them exciting new curse words, sexual positions, and racial slurs. Luckily, if you turn
off voice chat, there’s not much online miscreants can do to bother your kid.How to turn off voice chat in FortniteI highly recommend turning off Fortnite’s audio chat before your child begins playing. Here’s how:In the Fortnite title screen, open “settings” by pressing the cog icon on the top right of the
screen.Choose the “audio” tab at the top of the screen. It looks like a speaker.Disable voice chat.“But Steve,” I hear you asking, “How will my child create effective team-based strategies and make long-lasting friendships if the game’s chat features are turned off?”They’ll have to get really good at well-
timed emotes. Or you can choose party-only chat. My setup on Xbox One has voice chat turned off entirely in Fortnite, with party-only voice-chat allowed through the console. Since Dex can only party up with friends, and his friends have to be approved by me, he can still talk to his pals from school while
playing Fortnite.How to set up privacy preferences varies from platform to platform, so you need to do the research for your own device. Fortnite is one of the most popular games in the world, and with a player-base in the hundreds of millions, the competition is nothing short of stiff. The fact that the title is
a pillar of the e-sports community doesn’t help the matter, either, nor does it curb the game’s appeal to players of all skill levels (including your 8-year-old nephew). Fret not, however, we’re here to provide some tips on how can optimize your settings, stay focused, and clinch that coveted Victory Royale.
Outlasting your opponents has never been easier. Further reading Find comfortable control settings This tip isn’t specific to Fortnite, but it’s the first thing you’ll want to adjust before progressing any further. Fortnite offers players a ridiculous amount of control over its, well, controls. Navigate to the Game
section of the Settings menu and you’ll see several settings you can adjust. You’ll probably want to play around with the following: Mouse Sensitivity Mouse ADS Sensitivity Mouse Scope Sensitivity If you’re a console player — or a PC gamer who uses a controller — adjust these instead: Controller
Sensitivity X Controller Sensitivity Y Controller ADS Sensitivity Controller Scope Sensitivity Adjust these until you find something that feels comfortable to you. There are also dozens of guides out there written by professional players, so you can try to mimic their settings. Just remember — at the end of
the day it’s all about what works best with your skills. There’s also nothing wrong with tweaking these settings if you find your skills improving and think you’d benefit from increased sensitivities. Study professional gamers It’s not enough to just watch other players on Twitch or Mixer. Instead, actively study
them. Ask yourself, “Why did they pick up that weapon?” or “Why are they building this structure in this location?” There’s a lot of nuance that goes into the action of high-level players, and if you aren’t actively studying them play, you’ll miss a lot of the details. Once you’ve studied some of the best players,
try to replicate their gameplay for yourself. If you find that it’s not working properly, or you just don’t enjoy that style of play, try watching a different streamer. Keep this pattern up until you’ve found a pattern that you want to master. Practice building structures Regardless of what strategy you settle on,
you’ll need to hone your building skills if you want to snag a Victory Royale. We’ve covered this extensively in another Fornite building guide, but it all comes down to “intentional practice.” That doesn’t mean randomly throwing up the same dopey structure round after round, but actually learning from your
mistakes. Do you have trouble building quickly? Try to work on your manual dexterity so you can put walls up at an incredible pace. Are you creating shelter in odd locations? Figure out how your opponents are breaking in and take steps to fix it. There are so many things players can do wrong when it
comes to building, so it’s important to figure out what is giving you the most trouble and then look into the specific issue. One of the most common mistakes people make is actually building too much. Since the storm will constantly be closing in on you, don’t waste precious resources early in the round. It’s
best to wait and build until it’s an absolutely necessity. Otherwise, you’ll have to expose yourself and go collect more materials right in the heat of battle. Practice aiming with the best weapons The last step to improving your Fortnite skills is one of the most tedious and requires hundreds of hours of
practice. Improving your aim doesn’t happen overnight — it’ll take even the best players years to master their aiming technique. However, there’s one way to speed up the process, and that’s by practicing with the proper weapons. While each weapon isn’t as unique as those in Counter Strike: Global
Offensive — where players meticulously study recoil patterns of different rifles — there’s still a bit of nuance to each gun in Fortnite. The M16 is a common weapon you’ll encounter during a round, so it’s one of the first you should try to master. Bullets begin to spread out as you engage long-range targets,
and learning how to properly tap the trigger when firing is key to dealing out significant damage. Once you’ve tackled the M16, move on to the Tactical Shotgun. Memorize how much time passes between each shot and the range at which it’s accurate. Learn how to switch between two different shotguns
quickly, too. One of the strongest weapons in the game is the SCAR, and it’s one you’ll need to master if you have any hope of competing at the highest levels of Fortnite. It handles similarly to the M16 but comes with its own set of quirks. Plus, it’s an extremely difficult gun to find as it’s exclusively an Epic
or Legendary weapon. Should you manage to get your hot little hands on a SCAR, be sure to make it count. Otherwise, it could be a while before you have the pleasure of playing with one again. Improving your Fortnite skills takes time Becoming a better Fortnite player requires a lot of hard work and
patience. Once you’ve found comfortable settings, it’s easier to progress. At that point, you can try to replicate your favorite streamers’ gameplay styles.  It’s a good idea to focus on improving your building and aiming skills, and both skills take time to master, so commit to the long-term if you want to get
better. Fortunately, the skill ceiling is seemingly limitless, so you have time to grow and learn.  Keep a lookout for any new locations or weapons that come into play in the game, as Fortnite receives regular updates. This strategy is a great way to figure out if anything overpowered has entered the game.
Through Epic, players can connect with others and compare creative maps through Island Codes. The creative maps feature is useful if you ever start to feel bored or overwhelmed by the base game.  The gaming company allows players the opportunity to really work on their skills and enhance them. You
can also always choose to forget about an opponent killing you shortly after you hit the ground. We think it’s always useful to have a fresh and optimistic outlook on the game.  All of this said, players still have to earn their spot in the rankings. You’ll need to build up to higher ratings. However, the strategy
we’ve outlined in this article is a great starting point for facing new obstacles or battles.  If your overall goal is to become a Fortnite protege, you’ll need to practice some determination and devote your spare time to the game. It may also be best for your ultimate outlook to accept that many of the best
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